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Bros grow mos for hopeSober 
snow 
meeting 
for tourism 
operators

Time is fast running out for the Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 
administrators to avoid having to liquidate the company, a 
group of Ruapehu tourism operators were told at a meeting 
at Kings in Ohakune on Thursday.

The voluntary administrators are now “back to the draw-
ing board” for ways to proceed, the operators were told.

A ‘watershed meeting’ with creditors is to be held next 
week, 16 December, for them to make a decision on what 
they want to happen from then.

Asked why the meeting had been brought forward from 
the date in May that had been publicised earlier, Adminis-
trator John Fisk said they still have that extension to May. 

“But there’s no point in having a watershed meeting in 
May if we run out of money in December. 

“That’s why we are looking for some bridging finance to 
be able to get to the time to put together the plan that we 
need to be able to put to the watershed meeting. 

“But if we haven’t got that funding to be able to get 
through that, we have to hold the meeting by December.”

So far, the Government, through the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment (MBIE) have said they won’t 
put up any more money to allow the administrators time to 
get summer maintenance done and to look at options for a 
new company (Newco).

The Administrators said that rescheduling debt and trading 
out of Voluntary Administration “is not an option” – that 

A small group of Raetihi Cosmopolitan 
Club members grew a crop of facial hair for 
Movember, this year raising funds for the I 
Am Hope charity.

The group raised moustaches and around 
$700 for I Am Hope through their efforts, with 
judging of their growth taking place at the Club 
on Sunday.

The judges were Peggy Frew, Anne Roke 

and Jen McNiell.
All moustaches earned their faces prizes. 

Cory Carmichael’s tash was deemed the most 
distinguised; Tony McLean’s the tidiest, Craig 
Johns’ the best groomed, Michael Kumeroa’s 
was “the most dapper”.

And Campbell Harding’s tribute to cricketer 
Merv Hughes – or was that Shane Warne – was 
deemed most original.

Roger Pikelet Feikert was awarded the ‘most 
grey’ moustache prize.

I Am Hope aims to promote positive atti-
tudinal societal change around mental health 
throughout New Zealand, offering hope and a 
voice to young people.

Donations can still be made to the Club’s 
Movember fundraiser by contacting the Club.

Judges, at right, check out the November moustache-growing efforts of a group of Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club members 
on Sunday, raising funds for the mental health charity I Am Hope.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around Ruapehu
Raetihi Christmas Parade 10 December
Powderkeg Summer Sessions - Christmas Appeal ....
 10 December
Rangataua Hall Christmas Market 11 December

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

debt needs to be written off and new capital is needed. 
“Plans to raise capital and establish a new entity will 

take time.”
“The Administrators are focussing on determining the 

best pathway forward for all creditors, including staff and 
Life Pass Holders. 

“The first objective was to be ready to open the 2023 
winter season.”

Fisk said “hibernation for 2023” is not an attractive op-
tion for creditors (or many other stakeholders).

“The decision of Cabinet on 28 November to not to 
allow further funding beyond December 2022 means it is 
unrealistic to raise funds from life pass holders in the time 
the Administrators have available.

“This means the Administrators are back to the drawing 
board on coming up with a plan for creditors and liquida-
tion is still a strong possibility of being the only option to 
be placed before creditors.”

He said no reason for Cabinet’s decision to decline 
further funding had been given.

The recent surveys of Life Pass Holders and other inter-
ested parties on crowd funding options saw a total potential 
value of $25.9 million, made up of $7.3m from LPHs, new 
Life Pass sales ($9.3m), existing life pass transfers ($1m), 
five-year season pass sale ($7.4m) and donations ($0.9m).

From Page 1

Sober snow meeting for tourism operators

Fisk said in the event a solution is not able 
to be found, “liquidation of the Company is 
inevitable” and that the sale of the company’s 
assets on a break up basis are unlikely to realise 
sufficient value to repay all secured creditors.

The ANZ bank holds a “general security 
agreement” over the assets and in a liquidation 
scenario the assets of RAL would be sold with 
the proceeds being paid to the Bank (with the 
exception of those assets subject to specific 
security from another party)

Bond holders hold specific security over the 
Sky Waka Asset with the Crown being unse-
cured and the Crown have a $5m convertible 
note option with specific security over various 
assets, related to a 2021 upgrade of assets at 
Tūroa.

Fisk said if the ski fields are shut down, the 
Crown would have an estimated $100m of re-
mediation made up of RAL, Ski Clubs, Lines 
Company and DOC assets which would all need 

to be remediated. 
“This process could takes decades given 

access complexities and the need for snow to 
achieve this remediation.

“The community impact would be severe – ar-
guably the largest tourism related failure in New 
Zealand history impacting one of the poorest 
regions in New Zealand that supports an esti-
mated 1580 jobs both directly and indirectly.”

Asked if there are offers to buy Tūroa, Fisk 
said “there’s non-disclosure agreements that are 
entered into with people that have expressed 
some interest but there are no offers on the table 
that I can talk about”.
Hibernation

Fisk said they had looked at the issue of 
‘hibernation” – shutting the fields down for at 
least a year, to allow time for long-term solu-
tions to be found.

“We think that any pause like that is going to 
be disastrous for everyone. 

“Maintaining the equipment in a season when 
you’re not using it still requires 30-40 people 
… on each side of the mountain to maintain. It 
requires avalanche control, requires de-icing 
and if you don’t do those things then you’ve 
basically got a mess. 

“But even if you do do all that, actually get-
ting the operation up and running again would 
be incredibly expensive let alone all the busi-
nesses that would probably fail that support 
the ski resort. 

“That’s just not practical going back to just the 
basic  season pass again with the maintenance 
that’s needed. 

“There needs to be capital in whatever entity 
it is that runs this place so we can’t just rely on 
revenue being generated each year and, again, 
we haven’t got the runway to actually get to the 
start of the season to be able to generate that 
revenue. That’s the problem.”

John Fisk, RAL administrator.

Tourism operators were presented a range of numbers, including dollar amounts, at the meeting on Thursday.

New Christmas market for Rangataua
A new Christmas market is being planned for the Rangataua Hall this 

Sunday, aiming to showcase local talent.
“It’s a wonderful chance to buy locally made quality gifts for your loved 

ones, yourself or your home,” says organiser Jo Vincent. 
The Rangataua Hall Committee will be putting on a fundraising sausage 

sizzle and home-baking table. 
“I am so happy with the response from the amazing creative folk in our 

region, we are fully booked with stall holders,” says Jo. 
“It’s a mostly indoor event with plenty of seating, so you can relax, 

catch up with friends and community. Bring your shopping bags.”
The Rangataua Community Hall is the oldest building in Rangataua 

and is category II listed. 
“The people of the surrounding village used the Hall to watch movies, 

hold dances and many other community events back in the day. 

“The projector room and ticket box still exist. The dance floor is said 
to be wonderful to dance on, and the acoustics are admired.  

“There are lots of historic black & white photos on the walls of when 
Rangataua had lots of shops and a railway station.”  

Jo Vincent said the Hall Committee are focused on important mainte-
nance projects to preserve and upgrade her, so she lives to embrace many 
generations to come.

The Hall is available to hire for Workshops, Parties, Gigs and can host 
up to 350 people.

At the market will be flowers, honey, pottery, crystals, soy candles, art, 
indoor and outdoor plants, bottle lights, soap, clothing, macrame hangers, 
hemp skincare, local free-range eggs, sourdough bread and more. 

More information is available on the Rangataua Hall Committee 
Facebook page.
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Taumarunui celebrates return to main trunk line
Taumarunui celebrated its return as a scheduled stop 

‘on the main trunk line’ for the Northern Explorer on 
Sunday in style, with a station-side party that attracted 
hundreds of people.

The station was packed with locals keen to welcome 
the return of the train to Taumarunui and enjoy the stalls, 
music, food, rail museum and other attractions on offer.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said the number of 
people who came out to welcome the Northern Explorer 
stopping at Taumarunui highlighted the degree to which 
the township identifies with its rail heritage.

“Thanks to the generous support of KiwiRail, Council 
was able to invite people to tell us why they would like 
to be on the first train stopping at Taumarunui under the 

new itinerary for the chance to ride the 
Northern Explorer between National Park 
and Taumarunui.

“We had an overwhelming response to 
the contest with around 60 people of all 
ages enjoying a fantastic outing, taking 
in the iconic Raurimu Spiral before being 
welcomed into Taumarunui by a cheering 
crowd.

“It was amazing to see people at vantage 
points all along the track between National 
Park and Taumarunui waving and tooting 
as the train went by,” he said

“People have been looking forward 
to this day for a long time which will be 
huge boost to the township and our visitor 

industry.
Visit Ruapehu has been working with 

Great Journeys NZ to develop a range of 
rail-based tourism packages designed to 
attract visitors to the region and entice them 
to spend longer.

Two new offerings are based around the 
Forgotten World rail cart adventures and 
Visit Ruapehu anticipates the range of Tau-
marunui based tourism packages to grow.

“Whether you want to cycle or walk 
the Timber Trail, fish or canoe on the 
Whakapapa or Whanganui Rivers, golf at 
Tarrangower, or access the nearby national 
parks Taumarunui provides the perfect 
gateway,” says Mr Kirton.

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton is welcomed off the Northern Explorer on Sunday by a large crowd 
happy to see the return of Taumarunui as a scheduled stop. Visit Ruapehu with Great Journeys 
NZ have developed two new scenic rail-based tourism packages that use Taumarunui as their 
disembarking point.

Burger van flips – everything lost

A Kapiti burger food truck business lost everything after a terrifying crash near Waiouru on 
Sunday, but luckily the family members in the car managed to escape unscathed. Dutchy’s 
Burger Joint chef and owner Rutger Richter was driving back to Wellington towing the trailer 
with his daughter Kaia in the car when the crash happened. A gust of wind caught the trailer, 
causing it to fishtail, then crash. The New Zealand Herald reported that the trailer and the 
towing vehicle were written off. Photo supplied.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
1. Popular breakfast spread (8)
7. “Sunday” meal (5)
8. Schedule (9)
9. Government betting agency set up in 
1950 (3)
10. Mass violence (4)
11. Light-heartedness (6)
13. Custom, tradition (6)
14. Strip (6)
17. Abrupt (6)
18. Role that made Lucy Lawless famous 
(4)
20. NZ’s national domestic airline from 
1947 until 1978 (3)
22. Tool (9)
23. Pacific or Atlantic (5)
24. Equestrian event (8)

Down
1. Elector (5)
2. Nickname for a cup of strong ‘builder’s’ 
tea (7)
3. Nocturnal insect (4)
4. Portable electronic device (6)
5. Celebratory event (5)
6. Short unshaven whiskers (7)
7. No longer working (7)
12. Dunedin’s famously steep street (7)
13. NZ golfer, son of legendary All Black 
No. 10 (4,3)
15. North Island national park (7)
16. South Island walking track (6)
17. Loose hillside stones (5)
19. Square in central Auckland (5)
21. Extra benefit that comes with a job (4)

THE       CROSSWORD

Previous solution
Across: 7. Richard Pearse, 8. Waterski, 9. Faff, 10. Wiremu, 12. Things, 14. Pie, 
15. Invert, 17. Refuge, 19. Shoe, 21. Delicate, 23. Kingston flyer. 
Down: 1. Fixation, 2. Wheeze, 3/5. Kris Faafoi, 4. Sprinter, 6. As if, 11. Up-to-
date, 13. Go-getter, 16. Energy, 18. Facile, 20. Huia, 22. Land. 
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
 Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support 

phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice
 Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com  or phone 06-385-

3253 and leave a message.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui)
 Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service
 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 

06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. 
Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty 
chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
 Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres
 Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
 06-385-9580
Plunket Society 
 Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-

6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross
 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune
 0210 434 161
Ruapehu REAP
 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens
 Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John
 In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre
  0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre
 Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library
 waimarinotoylibrary@hotmail.com
Women’s Refuge
 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384
Ruapehu Mayor
 Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board
 Board members: Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 

021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. Janelle Hinch (RDC 
rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha 

Rudkin 027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; 
Oriwia Wanakore 027-222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-
353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-

07657; Kay Henare 027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  
Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to 
keep it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you 
see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Councillors shuffle 
committees

destinations needs to be accounted for in the spatial plan.
Transport

There was high support for improve linkages between 
the Junction and Town Centre by providing public trans-
port or local shuttle links.

From hospitality point of view the town needs transport 
connecting bars and restaurants.

A bypass was suggested so trucks don’t have to come 
through town.

Safe crossing of State Highway 49 to the Carrot Park 
is mentioned.

There was wide support for increased cycling connec-
tions to other destinations. This links to several other sur-
vey question comments noting its high community support.
Signage

There was wide support for the style of ‘Option 4’ signs, 
then ‘Option 2’ (see photos). 

There was wide support for the use of corten steel.

From Page 5

Ohakune future 
project 

Spinning discs for golf fun

The new Ruapehu District councillors 
signed off on a number of committee ap-
pointments at their meeting in Ohakune 
on Wednesday, while deferring decisions 
on some.

The mayor, Weston Kirton, told council-
lors that the draft appointments were made 
after discussions with individual council-
lors, but that there was room for changes, 
if any councillor had a particular interest 
that they wanted to be part of.

The decision on one committee make-
up, the Ruapehu District Council Portfolio 
Governance Group, was deferred, after 
councillor Fiona Kahukura Hadley-Chase 
said one of those nominated, Channey 
Iwikau to represent the Tūwharetoa iwi, 
had told her that he wasn’t aware that his 
name had been included.

“There should be a discussion on who’s 
names appear on this before it goes to the 
public,” she said via Zoom.

Councillors were told that the Gover-
nance Group was still in existence from the 
last triennium and that councillors could 
hold the matter over to the next meeting, 
to discuss who wanted to be on the Group.

Other councillor appointments approved 
included:

Code of Conduct Panel: Weston Kirton 
and the deputy mayor Viv Hoeta.

Hearings Committee: Weston Kirton, 
Viv Hoeta, Korty Wilson, Robyn Gram.

Risk and Assurance Committee: Weston 

Kirton, Viv Hoeta, Channey Iwikau, Lyn 
Neeson.

Ruapehu District Māori Council: Weston 
Kirton, Viv Hoeta, Fiona Kahukura 
Hadley-Chase.

Councillors appointed to external com-
mittees were:

Climate Action Joint Committee, Weston 
Kirton. Manawatu-Whanganui Civil De-
fence Emergency Management Group, 
Weston Kirton. Passenger Transport Com-
mittee, Rabbit Nottage. Regional Chief’s 
Committee, Weston Kirton. Regional 
Transport Committee, Weston Kirton. Te 
Kōpuka Nā Te Awa Tupua, Weston Kirton. 
Whanganui River Enhancement Charitable 
Trust, Lyn Neeson. Manawatu-Wanganui 
Regional Disaster Relief Fund Trust, 
Weston Kirton. Creative Communities 
Brenda Ralph and Janelle Hinch.

Halls and reserves committees: Karioi, 
Colin Pakai; Rangataua, Rabbit Nottage; 
Ruatiti Recreation Reserve, Kay Henare; 
Horopito, Luigi Hotter; Future Ohakune 
Project Luigi Hotter; Raetihi Town Re-
vitalisation, Angel Reid; Kakahi, Oriwai 
Wanakore; Ohura, Sophie Stockbridge; 
Otunui, Luke Pepper; Kirikay, Lyn Neeson; 
Kaitieke/Retaruke Peter Zimmer; National 
Park Village Progressive Association, 
Murray Wilson; National Park Village 
Plan Steering Committee, Eddie Marsters; 
Owhango Residents and Ratepayers, Peter 
Zimmer.

Year 9 pupils from Ruapehu College got to try 
disc golf in Ohakune on Sunday, with volunteer 
James Bell (at centre) explaining the rules 
and why his group set   up the course. He said 
it was developed for the students and others 
who wanted more things to do in town. He 
asked them to keep an eye on the Park and 
look after it because it was for them. Children 
from Ohakune Primary School also got to try 
the sport on Monday, making up around 127 
students all up.
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DARCY FINCH OF FINCH CONTRACTING TALKS ABOUT  
CLAAS GRASS HARVESTING EQUIPMENT 

Running a big contracting business in the heartland of Waikato, 
with a peak staff of 45 comes with a fair amount of pressure.  
But for Darcy that pressure is mitigated by having gear that 
handles not only the huge volume, but the wide range of 
environments and contours. Grass harvesting makes up 
a significant part of the Finch business, so having CLAAS 
machinery that is fit for purpose and has high market share is key. 

THE 
PROFESSIONAL’S  
CHOICE

LA
N

27
18

DARCY FINCH
Finch Contracting

“  CLAAS GEAR IS RELIABLE 
AND THE SERVICE TEAM IS 
ALWAYS THERE WHEN WE 
NEED THEM. ”

CENTRAL DISTRICTS   
53 Kawakawa Rd, Feilding 
Jordan Law 027 228 4372 

 
Tony Brett  027 491 7700 
Todd Fletcher  027 529 9001

claasharvestcentre.com

Ohakune future project looks for ‘quick wins’
What are the things of greatest impor-

tance to the Ohakune community for the 
future? That was the overall question of a 
series of open days in October 2022 as part 
of the Future Ohakune Project.

The Project was built up and developed 
by the community over several workshops 
and refined through community engage-
ment in the form of public open days and 
involved Ruapehu District Council-funded 
consultants Boffa Miskell “to work with 
the community on developing a strategic 
revitalisation plan for Ohakune”.

This resulted in the development of 
the Future Ohakune Reference Group, 
made up of representatives from the com-
munity, Ngāti Rangi, big and small local 
businesses, farming and market gardeners, 
to establish some initial ideas and propose 
some potential objectives, initiatives and 
projects for the future of Ohakune.

The community was asked for their 

feedback on this initial work over a series 
of open days in October 2020, which suc-
cessfully identified the things that are of 
the greatest importance to the Ohakune 
community.

This led to a series of ‘engagements’ 
on questions from this process in October 
this year.

The questions were on ‘quick win proj-
ects’, Christie Park, the Junction, a draft 
spatial plan, a transport plan, and signage 
and wayfinding.

“Quick win projects” included refurbish-
ing existing street furniture – seats, bins, 
street lights.

Comments included seeing “some char-
acter away from minimalist design here 
– to display some nod to culture”; keep in 
mind a future ‘Dark Sky’ Project; include 
cultural aspects; more bike stands.
Christie Park

More than 94% supported investment 

into upgrading Christie Park.
Comments included: “colourful contemporary play 

surface with a range sporting opportunities”; and scooter 
pump track; a 3-metre shared pathway; senior playground 
on soft-fall surface; decking/platform in re-vegetation 
stream corridor; steps leading down from middle terrace/
stream corridor; bridge with decking/platform and steps 
to lower terrace; potential stage performance area; foot-
ball/soccer goals and a half field or a full field; upgraded 
basketball court.

Some called the children’s playground to be retained, 
saying it was important for kids to have an alternative to 
the Carrot Park.

Some called for RDC to “add a cultural local narrative 
to the design of the park with informative educational 
information about Māui Ruapehu TeKahui Maunga, Riv-
ers, Ngā awa me ngā hononga iwi”.

Other ideas included: a kowhai grove, climbing wall, 
ice skating in winter, bigger toilets, bike racks, a stage, 
power access.
The Junction

The Ohakune Junction could be an adventure hub and 
developed as a southern gateway at the entrance to Koro 
Ruapehu and Tongariro National Park.

It was suggested that the one way bridge onto Old Sta-
tion Road be replaced, with room for a shared path.

Tourism development, safety and the station precinct 

received the most support, although there were mixed 
thoughts on creation of any one way streets.
Draft spatial plan

The Ohakune Spatial Plan sets out the key priorities for 
Ohakune looking at how Ohakune grows and responds to 
the key pressures that exist.

Asked if the Spatial Plan and key moves provide the 
right direction, there was 94% support.

Ideas receiving high support included: Safety improve-
ments to the intersection of Raetihi Ohakune Road; im-
prove the connection between the carrot park and centre; 
new green biodiversity and recreation links along river 
corridor. 

“A new green belt helps create a continuous recreation 
and green loop around Ohakune – investigation is needed 
to determine the width and location as well as the final 
planning mechanism or easement/agreement used,” states 
the report.

Other comments: needs stronger open space and rec-
reation focus; keep existing commercial more or less to 
existing footprint; keep all new development to the town 
side of state highway – make sure things are consolidated 
with a key focal point; needs to consider more industrial/
commercial area for new businesses.

Cycling and cycle links received several comments 
highlighting that future connections cross town and to key 

ABOVE: option 4 signage style was the most popular, with option 2 (below) 
the second choice.

People were asked to place dots indicating options they supported, as well as leave notes with 
ideas on panels showing preliminary concepts.

Turn to Page 4
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

A ski area 

plan by 

Christmas

Hills alive with young runners

Waimarino Primary School boys head off after the start of their cross country race at Orautoha School on 

Friday. Schools from around the area converged on Orautoha for the annual event – this year dominated by 

Ohakune Primary School. See inside for more. Photo: Rebecca Mead.

The administrators of the finan-

cially troubled Ruapehu Alpine 

Lifts have said they are working 

on a plan to put together a ‘new 

vehicle’ to run the Whakapapa and 

Tūroa ski areas.

Administrator John Fisk told 

Radio New Zealand  yesterday that 

the ANZ and the Government have 

provided a $4m loan to retain staff 

and carry out maintenance work on 

the fields so they are ready for the 

2023 snow season.

“This gives us time to put to-

gether a plan for the best possible 

opportunity to open again in 2023,” 

he said.
“We’ve made some good 

progress.”
This will allow them to retain 

staff and prepare the ski season, 

including carrying out maintenance 

needed, especially on Tūroa.

He said there are about 60 staff 

still employed and that they need 

them to stay, that they have a lot of 

institutional knowledge on how to 

run the ski areas.

“The loan gives us some breath-

ing space.”
He said Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 

would not be viable in future and 

a new plan would not involve the 

company.
“We’re not going to be handing 

the company back to the existing 

shareholders and management. 

There’s just too much debt in the 

company.”
It will be ultimately up to credi-

tors to accept the proposal that 

the administrators put together, or 

liquidate the company.

Mr Fisk said they are negotiat-

ing with all stakeholders including 

local iwi, the Department of Con-

servation, local district councils 

and the government, as well as Life 

Pass Holders.

Asked about the prospect of Life 

Pass Holders providing financial 

support, Mr Fisk said they are “ab-

solutely key” to the process.

He also said a season pass sale, 

possibly in February or March, will 

be needed to help fund the 2023 

season operations.

Other possible investors include 

local businesses and some South 

Island ski area operators.

Mr Fisk said they haven’t yet 

gone out to those parties but there 

has been some enquiries and that 

“they could be part of the future”.

Mr Fisk said they are “very much 

focussed” on the ski areas continu-

ing to operate.

They were looking for a long-

term solution to the operation of 

the ski area.
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

First sod turned on Ruapehu 

emergency base 
Construction begins on the Central Plateau Emergency 

Management Facility in National Park Village this week, 

following a small ceremony at the site on Monday.

The trustees of the Ruapehu Emergency Services Chari-

table Trust (RESCT) said they are thrilled to announce 

that after almost four years of planning and fundraising, 

construction is starting on stage one of the Central Plateau 

Emergency Management Facility. 

“While further funding is required to complete the build-

ing, this is a huge milestone for the project,” said Conrad 

Smith, RESCT chair.

Construction began on Monday with a site blessing by 

iwi and mana whenua for the site, Uenuku, led by Aiden 

Gilberd. 
Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton was also in attendance 

to show his support for the project, doing the ceremonial 

sod turning with the digger. 

This stage of construction will see the building com-

pleted to a lockable shell, explained Mr Smith.

Faster, more effective 

When fully funded and operational, the 288 square 

metre facility will provide “a modern incident control 

point, training space, equipment store, and staging area” 

for Search and Rescue (SAR) and emergency manage-

ment in the Central Plateau. It will be the future home of 

the Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation, Ruapehu Land 

Search and Rescue Group, and Ruapehu Civil Defence.

“This development will enable much faster, better co-

ordinated and more effective responses to emergencies 

for our communities and visitors alike,” says Mr Smith. 

“It will be an absolute game-changer for emergency 

management in the Ruapehu District – we are all really 

excited to be at this point.”

The building site is on Buddo Street in National Park 

Village on the edge of the National Park School field. The 

location was chosen for its centrality to best serve the SAR 

and emergency management needs of the whole district. 
At the sod-turning on Monday morning, from left, Jon McQueen (special trust advisor), Trust members Graeme Swift, 

Conrad Smith, Theo Chapman and Andy Hoyle with rescue dog Echo, with Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton. Trust member 

Andy Chambers is absent. inset: a drawing of the emergency facility.

Turn to Page 2
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New Ohakune 

rail bridges, 

after years-

long wait
Replacement of the one-lane timber rail 

over-bridge on Ruapehu Road, Ohakune, 

is due to get underway later this month 

with completion expected in around seven 

months in June 2023.

Work has already started clearing scrub 

from around the old bridge abutments, as 

well as moving power cables.

The bridge will be closed to all traffic for 

most of the construction period and people 

will be required to take alternative routes.

Preliminary work

Infrastructure manager Vini Dutra said 

that there was a lot of preliminary work 

needed before work on replacing the actual 

bridge begins.

“Off-site, the manufacturing of the steel 

superstructure and pre-casting of the bridge 

deck units is well underway and on-site 

preliminary work has started on moving 

nearby power poles to allow the large 

construction equipment to operate.”

Work is also underway on preparing for 

the replacement of the Mangateitei Road 

rail over-bridge in Rangataua, which will 

follow on after the Ruapehu Rd bridge 

works are finished.

“We are currently working with Kiwi-

Rail and The Lines Company to mover 

power lines impacting on the Mangateitei 

Road bridge construction site,” he said.

Well overdue

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton said 

that the replacement of both old wooden 

bridges was well overdue with their speed 

and weight safety restrictions having a 

significant impact on local growers and 

contractors with a flow-on impact on eco-

nomic activity.

“Council has been working to replace 

these bridges for some time, having bud-

geted our local share of the replacement 

cost in our last Long Term Plan.

“Ideally Council would love to acceler-

ate our bridge renewal programme, but 

without the co-investment from Waka 

Kotahi NZTA in these inflationary times 

when we have committed to meeting 

legislated water quality upgrades, this just 

isn’t possible.

Rural problem

“This issue highlights the problem that 

many rural councils like Ruapehu are fac-

ing who have a number of old bridges built 

in the early half of last century, to open 

up agricultural production that are now in 

need of replacement.
Turn to Page 2

After waiting many years, work has started on replacing two rickety century old bridges over the 

Main Trunk Railway line. 

Ruapehu man unaware 

of million dollar win

Imagine being a millionaire for 

two months and not knowing about 

it. That was one Ruapehu man’s 

reality until late last week when he 

received a phone call from Lotto NZ.

In mid-September, the man logged 

into his MyLotto account to grab a 

ticket before the draw that night – and 

that was the last time he logged in 

until he received a call from Lotto 

NZ’s Winner’s team almost two 

months later.

“I usually buy my ticket from my 

local store – I like to support them, 

but that night I had left it too late to 

get there, so I quickly logged in and 

bought my ticket online.

“I don’t usually use MyLotto, so I 

completely forgot that I had a ticket 

on there. I probably wouldn’t have 

checked it till the next time I left it 

too late to get to the shop,” he joked.

But a phone call late last week 

prompted him to log in and check 

his ticket.
“I got a call from Lotto NZ, and 

they asked if I had checked my online 

tickets recently – to be honest I was 

Turn to Page 2
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List your property exclusively with 

Bayleys Ruapehu by 31 October 2022 and 

we’ll help take the stress out of preparing 

your home for sale, by contributing $600 

towards getting your property ready for  

the market*. 

For terms and conditions please visit 

bit.ly/Bayleys-Ruapehu-Spring or   

call 06 385 0170. 

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008 

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.
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• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Creditors 

presented 

with skifields 

survival plan
A survival plan for Mt Ruapehu’s ski 

areas of Whakapapa and Tūroa was put 

to creditors at meetings held in Auckland, 

Wellington and at Whakapapa on Friday, 

linked via Zoom.

“We’re hopeful that we’ll be able to an-

nounce something soon, and hopefully, it’ll 

be something that’s attractive to people,” 

said administrator John Fisk.

On Friday morning the administrators 

received court approval 

to extend the standard 

25-day period for hold-

ing a watershed meet-

ing out to 9 May 2023.

“The issues are com-

plex. This will give 

us time to look for a 

solution that will be ac-

ceptable to creditors.”

They have until then to find $9million to 

run the two ski areas next winter.

“We’re working with the secured credi-

tors on addressing that, and looking at 

options in terms of season pass issues and 

things that that can be used.

Mr Fisk said at the meeting that it was 

clear that everyone wanted to see the busi-

ness continue.

“The passion that people have to see the 

operation continue was certainly notable, 

some frustrations about the past as you can 

always imagine with these sorts of things, 

but a really positive message that this is a 

really important business and people want 

to see it succeed.”

The extension would give enough time 

to consult properly and come up with an 

acceptable plan to put to creditors, which 

would be better than the outcome achieved 

by going into liquidation, said Mr Fisk.

“We can’t afford to do that. It would 

be bad for everyone including the 

Government.”

He said if the com-

pany were to go into 

liquidation, the cost of 

removing the lifts from 

the mountain would fall 

on the Government and 

would be around $100 

million and “be years 

of work”. 

The administrators’ aim will be to open 

for winter 2023 – both Tūroa and Wha-

papapa – and with a summer sightseeing 

operation with the Sky Waka and to “get 

the business into a new vehicle” – not the 

current Ruapehu Alpine Lifts company as 

it is now. The new vehicle would need to 

allow more flexibility in its operations both 

on and off the mountain.

Tourism Minister Stuart Nash has called 

for RAL to diversify to cope with poor 

snow years, but the RAL company con-

“The passion that 

people have to 

see the operation 

continue was 

certainly notable.”

Turn to Page 2

100th enviroschool welcomed

Children at Kākātahi School grade last year’s sunflower seeds ready for planting in the school 

garden. Kākātahi is the 100th ‘enviroschool’ for the Horizons region. See inside for details.
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Raetihi 7 Duncan Street

1,025sqm

Asking Price $105,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

The search is over

Offering all-day sun and located on an elevated site,

this property has what it takes to get you started on

the property ladder. The 1,025sqm (more or less),

mostly flat section proudly overlooks rural views of

Raetihi.

This appealing site comes covenant free, opening the

doors to multiple possibilities whether you want to

build or relocate your dream home - the choice is

yours. Within close proximity to the Raetihi township,

the local school, cafes, and shops.

bayleys.co.nz/2900559

Ohakune 13 Ti Kouka Place

667sqm 4 1

Asking Price $520,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

The red door will open

potential

Upon entering through the red door you will be

enchanted with this original character two-story

chalet with delightful wood paneling throughout.

Meanwhile, the recently repainted exterior gives the

classic chalet a fresh look.

The functional downstairs living includes a practical

kitchen with a server window to the dining room, cosy

living area with fitted corner seating, a feature brick

wall with a bookshelf, a TV unit, and an efficient free-

standing wood burner.

bayleys.co.nz/2900558

Crossing safety message video gets an update

Ohakune water reservoir plan canned

The Tongariro Alpine Crossing in sum-
mer is a hugely popular one-day hike, but 
it is often the site of rescues that could be 
avoided. 

Because of the extreme weather, terrain, 
and distance, this track has the highest 
number of search and rescues for trampers 
in New Zealand.

To help reduce the problem of people 
being unprepared before they take on the 
breath-taking walk, the Mountain Safety 
Council has revamped a 2018 video guide, 
that takes people through the entire track 
and shows them how to prepare for a suc-
cessful day out so they can make it home 
safely. 

The video is  avai lable  a t  Plan 
My Walk:  planmywalk.nz/ t racks/
tongariro-alpine-crossing

The video has been produced wth help 
from Ngāti Hikairo ki Tongariro, Depart-
ment of Conservation, MetService New 
Zealand, New Zealand Police, Land Search 
& Rescue New Zealand, NZ Search and 
Rescue, Tourism Industry Aotearoa - TIA, 
Ruapehu NZ, Love Taupō, 100% Pure 
New Zealand.

The 19.4km track is one of the most 
popular day hikes in the country and it 
attracts hundreds of thousands of interna-
tional and domestic travellers each year, 

but it has risks.
Between July 2010, and April 2019, 

there were 293 incidents, which included 
fatalities, search and rescues and injuries.

The video is updated from a previous 
version and features key information a 
hiker needs to know before attempting the 
track including what to pack, hazards and 
decision-making points.

Some of the other changes include the 
removal of references to old sections that 
are no longer on the track, as well as high-
lighting cold conditions and the descending 
scree on specific sections like Red Crater.

There was also more input with local iwi 
Ngāti Hikairo ki Tongariro to strengthen 
the points from the last video around Māori 
world view and respect for the area.

The video has been translated into Man-
darin and Korean and has subtitles in six 
other languages as MSC chief executive 
Mike Daisley said the track has a huge 
appeal for international visitors.

“The Tongariro Alpine Crossing is 
internationally known as one of the most 
incredible day hikes in the world, we know 
people come with the specific intention to 
complete it, so this level of proactive pre-
vention is required,” said Daisley.

Bubs Smith of local iwi Ngāti Hikairo 
ki Tongariro called the video “essential”.

“From a social perspective, as a dual heritage site, our 
challenge is not only to encourage people to respect the 
maunga and the climatic conditions and changes in an al-
pine environment, but also to respect themselves in regard 
to being properly prepared with their own personal safety 

at the forefront of their minds,” said Smith.
“People need to remember it’s not just the blue skies 

and amazing views. It’s a contrast of worlds that is rarely 
matched; beautiful scenery yet in a harsh environment.”

Ohakune won’t be getting a second water reser-
voir, the Ruapehu District Council has decided, af-
ter it proved too difficult to fit it on the current site.

Councillors were told in the chief executive’s 
report that the project scope had been updated.

“Fitting a treated water reservoir in the current 
site proved to be difficult as other assets would 
have to be relocated, further resource consents 
required which could delay the project delivery,” 

states the report. 
“This was discussed with MBIE (Ministry 

of Business, Industry and Employment) and 
accepted. 

A variation to the original funding agreement 
was to be signed once a project timeline is supplied 
and a document outlining milestones and cash flow 
will be provided to MBIE, due by 17 November.

The new project plan sees a renegotiated fund-

ing agreement is in final signoff phase, but takes 
into account the scope reduction and a decrease 
in MBIE grant funding. 

The previously agreed funding was $4.1mil-
lion, but this has been reduced to $2.3million – 
$500,000 of which has been received.

The total cost is currently estimated at $9.6 
million. 

“Not meeting the new MBIE commitment is the 

biggest risk to project – latest project timeline is 
indicated for September, but MBIE funding has a 
‘must complete’ by 30 June 2023.

The report said additional storage will be 
required in 2031, according to a water network 
model report. 

“The rescoping of the project enables the cur-
rent budget to cover the entire project within the 
current financial year,” states the report.

A screenshot from the Tongariro Alpine Crossing that highlights the features – and hazards – of 
the popular hike.
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Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

SPRING FLUSH
L&C Bennett 

Covering the Waimarino & Taihape Areas.
Now is the time before Christmas!

Fast and efficient cleaning of septic tanks.
We clean fresh water tanks and refill if 

needed. 

Get in touch with us & book 
your tank service

Email: benfurn@xtra.co.nz

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Ph 021 0263 4206

52 Seddon St, Raetihi
admin@matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying
For all your Plumbing,

Gasfitting & Drainlaying needs

Retail & Homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

Experts ~ at your service
Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Solar project set to 
power up Turangi homes

Room to do 
better with 
ground 
water 
bores 
across the 
Region

National groundwater monitoring results pub-
lished by the Land, Air, Water Aotearoa (LAWA) 
project last week have prompted Horizons Re-
gional Council to remind landowners to check 
that their wells are secure.

Horizons groundwater scientist Stephen Collins 
said that the national results show the Horizons 
Region ranks in the middle of the country in terms 
of groundwater quality.

“We generally have good groundwater quality 
around the region, but we acknowledge there are 
also hot spots for nitrate and occasionally other 
contaminants.

“Where we have long-term trends available, 
these often show improving trends. However, 
there is definitely room for improvement in the 
general condition of bores that we see around the 
region”, says Mr Collins.

Horizons has implemented a programme sur-
veying wells and carrying out wellhead security 
assessments across the region. The assessment 
included a visual inspection of the well and its 
current set-up. 

“Unsecure wells represent a potential pathway 
for pathogens such as E. coli to enter groundwater 
from the surface, posing a risk to surrounding 
drinking water supplies,” says Mr Collins.

Potential points of entry to groundwater from a 
well can be from down the sides of the well casing 
or openings in the wellhead itself. Contaminants 
that enter a well can travel through groundwater, 
and other wells can draw these up.

“To mitigate this risk, landowners can ensure 
there is a sloping concrete pad around the base 
of the bore and that the well head is completely 
sealed from the outside,” says Mr Collins.

“People who consume untreated water from 
a contaminated well could become very ill. So 
it’s important that Horizons works with owners 
to ensure they are aware of the risks and how to 
mitigate them.”

If landowners have any questions or concerns 
about the security of their wellhead, they can 
email groundwater@horizons.govt.nz or call 
freephone 0508 800 800, and Horizons will ar-
range a site visit.

Together with Tūwharetoa Health 
Charitable Trust (THCT) and Maru 
Energy Trust (Maru), The Lines 
Company (TLC) are installing solar 
panels and new hot water cylinders 
in houses at Tūrangi.

The pioneering project will see 
excess solar generated energy heat 
hot water cylinders in recipient 
households. With hot water heat-
ing accounting for around 30% of 
household electricity costs, pilot 
households are set to benefit from 
significant cost savings while help-
ing to support renewable energy 
targets.

However, THCT chief executive 
Willow Salvador believes the ben-
efits of the whanau-based energy 
solution extend beyond cost savings 
and into health-related outcomes.

“Tuwharetoa Health has been 
delighted to be able to provide tau-
toko to the nine whānau to take part 
in this programme of sustainable 
energy solutions that will benefit 
their whānau hauora.”

The Ministry of Business In-
novation and Employment (MBIE) 
funded energy solution is aimed at 
improving the wellbeing of people 
in public and Māori housing and 
will enable whānau to gift surplus 
energy to other households included 
in the pilot.

TLC chief executive, Mike Fox, 
said the project will help homes 
in the area generate and share the 
benefits of solar energy.

“The solution is designed to share 
energy when solar gains are at their 
highest, with energy from the solar 
panels exported to recipient house-
holds to heat hot water cylinders.

“This is an automated process es-
sentially turning hot water cylinders 

into battery storage.
“The solar solution’s optimisation 

tool, PowerGenius, combined with 
a peer-to-peer trading platform that 
allows energy sharing across house-
holds will reset how solar energy can 
benefit those living in public and 
Māori housing,” said Fox.

The pilot will see solar panels and 
new hot water cylinders, including 
two with hot water heat pump tech-
nology, installed at nine households 
in the Tūrangi rohe. With as many as 
16 solar panels on each home, up to 
5920W of energy will be produced 
by each solar installation – generat-
ing more than the typical 3000 watts 

needed to heat a hot water cylinder.
Three homes generating solar en-

ergy will be paired with three recipi-
ent homes to distribute the surplus 
power to the recipients’ hot water 
cylinders. A fourth home generat-
ing solar energy will be paired with 
two recipient homes who will have 
new energy efficient heat pump hot 
water cylinders installed as part of 
the project.

Solar generating homes are also 
able to benefit from the energy they 
generate, heating their own hot water 
and running appliances as electricity 
is generated from the sun’s rays.

Utilising stored energy in the form 

of hot water heating is set to help 
all participants reduce their elec-
tricity costs, smooth out electricity 
demand, reduce peak-rate consump-
tion, make the most of the sun’s 
natural resource, improve health 
and wellbeing, share a sustainable 
low-cost clean energy solution, 
and enable customers to access the 
trading benefits of new technology.

Installation of panels and hot wa-
ter cylinders to the nine participat-
ing homes due to be completed this 
November, with excess energy able 
to be exported to recipient homes 
through the peer-to-peer trading 
platform in December.

From left, Tuwharetoa Health Charitable Trust staff Tina Tahi and Monica Duff, solar project 
participant Marina Marshall.

A well-set-up bore head: Horizons 
Regional Council wants to see more 
like this.
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Plasterer

Ph 0272 412 928

Trevor Scott Plastering
Gib fixing

Plastering
Painting

Vacuum sanding
Free Quotes

trevskihard@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire
Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

Call Luke for a free quote

Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $34.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES PubLIC nOTICES

HAYCO STOCKFEEDS

Standing grass 
wanted to buy this 

summer

0800 926 315  email: neildrury@xtra.co.nz

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE

Hey kids – need extra 
pocket money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliveres in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06 385 8532.

HUI A TAU - AGM
Nau mai e ngā uri o Ngā Mōkai 

Papakāinga. 

18 Dec 2022
Ngā Mōkai Papakāinga

Cnr Ōruakukuru & Whangaehu Valley Rds,
Karioi, Ōhakune
Hōtaka - Agenda

12pm - Whakatau & Kai
1pm - Hui

1. Minutes of previous AGM
2. Matters arising from previous minutes
3. Financial Report
4. Trustee endorsement | Māori Land Court 

application
5. Marae Constitution
6. Maintenance and working bees
7. Fundraising
8. General business

3pm - Ka mutu

Please email ngamokai@xtra.co.nz
if you are attending.

Junior Prize Giving
Friday 9th November at 1pm

We invite our Whanau and our community 
to come and join us to celebrate our juniors 

and their achievements for 2022
 

Friday 9 December at 1pm
 Ruapehu College Hall

 

Light refreshments to follow prize giving. 
 

All welcome.

FOR
SALE

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

Teacher
Full time, permanent 

Start date: 30 January 2023 

Orautoha School is currently 
seeking a passionate and 
effective teacher who can 
demonstrate evidence 
of recent successful classroom practice. 
Strengths in high-quality literacy, numeracy 
and digital literacy skills are essential. 

Our Enviro School is looking for commitment 
to sustainability education and someone who 
is passionate about the Arts and Sciences.

The successful applicant will be NZ registered, 
display the ability to create the best possible 
learning environment, be a team player, and 
demonstrate excellence in leading learning. 
They will be working in a highly supportive team 
who are continually striving for excellence and 
provide an innovative, creative programme. 

If this sounds like the place for you we would 
love to hear from you. 

Applications close 9 December 2022

Email your resume and letter of application to 
Vanessa Pehi at:

application@orautoha.school.nz

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

RUAPEHU LAW
Mark McGhie has an office at

Raetihi Chambers
Seddon Street

Fridays  9am – 1pm

Phone for appointment 021 2444 291

RAILWAy MUSEUM & 
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m past 
Railway Station. Sponsored 
by The Ski Shed.

STOCK WANTED
270kg Bulls

300kg Beef Steers

STOCK FOR SALE
M/S Lambs 21kg @ $3/kg
Dairy Beef Steers 330kg

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

Ngā Waihua o 
Paerangi Trust

December Clinics
By appointment/Drop In
Personal Health  Nurse -  FRI 2, 9 & 16 (9 -11.30) 
– Free Cervical Screening.  

SERVICES AVAILABLE
Kaupapa Māori Mental Health and Addictions 
(Clem)
Supporting/ addressing needs of Tangata Whaiora
Drug & Alcohol Intervention
Te Putanga Pukenga Program
A/H Emergencies – Mental Health Assessment & 
Treatment Team  0800 653 358

Whānau Ora (Tina, Darnella, Neha, Sophia, Virginia, 
Frances and Mel)
Wrap around services for those with High Health and 
Social needs. 
Advice & advocacy Support 
Support for GP Practice 
Smoking Cessation

Tamariki Ora (Tina and Katherine) 
Well Child Checks for pepe 0-5 years
Kaiawhina Additional Support

He Puna Ora 
Coordinated care with hapu māmā and or whanau/
māmā with pēpi 0-3yrs which focuses on strengths and 
growing connections within Te Ao Maori 

Te Whare Āhuru Ki Ruapehu Housing Project 
(Megan and Aroha)

Bowel Screening 
If you have any queries relating to the Bowel Screening 
Project, please contact Darnella Hawira 0272 455 278, 
Darnella.Hawira@ngatirangi.com 

Appointments/More Information Contact 
Admin 
Mon-Fri- 8.30am-5pm  06 3859 580 /0, 0274758347 
or email Katherine.Herewini@ngatirangi.com 

We have an AED Defibrillator available on site.

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

PubLIC nOTICES

Utility Support 
•  Looking for a physical and varied role?

•  Full-time, 12months fixed term (x2)

The opportunity (Karioi Pulpmill)
We are currently seeking candidates to fulfill two, new (fixed term) Utility 
Support roles at the Karioi Pulpmill. The Utility Supports will provide physical 
resourcing, primarily undertaking industrial cleaning of plant and equipment 
within the Pulpmill.   

Duties will include but not be limited to; steam cleaning and water blasting 
equipment, water blasting fabrics, clearing blockages and general plant 
housekeeping tasks with a focus on general cleanliness.

The Utility Supports will report to the Production Support Co-ordinator.  Full 
on the job and formal training is provided on-site. Hours of work are Monday 
to Friday, 8.00am to 4.00pm.

About you
To apply for the Utility Support role you will need to:
• be physically fit, able and mentally alert.
• be able to work in confined space and at heights.
• have demonstrated work experience in a laboring or similar role.
• be an exceptional team player with a ‘can do’ attitude.
• NCEA Level 2 or equivalent.
• have a strong health and safety focus and can work in an organised and 

disciplined way.
• hold a Full Class One New Zealand driver’s license and hold or be able to 

obtain a Forklift endorsement.
• have personal transport for travel to and from work.

About us
WPI is committed to ensuring a safe and healthy work environment. As part 
of the selection process applicants will be required to pass an independently 
conducted pre-employment health and medical assessment which includes 
drug testing.

For further information please contact Courtney on
06 385 8545 ext 827, or email jobs@wpinz.com.  

To apply for this position please email a letter of application and a 
resume to jobs@wpinz.com.

Applications close at 12 noon, Friday, 16 December 2022.

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

Ohakune Volunteer 
Fire Brigade

Would like to thank the members of the Ohakune 
community who went above and beyond the call 
of duty to help us run an event to honour our Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal, two Gold Star 
and two 50 Year Medal members.  As some of 
the medals were late in being presented due to 
government lock downs, the five medal recipients 
have now done over 180 years volunteer service.

A big thank you to; Phil Sutton who provided 
safe transport home for anybody who wanted 
a ride home. Anne Stuckey (and her students) 
did a marvellous job of decorating the Ruapehu 
College Hall; Robert Milne took fantastic photos 
of the formalities

Our thanks also to the local businesses who 
provided great service to make our night such a 
success. We appreciate everybody getting behind 
us in celebrating this extraordinary event.

THAnK YOu
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Ruapehu Snow Bulletin July 2022 • 1

Waterfalls abound around Ruapehu and make for pleasing destination hikes. See Visit Ruapehu’s website for details.

It’s out now!

Pick up your copy from outlets all around town and the 
Ruapehu region. Let us know if you want copies for 

your business counter – call 06-385-8532 
or email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Ruapehu skiing can be saved ‘at no 
cost to the taxpayer’: Skifields Group

The Government and MBIE have so 
far failed to engage with the Mt Rua-
pehu mountain community and seem 
to be unwilling to provide any further 
funding to stop Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 
(RAL) going into receivership. That’s 
according to Jason Platt from the Save 
Mt Ruapehu Skifields Group.

“If RAL does not get any financial 

assistance from the government, then 
PwC as Administrators will put RAL 
into liquidation as there is no money to 
pay the bills. They have no other option, 
because as we understand, there are no 
alternative deals on the table and time 
is running out. A decision on whether 
to place RAL into liquidation has to be 
made within the next 10 days.

“If the government’s decides not to 
provide further temporary funding it 
would be astounding and lack common 
sense. If RAL goes into liquidation, the 
taxpayer will have to pay the clean-up 
bill of between $100 to $150 million. 
In addition, the local Ruapehu economy 
will lose approximately $100 million 
per year in income related to the skifield 

operations as well as thousands of jobs.”
The Save Mt Ruapehu Skifields 

Group, PWC and MBIE themselves 
have already found via surveys that the 
mountain community are willing to 
contribute between $10 million to $30 
million towards the re-capitalisation of 
RAL, with contributions being offered 
from a mix of local business, alpine 

clubs, life pass holders and mountain 
users.

Based on financial modelling by The 
Save Mt Ruapehu Skifields Group, this 
means MBIE’s contribution would be 
between approximately $5 million to 
$23 million. PwC Administrators have 
said they need $9 million to get to a 
position where they can issue a season 

pass campaign to get the company 
to the 2023 winter season.

RAL have been loaned $4.5 
million by MBIE and ANZ, 
which only gets them to the end 
of December 2022. 

“This means continuing to 
operate the company as a going 
concern until a long-term solution 
can be found is not an option and 
immediate liquidation of the ski-
fields is a high possibility.
GST alone

“We believe that Ruapehu Al-
pine Lifts can be saved at no long-
term cost to the tax payer, this is 
basic math. MBIE can choose to 
invest between $5 million to $23 
million to save the local economy 
with a 1 to 2-year payback based 
on GST alone, or lose over $100 
million of taxpayer’s money for 
the clean-up.

“We seriously urge the Gov-
ernment to review their posi-
tion, or explain their decision to 
the locals, mountain users and 
taxpayers of New Zealand, and 
engage with the various local 
community groups who have 
shown that they are willing to 
contribute financially to support 
the skifields.

“The skifields are a regional 
asset that provides employment 
and revenue to the community 
and happiness to thousands of 
users and visitors to the Ruapehu 
region. This makes them worthy 
of MBIE’s support to traverse 
these difficult times.
Future generations

“We recommend that the Gov-
ernment considers supporting 
The Save Mt Ruapehu Skifields 
Group proposal, which would 
result in a debt-free crowdfunded 
skifield entity that can be finan-
cially viable for future genera-
tions to come.

“This crowdfunded business 
model was successful for 70 years 
until it became overburdened in 
recent years with increased bor-
rowing to support a corporate 
approach and the Sky Waka in-
vestment, which was a provincial 
growth fund project intended to 
support the Ruapehu region.”

Peter Thomson from the Save 
Mt Ruapehu Skifields Group 
added: “The mountain commu-
nity have been crying out for a 
chance to put their money where 
their mouth is. No one is sitting 
around hoping for a hand-out. 
We’re ready put real money in to 
support the skifields. We just need 
the government and PwC to give 
us a chance.”

The Save Mt Ruapehu website 
has more information includ-
ing copies of the proposals to 
PwC, detailed results of the com-
munity crowdfunding surveys 
and updates on the voluntary 
administration process at www.
savemtruapehu.org.nz
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Community 
Halls Repairs 
& Maintenance 
Fund

Sport NZ Rural 
Travel     Fund

Applications 
now open
Council administers a number of grant funds designed to 
assist with things of benefit to the community. 
Applications are currently open for the:

• SPORT NZ RURAL TRAVEL FUND
This Fund provides subsidies to help youth sport teams for 
young people between 5 and 19 years with travel costs to 
attend regular local sport competition.

• COMMUNITY HALL REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
GRANTS

This fund has grant funding available for upgrading, repairs 
and maintenance on community halls that do not receive 
up-keep from ratepayers.

MORE INFO
For for more info on these and other grant 
funds Council administers see our website:
ruapehudc.govt.nz/our-district/grants
or call Candice on 07 895 8188.

Ready for summer action on the bike trails
Summer is set for plenty of “wheely great ac-

tion” throughout Ruapehu for mountain bikers, 
says Mountains to Sea manager Lynley Twyman.

“With over 500 kilometres of riding across the 
region from Timber Trail in the North to the Tas-
man Sea in the Southwest, there are adventures 
for everyone.”

She says the last year has seen significant work 
and planning for the future across the trails.

“The Timber Trail has seen significant resurfac-
ing – leading to a trail that’s great to ride all year.  
With glamping and lodge accommodation options 
on offer, the classic two day adventure is rapidly 
growing in numbers.  

“The arrival of the Northern Explorer stopping 
in Taumaranui has opened up some great one 
day package opportunities for those wanting to 
explore the area with perhaps a one day high-
lights ride mixed in with some other activities,” 
says Lynley.

“Connecting both trails is something our bike-
packing and walking community are starting to 
do in droves. 

“The Kopiko Aotearoa will be heading our way 
towards the end of January with the Tour Aotearoa 
riders completing the official Brevet event in mid-
February.  These long distance tramping on wheels 
adventures are encouraging riders into riding the 
length and breadth of Ruapehu all year round. 

“Using the three Heartland rides ensures that 
riders are connected to special places and com-
munities all along the way including Taumaranui, 
Ohura and Owhango as highlights for many.”

The Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tuhono sec-
tions are also getting significant support, says 
Lynley.

Behind-the-scenes work is continuing at pace 
on the Te Ara Mangawhero and Te Hangaruru, 
while working with the community on providing 
better and safer transit and experiences around 
Horopito is also underway. 

“First steps in this area will be the provision 
of temporary toilets – which will be a welcome 
relief for many (while a more permanent solution 
is tackled).”

She said to ensure that riders have the best 
experience, the construction teams have been out 
working on improvements in and around the very 
wet sprint weather.  

“The Mangapurua will reopen to cyclists as 
soon as we get a good weather window – with 
improved trail surface and repairs to the bluff 
sections, it will be an incredible ride through a 
valley of dreams. 

“Connecting into the trail is the equally special 
Kaiwhakauka, which has had some significant 
widening and resurfacing at the end of last season. 

“There are still another 3kms of work through 
the Whanganui National Park section to be com-
pleted once the weather and contractors both 
align – but it is expected this will be completed 
by mid-January.  

“These two trails are stunning adventures full of 
stories and with the improvements to the trail and 
the support of our shuttles and jet boat companies, 
a must do inclusion this Summer.”

Traversing along the Whanganui River Road 
is set to become a richer experience as the local 
communities start to share their stories through 
newly-minted interpretive signage.  

“A couple of our favourite must do stops are 
the Kawana Flour Mill and Matahiwi Café and 
Gallery.  Demonstrating entrepreneurship through 
the ages, our local stories truly come alive!”

“So get out and ride our trails this Summer – 
and don’t forget that the best way you can help 
the trails is to complete the trail survey on moun-
tainsotsea.nz/support.

“It doesn’t matter whether you’ve ridden or 
walked one or more sections – we value our feed-
back and it helps us demonstrate the importance 
of the experience to our funders.” Fishers Track is a bike ride that is growing in popularity in the Ruapehu area. Photo: 

Mountains to Sea.


