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Govt to lead 
ski areas 2023 
opening plan 

The Crown is leading the process of 
preparing a plan to operate Whakapapa 
and Tūroa ski areas for winter 2023, that 
is hoped will be viable and can be put to 
creditors, the Ruapehu Alpine Lifts admin-
istrators advised last week. 

“The Crown has asked for time to com-
plete the plan and for us to delay promo-
tion of a season pass campaign until there 
is greater clarity to what 
may be offered in 2023,” 
the administrators, John 
Fisk and Richard Nacey, 
from Price Waterhouse 
Coopers.

The administrators 
have secured funding 
from the Crown and ANZ 
Bank to maintain the busi-
ness through to at least the 
Watershed Meeting that must be called by 
9 May 2023 and, potentially, through to the 
start of the 2023 winter season.

“A key plank in any plan that could be 
put to creditors at the Watershed meeting 
is having support for it from iwi,” state the 
administrators in the update.

They said the Crown is leading the 
process “given the Crown funding and iwi 
request for the Crown to be involved in any 
negotiations with them”.

“The Administrators are determined to 
do everything they can to get the best result 
from the process for the creditors of RAL 

and the community.”
They say data has led the decision-

making, including providing limited opera-
tions at Tūroa.

“A positive upswing in guest numbers 
and overall performance is not just a case 
of “opening more things” and in fact 
considering the data, it is possible to sug-
gest that the first goal should be “opening 

more often” a focus 
on the number of open 
days and on-time per-
formance will make the 
greatest initial gain/im-
provement, which will 
in turn then allow the 
business to justify open-
ing more facilities.”

They said that inter-
nationally, there is a 

basic rule of thumb that ski areas need to 
see more than 100 open days in a season in 
order to find economies of scale.

“While Tūroa 2023 is a constrained 
operating model, the multiyear goal must 
be in returning its performance closer to 
Whakapapa and to skier days in excess 
of 150,000.

“Tūroa has experienced low snow and 
therefore slow starts in each of the last 
three seasons. While it is reasonable to 
expect that this doesn’t happen again there 
is not enough guarantee for us to be able to 

“A key plank in any 
plan that could be 

put to creditors at the 
Watershed meeting 

is having support for 
it from iwi.”

Turn to Page 2

Five school generations

Four generations of Ohakune Primary School pupils 
from the Thompson clan became five on Wednesday last 
week, when two five-year-old cousins walked through 
the gates.

Art King and Finn Mastrovich are the new generation 
of pupils to attend the school.

In 1996, the Bulletin ran a ‘four generations’ photo 
when Carrie Webb started school and was pictured with 
her mother Brenda Webb, who started school in 1968, her 
grandfather Bruce Thompson who started in 1942 and 
her great-grandmother Emily Thompson who started in 
1914 at the then Ohakune District High School.

Four generations from the Thomson clan, from left, Carie King (nee Webb) with Art, Teri 
Mastrovich (nee Webb) with Finn, Bruce Thompson and Brenda Webb. Inset: the late Emily 
Thompson, who died in 2003.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
Waimarino A&P Show 18 February

Kakahi Rodeo 19 February

Waimarino Sheepdog Trials 24-25 February

Waimarino Wild Food Showcase 4 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Carrot vs 
Gumboot

The Ohakune Big Carrot is into the final vote in a 
New Zealand fuel company’s promotion that has been 
pitting eight small town landmarks against each other 
in a public vote.

The Carrot is now up against the Taihape Gumboot for 
the final vote, via the Caltex Facebook page.

The fuel company had asked which one should be in 
the final four, with the Te Kuiti Shearer paired with the 
Springfield Donut, the Paeroa L&P bottle up against the 
Taihape Gumboot, and the Te Puke Kiwifruit paired with 
the Gore Guitar.

The Carrot is getting lots of support on the Caltex 
Facebook page, while some people are lamenting the 
lack of other town symbols.

As of Tuesday morning, the Gumboot was in the lead 
by just one vote.

The focus will be on core lifts to access top 
to bottom and Alpine Meadow for beginners: 
Sunkid carpet (Alpine Meadow); Movenpick; 
High Noon Express; The Giant (on peak 
weekends).

Guest facilities – food and beverage, rentals 
and guest services are in place – Giant Café and 
Alpine Café. 

The Parklane acts as alternate lift when Mov-
enpick is not available. 

At present The Giant is budgeted to run Sat-
urday and Sunday on eight key/peak weekends 
throughout the season. The extra (unbudgeted) 
cost to turn it on for the rest of the season 
(around 68 days) would be around $50,000 
(labour only).

There would be additional costs to add in for 
preseason preparation (maintenance) and an 
increased electricity spend.

Repeating the exercise for the Nga Wai Heke 
(out of scope for 2023) would require a further 
$62,000 in lift operations labour, again before 
adding up maintenance and other overheads.

The overall seasonal labour cost (excluding 
year round roles) to operate Tūroa to the 2023 
plan is around $150,000 per week.
Whakapapa

Given the likes of the Snow Factory and 
Happy Valley’s ease of opening, Whakapapa is 
more able to guarantee a passable experience 
earlier in the season than that of Tūroa, state 
the administrators.

For the last few years Whakapapa has also en-
joyed the early season risk mitigation provided 
by sightseers on the Sky Waka.

“Together, these factors have underpinned 
more open days and greater total visitors for 
Whakapapa, allowing it confidence in opening 
more facilities in 2023.

The target for Whakapapa is 200,000 guests 
for the season, with all lifts progressively open-
ing as conditions allow.
Employment market risk

“Given the state of the labour market and our 
present status we also anticipate some difficulty 
in recruiting enough staff to operate to our cur-

rent core plan. 
“This is a concern that is shared by the South 

Island ski areas.”
As another example, when we consider opti-

mising Ski and Ride school we want to deliver 
a great experience but also make sure that team 
members get enough work each pay period to 
justify their decision to join us. 

“These team members are often on specialist 
visas where the current NZ immigration settings 
create additional expense, there is a minimum 
hourly guaranteed requirement of 60 hours per 
fortnight, with a minimum wage rate for the ski 
industry set at 85% of the median. This works 
out to roughly $26.69 per hour.

“This also needs to be balanced with consis-
tency visa-based staff would ideally not be paid 
more than New Zealand staff wherever possible.

“These wage policies are great for the 
employee and therefore supported by us, the 
example is used more so to indicate the upward 
cost pressures that the business faces in tandem 
with its labour supply constraints.”

From Page 1

Govt to lead ski areas 2023 plan 
absorb the risk that the snow and weather doesn’t come on 
time (this year) it is easier to eke the business upward if 
things are going well than it is to shrink it back.

“In years where we are better funded (with a buffer) we 
would be able to re-embrace the risk of the marginal early 
July more so than what we can in 2023. 

“It is worth remembering too that not all lifts will be 
able to open at the eventual start of the season, the lifts 
phase in as conditions allow across late July and at times 
into early August.”

The administrators point out that the July school holi-
days start one week earlier (30 June) than in 2022 and this 
was “an additional kicker that increased the risk of 2023”.

“That this is the plan for 2023 does not mean it is for 
the future. At this stage we would continue to target a 
return to a ‘normal’ experience and service level for 2024 
and beyond.”

At Tūroa, the priority for 2023 is top to bottom skiing 
with maximum possible terrain, from 15 July to 15 Octo-
ber, with a target of 85,000 guests target. This is histori-
cally low, but it still represents three times the business 
activity of 2022.
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Community 
Halls Repairs 
& Maintenance 
Fund

Sport NZ Rural 
Travel     Fund

APPLY NOW 
Applications close 3 March
Council administers a number of grant funds designed to 
assist with things of benefit to the community. 
APPLICATIONS ARE CURRENTLY OPEN FOR THE:

• SPORT NZ RURAL TRAVEL FUND
This Fund provides subsidies to help youth sport teams for 
young people between 5 and 19 years with travel costs to 
attend regular local sport competition.

• COMMUNITY HALL REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
GRANTS

This fund has grant funding available for upgrading, repairs 
and maintenance on community halls that do not receive 
up-keep from ratepayers.

MORE INFO
For for more info on these and other grant 
funds Council administers see our website:
ruapehudc.govt.nz/our-district/grants
or call Candice on 07 895 8188.Applications now open - apply before Friday 3 March 

DELIVERING A FRESH  
PERSPECTIVE

ALTOGETHER

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Antony Greenfield is a strong advocate of the unique lifestyle that the 
Ruapehu district offers. He is known for his can-do attitude and putting 
in the mahi to get results. Whether buying or selling Antony’s promise 
is to work hard to help people on their property journey, getting them 
wherever it is they want to be.

Give him a call today.

Antony Greenfield 021 102 3594
antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Can the Chateau be saved? Yes, but…
The Chateau Tongariro closed on Sunday, partly 

due to work needed to bring the near-100-year-old 
building up to earthquake resistance standards, one 
of many historic buildings around the country also 
in quake trouble.

This follows the collapse of many buildings in 
the Christchurch quakes.

“Before the Building (Earthquake-prone Build-
ings) Amendment Act 2016 was introduced, many 
heritage buildings in New Zealand, especially in 
provincial areas, were already experiencing high 
vacancy due to the soaring cost of maintaining and 
conserving significant heritage features,” Dr Esther 
Aigwi, Auckland University of Technology School 
of Future Environments lecturer.

She said New Zealand ‘absolutely’ risks losing 
many heritage buildings.

The Chateau can be saved, said Dr Aigwi, but it’s 
not just earthquakes putting built heritage at risk.

“So apart from earthquakes, the heritage build-
ings in New Zealand are also threatened by fires, 
housing development activities, and ‘demolition 
by neglect’, which may all be interrelated in most 
cases”.

John Ingham, Civil and Environmental En-
gineering head of department at AUT says “the 
science exists to strengthen almost anything”. 

“In the end it will always come down to money.”
He said he was sure the Chateau could be saved, 

“it’s just a question of the price tag”.

Ingham said he has some sympathy for the 
hotel’s former owners, Malaysian-based holding 
company KAH New Zealand.

“It’s logical from an asset perspective ... a heri-
tage building is a pain in the arse,” he said. “If I was 
sitting in Malaysia, I’d make the same decision. 
It’s a commercial business decision.”

It is now the Department of Conservation’s 
decision as to the future of the building.

DOC operations manager for Tongariro, George 
Taylor, says he couldn’t yet provide any estimate 
for the cost of strengthening work.

The building’s status as a Category 1 heritage 
building means funds could be available from the 
National Heritage Preservation Fund, administered 

by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.
That was supported by Heritage New Zealand’s 

John O’Hare.
“The Grand Chateau is a truly iconic building 

of national significance and we urge best efforts 
are made to strengthen and restore it so it can 
continue to be enjoyed by New Zealanders and 
overseas visitors.

“Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga experts 
can provide free conservation advice should the 
owners wish to undertake work on the building. We 
also welcome further applications to the National 
Heritage Preservation Incentive Fund from the 
Chateau owners.”

Footpath for Ohakune 
school street

Arawa Street, Ohakune, is to get a new footpath 
on the opposite side of the road from Ohakune 
Primary School.

In September 2022, Waimarino Waiouru Com-
munity Board members requested the path be in-
stalled, as part of the Ruapehu District Council’s 
annual footpath programme. Council Officers 

advised a funding application for $500,000 had 
been made to Waka Kotahi Transport Choices to 
support safer school routes and access.

In January, work was to start on designs for the 
footpath, with the aim to have it complete by the 
end of the RDC’s financial year.

The Chateau under construction 1929. Photo: Ian Matheson City Archives .
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
ACROSS
7. South Island version of Gisborne’s big 
annual music festival (6,3,4)
8. Natural disaster clause once used by 
insurance companies (3,2,3)
9. Label (4)
10. The “door” at a winery shop (6)
12. Drop considered the “spirit” of 
Christmas (6)
14. Stream dweller (3)
15. Get away (6)
17. Hostility (6)
19. Defrost (4)
21. Nickname of Prime Minister, 1893-
1906 (4,4)
23. Well-known NZ cook (7,6)

DOWN
1. Draughts in the US (8)
2. Amble (6)
3. Self-satisfied (4)
4. Unfit for consumption (8)
5. Treasure (Māori) (6)
6. Junk mail (4)
11. Symmetrical way to tie off something 
(4,4)
13. Device used to find something (8)
16. For ever (6)
18. Alter (6)
20. Cradled (4)
22. Imminent (4)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Victoria, 7. Swoon, 8. Balclutha, 9. Sat, 10. Seed, 11. Urgent, 13. Little 
Spotted, 15. Mai mai, 16. Comb, 18. Era, 20. Hedgehogs, 21. Tacit, 22. Tree fern. 
Down: 1. Vibes, 2. Collect, 3. Oily, 4. Interislander, 5. Roast, 6. Instead, 7. Saveloy,  
12. Alright, 13. Layette, 14. Twosome, 15. March, 17. Basin, 19. Gene. 
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
 Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support 

phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice
 Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com  or phone 06-385-

3253 and leave a message.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui)
 Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service
 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 

06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. 
Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty 
chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
 Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres
 Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
 06-385-9580
Plunket Society 
 Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-

6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross
 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune
 027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP
 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens
 Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John
 In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre
  0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre
 Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library
 waimarinotoylibrary@hotmail.com
Women’s Refuge
 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384
Ruapehu Mayor
 Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board
 Board members: Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 

021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. Janelle Hinch (RDC 
rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha 

Rudkin 027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; 
Oriwia Wanakore 027-222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-
353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-

07657; Kay Henare 027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  
Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to 
keep it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you 
see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Ruapehu skiing unique
• The Ruapehu Ski Fields are certainly not advertised 

here in the land of Oz!  
They are not promoted here in Sydney, all we hear is 

South Island skiing from ski shops here. 
The October long weekend for Turoa to be open benefits 

the local community. The ski fields need the local com-
munity and vice versa. 

The mountain marketing should’ve kept to the slogan 
of “The Magic Mountain.” 

New Zealand Tourism back in 2010 injected $10 million 
into promoting the area ... it gave up too quick in my view. 

And now, starting with an opportunity is the Northern 
Explorer. The Kiwi Rail train could jointly promote this 
area. Train travel has come back with extending their 
journeys with tours within their train destinations. 

In my opinion there are so many currently that do not 
think outside the square.

I am an Aussie, I have skied South Island and Aussie 
ski fields ... Mt Ruapehu is unique. 

It has not been promoted widely by NZ Tourism. 
(Well, that’s my 2 bobs’ worth!)
‘Video Bill’ Adams

Letters

Ratana, dairy, focus for 
McKelvie in January

Three dead 
after Raetihi 
crash

A third person has died following a fatal crash in 
Raetihi on Monday.

The crash happened on State Highway 4 south of 
Raetihi, about 12pm.

Two other people died at the scene and one had mod-
erate injuries.

Police said a person transported in critical condition 
to hospital died there several hours later.

Police said the circumstances of the crash remain 
under investigation.

Waimarino help for flood 
victims in Auckland

Chris Waddel is pictured at the wheel of her car, ready to head to 
Auckland on Friday with her car and a trailer loaded with donated 
clothes, blankets, toys and other items to the community support 
organisation run by David ‘Brown Buttanbean’ Letele. The donations 
– including money for petrol – came from right around the community 
including Ruapehu College and Dempseys Buses.

• The annual pilgrimage to Ratana by politicians across 
the spectrum always signifies the start of the political year.

National was well represented with a large contingent 
of MPs along with some of our new candidates for this 
year’s election including Suze Redmayne for Rangitikei, 
David McLeod for New Plymouth and Dale Stephens for 
Christchurch Central.  

Ratana speakers addressed the National delegation di-
rectly from the paepae and acknowledged several positive 
initiatives successive National governments have done to 
advance the health and wellbeing of Māori over the years. 
Of course, this didn’t make the news as a certain announce-
ment on 19 January meant the media was preoccupied with 
the change at the top of the Government.

I was delighted to host Todd Muller at the annual 
Dairy New Zealand Event, which showcases the very 
best dairy cattle from around New Zealand and promotes 
and supports dairy excellence. The event was held at the 
outstanding Manfield Agri-Centre facilities in Feilding 
– without doubt the best in the southern hemisphere for 
exhibiting cattle.

Todd has certainly hit the ground running following his 
appointment as National’s spokesperson for agriculture in 
terms of developing policy and challenging some of the 
unworkable rules and regulations being pedalled by this 
government. Farmers are the backbone of New Zealand, 
and the dairy industry alone contributes over $19b annu-
ally to the New Zealand economy, is responsible for 25% 
of all goods exported from NZ by volume and employs 
over 50,000 people across the country.

The industry has also proven itself to be a progressive 
industry with a sustainability focus for which advances 
in breeding and farm systems are delivering value – in 
2020, export value per cow was 50% higher than it was 
10 years prior in 2010.

Congratulations to all of those who played a part in 

putting this year’s event together, especially the NZDE 
Committee, all of whom are volunteers. Thanks too to 
all the exhibitors, judges and sponsors. It’s always great 
to celebrate the contribution of rural New Zealand – it 
certainly plays a significant role in driving economic 
prosperity and success across our region.

Wishing you all the very best for 2023.
Ian McKelvie
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Creative 
Communities
Grant Funding
applications open 
until 24 March
If you are involved with any activity or project that increases 
participation in the arts or culture at a local level you may be 
eligible for grant funding support.  

This includes such things as increasing the range and diversity 
of arts and culture available to local communities, or any 
project that enhances or strengthens the local arts sector.

For more info: (inc. application forms) see 
Council’s website:  ruapehudc.govt.nz (or use 
the QR code) or call Candice on 07 895 8188.

1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Horopito

Ranana

Raetihi Ohakune

Makakahi
Tohunga 
Junction

Ohakune 
Substation

Waiouru

Kakatahi

Rangiwaea

Pipiriki

Matahiwi 4

4

4

49

1

Tongariro 
National Park

Why is the power going off?
As owner and operator of the National Grid, Transpower 
needs to undertake essential maintenance at the 
Ohakune Substation to ensure a reliable supply of 
electricity to Raetihi and the surrounding areas. 
Powerco and The Lines Company are also taking the 
opportunity to undertake work in their networks during 
this time.
We have worked to fi nd a time that will cause as little 
disruption as possible to the local community.

Power supply will be turned off to the area on:

Sunday 5 March 2023, 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse 
weather. Our alternative outage date is Sunday 26 March.

Transpower recognises that there is never an ideal time for consumers to be 
without electricity and apologises for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause.

For further information, please contact communications@transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR 
AFFECTING RAETIHI AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 5 MARCH 2023, 9:00am – 4:00pm

TPRB81522223

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our alternative 
outage date is Sunday 26 March.

The areas affected by the 
power outage shown on the 
map are illustrative only. 

Keeping the energy fl owing

New staff at Ohakune 

Ohakune School has had “a fabulous start to the year” 
welcoming new learners and staff last Wednesday with 
the start of year powhiri, says principal Lisa Clark.

“Our school has been fortunate to employ these won-
derful staff to our team - Sherry Hansen and Kaylee Ta-
mou join our kitchen team providing fabulous lunches.”

There are also three new teachers on the staff – first-
year teacher Olivia McIntrye who is teaching in a Year 
4-5 class; Claire Williamson is also a first-year teacher 
who takes on a Year 5-6 class; and Robyn Wilson who 
is teaching a Year 2 class and has moved to Ohakune 

after having taught at Waiouru School. Miss Wilson is 
not new to Ohakune, having done her teacher training 
placement at the school.

Mrs Clark said the school’s roll is steady and “we are 
excited to get on with our mahi to provide the best quality 
teaching and learning for our tamariki”.  

“We have plenty of wonderful opportunities for our 
learners on the calendar with our first community event 
on Friday 17 February with the Longest Morning Tea.”
New staff at Ohakune School, from left, Sherry 

Hansen, Kaylee Tamou, Olivia McIntrye, Robyn Wilson and Claire Williamson.

Chateau closure 
significant blow 
to Ruapehu and 
regional tourism

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 
last week that the decision by KAH New 
Zealand to close the Chateau Tongariro 
from Sunday 5 February was a significant 
blow to Ruapehu and the regional tourism 
economy.

“Council is saddened by the news and 
thank KAH New Zealand for their commit-
ment to the region and operating this iconic 
hotel for more than 30 years.

“The Chateau has been iconic part of 
Ruapehu tourism since its opening in 
August 1929.

“It has overcome periods of uncertainty 
over its future in the past and we can only 
hope that it will continue to have a long fu-
ture as part of the world heritage Tongariro 
National Park,” he said.

Mr Kirton said Council has been talking 
with the Ministry of Social Development 
who will be implementing a redeployment 
response in support of affected staff.

KAH New Zealand who also operate the 
Wairakei Resort in Taupo may be able to 
absorb some staff at that facility.

“We have also reached out to govern-
ment to stress the importance of this iconic 
hotel to regional tourism and the country,” 
he said.

He told Newshub that RDC has already 
had “one or two inquiries from prospec-
tive buyers”, including a former Chateau 
Tongariro staff member with international 
connections.

“There’s one organisation that has a 
history of rebuilding buildings, such as a 
castle [in Italy] that has been run down.”

DoC spokesperson George Taylor said 
it’ll spend the coming weeks liaising with 
iwi and the outgoing leasee “to understand 
what the future of Chateau Tongariro will 
look like”.

He stressed it’s “still too early to know” 
how much will need to be spent to strength-
en the building and what will happen to 
treasured chattels like the silverware and 
chandeliers during the transition period.

Tourism Minister Peeni Henare stopped 
short of committing Government money to 
saving the majestic building.

“We’ve been engaged as the Govern-
ment with the likes of Tuwharetoa and 
others who’re looking towards other op-
portunities that might be capitalised in that 
area but with the specific matter of the ski 
lifts and the Chateau it’ll be on a point of 
discussion with my officials.”

$50 fungi find

National Park resident Murray Wilson is a regular 
photographer in and around Ruapehu’s tracks 
and spotted these fungi recently – the blue 
pinkgill, which features on the NZ $50 banknote 
and is believed to be the only note in the world 
to have featured a fungus. The fungi was found 
beside the Tupapakurua Falls Track.
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New Waiouru community 
playground location proposal.
Council is seeking feedback from the Waiouru community on                    
38 Queree Drive, Waiouru Military Camp as being the best location 
for a new playground development out of three potential sites.

We would like to know if you agree with Queree Drive as the 
preferred location. If not we would like to know why along with 
which of the other two sites you prefer and why.

For more detail on each of the sites inc. 
a consultation document with pros & cons, 
a video and on-line feedback form 
see Council’s website: ruapehudc.govt.nz 
or use your mobile and QR code to go direct.

Local newspaper 
advertising is alive and 

well right here in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion of on-line media. But 
local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin reach as many people as they always did. 

With the cacophony of information through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin 
and read about the people and places in their community.

You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites
(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by advertising each week in 

the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, your people, 
your community, 

your newspaper, your place to
reach your customers

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  25 January 2022 • 1

25 January 2023, 

Issue No 1945

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting
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Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
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Goats run 

Ruapehu, 

Kids too
The 19th annual Goat trail run had an addition to the 

day on Saturday with 91 children taking part in The Kid 

– a 3.2km run around the Mangawhero Forest Loop at the 

bottom of the Ohakune Mountain Road.

“We wanted to create more of a connection to the com-

munity and it achieved that,” says Goat organiser Jason 

Cameron.
One of the ideas behind The Kid was to create a more 

inclusive event, with mums and dads running The Goat 

in the morning, then their children able to do their event 

in the afternoon.

The Kid was open to runners aged 5-16, with the five 

and six year olds running with a parent.

It was presented by the Ohakune Events Charitable 

Trust, with Ohakune Primary School providing lots of 

marshals to help the kids get around the course.

Each runner received a finisher medal, a special event 

gift and a treat.

The Goat saw 720 paid-up entrants, which was short of 

the 750 allowed under their concession.

But only 603 people started, which was a surprise, says 

Jason Cameron.

He said there would be any number of reasons as to 

why people pulled out.

They accepted withdrawals from people who were sick 

or injured.
Of those who set off, 597 people finished, with two 

people helicoptered off the course – one with a suspected 

broken shoulder and the other with severe cramps.

The event saw one of the toughest fields line up, says Ja-

son Cameron, with several past champions at the start line.

Matt Ogden, who finished first, was also the winner 

in 2016. Turn to Page 12

Matthew Ogden heads up to the Ohakune Mountain Road and on to Turoa on Saturday, to take out his second win of the 

trail run from Whakapapa to Turoa. Photo: Photos4sale.co.nz. Inset: the first kids take on The Kid. Photo: Janie McNie.
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More 
Parapara 

works 

start
Urgent enabling works at the State Highway 4 Te 

Oreore slip site will get underway in the New Year to 

ensure the safety and resilience of the route for those 

travelling between Raetihi and Whanganui, reports Waka 

Kotahi NZ Transport Agency.

In October 2019, a major slip on SH4 about 18km 

south of Raetihi destroyed a large section of the road, 

forcing an initial full closure, followed by construction 

of a temporary road through the middle of the slip area. 

Dewatering works began in 2020 to stabilise the landslip 

and undertake critical testing.

Horizons Regional Council has granted Waka Kotahi 

NZ Transport Agency resource consent to construct three 

retaining walls north of the main slip area and the drilling 

and construction of two new dewatering wells.

Waka Kotahi project sponsor Wayne Oldfield says the 

need for the works became evident following the heavy 

rain last winter, which caused some ground movement 

at the slip site.

“There was movement in a number of locations at 

the site and the temporary road was reduced to one 

lane to prevent heavy loading on the outside edge of 

the lane. We now need to undertake works to prevent 

further movement and safeguard the area so we can keep 

moving forward with the slip replacement project,” Mr 

Oldfield says.

SH4 provides an important link between Whanganui 

and the Central North Island. It is also the backup link 

Turn to Page 2

Carrott 

rocket 

launch 

oh so 
close

Commencing countdown, engines on 

… it’s close to launch time at the Ohakune 

Carrot Adventure Park, with the latest fea-

ture, a 5.3 metre ‘Carrott Rocket’ now in 

place and nearly ready for lift-off.

Before it is ‘launched’, some safety land-

scaping needs completing and the rocket’s 

audio system still needs to be tweaked but 

it would be fully functional by the end of 

January, says Park trustee Peggy Frew.

“When kids sit in it and press the button, 

there will be sirens and an automated mes-

sage saying ‘5,4,3,2,1, blast-off′.

A team of volunteers installed the rocket 

on Monday last week, including Nick 

Robb, Peter Frew, Dave Hammond, Gus 

Wilson, Matthew Frew, Stu Ridley, Steve 

Gray and others.

The rocket has been built by Piopio boat 

bulder Max Laver. He and Tony Williams 

used multi-board, foam, marine plywood, 

and fibreglass, taking five months to 

complete.
Ex-Ohakune resident Murray Swan de-

signed the rocket, with electronics, and the 

aircraft engineer had planned to build it in 

metal, but this proved to be too expensive.

Turn to Page 3
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The new Ohakune ‘Carrott Rocket’ is placed on its launch pad.
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Govt to lead 

ski areas 2023 

opening plan 
The Crown is leading the process of 

preparing a plan to operate Whakapapa 

and Tūroa ski areas for winter 2023, that 

is hoped will be viable and can be put to 

creditors, the Ruapehu Alpine Lifts admin-

istrators advised last week. 

“The Crown has asked for time to com-

plete the plan and for us to delay promo-

tion of a season pass campaign until there 

is greater clarity to what 

may be offered in 2023,” 

the administrators, John 

Fisk and Richard Nacey, 

from Price Waterhouse 

Coopers.
The administrators 

have secured funding 

from the Crown and ANZ 

Bank to maintain the busi-

ness through to at least the 

Watershed Meeting that must be called by 

9 May 2023 and, potentially, through to the 

start of the 2023 winter season.

“A key plank in any plan that could be 

put to creditors at the Watershed meeting 

is having support for it from iwi,” state the 

administrators in the update.

They said the Crown is leading the 

process “given the Crown funding and iwi 

request for the Crown to be involved in any 

negotiations with them”.

“The Administrators are determined to 

do everything they can to get the best result 

from the process for the creditors of RAL 

and the community.”

They say data has led the decision-

making, including providing limited opera-

tions at Tūroa.

“A positive upswing in guest numbers 

and overall performance is not just a case 

of “opening more things” and in fact 

considering the data, it is possible to sug-

gest that the first goal should be “opening 

more often” a focus 

on the number of open 

days and on-time per-

formance will make the 

greatest initial gain/im-

provement, which will 

in turn then allow the 

business to justify open-

ing more facilities.”

They said that inter-

nationally, there is a 

basic rule of thumb that ski areas need to 

see more than 100 open days in a season in 

order to find economies of scale.

“While Tūroa 2023 is a constrained 

operating model, the multiyear goal must 

be in returning its performance closer to 

Whakapapa and to skier days in excess 

of 150,000.
“Tūroa has experienced low snow and 

therefore slow starts in each of the last 

three seasons. While it is reasonable to 

expect that this doesn’t happen again there 

is not enough guarantee for us to be able to 

“A key plank in any 

plan that could be 

put to creditors at the 

Watershed meeting 

is having support for 

it from iwi.”

Turn to Page 2

Five school generations

Four generations of Ohakune Primary School pupils 

from the Thompson clan became five on Wednesday last 

week, when two five-year-old cousins walked through 

the gates.
Art King and Finn Mastrovich are the new generation 

of pupils to attend the school.

In 1996, the Bulletin ran a ‘four generations’ photo 

when Carrie Webb started school and was pictured with 

her mother Brenda Webb, who started school in 1968, her 

grandfather Bruce Thompson who started in 1942 and 

her great-grandmother Emily Thompson who started in 

1914 at the then Ohakune District High School.

Four generations from the Thomson clan, from left, Carie King (nee Webb) with Art, Teri 

Mastrovich (nee Webb) with Finn, Bruce Thompson and Brenda Webb. Inset: the late Emily 

Thompson, who died in 2003.
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Gardeners don gummies to ramble 

Readers could be forgiven for thinking that the week-

end’s deluge would have rained on the parade of garden 

ramblers taking part in the Waimarino Garden Ramble 

on Saturday.
But three quarters of those who had bought tickets 

instead donned their gumboots, unfurled their brollies 

and enjoyed wandering around eleven diverse gardens 

in the area.
“What’s a little bit of rain between gardeners?” said 

Amy Lee, from the Ohakune Primary School PTA, who 

was one of the organisers of the event.

The event was held to raise funds for the school PTA 

and for the St John Waimarino health shuttle. With around 

180 tickets sold, along with numerous stalls selling plants 

and food around the event, they raised around $3000 for 

each entity.
Most of the ramblers were local, along with around 20 

Whanganui Garden Club members who made the damp 

trek up the Parapara to the event.

The gardens ranged from the tiny chalet garden of Wal-

ter Jenks, across the road from the primary school, to the 

60-acre native garden of Michele O’Sullivan and Ralph 

Berry on Lakes Road.

Some of the gardens have been included in past 

Waimarino garden rambles, with some newly opened to 

the public.
Amy Lee said they have had numerous positive com-

ments about the day.

“We also had a fabulous day, special thank you to all 

the gardeners for opening your home garden for us all to 

get inspired and ideas for our own gardens. Thank you to 

the organizers and marshalls as well,” said one.

“The marshalls sometimes had a pretty rough time, but 

all we met were lovely and helpful. And thanks to all the 

owners of the gardens, thanks for the access to your gor-

geous gardens, views, properties – looking forward to next 

year but hoping for better weather to see the full views.”

The gardens were:

Merrilyn George’s Miro Street property – “a pretty and 

colourful small garden”.

The Catholic Church garden in Arawa Street – “a riot 

of colour in the summer months”.
Turn to Page 2

Bronwyn Aitken and Shirlee Barrow didn’t let a deluge rain on their garden parade on Saturday. They are pictured admiring 

Marlene Smith’s Ohakune garden.
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Ohakune 45D Goldfinch Street

270sqm 1 1 1

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty

(unless sold prior)

4pm, Fri 24 Feb 2023

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Charming and quirky A-

Frame

This unique low maintenance A-Frame offers you the

opportunity to live in a home away from home with

plenty of time to explore the Central Plateau and all it

has to offer. Quirky, charming, and cute, this one

bedroom plus mezzanine chalet with amazing

mountain views, has recently been double glazed and

comes complete with a deck and an outdoor bath. A

good-sized carport makes this the ideal lock-up and

leave holiday spot.

bayleys.co.nz/2900575

OPEN HOME

Taihape 6 Jones Road

8,269sqm 3 2

Auction (unless sold prior) 12pm, Thu 2 Mar 2023

Bayleys, 158 Wicksteed Street, Whanganui

View 11am-12pm Sat 11 Feb

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Forget all previous prices

Motivated vendor wants sold.

This 8,260sqm (more or less) lifestyle property

complete with a well presented three-bedroom easy

care Lockwood home will be a great opportunity for

the incoming purchasers. The options are endless for

those escaping the bustle of the city, or those

downsizing from a larger farm.

The well-designed light-filled home enables easy

living for the family with two living areas, two wood

burners and a heat pump for warmth and comfort.

bayleys.co.nz/2900567

Rail bridge work 
delayed yet again

Work on replacing the Mangateitei and 
Ruapehu Road rail bridges has been de-
layed yet again, member of the Waimarino 
Waiouru Community Board were advised 
last Thursday.

The Ruapehu Road bridge work will 
now start on 10 February, after The Lines 
Company confirmed that they would have 
to redesign the power supply that uses the 
bridge.

Work on the Mangateitei Railway Over-
bridge replacement is delayed, due to the 
delays on the Ruapehu Road bridge.

This work will now start in the new RDC 
financial year (from July 2023).

Funding from Waka Kotahi NZ Trans-
port Agency (NZTA) for the work was 
approved in September 2021.

Ruapehu District Council had been 
lobbying for funds for many years due 

to the poor state of the bridges and then 
increasingly-restrictive weight limits on 
the existing bridges

“In the case of the Mangateitei Rd 
bridge these are significant as it is the only 
option for the local growers, farmers and 
forestry who rely on it, and supply produce 
nationwide and for export, including an 
estimated 20% of New Zealand’s carrots 
and potatoes,” said Don Cameron, mayor 
at the time of the funding approval.

Council budgeted $1.2m (26%) for its 
local share contribution toward the $4.6m 
replacement cost for the bridges.

“With confirmation of Waka Kotahi 
NZTA’s co-investment (Council) will now 
be moving as quickly as possible to get 
the projects underway,” said Mr Cameron 
at the time.

Good news – in September 2021 – Ruapehu’s then mayor Don Cameron talks with local growers 
Ivan, at left, and Scott Young from Kim Young and Sons by the Mangateitei Rd rail over-bridge.

Ministry to sell 
Ngamatea school 
and house

The land and buildings that made up the 
former Ngamatea School, which closed in 
2017, are being made available for public 
purchase for the first time.

It sits on around 4 hectares, which in-
cludes courts, two buildings, sports fields 
and hillside land with rear driveway access.

The house has three bedrooms, kitchen, 
carport, and wooden interior. There is also 

the old swimming pool with grandstand 
and shedding.

The classroom area is a big communal 
space as well as toilet block, wood burner, 
staff offices and kitchen, good carpeting, 
heat pump, modern work stations with in-
ternet ports. Included is the old playground 
equipment, rugby field, equipment sheds 
and a treeline that shelters the school area 
from the rest of the large land block. Ngamatea School site – on the market.
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Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Ph 021 0263 4206

52 Seddon St, Raetihi
admin@matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying
For all your Plumbing,

Gasfitting & Drainlaying needs

Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Digger Hire

Ph 021 116 2853

New 2 ton digger for hire
cab and radio
150mm 230mm 450mm & 600mm auger tilt standard
400mm rock 210mm & 280mm spade buckets
Can deliver
Servicing Central North Island

230 + GST full day | 150 + GST half day | 1000 + GST a week
100 + GST per hour with operator

Contact Steve for bookings and info 07 895 7462

ALUMINIUM JOINERY & DOUBLE GLAZING

(06) 345 0447  //  www.getglazed.co.nz

Experts

Karioi Forest Hunting and 
Recreation Visitor HSE Inductions 

2023
Any person wanting to get a permit for weekend recreational access in Karioi 
Forest must complete an Ernslaw One Health and Safety Visitor Induction 
before being eligible to obtain a permit. This applies to hunters, firewood 
collection and other recreational users. Inductions are valid for two years.

This induction helps our visitors understand the hazards and risk associated 
with operations taking place in Karioi forest and the safety behaviour we 
expect from our visitors.

It also covers key requirements/ rules for firewood collection and hunting in 
Karioi Forest to ensure everyone who enters the forest is aware of conditions 
of entry.

HSE Inductions for recreational visitor use will be delivered 
on the following dates:
Wednesday 15/02/2023
Wednesday 22/02/2023
Wednesday 01/03/2023
Wednesday 15/03/2023
Wednesday 05/04/2023

Venue: WPI Training Room, WPI Karioi Pulpmill site, State Highway 49, Tangiwai. 
(Room next to Visitor car park)

Time: Evenings - 7.00pm start (inductions will take approx 1 hour)

COVID 19 – safety requirements

• If you are sick or have any flu like symptoms, stay home – do not come to 
the induction.

• Bring your own pen to fill out forms. 

• There may be limitations on numbers able to attend an induction on a 
particular date

You must email keith.wood@ernslaw.co.nz to book a place on a recreation 
HSE induction date at least two working days in advance. Please provide 
name, email, and contact mobile phone number and preferred date for 
induction. I will confirm by email your booking.

Most people will be due to renew their inductions as there was limited 
opportunity during the last two years due to Covid restrictions. 

All permit processing is now completed via email, please allow 10 working days 
to process your permit prior to wanting to access the forest for recreational 
purposes.  

Please note: Recreational hunting access is only available to people who 
reside permanently in our local Ohakune, Raetihi and Waiouru area.

Keith Wood
Karioi Forest Manager (Ph 0274449818)
Email keith.wood@ernslaw.co.nz

Public NOTicES

Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff 
and students 

A weaving group – “Te Roopu Rāranga ō 
Manaia” – who are based in Lower Hutt spent 
the Wellington Anniversary weekend weaving 
at Ruapehu College and sharing their knowledge 
with some college staff.

The group of 8 weavers are part of a larger 
group ‘Te Roopu Raranga o Manaia’ from Lower 
Hutt, who usually spend Wellington Anniversary 
Weekend weaving at Rangataua Hall. This year 
that hall was double booked so the weavers 
moved to Ruapehi College Hall.

Three staff spent time weaving with the roopu 
although half a dozen popped in for a chat.

During the weekend there was a wide variety 
of items being woven, large waikawa- style 
baskets, pikau (backpacks), kete woven with 
fresh harakeke, kete whakairo (woven with 
boiled & dyed harakeke) and kono in a number 
of styles. Some weavers were also prepping 
muka for kete, korowai or handles; and tags for 
future use on pākē (raincape).

The waevers said the college hall was 
an excellent facility and an enjoyable and 
productive weekend was had by all.

College hosts weavers, 
staff join in lessons
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Plasterer

Ph 0272 412 928

Trevor Scott Plastering
Gib fixing

Plastering
Painting

Vacuum sanding
Free Quotes

trevskihard@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire
Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Retail & Homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $34.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzclASSiFiEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SAlE buSiNESS NOTicES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

PARANIHI REUBEN 
WANO MOREHU 
(MOLLY):
The unveiling of Molly’s 
headstone will take place 
at Opihi Urupa Whakatane 
on Saturday 11th February 
2023 at 9am.
We will celebrate mums 
life after this special time 
together. 

uNVEiliNG

We endeavour to deliver a 
Bulletin to your letterbox every 
Wednesday – but if you are not 

receiving one, please let us know.

Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
or call 06 385 8532

www.ohakune.
info

liVESTOcK FOR SAlE

Military Exercise
The public are advised that members of the 
NZ Defence Force will be conducting an 
exercise in the Rangataua Forest over the 
period 15-18 February 2023 .

The public are asked to keep clear of any 
Defence Force personnel in the area over 
this period.

For any inquiries call 09 296 6800 during 
normal working hours.

Advisory Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
OF SUBMISSIONS AND INVITATION 
TO LODGE FURTHER SUBMISSIONS 

MANAWATŪ-WHANGANUI (HORIZONS) 
REGIONAL COUNCIL

ONE PLAN – PROPOSED PLAN  
CHANGE 3 – URBAN DEVELOPMENT

     

The Summary of Submissions and Decisions 
Requested on Proposed Plan Change 3 will 
be available from Tuesday 14 February 2023.  
Plan Change 3 proposes to introduce new 
provisions to Regional Policy Statement to 
give effect to the National Policy Statement 
on Urban Development 2020. It sets out 
objectives and policies for the provision of 
sufficient development capacity to meet the 
expected demand for housing and business 
land, and for the planning of well-functioning 
urban environments. It will improve the 
responsiveness of land and development 
markets, improve resilience to climate 
change, and ensure planning decisions 
relating to urban environments take into 
account Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

From Tuesday 14 February 2023 Horizons 
will be seeking further submissions, in the 
prescribed form, on the submissions that 
have been made (Clauses 7 and 8 of Schedule 
1, RMA).  

The Summary of Submissions, along with 
further information about how to make a 
further submission will be available at www.
horizons.govt.nz or can be accessed at your 
local library or Horizons Service Centre 
during opening hours.  

The last day for making further submissions 
is 28 February 2023 at 5:00 pm.

Michael McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Signed for an on behalf of the 
MANAWATŪ-WHANGANUI REGIONAL 
COUNCIL

buSiNESS 
NOTicES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
021 055 4794 for prices.

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R Y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

Waimarino
We are here to help

Please give us a call
06 348 7402 or
Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355

Waimarino visits every third Wednesday.
Home visits if needed.

SiTuATiONS VAcANT

 LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
ANGUS HEIFERS 400kg+ $3.05
HEREFORD HEIFERS 400kg+

DAIRY BEEF STEERS 540kg $3.10

LIVESTOCK WANTED
300-360kg BULLS

(all breeds considered)

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

Mayor Weston Kirton 
in Waimarino-Waiouru
Mayor Weston Kirton is available to meet 
with residents and ratepayers of 
Waimarino-Waiouru at Council’s 
office in Ohakune or Raetihi to 
discuss Council business or any 
other Ruapehu issues. 
To arrange a meeting 
call 06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

Ruapehu District Council 
Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu 
Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council  
Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board 
Luke Pepper, Chairperson 
Ōwhango-National Park Community Board  
Anthony Gurr, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson  
Risk & Assurance Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson

  07 895 8188

   027 329 2849

  021 487 742

  027 499 9408 

  027 274 2616

 Ruapehu District Council
10:00am, Wednesday 22 February 2023 
Council Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

Risk & Assurance Committee
1:30pm, Monday 27 February 2023 Council 
Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

Public NOTicES

Public NOTicES

Seasonal Market 
Garden Staff

Full-time seasonal work starting the end of 
February until October 2023.

Involves:
• Cutting swedes and beetroot.
• Pack-house work including, vegetable 

grading and prepacking.
• General housekeeping to keep the pack 

house clean and tidy.
• 5-6days a week depending on product 

demand. 7.45am – 5:30pm.
• Starting rate $21.50 per hour plus 8% 

holiday pay.

What you need:
• Own transport to get yourself to work.
• Gumboots and enough food to sustain 

yourself for a full days work.
• IRD number and eligible to work in NZ.

We Supply:
• Wet weather gear and gloves.

CV’s and interest to Amy at
accounts@motts.co.nz or 021 301 884
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SiTuATiONS VAcANT

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzclASSiFiEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Employment 
Opportunities!

Winstone Pulp International is located in the Central North 
Island and has two operational sites that manufacture 
wood pulp products and sawn timber from renewable 

plantation pine for domestic and export markets.

Production Trainee(s)
The opportunity (Karioi Pulpmill)

We are currently seeking candidates for multiple opportunities to join the Production 
team at the Karioi Pulpmill as Trainees.  These are permanent, full-time roles.

Full, on-job training is delivered through a modular training programme across 
the production areas.  Gain valuable on-job training whilst working within an 
experienced and knowledgeable team.  

The successful candidates will learn all things production to ably assist the team on 
an ongoing basis with the potential to provide a succession solution as an operator.  
Key success factors of the role include the ability to operate plant and equipment, 
ensuring full optimisation of both quality and productivity whilst completing routine 
tasks to achieve production targets and requirements.

About you
•	 A	positive,	‘can	do’	attitude,	willingness	to	learn	and	an	excellent	work	ethic.
•	 A	proven	track	record	of	working	in	a	team	environment,	preferably	within	an	

industrial manufacturing environment. 
•	 Excellent	communication	skills,	verbal	and	written.
•	 Holds	a	Class	One	driver’s	licence.	
•	 At	minimum	basic	computer	skills	(including	Microsoft	Suite).
•	 Holds	NCEA	Level	Two	including	numeracy	and	literacy	credits	(or	equivalent).
•	 Able	 to	 work	 shifts	 over	 a	 24hr/7-day	 period	 and	 able	 to	 work	 overtime	 as	

required.
•	 Good	physical	fitness,	including	the	ability	to	perform	manual	tasks	as	required.
•	 Demonstrated	experience	in	problem	identification	and	solving.
•	 Able	to	stay	calm	under	pressure.
•	 Has	a	genuine	commitment	to	health	and	safety.	

Mechanical maintenance team members –
Fitter, Turner, Machinist, Lube Technician, 
Trade Assistant
The opportunity (Tangiwai Sawmill)

We	have	multiple	opportunities	available	 for	 suitably	experienced	and	qualified	
people	 to	 join	 our	 Maintenance	 team	 at	 the	 Tangiwai	 Sawmill.	 These	 are	
permanent,	fulltime	positions.	Day	and	evening	work	is	available.	Proven	success	
in a similar role is essential.

About you
•	 Demonstrated	technical	ability;
	 o	 Maintenance	experience	of	heavy	machinery	and	plant.
	 o	 A	working	knowledge	of	hydraulics	systems,	and	an	ability	to	understand		

 schematic drawings would be advantageous.
	 o	 Experience	in	lathe	and	milling	machinery.
•	 Trade	certificate	in	Fitting	and	Turning	or	a	National	Certificate	in	Mechanical	

Engineering	(Level	4)	or	equivalent	preferred.
•	 Hold	a	Full	Class	One	New	Zealand	driver’s	license	and	hold	or	be	able	to	obtain	

a Forklift endorsement.
•	 Demonstrated	awareness	 of,	 and	 utilisation	 of	workplace	Health	 and	 Safety	

systems.
•	 Physically	fit,	able	and	mentally	alert,	 including	the	ability	to	work	in	confined	

spaces.
•	 Available	to	work	overtime.

Storeperson
The opportunity (Karioi Pulpmill)

This varied role is an excellent opportunity for a capable and driven individual 
who can deliver a detailed accurate approach to inventory management and a 
customer-based focus with our maintenance and production teams. 

About	you
•	 Demonstrated	success	in	a	stores,	warehousing	or	inventory	role	is	essential.
•	 A	mechanical	trade	or	other	mechanical	experience	would	be	advantageous.
•	 Demonstrated	 competence	 in	 the	 use	 of	 Microsoft	 Office	 and	 customised	

software solutions is essential.
•	 Physically	fit,	able	and	mentally	alert.
•	 Has	 a	 strong	 health	 and	 safety	 focus	 and	 can	 work	 in	 an	 organised	 and	

disciplined way.
•	 Holds	or	is	able	to	obtain;	
	 o	 Level	3	Certificate	in	Material	Management	(or	equivalent).
	 o	 A	Class	One	full	New	Zealand’s	driver’s	license.
	 o	 A	forklift	(F)	endorsement	and	a	workplace	forklift	operator	certification.

Instrumentation Technician
The opportunity (Karioi Pulpmill)

We are seeking a suitably skilled and experienced Instrument Technician to join the 
electrical	team	at	the	Pulpmill.		A	new	role,	the	primary	focus	will	be:
•	 Project	installation	and	or	site	maintenance	work,	with	the	ability	to	diagnose	

and repair faults or breakdowns.
•	 Ensure	all	electrical	/	instrumentation	maintenance	work	and	testing	is	carried	

out to the highest standards of safety, quality and service.
•	 Qualified	in	Hazardous	Areas	including	PLC	Upgrades	and	commissioning.
•	 Instrumentation	and	Electrical	-	Preventative	maintenance	and	breakdowns.
•	 Variable	Speed	Drive	Upgrade	and	commissioning.
•	 Complying	with	all	site	procedures	and	policies.
•	 Instrumentation	installation,	commissioning	and	loop	checks.
•	 Routine	maintenance	and	calibration	of	control	and	instrumentation	equipment.

About you
The	ideal	candidate:
•	 A	genuine	interest	in	instrumentation.
•	 A	 current,	 limited	 electrical	 registration	 as	 a	 minimum,	 and	 a	 full	 NZ	 EWRB	

registration and current practising license.
•	 At	minimum	a	Level	4	Electrical	trade	certificate	(or	equivalent)	and/	or	a	New	

Zealand	Certificate	in	Industrial	Measurement	and	Control.
•	 A	demonstrated	technical	ability	and	proven	success	as	part	of	team.

o	 Sound	 knowledge	 and	 experience	 with	 industrial	 machinery	 /	 plant,	
preferably within a manufacturing environment.

	 o	 Maintenance	experience	in	instrumentation	and	control	systems.
	 o	 Experience	with	pneumatic	controls	and	valve	positioners.
	 o	 Familiar	with	PLCs	and	DCS	systems.
•	 A	demonstrated	awareness	of,	and	utilisation	of	workplace	Health	and	Safety	

systems.
•	 Physically	fit,	able	and	mentally	alert,	 including	the	ability	to	work	in	confined	

spaces.
•	 Be	an	exceptional	team	player	with	a	‘can	do’	attitude.
•	 Hold	a	current	full	driver	licence.
•	 Available	to	participate	in	the	on-call	roster	and	to	work	overtime.

About us
WPI	is	committed	to	ensuring	a	safe	and	healthy	work	environment.	As	part	of	the	selection	process	applicants	will	be	required	to	pass	an	independently	conducted	
pre-employment	medical	assessment	which	includes	drug	testing.		Applicants	must	be	legally	entitled	to	work	in	New	Zealand	at	the	time	of	submitting	their	application.

For further information please contact Courtney on 06 385 8545 x 827 or email jobs@wpinz.com.  

To apply for this position please email a letter of application and a resume to jobs@wpinz.com.

Applications close at 9.00am, Monday, 27 February 2023

www.ohakune.info
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.
5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier 

than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off? 
Transpower the owner and operator of the National Grid and Powerco who connect homes and businesses in this 
region are undertaking regular scheduled maintenance at the Mataroa Substation and work on its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.  
Transpower would like to advise residents in the Taihape, 
Waiouru and surrounding areas that a power outage 
is required on:

Sunday 19 February 2023 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse weather. 
Our alternative outage date is Sunday 19 March 2023.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there is 
never an ideal time for consumers to be without electricity 
and apologise for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause. We have worked to fi nd a time with Powerco that is 
least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact communications@
transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer 
with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR 
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2023, 9:00am–4:00pm

TPRB815223

R E M I N D E R

In case of adverse weather affecting 
the day, the alternative outage date is 
Sunday 19 March 2023.1
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DIY comedy at 
the Royal

Swimmers advised to 
take care after rain

For people based in regional New 
Zealand, a night of stand-up comedy isn’t 
always an easily accessible form of enter-
tainment. But thanks to DIY Comedy, the 
Theatre Royal Waimarino Charitable trust 
and Ruapehu District Council, that’s about 
to change with A One Night Stand coming 
to Raetihi on Saturday 18 February.

Producer of DIY Comedy Ben Tito 
Caldwell is based in Feilding and over the 
past three years has been taking shows to 
more rural towns in the wider Manawatū, 
Whanganui and Taranaki regions. Raetihi 
is his next stop.

“I think I stopped once in Raetihi when I 
was a kid, so I don’t know much about the 
town. But that’s why I love taking shows 
to places like this, you find out more about 
the town and the people, and the audience 
are really appreciative that you’ve come to 
entertain them,” says Ben.

Ben, who will also host the show, has 
been a comedian for 15 years now and 
whilst peers of his have travelled overseas 
and gone to comedy hotspots like London 
and New York, he’s quite happy working 
in regional New Zealand.

“I’ve got a wife and children now, so I 
wouldn’t be able to get away and do shows 
overseas or live in the UK and gig there. So 
I make the most of what is available here 
and there’s so many places in the country 
that are yet to host shows on a regular basis, 
and hopefully Raetihi becomes regular gig 
for us and audiences.”

Headlining the show is 2017 Billy T 
nominee Patch Lambert, who recently 
opened for American comedian Josh 
Wolf on his New Zealand tour. With his 
own style of stand-up mixing honest and 
reflective storytelling with sharp gags and 
trademark cheekiness, Patch has captured 
the hearts and laughter of audiences all 
over the country.

Support acts for the show include Richie 
Faavesi and Vik Batra from Whanganui, 
and Karen Leslie from Hawke’s Bay.

He might be biased in his assessment, 
but Ben says the people of Raetihi are in 
for a really good night out if they come 
to the show.

“Watching comedy on TV or Netflix just 
isn’t the same as being in a theatre, watch-
ing it live. And from what we’ve seen of 
the Royal Theatre, we’re very excited for 
this show. It looks like an amazing venue, 
so take a punt and give comedy a crack. 
You never know, we could come back and 
you might be up on stage yourself at the 
next show!”

Tickets for the show are $25 pre-sales, 
$30 if you buy on the door and includes a 
supper as part of the ticket price. Tickets 
are available online from KiwiTicket, or 
you can buy them from Helloworld, The 
Raetihi Cossie Club or Volcano Vibe in 
Raetihi.

The show has been made possible thanks 
to Creative Communities Funding pro-
vided by Ruapehu District Council.

Comedian Ben Tito Caldwell is bringing the laughs to the Royal. Photo supplied.

Horizons Regional Council was last 
week asking people to think twice before 
getting into the region’s waterways, with 
heavy rainfall likely making them unsuit-
able for swimming or collecting kai.

Warm weather was forecast for the seven 
days from Wednesday last week, likely 
making a dip in a swimming hole or at a 
beach tempting.

But indicators that determine the grad-
ing of swim spots – E.coli for freshwater 
sites and Enterococci at coastal sites – can 
increase significantly after high rainfall, as 
contaminates from urban and rural settings 
are washed into waterways.

Horizons environmental monitoring sci-
entist and swim spot monitoring lead Kelly 
Le Quesne says contact with water where 
those organisms are present in sufficient 
quantities can lead to conditions such as 
respiratory illness, gastroenteritis, and ear 
and skin infections.

“Generally, people should not go swim-
ming within three days of heavy rain. If 

water smells odd or is a strange colour, it 
should be avoided,” says Ms Le Quesne.

“Check the water is clear, meaning you 
can see into the water.”

Horizons continues to monitor more 
than 80 swim spots across the region, with 
updates test results due later in the week.

“Results are received within 48 hours and 
updated on the Land Air Water Aotearoa 
(LAWA) website www.lawa.org.nz, with 
interactive maps showing each swim spot 
tagged with a red, amber or green marker to 
indicate the week’s bacteria results.

“People can check the LAWA website 
for the most recent results and suitability 
for swimming at monitored sites.

“It is important, however, that people 
still check the water even if LAWA shows 
it is suitable for swimming.

“It is also important to remember things 
may have changed underwater since you 
were last at a swim spot, so check for 
large debris and remember that rivers can 
be unpredictable and deceptively strong. 


