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Gardeners don gummies to ramble 
Readers could be forgiven for thinking that the week-

end’s deluge would have rained on the parade of garden 
ramblers taking part in the Waimarino Garden Ramble 
on Saturday.

But three quarters of those who had bought tickets 
instead donned their gumboots, unfurled their brollies 
and enjoyed wandering around eleven diverse gardens 
in the area.

“What’s a little bit of rain between gardeners?” said 
Amy Lee, from the Ohakune Primary School PTA, who 
was one of the organisers of the event.

The event was held to raise funds for the school PTA 
and for the St John Waimarino health shuttle. With around 
180 tickets sold, along with numerous stalls selling plants 
and food around the event, they raised around $3000 for 
each entity.

Most of the ramblers were local, along with around 20 
Whanganui Garden Club members who made the damp 
trek up the Parapara to the event.

The gardens ranged from the tiny chalet garden of Wal-
ter Jenks, across the road from the primary school, to the 
60-acre native garden of Michele O’Sullivan and Ralph 
Berry on Lakes Road.

Some of the gardens have been included in past 
Waimarino garden rambles, with some newly opened to 
the public.

Amy Lee said they have had numerous positive com-
ments about the day.

“We also had a fabulous day, special thank you to all 
the gardeners for opening your home garden for us all to 
get inspired and ideas for our own gardens. Thank you to 
the organizers and marshalls as well,” said one.

“The marshalls sometimes had a pretty rough time, but 
all we met were lovely and helpful. And thanks to all the 
owners of the gardens, thanks for the access to your gor-
geous gardens, views, properties – looking forward to next 
year but hoping for better weather to see the full views.”

The gardens were:
Merrilyn George’s Miro Street property – “a pretty and 

colourful small garden”.
The Catholic Church garden in Arawa Street – “a riot 

of colour in the summer months”.
Turn to Page 2

Bronwyn Aitken and Shirlee Barrow didn’t let a deluge rain on their garden parade on Saturday. They are pictured admiring 
Marlene Smith’s Ohakune garden.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
Waimarino A&P Show 18 February

Kakahi Rodeo 19 February

Waimarino Sheepdog Trials 24-25 February

Waimarino Wild Food Showcase 4 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.
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Educators gather to share learning

Walter Jenks, Arawa 
Street – “Tiny but mighty!”

Marlene Smith’s in Ar-
awa Street – “a medium 
sized town garden which 
features come formal struc-
ture, summer colour.”

Karen Hughes and Rich-
ard Milne’s Tainui Street 
– “a large town garden that 
frames fabulous views of 
Mt Ruapehu.”

Richard Fleury and Jo 
Bray’s Tainui Street – “a 
large established town gar-
den, formal front garden 
leading back via a side lawn 
to landscaped areas and 
entertaining spaces.”

Cecilia and Stuart Roke’s 
in Otiranui Road – “a well 
thought-out garden fea-
turing a woodland area 
with small creek flowing 
through and wide border 
gardens”.

Matt and Tracey Dean, 
Kopurutku Road – “in just 
10 years mass plantings 
have been used to establish 
a contemporary garden 
with the most amazing 
views.”

Michele O’Sullivan and 
Ralph Berry, Pakihi Road – 
“this 60-acre native garden 
features a special 20-min-
ute circular walk through a 
private protected rainforest 
dedicated to New Zealand 
native species”.

Rachel and Jim Lyon, 
Pipipi Road – “a medium 
to large country garden … 
the driveway sweeps past a 
large natural pond and takes 
you up to a lovely home 
surrounded by wide colour-
filled border gardens”.

Amy and Jeremy Mott, 
Oruakukuru Road – “an 
established garden … a 
large perennial garden with 
specimen trees and shrub-
bery … with a pirate ship!”

Gardeners don gummies to ramble 
From Page 1

The beginning of the school year is underway with most 
schools and early learning services attending the Ruapehu 
Kāhui Ako teacher only day held on Monday 30 January. 

A Kāhui Ako/Community of Learning is a Ministry 
of Education initiative that has schools, kura and early 
learning services working together for the benefit of all 
tamariki in its region. 

“The Ruapehu Kāhui Ako is developing momentum, 
hosting its second teacher only day this week, the first 
at the beginning of 2022 within Covid conditions,” said 
Ruapehu Kāhui Ako lead Brenda Burnard.

The day was based around ‘Our Places, Our Spaces’, 
with Deana and Korty Wilson from Ngāti Rangi speaking 
as keynote speakers in the morning. 
Workshops

The remainder of the day was used for workshops that 
those attending could choose from. 

CORE education, the Ruapehu Kāhui Ako’s professional 
development provider, facilitated workshops alongside, 
support from other educators and experts from within 
the region. 

“While the day was based around professional 
development and learning there was plenty of 
opportunities for kaiako to connect with others 
from different sectors which was one of the most 
important parts of the day for educators in our 

local community,” said Mrs Burnard. 
She said the day also provided opportunities 

for feedback to the Kāhui Ako for some next 
steps, which the key leadership team (made 
up of leaders from each school, kura and early 

learning services) will look at in planning ahead 
during 2023 and beyond. 

Mrs Burnard said the Ruapehu Kāhui Ako 
looks forward to sharing more about their jour-
ney during 2023.

Judith Bradley, Resource Teacher of Literacy workshops with local teachers on structured literacy. Photo Kerren Dixon.

Visitors take in Karen Hughes and Richard Milne’s garden. Photo: Richard Milne.
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Art combines clay & oil 

Rolling into disco

There’s two new art shows on display 
at the Raetihi Arts Trust Gallery in the 
old BNZ building in Seddon Street – one 
featuring an artist who has been creating 
works since the 1950s and the other fea-
turing an artist who combines clay works 
with oil paints.

Judy Webby has a small selection of 
works on show that are landscapes featur-
ing areas around Ruapehu, including the 
Parapara hills, Whangaehu Valley and the 
Rangataua Pet – a common lenticular cloud 
formation over Mt Ruapehu.

Judy Webby trained in England and the 
Elam art school, the later in 1958-1960.

She taught Art at Whanganui High 
School for 34 years and was Head of Art 
Department for 15 years. 

“I loved teaching and had many awe-
some students. Since then, I have done a 
lot of painting, which I find therapeutic and 
healing,” she said. 

“Recently, I have been introduced to the 
Maunga (Ruapehu) as a subject. Also the 
Parapara, the awesome Whangaehu Gorge. 
Working with paint, brush and canvas is a 

total pleasure.”
The other artist represented is New 

Plymouth artist Anthea Stayt.
“I love the meditative solitude of build-

ing with clay, the energy of colour and the 
feel of a brush in my hand,” she states in 
her artist’s statement. 
unique forms

She creates unique sculptural forms by 
“allowing the communication between 
my hands and the clay to determine the 
outcome of each piece”. 

After a high bisque fire, the clay be-
comes he canvas, where she dares to be 
different.

“I want to have control over the finish so 
I choose to brush, blend and manipulate oil 
paint while creating spontaneous patterns 
of shape and movement on the surface. 

“This results in a harmonious balance of 
colour, contrast and depth with an almost 
luminescent quality.”

Anthea Stayt is an award-winning artist 
and has excelled in the creation of ceramic 
art, clay form sculptures and abstract oil 
painting.

Paintings feature local landscapes

The regular Tuesday evening roller skating at 
the Ruapehu Community Gymnasium at Ruapehu 
College is rolling into disco this month.

The first Roller Disco is planned for Saturday 11 
February, which will hopefully become a monthly 
event, says organiser Peter Blakeman.

He started Ruapehu Rollers at the gym two years 
ago, originally using the Rangataua Hall.

“We soon out grew it and moved to the Ruapehu 
College Community Gymnasium, where we still 
skate,” says Peter.

Numbers were very low originally with lots of 
people asking if there were skates to hire because 
nobody had their own skates. 

“But at that time I didn’t have any hire skates. 
“Soon I decided to try and find some ex-rental 

skates that I could pick up cheap and my search 
didn’t last long.  

“When I was training at The Rink in Wanganui 
one day, I asked if they ever sell their old rental 
skates. The answer was ‘No, we never have, we’ve 
always thrown them in the back room, ever since 
we opened in 1967, but we’ve just decided we 
want to use that back room, so we need to get rid 
of all those skates’.”

Soon he had a trailer full of very old unloved 
skates, mostly from the late 60s and early 70s.  

“Since then I’ve been restoring and rebuilding 

those skates and slowly adding newer skates to 
the rental collection, which now stands at 60 pairs 
of skates.”

He said once he had rental skates to offer, the 
number of people coming along on Tuesday nights 
increased, and as soon as some of the local kids got 
the skating bug, they spread it to all their friends 
and Tuesday night skating really took off.

He says he loved roller skating when he was a 
kid in the 70s and 80s but then had a 35 year break.  

“I got back into skating two and a half years ago 
when I found out there is a roller derby team in 
Whanganui – The West Coast Bombers. 

“Learning and playing roller derby is the most 
fun I’ve had in a long time, but travelling to Whan-
ganui from Raetihi cost a lot in petrol. So the idea 
was to be able to train locally, and hopefully enlist 
some locals to try out roller derby.”

He says he hasn’t recruited anyone to roller 
derby, but has introduced so many kids to roller 
skating and also reintroduced a few parents.  

Skating will continue every Tuesday night from 
5:30-7pm at the Ruapehu College Community 
Gymnasium, along with the first roller disco on 
Saturday 11 February. 

More info can be found on the Ruapehu Rollers 
Facebook page.

Rolling round the Ruapehu Community Gymnasium in 2022 are, from left: Molly Aitken, 
Grace Sherrit, Jessica Gamble, Paige Drinkwater, Brooklyn Hovelle and Lucinda 
Howard. Skating has been growing in popularity since Peter Blakeman brought in 
the activity for Tuesday nights “It’s grown from a handful of people a year ago, into 
dozens every week and continues to grow,” he says, adding that it will be available 
every week, all year round. Photo supplied.

Kate and Scott Cornwall admire some of the works from New Plymouth sculptor Anthea Stayt 
(pictured below).
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
ACROSS
1. Mount ____, part of Wellington’s Town 
Belt (8)
7. Faint (5)
8. South Island town which is a station in 
the NZ version of Monopoly (9)
9. Became seated (3)
10. Origin (4)
11. Pressing (6)
13. A type of kiwi (6,7)
15. Duckshooter’s shelter (3,3)
16. Implement for doing hair (4)
18. Geological age (3)
20. Prickly creatures now regarded as 
pests in NZ (9)
21. Understood (5)
22. The ponga is a variety of this (4,4)

DOWN
1. Atmosphere, aura (5)
2. Gather (7)
3. Greasy (4)
4. Cook Strait ferry (13)
5. “Sunday” meal (5)
6. Alternatively (7)
7. Red-skinned sausage (7)
12. Okay (7)
13. Set of clothes for newborn (7)
14. Duo (7)
15. Military walk (5)
17. Reserve considered Wellington’s 
home of cricket (5)
19. Unit of heredity (4)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Fair weather, 8. Cricket, 9. Pleat, 10. Dame, 11. E noho ra, 12. Dam, 13. 
Mako, 15. Iffy, 17. ACC, 19. Wattie’s, 20. Ogle, 23. Kauri, 24. Useless, 25. Danger 
money. 
Down: 1. Facade, 2. Idiom, 3/7. Waka Nathan, 4. Anthem, 5. Hypnotic, 6. Reel off, 12. 
Dominion, 14. Astound, 16. Awaken, 17. Astute, 18. Jersey, 21. Green, 22. Beam. 

THE       CROSSWORD

Community and Emergency services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
 Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support 

phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice
 Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com  or phone 06-385-

3253 and leave a message.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui)
 Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service
 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 

06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. 
Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty 
chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
 Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres
 Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
 06-385-9580
Plunket Society 
 Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-

6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross
 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune
 0210 434 161
Ruapehu REAP
 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens
 Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John
 In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre
  0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre
 Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library
 waimarinotoylibrary@hotmail.com
Women’s Refuge
 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384
Ruapehu Mayor
 Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board
 Board members: Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 

021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. Janelle Hinch (RDC 
rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha 

Rudkin 027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; 
Oriwia Wanakore 027-222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-
353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-

07657; Kay Henare 027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  
Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to 
keep it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you 
see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

satirical letters
• I wrote a satirical letter to the Bulletin last week, 

and received an equally satirical response from an 
understandably anonymous ‘Council spokesperson’ 
who describes the dozens of purple thistle flowers and 
hundreds of yellow dandelion-type flowers bordering 
the first three kilometres of the Mountain Road as 
“prime examples of native flora and fauna, an oasis”. 

These fast-spreading flora are not native and the 
most common fauna I have seen on the roadside – 
possums, stoats and wild cats – are also introduced 
species. 

An oasis has plentiful water and the council’s gravel 
ditches turned the once-verdant roadsides into water-
less xerophytic plant communities. 

Is the RDC really proud of what they did to this 
section of road? 

A half-hearted attempt was made to replant rimu and 
totara trees on the deforested road edges of the first 
three kilometres of the Mountain Road, but the RDC 
neglected the basics of horticulture: rich soil, nutrients, 
mulch, the shade of pioneer plants and irrigation. 
Consequently, very few of these plantings survived. 

In order to maintain this park’s world heritage status, 
could the RDC please make a real effort to eradicate 
those introduced roadside weeds and re-establish the 
native ferns, shrubs and mosses that once enchanted 
visitors there?

John Archer

Kakatahi 
school prizes 
2022

Following is a list of prize winners from our 2022 end 
of year prize giving. 

“While celebrating those who excel is important to us 
at Kākātahi, it is the acknowledgement and celebration of 
those who have made significant improvements to their 
learning achievements throughout the year that is at the 
heart of our school,” said principal Charlotte von Pein.
Prizes

Most improved in Athletics - Harlyn Simmonds. Most 
improved in Swimming – Cyrus Te Ture. Cross Country 
Champion – Cyrus Te Ture. Senior Pet Day Champion – 
Molly Booth. Junior Pet Day Champion – Honor Hamilton. 
Environment Award – Hailee Hopper, Freddy Booth. Team 
Spirit Award – Honor Hamilton. Senior Speech Champion 
– Molly Booth. Junior Speech Champion – Honor Hamil-
ton. Most Improved in Math – Quinn Hamilton. Most Im-
proved in Writing – Kehu Maraku, Quinn Hamilton. Most 
Improved in Reading – Hailee Hopper, Honor Hamilton. 
Excellence in Math – Molly Booth. Excellence in Read-
ing – Kehu Maraku. Excellence in Writing – Molly Booth.

going. Consultation with Tūwharetoa, specifically Ngāti 
Hikairo, is a requirement while Uenuku and Ngāti Haua 
will also be informed of the process.”

RNZ made numerous approaches to the hotel owners 
to try to get a clearer idea of what was going on, wanting 
to know why staff were saying the hotel was booked up 
until the end of 2023, why the hotel’s website was not ac-
cepting new bookings, the fate of future bookings along 
with what would happen to hotel staff.

A spokesperson for the building operators, another 
Kah subsidiary called Bayview International Hotels and 
Resorts, said in a statement that as part of its lease renewal, 
the hotel had proactively conducted site assessments and 
was awaiting final reports.

The company would be in touch early next week, it said.
RNZ understands the hotel needs further earthquake 

strengthening, which will cost more than what the com-
pany had initially budgeted for.

The hotel’s Pihanga Café is closed, as is the Tussock 
Tavern, across and down the road from the Chateau.

UK tourists Richard and Carol said they had just spent 
a delightful few days at the Chateau, which they said was 
very quiet inside.

They had booked their stay way back in 2020, before 
Covid hit.

“It was, I don’t know, 10 per cent full,” Richard said. 
“We thought it would be a lot fuller ’cause it’s mid-summer 
isn’t it.”

But other Tripadvisor reviews from recent guests are 
less than favourable.

“Prison quality food at outrageous prices! By far the 
worst food on our NZ trip, but they charged $69/head,” 
one post said.

“We were visiting from UK having booked dinner in 
the restaurant a couple of months in advance, expecting 
the wonderful service and food as described on the hotel 
website ... how wrong could we have been, the restaurant 
was almost empty,” said another.

“What’s good ... amazing location and views and access 
to the national park.

“What’s not so good: hotel looks old and in urgent need 
of renovation and modernisation. Meals are buffet only 
and they assume everyone wants full breakfast and full 
dinner - they don’t.”

Local business owners were worried about the future 
of the Chateau, which is integral to the tourism-based 
economy.

The negotiations come shortly after another of the dis-
trict’s major employers, Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, went into 
voluntary administration more than $40 million in debt.

Ruapehu District mayor Weston Kirton said he is not 
privy to the Chateau negotiations, but like the rest of the 
locals, he’s concerned.

“My understanding is that they’re going through a phase 
of development and we’d had some indication that it’s 
quite significant in terms of earthquake risks and the like. 
My understanding is that they have the budget for that and 
that they’ll be working towards some resolution,” he said.

“We have no knowledge as to the timing, and there’s no 
reference to any consents or anything at this stage, so we’re 
waiting with interest to see. What the group is actually 
doing, and I guess the community is waiting anxiously to 
see that there is some work going on there.”

George Taylor from DoC said Kah had been permitted 
to continue to occupy the land on a monthly basis despite 
the original lease having expired.

Honor Hamilton with her prizes as a junior student.

Letters

Chateau to close
From Page 5
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Watch  
Out  
Above
Give power 
lines at least 
4m of space

Stay switched on, stay safe around electricity. 
Got a question? Call us on 0800 367 546 or check 
thelinescompany.co.nz

keeping you connected

North Ruapehu weather event keeps 
civil defence & contractors busy

Chateau to close: 
to be handed back 
to DoC

Ruapehu Civil Defence and contractors 
have been kept busy over the Auckland 
Anniversary weekend, responding to issues 
caused by the massive wet weather event.

Ruapehu Civil Defence controller Clive 
Manley said that in addition to the usual 
flood prone areas there have been numer-
ous slips on the road network.

“The Ongarue and Ohura rivers both 
reached very high levels over Saturday 
and Sunday (28/29 January) but are now 
predicted to start dropping throughout 
(Monday),” he said.

“Ruapehu Civil Defence staff have been 
out around the District checking on com-
munities and infrastructure and will be 
keeping a close eye on the situation over 
the coming week with more bad weather 
forecast.”

They found local communities respond-
ing well to the situation and in good spirits.

Council staff and contractors are re-
sponding to the road outages, which will 
be cleared as soon as possible.

“We would urge people to stay home 
if they can but if they must travel to take 
extreme care on the roads and if travelling 
any distance to check with the Waka Kotahi 
NZTA website for road information before 
their journey.”

Mr Manley noted that while overall 
Ruapehu got off lightly compared to other 
districts including Waitomo just to our 
north where a state of emergency was de-
clared, another period of bad weather was 
forecast for later in the week.

“We would urge people to prepare for 
the next period of bad weather expected 
over the coming days as it will come on 
top of already saturated ground,” he said.

A summary of significant impacts: 
Opotiki Rd closed due to multiple slips; 
SH43 multiple issues – SH43 to Ohura was 
closed for a period due to multiple issues 
including a significant dropout. Contractors 
have widened the right-hand side of the 
road for traffic to get past.

Ohura River flooding and slips: Ohura 
River at Nihoniho reached levels where 
there was flooding between Matiere and 
Ohura; Ohura Road just out of Matiere 8am 
29 January – levels starting to drop; a slip 
on Ohura Road 11km out of Matiere; Farm-
ers initially had some concerns but were 
able to use 4x4 and ATVs to move stock.

RDC says people should call any road 
outages or other issues into Council on 07 
895 8188 or if there is a situation threat-
ening life or property to call emergency 
services on 111.

ABOVE: Ohura Road slip. Below: Ohura flooding. Photos supplied.

The Bulletin has been advised, as we go 
to print, the the Chateau is being handed 
back to the Department of Conservation. 

“It is with regret that I inform you of 
the Chateau Tongariro Hotel’s permanent 
closure from Sunday, 5 February 2023,” 
stated Kevin Peeris from Bayview Hotels. 

“The difficult decision to close the 
Chateau Tongariro Hotel is based on a 
number of important factors, but key to 
this is ensuring the safety of our valued 
guests and hotel staff.”

He said following consultation with 
the Department of Conservation (DoC) 
regarding renewal of the property’s 
30-year lease, and as part of plans for 
extensive renovations to the Chateau 
infrastructure, “we proactively engaged 
detailed site and seismic assessments 
that revealed underground shifts over 
time have caused aspects of the property 
infrastructure to no longer meet current 
seismic safety standards”.

“To ensure the safety of staff and guests 
the decision has been made to close the 
property.

“This decision has also been influenced 
by other factors including the significant 
cost of ensuring long term site safety from 
seismic risk, Ruapehu Alpine Lifts (RAL) 
falling into voluntary administration and 
related uncertainty over the future of 
the ski resort upon which the Chateau 
Tongariro Hotel depends, and uncertainty 
off the back of recent poor snow season 
conditions and pandemic restrictions.

“Arriving at this decision was extremely 
difficult for the property owners and 
management alike, particularly given the 
property is not only a flagship hotel, but 
also a New Zealand landmark.

We understand the significant impact 
this has on tourism operators and 
contracted group bookings. We will 
make every effort in managing existing 
bookings and transitioning from our 
property.”

By Matthew theunissen, RnZ
The future of the Grand Chateau Ton-

gariro is in limbo with the hotel not taking 
any new bookings for 2023 and 2024.

The hotel itself remains open, but vir-
tually empty, as mystery surrounds this 
week’s release of “site assessment” reports, 
some of which RNZ understands relate to 
earthquake strengthening and the build-
ing’s land lease.

So what’s going on and why are locals 
being kept in the dark?

The Chateau’s 30-year lease expired 
in April 2020, and the building owner, 
Kah New Zealand – a subsidiary of the 
Singapore-based Kah Motor – has been in 
negotiations with the Crown to determine 
its future.

The Department of Conservation’s dis-
trict operations manager George Taylor has 
been party to the talks and will be there 
when stakeholders meet again next week.

“DoC has offered a new long-term lease 
to Kah and negotiations around it are on-

Turn to Page 4

The Chateau under construction 1929. Photo: Ian Matheson City 
Archives .
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

Goats run 

Ruapehu, 

Kids too
The 19th annual Goat trail run had an addition to the 

day on Saturday with 91 children taking part in The Kid 

– a 3.2km run around the Mangawhero Forest Loop at the 

bottom of the Ohakune Mountain Road.

“We wanted to create more of a connection to the com-

munity and it achieved that,” says Goat organiser Jason 

Cameron.
One of the ideas behind The Kid was to create a more 

inclusive event, with mums and dads running The Goat 

in the morning, then their children able to do their event 

in the afternoon.

The Kid was open to runners aged 5-16, with the five 

and six year olds running with a parent.

It was presented by the Ohakune Events Charitable 

Trust, with Ohakune Primary School providing lots of 

marshals to help the kids get around the course.

Each runner received a finisher medal, a special event 

gift and a treat.

The Goat saw 720 paid-up entrants, which was short of 

the 750 allowed under their concession.

But only 603 people started, which was a surprise, says 

Jason Cameron.

He said there would be any number of reasons as to 

why people pulled out.

They accepted withdrawals from people who were sick 

or injured.
Of those who set off, 597 people finished, with two 

people helicoptered off the course – one with a suspected 

broken shoulder and the other with severe cramps.

The event saw one of the toughest fields line up, says Ja-

son Cameron, with several past champions at the start line.

Matt Ogden, who finished first, was also the winner 

in 2016. Turn to Page 12

Matthew Ogden heads up to the Ohakune Mountain Road and on to Turoa on Saturday, to take out his second win of the 

trail run from Whakapapa to Turoa. Photo: Photos4sale.co.nz. Inset: the first kids take on The Kid. Photo: Janie McNie.
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More 
Parapara 

works 

start
Urgent enabling works at the State Highway 4 Te 

Oreore slip site will get underway in the New Year to 

ensure the safety and resilience of the route for those 

travelling between Raetihi and Whanganui, reports Waka 

Kotahi NZ Transport Agency.

In October 2019, a major slip on SH4 about 18km 

south of Raetihi destroyed a large section of the road, 

forcing an initial full closure, followed by construction 

of a temporary road through the middle of the slip area. 

Dewatering works began in 2020 to stabilise the landslip 

and undertake critical testing.

Horizons Regional Council has granted Waka Kotahi 

NZ Transport Agency resource consent to construct three 

retaining walls north of the main slip area and the drilling 

and construction of two new dewatering wells.

Waka Kotahi project sponsor Wayne Oldfield says the 

need for the works became evident following the heavy 

rain last winter, which caused some ground movement 

at the slip site.

“There was movement in a number of locations at 

the site and the temporary road was reduced to one 

lane to prevent heavy loading on the outside edge of 

the lane. We now need to undertake works to prevent 

further movement and safeguard the area so we can keep 

moving forward with the slip replacement project,” Mr 

Oldfield says.

SH4 provides an important link between Whanganui 

and the Central North Island. It is also the backup link 

Turn to Page 2

Carrott 

rocket 

launch 

oh so 
close

Commencing countdown, engines on 

… it’s close to launch time at the Ohakune 

Carrot Adventure Park, with the latest fea-

ture, a 5.3 metre ‘Carrott Rocket’ now in 

place and nearly ready for lift-off.

Before it is ‘launched’, some safety land-

scaping needs completing and the rocket’s 

audio system still needs to be tweaked but 

it would be fully functional by the end of 

January, says Park trustee Peggy Frew.

“When kids sit in it and press the button, 

there will be sirens and an automated mes-

sage saying ‘5,4,3,2,1, blast-off′.

A team of volunteers installed the rocket 

on Monday last week, including Nick 

Robb, Peter Frew, Dave Hammond, Gus 

Wilson, Matthew Frew, Stu Ridley, Steve 

Gray and others.

The rocket has been built by Piopio boat 

bulder Max Laver. He and Tony Williams 

used multi-board, foam, marine plywood, 

and fibreglass, taking five months to 

complete.
Ex-Ohakune resident Murray Swan de-

signed the rocket, with electronics, and the 

aircraft engineer had planned to build it in 

metal, but this proved to be too expensive.

Turn to Page 3
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The new Ohakune ‘Carrott Rocket’ is placed on its launch pad.
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Here’s to an Altogether Better 

holiday season.

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 4625 

06 385 0170

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Wrapping up the year with 

something to cheer about

READY FOR THE

ALTOGETHER

HOLIDAYS
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• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Vamos 

Argentina!

David & Gary are 

Ruapehu’s top 

2022 citizens
David Wiari of Raetihi and Gary Jacobs of Taumarunui 

are Ruapehu’s 2022 Citizen of the Year Award recipients.

The Citizen of the Year Award comprises the Northern 

Ruapehu Citizen Award which is presented to a resident 

of the National Park, Taumarunui and Ohura Ward area 

while the Waimarino-Waiouru Award covers the southern 

half of the district.

Mr Wiari was awarded the Waimarino-Waiouru Citizen 

Award for his social and spiritual leadership within his 

community and for his marae, hapu and iwi.

For over 35 years, he has been dedicated to the kaupapa 

of Iwi Mau-rakau in support of his community. This has 

included being on-call to respond to issues and delivery of 

the Man Up programme, helping men overcome dysfunc-

tion in their lives and putting them on a path to becoming 

positive role models in their own right.

He said that he was very humbled by the Award adding 

that he didn’t expect any recognition like this for what 

he does. 
“I do it because of my love of the people,” he said.

Mr Jacobs was awarded the Northern Ruapehu Citizen 

Award for his many years of service to the Taumarunui 

community being described as an “unsung hero” in his 

nomination. He is currently the Depu-

ty Chief of the Taumarunui 

Fire Brigade where he has 

served for over 30 years 

and is much respected for 

his commitment to his crew 

and their welfare.

In addition to his volun-

teer Fire Brigade work he 

regularly donates his time 

and skills to helping out 

with a wide range of other 

community projects.

This has included mul-

tiple projects for local 

schools, helping beautify 

Manson Garden, Night 

Owl patrols keeping the 

community safe and spon-

sorship of the High School 

football team.

In accepting his award, 

he said that “anything I 

do for my community is a 

David Wiari of Raetihi and Gary Jacobs of Taumarunui are Ruapehu’s 2022 

Citizen of Year Award recipients for their significant, voluntary community 

work over many years.

Let’s go Argentina! (vamos Argentina) – A family from Argentina 

couldn’t have been much further away from their Football World Cup 

winning team on Monday morning, but they still celebrated the win. 

From left, Daniel Iglesias, Benjamin Portillo Iglesias, Ivana Iglesias, 

Mauro Iglesias, Antonella Cirulli, Guilermo Capuano and Claudia 

Marquez. See inside for details.

Turn to Page 2
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Gardeners don gummies to ramble 

Readers could be forgiven for thinking that the week-

end’s deluge would have rained on the parade of garden 

ramblers taking part in the Waimarino Garden Ramble 

on Saturday.
But three quarters of those who had bought tickets 

instead donned their gumboots, unfurled their brollies 

and enjoyed wandering around eleven diverse gardens 

in the area.
“What’s a little bit of rain between gardeners?” said 

Amy Lee, from the Ohakune Primary School PTA, who 

was one of the organisers of the event.

The event was held to raise funds for the school PTA 

and for the St John Waimarino health shuttle. With around 

180 tickets sold, along with numerous stalls selling plants 

and food around the event, they raised around $3000 for 

each entity.
Most of the ramblers were local, along with around 20 

Whanganui Garden Club members who made the damp 

trek up the Parapara to the event.

The gardens ranged from the tiny chalet garden of Wal-

ter Jenks, across the road from the primary school, to the 

60-acre native garden of Michele O’Sullivan and Ralph 

Berry on Lakes Road.

Some of the gardens have been included in past 

Waimarino garden rambles, with some newly opened to 

the public.
Amy Lee said they have had numerous positive com-

ments about the day.

“We also had a fabulous day, special thank you to all 

the gardeners for opening your home garden for us all to 

get inspired and ideas for our own gardens. Thank you to 

the organizers and marshalls as well,” said one.

“The marshalls sometimes had a pretty rough time, but 

all we met were lovely and helpful. And thanks to all the 

owners of the gardens, thanks for the access to your gor-

geous gardens, views, properties – looking forward to next 

year but hoping for better weather to see the full views.”

The gardens were:

Merrilyn George’s Miro Street property – “a pretty and 

colourful small garden”.

The Catholic Church garden in Arawa Street – “a riot 

of colour in the summer months”.
Turn to Page 2

Bronwyn Aitken and Shirlee Barrow didn’t let a deluge rain on their garden parade on Saturday. They are pictured admiring 

Marlene Smith’s Ohakune garden.
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 45D Goldfinch Street

270sqm 1 1 1

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty

(unless sold prior)

4pm, Fri 24 Feb 2023

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Charming and quirky A-

Frame

This unique low maintenance A-Frame offers you the

opportunity to live in a home away from home with

plenty of time to explore the Central Plateau and all it

has to offer.

Quirky, charming, and cute, this one bedroom plus

mezzanine chalet with amazing mountain views, has

recently been double glazed and comes complete

with a deck and an outdoor bath. A good-sized

carport makes this the ideal lock-up and leave holiday

spot.

bayleys.co.nz/2900575

Looking back on 2022, news last year 
covered a wide range of topics from 

January 2022
Mobile Covid-19 units cop 
anti-vaccination flak

An iwi collective’s mobile Covid-19 
clinics had to deal with negative reactions 
from anti-vaxers but it says those who de-
cide not to be vaccinated still need support.

The Ranga Tupua iwi collective was 
funded by the Government to deliver the 
vaccine to hard-to-reach communities 
in the least-vaccinated areas of Whan-
ganui, South Taranaki, Rangitīkei and the 
Waimarino. Its four rapid response mobile 
clinics were funded until mid-March in the 
15-week rollout.
iwi puts safety monitors 
on Whanganui River upper 
reaches

Whanganui River iwi concerned about 
the risk of collision between canoeists and 
jetboaters put a team of monitors on the 
water to ensure the safety of river users.

Upper Whanganui River iwi Ngāti Hāua 
said there has been at least one complaint 
raised with Maritime New Zealand by ca-
noeists over incidents involving jet boats, 
and further complaints are expected.
Pressure going on runaway 
Central North island pines

Nearly half a million dollars went into 
removing wilding pines from Central 
North Island conservation areas that were 
previously being over-run by the pest trees.

The Department of Conservation tar-
geted wilding pines for many decades 
alongside Horizons Regional Council and 
volunteer groups, including the Wanganui 
and Hutt Valley Tramping clubs.
Tramping on wheels a growing 
Ruapehu attraction

Ruapehu has two of the best cycle trails 
in New Zealand’s Great Rides network, 
said Lynley Twyman, ‘trail champion’ for 
both the Mountains to Sea Ngā Ara Tūhono 
Cycleway and The Timber Trail. She was 
introduced to the Ruapehu District Council 
at their December 2021 meeting, where she 
briefed councillors on the performance of 
the trails to date.
longboarders ride the 
ohakune Mountain Road

Riding down the Ohakune Mountain 
Road at speeds of around 100km/h on 
skateboards was a “calming” thing to do, 
according to a group of longboard riders 
who took on the challenge in December 
2021.

Zain Solanki and friends filmed each 
other on the road, although as well as 
“calming”, he said the grit-covered road 
was one of the scariest downhill rides 
he’s done.
iwi group chipping away at 
critical first vaccinations

Māori health providers are reporting low 
daily numbers of critical first vaccinations 
as they work to boost protection for Māori 
against Covid-19.

Iwi collective Te Ranga Tupua had 
four mobile teams working to lift Māori 
vaccination rates in Whanganui, South 
Taranaki, Rangitīkei and the Waimarino. 
It says the teams are chipping away slowly 
but steadily at high numbers of unvac-
cinated Māori.
Rural Ruapehu ‘least vacci-
nated places’

An iwi collective said it will need to 
change tack in the second half of its 15-
week rapid response rollout to lift Māori 
vaccination numbers.

The Ranga Tupua iwi collective had 
been sending four mobile clinics into the 
least vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South 
Taranaki, Rangitīkei and the Waimarino 
since early December.
Kings Theatre comes down

The front façade of the old Kings Theatre 
in Ohakune came down in January 2022, 
leaving just the huge brick wall on the 
southern side of the building remaining.

The site was clear and ready for building 

to start on the new combined brewery, café 
and picture theatre.

The sight has saddened a number of 
people, with many commenting on a local 
history social media page.

However, the previous owner of the 
theatre said the building was not safe and 
he accepted the need for it to come down.
Covid sees events cancelled

The Waimarino A&P Show and the 
Waimarino Rodeo were both cancelled in 
February-March 2022, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Ruapehu Alpine Lifts also cancelled 
their usual marketing roadshow due to the 
pandemic.

The Ring of Fire and Tussock Traverse 
trail run events were also cancelled, along 
with the Raetihi Gutbuster cycle, walk and 
run event.

February 2022
Marae upgrade project nears 
end

A $16 million marae renovation pro-
gramme was drawing to a close in Febru-
ary, with a third of marae in the west of the 
North Island including the Waimarino, the 
top of the South Island and the Chatham 
Islands benefiting from major upgrades.

Funded by the Provincial Growth Fund, 
the mass renovation project was a regional 
job creation scheme that enabled 64 marae 
in the Tai Hauāuru region to carry out 
capital works.
Vaccinations held back

Māori health providers were holding 
back on Covid-19 vaccinations for children 
in the face of growing anti-vaxxer protest 
in the wider Whanganui region.

That is despite the area recording the 
second-lowest rate in the country of vac-
cinations for children aged 5 to 11 years.
Changes at the council table 
guaranteed

As the Local Government Commission 
mulled over the shape of the 2022 local 
body elections in Ruapehu, it looked like 
turning into one of the most intriguing 
elections in a long time.

Mayor Don Cameron told the repre-
sentation hearings that he would not be 
standing again this year, opening up the 
mayoral race.
DhB area hits 90% vaxxed

The Whanganui District Health Board 
area, which includes the southern Ruapehu, 
achieved 90% for second Covid-19 vac-
cinations in February 2022.

“The Whanganui DHB is really pleased 
and excited to have hit the 90% milestone, 
and would like to extend a huge thank you 
to the Whanganui community for getting 
in and getting their vaccinations done and 
a huge thank you to all the staff involved 
from the DHB, Te Ranga Tupua, primary 
care and pharmacies, they have all worked 
extremely hard to get us here,” said Louise 
Allsopp, Covid vaccination executive lead.
ohakune units on target for 
August finish

Construction of Ruapehu District Coun-
cil’s six new social housing units in Moore 
St Ohakune was proceeding well with the 
project on target for completion in August.

The $2.1m project was funded through 
the Government’s Covid-19 response infra-
structure fund in partnership with Ruapehu 
District Council.
Te Ara Mangawhero update

There was still no date available for 
physical work to start on the proposed Te 
Ara Mangawhero shared trails, from Tūroa 
to Ohakune and across to Horopito, with 
work consents still being sought, the Bul-
letin was advised in February.

“The Te Ara Mangawhero Cycle Trail 
Project will provide definitive starting 
points of the trail for a rideable route from 
the mountain road across to Horopito and 
down to Ohakune. When completed the 
Project will provide a greater sense of 
the epic journey from Mountain to Sea,” 
states Ohakune Incorporated in their lat-
est update.

News review 2022

Turn to Page 8

Ohakune’s Kings Theatre, demolished in 2022.

Covid 19 and vaccinations were in the news a lot in 2022.
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lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Auto service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Retail & homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

Experts
Digger hire

Ph 021 116 2853

New 2 ton digger for hire
cab and radio
150mm 230mm 450mm & 600mm auger tilt standard
400mm rock 210mm & 280mm spade buckets
Can deliver
Servicing Central North Island

230 + GST full day | 150 + GST half day | 1000 + GST a week
100 + GST per hour with operator

Contact Steve for bookings and info 07 895 7462

1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough water from storage tanks before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fi ll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.
5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier 

than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off? 
Transpower the owner and operator of the National Grid and Powerco who connect homes and businesses in this 
region are undertaking regular scheduled maintenance at the Mataroa Substation and work on its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.  
Transpower would like to advise residents in the Taihape, 
Waiouru and surrounding areas that a power outage 
is required on:

Sunday 19 February 2023 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse weather. 
Our alternative outage date is Sunday 19 March 2023.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there is 
never an ideal time for consumers to be without electricity 
and apologise for any inconvenience this power outage may 
cause. We have worked to fi nd a time with Powerco that is 
least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact communications@
transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer 
with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR 
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2023, 9:00am–4:00pm

TPRB2511223

PLEASE NOTE  –  DATE CHANGE FROM TH AT PREV I O USLY  ADV ERTI SED 

In case of adverse weather affecting 
the day, the alternative outage date is 
Sunday 19 March 2023.1

54

Tokaanu

3

Waipawa

Marton

Whanganui

Brunswick

Mataroa

Ohakune Tangiwai

Rangipo
National Park

Taumarunui

Ongarue

Ohaaki

Nga Awa Purua

Aratiatia

Poihipi

Te Mihi

Maraetai

Waipapa

1

1

1

2

49

32

41

47

5

Taupō

38

5

30

4

4

Lake Taupo

Pureora 
Forest Park

Tongariro 
National Park

Kaimanawa 
Forest Park

Ruahine 
Forest Park

Mangaweka

Taihape

Waiouru

Ohakune

Tūrangi

Feilding

Whanganui

Palmerston 
North

Raetihi

Inglewood

Stratford

New Plymouth

Hāwera

43

3

3A

3

Waverley

Whanganui 
National Park

Ōpunake

Junction Road

Huirangi

Motunui

Carrington Street

Egmont 
National Park

3

Blenheim

Stoke

Kikiwa Argyle

West Wind

Kaiwharawhara

Wilton

Takapu Road

Central Park

Melling

Gracefi eld

Greytown

Pauatahanui
Upper Hutt

Haywards

Masterton

Paraparaumu

Mangahao

Mangamaire

1

Tararua 
Forest Park

Kaweka 
Forest Park

1

6

6
63

Cheltenham

1

Oteranga 
Bay

Fighting Bay

Wairakei

Ohakuri
Atiamuri

Whakamaru

Bunnythorpe

Moawhango

Rangiwaea

Utiku

Pukeokahu

Ngamatea

Woodville

Linton

Dannevirke

Tararua 
Wind Central

PLEASE NOTE:
These are illustrative areas only.
You will be notifi ed by your retailer if your 
power is affected.

Electricity 
outage area

WorX work the Tararua

Mangapurua closed again

The Waimarino’s track development and management team, Ruapehu WorX are currently 
undertaking some maintenance in the Tararua ranges, south of Shannon. The team transported 
equipment down to Burn Hutt on Thursday, leaving at 5.30am, arriving at Mangahao Lower No 
2 Dam and hiking in to Burn Hutt. The Burn Hutt Team have since been clearing and marking 
the Burn Hutt Loop from Point 833, along College Creek to Baber Forks and out to Mangahao 
Upper No 1. Photo supplied.

After opening only last week, the 
Mangapurua Track was closed again 
on Saturday.

The track was to be reopened on 
Saturday 21 January after months of 

repairs to sections of track damaged 
by multiple slips.

“After monitoring the rain gauge 
on the trig, consulting with river 
operators and DOC, we have made 

the call to close the Mangapurua for 
a period of 48 hours or until there is 
an inspection of the track for safety,” 
said Lynley Twyman, trail champion, 
Mountains to Sea - Ngā Ara Tūhono.

Note: 12 months later, the physi-
cal work has still not started.
Turoa for sale? RAl 
considers options for ski 
area future.

A planned $40 million rede-
velopment plan for Tūroa was on 
hold, shareholders were advised in 
February. An option that was being 
considered for Ruapehu Alpine 
Lifts is to sell off the ski area. The 
announcement followed a Ruapehu 
Alpine Lifts board meeting on 10-
11 February where they reviewed 
the company’s future strategy.

Note: RAL has been placed in 
voluntary administration, with a 
new company, or buyer, is still 
being sought.
Final wall of resistance: 
Maori vax rollout stalls

A Māori health analyst said in 
February that Māori uptake of first 
and second vaccinations had stalled 
as Covid-19 vaccination teams 
meet “a final wall of resistance”.

Independent researcher and ana-
lyst Dr Rāwiri Taonui said Māori 
and community health providers 
had narrowed the gap between na-
tional and Māori vaccinations from 
25 percent five months ago to 9 
percent for those aged 12 and over.
Ruapehu joins in 3-Wa-
ters revolt

Ruapehu District Councillors 
voted to support a campaign op-
posing the Government’s Three 
Waters plan.

They agreed to back a declara-
tion by the Communities 4 Local 
Democracy group after a heated 
and impassioned debate at a council 
meeting in Taumarunui.
Parapara closed this 
week

State Highway Four – the 
Parapara Highway – was closed 
from 6am to 6pm in the week of 
2 March 2022, to allow for tree 
felling at the Auraki Stream Road 
Retreat works.

Waka Kotahi New Zealand 
Transport Agency regional man-
ager maintenance and operations, 
Jaclyn Hankin, said SH4 between 
Whanganui and Raetihi will be 
closed between 6am and 6pm each 
day during this period to enable the 
works to be carried out safely.
Duck under, safer pass

Cyclists and pedestrians got a 
safer way to cross Ohakune-Raetihi 
Road by the swimming baths, after 
‘Duck Underpass’ was signed off in 
March 2022.

Visibility towards Clyde Street 
for people crossing from the south 
side of the road was poor, due to 
the road bridge side rails, leading 
to the idea to create the underpass.
630,000 trees for 290km 
Whanganui River recov-
ery project

Whanganui iwi launched an am-
bitious plan to fence the length of 
the Whanganui River and to plant 
more than 630,000 plants along 
its banks.

The Conservation Minister Kiri-
tapu Allan announced in March 
a fund of $7.86m for restoration 
work along the river banks, through 
the Government’s Jobs for Nature 
programme.

News 
review 
2022
From Page 7

Turn to Page 12
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upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Building supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANui
CARPET & uPholsTERy ClEANiNG

24 houR FlooD CAllouT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDAlE hiRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Ph 021 0263 4206

52 Seddon St, Raetihi
admin@matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying
For all your Plumbing,

Gasfitting & Drainlaying needs

Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Experts

Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $34.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES

PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

buSInESS 
nOTICES

FiREWooD loGs for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
021 055 4794 for prices.

FiREWooD ThE 
WooDshED. Shed 
dried. Order now. Contact 
Ian 06-385-4523 or 
027-444-3441.
TANK sPECiAlisTs, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

GARAGE DooRs, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

RAilWAy MusEuM & 
oP shoP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m past 
Railway Station. Sponsored 
by The Ski Shed.

hey kids – need extra 
pocket money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliveres in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06 385 8532.

We endeavour to 
deliver a Bulletin 
to your letterbox 
every Wednesday 

– but if you are 
not receiving one, 

please let us know.

Email:
ads@ruapehubulletin.

co.nz
or call 06 385 8532

www.ohakune.info

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE

Need 
advice? 

Contact the CAB on phone 
07 878 7636 or email: tekuiti@cab.org.nz

PuBliC NoTiCEs
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Sara Jane Heke-I-Terangi Nikora has made an application 
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the issue of an On Licence in respect of the 
premises situated at 2 Tyne Street, Ohakune known as 
Frank’s Eatery & Bar.  The general nature of the business 
to be conducted under the licence is that of a Restaurant.  
The days on which and the hours during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold under the licence are: Monday – 
Sunday 8.00am – 10.00pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the second publication of this notice. This notice 
was first published on 25 January 2023.

RuAPEhu lAW
Mark McGhie has an office at

Raetihi Chambers
Seddon Street

Fridays  9am – 1pm

Phone for appointment 021 2444 291

Military Exercise
The public are advised that members of the 
NZ Defence Force will be conducting an 
exercise in the Rangataua Forest over the 
period 15-18 February 2023 .

The public are asked to keep clear of any 
Defence Force personnel in the area over 
this period.

For any inquiries call 09 296 6800 during 
normal working hours.

Advisory Notice

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

SITUATIONS VACANT
 
We have a number of exciting opportunities available.
If you are looking for a change, have the right attitude 
and skills we would love to hear from you.

Experienced Administrators
Visitor Consultant – Taumarunui & Ohakune i-Site

Manager – Project Management Office
Senior Management Accountant

Management Accountant – Fixed Term
Finance Officer

For more information refer to our website:
www.ruapehudc.govt.nz

Or email: work@ruapehudc.govt.nz

FINANCE OFFICER
It’s a new year and a new opportunity awaits you within 
our Finance, Strategy & Governance team.  This is a 
full time position based in the Taumarunui office.
If you have previous experience within the accounts 
receivable, bank reconciliation and other administrative 
work then we want to hear from you.  Attention to detail, 
the ability to navigate your time effectively and meet 
deadlines is a core requirement of the role.  
You will be joining an experienced collegial team who 
are great to work with and are passionate about the 
contribution they make.

For more information refer to our website:
www.ruapehudc.govt.nz

Or email: work@ruapehudc.govt.nz

ohakune Junction Market
4 February  10am – 1pm
First Saturday of the month during
summer. In the carpark behind
Railway Museum, 62a Thames St,
Ohakune Junction.

For stall enquiries please phone Chris 021 059 5185.

 LIVESTOCK WANTED
30 Surplus 22 born FRSN/FRSNX

HEIFERS

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
28KG Crypto or Ram LAMBS

33kg Male LAMBS
380-400kg HEIFERS

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

Club Day and 
Muster for 2023

Saturday 11 February 2023
3:00pm

Rochfort Park, Ohakune

2023 is here and we want everyone keen to 
play this season to come along to the club 
day and muster.

Sponsors, players - past & present bring the 
whānau for a kai and a catch up.

Looking forward to seeing you all.

PubLIC nOTICES
Bennett’s Tank 

Cleaning services
Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 

Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

lE NoEl PAuliNE 
EDNA:
Peacefully on 29 January 
2023 at Broadview 
Resthome Whanganui. 
Wife of the late Noel, 
mother of Kevin (recently 
deceased), and Trevor 
(Brisbane). Loved 
grandmother to Cherylee, 
and Chase and great 
grandmother. A funeral 
service for Pauline will 
be held in the Raetihi 
Community Centre on 
Tuesday 7th February 
2023 at 1pm followed by 
interment in the Raetihi 
Cemetery
Bennetts Taihape Funeral 
Services - 06 3880452

DEATH
nOTICE

seasonal Market 
Garden staff

Full-time seasonal work starting the end of 
February until October 2023.

Involves:
• Cutting swedes and beetroot.
• Pack-house work including, vegetable 

grading and prepacking.
• General housekeeping to keep the pack 

house clean and tidy.
• 5-6days a week depending on product 

demand. 7.45am – 5:30pm.
• Starting rate $21.50 per hour plus 8% 

holiday pay.

What you need:
• Own transport to get yourself to work.
• Gumboots and enough food to sustain 

yourself for a full days work.
• IRD number and eligible to work in NZ.

We Supply:
• Wet weather gear and gloves.

CV’s and interest to Amy at
accounts@motts.co.nz or 021 301 884
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Ruapehu Snow Bulletin July 2022 • 1

Waterfalls abound around Ruapehu and make for pleasing destination hikes. See Visit Ruapehu’s website for details.

It’s out now!

Pick up your copy from outlets all around town and the 
Ruapehu region. Let us know if you want copies for your 

business counter – call 06-385-8532 
or email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Raetihi landmark to be restored.
Raetihi’s Whare Whakamoemiti restoration 

project reached a momentous milestone with the 
finalisation of building consent documents.

Led by Āpotoro rēhita koro Robbie Williams, 
over the last five years te Pariha o Raetihi (the 
parish) had been working with Auckland archi-
tects Christina van Bohemen and Aaron Sills, 
heritage architect Graeme Burgess and structural 
engineers to ensure the temepara will stand for 
another century.

omicron Covid arrives in Waimarino
Covid-19 in the Omicron outbreak of the time 

officially arrived in the Waimarino in March, with 
five cases reported on the Thursday in the southern 
Ruapehu District.

They were among 79 new Covid-19 cases con-
firmed in the Whanganui district/rohe.
Kaimanawa horses need more 
homes

Homes for around 160 extra Kaimanawa horses 
were needed after last year’s muster, said one of the 
trusts that works to find homes for the wild horses.

“With the cancellation of the 2020 muster due 
to Covid and only 60% of rehoming target being 
met in 2021, we anticipate the 2022 muster will see 
around 160 horses needing homes in 2022,” stated 
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses on their website.

Cameron warned against 3-Waters 
move

Ruapehu District Council joined 30 councils in 
the Three Waters revolt, despite a mayoral warning 
the move would gain nothing.

The then-mayor Don Cameron said parties were 
addressing “exactly the same points” as those 
raised by the breakaway councils.

“We’re one of the councils that has signalled to 
the government that we cannot afford to carry on 
[with Three Waters services] unless we get govern-
ment money. We all need millions. If we don’t get 
funding, we’re stuffed.”
TKoW Treaty settlement a step 
closer

The three tribes of Uenuku, Tamahaki and Ta-
makana were another step closer to initialling a 
Deed of Settlement as they continue the long jour-
ney of finalising their Te Korowai o Wainuiārua 
(TKoW) Treaty of Waitangi claim.

Following a number of Covid enforced delays 
and the resolution of overlapping claims with 
others, the latest offer from the Crown had across 
the board increases in all areas of the proposed 
Settlement package.
Fund announced to help combat the 
housing crisis includes Waimarino

Whanganui Community Foundation Chair, Dr 
Mike Paki, announced the creation of a new Spe-
cial Purposes Housing fund to assist organisations 
which help to provide suitable, safe and healthy 
housing for people in the WCF rohe.

In the first year, $400,000 was to be available 
to fund housing-related projects that will aid those 
most in need due to remoteness, deprivation, lack 
of infrastructure, or are underserved by other 
providers. 
uenuku wins $1.92m for inland 
island eco-sanctuary

A new 2700ha “inland island” sanctuary for 
native plants and animals on the North Island 
Central Plateau was a step closer in March, with 

support from the Government’s Mahi mō te Taiao/
Jobs for Nature programme, Conservation Minister 
Kiri Allan said.

“The Pōkākā Eco-sanctuary is an ambitious 
project designed by Uenuku iwi as a way of gener-
ating sustained employment and revenue, while at 
the same time restoring a large tract of land, which 
includes the Erua Wetlands on the western side of 
the Tongariro National Park.

Jobs for Nature was providing $1.92m over 
three years to help progress Uenuku’s vision for 
revitalisation of their kaitiakitanga.
New initiatives aimed to reignite 
destination management plan

Visit Ruapehu along with support from Waihuia 
Ventures Ltd were working on new initiatives to 
reimagine a Destination Management Plan for 
Ruapehu.

Designed to identify a collective vision for the 
region with a range of positive outcomes for the 
community, VR general manager Jo Kennedy said 
a destination management plan is a strategy that 
combines businesses, community, and iwi to make 
tourism activity safe, enjoyable, and sustainable 
without compromising our environment.
ohakune pools plan gets the tick

A proposal to add “commercial style spas” and 
a café to the Ohakune Swimming Baths was given 
approval in principle by the Waimarino Waiouru 
Community Board.

John Latimer, from Community Leisure Man-
agement Ltd, (CLM), presented the proposal to the 
Board at their March meeting, after he was intro-
duced by Dave Scott from Ohakune Incorporated, 
who are backing the project.
historic photos on Raetihi walkway

A series of historic photos were put up along a 
wall on the Makotuku Track in Raetihi.

The pictures were installed using a series of 
corten steel frames, thanks to funds from a Creative 
Communities grant. The photos were to be updated 
on a 3-6 monthly basis, depending on funding.
staffing issues hit Taumarunui visi-
tor centre

A perfect storm of staff shortages, recruitment 
difficulties and sickness all combined to put pres-
sure on iSite service offerings and forcing the 
closure of the Taumarunui iSite over the two weeks 
in March 2022.

Executive manager community and economic 
development Pauline Welch said that despite their 
best efforts RDC were forced to close the Tauma-
runui iSite due to not having enough staff to keep 
all three visitor centres in Taumarunui, Ohakune 
and Whakapapa open.
Power firm says no to Raetihi EV 
charger

While there were already two public electric 
vehicle fast charging stations in Ohakune, two 
more will be installed in the town and not Raetihi, 
which has none.

The Waimarino Waiouru Community Board had 
been asked to consider possible locations for the 
new chargers, after Meridian Energy offered the 
Ruapehu District Council two chargers for destina-
tion spots, “where a high volume of people stop 
for at least 45 minutes”.
historic site work a boost for 
tribe’s land link

Historic sites in and around Tongariro National 

Park were to be restored by Ngāti Tūwharetoa hapū 
as part of a new Jobs for Nature project.

The sites included the Opōtaka pā site on the 
banks of Rotoaira and Te Pōrere Redoubt, both 
culturally and historically significant to the 
Tūwharetoa hapū Ngāti Hikairo and listed by 
Culture and Heritage NZ.

Opōtaka is the kāinga and pā overlooking 
Motuopuhi at Rotoaira, where Hikairo chief Te 
Wharerangi sheltered the Ngāti Toa warrior and 
chief Te Rauparaha from a war party and where Te 
Rauparaha famously composed the haka Ka Mate.
Jess on top of the World

Ohakune skier Jess Hotter was top of the world 
in extreme skiing, having lifted the Freeride World 
Tour trophy after topping the points table in March.

Her success in the 15th edition of the Tour is 
despite crashing at the final event on the “steep, 
gnarly slopes of the Bec Des Rosses venue” at Ver-
bier in Switzerland. Several other riders crashed 
on the extreme course, which featured numerous 
cliff drops and variable snow conditions including 
hard-pack, soft crust and deep snow.

ski area works ahead of schedule 
for 2022

Maintenance on the ski lifts at Whakapapa and 
Tūroa was ahead of schedule, reports Ruapehu 
Alpine Lifts. In an update, the company said the 
“first snowflake fell on Happy Valley, a whole 
month ahead of previous years”.

Tree blocks Pihanga road
A tree fell onto a vehicle on the Pihanga Saddle 

road, State Highway 47, near the Lake Rotopou-
namu Track in March, injuring a 70-year-old 
passenger in the vehicle. The Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter flew the man to Rotorua Hospital for 
further treatment.

Ruapehu Bulletin news review 2022
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More homes were being sought for 
horses after the Kaimanawa muster.

Aiden Gilbert speaks about the TKoW 
Treaty settlement.

Raetihi’s Whare Whakamoemiti is to be 
restored.

Jess Hotter, winning world freeride skier.

Chairlift maintenance was ahead of 
schedule in March 2022.


