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Dean bags NZ sidecar trophy

Ohakune sidecar swinger Dean Corrigan scored three 
race wins and a second place at the last motorcycle event 
to be held at Pukekohe on 4-6 February.

The event drew 350 riders with a total of over 400 
classic motorbikes for the 43rd New Zealand Classic 
Motorcycle Racing Register Classic Festival, which was 
dubbed the farewell to Pukekohe as the course will no 
longer be available to motorcycles.

Dean and Mark Smith have teamed up for four years 
to ride their 1975 BMW R100 1070cc motorcycle. The 
machine has a Clive Watson frame with a Moore Speed 
UK motor.

Dean has been racing for 12 years and won the cham-
pionship for the first time with Mark.

As well as their success at Pukekohe, they picked up the 
combined 2-year championship, based on their successes 
from February 2021 to October 2022. The double-season 
was due to the Covid pandemic.

At Pukekohe, Mark and Dean qualified fourth from 22 
sidecars, winning three races and taking second in the last 
race on Monday 6 February.

Three of the races were points races for the start of the 
2023 championship, giving them a great start to the season.

One of the races was for the Howard Gregory Trophy, 
which they won.

The New Zealand Sidecar Racing Association is run-
ning a ‘have a go day’ on sidecars at Manfield Circuit in 
May and Dean and Mike intend to take part.

Mark Smith and Dean Corrigan in winning form at the Whanganui Cemetery Circuit on Boxing Day, 
2022. Photo: Graham Meiklejohn. Inset: Dean Corrigan recently picked up prizes at Pukekohe as 
the first meet of the 2023 racing season, while also picking up his shared championship for the 
2021-2022 season. Photo: Saskia Corrigan.

RDC works 
to avoid 25% 
rates rise: 
Kirton

The current inflationary environment is 
challenging Ruapehu District Council in 
its efforts to keep the average rate increase 
and fees and charges as low as possible for 
the up-coming 2023/24 
rating year.

The mayor, Weston 
Kirton, said that with the 
Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) being over 7%, 
RDC was very mind-
ful of the cost of living 
issues confronting our 
communities and was 
working hard to find 
spending reductions.

“Unfortunately, many 
of the cost increases 
Council is facing are 
significantly above the 
CPI and, in many cases, 
completely beyond our 
control.

“This includes such things as increases 
in interest payments, depreciation, labour 
market pressures and contracted supplier 
charges.

“We are needing to increase spending 

just to stand still and maintain existing 
levels of service.”

He said increases in interest payments 
alone are demanding a 6% rate rise before 

starting to factor in sup-
plier contract commit-
ments and other factors.

Many of major con-
tracts for maintaining 
critical infrastructure or 
services are linked to a 
relevant inflation index.

“This means the con-
tracts adjust in response 
to inflation pressures and 
we have no choice but to 
absorb and then pass on 
the increase.”

He cites the exam-
ple the waste manage-

ment contract that has 
increased by 18%, while 
inflation in the infrastruc-

ture area is up 15% both underpinned by 
significant jumps in operating costs such 
as fuel, materials and labour.

“Another impact of high inflation is 

Weston Kirton: rates 
pressure will be challenging 
for 2023.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
Waimarino A&P Show 18 February

Kakahi Rodeo 19 February

Waimarino Sheepdog Trials 24-25 February

Waimarino Wild Food Showcase 4 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.
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Carrot vs 
Gumboot

The Big Carrot in Ohakune was well 
ahead of the Taihape Gumboot in the vote 

for New Zealand’s best 
town icon as at Tuesday 
morning, as far as a quick 
scan of the social media 
posts on the fuel com-
pany’s Facebook page.

The Carrot had over 
500 votes after the Bul-
letin’s rough tally, while 
the Gumboot had just 
under 200.

However, there’s no 
information available on 
how Caltex NZ is count-
ing the votes, so anything 
could happen. Caltex also 
doesn’t state when the cut-
off for voting happens.

The Ohakune Big Car-
rot was put into the final 
vote in the fuel compa-
ny’s promotion that pitted 
eight small town land-
marks against each other 
in a public vote.

WINZ up 
for upgrade

The Ohakune Work and Income Service 
Centre in Goldfinch Street is being up-
graded to provide a better experience for 
people who visit, advises MSD’s regional 
commissioner Gloria Campbell.

She said that to ensure the work is com-
pleted on time, the centre will be closed 
from Monday 20 February to Tuesday 7 
March at midday.

Gloria says similar improvements have 
already been made to service centres in 
other parts of the region, including Taihape 
in 2021 and in Marton in 2022.

“This work has been planned for some 
time and it’s great to see the investment in 
our region.

“MSD has service centres in regions 
across Aotearoa, from big city sites to 
small rural ones, and it’s important we 
retain a presence in places like Ohakune to 
ensure communities can access our help,” 
Campbell says.

“All of our services will continue, 
with options such as our 0800 numbers 
and MyMSD for anyone who needs our 
support.”

To receive help and stay in touch with 
MSD people can: go to the Work and In-
come website; log into MyMSD; call 0800 
559 009 for Work and Income; or call 0800 
552 002 for Senior Services.

that it pushes up asset valuations and with it depreciation costs, which 
has implications for areas such as roading which is a significant driver of 
rural rates,” he said.

Mr Kirton said that the combination of these cost pressures on Council 
was a rate rise starting point of 25%.

“In response staff undertook a line-by-line budget review looking for 
potential savings and other mitigation options for Council to consider.”

He said this work resulted in a recommendation to Council for an aver-
age 8.5% rate rise and a debt level of $61m.

“Council has asked staff to find a further 0.5% of savings to get down to 
an average rate rise of 8% which is considered an absolute bare minimum 
because of interest rates and contract commitments.

“At our next meeting on 22 February, Council will decide on a proposed 
average rate rise, which will go out for community engagement with a final 
decision on the 2023/24 rate increase made at our last meeting in June.”

From Page 1

RDC works to avoid 
25% rates rise
Inflation is requiring 
Council to increase 
spending with key 
contractors just to 
mainta in  exist ing 
levels of service as 
they pay more for 
critical inputs such 
as fuel, materials and 
labour,  says RDC. 
High inflation is also 
pushing  up  asset 
valuations and with 
it depreciation costs 
which impacts areas 
such as roading a 
major driver of rural 
rates.
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Dekker Machinery
29 Seddon St, Raetihi. Phone 06 385 4224.

1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.
5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier 

than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off? 
Transpower the owner and operator of the National Grid and Powerco who connect homes and businesses in this 
region are undertaking regular scheduled maintenance at the Mataroa Substation and work on its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.  
Transpower would like to advise residents in the Taihape, 
Waiouru and surrounding areas that a power outage 
is required on:

Sunday 19 February 2023 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse weather. 
Our alternative outage date is Sunday 19 March 2023.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there is 
never an ideal time for consumers to be without electricity 
and apologise for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause. We have worked to fi nd a time with Powerco that is 
least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact communications@
transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer 
with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR 
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2023, 9:00am–4:00pm

TPRB815223

R E M I N D E R

In case of adverse weather affecting 
the day, the alternative outage date is 
Sunday 19 March 2023.1
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Ngati Rangi should 
be part of RAL, 
Chateau plans

By Deborah LaHatte, Te Ao Maori News
Ngāti Rangi, the mana whenua of Mount 

Ruapehu, says it has not been consulted 
about the future of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, 
which operates the Whakapapa and Tūroa 
skifields in the central North Island but 
is now in voluntary administration after 
Covid-19 lockdowns and a poor ski season.

The iwi’s chief executive, Helen Leahy, 
says it has been given some information 
more recently about Chateau Tongariro, 
which was closed by its operator because 
of unsafe buildings. The operator’s lease 
expired three years ago.

She says the iwi “hasn’t been involved 
at this point in what the future looks like”.

But Ngāti Rangi does want to be in-
volved in both matters.

“Our board met (last) week – Te 
Tōtarahoe o Paerangi. For its members, 
the message is clear. The way to reference 
knowing what it is to be Ngāti Rangi is in 
our five-year plan, ‘Kākā te whare toka 
Tōtarahoe o Paerangi hoki ko au’ – that 
notion that we are igniting the spirit in this 
majestic landscape.

“This provides every reason for us to be 
involved at every stage of any interaction 
with the environment and with the com-
mercial interest of the people and so we 
wrote as a board to the Ministry of Busi-
ness and reinforced our interest in being 
involved in what happened in relation to 
the ski fields, but also, of course, to the 
Chateau.”
Close discussions

Leahy says the iwi has been in close 
discussions with the ski fields’ voluntary 
administrator and the Ministry of Business.

“Our view is that we don’t want to oper-
ate a ski field but we are very concerned 
about how the ski field operates, so we 
want to see any operator treads lightly so 
the footprint is reduced and any redundant 
structures are removed in a way Ngāti 
Rangi is happy with. 

“But it’s also about actu-
ally acting respectfully for 
Koro Ruapehu, acting in a 
culturally respectful way, 
supporting the connec-
tion between Ngāti Rangi 
and Koro and also pro-
tecting the water sources 
so the puna [springs] and 
other water bodies on the 
maunga are also taken into 
consideration.”

But the chief executive 
warns that with Treaty ne-
gotiations delayed over 
Tongariro National Park, 
the skifield couldn’t be 
redeveloped “without being 
mindful of the importance 
of the Kahui Maunga, so 

that means all the iwi who have an interest 
have to be involved in these discussions”.

“It’s not just for Ngāti Rangi to de-
termine and so we work as a cluster of 
maunga. It’s a whakapapa right and respon-
sibility, and we will not resile from that.”
Cycleway 

Leahy says Ngāti Rangi has the most 
beautiful environment for manuhiri [tour-
ists, visitors, guests].

“We are very excited about Te Ara Man-
gawhero – the Mountains to the Sea moun-
tainbike cycleway we are establishing, but 
we are also interested in the concept of the 
southern gateway. How do Māori coming 
into the rohe know they are at the foot of 
Ngāti Rangi, the foot of Ruapehu? So, there 
is so much potential in tourism in sport and 
recreation in the environment, and we want 
absolutely to be up for that conversation.”

She says the cycleway is something 
the iwi wants to do as guardian of the 
landscape.

“It’s about being a sporting physical 
environment, but a cultural environment 
as well.”

When Ngāti Rangi had a relationship 
with Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, “we talked 
about not just operating a ski field, but also 
the environment has to be really healthy, 
has to be sustainable and, of course, it is 
about the tangata whenua”.

Asked what Ruapehu Maunga means to 
Ngāti Rangi, Leahy says: “It is that notion 
of Te Whare Toka o Paerangi, the house of 
Paerangi, which is the metaphor in which 
everyone of Ngāti Rangi understands the 
tūpuna, and the tūpuna Koro Ruapehu 
guides us. He is the source of inspiration, 
but also the source of sustenance for the 
people. So, the relationship is as funda-
mental as every pepeha is, as fundamental 
as being part of the environment, which 
protects and sustains Koro Ruapehu in a 
way that does with us as well.”

Hiking for history: 
Mangapurua farm 
sign set up

The latest in a series of information signs 
explaining the history of the Mangapurua 
Valley WW1 soldier settlement farms was 
erected by the grandson and great grand-
sons of one of the farmers, Jim Cotterill.

Kelly O’Brien and his sons River and 
Sage hiked down to the site of the old farm 
of their ancestors Jim and Charoltte.

They drove as far as they could on a 
four-wheel motorbike, then walked an-

other hour to the site, which is the furthest 
farm sign down the valley, just before the 
Battleship Bluff.

Kelly said the sign was funded by the 
Friends of the Mangapurua Valley group. 

He also thanked the Cotterill whanau, 
Gavin Brown, Graham Hardwidge, with 
special thanks to Tom Mowat and Aneta 
Rawiri.

Hiking for a sign, from left, River, Sage and Kelly O’Brien.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
ACROSS
1. Odd (8)
7. Command (5)
8. The ______, NZ sea shanty that 
became popular in 2020 (9)
9. Tertiary institution (abbr) (3)
10. Astrolabe ___, where the ship Rena 
ran aground near Tauranga (4)
11. Dairy brand owned by Fonterra (6)
13. Man (inf) (6)
14. North Island national park (6)
17. Vote (6)
18. Love interest for the Dog (and every 
other dog) in Footrot Flats (4)
20. Female deer (3)
22. Well known luxury accommodation 
near Taupō (4,5)
23. Fortunate (5)
24. Blameless (8)

DOWN
1. Electricity (5)
2. Common name for NZ secondary 
school (7)
3. Fibbed (4)
4. Nut (6)
5. Aroma (5)
6. Cargo (7)
7. Very busy (2,3,2)
12. Well (7)
13. Attraction in Rotorua and 
Queenstown (7)
15. Behind schedule (7)
16. Research library at Otago University 
(6)
17. Where rugby reserves sit (5)
19. Sugary (5)
21. Too (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Rhythm and Alps, 8. Act of God, 9. Name, 10. Cellar, 12. Brandy, 14. Eel, 
15. Escape, 17. Enmity, 19. Thaw, 21. King Dick, 23. Allyson Gofton. 
Down: 1. Checkers, 2. Stroll, 3. Smug, 4. Inedible, 5. Taonga, 6. Spam, 11. Reef knot, 
13. Detector, 16. Always, 18. Modify, 20. Held, 22. Nigh. 
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE
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Why is the power going off?
As owner and operator of the National Grid, Transpower 
needs to undertake essential maintenance at the 
Ohakune Substation to ensure a reliable supply of 
electricity to Raetihi and the surrounding areas. 
Powerco and The Lines Company are also taking the 
opportunity to undertake work in their networks during 
this time.
We have worked to fi nd a time that will cause as little 
disruption as possible to the local community.

Power supply will be turned off to the area on:

Sunday 5 March 2023, 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse 
weather. Our alternative outage date is Sunday 26 March.

Transpower recognises that there is never an ideal time for consumers to be 
without electricity and apologises for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause.

For further information, please contact communications@transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR 
AFFECTING RAETIHI AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 5 MARCH 2023, 9:00am – 4:00pm

TPRB81522223

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our alternative 
outage date is Sunday 26 March.

The areas affected by the 
power outage shown on the 
map are illustrative only. 

Keeping the energy fl owing

Tourism all year 
round

• The administrators 
make some good points 
about running our skifields 
more efficiently, but who-
ever runs the Ruapehu ski-
fields must contend with in-
creasing climate variability 
that is making ski seasons 
world-wide an average of 
one day shorter every two 
years, while sometimes 
dumping enough skiable 
snow for 150 days (the 
USA this year) or just 50 
days (Europe).

And all sorts of business-

es worldwide are finding 
it increasingly difficult to 
get competent, enthusiastic 
seasonal workers, so the 
real challenge for Ruapehu 
is finding reliable ski sea-
son workers every year, for 
seasons of variable length 
and then finding a reliable 
source of money to pay 
their wages. 

Ruapehu business opera-
tors must find $4 million a 
month to pay 700 workers 
on our ski fields and 300 
workers in our ski towns 
to operate businesses sup-
plying food, alcohol, ac-

commodation, transport 
and gear-hire, whether the 
season is one month or five 
months. 

This problem can be eas-
ily solved by developing 
all-year-round tourism in 
the Ruapehu region, with 
full-time workers given 
training, accommodation, 
social connections and 
regular income for all-year-
round work. In warm years 
the remote adventuring and 
cosplay season would last 
longer, and in an extremely 
cold year, the snowfield 
season would last longer. 
A hydrogen-production in-
dustry for powering diesel 
engines here may also add 
employment.

Worldwide, an unstoppa-
ble increase in both climate 
uncertainty and social in-
stability is making coastal 
cities hotter, noisier, more 
crowded and more vio-
lent every year, while the 
whole Ruapehu volcanic 
plateau remains relatively 
cool, quiet, spacious and 
peaceful. The potential for 
all-year-round tourism here 
has hardly been scratched 
yet. This diversification is 
what will sustain both the 
Ruapehu District and the 
Ruapehu skifields, just as 
diversification made Rua-
pehu farming more viable 
when wool prices crashed.

John Archer, Ohakune

Familiar faces back 
on the Raetihi staff

Two familiar faces are new to the staff at Raetihi School 
for 2023.

Andrea Johns is teaching new entrants in Room Five, 
and Erica Haumate is teaching the Year Six class.

Erica Haumate is well-known at the school as a parent 
and having worked in the education sector in and around this 
area for many years, at Kura Kaupapa and Kōhanga Reo.

Erica was born and raised in Rūatoki and is of Tūhoe and 
Uenuku descent. She has taught at National Park School 
over recent times and has lived Te Reo Māori and Kura 
Kaupapa all her life.

Andrea Johns has been teaching for 20 years and taught 
at Raetihi School about four years ago. She had been 
teaching at Manunui School for 18 months, and taught at 
Hamilton schools earlier.

She has served as assistant principal, deputy principal 
and acting principal at various schools.

Raetihi principal Josie Hagger said the school year has 
started with a “hugely positive tone”, with a stable roll and 
an extra class, thanks to the Board of Trustees.

She said the Board had decided to fund an extra teacher, 
to keep class sizes down.

Andrea Johns, left, and Erica Haumate.

Letters
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“ CLAAS gear is 
reliable and the 
service team is 
always there when 
we need them.”
DARCY FINCH
Finch Contracting

*

claasharvestcentre.com

CENTRAL DISTRICTS 
53 Kawakawa Rd, Feilding 
Jordan Law 027 228 4372  

 
Tony Brett 027 491 7700 
Todd Fletcher 027 529 9001 

 

THE PROFESSIONAL’S  
CHOICE

 f Top chop quality with  
MAX CUT cutterbar

 f Active float - perfect  
ground contouring

 f Perfect cut - clean forage  
and perfect crop flow

CLAAS 
DISCO MOWER

 f MAX SPREAD crop flow

 f Permalink drive concept

 f From 5.2 - 13 m  
working widths

CLAAS 
VOLTO TEDDER

 f Single and twin rotor options 

 f Grass Care concept fully  
floating rotors

 f 3-dimensional rotor travel

 f Hermetically sealed low 
maintenance CAM track

CLAAS 
LINER RAKE

* Standard CLAAS Financial Services lending criteria, terms, conditions and fees apply. 0.99% p.a requires minimum 33% deposit followed 
by two six monthly repayments over 12 months. Offer valid until 31/03/2023 or while stocks last. Offer applies to in stock and on-order 
new Category 2 Greenline equipment. Excludes Triple Mowers, quad-rotor rakes and CLAAS Balers. If finance base rates move by more 
than 0.25%, CLAAS Financial Service reserve the right to re-quote. ABN holders only. Images illustrative only.

FLEXIBLE TERMS  
AVAILABLE

*

OWN THE GEAR THE 

PRO'S USE

LOCK IN

2023
this offer now for

spring delivery

FROM

We can’t wait three years for upgrade: 
says Future Ohakune group

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A community leader in Ohakune says the 

visitor hub needs funding now to help offset 
the crisis facing the Ruapehu district’s tour-
ism industry.

Future of Ohakune Project governance 
group chair Christine Hickman is lobbying 
Ruapehu District councillors and commu-
nity board members to bring forward $2m of 
ratepayer funding for its town revitalisation 
project.

She says the closure of Chateau Tongariro 
Hotel has exacerbated anxiety already being 
felt in the community as questions remain 
over the future of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 
(RAL).

“Our tourism industry is on thin ice,” Hick-
man told a meeting of the Waimarino-Waiouru 
Community Board on 2 February.

“Tourism employs one in three people di-
rectly or indirectly in our community. As the 
region’s tourist hub, we are facing somewhat 
of a crisis. This [town revitalisation project] 
is very relevant to this conversation.”

A fund of $2.4m was set aside in the coun-
cil’s Long Term Plan for town revitalisation, 
including new streetscaping and signage. 
Most of the fund is budgeted to be spent in 
2025/26.

“If you were to ask the community, they 
would say the time to revitalise our town is 
now, not three years’ time,” Hickman said.

“I can’t stress enough that there is a huge 
degree of concern in our community. There 
has been a huge amount of hard work done. 
We’re at the stage of execution, there’s a lot of 
momentum behind it. We’re on the precipice.

“To think that a lot of the work that’s going 
to make an impact is not going to be done 
for the next two or three years is of great 
concern.”

Hickman asked the community board to 
support bringing the remaining $2m forward 
by lobbying councillors and the Ōwhango-
National Park and Taumarunui-Ōhura Com-
munity Boards.
Prioritisation

“We all understand that money is scarce in 
all parts of our community. For us, it’s about 
prioritisation,” Hickman said.

A key focus of the project is developing 
the town centre’s Christie Park into a ‘village 

green’ with multi-use community spaces, new 
play equipment, planting, stream enhance-
ment and seating areas.

It also aims to revitalise the Junction at the 
other end of the town as a heritage and railway 
precinct, with a multi-use public space and 
open areas to support performance, events 
and tourism development.

The Junction refresh aims to boost ame-
nities and services that support tourism, 
including the Mountains to Sea trail, the Old 
Coach Road cycling trail and other develop-
ing cycleways, and the passenger train arrival 
experience.

Transport options between the Junction and 
Ohakune town centre will also be developed.

In 2020, the council funded consultants 
Boffa Miskell to work with the community 
on developing a strategic revitalisation plan 
for Ohakune. A reference group made up of 
representatives from the community, Ngāti 
Rangi, businesses, farming and market gar-
deners was developed to establish initial ideas 
and propose potential objectives, initiatives 
and projects.

The report to the Waimarino-Waiouru 
Community Board details the outcome from 
community engagement in October last year 
on those ideas.

It says: “There is an economic cost to town 
revitalisation, as it is being funded through 
rates, but providing a positive, vibrant town 
will have economic benefits from increasing 
visitors and residents.

“The local economy relies heavily on visi-
tors, and providing the right mix of attractions, 
walks, rides, places to eat and areas for both 
children and adults, will provide income and 
economic benefits for locals.”

The Waimarino-Waiouru Community 
Board received the report, agreed to new 
signage and endorsed the streetscape project.

Deputy mayor Viv Hoeta said bringing the 
$2m funding forward could be a way of sup-
porting the district through a difficult time.

Chief executive Clive Manley said any 
request to bring funds forward would in-
crease council debt. He advised the project 
governance group to make its case to council 
through the Annual Plan process.

Public Interest Journalism funded through 
NZ On Air

Following last October’s community consultation on revitalising Ohakune town centre, the 
Future of Ohakune project governance group says it’s ready to proceed and needs funding 
now. Photo supplied.

Help wanted in the hunt 
for hidden kakahi

Have you spotted any kākahi in local streams and 
rivers? If so, Horizons Regional Council wants to 
hear from you as they are on the hunt for kākahi and 
wants help finding where the important freshwater 
species lives.

Horizons checks sites across the region each summer 
for kākahi (freshwater mussels), looking at a mixture 
of known habitats and places where kākahi may live.

Horizons research associate fish passage and moni-
toring Tui Wright says there would be many kākahi sites 
in the region Horizons does not know about. 

“We would be grateful to have the knowledge of 
local communities to help us find new populations of 
kākahi,” she says.

“Kākahi prefer to live in sheltered areas of lakes, 
rivers and streams where the bed is soft-bottomed. 
They often avoid streams with rocks or gravel beds.

“We often find them in undercut banks, as they 
provide a bit of protection. Kākahi live in areas with 
or without bank vegetation but do prefer some shade.

“Rats are a major predator to kākahi, leaving shells 
behind which can be an indicator kākahi are living in 
the area.

“Kākahi are an important indicator of water quality, 

as they filter their food out of the water and effectively 
provide a record of the quality of that water during 
their lifespan.

“This record can be substantial as kākahi can live as 
long as 50 years.”

Anyone with information about where to find kākahi, 
is asked to freephone Horizons on 0508 800 800 and 
ask for the Fish Passage team.

Kakahi (freshwater mussels), an important 
water quality indicator, are found in lakes, 
rivers and streams.
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 6 Heartwood Lane

605sqm 3 1 1

Asking Price $749,000

Olivia Stewart021 148 6044

olivia.stewart@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Simply stunning

If you are seeking a near new, lock up and leave home

or holiday bach with views of Mount Ruapehu then

look no further. This stunner of a property is looking

for new owners and has your name written all over it.

Walking into the home you will be greeted by the

whitewashed ply walls, which create a light and airy

ambience throughout the home. The open plan

kitchen and living encourages family living with the

added bonus of a heat pump and wood burner to keep

you comfortable all year round.

bayleys.co.nz/2900577

MOTIVATED VENDOR

Taihape 6 Jones Road

8,269sqm 3 2

Auction (unless sold prior) 12pm, Thu 2 Mar 2023

Bayleys, 158 Wicksteed Street, Whanganui

View Thu 5-5.45pm & Sun 3-3.45pm

or by appointment

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Forget all previous prices

Motivated vendor wants sold.

This 8,260sqm (more or less) lifestyle property

complete with a well presented three-bedroom easy

care Lockwood home will be a great opportunity for

the incoming purchasers. The options are endless for

those escaping the bustle of the city, or those

downsizing from a larger farm.

The well-designed light-filled home enables easy

living for the family with two living areas, two wood

burners and a heat pump for warmth and comfort in

the winter months.

bayleys.co.nz/2900567

Charity ball to 
support young riders

Waimarino Pony Club are excited to 
announce that their inaugural Fundraising 
Ball will be held at the Rangataua Hall on 
Saturday 25 March. 

This invitation only event encourages 
friends and supporters of Waimarino Pony 
Club to get dressed up and have a fun night 
out locally in support of a great cause. 

The band, Uncle Monkey from Hawkes 
Bay, will provide live music from 7pm 
onwards, while our charity auction will de-
liver a few laughs and some great deals for 
bidders. Phil Sutton is running a courtesy 
van to and from the event for an extra fee.

“The night will be full of positivity and 
entertainment with plenty of publicity for 
those who have chosen to donate towards 
the auction,” says committee member 
Desiree Drayton.

She asks anyone who is interested in 
sponsoring the ball or donating an auction 
item to contact her 021-802-616.

As pony clubs around the country 
struggle for membership, Waimarino is 
enjoying excellent growth with 16 riding 
members currently. 

Growth does come with its challenges, 
so the ball will raise money to support 
members’ continued education through 
visiting guest coaches, a subsidised an-
nual camp and equipment such as jumps 
and games. 

In November last year Peter Barke, a 
NZPCA National Coach from Rotorua 
spent two days coaching members. The 
Club also hosted their annual dressage 
competition with results as follows: Ju-
nior Champion Dressage rider Melody 
Ritchfield on Banjo; Intermediate Cham-
pion Dressage rider Milla Smith-Horne 
on Jackie; and Senior Champion Dressage 

rider Aylish Jordan riding Billy the Kid. A 
Showjumping competition was held the 
same day. 

This year Pony Club camp was held at 
the Fibre Fresh National Equestrian Centre, 
Taupo, in January where members and their 
ponies experienced riding in the indoor 
arena, along with some offsite activities 
like learning about dog sledding at Tim-
berline Racing Huskies.

Members are looking forward to com-
peting at the Waimarino A&P Show this 
weekend, while preparations are well 
underway for the annual Waimarino Gym-
khana which will be hosted on 13 May.

River Steele’s first pony club camp. 
A ball is on the calendar to raise 
funds for the Club.

Open drains prompt plea 
to community board

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A father of three young children says open drains run-

ning through the tiny Waimarino settlement of Rangataua 
are unsafe and should be replaced with a more effective 
and up-to-date water management system.

Aubrey Inston, whose children are two, seven and nine, 
says the drains running through his and other Rangataua 
properties, are nothing more than trenches dug half a 
metre deep. They channel surface water from his and 
neighbouring properties in Nei Street, Rangataua, 5km 
east of Ohakune.

“They fill up when they’re not working properly. It’s 
all about moving water more efficiently and not creating 
little lakes, which become dangerous for young children.

“What happens in winter when those things are frozen? 
We don’t like the idea that a two-year-old gets out in frozen 
water and gets pinned and stuck.”

The slow-moving or backed-up drains are also a health 
risk, he said.

“I’m frustrated that in this day and age we’d still be 
using that technology. I realise it’s a very rural area but 
when I look at new development in Ohakune, it has better 
water management. This is a water management issue.”

In 2021, concerned by continual flooding around 
blocked drains, he contacted Ruapehu District Council.

“They said: ‘they’re your drains, you need to maintain 
them’. A neighbour and I went to the considerable expense 
of getting a digger in to dig [the drains] out.

“Some people are trying to maintain them, others have 
just given up. Once you get clumpy weeds in there, it’s 
either too wet to dig it out or if it’s dry the weeds become 
really clumpy.

“We’ve done our bit by trying to clear them out so 
the water flows through our sections but that only lasts 
so long before weeds get in there and they become 
unmaintainable.”

Inston, who runs a logistics business in Auckland, is 
developing his family holiday home in Rangataua with 
plans to work remotely from there more often.

He wants RDC to fix the drainage issues and replace 
the open drains with below-ground pipes.

He took his plea to the Waimarino-Waiouru Community 
Board, saying he and his family wanted to spend more 
time in the area.

“We like it because it’s beautiful, quiet and very 
peaceful.

“It’s got wonderful views of the mountain. We like ski-
ing, we do adventures in the summers. It’s a place for our 
children to connect with the countryside.

“We don’t have a big section in Auckland, but we want 
our kids to enjoy outdoor life. It’s a great place for kids 
to be – there aren’t even any pavements.

“In a sense it’s very romantic – but the other part is 
that there isn’t infrastructure and people are left to their 
own devices.”

Inston brought the need for a drainage upgrade to the 
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board’s public forum, 
held at the beginning of each meeting.

“The drains were put in in the 90s when Nei St was at 
the time a gravel road, so road water wouldn’t have been a 

Turn to Page 11

Open drains at Rangataua are a worry for a local 
resident. Photo supplied.
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Saturday and Sunday at the Waimarino Show Grounds, Raetihi
111th Waimarino A&P

Sh
ow

Railway Road, Raetihi.  Email: office@liltrans.co.nz
Phone: 06 385 8583 or 027 442 8686

Sponsors of the 2023 
Waimarino A&P Show

Affordable, country 
entertainment 
coming right up!

Affordable, country entertainment for 
the whole community is the aim of the 
Waimarino Agricultural and Pastoral Show 
this weekend.

The organisers have managed to secure 
sponsorship so that the sideshow rides will 
be free, with just a $5 entry to the Show.

“We wanted the kids to be able to go on 
as many rides as they want and as many 
times as they want,” said committee mem-
ber Angela McCoubrie.

The rides include a ‘ninja course’, uni-
corn ride, obstacle course, water slide, and 
a mechanical bull.

There’s a Fontera train and backyard 
activities including a giant Jenga game.

Another major part of the games is the 
world championship wood chopping com-
petition, with axemen and women aiming 
to beat the 14” undercut record.

The event is being organised by the 
Taranaki Axemen’s Association.

Entries information is on the Show web-
site, www.waimarinoshow.com.

A feast for the eyes as well as the taste 
buds is in store, with an Argentinian barbe-
cue on hand to dish up some delectable nosh.

The organisers have a marquee, thanks 
to Tweedale Hire, to provide a space to 

take time out from the sun, complete with 
colouring-in tables and other free activities.

And for future farmers, there’s a young 
farmers competition, being run by cadets 
from the Growing Future Farmers or-
ganisation, also with the opportunity for 
potential recruits toe the cadetships. Grow-
ing Future Farmers featured on Country 
Calendar recently.

Back this year will be pony riders – al-
ways popular with the kids – but be quick 
as they will be on from 11.30 to 12.30.

The Horse events will run on Saturday 
and Sunday, with the programme and a map 
available on the Show website.

The riding arena grounds are in “awe-
some condition”, says Angela McCoubrie.

The Produce Shed will have on display 
a huge range of entries, from flowers in 
the Bev Hiscox Memorial Flower Show, 
to photographs featuring Autumn scenes.

There’s the children’s section for art, 
papercraft, baking, photography, handcraft, 
and visual arts with the theme “veges and 
fruit are great”.

The schedule is available online at www.
waimarinoshow.com.

And of course, there’s the usual pet 
parade at midday on Saturday.

Pony rides, always popular, are back for 2023.

There’ll be a sackful of country races. World-class wood chopping is on the agenda.

The Show features two days of horse events. Photos supplied.
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Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Mulch
- Pebbles

- Bark
- White chip

- Top soil
- Compost

Email:
Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Retail & Homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

Digger Hire

Ph 021 116 2853

New 2 ton digger for hire
cab and radio
150mm 230mm 450mm & 600mm auger tilt standard
400mm rock 210mm & 280mm spade buckets
Can deliver
Servicing Central North Island

230 + GST full day | 150 + GST half day | 1000 + GST a week
100 + GST per hour with operator

Contact Steve for bookings and info 07 895 7462

ALUMINIUM JOINERY & DOUBLE GLAZING

(06) 345 0447  //  www.getglazed.co.nz

Experts

DELIVERING A FRESH  
PERSPECTIVE

ALTOGETHER

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Antony Greenfield is a strong advocate of the unique lifestyle that the 
Ruapehu district offers. He is known for his can-do attitude and putting 
in the mahi to get results. Whether buying or selling Antony’s promise 
is to work hard to help people on their property journey, getting them 
wherever it is they want to be.

Give him a call today.

Antony Greenfield 021 102 3594
antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

College juniors’ squash winGold for badminton 
Eye on Ruapehu College, 

contributed by staff and students 
Ohakune squash players 

Jayden Bailey, Grace Burnard 
(captain), Liam Burnard, Grace 

Rowe, with Matthew Laurenson 
(coach) travelled to Hastings to 
represent Squash Central in the 
Central vs Eastern junior chal-
lenge on Sunday. All four played 

some beautiful squash and had 
some huge battles, helping the 
Central team secure the win 
over Eastern 22-18 retaining the 
trophy for another year.

Squash winners, from left, Grace Rowe, Liam Burnard, Grace Burnard (captain), 
Matthew Laurenson (coach), and Jayden Bailey.

Ohakune Badminton is celebrating gold medals 
won at the 2023 Downers New Zealand Masters 
Games in Whanganui this month.

Ohakune Badminton members Rene Haeberli 
and Scott Cornwall combined to win Gold in the 
Men’s Doubles 55-64 age group (social) category 
at the Master Games.

An annual event, held across 10 days and nights, 
the New Zealand Masters Games is the largest 
and longest-running Masters Multisport festival 
in Aotearoa. 

With their recent win under their belts, Rene 

and Scott are keenly anticipating the 2023 season 
of Ohakune Badminton, which begins 28 Febru-
ary. Both men acknowledge strong competition 
amongst club members keeps them on their toes 
and they anticipate some good-natured ribbing 
amongst the friendly club members at the start 
of the season.

The Ohakune Badminton Club plays on Monday 
nights at the Ruapehu College Sports Hall, 7.30 
start. Season starting Monday 27 February – all 
welcome!

Rene Haeberli, left, and Scott Cornwall are Masters gold medal winners.
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Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
• Plumbing & Drainlaying
• Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
• Fires & Solar 
• 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTy HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Ph 021 0263 4206

52 Seddon St, Raetihi
admin@matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying
For all your Plumbing,

Gasfitting & Drainlaying needs

Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $34.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z
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FOR
SALE buSinESS nOTiCES PubLiC nOTiCES

Part time
administrator / 

showroom person 

One day a week.

Please email dekkermachinery@gmail.com  
ATT Paul Dekker or call into the shop

29 Seddon Street, Raetihi

LiVESTOCK FOR SALE

buSinESS 
nOTiCES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
021 055 4794 for prices.

FIREWOOD THE 
WOODSHED. Shed 
dried. Order now. Contact 
Ian 06-385-4523 or 
027-444-3441.
TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

We endeavour 
to deliver a 

Bulletin to your 
letterbox every 

Wednesday – but 
if you are not 
receiving one, 
please let us 

know.

Email:
ads@

ruapehubulletin.
co.nz

or call
06 385 8532

www.
ohakune.info

 LIVESTOCK WANTED
X 300

130-160kg Dairy Beef Heifers

X 200
Bulls 300-350kg

All types and breeds considered
(just not straight Jerseys)

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

Ngā Waihua o 
Paerangi Trust

February Clinics
By appointment/Drop In
Personal Health  Nurse -  FRI 17 & 24 (9 -11.30) – 
Free Cervical Screening.  

SERVICES AVAILABLE
Kaupapa Māori Mental Health and Addictions 
(Clem)
Supporting/ addressing needs of Tangata Whaiora
Drug & Alcohol Intervention
Te Putanga Pukenga Program
A/H Emergencies – Mental Health Assessment & 
Treatment Team  0800 653 358

Whānau Ora (Tina, Darnella, Neha, Sophia, Virginia, 
Frances and Mel)
Wrap around services for those with High Health and 
Social needs. 
Advice & advocacy Support 
Support for GP Practice 
Smoking Cessation

Tamariki Ora (Tina and Katherine) 
Well Child Checks for pepe 0-5 years
Kaiawhina Additional Support

He Puna Ora 
Coordinated care with hapu māmā and or whanau/
māmā with pēpi 0-3yrs which focuses on strengths and 
growing connections within Te Ao Maori 

Te Whare Āhuru Ki Ruapehu Housing Project 
(Megan and Aroha)

Bowel Screening 
If you have any queries relating to the Bowel Screening 
Project, please contact Darnella Hawira 0272 455 278, 
Darnella.Hawira@ngatirangi.com 

Appointments/More Information Contact 
Admin 
Mon-Fri- 8.30am-5pm  06 3859 580 /0, 0274758347 
or email Katherine.Herewini@ngatirangi.com 

We have an AED Defibrillator available on site.

SiTuATiOnS VACAnT

Ohakune Service Centre 
Closed for upgrades 
20 February – 7 March
We’re making improvements to the 
Ohakune Service Centre on Goldfinch St.

To get things done as quickly as possible,  
we will be closed from Monday 20 February.  

We look forward to welcoming you when we 
reopen on Tuesday 7 March.

If you still need help, get in touch with us:
• Call 0800 559 009 for Work and Income
• Call 0800 552 002 for Senior Services
• Visit my.msd.govt.nz
Thanks for your patience.

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o 
Ngāti Rangi

Kaiāwhina / 
Teacher Aide

Fixed Term, Term 1, 2023

Kei te rapu mātau i tētehi Kaiāwhina, hei hoa 
āwhina mō te kaiako. We are searching for a 
Teacher Aide to support the classroom teacher 
and tamariki with specific learning needs. 

The hours will be between 9am and 3pm, 
Monday to Friday (term time only).

Please send your CV and a cover letter to the 
Principal, via

admin@ngatirangi.school.nz.
Applications will remain open until the 

position is filled.

SIR ANDREW 
GRIMWADE: 26th 
November 1930 – 30th 
January 2023. Andrew died 
peacefully in Mansfield 
Victoria. A private funeral 
service has been held.

DEATH
nOTiCES

PubLiC nOTiCES

PubLiC nOTiCES

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSiFiEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.
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Read and Rhyme
Every Friday (except school holidays)

• Ohakune Library : 9.30-10.00am

• Raetihi Library : 10.30-11.00am

Suitable for over 2 years

major issue at that time,” Inston said. 
“In the course of time, that road has been 

sealed so there is more water coming off the 
road and that does bleed through the sections.

“It was good technology 30 years ago, 
but we’re in 2022 now.”

Deputy mayor Viv Hoeta said she was 
mindful of climate change and the increas-
ing number of weather events which un-
derscored the need for effective drainage.

The council’s executive manager of 
infrastructure, Vini Dutra, promised the 
council would visit the site and a storm-
water engineer would assess the tiny com-
munity’s drainage system.

“We have stormwater budget for up-
grades of our infrastructure,” Dutra said. 

If the investigation supported a drains 
upgrade, it would be “the perfect oppor-
tunity to invest the money in Rangataua 
and get the drains re-looked at”.

“My goal, if there are outcomes from 
the investigation that point at upgrading, is 
that we will get that sorted before winter.”

He advised anyone with water manage-
ment concerns to ring the council’s cus-
tomer services and put in a formal request 

for service.
“That way, a contractor has to go to the 

site and do an analysis within measured 
timeframes which are reported on. Any 
urgent actions, safety concerns, or if you’re 
worried about damage to property, the 
request for service is best one to record in 
our system.”

Inston said it was “very nice to be 
heard”.

“We aren’t the only ones affected. It is 
worth the council investigating [putting in 
pipes] to benefit the whole community.”

After the meeting, councillor Rabbit 
Nottage said the recent flash flooding 
in Auckland had raised awareness of 
the importance of adequate drainage 
infrastructure.

He said Rangataua and several parts 
of Ohakune were low-lying and formerly 
swampy.

“I remember [kuia] Betty Pakai coming 
to a flood planning meeting and describing 
these areas as the liver of the mountain. 
Rangataua is no different – it drains and 
filters.”

Public Interest Journalism funded 
through NZ On Air

Open drains prompt plea 
to community board

Art for wellbeing on 
the way for south 
Ruapehu

Ruapehu misses worst 
of Cyclone Gabrielle

An exciting new venture is being brought to the com-
munity by Volcano Vibe Collective in Raetihi,

Thanks to Lotteries, COGS, Whanganui Community 
Foundation, the Four Regions Trust, the Rural Communi-
ties Trust, RCCT and Creative NZ, funding has already 
been secured for the Volcano Community Arts Studio and 
Gallery right next door to the Volcano Vibe Collective shop 
at 43 Seddon Street, Raetihi.

The studio space renovation is nearing completion and 
the team is hoping for an opening date around Easter.

The Community Art Studio will be well resourced and 
open to the public, for use in the arts, to exhibit local 
artwork, and as a venue for classes, workshops and other 
wellbeing-based events.

“Our mission is to create a place where people can ex-
plore their creativity, come together, engage with others 
and be supported,” says Barbara van der Woerd.

Paula Charlton will be organising after-school creative 
opportunities for tamariki and rangatahi, along with a 
planned toddlers and caregivers craft circle one morning 
a week and holiday activities in July and October.

Other ideas include wine and painting evenings, op-
portunities to engage in Toi Maori workshops such as 
harakeke weaving and carving, bringing in guest tutors 
for evening and weekend short courses and facilitating 
creative opportunities for visitors for those wet weather 
days when outdoors activities are limited.

“We will be engaging with the community to see where 
help is needed, and creating programmes based on that 
information,” says Barbara. 

“We are convinced of the link between creativity and 
wellbeing within the community and want to create some-
thing Raetihi can be proud of, as well as helping attract 
visitors to the region”.

Classes currently already running at Volcano Vibe Col-
lective are visual arts, on Mondays 11am-2pm and Clay 
Club on Tuesdays at 11 to 2pm, both with Annie Stone,

“We also have The Volcano Singers, a thriving choral 
group that practice at Volcano Vibe every Wednesday 
evening at 7pm. Everyone is welcome to come along,” 
said Annie.

A photography group will shortly be resuming on 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm with Barbara van der Woerd.

A local “crop swap” will be starting again this Sunday 
19 February from 2pm-3pm, along with an open day.

“There are so many veggies around at the moment that 
we are planning to run crop swap every Sunday for the time 
being, so people can come along and share their excess 
produce, seedlings and cuttings,” said Barbara.

Now in its 4th year of operation, Volcano Vibe Collective 
is run by a team of dedicated volunteers, represents over 
70 creatives and artisans and is open seven days a week.

“Obviously with expansion comes more mahi, so we 
are always looking for people who would like to become 
more involved in our team. If anyone has some spare time 
or would like to support our kaupapa in anyway, please 
get in touch or come along to the Open Day”

Readers can call Paula on 021-045-7077 or email the 
team at volcanovibecollective@gmail.com for information 
on any of the classes being offered.

From Page 6

Ruapehu Civil Defence said yesterday 
that there were no significant issues reported 
from around the district from the impacts of 
Cyclone Gabrielle overnight Monday.

Emergency management officer Andy 
Chambers said that a strong wind warning 
was still in effect for this morning with 
southeast winds, to severe gale conditions 
gusting 120 km/h to 130 km/h in exposed 
places.

The strong wind gusts could damage 
trees, power lines and unsecured structures 
and make driving hazardous, especially 
for high-sided vehicles and motorcycles.

There are reports of downed trees and a 
power outage in Owhango this morning.

People are urged to stay well clear of 
any downed power lines and treat them as 
if they are live.

It is recommended that if people can 
continue to stay home and off the roads 
this is ideal however if travel is necessary 
to drive carefully to the conditions.

River levels were still low through the re-
gion and the risk of flooding is very unlikely.

The rain over the last 24 hours and 
forecast for the 24 hours from Tuesday 
morning was:

• Taumarunui 34mm previous 24hours, 
1mm expected next 24hrs.

• Waiouru 19mm in the previous 6hours, 
27mm expected next 24hrs.

• National Park 34mm previous 24 
hours, 6mm expected next 24hrs.

• Ohakune 29mm previous 24 hours, 
20mm expected next 24hrs.

• Raetihi 29mm previous 24hours, 
16mm expected next 24hrs.

• Ohura 44mm previous 24 hours, 1mm 
expected next 24hrs.

Civil Defence is keeping its Incident 
Control Point (ICP) at the CDEM Base 
Taumarunui open to monitor the on-going 
situation and respond to any community 
needs.

For any situations where life is at risk 
call 111.

For any other non-emergency issues 
including local road outages call Council 
on 07 895 8188.

STAY INFORMED: https://www.met-
service.com/warnings/home#central-north. 
GET READY GET THRU https://getready.
govt.nz/en/prepared/household. SOCIAL 
MEDIA: https://www.facebook.com/
civildefencemanawatuwhanganui

STATE HIGHWAY INFORMATION
h t t p s : / / n z t a . g o v t . n z /

traffic-and-travel-information.
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Rodeo kicks 
off in Kakahi 
on Saturday

Organisers have done their dusting off duties ready for 
the annual Kakahi Rodeo to buck off on Saturday.

The event is a 2nd division rodeo, which is solely for 
those competitors who have not yet won $2000 to break 
open.

“We invite our locals to participate by dusting off their 
ponies and joining in the local barrel race and bull ride,” is 
the call from the organisers, who add that all ages welcome. 

Gates open at 9.30am at the Kakahi Domain – turn 
off State Highway Four north of Owhango and follow 
the signs.

Dust off those boots and denims, get your horses ready: 
there’s a local bull ride & barrel race - enter on the day.

For the young ones is a lolly scramble, colouring 
competition and prizes for best dressed cowboy/cowgirl.

“It’s a great family fun day out! Yeehaw!”

Dashing in the dust at Kakahi. Photo: Tobias 
Meads.

Funding plan has potential for ‘huge impact in Ruapehu’
Seeing the need to be innovative in 

supporting whānau to achieve their 
aspirations, late last year Ngāti Rangi 
launched Whiria Ngā Hua, a new ini-
tiative to invest directly in whānau by 
supporting their social, cultural, health 
and economic well-being.

Following a huge community re-
sponse, an independent panel met to 
consider applications in December and 
were impressed with the number and 
variety of kaupapa submitted by local 
whānau and uri of Ngāti Rangi.

Thirty three successful applications 
were funded up to $10,000 to initiate 
kaupapa across focus areas ranging 
from rangatahi wellbeing, trade train-
ing, educational resources and cultural 
heritage, sport fitness and recreation, 
hauora, pākihi Māori, to performing arts 
and community events.

Ngāti Rangi pou ārahi Helen Leahy 
said they “were thrilled with the sheer 
diversity of applications, the enthusiasm 
of the whānau for each of the approaches 
they have taken, and the amazing poten-
tial of such talent across our region”.

The kaupapa was launched across the 
Ruapehu region in November via social 
media and through face-to-face engage-

ment across the community. Whānau 
were supported through the application 
process by the Ngāti Rangi team, who 
held information evenings and demysti-
fied the process to ensure that the bar-
riers were removed in enabling whānau 
to put their dreams on paper.

“It has been truly amazing to see the 
passion of whānau in creating meaning-
ful solutions for whanau, which come 
from within themselves. We also know 
that through their aspirations they will 
have such a positive impact on the wider 
community.   

“Whether it is swimming lessons or 
tennis tournaments; recording music or 
learning the art of butchery, we look 
forward to seeing the impact of Whiria 
Nga Hua right across the region.”

She added that Ngāti Rangi ap-
preciates the support of the Whānau 
Ora Commissioning Agency and the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Enterprise, in backing whānau to back 
themselves. 

A full list of the Whiria Ngā Hua suc-
cessful recipients can be found on the 
Ngāti Rangi website www.ngatirangi.
com. The initatives will be delivered 
over the next six months.

Successful applicants: Top: Coleman Albert, above, Wayne Te Huia, at right: Synoma Takitimu. Photos: 
TMProductions.


