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Ruapehu fund 
to offer cyclone 
breaks

Ruapehu District Council has committed 
$10,000 toward the Mayoral Relief Fund 
to aid Cyclone Gabrielle recovery efforts.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 
that in deciding how to spend the money, 
he wanted to do something to help people 
working at the forefront of the recovery.

“Working on a natural disaster recovery 
effort for an extended period of time such 
as in this case can have significant impacts 
on peoples’ physical, emotional, and men-
tal well-being, as well as their personal and 
financial lives,” he said.

“In recognition of these impacts, I want 
to use the funding to offer workers, com-
munity leaders and others involved in the 
recovery a weekend of respite here in our 

amazing District to rest and recharge.
“It is readily apparent that due to the 

scale of the disaster the recovery will be 
on-going for some significant time and 
that the people involved will need timeout.

“With Ruapehu district being only a few 
hours’ drive away from the impacted areas, 
we are perfectly placed to offer some of 
these people a much-needed break.”

He said as well as benefiting the disaster 
recovery efforts this approach also directly 
supports Ruapehu’s visitor and tourism sector.

“We are still working through the details 
of how the scheme will be administered. 
However, if people would like to contribute 
please contact Council on 07 895 8188,” 
he said.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton wants to use the $10,000 in cyclone relief 
money in the Mayoral Relief Fund to offer workers, community leaders 
and others involved in the recovery, a weekend of respite in Ruapehu 
district to rest and recharge.

Food goes 
wild in 
Raetihi

Nadia Sullivan cooks up a wild storm on her way to win a junior prize at the Local Wild Food 
Challenge in Raetihi on Saturday, under the watchful eye of judge Hughie Blues. See inside for 
details. Photo: Jude Chevin.
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What’s on around Ruapehu
Ruapehu Trail Festival 11 March

Waimarino Rodeo 18-29 March

Carrott Rocket Launch 1 April

Ohakune Beer Festival 8 April

Big Junction Day Out 8 April

Ohakune Junction Market 8 April

Raetihi Gutbuser 22 April

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, 

Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 8532 or if you have something to add 
to this column.

CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

when we did our  
scheduled maintenance  

last Sunday (5th March) at 
the Ohakune substation.

Raetihi and  
surrounding areas

Transpower would  
like to thank you for  

your patience

TPRB8323

Food goes wild 
in Raetihi 

“What a massive day!” says Maaki Tua-
tini who was thrilled with the incredible 
variety and originality of this year’s Local 
Wild Food Challenge entries on Saturday 
in Raetihi. 

“We may have had four seasons in one 
day but it certainly didn’t put people off.”

With a background of Simzy singing all 
the songs people know and love, entrants 
and visitors enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere, 
opportunities to taste the various dishes after 
they had been judged and the chance to watch 
the different food demonstrations as they 
occurred. Locally owned stalls and Whaea 
Robyn with Hemi doing weaving demonstra-
tions rounded out the activities.

“We were also privileged to have cook-
ing demonstrations from Angel Reid, Ab-
solutely Meats sharing their sausages, Gail 
and Pete, Hughie Blues Ruapehu Kids Can 
Cook, Di Pritt, Teena McCann and lastly 
Jason Haitana doing a venison breakdown, 
then auctioning the meat off,” said Maaki. 

This year’s judges doing the hard yards 
were: Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton; 
Korty Wilson, RDC Māori Ward Council-
lor; Stu Robinson, Waimarino Community 
Board and local chef at King’s; Hughie 
Blues, NZ Chefs National President and 
Ruapehu Kids Can Cook.

Results: Grand Prize, Henere Larson; 
1st Runner Up Whanauarmy Pare Pue; 
Best Effort Angel Reid; Wild Ingredients, 
Linda Henare; Best use of Local Ingredi-
ents, Cilla Treanor; Best Story, Cassandra; 
Best from the Water, Paige Irwin; Best of 
the Land, Rico Pakai; Best on the Wing, Di 
Pritt; Best Dessert, Jordan- Grace Hikawai; 
Best Drink, Te Aorewa and Turuhia, 
Rongoā - Julia Clare; Caroline Johnstone 
Award (Most Inspired Dish), Teena; Junior 
Challenge Grand Prize, Madison Taylor; 
Junior Challenge 1st Runner up, Paige 
Irwin; Junior Challenge Best Effort, Nadia 
Sullivan; Junior Challenge Wildest Ingre-
dients, Nadia Sullivan; best effort, Jahlyus 
Rikihana, Ngā Mokopuna - Nanssa Irwin/
Paige Irwin/Christine Rikihanga.

“Without our amazing sponsors it is 
almost impossible to run this event,” said 
Steve Gray. “We appreciate those who have 
continued to support us and those who have 
come on board for the first time.” 

Organisers thank AS Wilcox, Ohakune 
Events Charitable Trust, Winstone Pulp 
International, Hiscox whanau, Ron & Peggy 
Frew Family Trust, EBZ Kai Kitchen, Shed 
24 Raetihi, Versatile Bobcats Ltd, Ruapehu 
Veterinary Services, New World Ohakune, 
RFS - Raetihi Farm Supplies, Colonial 
Upholstery,  Angel Louise, Coach Café, 
Caltex Raetihi, Ruapehu Sawmills, Raetihi 
Holiday Park, Whanganui River Adven-
tures, Waimarino Golf Club, Dempsey 
Buses, Bowie Pearce, Ike Pearce, Raetihi 
Cossie Club, Stu’s Ltd, Strange Dog, Val-
ley Prints, Local wild food challenge.com, 
Kune Shuttles & Bike Hire, Mitredale, 
Bayleys Ohakune, Captain Kunes, Moun-
tain Rocks, Vertigo Climbing Centre, NZR, 
Opus Fresh, Powderhorn Chateau, PeakFM, 
Awhi, Osteria Ohakune, Ski FM, Alpine 
Security Services, Plateau Surveyors Ltd, 
Highland Shearing, Aotearoa Charities, Ab-
solute Meats Taumarunui, Raetihi Promo-
tions Charitable Trust, Mountain Kebabs, 
Ruapehu District Council, The Warehouse 
Whanganui, Express Automotive, TM Pro-
duction and Ruapehu Bulletin.

“A big thanks to all our volunteers,” said 
Maaki, “and we look forward to seeing you 
all again at the next event.” 

The last word goes to judge Korty Wil-
son – “I felt honoured to be asked to judge 
this event. The atmosphere was amazing 
and the community support was incredible. 
I am very proud to be from here.”

Organisers note that, due to a small 
hiccup during the award announcements, 
one of the local stories did not match the 
award and they wish to acknowledge the 
error “because this family has been part of 
the event for many years”.

“They continue to create delicious and 
amazing entries year after year.” Henere Larsen, winner of the Grand Prize at Saturday’s Wild Food Challenge at the Raetihi 

Cosmopolitan Club. Photo: Raetihi Promotions.

Pony ball almost sold out
There’s a buzz about town as the countdown 

to Waimarino Pony Club’s Charity Ball on 
Saturday 25 March begins. 

Organiser Desarie Drayton says that just 40 
tickets remain available for their ‘Off to the 
Races’ themed event at the Rangataua Hall. 

Funds raised through ticket sales and a char-
ity auction will go towards helping current 
and future riding members in their equestrian 
education. 

“The values our members develop at Pony 
Club include sportsmanship, citizenship and 
loyalty, which in turn create strength of character 
and self-discipline. These fundamental skills 
will help our kids on their life journeys and in 

their chosen future careers,” says Desarie.
“Pony Clubs are voluntary organisations and 

as such we rely on donations of time, skills and 
money to achieve our goal of encouraging young 
people to learn and enjoy the sport connected 
with ponies and horse riding.”

After two and half long years of lockdowns 
and cancelled events due to Covid-19, event 
organisers and locals alike are ready to dust off 
their dancing shoes for a big night out in support 
of a great cause. 

The Ball kicks off at 7pm with nibbles, fol-
lowed by a charity auction, then live music until 
1am. Tickets are $100 per person. 

Organisers promise “the best social event our 

district has seen this year”.
Donations of auction items are still welcome 

– contact Desarie Drayton on 021802616 for 
more information. There will be no door sales 
so those wishing to attend must pay for their 
tickets before Friday 17 March.

This month King Country Pony Club Area, 
which is made up of Waimarino Pony Club and 
Taumarunui and Districts Pony Clubs, will host 
the 2023 Zone 2 Quality Presentations Games 
Final on 1-2 April at the Waimarino A&P Show-
grounds. As well as hosting, the Area will have 
a team and Waimarino Pony Club will have 
pairs entered. To qualify, members must have 
attended a minimum of four pony club rallies.
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Dekker Machinery
29 Seddon St, Raetihi. Phone 06 385 4224.

Ohakune 48C Foyle Street

578sqm 3 2 1

Asking Price $715,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

New year, new opportunity

Unquestionable quality defines this newly built

executive residence which celebrates family living in

style. A mix of neutral modern colours and timbers

give the exterior standout appeal, while blended

indoor and outdoor spaces make the home come alive

by bringing the beauty of the outside world indoors.

Plentiful double-glazing, including oversized windows

in living areas, ensures abundant natural light. Throw

open the stacker sliders and relax and entertain on the

sunny deck that seamlessly extends off the light-filled

family room.

bayleys.co.nz/2900579

River guardians 
back in the water

Mt Ruapehu Snow season sale soon
Season passes for the 2023 Mt Ruapehu snow 

season are set to go on sale within the next four 
weeks, with Ruapehu Alpine Lifts given the 
green light from the Ministry of Business Inno-
vation and Employment, through the voluntary 
administrators.

“While a resolution to the current Voluntary 
Administration of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts Limited 
(RAL) has yet to be concluded, discussions and 
negotiations are continuing, and key stakeholders 
remain hopeful that an acceptable outcome can 
be achieved,” stated RAL in an update last week.

The company has promised more updates “as 
soon as possible” on the sale, but has said pass 
sale numbers will be capped and only available 
to purchase during the campaign season.

“A 2023 Mt Ruapehu Season Pass will remain 
the best value skiing and snowboarding in New 
Zealand,” says RAL.

“A 2023 Season Pass will give you access to 
the full 1050 hectares of world-class freeride ter-
rain, across both Whakapapa and Tūroa.”

However, they have confirmed that the opera-

tions at Tūroa will be limited, but will still pro-
vide top to bottom access, when conditions allow.
Trust account

The company has said that all Season Pass 
purchase monies will be held in a third-party 
trust account “until certainty can be given as to 
the 2023 season opening”.

“If Mt Ruapehu is still unable to open then all 
Season Pass purchase monies will be refunded.”

“We are taking a different approach to our 2023 
season passes, with options to buy with more 
confidence and greater peace of mind. We want 
to acknowledge the challenges of the last three 
years and give you more options in your Season 
Pass purchase.”

RAL says work continues alongside key 
stakeholders to “realise a future for Mt Ruapehu 
beyond the 2023 season”. 

The Administrators continue to work with 
MBIE and RDU, to present a plan to creditors 
“which could include establishment of a new 
business entity to take activities on Mt Ruapehu 
into the future, including raising capital”. 

Life pass future
An outcome for Mt Ruapehu Life Pass Holders 

will be realised through this process, says RAL.
RAL administrator John Fisk said he is hopeful 

that after years of Covid and weather disruption, 
the ski season on Mt Ruapehu will be a success.

“All the work we’ve done to date has been to 
prepare for that.

“We’re very grateful that we’ve had funding 
from government and from the ANZ bank to en-
able work to be done in the summer that prepares 
the mountain for the winter season.

“This is the next step in that process. It’s 
a very important step to get the season pass 
campaign under way and that will help build 
towards winter.”
Creditors meeting

Robert Krebs, representing the RAL share-
holders and Life Pass holders, reported on Mon-
day from a creditors’ meeting on Friday 3 March.

“Both PwC administrators and MBIE have 
been busy consulting with both Sam Clarkson 
and myself over the last week and will continue 

to do so as they finalise a plan for the watershed 
meeting (to be held by May). 

“PwC are well aware that Life Passholders 
need certainty on where they are placed for the 
2023 winter season. They also understand the 
importance of maintaining the goodwill of Life 
Passholders,” he said on Monday.

“MBIE are developing the plan and have 
provided the lions share of the $10m short-term 
financing for the Voluntary Administration, 
alongside ANZ Bank who have provided $2m 
of the $10m.

“PwC alongside RAL are giving advice to 
MBIE and have been consulting with the Life 
Pass representatives to get feedback on their 
advice and most importantly have listened to 
the thoughts and ideas that have been derived 
from the life passholders themselves through 
this group.

“Overall, I am feeling very positive and opti-
mistic that things are moving in the right direc-
tion and hope we hear more updates on the future 
of the Ruapehu skifields in the coming weeks.”

F i s h  &  G a m e  h a s 
launched a diving pro-
gramme to monitor New 
Zealand’s trout populations 
and assess the health of the 
nation’s waterways.

Fish  & Game s taff 
equipped with diving gear 
will drift and glide down 
hundreds of kilometres of 
rivers across the country, 
including the Rangitikei in 
the Springvale area, record-
ing water clarity and tem-
perature, assess instream 
fish habitat, the number of 
native fish, algal growth 
and the various instream 
insects present.

Divers will explore well 
over 250km of waterways, 
covering around 100 dif-
ferent rivers throughout the 
country.

The information from the 
trout population surveys 
will be used to help set 
catch limits for anglers.

Corina Jordan, Fish 
& Game New Zealand 
chief executive, says the 
programme highlights the 
important environmen-
tal monitoring role of the 
organisation.

“Drift diving enables us 
to give rivers a close-up 
health check. Combined 
with our assessment of the 

trout population – the 
species that has the 
highest water quality 
requirement of any of 
New Zealand’s fish – 
these observations will 
give us a good gauge 
on how healthy our 
rivers are.

“It is going to be 
interesting to see how 
the North Island riv-
ers in particular have 
fared after Cyclone 
Gabrielle.”

Many regions have 
information dating 

back over 30 years, 
the longest running da-
taset of its kind, which 
can give valuable in-
sight into the long-term 
trends of river health.

“No other organisa-
tion or government 
agency does more of 
this important type 
of monitoring of our 
waterways than Fish 
& Game,” says Ms 
Jordan.

“I t  wi l l  g ive us 
unique insights into 
the interactions be-

tween trout and some 
of our native fish, such 
as eels, which co-exist 
quite happily.

“In fact, it’s not un-
common for divers to 
see trout being eaten 
by eels, or trout with 
bite marks on them, 
which shows trout have 
become an important 
component of the food 
chain in many New 
Zealand rivers.”

The drift dive pro-
gramme is expected to 
run until early April.

Drift diving on the Rangikei River – measuring the trout population and river health. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
ACROSS
7. Song written for important events 
(Māori) (6)
8. Collect (6)
10. Wool product (7)
11. Great Barrier Island (5)
12. Compass direction (4)
13. Farmer (inf) (5)
17. House (5)
18. Blue duck (Māori) (4)
22. Influence (5)
23. Inhabitant of Westland (7)
24. Yearly (6)
25. Expose falseness (6)
DOWN
1. Be uncomfortably hot (7)
2. Bystander (7)
3. Mururoa ___, where PM Norman Kirk 
dispatched an “honourable” mission to 
witness France’s nuclear tests in 1973 (5)

4. In mythology, home to Māori before 
they sailed to New Zealand (7)
5. Whakaari/___ Island (5)
6. Northland bay named after a fish by 
Captain Cook (5)
9. Wrong (9)
14. One of NZ’s best known hotels, The 
___ (7)
15. Double-barrelled smoothbore firearm 
(7)
16. New Zealand beach famous for its 
boulders (7)
19. Small piece of material (5)
20. Tied up (5)
21. Speleologist (5)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Auction, 4. Matai, 7. Acne, 8. Stiletto, 10. Sure To Rise, 12. Astute, 13. 
Postie, 15. Charitable, 18. Carousel, 19. Four, 20. Score, 21. Staunch. 
Down: 1. Adams, 2. Contrite, 3. Nature, 4. Molesworth, 5. Tote, 6. Idolise, 9. State 
house, 11. Stubborn, 12. Alpacas, 14. Briefs, 16. Earth, 17. Arvo. 

THE       CROSSWORD

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

45 Clyde Street, Ohakune.
Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community 

newspaper. Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, 
National Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding 

rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

advertising Deadline 5pm friday

Phone (06) 385 8532

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
 Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support 

phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice
 Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com  or phone 06-385-

3253 and leave a message.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui)
 Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service
 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 

06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. 
Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty 
chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
 Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres
 Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
 06-385-9580
Plunket Society 
 Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-

6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross
 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune
 027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP
 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens
 Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John
 In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre
  0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre
 Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library
 waimarinotoylibrary@hotmail.com
Women’s Refuge
 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384
Ruapehu Mayor
 Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board
 Board members: Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 

021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. Janelle Hinch (RDC 
rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha 

Rudkin 027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; 
Oriwia Wanakore 027-222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-
353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-

07657; Kay Henare 027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  
Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to 
keep it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you 
see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Weekend mission to 
the Crossing

Carcasses dumped in 
streams

People dumping animal carcasses in waterways around the Ruapehu 
District has angered residents, with the Council receiving a lot of 
complaints. People who know of anyone who is involved in such 
incidents is asked to contact the RDC Compliance Team so they can 
follow up on the complaints. Pictured is part of a deer carcass dumped 
in a stream beside Dreadnought Road in Ohakune.

A woman in her 50s sustained leg injuries while 
hiking the Tongariro Alpine Crossing on Friday 
evening. She was rescued by the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter crew, (above) including the 
onboard critical care flight paramedic. She was 
winched out (below) and transported to Taupo 
Hospital for further treatment.
On Saturday morning, the Grassroots Trust 
Rescue Helicopter was dispatched to a rural 
forest area in the Whanganui District for a man 
in his 60s who had become disoriented and had 
set off his beacon. The crew located the man 
and transported him to Whanganui Airport.



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  8 March 2023 • 5

LA
N

25
39

CENTRAL DISTRICTS FIELD DAYS  
16-18 MARCH

GEAR UP
FOR 2023

 f   Finance from 0.99%* on CLAAS ARION 620C 
tractor and loader packages bought in the month 
of March 2023

 f Heavy duty design and built for NZ conditions

 f Fixed price servicing available

CENTRAL DISTRICTS 
53 Kawakawa Rd, Feilding 
Jordan Law 027 228 4372 
Tony Brett 027 491 7700 
Todd Fletcher 027 529 9001

* T&Cs apply. Only while stocks last. Valid until 31/3/2023. Finance based on 30% deposit, 
36 monthly payments, 0.99%. Normal lending conditions apply.

It’s Central Districts Field Days time in Feilding. 
CLAAS Harvest Centre Central Districts has the 
deals to keep you growing. Gear up with this 
excellent finance and warranty package on the 
mighty CLAAS ARION 620C and keep an eye out 
for other great deals.

FIELD 
DAYS
DEAL 

 CLAAS ARION 620C TRACTOR  
AND LOADER PACKAGE*

#1
LOCATED AT
SITE W62-65

Ruapehu to develop smokefree vapefree policy
Ruapehu District is one of only eight local 

councils that doesn’t have a smokefree or vapefree 
policy, but this is set to change.

Councillors voted to develop and implement a 
smokefree policy, at their meeting in Ohakune on 
22 February.

Once developed the policy will go out for public 
consultation.

Some councillors were sceptical that a policy 
would make any difference, without any means 
to enforce such a policy.

Councillors were advised that the policy would 
lead to council being able to provide education 

around the dangers of smoking and vaping.
In her report to councillors, staff member Slade 

Rees said a policy would help lead to fewer smok-
ers, especially among Māori.

“The District has a higher Māori population 
of 43.4% compared to the New Zealand average 
of 17.4%. The level of smoking in the District’s 
Māori population is 35.8% compared with the New 
Zealand average of 28.3%,” stated Rees.

“The implementation of a smokefree and va-
pefree policy in the District will promote cultural 
wellbeing as our tamariki and rangatahi will see 
less smoking and vaping in public places, thereby 

de-normalising smoking and vaping behaviour in 
public places. 

“The hope is that this will lead to less of our 
population, especially Māori, taking up smoking 
and vaping.”

Councillors were advised that council staff were 
approached by the Whanganui Cancer Society and 
Te Whatu Ora in 2022, regarding the creation of a 
Smokefree and Vapefree Policy. 

“Several councillors from the previous Council 
expressed an interest in the implementation of 
a Smokefree and Vapefree Policy last year, and 
Mayor (Weston) Kirton recently expressed an 

interest in this as well.”
She said it is undeniable that smoking is harmful 

to human health and evidence is emerging regard-
ing the harm of vaping.

The Policy for the District would declare 
Council-owned public places “as smokefree and 
vapefree and to de-normalise smoking and vaping 
behaviour”.

“In supporting Central Government’s Smoke-
free 2025 goal by implementing a Smokefree and 
Vapefree Policy, the Council will be promoting 
social, environmental, and cultural wellbeing 
within the District.”

Postie and Professor inspires young axeman
Bolstad is to New Zealand wood-chopping a bit like Barrett 

is to New Zealand rugby – but instead of three brothers, Bolstad 
spans three generations of Ruapehu axemen.

As fond as the latest of those generations is of his surname, for 
18-year-old Morgan Bolstad it’s a nickname that’s really inspiring 
him as he guns for his first national title this week.

“Dad was known as The Professor and The Postman in wood-
chopping circles,” smiles Bolstad.

“The Professor ‘cos of how accurate his technique was … and 
The Postman ‘cos of how he always delivered.”

His father, David and grand-father, Sonny Bolstad before 
him, were both giants of the national and international axemen 
competitions.

But for Morgan, the memory and legacy of his dad, who tragi-
cally died at the Waiuku Axemen Champs from a heart attack 
in 2011 with Morgan there aged just seven, is what provides his 
greatest motivation to achieve in the sport he loves.

“I actually won my very first ‘boys chop’ at a competition the 
following year as an eight-year-old.

“Dad was always so helpful and generous with his time and 
knowledge for others in wood chopping during his time, and 
he was sought out by younger competitors for training sessions 
because of his reputation and nicknames.

“The cool thing is I’m competing alongside some of those 
same axemen now. They’re older than me but they remember 
what dad did for them and I think they look out for me and try 
and help me out a little bit because of that.”

This Friday at the NZ Stihl Timbersport National Champion-
ships, Bolstad will be lining up alongside his peers in the hotly-
contested rookies division. He came second in the Nationals last 
year so hopes to go one better – not least because the rewards are 
‘quite worldly’ for a young builders’ apprentice from Taumarunui.

This winning national rookie earns a place in the NZ Team that 
heads off to the Stihl Timbersport World Trophy in Rotterdam in 
June and then again to the Stihl Timbersport World Champion-
ships in Stuttgart in October.

“They’re two pretty impressive carrots alright,” muses Bolstad.
But he also knows that the title of National Rookie Champ 

would be the greatest way to honour his dad – still with probably 
more than 20 competitive years left in the sport. The youngest Bolstad axeman, 18-year-old Morgan is aiming to continue the Ruapehu family world tradition.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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Govt to lead 

ski areas 2023 

opening plan 
The Crown is leading the process of 

preparing a plan to operate Whakapapa 

and Tūroa ski areas for winter 2023, that 

is hoped will be viable and can be put to 

creditors, the Ruapehu Alpine Lifts admin-

istrators advised last week. 

“The Crown has asked for time to com-

plete the plan and for us to delay promo-

tion of a season pass campaign until there 

is greater clarity to what 

may be offered in 2023,” 

the administrators, John 

Fisk and Richard Nacey, 

from Price Waterhouse 

Coopers.
The administrators 

have secured funding 

from the Crown and ANZ 

Bank to maintain the busi-

ness through to at least the 

Watershed Meeting that must be called by 

9 May 2023 and, potentially, through to the 

start of the 2023 winter season.

“A key plank in any plan that could be 

put to creditors at the Watershed meeting 

is having support for it from iwi,” state the 

administrators in the update.

They said the Crown is leading the 

process “given the Crown funding and iwi 

request for the Crown to be involved in any 

negotiations with them”.

“The Administrators are determined to 

do everything they can to get the best result 

from the process for the creditors of RAL 

and the community.”

They say data has led the decision-

making, including providing limited opera-

tions at Tūroa.

“A positive upswing in guest numbers 

and overall performance is not just a case 

of “opening more things” and in fact 

considering the data, it is possible to sug-

gest that the first goal should be “opening 

more often” a focus 

on the number of open 

days and on-time per-

formance will make the 

greatest initial gain/im-

provement, which will 

in turn then allow the 

business to justify open-

ing more facilities.”

They said that inter-

nationally, there is a 

basic rule of thumb that ski areas need to 

see more than 100 open days in a season in 

order to find economies of scale.

“While Tūroa 2023 is a constrained 

operating model, the multiyear goal must 

be in returning its performance closer to 

Whakapapa and to skier days in excess 

of 150,000.
“Tūroa has experienced low snow and 

therefore slow starts in each of the last 

three seasons. While it is reasonable to 

expect that this doesn’t happen again there 

is not enough guarantee for us to be able to 

“A key plank in any 

plan that could be 

put to creditors at the 

Watershed meeting 

is having support for 

it from iwi.”

Turn to Page 2

Five school generations

Four generations of Ohakune Primary School pupils 

from the Thompson clan became five on Wednesday last 

week, when two five-year-old cousins walked through 

the gates.
Art King and Finn Mastrovich are the new generation 

of pupils to attend the school.

In 1996, the Bulletin ran a ‘four generations’ photo 

when Carrie Webb started school and was pictured with 

her mother Brenda Webb, who started school in 1968, her 

grandfather Bruce Thompson who started in 1942 and 

her great-grandmother Emily Thompson who started in 

1914 at the then Ohakune District High School.

Four generations from the Thomson clan, from left, Carie King (nee Webb) with Art, Teri 

Mastrovich (nee Webb) with Finn, Bruce Thompson and Brenda Webb. Inset: the late Emily 

Thompson, who died in 2003.
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Dean bags NZ sidecar trophy

Ohakune sidecar swinger Dean Corrigan scored three 

race wins and a second place at the last motorcycle event 

to be held at Pukekohe on 4-6 February.

The event drew 350 riders with a total of over 400 

classic motorbikes for the 43rd New Zealand Classic 

Motorcycle Racing Register Classic Festival, which was 

dubbed the farewell to Pukekohe as the course will no 

longer be available to motorcycles.

Dean and Mark Smith have teamed up for four years 

to ride their 1975 BMW R100 1070cc motorcycle. The 

machine has a Clive Watson frame with a Moore Speed 

UK motor.
Dean has been racing for 12 years and won the cham-

pionship for the first time with Mark.

As well as their success at Pukekohe, they picked up the 

combined 2-year championship, based on their successes 

from February 2021 to October 2022. The double-season 

was due to the Covid pandemic.

At Pukekohe, Mark and Dean qualified fourth from 22 

sidecars, winning three races and taking second in the last 

race on Monday 6 February.

Three of the races were points races for the start of the 

2023 championship, giving them a great start to the season.

One of the races was for the Howard Gregory Trophy, 

which they won.

The New Zealand Sidecar Racing Association is run-

ning a ‘have a go day’ on sidecars at Manfield Circuit in 

May and Dean and Mike intend to take part.

Mark Smith and Dean Corrigan in winning form at the Whanganui Cemetery Circuit on Boxing Day, 

2022. Photo: Graham Meiklejohn. Inset: Dean Corrigan recently picked up prizes at Pukekohe as 

the first meet of the 2023 racing season, while also picking up his shared championship for the 

2021-2022 season. Photo: Saskia Corrigan.

RDC works 

to avoid 25% 

rates rise: 

Kirton
The current inflationary environment is 

challenging Ruapehu District Council in 

its efforts to keep the average rate increase 

and fees and charges as low as possible for 

the up-coming 2023/24 

rating year.
The mayor, Weston 

Kirton, said that with the 

Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) being over 7%, 

RDC was very mind-

ful of the cost of living 

issues confronting our 

communities and was 

working hard to find 

spending reductions.

“Unfortunately, many 

of the cost increases 

Council is facing are 

significantly above the 

CPI and, in many cases, 

completely beyond our 

control.
“This includes such things as increases 

in interest payments, depreciation, labour 

market pressures and contracted supplier 

charges.
“We are needing to increase spending 

just to stand still and maintain existing 

levels of service.”

He said increases in interest payments 

alone are demanding a 6% rate rise before 

starting to factor in sup-

plier contract commit-

ments and other factors.

Many of major con-

tracts for maintaining 

critical infrastructure or 

services are linked to a 

relevant inflation index.

“This means the con-

tracts adjust in response 

to inflation pressures and 

we have no choice but to 

absorb and then pass on 

the increase.”

He cites the exam-

ple the waste manage-

ment contract that has 

increased by 18%, while 

inflation in the infrastruc-

ture area is up 15% both underpinned by 

significant jumps in operating costs such 

as fuel, materials and labour.

“Another impact of high inflation is 

Weston Kirton: rates 

pressure will be challenging 

for 2023.
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Show success with amazing support

The Waimarino Agricultural and Pastoral Show 

committee want to “make an extra special fuss” 

about their sponsors and amazing volunteers, who 

made the Show a big success on Saturday.

“The awesome people who give their time 

up to organise the Show, setup, run and pack up 

the show,” says committee spokesperson Angela 

McCoubrie. 

“The farmers who donate lambs, the growers 

who donated veggie boxes, the big businesses and 

organisations, the small local owner operators, the 

stall holders, the wood choppers, the competitors 

and animals. 

“The local sports clubs, musicians, the chefs, the 

kids, their parents and the village of people that it 

takes to support our amazing committee – thank 

you everyone!”

She said this year the show was double the size of 

the previous show, with over 3400 people. 

The free rides were a massive hit, with a huge 

waterslide and ninja course. 

The Argentinean barbecue was a real hit with 

hundreds of people stopping to take photos and 

waiting for the slow-cook meat to be ready.

“Having a massive 10x20m marquee there and 

gazebos leant to us from the Cancer Society meant 

there was plenty more shade than previous years, 

which was well received,” says Angela McCoubrie.

An impressive turn-out for the Waimarino A&P Show was thanks to ‘amazing support’ 

from sponsors, says the committee. At right, Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton cuts the 

Produce Shed opening ribbon, with Show volunteers, from left, Catie Robb, Di Rout and 

Angela McCoubrie. Photos: Alex Roke.
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Ruapehu fund 

to offer cyclone 

breaks
Ruapehu District Council has committed 

$10,000 toward the Mayoral Relief Fund 

to aid Cyclone Gabrielle recovery efforts.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 

that in deciding how to spend the money, 

he wanted to do something to help people 

working at the forefront of the recovery.

“Working on a natural disaster recovery 

effort for an extended period of time such 

as in this case can have significant impacts 

on peoples’ physical, emotional, and men-

tal well-being, as well as their personal and 

financial lives,” he said.

“In recognition of these impacts, I want 

to use the funding to offer workers, com-

munity leaders and others involved in the 

recovery a weekend of respite here in our 

amazing District to rest and recharge.

“It is readily apparent that due to the 

scale of the disaster the recovery will be 

on-going for some significant time and 

that the people involved will need timeout.

“With Ruapehu district being only a few 

hours’ drive away from the impacted areas, 

we are perfectly placed to offer some of 

these people a much-needed break.”

He said as well as benefiting the disaster 

recovery efforts this approach also directly 

supports Ruapehu’s visitor and tourism sector.

“We are still working through the details 

of how the scheme will be administered. 

However, if people would like to contribute 

please contact Council on 07 895 8188,” 

he said.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton wants to use the $10,000 in cyclone relief 

money in the Mayoral Relief Fund to offer workers, community leaders 

and others involved in the recovery, a weekend of respite in Ruapehu 

district to rest and recharge.

Food goes 

wild in 

Raetihi

Nadia Sullivan cooks up a wild storm on her way to win a junior prize at the Local Wild Food 

Challenge in Raetihi on Saturday, under the watchful eye of judge Hughie Blues. See inside for 

details. Photo: Jude Chevin.
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.
5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier 

than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off? 
Transpower the owner and operator of the National Grid and Powerco who connect homes and businesses in this 
region are undertaking regular scheduled maintenance at the Mataroa Substation and work on its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.  
Transpower would like to advise residents in the Taihape, 
Waiouru and surrounding areas that a power outage 
is required on:

Sunday 19 March 2023 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm
The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there is 
never an ideal time for consumers to be without electricity 
and apologise for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause. We have worked to fi nd a time with Powerco that is 
least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact communications@
transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer 
with your customer number.

TPRB815323

* The areas affected by the power outage shown on the map are illustrative only.
 You will be notifi ed by your retailer if your power is affected.

Electricity 
outage area*
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Locals back on the horse

Around 30 people tried their hands at various rodeo 
events at the Waimarino Rodeo Club’s Horse Sports Fun 
Day on Saturday, which was well supported by the local 
and Turangi communities.

There were 17 kids entered for the morning events and 
14 adults in the afternoon, followed by a jackpot pole 
bending and barrel race. 

Events contested on the day included pole bending, 
mug race, flag race, sack race, egg and spoon race, DB 

derby, rescue relay, midnight alarm and barrel racing. 
The Waimarino Rodeo Club thanks the sponsors that 

contributed prizes and supported the club towards a great 
event that was held partly to boost funds towards running 
the upcoming annual rodeo weekend, on 18-19 March: 
Placemakers, Ohakune Pharmacy, Kombi Coffee, TCB, 
PGG Wrightson Ohakune, PGG Wrightson Taihape, 
Express Automotive, The Gym, Peak FM, Unjustified 
Risk – Whakatane and Ruapehu Bulletin.

Whiri Ellis, riding The Bro, competes in the kids barrel race on Saturday, with help from John 
Ellis. Photo: Serena Taylor.

More than 1 million 
people completed 
census forms by 
Tuesday morning

Tuesday morning Stats NZ counted 
1,435,025 completed individual census 
forms, the morning of census day. 

“It is great to see so many people 
completing their census forms ahead of 
Census Day,” says Simon Mason, deputy 
government statistician and deputy chief 
executive census and collection operations.

“Stats NZ recognises the public interest 
in the progress of the 2023 Census. Com-
pleted census forms have been flowing 
in since late February, with many people 
choosing to complete their forms early.” 

The aim is for the whole country, exclud-
ing areas affected by Cyclone Gabrielle 
whose response will come later, to com-
plete their census forms by Census Day.

“Completing your census forms on time 
means fewer non-responding households 
will need to be visited after Census Day,” 
says Simon Mason.

“Now more than ever we want people 
to complete their census forms, so we can 
pivot in the coming weeks to support the 
people in areas impacts by Cyclone Gabri-
elle to be heard and counted.

“So please New Zealand, make sure you 
complete your census forms by census 
night!”

Stats NZ will publish the tally of com-
pleted Individual Forms for the 2023 

Census. The tally will be a total number 
of online and paper forms as they are 
received.

The tally will be updated daily on the 
census website (www.census.govt.nz) at 
9.00am.

The primary input to the daily tally is 
the number of online Individual Forms 
received through the census website. Stats 
NZ expects most of the population to have 
completed their census online. However, 
how people respond is the respondent’s 
choice. As paper forms arrive from all 
over Aotearoa New Zealand, they will be 
added to the tally.

The tally of forms submitted by indi-
viduals does not directly translate to a 
response rate, which is the proportion of 
the population who usually live in New 
Zealand who completed the census. The 
response rate, which is an official measure 
for the census, will be determined by a 
separate post-enumeration survey which 
happens after the 2023 Census.

Every person staying overnight in 
Aotearoa New Zealand on Census Day is 
required to complete the census form. After 
Census Day, Stats NZ will start visiting 
households where census forms were not 
completed by Census Day.

Royal rocks and rolls 
Raetihi’s Royal Theatre rocked and 

rolled to the sound of two New Zealand 
music icons on Saturday night.

The appreciative audience enjoyed a 
wonderful evening of reminiscing and sing 
along, firstly with Brendan Dugan playing 
a collection of the songs he is renowned for.  

Dennis Marsh followed, singing songs as 
he wondered amongst the audience, shak-
ing hands, dancing with the audience and 
building a wonderful rapport as they sang 
and applauded every moment they enjoyed.

This was the second show the Theatre 
Royal Waimarino Charitable Trust have 
produced this year, after they took over 
from the previous Trust.

“It is wonderful to see people coming to 
the theatre and enjoying another evening 

of entertainment, with Seddon Street full 
of cars from locals and even people from 
Whanganui and Taumarunui coming 
along,” said Gary Griffin-Chappel, chair 
of the Trust. 

“Our aim is to bring a wide range of acts 
to the theatre, to give people a great night 
of entertainment, enjoying a drink and a 
supper at the end of each show. 

“We have a comedy hypnotist booked 
for 24 June, and we are in discussions 
with a tribute band and other acts to fill 
the calendar with. 

“We hope the community will come out 
and support the theatre, the trust is run by 
volunteers and every cent we can earn goes 
back into the Theatre to redevelop it and 
return it to its glory days.”

Dennis Marsh and Brendan Dugan filled the Royal with favourite songs. 
Photo supplied.
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Experts

Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Digger Hire

Ph 021 116 2853

New 2 ton digger for hire
cab and radio
150mm 230mm 450mm & 600mm auger tilt standard
400mm rock 210mm & 280mm spade buckets
Can deliver
Servicing Central North Island

230 + GST full day | 150 + GST half day | 1000 + GST a week
100 + GST per hour with operator

Contact Steve for bookings and info 07 895 7462

ALUMINIUM JOINERY & DOUBLE GLAZING

(06) 345 0447  //  www.getglazed.co.nz

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Mulch
- Pebbles

- Bark
- White chip

- Top soil
- Compost

Email:
Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

Ruapehu 
College 
thanks 
good sorts

Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff and 
students 

Ruapehu College this week acknowledges some ‘good 
sorts’ in the community who have given up their time and 
assisted the students at the school. 

“Ruapehu College is blessed with many people who 
volunteer and support in some way or another and we 
feel it was time we established Ruapehu College Good 
Sorts, which will be led by some of our senior students and 
staff to recognise those awesome people,” said principal 
Marama Allen. 

In this round of ‘Good Sorts’, there are several people 
the school acknowledges. 

“Thank you to Dean Curly for putting up his hand to 
drive our junior volleyball team to Whanganui when we 
were unable to find another driver.

“Thank you to Max and Mac at Kune Shuttles and 
Bike Hire who have helped to service our school bikes 
over the summer.

“Thank you to Parvinder ‘Sunny’ Singh for offering your 
skills and knowledge to help train our volleyball teams on 
Mondays. Sunny is a New Zealand representative player.”

Max Carling-Currin and Mac Madson at Kune Shuttles bike workshop, where they have serviced the College bikes.

Early roar into 
Ohakune for Lions

Lions roared into Ohakune recently, from as far 
away as Canada, to visit the Tangiwai Disaster 
Memorial site recently.

The Lions International vice president Patti Hill, 
accompanied by the NZ District 202D Governor 
Stephen Barr and other officers visited the Tangi-
wai Memorial site.  

Ruapehu Lions member Bob Norling gave 
them a tour and explained the history as well as 
taking them for a walk up to the site where they 
can look down into the river and still see some 
of the remains of the old train. He explained the 
support that Ruapehu Lions have provided for 
the memorial.

Afterwards around 30 of them were treated 
to the traditionally great Ruapehu Lions Club 
hospitality, with a hearty lunch before moving on.

The visitors showed their appreciation for their 
time in Ruapehu a few days later at the Club’s 
Regional Convention in Feilding.  

Ruapehu president Fred Collett also received 
a certificate, recognising the Ruapehu Club for 
recruiting the most new compared to the number 
of current members.

“We have one of the smallest clubs but Fred 
threw out a challenge to other clubs by donat-
ing $5000 to the flood areas and encouraging 
other clubs to match it,” said spokesperson Lyn 
McMillan.

The donation has been deposited into either the 
Gisborne or Hawkes Bay Lions Club flood account 
where it can be used to help the most needy areas.

Any reader who would like to join Lions or 
become a friend of Lions where you can help with 
projects without having to come to the meetings 
is asked to phone Fred on 0210671649 or Lynn 
0272676696.  

“It is both rewarding and great fun as well as 
helping our community.”

Patti Hill, Lions International vice president, at left, is pictured with her hosts, 
Ruapehu Lions president Fred Collett and Rene Haeberli. Photo supplied.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire
Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Retail & Homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES PubLIC nOTICES

1 Barperson/1 Kitchen 
Staff Required

Can you work in a team environment and 
enjoy cooking, then we have the job for you 
Starting two evenings a week and extra 
hours when we have functions. 

Bar person, LCQ preferred. Come work with 
our friendly team.

Apply in the first instance to:
Sheryll Ridley, Manager/ Secretary 

06 3858221 or send your CV to: 
ohakuneclub@xtra.co.nz

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
SITuATIOnS VACAnT

 LIVESTOCK WANTED
300-370 Bulls
Steers 340kg

25-27kg Lambs

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
55 A2/A2 Mt 18th Frsn/FrsnX Heifers

BW 180 PW 220 $850
(were not put to a Bull)

40 Spring Calving A2 Heifers

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

buSInESS 
nOTICES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
021 055 4794 for prices.

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R Y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

Ruapehu District Council 
Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu 
Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council  
Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board 
Luke Pepper, Chairperson 
Ōwhango-National Park Community Board  
Anthony Gurr, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson  
Risk & Assurance Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson

  07 895 8188

   027 329 2849

  021 487 742

  027 499 9408 

  027 274 2616

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
6:00pm, Thursday 30 March 2023
The Centre, 14 Seddon Street, Raetihi

 

Ruapehu District Council 
10:00am, Wednesday 22 March 2023  
Council Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

NGAPORO WAIMARINO 
FOREST TRUST

Tēnā koutou ngā Uri

EDUCATION 
GRANTS

CLOSING 31 MARCH 2023

For official application form and information 
regarding other available grants go to

www.ngaporowaimarino.maori.nz
Or Contact:

Robert Spicer - 06 345 1166
robert@beltonsmith.co.nz

or Johanne Patel - 027 307 5149
Post Applications to:

PO Box 4386 Whanganui
Deliver Applications to:

166 Wicksteed St, Whanganui

Waimarino
We are here to help

Please give us a call
06 348 7402 or
Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355

Waimarino visits every third Wednesday.
Home visits if needed.

Opera at Taihape
The Hours

Thursday 16 March – 4pm
Taihape Majestic Theatre

Contact Di 0211 657 343 for more information.
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Registered 
Nurse

Permanent part time,
24 – 32 hrs per week

Health 
Coach

20 hrs per week
(to cover maternity leave)

 

CV and covering letter to:
tracy@rhl.org.nz or any enquires or

for a job description phone 06 3854211.

OECT Community 
Funding 

Applications Open
Wednesday 8 March - Wednesday 29 March.

The Ohakune Events Charitable Trust 
(OECT) Community Fund is a dedicated 
fund for sponsoring local community roopu/
groups in Ohakune and surrounding towns.

The OECT funding aims to support projects 
that benefit the wider community and 
promote the growth of the Ruapehu region, 
highlighting the resources available in our 
beautiful district. This could be from helping 
support a fundraiser to seed funding an 
event.

For more information and a copy of the 
application form, or if you have any 
questions – please contact The Ohakune 
Events Charitable Trust via the email - 
oectnz@gmail.com

PubLIC nOTICES

Ohakune Inc.
AGM

Friday 17 March, AGM @ 6pm at Kings

To be followed @ 7pm with a chance to 
meet our project leaders and hear their 

project plans in 2023.

There will be an update on Mountains to 
Sea trails

Nibbles provided. All welcome.

RSVP Secretary ohakune2000inc@gmail.com

Nancy Winter Early Childhood Centre has a

permanent position 
for a registered ECE 

teacher
Enquiries to Brenda Burnard 
(nancywintercentre@xtra.co.nz) for timeline 
and more information.

MAUNGARONGO 
MARAE

 

SPECIAL GENERAL 
MEETING

 

Saturday 1 April 2023, 11am
Maungarongo Marae and via Zoom

 

AGENDA
1. Adopt Marae Charter
2. Trustee Election
 

To view the Draft Charter or to obtain a 
Trustee Nomination form please email: 
maungarongomarae.secretary@gmail.com
 

Nominations must be received by Saturday 25 
March 2023, 5pm

HAVE YOU GOT AN EVENT you want  
to tell the community about? Contact us 
here at the Bulletin on 06-385-8532.

Carrot 
Rocket 

Celebration

1 April

Not a 
Joke

FINANCE OFFICER
An opportunity is waiting for you within our Finance, 
Strategy & Governance team.  This is a full time 
position, with flexi working arrangements considered.
If you have previous experience within the accounts 
receivable, bank reconciliation and other administrative 
work then we want to hear from you.  Attention to detail, 
the ability to navigate your time effectively and meet 
deadlines is a core requirement of the role.  
You will be joining an experienced collegial team who 
are great to work with and are passionate about the 
contribution they make.

For more information refer to our website:
www.ruapehudc.govt.nz

Or email: work@ruapehudc.govt.nz
Applications close Monday 20 March 2023.
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Ruapehu District Council 
Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu 
Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council  
Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board 
Luke Pepper, Chairperson 
Ōwhango-National Park Community Board  
Anthony Gurr, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson  
Risk & Assurance Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson

  07 895 8188

   027 329 2849

  021 487 742

  027 499 9408 

  027 274 2616

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
6:00pm, Thursday 30 March 2023
The Centre, 14 Seddon Street, Raetihi

 

Ruapehu District Council 
10:00am, Wednesday 22 March 2023  
Council Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

Companies made successful 
without advertising...

and flying pigs spotted!
Without advertising nothing much happens. Advertising is a wonderful 
tool. Use the power of advertising in the region’s leading community 

publication and your message will get through!

45 Clyde Street, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8532, Fax 06-385-8622, 
email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Companies made successful 
without advertising...

and flying pigs spotted!
Without advertising nothing much happens. Advertising is a wonderful 
tool. Use the power of advertising in the region’s leading community 

publication and your message will get through!

16B Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8532, Fax 06-385-8622, 
email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Community fund open 
for applications

Manawa Energy is taking applications for $12,000 to be 
distributed among the King Country Area to community 
groups. 

“The Heartland Community Fund is Manawa Energy’s 
way of recognising those community groups doing the 
mahi in the area and achieving great things for their friends 
and whanau,” says Annika Thomsen, community and 
communications support for Manawa Energy.

This is the first round of the Heartland Fund for 2023. 
Previous successful applications in 2022 were Nga hau 
e wha maari kai, Piopio Primary School, Ruapehu Adult 
Riding Club and Taumarunui Early Education. 

“These groups are doing the mahi and have gone on 
to support their communities by providing food, further 
education, STEM programmes and community events.” 

Nga hau e wha maari kai not only provide food and 
support for their community, they host locals and schools 

to help provide an immersive education on taking care of 
the land and how to grow their own natural food. They 
have also purchased a beehive through the Heartland Fund, 
which has provided it’s own unique learning experience.

Manawa Energy Apollo Grad, Katie Dorresteyn says, 
“supporting community groups to do great things is what 
makes the Heartland Fund so rewarding. 

“We love hearing from these community groups on how 
our support has helped them out.”

For more information or to download an application 
form head to manawaenergy.co.nz/heartland. Applications 
are open until 5pm, 31 March.

Manawa Energy will run the fund three times a year, 
with funding rounds open for the months of March, July 
and November. July is the Matariki round which gives 
out $24,000 to chosen areas with the partnership of King 
Country Energy (KCE).

Collect good wood 
now for winter, 
says Horizons

A&P horse results

Ohakune squash
Ohakune Squash Club nights have start-

ed up in earnest with the start of the annual 
business house competition last Thursday.

Fourteen teams of five have been split 
into two equal pools with each team play-
ing the others in their pool over the next 
six weeks with a finals night on 20 April.  

First week results saw some surprise 
results with covid still causing some 
absences. In pool A, Bolt beat Ontrack 
11/7, Thrown Together beat SB Painting 
14/3, Fenzoha75 beat Rock Boys 14/3 and 
Parked Up had 9 points for the bye. In Pool 
B, PGG Wrightson beat Riley’s Rockstars 
14/5, Luck of the Draw beat AEIOU 17/0, 
Rock Girls beat Bulky Pulpies 14/4 and 
Nameless had 9 points for the bye.

Draw for this Thursday: At 5:30pm on 
New World Court – Rock Girls vs Name-
less, on TCB/Jones Bro’s Court – Luck 
of the Draw vs Bulky Pulpies, on Trust 
Power Court – AEIOU vs PGG Wrightson, 
bye Riley’s Rockstars. At 6:45pm on New 

World Court – Rock Boys vs Parked Up, 
on TCB/Jones Bro’s Court – Ontrack vs 
FENZOHA75, on Trust Power Court – Bolt 
vs Thrown Together, bye SB Painting.

Leagues will be starting up later this 
week. The normal winter leagues competi-
tion runs April through October inclusive 
with points accumulating each month. 
A practice warm up round will be held 
in March. Jade will be co-ordinating the 
league competition this year so let her 
know if interested. 

Recently, several Ohakune juniors were 
selected for a one day representative fixture 
for Central against Wellington. The team 
comprised the top two boys and two girls 
from the under 11, under 13, under 15, un-
der 17 and under 19 age groups. The Club 
congratulates Grace Burnard, Jayden Bai-
ley, Liam Burnard, Jesse Harding, Grace 
Rowe, Paige Drinkwater, Hanah Harding 
and Elise Drinkwater for making the selec-
tion and helping beat the Wellington team.

Horizons Regional Council is reminding the community 
of the impact and importance of sourcing, gathering and 
storing good quality firewood. 

Horizons environmental scientist Harold Barnett says 
burning wet or treated wood can have a detrimental impact 
on human health and the environment. 

“Air quality in the Horizons Region is generally pretty 
good when compared to the rest of Aotearoa New Zea-
land,” says Mr Barnett. 

“However, we do have some towns, such as Taihape, 
Taumarunui, Ohakune, Dannevirke and Pahīatua, where 
air quality can be degraded on cold, still winter nights 
due to a combination of topography, altitude and the use 
of home fires.

“We can all play our part in maintaining air quality by 
ensuring we only burn good, dry wood, regardless of where 
we live in the region.”

Mr Barnett recommends collecting or buying firewood 
early and storing it well to ensure it is dry for the winter 
months. Early storage of firewood is especially important 
this year as the region has experienced a particularly wet 
summer.

“The quality of your firewood is a major factor in how 
your wood burner runs, so choosing and storing wisely 
now is vital for our air quality during the winter months. 
Burning wet or treated wood results in smoky fires which 
degrade air quality, whereas good dry wood burns hotter 
and more efficiently.

“You can ensure your wood is dry before winter by being 
proactive and collecting or buying your wood in summer or 
early autumn, as it takes several months for wood to season 
properly. It also helps you and your family save money, 

as purchasing dry wood during winter is more expensive.
Pollution

“Burning dry wood also reduces the impact of air pol-
lution on you and your family’s health. Last year’s Health 
and Air Pollution in New Zealand study found more than 
3,300 New Zealand deaths in 2016 were the result of 
human-made air pollution, with 962 of these associated 
with domestic fires.”

To help keep the air clean, Mr Barnett suggests the 
following tips for collecting, buying and storing wood: 

• Store freshly cut wood for 6-12 months to allow it to 
season well for good burning. 

• Stack wood loosely off the ground in a criss-cross 
pattern to let dry air circulate around it.

• Store seasoned wood in a dry place with the top 
covered.

• Split wood into pieces 15cm thick before you store it 
as logs dry faster when split.

• Stack wood loosely in the firebox to allow for air 
circulation.

Mr Barnett says Horizons also does further public 
education around burning in winter.

“While now is the time to remind our communities 
about gathering and storing firewood correctly, later in 
the year we want to raise awareness of the importance of 
being a good neighbour in regards to both domestic and 
backyard burning. This will include encouraging people 
to recycle and compost waste material instead of burning 
it in outdoor fires.

“I encourage people follow our social media accounts 
or visit the air quality page on Horizons’ website for more 
information about good wood and backyard burning.”

Following is a summary of the main 
results from the horse events at the Waima-
rino A&P Show, held on 18-19 February.

Flat Classes
Champion Novice Pony: Phoebe Rick-

ard, Galaxy Little Nut Brown. Reserve 
Novice Pony: Elle Bourk, Arosa First 
Class. Champion Open Pony: Phoebe 
Rickard, Galaxy Little Nut Brown. Reserve 
Open Pony: Elle Bourk, Arosa First Class. 
Champion Open Horse: Judith Williams, 
Aston. Reserve Open Horse: Heather 
Gee-taylor, Glencorran DC. Champion 
Recreational: Sarah Clark, Timely. Reserve 
Recreational: Amber Auret, My Jimmy 
Choo. Supreme Champion: Judith Wil-
liams, Aston.

Round the Ring
Champion Pony Hunter: Amber Auret, 

My Jimmy Choo. Reserve Pony Hunter: 
Phoebe Rickard, Windermere Silvery. 
Champion Hack Hunter: Aylish Jordan, 
Billy the Kid. Reserve Hack Hunter: 
Heather Gee-Taylor, Pumpkin. Bowater 
Cup, Ellie Street, Tawa iti Galaxy. Mr T 
Brown’s Perpetual Points Cup: Elle Bourk, 
Arosa First Class. John Punch’s Cup: Ayl-
ish Jordan, Billy the Kid. Waimarino Pony 
Club Challenge Cup: Aylish Jordan, Billy 
the Kid. Enda McFadyen Memorial Cup: 
Amber Funnell, Gidget KH. Awburn Cup: 
Charlotte Mitchell, Tennessee Waltz. W 
Coleman Cup: Aylish Jordan, Billy the Kid. 

Ribbon-winner Aylish Jordan and Billy the Kid.


