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With a proven track record, Bayleys Ruapehu are committed  
to achieving outstanding outcomes across residential, lifestyle, 
rural and commercial real estate. The team, who cover 
Ruapehu, Taumarunui and Northern Rangitikei, have the 
experience to deliver our clients the best possible results - 
whatever the challenge.

Engage the professional Bayleys Ruapehu team of  
well-connected, dedicated property specialists today.

ALTOGETHER BETTER

Bayleys Ruapehu 06 385 0170 | 16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 
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Alpine 
Crossing 
numbers 
to be 
limited?

Limiting the numbers of hikers taking on the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing is an idea that the Department of Con-
servation is considering, to reduce the pressure of having 
huge numbers of hikers each day.

A meeting was held by the Department of Conservation 
at the Whakapapa Visitor Centre earlier, outlined a pro-
posal to limit walkers on the Crossing to 800 people per 
day, with a further proposal to control capacity through a 
dedicated booking system.

DOC operations director for the Central North Island 
Damian Coutts said “traversing a dual World Heritage Site 
and sacred landscape, the Tongariro Alpine Crossing is 
one of the country’s most heavily visited one-day walks.

“Numerous reports and studies over the past two de-
cades have questioned the environmental, cultural and 
social sustainability of the walk when there are too many 
people. Some days have seen in excess of 2500 people 
on the crossing.”

Mr Coutts said the details of what the limit would be, 
how it would be implemented and when it would start are 
still under consideration.

“We met with operators to discuss our thoughts about 
a trial and how one might be implemented. The engage-
ment of operators as part of the solution to the problems 
is critical. 

“For this reason we talked with them as a prior-
ity. They have provided us with feedback which we are 
considering.”

Police work on evacuation skills
Developing the skills needed to evacuate an 

injured police officer, or member of the public, 
was the aim of a training exercise at Rocky 
Mountain Chalets on Monday and Tuesday.

Perry Karatau, team leader of the tactical 
safety team in Palmerston North, led the 
training sessions, with help from another 
Palmerston North team member and a third 
trainer from Wellington.

Police staff from Taumarunui, National Park 
and Ohakune took part in the training exer-
cise, with others from Waiouru and Taihape 
included at other sessions.

Mr Karatau said training sessions were 

brought to the Ruapehu area every 10-12 
weeks, alternating between Ohakune and 
Taumarunui.

Other training is done in Palmerston North 
and at Waiouru.

There are two other training teams under the 
tactical response model – one using police dogs 
and another being the tactical prevention team.

He said the tactical safety team came about 
after the death of police officer Matt Hunt.

Police leaders looked at what could be done 
better to help injured officers in an armed of-
fenders situation.

The training on Monday morning involved 
rescuing an injured officer in a scenario where 

an armed offender was firing from a house.
The skills involved driving a police car up 

to and beside the injured officer, with two of-
ficers exiting the car and picking up the officer 
and getting them into the vehicle as quickly 
as possible.

They have adopted and modified the tech-
niques from United States Army tactics for 
victim recovery in war zones, that are now 
used by police around the world.

Mr Karatau said that Rocky Mountain 
Chalets was ideal as it provided an area with 
stand-alone houses in an area that they could 
use, while also providing accommodation for 
the travelling staff.Turn to Page 3

Police tactical safety trainers demonstrate one of the techniques for evacuating an injured officer.

Trophy 
win for 
Ohakune 
squash
P12

Pike 
tests for 
Ohakune 
kids
P2

Snow in 
May, will 
it stay?
P3

Bats 
about in 
Owhango
P5



2  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  25 May 2022

CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in the
Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 
4pm daily 7 days a week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Wedensday – Friday 
from 4pm and Saturday and Sunday from 2pm. 

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around Ruapehu
Ohakune Hui 24 May
Business After 5 26 May
Ohakune Carrot Carnival 4 June
Mardi Gras 18 June

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Ohakune takes on Pike challenge
A third of their way in and a group of 23 Ohakune Pri-

mary School pupils are doing well to tick off the various 
tasks as part of their William Pike Challenge.

They have the school year to complete five outdoor 
challenges, 20 hours of community service and 20 hours 
of a ‘passion project’.

So far, the group have hiked the 17km Tama Lakes track, 
the Silica Rapids track and completed a whitewater rafting 
trip on the Tongariro River.

The group of Year 7 and 8 pupils are led by teachers 
Tash Carley, Rose Martin and Mia Foskin, with help from 
a number of community and outdoors people coming on 
board to help with different tasks.

Tash Carley said they have all been taken out of their 
comfort zones but have so far handled the challenges 
really well.

The other outdoors challenges will be a high ropes 
course in Taupō, mountain biking activities and possibly a 
caving trip, with taking on the Tongariro Alpine Crossing 
rounding off the challenges later in the year.

Their community service has so far included stacking 
firewood and gardening for elderly local residents.

Tash Carley said the group are keen to hear from anyone 
who needs help with jobs that can fit in with the community 
service challenge criteria and asks for them to call the 
school office for more information.

They are also looking for other fundraising opportuni-
ties, to help pay for some of the activities.

So far they have received a grant from the 
June Gray Trust, which helped pay for the raft-
ing trip with Blue Mountain Adventures.

The teachers hope that the Challenge will be 
able to be taken on by a new group of pupils 
each year.

The William Pike Challenge was started by 
the man who survived major, life-threatening 

injuries in an eruption of Mt Ruapehu in 2007.
He wanted the Challenge to nurture essential 

life skills for students, to prepare them for “the 
challenges that they will face tomorrow”

“Students learn skills needed to cope with the 
unexpected (and) develop strengths in students 
they don’t know they have.

“We need to step outside of the classroom to 

really develop skills such as leadership, respon-
sibility, creativity, social skills and community 
involvement.”

He says that many students who complete the 
Challenge find their relationships with fellow 
students, teachers and even parents improve be-
cause they learn different approaches than with 
what they grew up with or are used to currently.

Above: Ohakune Primary School pupils take on a rafting trip as part of their year-long William Pike Challenge. BELOW: 
Some of the pupils enjoy their hike to Tama Lakes, with support from teacher Vanessa Murphy. Photos supplied.
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Ohakune / Rangataua
 Annual Plan Hui
Tuesday 24 May - 6.00pm
Te Pae Tata, Ruapehu Road
Come along and hear what Council has 
planned for Ohakune and the wider area for 
2022/2023

If you can’t make the hui 
catch the live stream on 

our Facebook page

Billion dollar 
water bill 
for 3-Waters 
reform, says 
Doyle

Smoke free stories 
to share

Snow in May, will it stay?

He said no proposal has been finalised and that the 
Department is still considering the feedback from conces-
sionaires on timing for a trial.

Mr Coutts said there are no details available on the 
proposal because it has not been finalised and that they 
are still considering the feedback.

After the earlier meeting, Stuff online reported that the 
proposal “poses tough questions for an already struggling 
industry” for for business operators in the local tourism 
industry.

“I’m a bit blindsided by it, to be honest,” Tongariro 
Holiday Park co-owner Greg Hooper told Stuff. 

“They’re saying to us 800 people, no exceptions. In a 

normal year, we’ll have over 1000 people on the crossing 
for at least 50 days per year, which includes a big chunk 
of summer.

“I’m worried that it might mean people who would 
otherwise come here, don’t turn up. We’re seeing what 
other accommodation providers are prepared to sell their 
rooms for and quite honestly, we simply can’t afford to 
drop any lower.”

The Central Plateau region was hit hard by travel restric-
tions over the past two years. In pre-pandemic times, the 
area welcomed campers, walkers, skiers, and other tourists 
from home and abroad. Since the borders shut, business 
owners have had to rely on the remaining domestic tourists 
from other parts of New Zealand.

Snow in May doesn’t stay, so the locals say. But it may lay around long enough to at least get 
people enthusiastic about the 2022 winter snow season at Ruapehu. Bjorn Pedersen hiked up 
to earn some turns at Turoa after the weekend snow dump. 

The Government has already 
spent $34 million designing 
a reform so badly received, 

they plan to bill water users more than 
a billion dollars to bring stakeholders on 
board, says Ruapehu District councillor 
Adie Doyle.

“Figures released by the Department of 
Internal Affairs shows that the Govern-
ment has spent $34 million to date on the 
four mega-corporation model for Three 
Waters Reform, with more than $9 million 
on staffing and $24 million on external 
contractors,” he says.

“The more than $1 billion mooted as 
part of the ‘no worse off’ and ‘better off’ 
funding package being given to councils 
will be funded through future water 
charges from the new entities.”

Communities 4 Local Democracy 
He hapori mō te Manapori Chair and 
Manawatu District Mayor Helen Worboys 
said a cheaper and more effective option 
would have been to listen to stakeholders, 
rather than spend millions on expensive 
consultants.

“While any reform of this type isn’t 
going to be cheap, to spend $34 million 
to come up with a flawed proposal that 
no one is happy with beggars belief,” 
she said.

“Flaws aside, to then mandate a reform 
that’s overwhelmingly unpopular with 
communities and requires more than a 
billion dollars in spending to convince 
councils to come on board, when councils 
agree reform of some kind is necessary, is 
an astounding waste of money.

“Communities 4 Local Democracy 
has used its expertise and knowledge 
to put together a workable framework 
for reform that could get broad council 
and community support for a fraction of 

what the Government has spent so far on 
travel alone.

“If the Government had come to coun-
cils at an early stage and, in the spirit of 
true partnership, this could have been a 
completely different story and signifi-
cantly cheaper one.

“Why they would pay more than $1.2 
million to a Scottish water regulator for 
a model, rather than come to the people 
actually running the services in New 
Zealand, is truly baffling.

“But we owe it to our communities to 
work constructively on this, that’s why 
our door is always open to work with the 
Government on a multi-party model that 
works for everyone, not something that 
could end every time there’s a change in 
the party in charge.

“Not all of the $34 million is a wasted 
spend – we can use the knowledge gained 
from councils to help bring in more flex-
ible and effective solutions.

“It’s not too late to save this reform, 
we just need some real collaboration not 
coercion.”

Councillor Adie Doyle, C4LD repre-
sentative for the Ruapehu District Council 
stated that the loss of property rights and 
local voice are at the heart C4LD’s alter-
native proposal. 

“Councillors wish to see those rights 
retained. If the public do too, making a 
submission to the Select Committee is 
your best form of protest. Browse the 
C4LD website to gain knowledge on this 
issue, particularly during the Select Com-
mittee process.”

For more information about Communi-
ties 4 Local Democracy and its model for 
better reform, visit: https://www.commu-
nities4localdemocracy.co.nz/ideas

Limit on Crossing numbers?
From Page 1

Sessions on how to live smoke free are on this week 
at The Centre in Raetihi, today and tomorrow, with an 
evening session on Thursday as well.

“We want to hear your insights and feedback on rei-
magining a Smokefree Aotearoa with our community,” 
says Rochelle Te Huia.

The sessions are being organised by Healthy Families 
and Te Oranganui.

“Your insights are key to understanding and creating 
positive change for our region,” say the organisers which 
include Rebecca Davis from Healthy Families.

The sessions are for all whanau, ex-smokers, smokers 
and vapers, to share their korero.

Kai will be supplied and a koha is given for the time 
of sharers.
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ACROSS
1. Not present (6)
5. Pang (6)
9. Puzzling person or thing (6)
10. Silly person (inf) (6)
11. Badly off (4)
12. Dispute (8)
14. New Zealand pigeon (6)
16. Hinder (6)
19. Vote down (8)
21. Pacific island vegetable (4)
22. Eagerly (6)
23. Nickname of rugby great Michael 
Jones (6)
24. 1969 song by The Fourmyula, voted 
New Zealand’s best single in 2001 (6)
25. Being (6)

DOWN
2. South Island man-made lake created 
during the 1960s (7)
3. Term used by fencers (2,5)
4. The Finn brothers are this town’s 
famous sons (2,7)
6. Northland settlement founded by Scots 
when they moved from Nova Scotia (5)
7. Neither here nor there (7)
8. Authorise (7)
13. Roger Hall play set in the public 
service in Wellington during the 1970s 
(5,4)
14. Drop the ball, in rugby (5,2)
15. Vote in again (7)
17. Tolerant and unhurried (7)
18. Sleeping (7)
20. Measuring stick (5)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Bacon, 4. Napier, 9. Tuatara, 10. Tepid, 11. NCEA, 12. Toastie, 13. Ray, 14. 
Shoe, 16. Oust, 18. Moa, 20. Soprano, 21. Skew, 24. Idiot, 25. Netball, 26. Tester, 27. 
White. 
Down: 1. Botany, 2. Crane, 3. Near, 5. Aotearoa, 6. Impetus, 7. Redden, 8. Batty, 13. 
Repartee, 15. Hipkins, 17. T-shirt, 18. Moana, 19. Twelve, 22. Khaki, 23. Stow. 

THE       CROSSWORD Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532
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Regional council consents process
• I stand by the comments I made when interviewed 

(see Ruapehu Bulletin, 10 May, ‘Whanganui River iwi hit 
back at Horizons Regional councillor’s claims’) for my 
speech to Fed Farmers, but should clarify reference to any 
particular iwi was not made by me.

In discussing consent issues in general, I gave an ex-
ample of a farmer that approached me having issues over 
a water take consent in 2019. 

They are now going to limited notification process after 
three years of negotiation. 

Be very clear, I am not debating whether a person 
should or shouldn’t receive a consent, I simply argue the 
process should be accessible, transparent, and timely for 
all involved. 

I make no apology for bringing issues that ratepayers 
face, to the council table or making them public to be 
discussed. 

And, where appropriate on behalf of ratepayers, I 
ask for changes in Horizons policies and processes to 
make improvements for our environment, business, and 
communities. 

I do not see this as interfering as chair Keedwell does. 
It is unfortunate that chair Keedwell cannot remember the 
numerous times I have brought consent processing issues 
to the council table over the last few years, including 
forwarding a number of complaint emails from ratepayers. 

This led to me moving a motion on 12 August 2020, 
to have an independent review of Horizons consenting 
process. This motion was passed with a majority voting 
for my motion. (Chair Keedwell voted against this motion) 

The review has led to some improvement, but there is 
more to do. 

This is not a blame game. 
At the Fed Farmers meeting and interview, I offered 

solutions that might help to improve clarity within Hori-
zons’ consenting process, to better guide all parties in the 

Ian McKelvie 
hosts Luxon visit

Letters
consent process. I have documentation and contact details 
to support the comments I have made. 

Feel free to contact me on this issue or any other issue 
you face with Horizons, as I am here to represent you. 

Regional councillor David Cotton

Local MP Ian McKelvie shares his report 
on the recent visit by his Party leader:

• I enjoyed hosting National Party leader 
Christopher Luxon in the Rangitikei re-
cently. We had organised a busy itinerary 
and managed to pack a fair bit in visiting 
Feilding, Rongotea and Palmerston North.  

Our visit to Stallion Plastics in Milson, 
where we were shown around this exciting 
and innovative operation by co-owner Jeff 
Rowan, was great.

Stallion is a niche-market business 
specialising in the design, development 
and manufacture of complex rotationally 
moulded and injection moulded plastic 
products. They produce everything from 
calf feeders to playground slides, which 
are sold in New Zealand and exported to 
20 countries around the world. It was great 
to have a look around and talk with staff.  

We followed up with morning tea and a 
chat to the staff at Allan McNeill (chartered 
accountants) in Feilding. It was great to 
hear from the people at the coalface of an 
organisation that serves the interests of 
literally hundreds of businesses and indi-

viduals throughout the Rangitikei. They 
provided some interesting insights into the 
way the system is – and isn’t – working.

Our visit to the Feilding Saleyards was 
excellent too – a perfect opportunity to 
catch some live auction action and chat 
to farmers. We followed up with lunch 
at the “Ask Me” Dairy Industry forum in 
Rongotea, where Christopher had been 
invited to speak and host a Q&A, which 
provided some interesting views and mar-
ket insights.

Next stop was Feilding High School, 
where principal Nathan Stewart along with 
a cohort of Year 13 students were great to 
chat with. It’s always refreshing and in-
spiring to talk to young people about their 
hopes and dreams for the future.  

All in all it was a great day showcasing 
just a fraction of what the mighty Rangi-
tikei has to offer. It’s clear to me Christo-
pher Luxon values and has a passion for 
rural and provincial New Zealand. Like 
every kiwi, he is also ambitious for New 
Zealand and all New Zealanders – this 
certainly shone through on Friday.

Jeff Rowan, at left, explains his plastics business to Christopher Luxon and Ian McKelvie. Photo 
supplied.
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Read and Rhyme

*
Every Friday!

(except school holidays)

For under 5 years

Ohakune Library

• 9.30-10.00am
Ruapehu REAP

• 10.30-11.00am

37 Ayr Street, Ohakune

28 Queen Street, Raetihi

Ohakune 1B Southridge Drive

3 2 2

Asking Price $495,000

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Something special

Walking into this classic style chalet you instantly feel

like you are on holiday! The comfortable spacious

living room with a cosy wood burner opens to a

private north facing deck with commanding views of

the native garden and majestic mount Ruapehu.

Imagine relaxing with friends and family, enjoying the

quiet, natural surroundings.

The convenient layout of the chalet is conducive to

visitors coming to stay, with a bedroom and bathroom

downstairs, and two bedrooms and another

bathroom upstairs providing plenty of options.

bayleys.co.nz/2900492

Bats about at Owhango Reserve
Bat man Luke Easton recalls discover-

ing that there are long tailed bats in the 
Owhango Reserve:

• After all that excitement of detecting 
long-tailed bats on the acoustic recorders 
in June 2021, it was with great anticipation 
that we placed acoustic recorders out again 
this summer prior to the Owhango Alive/
Mahi Aroha bat event. 

We put them out from 29 December 
2021 until 7 January 2022. One recorder 
was placed at the covenant site again, 
which recorded up to 45 passes (compared 
to 80 passes recorded in June 2021). The 
other three were placed along the Tawa 
Track in ‘flight paths’ (sections of under-
story where there is a corridor with few or 
no trees as ‘obstacles’) and in clearings 
where large trees had fallen over.

One recorder failed, whereas the other 
two picked up bats, up to about 60 passes 
on one and over 700 passes on another. 
This was super exciting as not only were 
there the typical echolocation and feeding 
calls, but also social calls, which means 
that a communal roost was close by.

One rimu tree in particular looked 
promising as a roost, but on the night of 
the bat event on 14 January, no bats were 
seen leaving this tree. Nevertheless, the 
hand-held bat detector confirmed that 
somewhere close by was a roost as the 

detector was continuously detecting calls, 
meaning that bats were flooding out of a 
roost tree very close by.

I went back on Sunday evening, 16 
January, to try my luck at finding any 
roosts (knowing full well that I’d have to 
be the luckiest fella on earth to find a roost 
tree without tracking a transmitting bat). 
I didn’t find any active roosts of course, 
but certainly noticed many potential roost 
trees in the upper Tawa Track section. Hav-
ing spent several hours searching around 
looking at holes and cracks and being in 
awe at the beauty of the Reserve’s gigantic 
podocarps, I decided to try my luck at one 
clearing to see if I could spot bats fly past.

It had been another hot, dry day, and the 
cicadas were deafening, until about 8.45 
pm when suddenly the ‘volume’ was sud-
denly turned down. Even the birds had one 
last squawk before it became silent, apart 
from a light breeze in the canopy. At 9pm, 
right on cue, the long-tailed bats flitted past 
– right from the corridor where some of us 
had laid down on Friday night. So, after 
watching about 10 bats flit past, I boosted it 
towards where I thought they were leaving 
from. I got there at about 9.15pm, by which 
time I heard on the detector the last few 
bats dribbling out from a roost somewhere 
(calls in quick succession).

About 40 people attended to have a sau-

sage sizzle, watch Sarah’s film ‘Battling Extinction’ and 
learn more about bats. Some of us even got to see whio 
and bioluminescent fungi. Although many of us didn’t 
get to see a black blob flitting past across the sky, there 
are certainly many locations within the Reserve that are 
worth hanging around at on a summer evening until dusk 
in order to hopefully spot a few. 

Even on my way back to where I’d parked on Sunday 
night, I could hear bats flying past. To know that a critically 
endangered species is flitting about in the dark all around 
the Reserve is just awesome. The icing on the cake for me 
on Sunday night though was spotting a mouse run across 
the gravel road, which I then took the liberty in quickly 
squishing with my boot

Long-tailed bats are roosting somewhere in the Owhango Reserve and 
local conservation enthusiasts have been spending time trying to find 
out where the roost trees are. Photo: Luke Easton. Inset: Long-tailed bats 
are roosting somewhere in the Owhango Reserve. Photo: Paul Robbins.
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Ruapehu Snow Bulletin June 2021 • 1

Miran, Austin and Ginny Gibson get 
colourful in the snow at Mt Ruapehu 
in 2020. The ski areas are set to 
go for winter 2021. Photo: Visit 
Ruapehu.

PRINTING SOON!
Out for July school holidays

Book your space – call Jude 06 385 8532
or email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  25 May 2022 • 7

Start planning 
now for your 
Carrot Cake 

entry!

Three prizes 
of $100!
Categories: 
Under 12’s

13-17 years
17 years + 

Judges will vote on taste, 
texture, creativity and 

presentation!

Bring your cake to the table by the 
main stage by 9am on the morning 
of the carnival. Winner announced at 
11.45 on the main stage

HUGE THANKS to all our 
sponsors ...

Drop your completed
colouring competitions
to Opus Fresh HQ at the

Ohakune Train Station by 
4.30pm Friday 3 June

EXIT Films    DG Plumbing    Ruapehu Bulletin

4 JUNE 2022
$1550 of  prizes

1 team (4 people) per workplace/company
(must be a mix of  guys & girls)

CONTACT: Emma Young
027 347 1457  carrotcarnivalohakune@gmail.com

And for the kids ....
Sprout & spoon race

Kids colouring competition
Collect from Ohakune Primary School, Opus Fresh
or we can email you a copy.

Burn good quality wood for healthier communities

Taumarunui Reuse 
Shop goes from 
strength to strength

Despite needing to close due to recent 
renovations, the Taumarunui Reuse shop 
still managed to divert a whopping 4.6 
tonnes of waste in only nine days during 
April.

Sustainability facilitator Emily Jasmine 
said that the Reuse Shop successfully 
rehomed 2817 items in support of the Rua-
pehu’s Waste Management and Minimisa-
tion Plan goals over this period.

“One of our increasingly popular reuse 
items is timber and other construction and 
demolition materials. People have been 
using these for all sorts of amazing proj-
ects such as greenhouses, woodsheds and 
chicken runs,” she said.

“Thanks to the support from our cus-
tomers we made $4427.70, which will be 
reinvested into further site improvements.

“The current developments have in-
cluded sealing of the carpark, which will 

be a great help in minimising the mud 
and dust on site, keeping products clean 
and ensuring a more enjoyable shopping 
experience.”

Emily said that she wanted to give a 
special shout-out and thanks to the Reuse 
Shop’s volunteers.

“Without them we wouldn’t have been 
able to achieve the progress we have made 
to date.

“Everyone is really looking forward to 
the new and improved facilities and we 
thank the community for their patience 
and support as we undertake these site 
improvements.”

For the next few weeks, the Taumarunui 
Reuse Shop will have varied operating 
days while renovations are being com-
pleted – check the Taumarunui Reuse Shop 
Facebook page for the latest updates or 
call/text 027 203 1247.

People are making all sorts of amazing finds at the Taumarunui Reuse Shop. Georgie Opie purchased 
a plant holder and is happy to report that it looks great in her home.

With winter closing in and warm home fires be-
coming more frequent, Horizons Regional Council 
is reminding the community of the importance of 
burning good quality, dry firewood.

Horizons environmental scientist Harold Barnett 
says burning green, wet or treated wood, or other 
household items including rubbish, plastics, oils 
and food scraps, can have a detrimental impact on 
both human health and the environment.

“When burnt these articles release undesirable 
chemicals, gases and fine particles into the air,” 
he says.

“Burning only dry firewood instead creates 

a warmer and more efficient home fire that will 
smoke less and emit fewer fine particles, leading 
to cleaner air and overall healthier communities.”

Mr Barnett says air quality in the Horizons 
Region is generally pretty good when compared 
to other regions.

“However, we have some small towns such as 
Taihape, Taumarunui, Ohakune, Dannevirke and 
Pahiatua where air quality can be degraded on cold, 
still nights in winter because of a combination of 
topography, altitude and the use of home fires.

“That’s why it’s so important we all play our 
part in only burning good, dry wood, regardless 

of where we live in the region. It’s also why Ho-
rizons encourages the community to collect and 
store their firewood early so it can dry out in time 
for winter.”

In addition to home heating, Mr Barnett says 
there are several things people should be aware of 
when burning outdoors on their properties.

“When burning rubbish or vegetation it’s impor-
tant to consider wind direction prior to lighting the 
fire to avoid the impact odour, smoke or particle 
matter may have on your neighbours,” he says.

“Burning rubber, PVC, plastic, waste oil, treated 
or painted timber and agricultural waste in your 

backyard is prohibited. We urge people to think 
about those around them before backyard burning 
and ensure they are doing all they can to be a good 
and considerate neighbour.

“For anyone who has concerns about outdoor 
burning in their area please call our Pollution Ho-
tline on 0508 800 800. For concerns about smoky 
home fires please get in touch with your local city 
or district council.”

For more information about good wood and 
backyard burning please visit Horizons’ air quality 
page. To learn more about the national air quality 
picture please see lawa.org.nz.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	

all pumps
•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Build, Renovate, Decorate

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire
Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Winter is coming ...
Time to install your new heat pump.

Time to service your heat pump or air-conditioning.

Call us today for free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

Electrical Services

Ph 027 599 5599

• Commercial  • Domestic  • Rural

Your locally based Ohakune electricians 
servicing the Southern Ruapehu District

35+ Years Experience 
We have the solutions to your

electrical requirements.

Fencing

Ph 0220 978 996

All types of fencing – rural
& residential 

Ohakune - Raetihi - Waiouru
- National Park

Phone Dylan 0220 978 996
Email pearsonfencingltd@gmail.com 

0220 978 996

PEARSON FENCING

pearsonfencingltd@gmail.com

Mortgage & Insurance Adviser

Ph 027 201 3203

Jason Salle
Millenium Insurance 

Group
Mortgages Insurance
• First home buyers • Life insurance
• Investment property • Trauma insurance
• Fixed rate expiries • Income protection
 • Health insurance

jason.salle@xtra.co.nz
Taumarunui 

Experts ~ at your service

Ohakune’s Dr Perera visitsPublic 
transport ‘a 
nice to have’, 
says Kirton

Recent carbon emission reduction plans for Public 
Transport are idealistic and aspirational but lack detail for 
lower populated areas such as the Ruapehu, says Weston 
Kirton, Horizons regional councillor and deputy chair of 
Passenger Transport. 

He says: “show us the Government funds to address 
rural public transport.”

“Rural towns cannot access good, reliable public 
transport based on a user-pays system and are forced to 
use cars to travel.

“The talk of inter-regional rail passenger transport 
hardly got a mention in the mother of all carbon reduc-
tion plans presented by the climate Change Minister 
James Shaw.

“I would have thought a rail network overhaul would 
have featured in the climate change funding priority, 
particularly the main trunk line between Auckland and 
Wellington which, although electrified, still uses diesel 
locomotives.

“The only hope for rural New Zealand is to lobby 
Central Government to get a share of the cake on public 
transport. I have no doubt passenger rail will play an im-
portant role in the reduction of emissions in future, some-
thing I will continue to advocate in local government.”

Ohakune’s retired general practitioner Dr Gretian Perera visited Ohakune recently and was given a tour of the Ohakune 
Carrot Adventure Park. The now-London based doctor has been a strong financial supporter of the Carrot Park. Dave 
Scott, the driver of the project, said it was a great day spending time with his old friend and well-respected community 
doctor. Photo supplied.
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Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringGas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Insulation

0800 327 946 Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to heat your home

Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

buSInESS nOTICES PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline for all advertising 
bookings and copy is

5pm Fridays!

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
– OHURA & FIELDS TRACK

PURSUANT to Schedule 10, Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974 notice 
is hereby given that the Ruapehu District Council will close the below roads for the 
following event:

Event: Car Race Event – Targa New Zealand 2021
Road: Fields Track, 300 metres from its intersection with State 

Highway 4, left into Whangaehu Valley Road and its 
intersection with Burma Hill Road and finishing Whangaehu 
Valley Road, 1.5kms from its intersection with Ngamokai 
Road, near rapid number 530 Whangaehu Valley Road.

Date: Saturday 28 May 2022
Time: 7.45am to 12.15pm
Detour available: State Highway 4 – State Highway 49
Road: On Ngarimu Street at intersection with Tui Street, continuing 

onto Ohura Road, right into Ohahukura Saddle Road and 
finishing at rapid number 51.

Date: Thursday 26 May 2022
Time: 11.50pm to 4.20pm
Detour available: Mangaparo Road – State Highway 43

Any concerns in regards to this event please contact Council on 07 895 8188. 

It shall be an offence under the regulations for any person otherwise than under 
authority to use the street for ordinary vehicular traffic during the period of closure.

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

Non-Working Dogs	
Entire	dogs		 $	145
Entire	dogs	(paid	by	30	June	)	 $			97
Neutered	dogs	 $	100	
Neutered	dogs	(paid	by	30	June	)	 $			67	
Responsible	Dog	Owner	 $			38
Working Dogs  
Working	dog		 $			33
Working	dog	–	(paid	by	30	June	)	 $			22
Hunting Dogs  
Hunting	dog		 $			37
Hunting	dog	–	(paid	by	30	June	)	 $			25
*Note:	the	hunting	dog	classification	applies	only	to	dogs	that	are	
used	for	pig	and	deer	hunting	in	the	conservation	estate	–	not	water
fowl	hunting	dogs.	
Dangerous Dogs Classification	
Dangerous	Dog	-	Registration	will	be	150%	of	the	level	that	would	
apply	if	the	dog	were	not	classified	as	a	Dangerous	Dog.
Dog Impounding
First	impounding	 $			80
Second	impounding	–	all	dogs	 $	170
Third	impounding	–	all	dogs	 $	285
Daily	sustenance	and	care	 $			15
Registration	investigation	 $			30
Surrender	Fee	 $			45
Other Fees
Dog	replacement	tags	 	 $	3.50
Licence	Fee	for	more	than	two	dogs		 $			42
(excluding	Rural	zoning)
Micro-chipping	 $			25
Hire	of	dog	trap per	week	 $			21

plus	bond	 $	100
Replacement	of		Trap	-	Current	cost	of	replacement	value
Seizure	Fee	(on	top	of	impounding	fee)	 $			80

Dog Fees & Charges 
2022 - 2023

buSInESS 
nOTICES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

Exercise Malaya
Combat School, Land Operations Training 
Centre of the New Zealand Army will be 
conducting a military exercise from Tuesday 
31 May until Wednesday 15 June 2022. The 
exercise will be conducted in the Rangataua 
Forest area North East of Ohakune.

The Exercise will consist of up to 60 
soldiers with weapons conducting blank 
firing activities. 

Signage will be posted on main roads and 
tracks leading into the exercise area.

Inquiries regarding the exercise can be 
directed to:

Warrant Officer Stephen Muschamp,
Combat School, Waiouru Military Camp,

Ruapehu Rd, Waiouru, NZ
021 953 923

Advisory Notice

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Pilla and Pilla Limited have made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council for 
the Renewal of an On Licence in respect of the premises 
situated at 10 Main Road, Waiouru known as Oasis Bar & 
Motel.  The general nature of the business to be conducted 
under the licence is that of a Tavern.  The days on which 
and the hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold 
under the licence are: Monday - Sunday: 8.00am – 1.00am 
the following day.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to object 
to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 working 
days after the date of the publication of this notice, file a 
notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary of the 
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 
Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.
This is the second publication of this notice. This notice was 
first published on 18 May 2022.

PubLIC nOTICES

MAYOR in WAIMARINO

Mayor Don Cameron is 
available to meet residents and 
ratepayers to talk about any 
issues or concerns at Ruapehu 
District Council offices in 
either Ohakune or Raetihi. 
Arrangements can be made for people who are unable to travel 
to either office. To organise an appointment please call either 
Ohakune (06 385 8364) or Raetihi (06 385 4447).

MEETINGS
The following meetings of Horizons 
Regional Council will be held during 
June 2022 in the Tararua Room, 
Regional House, 11-15 Victoria Avenue, 
Palmerston North, unless otherwise 
advised:

Wednesday, 1 June
9.30am Extraordinary Council (Public 
Excluded)

Tuesday, 7 June 
11.00am Regional Transport Committee

7.00pm Manawatu River Users’ Advisory 
Group

Thursday, 9 June

9.00am Regional Public Transport Plan 
Hearings

Wednesday, 15 June
9.30am Environment Committee

Monday, 20 June
10.00am Regional Public Transport Plan 
Deliberations

Tuesday, 21 June
10.00am Passenger Transport 
Committee

Tuesday, 28 June
9.30am Audit, Risk & Investment 
Committee

10.00am Regional Council 
(Livestreamed)

Should Members of the public wish to 
speak at Meetings, they are advised to 
view details on the Horizons’ website 
www.horizons.govt.nz or phone  
0508 800 800.

M J McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

The Horizons Regional Council rating 
information database (RID) will be available from 
31 May 2022.

The RID can be accessed online at www.
horizons.govt.nz or at Regional House, 11-15 
Victoria Avenue, Palmerston North, Monday to 
Friday between the hours of 8.00 am and 4.30 pm.

MJ McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

RATING INFORMATION 
DATABASE

PubLIC nOTICES

An Invitation to Ohakune 
Business Owners

Ohakune Inc and the Ohakune Business 
Network would like to invite you to their

“BUSINESS AFTER 5” 
• RAL Pre-Season update
• Volcanic Activity update
• Visit Ruapehu update

Thursday 26th May – 5pm
Powderhorn, Ohakune

The meeting will run from 5pm to 7pm
A cash bar will be available.

PubLIC nOTICES

FOR
SALE
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EcoFX advises of its intention to undertake an aerial application of toxin Sodium Fluoroacetate (1080) to 
control predators in the Whanganui National Park and Waitotara Conservation Area.

This Tiakina Nga Manu operation is being undertaken on behalf of the Department of Conservation (DOC).

Why predator control

This work is to protect native species at risk. Our native lizards, frogs, insects, birds, and their eggs are 
decimated when rat populations get too high. Rats also compete with native animals for food and prevent 
growth of seedlings.

Large mature trees are killed because of heavy possum browsing, impacting the health of the forest ecosystem. 
Northern rata, kamahi and Hall’s totara are favoured by possums and will die if possums are not periodically 
controlled to low densities. Possums also raid nests for eggs and chicks and compete with native animals for 
food. Reducing possum numbers allows the forest habitat to recover.

Description of the area

The Matemateaonga-Waitotara operational area includes nationally significant populations of whio and 
Western brown kiwi as well as habitats that support other nationally and locally threatened species. 

The operational area and adjoining forest form the second largest lowland forest remnant in the North Island. 

The operational area is part Whanganui National Park and part Waitotara Conservation Area between the 
Whangamomona River in the north, Whanganui River to the east, Waitotara River to the west and Pokeka 
Stream to the south.

Method of predator control 

Between 1 June 2022 and 31 August 2022, DOC and its contractor EcoFX will apply baits containing 
biodegradable 1080 over the area shown on the map. A non-toxic pre-feed bait will be applied first. 

The cylindrical, toxic cereal bait pellets containing 1080 are approximately 2cm in diameter and are dyed 
green. Dyeing the pellets and adding a cinnamon lure attracts possums and rats but deters birds. Non-toxic 
pre-feed is also cylindrical and 2cm in diameter but are sandy in colour and do not contain dye.

Precautions

The pesticide is poisonous to humans and domestic animals. 

Always remember:

• DO NOT touch or eat the bait

• WATCH CHILDREN at all times

• DO NOT EAT animals from this area

• Toxic baits and carcasses are DEADLY to DOGS

Observe these rules whenever you see warning signs placed at the public access ways in the above areas. 
Warning signs indicate that pesticide residues may still remain in baits and carcasses, possibly for more than 
six months. 

If you suspect poisoning

Always contact: Your local doctor or 
local hospital or the National Poisons 
Centre: 0800 764 766 (urgent calls) or  
03 479 7248 or dial 111. 

For more information:  Department of 
Conservation – Whanganui Office, Pest 
Control Manager, Private Bag 3016, Whanganui 
4540 Email: Whanganui@doc.govt.nz 
Phone: 06 349 2100

Visit www.doc.govt.nz/tiakina-nga-manu

EcoFX, PO Box 248, Otorohanga 3900,  
Email: admin@ecofx.co.nz  Phone: 07 873 8130

www.ecofx.co.nz 

-
Protecting taonga species from local extinction 
in the Matemateaonga-Waitotara Forest

PubLIC nOTICES

PUKAWA MARAE 
TRUSTEE AGM 

Venue:  Pukawa Marae 

Date:  Sunday, 12 June 2022 

12pm Registrations & Lunch

1pm Karakia  
 Previous Minutes 
 Chairman Report
 Finance Report 
 General Business 
  Election Process - Trustee Nominations 
   Karakia Whakamutunga 

Rakeipoho Taiaroa – Chairman 

The Committee Meeting will be held prior to 
the Trustee Hui at 10am.  

Current Covid restrictions will apply, masks 
will be made available at the hui, please stay 
at home if you are unwell. 

PubLIC nOTICES

Our Communnity Operations office in Palmerston 
North is closing on 24 May 2022 at 3pm.

Our team will be moving to 17 Victoria Ave. 

This office is only open for appointments.

To book an appointment, please call 0800 824 
824 or email Lowernorth&nelson@dia.govt.nz.

You can access all our services and updates at 
www.communitymatters.govt.nz.

Thank you for your patience.

Our Community Operations office in Palmerston North is closing on
the 24 May 2022 at 3pm.

Our team will be moving to 17 Victoria Avenue.

This office is open only for appointments. 

To book an appointment please call 0800 824 824 or email
Lowernorth&nelson@dia.govt.nz.

You can access all our services and updates at
www.communitymatters.govt.nz.

Thank you for your patience.

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Nau mai haere mai e 
rarau ki to tatou marae

Raetihi Marae
welcomes you to attend Te Rā Whakanui 

re-opening service

Saturday 28 May 2022
9am Pōwhiri for Iwi and community

9.30am Rā Whakanui re-opening 
service

11am Kai

As the Marae commitment to protecting our 
whakapapa, please arrive early to undertake a 
RAT test with our team. The station will be located 
in the car park.If you are sick please stay home.  
Face masks will be required to be worn.

Quiet 
fire 
month

Apri l  was a  much 
quieter month for the 
Ohakune Volunteer Fire 
Brigade, with only 12 
incidents to attend. They 
included four private fire 
alarm calls, two structure 
fires, four vegetation fires, 
one medical assist and 
one motor vehicle crash. 
“With the colder months 
approaching we urge all 
motorists to properly 
clear their windscreens of 
frost before attempting to 
drive,” says the Brigade.

Trees key to controlling hill erosion, says Te Uru Rakau
The increasing frequency and sever-

ity of flooding events across the country 
is highlighting the critical importance 
of Te Uru Rākau – New Zealand Forest 
Service’s erosion control initiatives. 

“Loss of productive land through 
erosion has a significant impact on 
the environment, economy and local 
communities. So, while we can’t pre-
vent storms and floods happening, we 
can help mitigate against the impacts 
on people and livelihoods from slips 

and erosion, in particular by planting 
trees,” says Alex Wilson, grants and 
partnerships director, Forest Develop-
ment, at Te Uru Rākau – New Zealand 
Forest Service. 

Alex Wilson says erosion and its ef-
fects in hill country areas alone are es-
timated to cost New Zealand’s economy 
$250 million to $350 million a year. 

“Taking steps to reducing erosion 
in the upper areas of a catchment is 
much more cost effective than putting 

in flood-control structures in the lower 
areas and cleaning up after a flood. 

“Te Uru Rākau – New Zealand Forest 
Service works to protect farmland from 
storm damage by supporting farmers to 
plant trees to stabilise land, re-establish 
vegetation, or retire their most vulner-
able areas. 

“Not only does this work retain 
productive soils on farms, it also re-
duces sediment entering waterways 
and potential downstream damage.  It is 

particularly important to build on-farm 
resilience now in the face of a changing 
climate,” Alex Wilson says. 

The Sustainable Land Management 
Hill Country Erosion Programme is the 
Government’s primary means of reduc-
ing soil loss on private land - through 
actively partnering with councils. 

“Establishing partnerships between 
farmers, councils and Te Uru Rākau 
– New Zealand Forest Service are fun-
damental to the programme’s success. 

Since 2007, more than $200 million has 
been invested in erosion control through 
the programme. This includes funding 
from central government, councils, and 
farmers. 

“We encourage farmers to work with 
local councils through these voluntary 
programmes - plan how to best protect 
the vulnerable parts of your property 
and get support to take action.” 

Gisborne-Tairāwhiti is the latest re-
gion to suffer significant storm damage, 

particularly in the township 
of Tokomaru Bay, which 
has been cut in half by dam-
age to a bridge on the main 
highway. 

“Tairāwhiti has a signifi-
cant proportion of highly 
erodible land – three times 
higher than in other regions 
across New Zealand” 

In recognition of the 
severe erosion problems in 
the Tairawhiti district the 
Erosion Control Funding 
Programme (ECFP) was 
established in 1992,” Alex 
Wilson says. 

“Since that time, ECFP 
has partnered with Gis-
borne District Council to 
assist landowners in the 
planting or retirement of 
over 45,000ha of the most 
erodible land features in 
Gisborne. 

“While this is a signifi-
cant improvement, work 
still continues to reduce 
the impacts of erosion on 
the district; impacts most 
acutely felt by farmers and 
rural communities during 
heavy weather events, like 
the recent downpours on 
the east coast.” 

 Evidence of Hill Coun-
try Erosion Programme 
(HCEP) initiatives leading 
to more sustainable land 
management can be found 
in a series of case stud-
ies around New Zealand, 
including in Hawke’s Bay, 
Manawatū-Whanganui, 
Nelson,  Waikato,  and 
Greater Wellington.  

Alex Wilson says the 
case studies clearly demon-
strate how HCEP is funding 
the right tree in the right 
place for erosion control, 
helping to prevent erosion 
in hilly country, which 
means less sedimentation 
flowing downstream – and 
better water quality for 
Kiwis to enjoy.
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Trophy win for Ohakune squash 
During the weekend Ohakune Squash Club hosted the 

Central District and Waikato District senior teams as they 
contested the Inter-district Leevey Shield. Each district 
puts forward six men and six women from their districts’ 
top players. Each player plays two matches. After the 
first round of games, Waikato had a two match lead. The 
Central players needed to lift things slightly for the second 
round and they did. With good wins from both the local 
players in the Central side, Emma Rowe and Matthew 
Laurenson, it all came down to the last match, with Central 
emerging victors 11/10 overall to retain the Leevey Shield 
until next year’s fixture scheduled for Taumarunui.

Last week’s interhouse results were: Team six beat 

team one 87-72, team seven beat team three 92-75, team 
four beat team two 89-77 and team five had the bye. The 
draw for this Thursday: at 5:00pm team one plays team 
three, at 6:30 team seven plays team five and at 8:00pm 
team six plays team four. Team two has the bye. Team one 
helps with kitchen duties for the first half from 5:00 until 
7:15 and team six is on the second half from 7:15 to 9:30. 

Ruapehu Zone Interclub results from last week had 
Ruapehu College One travel to and beat Taumarunui 3 
matches to 1. Interclub draw for Tuesday next week has 
Rustic Waiouru hosting Taumarunui, Ruapehu College 
One hosts Ohakune and Turangi hosts Ruapehu College 
Two. This will complete the first round of matches.

Matthew Laurenson and Emma Rowe provided the wins for the Central District Squash Senior 
Team to take the Leevey Shield on the weekend. Photo supplied.

Update to DOC 
Covid rules

Covid-19 rules around visitors to De-
partment of Conservation properties have 
now been suspended, reports DOC.

In December, DOC introduced a Work-
place Vaccination Policy for all visitors, 
contractors, and suppliers to DOC fa-
cilities, in accordance with its health and 
safety risk assessment.

This policy was suspended on 4 May, 
meaning visitors were no longer required 
to present a valid My Vaccine Pass on entry 
to a DOC workplace.

“It remains important to follow public 
health measures like masking, social 
distancing, and not coming to our DOC 
facilities if you are unwell,” stated DOC.

Ohakune house 
project progress

The Moore Street, Ohakune, housing project is progressing well, 
with the aim to have the new community housing units completed 
by August this year. The social housing is funded by Central 
Government, on land owned by the Ruapehu District Council, with 
the RDC managing the project. Alongside the project, the driveway to 
the existing flats (to the left of the picture) is to be resealed.

Pike challenge kids 
make the Lakes

Some of Ohakune’s William Pike Challenge pupils at Tama Lakes 
recently – one of their outdoors challenges. See Page 2 for details. 


