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Double double stars for BrigadeSave ski 
group 
calls for 
MBIE 
talks

A group of Mt Ruapehu life pass holders (LPHs) is 
urging the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Em-
ployment (MBIE) to talk to them about how to save the 
mountain’s ski areas.

The ‘Save Mt Ruapehu Ski Fields Group’ (previously 
the Mt Ruapehu Shareholder and Life Pass Holders 
Group) was originally started by Rob Eller and joined 
soon after by Sam Clarkson over two years ago to ad-
vocate for more transparency and accountability from 
RAL and its board of directors.

They are now waiting on MBIE and the administrators, 
Price Waterhouse Cooper.

The Bulletin has been advised that a survey of LPHs 
from MBIE has been positive. The survey called for 
indications on whether they would be prepared to pay 
$2500 and/or $250 per year for two or three years as a 
transfer fee for their passes to a new company.

The results of this and a separate survey by PwC to 
other potential financial supporters went to Cabinet on 
Monday and the outcome of this is expected later this 
week.

The Save Mt Ruapehu Ski Fields Group is now rep-
resented by 11 dedicated life pass holders and includes 
knowledgeable and experienced business people, ski club 

More than 180 years of volunteer service to 
help keep people safe was marked at a function 
hosted by the Ohakune Volunteer Fire Brigade 
on Saturday at the Ruapehu College Hall.

Four volunteers were presented with Gold 
Star medals, two of them being Double Gold 
Stars, while one received his Fire and Emergen-
cy New Zealand  Long Service Good Conduct 
medal for 28 years’ service.

Alan Murdie and Bruce Thompson received 
Double Gold Stars marking at least 50 years’ 
service each, while John ‘Luigi’ Hotter and 
Steven Dowman received Gold Stars, marking 
at least 25 years’ service each. 

Some of the Gold Star presentations have 
been delayed for various reasons, including the 
pandemic. So with Alan Murdie having served 
54 years and Bruce Thompson 56 years, the 

five awards recipients totalled around 180 years 
of service.

Most of the recipients are from families who 
have members that have also served on the 
brigade, or are still serving, with generations 
of volunteers represented.

The double Gold Star is a relatively new 
medal. Previously, it was not possible to serve 
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Gold Star recipients and their wives, from left: Steve and Rosalie Dowman, Jude and Luigi Hotter, Lesley and Bruce 
Thompson, Alan and Karen Murdie and Simon and Sarah Sefton.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, 
foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. 
Spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual get 
togethers or special occasions. Open everyday except 
Wednesdays from 5pm.

Eating out in the

Ruapehu 
District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg – with a great craft beer and wine 
selection. With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good 
quality free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar 
for our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast 
and delicious brunch cocktails in the Matterhorn, Monday to 
Friday 7am – 10am and 7am – 10.30am Saturday & Sunday. The 
Powderkeg is open everyday, from 4pm – late on weekdays and 
3pm – late on weekends.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
Junction Market 3 December
Raetihi Christmas Parade 10 December
Powderkeg Summer Sessions - Christmas Appeal ....
 10 December

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Healthcare ‘trumpet’ 
needs new members

leaders and locals with connections to Iwi, 
mayors and MP’s, says one of the group, 
Richard Neeson, a local business owner.

Mt Ruapehu Alpine Lifts Ltd is now 
in voluntary administration, a process in 
which the solvency, revenue and possible 
recapitalization of the business is being 
sought to ensure the ski fields continue to 
trade and prevent going into liquidation. 

According to the ‘Save Mt Ruapehu 
Ski Fields Group’, the winter revenue 
loss from Whakapapa and Turoa ski 
fields would be between approximately 
$89.6m and $115.2m, with a further loss 
of approximately $39.4m to $50.6m of 
local income.  

“Thousands of jobs would also be 
affected.”

The group says that in addition, it would 
likely cost the taxpayer over $100m to 
remove all the assets on the mountain 
and return it to its natural condition, as it 
will revert to DOC as concession issuers.

The life pass Facebook page and pub-
lic Facebook page now have over 6000 
members.

“MBIE have recently sent a survey to 
life pass holders asking if they will con-
tribute to recapitalizing a new company. 
This is the first engagement by MBIE and 
the voluntary administrators with the life 
pass holders to explore crowd funding 
options.

“Our group has made it clear from the 
start of the process over a month ago that 
we are ready to engage and provide capi-
tal,” says Richard Neeson. 

“We have been disappointed it has 
taken this long. Life passes have provided 

capital for the last 50 years of RAL’s 68 
years of operation and we believe it still 
relevant now more than ever.

“We are very frustrated with the process 
and have launched an urgent petition, 
which now has over 2500 signatures and 
growing. This will be presented to PWC 
and MBIE asking them to meaningfully 
engage with our group.”

They have provided PWC with a survey 
of the group indicating they have people 
willing to contribute towards the con-
tinued operations of the assets and have 
also provided a proposed new company 
structure and subsequent financial fore-
casts to provide guidance on how the new 
company can trade into a stable future. 

“The key message from our group is 
that MBIE and PWC need to engage with 
us as the life pass holders elected repre-
sentatives to find a pathway to protecting 
the assets and securing a stable and profit-
able future.

“We believe the ski fields are a regional 
asset that provides employment, revenue, 
joy and happiness to thousands of users 
and visitors to the Ruapehu region. This 
makes them worthy of MBIE’s support 
in order to traverse these difficult times.

“There is no question operating a ski 
business on Mt Ruapehu is extremely 
challenging. However, the group believes 
a community ownership model helps 
reflect the deep, enduring and personal 
connection to the mountain and will ul-
timately create a successful outcome.”

More information, as well as the peti-
tion is on their website www.savemtrua-
pehu.org.nz

From Page 1

Save ski group calls for 
MBIE talks

Te Pūkāea – the Te Whatu Ora Whanganui consumer 
engagement council who meet with the community to 
gain valuable feedback on health care services – is seek-
ing new members.

“The name ‘Te Pūkāea’ was gifted by our Kaumātua 
John Maihi and means ‘trumpet carrying the voice of 
the people’,” says a spokesperson from Te Whatu Ora 
Whanganui.

“Te Pūkāea is made up of people from our community 
with various health care experiences who meet once a 
month to provide governance to Te Whatu Ora Whanganui, 
that is centred from a patient and whānau view.”

The spokesperson said governance is the term given to 
their workplace and business practices, processes and the 
policies that help guide Te Whatu Ora Whanganui “in the 
right direction”.

“Te Pūkāea wants to invite more people to become part 
of this vital korero. 

“Interested parties are invited to add their voice to the 
design and function of equitable (equal quality service 
for all), effective whānau/patient-centred health services 
in our Whanganui rohe.”

Te Whatu Ora says ideal candidates to support this 
mahi are: 

• Community members who have used the hospital and 
health care services.

• Community members with long term conditions.
• Whānau of community members using hospital and 

health care services
• Members of organisations and community partners 

of the services.
“If you are available to lend your voice and have a keen 

interest in working alongside those who develop policy and 
procedure to care for our people, you are warmly invited 
to meet with Te Pūkāea at an informative hui.”

The initial Consumer Engagement Hui is on Friday 
16 December 2022, in the hospital lecture theatre, from 
5.30pm to 7pm, with light refreshments being provided 
at the end of the korero.

Anyone who would like to participate in this type of 
work but cannot attend this meeting is asked to email 
Dianne.Kerr@wdhb.org.nz. 

Another hui is planned for Waimarino in the new year.

Carrot flying fox flies up

The team building the Ohakune Carrot Adventure Park’s latest activity – a double flying fox – 
set up another pole to carry the cables last week. The poles for the other end are already in 
place and can be seen about 50 metres away, to the right of the ute. They hope to have the 
facility up and running in time for the school holidays. 
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Competitions:
Best Costume (Villain and Hero)

Art (Ages: 0-11, 12-17, 18+)
Karaoke (Ages: 0-11, 12-17, 18+)

Best Float

Stalls available: food and craft stalls

Free Games:
Paint Ball, Archery, Giant Chess, Giant Jenga, 

Mini Golf and much much more!

Live music – Raffles – Fun For All!
Finishing with the Santa Parade

For more information see
www.raetihi.nz

Or contact the following:
Stalls - Kay Henare - 027 924 7252

Art Competition - Mark Taylor - 021 246 0849
General enquiries - Vivienne Hoeta - 022 658 8320

Owhango calendar 
to raise funds to 
help critters 

Cat clause kicks in tomorrow
All Ruapehu cats older than six months 

will now need to be de-sexed, micro-
chipped and on the New Zealand Compan-
ion Animal Register, following Council’s 
recent bylaw review.

Executive manager regulatory and cus-
tomer services Warrick Zander said that 
during the Bylaw consultation the proposed 
regulation changes covering cats received 
a significant amount of feedback with 
double the number of submitters in favour 
of tighter controls than against.

“People told us they wanted to see regu-
lation to help with stray and feral cats, local 
cat rescue services being overwhelmed, the 
dumping of unwanted cats/kittens and to 
help reduce impacts on our wildlife.

“The implementation of de-sexing, 
microchipping and registration brings Rua-
pehu in-line with many other districts and 
are considered part of being a responsible 
pet owner,” he said.

“Council feels the new regulations 
are good for cats, cat owners and the 
community.”

Female cats can start having kittens from 
the age of five months and have up to four 
litters of six kittens every year, resulting in 
a lot of unwanted litters and wider prob-
lems, says Zander.

“In addition to reducing unwanted litters 
and feral cats preying on our wildlife de-
sexing means your cat is less likely to roam 

and have an accident, and is less likely to 
fight with other cats, which often leads to 
injury, infection and vet bills.

“Microchipping and registering your 
cat means it can be easily identified and 
returned to you if it is lost, disorientated or 
during a civil defence emergency.”

Mr Zander noted that Council was not 
about to start seizing cats or fining people 
who do not immediately comply with the 
new regulations.
Cat education

“Our focus is very much on educating 
people and highlighting the many benefits 
of de-sexing, microchipping and registra-
tion of cats.

“If we find out you have a cat that isn’t 
compliant we’ll remind you of the require-
ments as well as provide some guidance on 
how to achieve this.”

People with old cats or medical condi-
tions can also get an exemption certificate 
through their vet.

“While Council recognizes that the cost 
of compliance may be a barrier for some 
people, local vets have vouchers to help 
low income households or owners can 
take their cats to the SPCA annual ‘Snip 
and Chip’ event to be de-sexed and micro-
chipped at a significantly discounted rate.”

More information is available on Coun-
cil’s website ruapehudc.govt.nz or by 
searching #RuapehuCats on Facebook.

As Ruapehu cats don’t stay in bed all day, they are now required to be de-sexed, microchipped 
and on the New Zealand Companion Animal Register following Council’s recent bylaw review.

Indigenous wildlife around Ow-
hango are in for more support, with 
a calendar for 2023 now on sale to 
raise funds to help protect the envi-
ronment at the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve.

Owhango Alive Inc have pro-
duced the calendar, which features 
photography by local amateur 
and professional photographers, 
designed by Jack Faulkner of The 
Cabin Supply Co based in Ow-
hango, and printed by Taumarunui’s 
Vivid Signs.

“Many who have purchased 
our calendars in the past will be 
delighted to know our calendar for 
2023 is now for sale – an excellent 
gift and a useful item for the home 
or office,” says Peter Brennan from 

Owhango Alive. 
“Owhango Alive volunteers are 

out every week, clearing weeds and 
trapping pests. The work is so valu-
able and the forest, after 11 years of 
work, is responding. 

“Recently, a Kiwi was sighted in 
the Ohinetonga. Kaka have been 
heard in the treetops, weweia/
dabchick (NZ Grebe) nested in the 
lagoon and the whio numbers are 
stable and increasing on the Whaka-
papa River.”

Calendars cost $25 and can be or-
dered via email to owhangoalive@
yahoo.com. 

They will also be available for 
sale at the Owhango Hall and Tau-
marunui Train Station markets on 
4 December.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
7. New Zealand aviation pioneer who was 
a contemporary of the Wright Brothers 
(7,6)
8. Item for an aquatic sport (8)
9. Spend time ineffectually, ___ about (4)
10. William (Maori) (6)
12. Items (6)
14. Pastry that is the subject of an annual 
competition in NZ (3)
15. Turn upside down (6)
17. Place of safety (6)
19. Footwear (4)
21. Fragile (8)
23. New Zealand’s most famous steam 
train (8,5)

Down
1. Obsessive interest (8)
2. Breathe audibly (6)
3/5. Minister of Justice, Broadcasting 
and Immigration who resigned from 
parliament and left politics in June 2022 
(4,6)
4. Fast runner (8)
5. See 3
6. Not likely (colloq) (2,2)
11. Fashionable (2-2-4)
13. Ambitious, enterprising person (2-6)
16. Get up and go (6)
18. Superficial (6)
20. Extinct New Zealand bird (4)
22. Touch down (4)

THE       CROSSWORD

Previous solution
Across: 1. Flagship, 7. Raoul, 8. Cartridge, 9. Rap, 10/11. Toni Street, 13. 
Wheeler-dealer, 15. Domain, 16. Knit, 18. Flu, 20. Gravy boat, 21. Range, 22. 
Sentence. 
Down: 1. Facet, 2. Arrange, 3. Sore, 4. Indeterminate, 5. Court, 6. Flipper, 7. 
Referee, 12. Plumage, 13. Welfare, 14. Lincoln, 15. Dunny, 17. Title, 19. Cyst.
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45 Clyde Street, Ohakune.
Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community 
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Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, 
National Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding 

rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
 Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support 

phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice
 Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com  or phone 06-385-

3253 and leave a message.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui)
 Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service
 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 

06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. 
Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty 
chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
 Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres
 Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
 06-385-9580
Plunket Society 
 Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-

6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross
 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune
 0210 434 161
Ruapehu REAP
 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens
 Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John
 In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre
  0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre
 Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library
 waimarinotoylibrary@hotmail.com
Women’s Refuge
 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384
Ruapehu Mayor
 Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board
 Board members: Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 

021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. Janelle Hinch (RDC 
rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha 

Rudkin 027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; 
Oriwia Wanakore 027-222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-
353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-

07657; Kay Henare 027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  
Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to 
keep it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you 
see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Surviving changing climates
• Ruapehu business people who are about to encounter 

extreme economic forces could learn from the crew of 
the Tahitian voyaging waka Takitimu. While searching 
for greenstone off the coast of South Westland, they en-
countered a very cold front for the first time: “Whakataka 
tō hou ki te uru; whakataka tō hou ki te tonga,”Your wind 
turns to the west, your wind turns to the south.”

These well-known lines are from a Ngai Tahu karakia, 
“Tūā Tūā,” published in Governor Grey’s “Ko Nga Mote-
atea” in 1854. (tinyurl.com/tuatua)

The seafarers survived because they had designed, 
built, and tested their big waka to deal with extremes, and 
because they were skilled sailors “e nguha mai ana” who 
kept fighting fiercely and intelligently.

Our Ruapehu economic “waka” is also about to encoun-
ter never previously experienced extremes. Explosions in 
global population and travel are continually creating and 
spreading new diseases and increasingly harmful green-
house gases, while capitalist greed has created a financial 
borrowing bubble that is about to burst.

The karakia ends with “Ao ake te ra, he tio, he keo, he 
hauhunga.” 

Unfortunately, our Ruapehu sun is going to rise less 
and less on a world of ice, snowy peaks and frost. But it 
is going to rise on a world with a lot less money for ski 
weekends and on a lot more pandemic lockdowns, courtesy 
of our feckless tourist industry.

It will be interesting to see if the captains of our good 
ship Ruapehu continue to rely on chairlifts and grass to 
survive these coming atmospheric and financial storms. 

Or will they take a proverbial “toki nui, toki roa,” to 
upgrade their skills and fight fiercely to carve out more ap-
propriate and robust sources of income from these centrally 
located, richly diversified lands of ours? 

John Archer, Ohakune
Save Mt Ruapehu with rates?

• Mark Sandiford (Letters, 23 November) is suggesting 
a targeted rate to Ruapehu District ratepayers.

Understanding the make-up of the new Council, this is 
not going to happen, as well as the fact we are in what is 
known as a high deprivation area. 

In any event, the striking of rates takes place in June 
and the collection starts from there in instalments and 
would take years to accumulate. The task for the Volun-
tary Administrator is to find cash now to save the skifield 
operations. The Save Mt Ruapehu campaign is a vitally 
important part of the process.

RDC has, what I thought was quite brave, invested 

$500,000 towards the construction of the Sky Waka in 
2018. It did this without any extra impost on its ratepayers. 
It sold an out-of-area investment in forestry and was able 
to use those proceeds as a regional development initiative 
for a year-round and sustainable project to support local 
businesses and employment. 

Council’s commitment together with Taupo District 
Council and the iwi consortium’s contribution were es-
sential to get the MBIE investment over the line. A great 
achievement. 

The funding was for ten years and is not due until 
2028. Council’s objective is to ensure the security of its 
investment. 

In addition, the mayor, CE and some councillors are 
engaged in a series of meetings with government ministers 
to ensure the government is fully briefed and engaged as 
well as looking at wider support in terms of diversification 
and marketing.

Given the enthusiastic support to the Save Ruapehu 
campaign, I am optimistic we can get the Sky Waka and 
Knoll Ridge Café running for summer and operations for 
the 2023 winter season.

Save Mt Ruapehu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/648449599995218
Murray Wilson

No more WOFs
• It is with regret that I have to announce that due to 

circumstances out of my control, NZTA has decided to 
revoke Len’s Warrant of Fitness licence to operate as a 
WOF inspector, due to his lack of mobility.

Therefore, my workshop is closed until further notice.
Len has worked here since 1 October 2012. 
We both wish to thank our customers for their loyalty 

and support over these 10 years.
I wish Len well in his retirement – he will be truly 

missed.
Christine Reynolds, BP2Go Ohakune

42 Traverse blocked

A 150m section of the 42 Traverse has washed away in a recent 
rainstorm and the Department of Conservation advises that the track 
will be closed until further notice. “Please be aware that this is a major 
slip, substantial enough to render the area impassable to all users. 
Walkers, cyclists, quad bikes and 4WDs cannot get through,” says DOC.

Letters

Hey kids – need 
extra pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliveres in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06 385 8532.
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Responsible 
cat ownership 
in Ruapehu.

From 1 December, if your cat* is 
six months or older, it must be: 
• desexed, 
• microchipped and 
• registered on the New Zealand 

Companion Animal Register. 
*unless you are a registered cat breeder or your cat has a vet exemption for    
    a medical reason or age.

These changes bring Ruapehu inline with many other parts of 
New Zealand and are considered part of being a responsible 
pet owner. They were adopted by Council following the recent 
review of its consolidated Ruapehu Bylaw. 

Many people told us they wanted to see greater controls for cats 
to help with; stray and feral cats, local cat rescue services being 
overwhelmed, the dumping of unwanted cats/kittens and to 
help reduce impacts on our wildlife.

Desexing has a lot of benefits including; fewer unwanted litters 
and feral cats preying on our wildlife, your cat is less likely to 
roam and get run-over, and less likely to fight with other cats 
which often leads to injury and infection (and vet bills!)

Microchipping and registering your cat means it can be easily 
identified and returned to you. This can be very useful during a 
civil defence emergency.

More info.
• See Council’s website: ruapehudc.govt.nz 
• or use the QR code to go there direct
• Search: #RuapehuCats on Facebook

Merrilyn’s fabric art 
recalls rail history

Sky Waka vertical challenge canned
Victory Events has announced the “disappoint-

ing but necessary” decision to cancel the new Sky 
Waka Vertical Challenge, the opening event of the 
Ruapehu Trail Festival to be held in March 2023.

The Ruapehu Trail Festival is still going ahead 
as planned, featuring the Ring of Fire and Tussock 
Traverse events, says organiser Jason Cameron 
from Victory Events.
Uncertainty

The Sky Waka Vertical Challenge was launched 
in September 2022 and was awarded three-year 
funding from the Thermal Explorer Highway 
Regional Events Fund. It was also enabled by 
additional support from Mount Ruapehu as a new 
summer event opportunity.

“The ongoing uncertainty facing Ruapehu Al-
pine Lifts (administrators appointed), the current 
operating company for the Sky Waka and their 
financial situation, means the Sky Waka Vertical 
Challenge is not currently viable to deliver this 
summer,” says Cameron. 

“Whilst we are incredibly disappointed that we 
can’t deliver this ground-breaking adventure trail 
running opportunity within the festival, we are 
optimistic there will be a future solution where 
we can focus once again on bringing this exhila-
rating event to life for intrepid Kiwi adventurers 
and the world over.”
New location announced soon

The well-established and popular Ring of Fire 

and Tussock Traverse events will still go ahead 
on the weekend of 11-12 March 2023.

The Ring of Fire award ceremony was planned 
to be staged in the Knoll Ridge Café, accessed 
by the Sky Waka on the morning of Sunday 12 
March 2023. Alternative arrangements are now 
being sought for the ceremony. 
Alternative

“We will soon announce alternative plans 
for this special occasion and we are determined 
that it will be an experience that celebrates the 
achievements of all competitors and connects 
them with the natural and spiritual environment 
of magnificent Tongariro,” said Cameron.

“I hope that we may still be able to involve the 

amazing facilities of the Whakapapa Ski Area 
in some way with the Ruapehu Trail Festival. 
We will certainly be monitoring this, and trying 
to encourage festival goers to experience the 
mountain outside of the festival if it’s possible.

“We are also working hard to ensure that the 
remaining events in the Ruapehu Trail Festival, 
including the iconic Tussock Traverse and Ring of 
Fire events on Saturday 11 March are better than 
ever. We thank all of our entrants and supporters 
for their continued support of the events and can’t 
wait to host everyone in the majestic Tongariro 
National Park in late summer. 

“Stay connected for more updates.”

Local teacher and artist, Merrilyn George, 
has had a major work accepted for the 2022 
Pattillo Whanganui Arts Review, on show at 
the Sarjeant Gallery in Whanganui until 26 
February 2023.

The Review is open to any artist living 
in the wider Whanganui region including 
Ruapehu and Rangitikei, with 212 entries this 
year, of which 133 were selected to be in the 
exhibition. 

The judge for the 2022 Review was Dr 
Chelsea Nichols, senior curator at the Dowse 
Art Museum Lower Hutt.

The Review is New Zealand’s longest-
running open community arts review.

Mrs George’s work, titled Turongo – The 
Central Rail, is a study of engineering mastery 

of viaducts, tunnels and spiral, in a rugged 
landscape – the ‘no licence’ King Country. 

Also, the seven woollen, cotton and silk 
panels depict symbols telling of shady land 
dealings, food sources lost; navvies’ work and 
play (2up), coach transport, gradient profile 
and deaths in the making.

Mrs George says there remain difficult ques-
tions including why; many broken promises; 
the image of a North American First Nations 
chief on the wheelbarrow to collect the first 
turned sod; and the promised name Turongo. 

Silk organdie extensions have machine-
stitched letters written to the Native Ministers 
of the time, giving them “a piece of my mind”. 

Mrs George said the work took over 200 
hours to make. Merrilyn George and her work Turongo – The Central Rail.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

A ski area 

plan by 

Christmas

Hills alive with young runners

Waimarino Primary School boys head off after the start of their cross country race at Orautoha School on 

Friday. Schools from around the area converged on Orautoha for the annual event – this year dominated by 

Ohakune Primary School. See inside for more. Photo: Rebecca Mead.

The administrators of the finan-

cially troubled Ruapehu Alpine 

Lifts have said they are working 

on a plan to put together a ‘new 

vehicle’ to run the Whakapapa and 

Tūroa ski areas.

Administrator John Fisk told 

Radio New Zealand  yesterday that 

the ANZ and the Government have 

provided a $4m loan to retain staff 

and carry out maintenance work on 

the fields so they are ready for the 

2023 snow season.

“This gives us time to put to-

gether a plan for the best possible 

opportunity to open again in 2023,” 

he said.
“We’ve made some good 

progress.”
This will allow them to retain 

staff and prepare the ski season, 

including carrying out maintenance 

needed, especially on Tūroa.

He said there are about 60 staff 

still employed and that they need 

them to stay, that they have a lot of 

institutional knowledge on how to 

run the ski areas.

“The loan gives us some breath-

ing space.”
He said Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 

would not be viable in future and 

a new plan would not involve the 

company.
“We’re not going to be handing 

the company back to the existing 

shareholders and management. 

There’s just too much debt in the 

company.”
It will be ultimately up to credi-

tors to accept the proposal that 

the administrators put together, or 

liquidate the company.

Mr Fisk said they are negotiat-

ing with all stakeholders including 

local iwi, the Department of Con-

servation, local district councils 

and the government, as well as Life 

Pass Holders.

Asked about the prospect of Life 

Pass Holders providing financial 

support, Mr Fisk said they are “ab-

solutely key” to the process.

He also said a season pass sale, 

possibly in February or March, will 

be needed to help fund the 2023 

season operations.

Other possible investors include 

local businesses and some South 

Island ski area operators.

Mr Fisk said they haven’t yet 

gone out to those parties but there 

has been some enquiries and that 

“they could be part of the future”.

Mr Fisk said they are “very much 

focussed” on the ski areas continu-

ing to operate.

They were looking for a long-

term solution to the operation of 

the ski area.

Waiata 

rocks 
Ruapehu 

meeting

P3

Pink 
Ribbon 

lunch a 

winner
P4

Rainbow 

warriors 

at the 
Museum

P5

National 

squash 

champs 

win
P8

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 November 2022 • 1

9 November 2022, 

Issue No 1937

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

First sod turned on Ruapehu 

emergency base 
Construction begins on the Central Plateau Emergency 

Management Facility in National Park Village this week, 

following a small ceremony at the site on Monday.

The trustees of the Ruapehu Emergency Services Chari-

table Trust (RESCT) said they are thrilled to announce 

that after almost four years of planning and fundraising, 

construction is starting on stage one of the Central Plateau 

Emergency Management Facility. 

“While further funding is required to complete the build-

ing, this is a huge milestone for the project,” said Conrad 

Smith, RESCT chair.

Construction began on Monday with a site blessing by 

iwi and mana whenua for the site, Uenuku, led by Aiden 

Gilberd. 
Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton was also in attendance 

to show his support for the project, doing the ceremonial 

sod turning with the digger. 

This stage of construction will see the building com-

pleted to a lockable shell, explained Mr Smith.

Faster, more effective 

When fully funded and operational, the 288 square 

metre facility will provide “a modern incident control 

point, training space, equipment store, and staging area” 

for Search and Rescue (SAR) and emergency manage-

ment in the Central Plateau. It will be the future home of 

the Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation, Ruapehu Land 

Search and Rescue Group, and Ruapehu Civil Defence.

“This development will enable much faster, better co-

ordinated and more effective responses to emergencies 

for our communities and visitors alike,” says Mr Smith. 

“It will be an absolute game-changer for emergency 

management in the Ruapehu District – we are all really 

excited to be at this point.”

The building site is on Buddo Street in National Park 

Village on the edge of the National Park School field. The 

location was chosen for its centrality to best serve the SAR 

and emergency management needs of the whole district. 
At the sod-turning on Monday morning, from left, Jon McQueen (special trust advisor), Trust members Graeme Swift, 

Conrad Smith, Theo Chapman and Andy Hoyle with rescue dog Echo, with Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton. Trust member 

Andy Chambers is absent. inset: a drawing of the emergency facility.

Turn to Page 2
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New Ohakune 

rail bridges, 

after years-

long wait
Replacement of the one-lane timber rail 

over-bridge on Ruapehu Road, Ohakune, 

is due to get underway later this month 

with completion expected in around seven 

months in June 2023.

Work has already started clearing scrub 

from around the old bridge abutments, as 

well as moving power cables.

The bridge will be closed to all traffic for 

most of the construction period and people 

will be required to take alternative routes.

Preliminary work

Infrastructure manager Vini Dutra said 

that there was a lot of preliminary work 

needed before work on replacing the actual 

bridge begins.

“Off-site, the manufacturing of the steel 

superstructure and pre-casting of the bridge 

deck units is well underway and on-site 

preliminary work has started on moving 

nearby power poles to allow the large 

construction equipment to operate.”

Work is also underway on preparing for 

the replacement of the Mangateitei Road 

rail over-bridge in Rangataua, which will 

follow on after the Ruapehu Rd bridge 

works are finished.

“We are currently working with Kiwi-

Rail and The Lines Company to mover 

power lines impacting on the Mangateitei 

Road bridge construction site,” he said.

Well overdue

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton said 

that the replacement of both old wooden 

bridges was well overdue with their speed 

and weight safety restrictions having a 

significant impact on local growers and 

contractors with a flow-on impact on eco-

nomic activity.

“Council has been working to replace 

these bridges for some time, having bud-

geted our local share of the replacement 

cost in our last Long Term Plan.

“Ideally Council would love to acceler-

ate our bridge renewal programme, but 

without the co-investment from Waka 

Kotahi NZTA in these inflationary times 

when we have committed to meeting 

legislated water quality upgrades, this just 

isn’t possible.

Rural problem

“This issue highlights the problem that 

many rural councils like Ruapehu are fac-

ing who have a number of old bridges built 

in the early half of last century, to open 

up agricultural production that are now in 

need of replacement.
Turn to Page 2

After waiting many years, work has started on replacing two rickety century old bridges over the 

Main Trunk Railway line. 

Ruapehu man unaware 

of million dollar win

Imagine being a millionaire for 

two months and not knowing about 

it. That was one Ruapehu man’s 

reality until late last week when he 

received a phone call from Lotto NZ.

In mid-September, the man logged 

into his MyLotto account to grab a 

ticket before the draw that night – and 

that was the last time he logged in 

until he received a call from Lotto 

NZ’s Winner’s team almost two 

months later.

“I usually buy my ticket from my 

local store – I like to support them, 

but that night I had left it too late to 

get there, so I quickly logged in and 

bought my ticket online.

“I don’t usually use MyLotto, so I 

completely forgot that I had a ticket 

on there. I probably wouldn’t have 

checked it till the next time I left it 

too late to get to the shop,” he joked.

But a phone call late last week 

prompted him to log in and check 

his ticket.
“I got a call from Lotto NZ, and 

they asked if I had checked my online 

tickets recently – to be honest I was 

Turn to Page 2
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List your property exclusively with 

Bayleys Ruapehu by 31 October 2022 and 

we’ll help take the stress out of preparing 

your home for sale, by contributing $600 

towards getting your property ready for  

the market*. 

For terms and conditions please visit 

bit.ly/Bayleys-Ruapehu-Spring or   

call 06 385 0170. 

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008 

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Creditors 

presented 

with skifields 

survival plan
A survival plan for Mt Ruapehu’s ski 

areas of Whakapapa and Tūroa was put 

to creditors at meetings held in Auckland, 

Wellington and at Whakapapa on Friday, 

linked via Zoom.

“We’re hopeful that we’ll be able to an-

nounce something soon, and hopefully, it’ll 

be something that’s attractive to people,” 

said administrator John Fisk.

On Friday morning the administrators 

received court approval 

to extend the standard 

25-day period for hold-

ing a watershed meet-

ing out to 9 May 2023.

“The issues are com-

plex. This will give 

us time to look for a 

solution that will be ac-

ceptable to creditors.”

They have until then to find $9million to 

run the two ski areas next winter.

“We’re working with the secured credi-

tors on addressing that, and looking at 

options in terms of season pass issues and 

things that that can be used.

Mr Fisk said at the meeting that it was 

clear that everyone wanted to see the busi-

ness continue.

“The passion that people have to see the 

operation continue was certainly notable, 

some frustrations about the past as you can 

always imagine with these sorts of things, 

but a really positive message that this is a 

really important business and people want 

to see it succeed.”

The extension would give enough time 

to consult properly and come up with an 

acceptable plan to put to creditors, which 

would be better than the outcome achieved 

by going into liquidation, said Mr Fisk.

“We can’t afford to do that. It would 

be bad for everyone including the 

Government.”

He said if the com-

pany were to go into 

liquidation, the cost of 

removing the lifts from 

the mountain would fall 

on the Government and 

would be around $100 

million and “be years 

of work”. 

The administrators’ aim will be to open 

for winter 2023 – both Tūroa and Wha-

papapa – and with a summer sightseeing 

operation with the Sky Waka and to “get 

the business into a new vehicle” – not the 

current Ruapehu Alpine Lifts company as 

it is now. The new vehicle would need to 

allow more flexibility in its operations both 

on and off the mountain.

Tourism Minister Stuart Nash has called 

for RAL to diversify to cope with poor 

snow years, but the RAL company con-

“The passion that 

people have to 

see the operation 

continue was 

certainly notable.”

Turn to Page 2

100th enviroschool welcomed

Children at Kākātahi School grade last year’s sunflower seeds ready for planting in the school 

garden. Kākātahi is the 100th ‘enviroschool’ for the Horizons region. See inside for details.
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 13 Ti Kouka Place

667sqm 4 1

Asking Price $520,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

The red door will open

potential

Upon entering through the red door you will be

enchanted with this original character two-story

chalet with delightful wood paneling throughout.

Meanwhile, the recently repainted exterior gives the

classic chalet a fresh look.

The functional downstairs living includes a practical

kitchen with a server window to the dining room, cosy

living area with fitted corner seating, a feature brick

wall with a bookshelf, a TV unit, and an efficient free-

standing wood burner.

bayleys.co.nz/2900558

NEW LISTING

Raetihi 7 Duncan Street

1,025sqm

Asking Price $105,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

The search is over

Offering all-day sun and located on an elevated site,

this property has what it takes to get you started on

the property ladder. The 1,025sqm (more or less),

mostly flat section proudly overlooks rural views of

Raetihi.

This appealing site comes covenant free, opening the

doors to multiple possibilities whether you want to

build or relocate your dream home - the choice is

yours. Within close proximity to the Raetihi township,

the local school, cafes, and shops.

bayleys.co.nz/2900559

One hundred free 
Kid entries for 
Ruapehu children

The Goat competitor Mercedes Sanchez with a “kid”. Young potential goats will be able to take 
part in a trail run – The Kid – next January.

In its 19th year, the annual Goat Ton-
gariro Adventure Run to be staged on 
Saturday 21 January 2023 will have a new 
event offering.

Its namesake, The Kid, presented by the 
Ohakune Events Charitable Trust (OECT), 
is a 3.2km adventure run for children under 
16 years that will take place at the end of 
the day on the Mangawhero Loop Track, 
starting and finishing from Ngāti Rangi’s 
Te Urunga property at the bottom of the 
Ohakune Mountain Road.

Victory Events managing director 
Jason Cameron said one hundred entries 
will soon be distributed through primary 
schools and Kura throughout the Ruapehu 

region.
“We are super excited to be providing an 

opportunity for local and visiting children 
to have their own unique experience on 
Goat Day. I can’t wait to see the kids hav-
ing fun, taking on a challenge with all the 
Goats there in support. It’s going to be an 
amazing occasion for the next generation.”

Every Kid finisher will receive a limited-
edition finishers medal, an event gift, and 
an edible treat to celebrate their achieve-
ment. All Kids will get to mix and mingle 
with The Goat mascot and other friends.

More information and online entry 
can be found at www.thegoat.co.nz/
the-kid-tongariro-info/

Summer tomorrow, stay warm!

Central Districts Police reminded people on social media that tomorrow 
is the official start of summer – ironically with a photo of one of their 
patrol cars at Whakapapapa last week surrounded by snow.
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Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
• Plumbing & Drainlaying
• Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
• Fires & Solar 
• 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $68, trailers $45
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, ATV’s, side-by-side

• Batteries
You might have seen the for sale sign on our 
site, yes the building is for sale but Ruapehu 

Motors is not and we are here to stay

Cnr Seddon St & Valley Rd, Raetihi
wanganuitoyota.co.nz
Right here in Raetihi

Retail & Homekill Butchery

Ph 07 895 7570

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 - 5.30
and Saturdays 8.30 - 1.00

109 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
butchery@absolutemeats.co.nz

Fencing

Ph 027 366 9125

Experts ~ at your service

Getting down to business 
at Ruapehu College

 

0800 Whaea Deb
Debbie.ngarewa-packer@parliament.govt.nz

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer MP

 

Authorised by Debbie Ngarewa - Packer, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

DEBBIE NGAREWA-PACKER 
LIST MP OF TE TAI HAUĀURU

If you would like tautoko 
please contact us 

Pupils at Ruapehu College have been 
“getting down to business” over this 
week and next, with all Year 9 and 10 
pupils taking part in their Business and 
Industry sessions.

The aim is to get pupils to start think-
ing about possible career options. 

Speakers from various professions 
throughout the community and beyond 
have been invited to present to these 
students on what they could expect if 
they were to pursue these professions 
as a career choice.

“The College is very grateful to the 
community who have volunteered their 
time to come and talk to the students 
about what they could possibly do 
in their future working lives,” says 
Leba Phillips, gateway/STAR/careers 
co-ordinator.

Hannah Swift rolls out a fire hose, with her mother Marilla Swift, a 
volunteer support officer at Fire and Emergency, looking on. Photos: 
Kerren Dixon.

Kaylee Paul, at left and Katie Rutland learn about CPR from 
emergency services.
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Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Services

Ph 027 208 1224

Stump grinding
Mowing solutions

Tree work
Section clearing

Grounds maintenance
Contact Andrew

andrew.peters1@hotmail.com

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

Call Luke for a free quote

Insulation

0800 327 946

Plasterer

Ph 0272 412 928

Trevor Scott Plastering
Gib fixing

Plastering
Painting

Vacuum sanding
Free Quotes

trevskihard@gmail.com

Ph 021 0263 4206

52 Seddon St, Raetihi
admin@matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying
For all your Plumbing,

Gasfitting & Drainlaying needs

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

HAYCO STOCKFEEDS

Standing grass 
wanted to buy this 

summer

0800 926 315  email: neildrury@xtra.co.nz

Insulation Subsidies
Call Easy Insulation

0800 327 946

GRAzING WANTED for 
dairy weaners and heifers. 
Contact Bryan 027 4154 122.

GRAZInG
WAnTED

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE

buSInESS 
nOTICES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
021 055 4794 or Thomas 
027-358-4898 for prices.

FIREWOOD THE 
WOODSHED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

SPRING FLUSH
L&C Bennett 

Covering the Waimarino & Taihape Areas.
Now is the time before Christmas!

Fast and efficient cleaning of septic tanks.
We clean fresh water tanks and refill if needed. 

Get in touch with us & book your tank 
service

Phone 06 388 0452
Email: benfurn@xtra.co.nz

We endeavour to 
deliver a Bulletin to 
your letterbox every 
Wednesday – but if 

you are not receiving 
one, please let us 

know.

Email: ads@
ruapehubulletin.

co.nz

or call 06 385 8532

www.ohakune.info

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965, notice is hereby given that the Ruapehu District 
Council will close the following streets for the Raetihi Christmas 
Carnival and Parade as per the details below:

Event: Raetihi Christmas Carnival.
Road Proposed to be closed: Seddon St between Ward and 
Duncan Streets.
Date/Time: 10 December 2022, 9am to 2pm.

A detour will be avaliable via Queen and King Streets.

TEMPORARY 
ROAD CLOSURE 

Raetihi Christmas Carnival

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ohakune Brewers Limited (formerly known as Lab 
4625 Limited) has made an application to the District 
Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council for 
the issue of an On Licence in respect of the premises 
situated at 19 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune known 
as Ruapehu Brewing Company and Big Mountain 
Mead.  The general nature of the business to be 
conducted under the licence is that of a Tavern.  The 
days on which and the hours during which alcohol is 
intended to be sold under the licence are: Monday – 
Sunday 12.00pm – 9.00pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia 
Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the licence may, not later 
than 15 working days after the date of the publication 
of this notice, file a notice in writing of the objection 
with the Secretary of the District Licensing Committee 
at Ruapehu District Council, Private Bag 1001, 
Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made 
in relation to a matter other than a matter specified in 
section 105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 
2012.
This is the second publication of this notice. This notice 
was first published on 23 November 2022.

Ohakune Junction Market
3 December  10am – 1pm
First Saturday of the month during
summer. In the carpark behind
Railway Museum, 62a Thames St,
Ohakune Junction.

For stall enquiries please phone Chris 021 059 5185.

Raetihi Ohakune 
Garden Club

Last Meeting of 2022

Sunday 4 December
New members welcome.

Contact Di for venue 
and time 021 165 7343.

Teacher
Full time, permanent 

Start date: 30 January 2023 

Orautoha School is currently 
seeking a passionate and 
effective teacher who can 
demonstrate evidence of 
recent successful classroom practice. 
Strengths in high-quality literacy, numeracy 
and digital literacy skills are essential. 

Our Enviro School is looking for commitment 
to sustainability education and someone who 
is passionate about the Arts and Sciences.

The successful applicant will be NZ 
registered, display the ability to create the 
best possible learning environment, be a 
team player, and demonstrate excellence in 
leading learning. They will be working in a 
highly supportive team who are continually 
striving for excellence and provide an 
innovative, creative programme. 

If this sounds like the place for you we would 
love to hear from you. 

Applications close 9 December 2022

Email your resume and letter of application 
to Vanessa Pehi at:

application@orautoha.school.nz

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

STOCK WANTED
80-100kg Weaner Heifers
80Yrlg Dairy Beef Heifers
100 Yrlg Steers 300kg+

300kg Yrlg Bulls
250 Crypt Lambs 30kg

GRANT HALL
P: 027 596 7181 E: grant@dyerlivestock.co.nz

www.dyerlivestock.co.nz

Hey kids – need 
extra pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliveres in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06 385 8532.

HUI A TAU - AGM
Nau mai e ngā uri o Ngā Mōkai 

Papakāinga. 

18 Dec 2022
Ngā Mōkai Papakāinga

Cnr Ōruakukuru & Whangaehu Valley Rds,
Karioi, Ōhakune
Hōtaka - Agenda

12pm - Whakatau & Kai
1pm - Hui

1. Minutes of previous AGM
2. Matters arising from previous minutes
3. Financial Report
4. Trustee endorsement | Māori Land Court 

application
5. Marae Constitution
6. Maintenance and working bees
7. Fundraising
8. General business

3pm - Ka mutu

Please email ngamokai@xtra.co.nz
if you are attending.

Junior Prize Giving
Friday 9th November at 1pm

We invite our Whanau and our community 
to come and join us to celebrate our juniors 

and their achievements for 2022
 

Friday 9 December at 1pm
 Ruapehu College Hall

 

Light refreshments to follow prize giving. 
 

All welcome.

PubLIC nOTICES

SITuATIOnS VACAnT
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long enough to earn the award as volunteers 
couldn’t officially join the service until aged 
16 and had to retire at 65.

However, the rules were changed after the 
Human Rights Commission ruled that the 
service could not force people to retire at 65.

Some previous Ohakune brigade mem-
bers who served more than 50 years, 
including Johnny Nation, could not at the 
time receive a double Gold Star, so the 
Brigade struck its own medal to recognise 
the achievement.

As well as the Gold Stars, each volunteer 
received gifts and trophies from Ruapehu 
District mayor Weston Kirton, Bruce Stubbs 
(FENZ), Nigel Dravitski (FENZ Regional), 
Mati Soi (Wellington Provincial Fire Bri-
gades Association), John Rowe (Wellington 
Provincial Gold Star Association), and Don 
Roper (United Fire Brigades Association).

Steve Dowman
Steve Dowman joined the Raetihi Bri-

gade in 1992 under then chief Alex Weir, 
before moving to Ohakune in 1996, where 
he joined the Ohakune Brigade, serving 
until 2016 under two chiefs, Max Martin 
and Ben Goddard.

Steve served as chief in the brigade until 
he and wife Rosalie moved to the Waverley 
Four Square, where Steve is the current 
Brigade fire chief. He joined there after 
a year off, soon being made deputy chief.

He chose to come back to Ohakune for 
his Gold Star as he is a life member of the 
Ohakune Brigade.

His biggest highlight of his service has 
been the Ohakune Brigade “where I have 
met and made friends with so many people”.

Steve and Rosalie were joined by their 
children, Matthew, Emma, Joanna, Stevie 
and Danny.

Alan Murdie
Alan Murdie joined the Ohakune Brigade 

in 1966 and has served since then apart 
from a two-year break following a car 
crash injury.

He re-joined after the break when the 
CFO at the time asked him to take on the 
role as secretary/ treasurer, which he has 
held to this day. 

Alan has served under seven chiefs, “all 
unique in their own way”.

He and wife Karen have two children 
– Andrew and Jenny and they are another 
“fire family” – Andrew is a professional 
firefighter in Hamilton and Jenny works 
on the accounts for three different brigades, 
while her husband Craig is also a fire fighter.

Alan’s uncle Sid served on the Brigade, 
as did Alan’s brother Graham, also a Gold 
Star recipient.

Karen’s family has also been involved 
in the service – her brother Steve served 
five years in Kinloch and three years in 
Ohakune, and his daughter Emma has 
served 15 years in the Waikanae brigade. 

“All up our family has so far given a 

total of around 180 years’ service to the 
Fire Service.”

Alan says he realised early on that he 
wouldn’t have the time to “become officer 
material” so focussed on the social side of 
the Brigade.

He and Graham set up the first canteen 
and led, or helped with various activities 
including national ski racing, a “yacht 
regatta” at Lakes Reserve, the Brigade’s 
100-year celebrations, golf nationals, a Gold 
Star Association event, the annual Brigade 
Father Christmas run.

Among the highs and lows, he remembers 
the “sheer devastation that mother nature 
handed out when we went to help with the 
clean up’s after the 2004 floods at Scott’s 
Ferry, Mangamahu and Fordell”.
Bruce Thompson

Bruce Thompson joined the Brigade at 
age 26, after he had assisted at a drown-
ing event.

He continues to serve the Brigade as 
operational support fireman.

Bruce’s other community service, includ-
ing as a councillor for 32 years including 11 
years as deputy mayor, earned him a Queens 
Service Medal.

His day job on the local power company 
enabled him to take his truck to isolate 
structure fires and quickly disconnect a 
property from the grid.

He served 16 years as secretary treasurer 
of the Brigade. 

Bruce and his wife Lesley have three chil-
dren, with their son Andrew having served 
14 years on the Russell Fire Brigade. Their 
son in law Marty Webb has served more 
than 40 years on the Raetihi and Ohakune 
brigades.

Their granddaughter Teri Webb also 
serves on the Brigade.

And Bruce’s father Harry Thompson was 
an original member of the Raetihi Brigade 
in 1919.
Luigi Hotter

John ‘Luigi’ Hotter started with the Fire 
Service in 1977 as a professional fire fighter.

That service plus 20 years on the 
Ohakune Brigade makes up his total of at 
least 25 years.

As well as his wife Jude, their children 
Cam and Jess were at the function to sup-
port their Dad, with both travelling from 
Canada for the event. They were joined by 
Canadian friends too.

In his “right of reply” speech, he told the 
gathering that in the past there had been 
some very long speeches presented, but he 
aimed to make his the longest, as he dropped 
a 10cm thick folder of papers on the lecturn.

He threatened to read his daily diary from 
day one in the service, to pad out the speech.

He told the gathering that on day one 
of his recruitment course, after a couple 
of mishaps on the volleyball court at the 
fire station, a senior had said “he won’t 
last long”.

“So Willie – up yours, I’m still here.”

Double double stars for Brigade
From Page 1

Bruce Thompson. Alan Murdie

Steve Dowman. Luigi Hotter.

Simon Sefton. Duane Dixon, MC for the evening.
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Swimmers: take care before diving in after rainfall

New firearms legislation will 
relieve stress on hunters

Another King Country 
fast charger for EVs

Horizons Regional Council’s swim spot moni-
toring results have shown many river and beach 
sites are currently not suitable for swimming or 
collecting kai, following recent heavy rainfall 
across the region.

Indicators that determine the grading for swim 
spots, which is E.coli for freshwater sites and En-
terococci at coastal sites, can increase significantly 
with high rainfall as contaminants from urban and 
rural settings are washed into waterways.

Horizons science manager Elizabeth Daly says 
it is important that the public continue to review 
the Land Air Water Aotearoa (LAWA) website 
www.lawa.org.nz for the most up to date results 
and suitability for swimming at all sites.

“An example of this is Waitārere Beach in 

Horowhenua and Kai Iwi Beach in Whanganui, 
which have shown high levels of Enterococci this 
week and resulted in a no swimming status for the 
sites,” she says.

“The region has experienced a decent amount 
of rain over the past week, so although it might be 
a beautiful day at your swim spot, it is important 
to remember that a location at the bottom of the 
catchment can be affected by rainfall upstream. 
It’s really important to always check the water is 
clear before getting in.

“This may take some time depending on fore-
casted weather and river conditions.

“Enterococci is a naturally occurring bacteria 
found in the gut of humans and animals and at 
high levels indicates a health risk to people when 

swimming or participating in other water related 
activities.

In addition to Enterococci at coastal sites, our 
science team monitors for potentially toxic algae 
(Cyanobacteria) and E.coli at freshwater sites such 
as rivers and lakes.

“Water quality samples from swim spots are 
sent to an independent accredited lab for testing.

“Results are received within 48 hours and are 
updated on the LAWA website, www.lawa.org.
nz. Interactive maps show each of the swim spots 
tagged by a red, amber or green location maker to 
indicate that week’s bacteria results and whether it 
is safe to swim based on the Ministry of Health’s 
guidelines.

“LAWA holds swim spot information for the 

whole of New Zealand, so even if you are heading 
away you can still use the website to check results 
or find swim spots. It is important to note however, 
that even if LAWA is showing a swim spot is suit-
able for swimming you should still check the water 
when you get there.

“Take a look and see if the water is clear, mean-
ing that you can see into the water. Check there is 
no debris such as rocks and branches, be cautious 
of how fast flowing and unpredictable water can 
be, and always actively supervise children.

“If the water smells odd or is a strange colour it 
should be avoided. In general, do not go swimming 
within three days of heavy or prolonged rainfall 
and if you do get sick after swimming in any lakes, 
rivers or beaches contact your doctor for advice.”

Electric vehicle (EV) drivers will have 
another option for stopping and charging 
their cars when they head north, with 
another new fast charger being installed a 
Piopio on State Highway 3.

Located at Kara Park, it will be the 
newest edition to The Lines Company’s 
(TLC) network of EV chargers across the 
King Country.

The firm has now installed four fast 
charging units and over 40 standard AC 
charging units across its network, including 
in Ohakune, with help of from the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Authority’s 
(EECA) Low Emission Vehicle Contest-
able Fund.

Acting GM of network Craig Hackett 
says EV technology is changing rapidly with 
more DC type vehicles now on the road.

“Fast charging vehicles are becoming 
increasingly common on our roads and 
highways.

“We’re catering for these drivers by 
building a fast charge network with 

chargers located on main streets for 
convenience.”

The new charging unit in Piopio is the 
fourth of six 50kW fast chargers being in-
stalled by TLC. The lines business installed 
the first three chargers in Ōtorohanga, 
Taumarunui and Ohakune in 2021, with 
additional fast chargers due to be com-
missioned in Waitomo and Whakamaru in 
coming months.

“The new DC fast chargers are so quick. 
Drivers can expect an 80% charge to take 
only 15 to 25 minutes depending on the 
vehicle’s specifications.”

The Ministry of Transport reported as of 
March 2022 there were 38,177 registered 
EVs on New Zealand roads, with the pre-
dictions that EVs will make up 40% of the 
national vehicle fleet by June 2040.

Like all TLC chargers, the new fast 
charger at Piopio features the OpenLoop 
mobile app payment facility. Charging 
vehicles using the DC fast chargers is 
charged at DC rates.

TLC’s electric vehicle plugs in to the new fast charger at Piopio, giving EV drivers another option 
for charging up when travelling through the King Country.

New legislation that will enable firearm licence holders 
to continue to lawfully possess and use firearms, while their 
application for a licence is being processed, will go a long 
way to relieving the stress on the hunting community caused 
by the current application backlog, says game animal council 
general manager Tim Gale.

“The delays in processing licence applications have not 
only meant that many hunters have been unable to partake 
in their chosen sport, but has created unnecessary stress as 
renewal applicants scramble to find someone else who can 
lawfully store their firearms and ammunition.”

“Delays in renewals are often stretching out for several 
months and we have heard stories from some hunters of the 
process taking well over a year,” says Gale.

The new legislation means that if the holder of a fire-
arms licence applies for a new licence before the expiry of 
their current licence, their current licence will continue to 
be in force until they are notified of the outcome of their 
application.

“This change will provide hunters and other firearms users 
with confidence that as long as they submit their application 
in advance of their licence expiring, they will still be able 
to possess and use their firearms.”

“I am glad the Police and Government have listened to 
the advice of the GAC and other firearms user groups on 
this issue.”  

The Bill also provides that if the renewal of a dealer’s 
licence is issued after the expiry of the licence, the renewal 
takes effect from the date of its issue and not from the expiry 
of the previous licence.

“Again, this is a sensible and necessary amendment,” 
says Gale.

The GAC welcomes the Government’s desire to ad-
dress these issues and encourages the swift passage of the 
legislation.

The NZ Game Animal Council is a statutory organisation 
responsible for the sustainable management of game animals 
and hunting for recreation, commerce and conservation.

Carrot Park donor visits

Dr Grechan Perera, at left, relaxes at the new picnic table that he 
has donated to the Ohakune Carrot Adventure Park, with trustees 
Dave Scott and Peggy Frew. Despite living on the other side of the 
world, the retired Ohakune doctor has been a regular contributor to 
the Park project, supporting numerous facilities at the Park.


