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• Building/Alterations
• Joinery
• Design Work
• Automotive Glass

• Glass
• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Whanganui 06 348 0573 
Ruapehu 06 388 0098  I  bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD. LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

With three dedicated rural and lifestyle sales consultants who 
cover Whanganui, Ruapehu, Northern Rangitikei and Southern 
Taumarunui, at Bayleys Whanganui and Ruapehu Country,  
we have the experience to deliver our clients the best possible 
results - whatever the challenge.

If you are thinking about buying or selling, contact us today.

ALL OVER

COUNTRY

Cameron 
backs 
3-Waters 
reform

Ruapehu’s mayor Don Cameron says district councils 
such as Ruapehu have little choice but to go along with 
the Government’s 3-waters reform. He says the alterna-
tive will cost ratepayers a lot more over time.

He answers comments from a fellow-councillor:
• Councillor Adie Doyle writes (Letters, Ruapehu Bul-

letin 13 April) that only one elected member supports the 
reforms – obviously me. 

But he is incorrect on the vote, it was 8-4, not 9-3. 
The proposed Government reform will have a huge 

effect on both ratepayers who actually pay for the waters 
and the future of Local Government.

I am in favour of reform of all 3 waters – drinking, 
waste and storm waters, but have also had concerns on 
the proposed model, particularly around recognising 
each councils’ assets, the voice of each council within 
the proposed entity (both council and mana whenua) 
and prioritising essential work for one small council 
among many. 

However, these concerns were heard by the 3 Waters 
Working Party, comprising two iwi/Māori representa-
tives from each of the 4 entity areas and one additional 
representative, and 2 mayors from each of the proposed 
entities, plus one representing rural/provincial councils 
who have private water supplies within their districts. 

The chair of the Central-Local Government Steering 
Committee is Brian Hanna, with an independent chair 
Doug Martin.

Following submissions to the 3 waters Working Party 
(including Communities for Local Democracy), the 
Working party has made 43 recommendations, which 
certainly covered the concerns this council expressed in a 

Turn to Page 4

We will remember them

ANZAC Day services around the southern 
Ruapehu District were largely back 
to normal on Monday, after two years 
of pandemic disruption. Above: RSA 
members and supporters march between 
cemeteries in Raetihi after the dawn 
serice. At right, Ruapehu College leaders 
read the messages from the Prime 
Minister and the Governor General. Below: 
there was a large turn-out at the National 
Army Museum in Waiouru. Photos: Paul 
Osborne (above) Jude Chevin (right) and 
‘Rabbit’ Nottage (below).
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 
4pm daily 7 days a week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 2pm. 

UTOPIA CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
T42 7 May
Ohakune Carrot Carnival 4 June
Mardi Gras 18 June

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Got a
biodiversity

community project?
Apply now to Horizons Regional Council’s

Kanorau Koiora Taketake - Indigenous
Biodiversity Community Grant.

horizons.govt.nz

Ruapehu 
Covid 
cases 
down

The decline in weekly 
Covid-19 cases continued 
last week, with a total 
of 46 recorded up until 
Monday.

There was only one 
new case reported for 
Ruapehu yesterday.

This is down from the 
previous week of 62, 
which was down from 
98, which was down from 
102, which was down 
from the peak of 144.

There were five cases 
reported on Monday.

Last week saw six days 
with a total in single dig-
its, with just Wednesday 
in double digits, with 12 
cases reported.

The Whanganui Dis-
trict Health Board re-
ported another Covid-19 
death in the region on 
Friday.

“We would like to ex-
tend our deepest sympa-
thies and condolences to 
the family and friends,” 
s t a t e d  t h e i r  m e d i a 
spokesperson.

“The DHB and our 
community partners are 
ensuring the family re-
ceives all the support 
they need during this sad 
time.”

Emergency drones skills up over Waiouru 

Ohakune
golfers 
on fire

The Ohakune Fire Bri-
gade golf team, of Alan 
and Graham Murdie, John 
‘Spud’ Murphy and Duane 
Dixon were reunited as 
a team at the recent PBI 
FENZ National Golf Tour-
nament played in Tauma-
runui from 4-8 April. 

Once again, they all 
walked away with prizes, 
which carried on the tra-
dition of the team never 
coming away from the 
Nationals without winning 
at least one prize. 

Duane won the Gold Star 
Stableford Cup, as well as 
winning the best gross with 
his partner in the 4-ball 
competition. 

Spud won the best nett in 
the 4-ball competition with 
his partner while Alan and 
Graham were the runners-
up in the 4-ball nett (on 
count-back from Spud).

Fire and Emergency, New Zealand Police, and New 
Zealand Defence Force personnel have joined forces to 
improve their drone operating skills.

Around 25 people from all three agencies spent a week 
upskilling at a Level 3 drone training course held at the 
Army Training Centre in Waiouru.

District manager Jeff Maunder oversees Fire and Emer-
gency’s drone capability and says drones, also known as 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), are an important asset 
in emergency response.

“We use them to detect hot spots at a vegetation fire, 
complete rapid disaster assessments in a natural disaster, 
locate people and animals in need of rescue and they also 
help us gain situational awareness,” he says.

This is the first time the three agencies have come to-
gether in one place to advance their drone operating skills.

“Fire and Emergency, Police and NZDF work together 
in emergencies, and have been working together in the 
drone space for some time,” Jeff Maunder says.

“It made sense to complete the training together, 
leveraging off the capabilities and skills of each organ-
isation and building our response capability on common 
platforms.

“The collaborative training will allow us to better sup-
port each other and work together when we need to respond 
to an emergency or undertake humanitarian aid and disaster 
response work here in New Zealand and in the Pacific.”

Inspector Darren Russell, Manager Aviation, Maritime 

and Border NZ Police says the training provides 
officers operating drones with enhanced skills 
for better outcomes at high-risk situations.

“Having our people training alongside coun-
terparts in Fire and Emergency and NZDF to 
develop their skills with other highly skilled 
operators is of great value. Police appreciate 
the work of Fire and Emergency in this area and 
leading this training,” he says.

The Level 3 course was facilitated by Aviation 
Safety Management Systems. Aviation Safety 
Management Systems Chief Executive Andrew 

Shelley says the course builds on the initial 
operator qualification to provide the practical 
skills required for real world operations.

“We’re grateful to the NZDF for hosting the 
course at the Waiouru Defence Area,” he says.
Different climates

“It enabled the course participants to be ex-
posed to different climates and fly the drones 
in a controlled area where we could simulate 
different operational environments.”

Staff Sergeant Daniel Klaassen, of the 2nd 
Engineer Regiment Royal New Zealand Engi-

neers, says it was an opportunity to leverage off 
the experience and lessons learnt from industry 
partners.

“This is invaluable in this fast and ever-
developing capability.”

Jeff Maunder says the course is combination 
of lots of hard work, vision and exploring new 
ways we can better help communities in an 
emergency.

“The drone operators are now well prepared 
and keen to get back and take the new skills they 
have learnt out to the field.”

An Aviation Safety Management Systems drone in action.
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No shortage of hot topics 
for Feds’ AGM

March fire calls

Conservation 
Minister helps 
with whio release

Around seventy adults and children 
turned up to see five whio (blue duck) 
released into the Whakapapa River at the 
Swimming Hole in the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve on Friday. 

“A late message through the bush tele-
graph invited those who could to attend 
Friday afternoon,” said Ruapehu councillor 
Murray Wilson. 

A big turnout resulted, including the 
Minister for Conservation Kiri Allen and 
her 4-year-old daughter, who were holiday-
ing in the area. 

The five birds originated as eggs by the 
Manganui a Te Ao Stream, hatched at a 
sanctuary, then a hardening process to get 
used to the outdoors and then finally into 
the Whakapapa River at Owhango. 

Sometimes they take off in eagerness on 
release, but these ones were quite content 

to paddle around to the amusement of the 
crowd. 

They then met some local whio and were 
then left to get acquainted.
Vote of confidence

“This has to be a huge vote of confidence 
in the local team who make up Owhango 
Alive and their successful trapping pro-
gramme, making it safe enough to allow 
for this release,” said Cr Wilson. 

“Thanks Owhango Alive.” 
He also included a video of the release 

on his Facebook page.
The formal ceremony was performed 

with the help of Matt Howell, who gave the 
karakea, and Paora Haitana who thanked 
the Conservation Department and the 
Volunteers, on behalf of the whio chicks 
whose eggs had been harvested from the 
river to which he belongs. The Minister of Conservation, Kiri Allen, at right, enjoys seeing a group of whio that were released 

in Owhango on Friday. Matt Howell, centre left, helped with the ceremony including leading a 
karakea. Photos: Murray Wilson.

The Ohakune Volunteer Fire Brigade 
responded to 16 calls in the month of 
March. 

The calls included seven to private fire 
alarms, seven vegetation fires, one tractor 
fire (written-off) and one medical assist. 

“The brigade is still short of volunteers 
so if you think you are the right sort of 
person to suit this role please contact our 
chief fire officer Luigi Hotter in the first 
instance,” says publicity officer Alan 
Murdie. 

He also reminds all those people with 
battery-operated smoke alarms that it is 

a good idea to replace the batteries on the 
changeover to daylight saving, so now is 
the time to do it. 

“Also, with the approach of the colder 
weather just a reminder to people out 
there with fires to be very careful where 
you dispose of your ashes – under dry 
trees, shrubs, plastic buckets, over the 
neighbours fence is not a good idea,” says 
Alan Murdie. 

“If you rent your dwelling out for short 
term occupation make sure it is in your 
exit policy where the tenant is to get rid 
of the ashes. Please be safe out there.”

Four of five whio decide to hang around their release site on Friday.

Three waters reform, farm emissions pricing, stalled 
resource consent applications – there’s no shortage of 
topics for debate at the Federated Farmers Wanganui 
AGM on 4 May.

“The region’s farmers are facing challenges on all sorts 
of fronts and, in recognition of that, Federated Farmers 
national president Andrew Hoggard is joining us,” Feds 
Wanganui president Mike Cranstone says.

“It’s heading to crunch time for the He Waka Eke Noa 
partnership and efforts to find a practical way of incentivis-
ing reductions in agricultural greenhouse gases. Federated 
Farmers’ thinking on where that’s all heading, and whether 
we can support it, is what Andrew will address at the 
AGM,” Cranstone said.

New Zealand’s farmers already had a world-leading 
low emissions footprint per kilogram of meat and milk 
produced and are keen to do even better. 

“But not at the expense of us cutting food production 
for a hungry world when less emissions-efficient farmers 
overseas will pick up any production forgone here.”

Horizons Regional councillor David Cotton will also 
speak at the AGM. Cranstone said there will be discus-
sion on Horizon’s lack of progress with some irrigation 
consent applications, some of which have been stalled for 
up to three years.

“The Wanganui region is losing horticultural develop-
ments because there is a lack of certainty around being 
able to secure irrigation consents.”

Whanganui District councillor Rob Vinsen will also 

attend and the hot topic is the council’s position with the 
three water reforms. There is likely to be questions on the 
proposed kerbside recycling collection and in particular 
the costs, and apparently low emissions reduction benefits, 
of collecting food waste kerbside.
Small water supplies concerns

Alongside the three waters reform, the drinking water 
supply regulations are causing plenty of consternation 
among rural families, Cranstone said. A particular concern 
for farmers is that tens of thousands of  private and small 
rural water supplies serving farm buildings, perhaps a few 
neighbours’ houses and for filling stock water troughs look 
like being caught up in new requirements for expensive 
regular water testing, backflow prevention equipment, 
preparation of water safety plans, etc, that are properly 
targeted at larger municipal suppliers.

“Federated Farmers has argued there is no evidence 
of water safety issues with these small-scale, mostly 
volunteer-run supplies from bores and springs for farms, 
worker accommodation, rural marae and so on. 

“What’s proposed is overkill. It will mean a whole 
lot of unnecessary red tape and expense to the point that 
significant numbers of farmers are considering cutting off 
decades-old arrangements with neighbours to avoid the 
cost and hassle,” Mike said.

Wanganui Federated Farmers invites all farmers with 
an interest in agriculture and rural issues to the AGM, 
which is in the meeting room of the Wanganui Vet Club 
on Somme Parade, starting 6pm on 4 May.



4  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  27 April 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10

11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24

25

26

27

1878

©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
5. Figure out (5)
8. Rural service town in the Tararua 
district (8)
9. Third largest province by area, seventh 
largest by population (5)
10. Be party to a lawsuit (8)
11. Spacious (5)
14. Government department (abbr) (3)
16. Become smaller (6)
17. Airline which operated in NZ from 
1987 to 2001 (6)
18. Limb (3)
20. Confess (5)
24. First holders of the Ranfurly Shield, in 
1902 (8)
25. The pub in your area (colloq) (5)
26. High pointed piece of rock (8)
27. Town west of Nelson (5)

Down
1. Fittingly (5)
2. Heron species known as kōtuku (5)
3. Earth oven (Maori) (5)
4. Great New Zealand ____, sheep-
themed annual event in Te Kuiti (6)
6. Separate building for a loo (8)
7. Cousin of Marmite (8)
12. NZ’s longest serving mayor (8)
13. Government entity, launched in 2002, 
still 100% NZ-owned (8)
14. Fish (Maori) (3)
15. Benmore is New Zealand’s largest (3)
19. Woolshed worker (colloq) (6)
21. One of only two New Zealand lizards 
(5)
22. Since 1966, month when the five-
yearly census is held (5)
23. Bovine mammary gland (5)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Kapa haka, 7. Upham, 8. Tradesman, 9. Rua, 10. Hook, 11. Crease, 
13. Hapuku, 14. Sneeze, 17. Poplar, 18. Head, 20. BYO, 22. Embarrass, 23. Roger, 
24. Forestry. 
Down: 1. Ketch, 2. Pea soup, 3. Heed, 4. Kumara, 5. Chore, 6. Amiable, 7. Uncanny, 
12. Skipper, 13. Halberg, 15. Elegant, 16. Bamboo, 17. Ponga, 19. Dusky, 21. True. 

THE         CROSSWORD

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

P: 06 348 0162
E: wanganui@laserplumbing.co.nz

1A Liffiton Street, Wanganui

Laser Plumbing
Wanganui

Your complete plumbing professionals

• Residential
• Commercial
• Rural
• 24/7 Service
• Gas Fitting
• Servicing

• Maintenance
• Heating
• Drainage
• Waste Water

From Page 1
letter to the Minister following a workshop where 
we considered the ongoing costs to our ratepayers 
with and without reform. 
Staff concerned

The information our staff provided reflected the 
information from other rural/provincial councils, 
which is one of the reasons that 35 councils of 67 
have not joined C4LG. They are rightly concerned 
about their ratepayers and their financial position.

Without substantial subsidies, or one-off fund-
ing packages (usually contestable) that come 
and go with successive governments and are not 
guaranteed, the majority of councils simply cannot 
afford the required upgrades for drinking and waste 
waters, leaving aside storm water (which will need 
to be considered separately).

The current cost to Ruapehu ratepayers (with 
inflation not included) is $1430 per ratepayer, 
which agrees with  Department of Internal Affairs 
(DIA) assumption. Based on year 10 of our Long 
Term plan (2021-31), the cost will rise to $2300 
per year. Projected out to 2051, we calculated the 
cost to ratepayers as $10,478, for 3 Waters alone 
(Higher than the DIA assumption of $9620).  

With the Government reform model (assump-
tions made included comparative models in Aus-
tralia), the cost to the ratepayer drops to $1220 
from 2024 (when the 4 entities come into being). 
Following discussions on the details of costs our 
staff came to and the assumptions made by the 

DIA, even Councillor Doyle remarked, it is a 
“no-brainer”.

Being involved in the running of our six drink-
ing and waste water plants, plus four rural water 
supplies over the 15 years, not only highlighted the 
costs of running the plants and the future capital re-
quirements, but also  the lack of regulatory oversight 
by the Ministry of Health, and the cost of changing 
consent conditions required by Regional Council.
Concerns echoed

When elected on to the National Council of 
Local Government NZ 9 years ago, I found my 
concerns were echoed by all the mayors and chairs 
on the council and had been clearly expressed to 
successive governments since the late 1990’s. 

The Havelock North drinking water contamina-
tion incident in August 2016 was a wake-up call 
to both Local and Central government. Addition-
ally, the Government Auditor  General’s annual 
report consistently warned many councils were 
not collecting depreciation (funds) correctly for 
the replacement of 3-waters infrastructure, nor ap-
plying the funds collected specifically for upgrades 
or replacement of the infrastructure. 

Latterly, the Auditor General has also warned of 
a “wall of work” required to bring just the 2-waters 
up to the standard required by the new Regulator. 
The warning highlighted many councils are fac-
ing huge pressure with their rising debt levels and 
lacking either (or both) the capital and workforce 
to carry out essential work.

Reform of all 3-waters is not a new initiative, 
since first being discussed between local and central 
government before the Havelock North incident. 

Unfortunately, successive governments con-
tinued to “kick the can down the road” without 
attempting to address the obvious and rapidly 
growing problems. 
Relief at last

It is a real relief, to those of us who have been 
closely involved, that a Government has at last 
decided to address all the concerns around regu-
latory control, consenting standards, work force 
requirements and affordability to ratepayers. 

Of course there will be opposition to parts or all 
of the proposals, depending on political stance, the 
actual model proposed (the 4 Entities), governance 
and management, treatment of assets, local voice, 
etc. I am confident these concerns can and will 
be addressed when the Government announces 
their reaction to the 3 Waters Working Party 
recommendations.

The Minister of Local Government has replied 
to the C4LG proposals, which councillor Doyle 
will be publicising. 

No government would agree to such a proposal 
for such a complex of multiple plants for each of 67 
councils. There are over 30 drinking water plants 
and over 80 waste water plants operating outside 
of their consent conditions, and no guarantee that 
work required will be carried out in a timely man-
ner and on the amount allowed. Besides, Local 

Government would not be in favour of relying 
on any government funding that could be altered 
at the whim of a new Minister and/or a change in 
government, particularly when we looking at many 
billions of dollars required in the next 10 years. 

I have had  the opportunity to look into Tasma-
nia’s model over the past six years, where all 29 
councils are now in one entity and have already 
brought all drinking water plants up to the required 
standard. The entity is now moving ahead with 
bringing all waste plants up to standard and dis-
charging to land, not water bodies. Victoria is well 
down this path as well and tackling storm water.  

In a recent Webinar with management of the 
entities for both states, their closing comment was, 
“get on with it”. 

They noted that we already have funding and 
debt issues as well as a lack of expertise and 
workforce to begin to catch up on regulatory and 
consenting standards. They also noted that there 
was much the same reaction to “stolen assets, no 
local voice etc”. These issues are no longer debated 
as price harmonisation and the speed and prioritisa-
tion of work has overcome them.

When considering an issue as large and as 
important as this, our first priority must be the 
ongoing cost to the ratepayer and the quality of 
our 3 waters. Present forecasts point to both being 
compromised if councils continue to go down the 
same old path. Our council and ratepayers simply 
cannot afford to take that direction.

Cameron backs 3-Waters reform for Ruapehu

Fire near Waiouru rail lines
A number of fires near railway lines south 

of Waiouru closed the Main Trunk Line 
for a time on Tuesday afternoon last week.

Fire crews from Waiouru, Taihape were 
called to the four smaller fires that later 

merged into one area about 400 metres by 
20 metres beside the railway tracks.

A tanker, a helicopter and four rural fire 
crews alsop helped extinguish the fire.

The fire was 80 per cent contained by 

around 3.30pm, with crews focusing on 
extinguishing hotspots.

Helicopter operations stopped by about 
5pm and the fire was out by about 6.30pm.

The line was closed until 6.45pm.

Crater Lake 
still at 37°C

Mt Ruapehu’s Crater Lake temperature is still at 
37°C and has been static for the past three weeks.. GNS 
modelling suggests that about ~230 MW of heat is required 
to sustain this high lake temperature. 

Temperature and heat input remain within the typical 
range for a heating cycle.

GNS said last week that this slowing of the heating, 
in spite of the ongoing strong level of volcanic tremor 
continues to indicate heightened volcanic unrest as 
pressure could be building up at depth.

The sustained nature of the volcanic unrest, coupled 
with the volcanic tremor, elevated gas output and hot 
lake remain indicative of processes being driven by 
magma interacting with the geothermal system within 
the volcano.
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 SAYYOUR
HAVE

Tell us what you 
think about the future 
of public transport 
in the Horizons Region.
Time is running out to have your say 
on what we’re proposing and if we’ve 
got it right. The draft Regional Public 
Transport Plan 2022-32 is open for 
feedback until 12 May. 

Visit haveyoursay.horizons.govt.nz 
or freephone 0508 800 800 to find out more.

horizons.govt.nz

Free helmets thanks to grumpy old men
Ohakune Primary School – have hel-

mets will cycle – thanks to the generosity 
of a bunch of “grumpy old men” from 
Whanganui.

The 25 helmets were delivered by 
Ruapehu District’s Healthy Active Learn-
ing advisor Kirsty Davies, for Sport 
Whanganui.

Their Healthy Active Learning (HAL0 
team work with schools through the 
Whanganui region to promote healthy ac-
tive learning, including Ohakune Primary 
School.

Kirsty Davies said they have wanted to 
continue running a cycle safety programme 
but only had incorrectly fitting, damaged, 
or no helmets. 

The school staff and HAL team want to 
encourage students to enjoy the environ-
ment that is on their doorstep. 

“Nestled under Mt Ruapehu, there are a 
number of cycling trails on offer and one 
way to stay active and get out and about is 
cycling,” says Kirsty. 

“The HAL team saw an opportunity 
to fix the problem by accessing funding 
through a local charity, GOME (Grumpy 

Old Men) to purchase cycle helmets. 
Grumpy Old Men is a collection of 

community-spirited Whanganui locals who 
spend their time recycling old machinery 
for parts to on-sell, donating proceeds to 
local organisations and schools. 

“The happy result was the delivery of 
twenty-five helmets for school and home 
use.”

She said Year Six student Heleyna, has 
learnt the value of cycling safely.

“It is important to have a bike helmet 
because if you fall off your bike you could 
hit your head, which is the most important 
part of your body,” says Heleyna.

“Ohakune Primary School promote the 
values of participation and respect for 
the environment to the students. The new 
helmets will help take those values out into 
the real world with tamariki being able to 
bike safely in their unique and beautiful 
place they call home.”

Ruapehu District’s Healthy Active 
Learning advisor Kirsty Davies 

with students Holly, Aarijah, 
Christina (back row), Aileen and 

Ariana, all from Room 14.

Pokies continue 
to drain the 
most deprived 
communities

Motorcyclist dies in SH4 crash

By Aden Miles Morunga, Local Democ-
racy Reporter

Online tools to support Pasifika and 
Māori impacted by gambling harm are 
being developed as the devastation of 
gambling in the area’s poorest communi-
ties is revealed.

A flabbergasting $82 million was lost 
on class 4 pokies across the Waikato in the 
2020-21 financial year. That means that 95 
percent of the profits from pokies across 
the region are coming from the poorest 
communities.

“Every day $224,756.34 is being lost on 
these machines across the region. That is 
about $300 per person aged over 18 years,” 
Problem Gambling Foundation chief ex-
ecutive Officer Paula Snowden says.

“Overall, the amount lost on pokies 
went up by seven percent … last year. 
Nationwide the amount lost on pokies has 
been trending upward and is now rapidly 
approaching $1 billion, the highest in five 
years,” she says.

“We are always concerned when we 
know the money lost on pokies is coming 
from some of the most deprived communi-
ties in Aotearoa and the impact is being felt 
by those communities.”

The Salvation Army says the over-
representation of pokie machines in poor 

areas is a result of gambling industry activ-
ity and a key social cause of poverty and 
inequity, which disproportionately affects 
Pasifika and Māori.

Salvation Army Oasis director Lisa 
Campbell says their i-CBT (internet Cogni-
tive Behavioural Therapy) has been devel-
oped to be delivered in conjunction with 
in-person counselling but not piloted yet. 

“The i-CBT is tailored support to tangata 
whaiora (person seeking health) that is 
customized to meet the needs of tangata 
who access support from gambling harm 
services. There are several online gambling 
modules that tangata work through at their 
own pace from the comfort of their home 
or onsite.”

“The modules are interactive (using 
photos and videos), provide tasks to do to 
reflect on their own gambling and under-
stand why they gamble and harm arising 
from their gambling behavior and tools 
they can use to limit or reduce gambling. 
Delivery is via a purpose-built website,” 
she says.

A motorcyclist was killed in a crash with a car on the 
Parapara Highway on Sunday.

Emergency services were called to the site, south of 
Oruakukuru Road, at 10am.

A police spokesperson said emergency services pro-

vided medical attention, however, the motorcyclist died 
at the scene.

The road was closed between Raetihi and Whanganui 
while the Serious Crash Unit investigated, reopening 
around 3.45pm.

Kaimanawa rescue

A man in his 20’s fell and sustained a leg injury on the Umukarikari 
Track in the Kaimanawa Forest Park on Saturday and was airlifted 
from the site by the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter. He was treated by 
the onboard critical care flight paramedic and then flown to Rotorua 
hospital for further treatment.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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Back to 

June for 

Mardi Gras
The Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras will go back to a 

date in June, the Ohakune Events Trust and Audiology – 

the company that runs the event – have announced.

Last year’s event was postponed twice from June and 

eventually ran in November, due to Covid-19 lockdowns.

This year, the organisers have set the date for Saturday 

19 June. 
They intend to set a back-up date in advance, should 

there be any disruption from the pandemic.

Dates being considered for the back up are 2 October 

or 16 October.

But the organisers would like to get feedback from the 

community and businesses on which back up date would 

be best.
Audiology’s Mitch Lowe said they want what’s best 

for the town but that there “may need to be some give 

and take” 
He said any later would make it difficult to run a 

successful event as there is a lot more happening around 

the country, including university exams.

“We all know that we’re not that busy in the second 

school holidays,” said one accommodation provider.

Others said they were concerned with a potential clash 

between families and Mardi Gras visitors.

The organisers plan to announce the Mardi Gras line-

up next week and put tickets on sale – with the back-up 

date included, the week after that.

Mitch Lowe said they believe the event is getting 

better each year, with fewer issues reported.

“We think we are getting better and better and we want 

to keep improving the event.”

“In our opinion last year’s event was better behaved 

for some reason – it started in daylight whereas Mardi 

Gras usually starts in the dark.”

New lift cable 

on High

Tūroa’s High Noon Express chairlift has 

a new cable, after a four-week effort by the 

maintenance crew and rope experts.

Because of the weight of the new cable – 27 

tonnes – it wasn’t possible to fly the cable up 

by helicopter, which is a method used in the 

past.
Instead, the cable was run off its drum at the 

base of the ski area up the Movenpick chairlift, 

hanging off the chairs. From the top of the 

Movenpick it was winched over to the High 

Noon Tower 3, using diggers with pulleys to 

keep it off the ground.

The new cable was then spliced to the end 

of the old cable and hauled up the High Noon 

Express, with the lift running backwards.

Tūroa manager Mat Jonsson said at various 

stages, three diggers, the Morooka tracked 

truck and various winches, all working in 

unison to haul the cable up and into position. 

This took special care and communication to 

ensure everything ran smoothly.

He said the project involved about a week 

Turn to Page 2

Turn to Page 2

It was all hands to the rope to splice the new High Noon Express cable last week, with the work covering tens of metres 

to  “tuck in” the wires for the join so that it is smooth and seamless. Photo: Nick Love.
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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100th Waimarino 

rodeo sets new 

gate record
After having to cancel last year’s 

Waimarino Rodeo, this year the Club has 

had its most successful yet, with record 

takings at the gate on Saturday.

Rodeo secretary Cathy MacLean said 

they had also had a record number of 

entrants – 204 – but that there had been a 

lot of open bull ride entries cancel at the 

last minute.
Perfect weather, both during and lead-

ing up to the two-day event, helped in 

making the arena perfect for the rodeo, 

said Mrs MacLean.

The Club often has to water the arena 

to reduce the dust, but rain on Wednesday 

and Thursday last week meant this wasn’t 

necessary.
She said the Club thanks the Perkins 

family for turning the arena ground for 

the rodeos, and also leaving a tractor on 

standby if needed.

There was only one injury on the week-

end – a competitor in the open barrel ride 

was flown to hospital but was discharged 

with no major injury.

No animals were hurt, said Mrs Ma-

cLean, with all stock passing Ministry 

of Primary Industries and veterinarian 

checks.
Craig Wiggins, a regular commentator 

at past Waimarino Rodeos, returned from 

his home in Ashburton for the jubilee 

event.
This year was the 70th Jubilee for the 

Waimarino Rodeo, and Saturday was their 

100th rodeo. The second day of competing 

on Sunday, is actually a separate rodeo – a 

Covid claims iconic 

tourism business
Ruapehu is losing an iconic tourism 

business as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, with Mountain Air Volcanic 

Flights announcing they will be perma-

nently closing on 29 March.

“We wish to thank so many of you for 

the support we have received going back 

as far as 1988 when Keith and Robyn 

McKenzie started the business,” the 

company stated on their Facebook page.

They said that since purchasing it in 

2007, they had seen the pre GFC growth, 

the slump through the GFC and then “a 

great resurgence” until March last year 

when the Covid-19 pandemic started. 

“While our small business has not 

survived this, we know we are just 

one of many who have suffered badly 

through this crisis and our heartfelt 

thoughts go out to all of you in the tour-

ism industry who are still struggling to 

survive.”

Turn to Page 2
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Liberty-Valence Waru manages a smile while bull riding at the Waimarino Rodeo on Sunday, 

cheered on by cowboys behind the chutes. Photo: Robert Milne.
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Attempt to 

stall Māori 

wards fails
A move that could have effectively 

scrapped the Ruapehu District Council’s 

plan to establish Māori wards last week 

failed, with just two councillors voting 

for it.
At their meeting in Taumarunui on 

Wednesday, councillors were asked to 

adopt a discussion document on the Rep-

resentation Review, to go out to the public.

The discussion document was to “pro-

vide the public with an opportunity to 

feedback to council on the Representation 

Review before Council makes its final 

proposal in August”. 

“The purpose of this document is purely 

to inform early conversations with the 

public at upcoming Long Term Plan com-

munity meetings,” councillors were told.

A series of seven hui are to be held to 

gather views of the community on the 

review, along with the Long Term Plan.

However, Cr Adie Doyle announced his 

intention to bring a motion to Council, to 

rescind the decision to adopt Māori wards.

Cr Adie Doyle said he was led to believe 

that there would be a “mechanism” for the 

resolution to adopt Māori wards to be revis-

ited, following the Government scrapping 

the rule whereby a petition of more than 

5% of the district could demand a poll on 

the Māori wards plan.

“There’s no allowance for that in this 

consultation document.”

“I was also led to believe that there 

would be community consultation (on the 

adoption of Māori wards).”

He said he could not see anything to that 

effect in the consultation document.

RDC chief executive Clive Manley said 

that the council had decided that including 

a statement “do you want Māori wards” 

would effectively be running a poll on 

the issue, but that the Council had already 

decided to adopt Māori wards.

He said people could raise as many 

issues as they want at the hui on represen-

tation, but that unless councillors receive 

a lot of opposition and choose to rescind 

their own resolution, the decision has 

been made.

Decision made

Crs Elijah Pui and Viv Hoeta said the 

Council was required to make a decision 

on Māori wards by 21 May and that “we’ve 

done that”.
Mr Manley said any group of councillors 

could bring a motion to rescind a previous 

motion and would need at least a two-thirds 

majority to overturn a decision.

Mr Doyle announced his intention to 

bring a notice of motion to rescind RDC’s 

decision to adopt Māori wards.

Mr Manley said Mr Doyle could not do 

that alone and that he would need support 

of other councillors.

He suggested that councillors could de-

cide to hold over the decision on adopting 

RARO goes deep 

for rescue prep

Turn to Page 8

Nico Fournier from GNS laps up the adventure experience as part of a canyon rescue skills 

course last week with fellow-Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation (RARO) members. RARO has 

identified the need to incorporate canyon rescue skills, with canyoning growing in popularity and 

lots of options to explore the sub-alpine surrounds of the Tongariro National Park. Photo: RARO.
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Councillor Rabbit Nottage brings down the chequered flag on Cecilia Huber in her recumbent three-wheeler 

as she finishes the 25km race at Pipiriki on Sunday, in the 10th annual Raetihi Gutbuster. Event organiser 

Donna Journeaux said there was a small increase in numbers, with around 130 people entered. She hopes 

to increase entries in the future. She said there was a “really nice atmosphere” with a lot of community 

support and no incidents or injuries – apart from a Police car that had to drive through the event with lights 

flashing to attend to an escaped bull on the course. The event is held on the Pipiriki-Raetihi Road with plenty 

of windy, challenging hills for the hard-core riders who enter the 50km event and a couple of good hills for 

the 18km event. The ride takes in the amazing scenery with mountain views and pockets of native bush 

along the way. Participants have the option of an 18km run/walk, an 18km bike ride, a 25km bike ride or a 

50km bike ride, down to Pipiriki and back. Organisers always promise a bursting prize table and this year 

the organisers provided medals to all competitors who complete the course. The start and finish area is 

outside the Waimarino Museum with a market day atmosphere and food stalls. Photo: John Chapman.

Gutbuster fun to Pipiriki

‘Claytons’ 

rural rates 

remissions, 

claims Cr 

Neeson
A call by some councillors to extend the Ruapehu 

District Council’s rates remissions policy to include rural 

properties that have uninhabited houses on them, has been 

labelled as a “Claytons” remission.

Ohura ward councillor Lyn Neeson criticised the pro-

posed policy at their meeting in Taumarunui on 24 March.

She said rural ratepayers pay a large proportion of the 

rates compared to the services that they receive.

Mrs Neeson said she would prefer a differential rate but 

did not get support for that, but still wants to give rural 

people “a bit of a break”.

“But this is not going to do – it’s just a Clayton’s policy.”

Council officer Pauline Welch said that until the policy 

came into effect, they could have “no idea” how many 

properties might be affected.

She said the remission of the Uniform Annual General 

Charge on extra houses on farms could add up to half a 

million dollars. If that were the case, the shortfall would 

have to be taken up by other ratepayers.

“This (policy) is a starting point – we need to understand 

how many properties would qualify,” said Ms Welch.

She said they agree that farm owners having to pay rates 

on uninhabited houses on their land is a rural problem “but 

we need to understand the extent of the problem”.

The ‘Remissions for Extreme Financial Hardship’ Sec-

tion was added to the Rates Remission Policy in June 2020 

in response to Covid-19 related economic effects on the 

District. The Policy as a whole was not reviewed when this 

Turn to Page 4

Pandemic 

gives 
Kiwis ski 

jobs
P3

A perfect 

pack of 
pets
P4

Little 
praise for 

women’s 

service
P7

Crossing:

Experience or 

achievement?

P12



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  27 April 2022 • 7

Raetihi 8 Ameku Road

1,483sqm 4 2

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty

(unless sold prior)

4pm, Thu 19 May 2022

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Family friendly

Enjoy the amazing sunsets and views of the rural

valley to the west from this peaceful, private setting on

Ameku Road. Situated in Raetihi's dress circle, this

spacious family home of low maintenance, brick

construction comes to you family ready. Having been

recently refurbished and complete with a wood

burner, gas hot water and insulated walls and ceilings,

this sunny, north facing property will be cosy for the

family during the winter months. Top it off with the

mountain views, established gardens and the vege

patch - come and make yourself at home, and enjoy

easy living.

bayleys.co.nz/2900486

With chopper generosity 
Alison is able to keep 
ticking off her list

When the rescue helicopter is tasked to a 
mission, it’s because it is the fastest, best and in 
many cases, the only option. For Alison this was 
certainly the case.

Halfway through one of New Zealand’s most 
stunning one-day walks, among volcanic terrain, 
Alison King from Rotorua had just come off the 
scoria downhill section on the Tongariro Cross-
ing. The ground underfoot was still uneven and 
loose when the unimaginable happened.

“I’d just come off what I thought was the most 
treacherous section – the downhill scoria after 
the Red Crater.

“My friends Vicky and Stu were about 50m 
ahead. I had one foot on the ground, went to take 
another step forward with my right but my right 
foot slipped, and I fell backwards.

“My left foot didn’t move at all, instead … 
my ankle broke. When I slipped backwards, I 
didn’t feel a sharp break, but as I landed, I saw 
my foot was just dangling from my leg, so I 
knew it was bad.”

It was a picture-perfect summers morning 
on 30 January 2022. This was Alison’s second 
crossing; the first time was Christmas 2010, and 
the weather wasn’t great then. Alison didn’t see 
the lakes until she was almost upon them. 

“Returning, had been one of my goals the past 
couple of years. I have a list of things I want to do 
each year and the Crossing has been on that list 
since 2019. In January I decided I would walk it 
before the end of the season. I just wanted to see 
the lakes, so I guess I got that wish!”

As soon as Alison fell, she knew she had done 
some major damage and that she wouldn’t be 
able to walk the rest of the way. With no phone 
reception where Alison fell, Vicky had to hike 
further down the hill to get reception. Luckily for 
the friends, a couple of hikers who were resting 
nearby were able to get through to 111.

It was with relief that Alison, Vicky, and Stu 
could hear the rescue helicopter coming.  
Mission Impossible

“As we’d been walking, we’d talked about 
how it was an ideal movie location for Mission 
Impossible. 

“We had discussed the helicopter and which 
direction it would come in. When the rescue 
helicopter came into sight it was just like I’d 
pictured it could be in the movie.” 

Alison had broken her left ankle in two places. 
Inaccessible by road, Alison knew she would 
be in good hands with the Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter Crew, and the time-saving flight to 

Rotorua Hospital, which took about 45 minutes.
For the keen 5km park runner, the recovery has 

been lengthy. Alison spent five nights in hospital 
and now her cast is off her recovery is coming 
along on leaps and bounds. 

“Last week I was able to use my crutches and 
moonboot to walk very slowly. It seems so small, 
but it feels like such a massive improvement on 
using a walking frame with one leg in a cast and 
unable to bear any weight.”

Thinking back to the experience, both Alison 
and Vicky highlight that preparedness in that 
terrain is essential.

“We made sure we had food, water, layers, 
our mobile phones and ibuprofen … however 
our phones didn’t have a signal, and there isn’t 
much ibuprofen can do when your ankle is bro-
ken so I have gone out and bought a travel first 
aid kit and I know where I can hire a PLB for 
such walks,” says Vicky. 

“My advice is be prepared … even if a walk 
says it’s a 1-day hike it doesn’t mean it’s easy. 
We were lucky it was a glorious day; I found a 
nurse who could strap up Alison, and we found 
someone with a phone signal. I don’t know what 
would have happened if we didn’t have luck on 
our side.”

For Alison, it’s made her more conscious about 
the difficulties people with disabilities face and 
how privileged she is to have access to treatment 
that will return her to her prior good health.

“The crew were amazing. It doesn’t matter 
the terrain; they will find a way to get to you. I 
enjoyed chatting with Michael the paramedic and 
know I’m a statistic and one of many patients 
they transport, but the care and attention was 
superb. I don’t think I could say ‘thank you’ 
enough times.

“If there hadn’t been a helicopter available, I 
would have had a very uncomfortable (and long) 
journey out.”

The friends share their final message; “New 
Zealand is a massive country with few roads. 
The rescue helicopter means help is available so 
much quicker than by road, and they can get into 
the back country where so many New Zealanders 
spend their recreational time. You never think it 
will happen to you, but when it does you know 
you’re in safe hands.

“It’s a life saver in every sense.”
The annual Chopper Appeal is now on. Read-

ers can donate today so the crew can remain 
rescue-ready and continue to “deliver extraor-
dinary outcomes for your community”.

Rescue helicopter crewmembers help Alison down a tricky slope on the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing to the waiting rescue helicopter.

Raetihi art: get 
it before it’s 
gone, urges 
gallery
Two paintings that are on show at the Old BNZ 
gallery feature iconic Raetihi scenes and the 
gallery part-owner Anthea Hatfield would like to 
see them stay in the town. But at this stage, 
they are still for sale and will return to Auckland 
at the end of the month. The two paintings are 
by Auckland artist Martin Law, whose ‘Painter 
of Paradise’ exhibition has been on show in 
Raetihi. The exhibition closes on the weekend.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Build, Renovate, Decorate

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Winter is coming ...
Time to install your new heat pump.

Time to service your heat pump or air-conditioning.

Call us today for free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532

Experts

Finance/Office Administrator
- Te Mano o Te Whenua Tupua 

(Part Time / 10 hours per week)
Te Mano o Te Whenua Tupua has been established to represent the 
descendants of Uenuku, Tamakana and Tamahaki.  In keeping with existing  
settlement aspirations, it is currently focussed  on developing  its environmental 
division.
Having only been operating for six months, Te Mano o Te Whenua Tupua  is 
looking for an experienced and exceptional Finance/Office Administrator on a 
Part Time basis to join our team at 28 Queen Street, Raetihi, reporting to the 
Project Manager. 
Our team are dedicated, passionate and fully committed to achieving outstanding 
results across the organisation.  
You will be responsible for the Finance/office Administrator duties in relation to 
our environmental department as well as supporting our health, social and other 
divisions when these are established. We are looking for someone who is a team 
player, can adjust focus as necessary and support wherever the need is required.   
Key tasks include:
• Processing accounts payable
• Bank reconciliations
• Processing invoices and supplier payments
• Assisting with payroll
• EOM process, to ensure timeliness of reporting
• Credit Control and customer invoicing 
• Ensuring all Invoicing is captured and accurate
• Control of day-to-day income and expenditure 
• General office administration duties
Experience:
• Three years’ experience of monthly financial reporting
• Advanced Xero and Excel skills
• Previous experience in a similar finance and office administration role
• Must have practical knowledge and experience of financial office 

administration tasks
• Excellent experience using Microsoft Office
The successful applicant will be a proven team player, who can provide support 

wherever it is required.
If you are interested in joining our dynamic team, please contact Ariana Hawira 

for a Job Application and more details 027 556 6193 
or email ariana@uenuku.iwi.nz

Applications close:  Friday 13th  May 2022

SITUATIONS VACANT

Ohakune Squash
Last Thursday saw the Ohakune Squash Club host the 

Waimarino Club. Waimarino ran out convincing winners 
12-6. Ohakune will be fired up for revenge in the return 
fixture later in the year.

Ruapehu interclub results from last week had Tauma-
runui hosting and beating Ohakune three matches to one 
with all matches relatively close. Ruapehu College Two 
beat Ruapehu College One three matches to one. In the 
first round Ruapehu College One had beaten Turangi 
four matches to zero and Ruapehu College Two had 
beaten Taumarunui three matches to one.

Interhouse was due to start this week but will start 
the following week with several away mainly due to 
the school holidays. A club night will be held instead 
with practice games, which will help with final line 
placements.

Junior coaching will be starting up next week on Wednes-
days. Beginner groups will run between 3:30pm and 5:00pm 
with the more advanced players stating at 5:30pm. 

April leagues are due to be completed by Wednesday 
fourth May with spot prizes drawn from all those who 
complete all four matches.

Two new directors for power board
The Waitomo Energy Services Customer Trust 

(WESCT) has appointed Fraser Jonker and Todd 
Spencer to the board of The Lines Company 
(TLC).

William Oliver, chair of WESCT, says the trust-
ees are delighted with the skills and experience 
Fraser and Todd bring to The Lines Company board.

“Fraser and Todd are high calibre directors with 
relevant industry experience who will strengthen 
the skills we have on The Lines Company board. 
Their addition should give customers in our 
community confidence in the quality of the board 
which is guiding the future performance of The 
Lines Company.”

“The role of WESCT as 100% owner of TLC is 
to attract and appoint a skilled board of directors 
and provide oversight, so our community has an 
efficient and reliable electricity distribution sys-
tem. The Trust was pleased with the strong interest 
in these positions.”

Fraser Jonker has spent over a decade as the 
CEO of Otago-based renewable electricity gen-
erator Pioneer Energy. Pioneer Energy is 100% 

owned by Central Lakes Trust. His career experi-
ence spans electrical engineering, construction, 
maintenance and asset management. 

Todd Spencer (Ngāi Tahu) is a senior commer-
cial lawyer with Juno Legal based in Wellington. 
He has deep electricity industry and infrastructure 
experience, gained throughout his legal career and 
while an executive at Contact Energy where he 
was the Head of Commercial & New Ventures. 

Mr Spencer says, “The growth of new energy 
technologies, the drive to decarbonise the New 
Zealand energy system and the increasing focus 
of regulators, makes this an interesting time for 
network companies, and for the New Zealand elec-
tricity industry more broadly. The Lines Company 
is well placed to respond to the opportunities and 
challenges presented by these factors, continuing 
to build on the high-quality services it provides 
to its customers throughout the King Country, 
Ruapehu and Central Plateau.”

They replace Mark Darrow, who retired in 
October 2021, and Doug Troon who retired in 
April 2022.
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Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringGas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Insulation

0800 327 946

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to heat your home

Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

For everything Ohakune
Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

or 06 385 8532
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

GODFREY: HELENE 
MARGIT. Adrian, Niklas, 
Daniel & family wish 
to sincerely thank the 
emergency services, friends, 
neighbours and Helene’s 
equestrian family who 
supported us in many ways, 
including sending flowers, 
cards and food during the 
loss of our very special 
person. Please accept this 
as our personal thank you.

THANK
YOU

Taihape Veterinary 
Club Inc

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

Notice is given that the
75th Annual General Meeting

of the members of the
Taihape Veterinary Club Inc

will be held at the
Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club, Raetihi on 

Thursday 19 May 2022
commencing at 6pm

Altitude Chartered Accountants Ltd
Secretary

Nga Morehu O Uenuku 
Te Kohanga Reo

NOTICE OF AGM
Wednesday May 11th 2022, 4pm

at 2 Hukaroa Rd, Raetihi

Election of officers
- Chairman
- Secretary
- Treasurer

Nau mai haere mai

WHANGANUI RIVER 
ENHANCEMENT TRUST 

Annual Call for 
Funding Applications

Formed in 2002 as an agreement between 
Whanganui District Council, Ruapehu District 
Council and Genesis Energy, the Trust’s 
objective is to promote and encourage the 
enhancement of the waters and catchments 
of the Whanganui River. The Trust is 
now calling for funding applications for 
Whanganui River Enhancement Projects 
(Environmental, Economic and/or Social). 
For this funding round the Trust will give 
priority consideration to applications for 
innovative environmental projects that help 
contribute to the health and wellbeing of the 
Whanganui River Catchment. 
Specific criteria apply.  Application forms are 
available from:
• Whanganui District Council Office:
 101 Guyton St, Whanganui - 06 349 0001
• Ruapehu District Council Office:
 59-61 Huia St, Taumarunui - 07 895 8188.
• Trust Secretary - c/o Tokaanu Power 

Station, SH47, Turangi - 07 985 5066
Campbell.Speedy@genesisenergy.co.nz

Applications close Friday 29th April 2022

Ruapehu Mountain 
Bike Club

AGM
Wednesday 11th May 2022 

7pm @ Kings Ohakune
All welcome

Any queries, please email the club at
ruapehumbc@gmail.com

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R Y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890. SITUATIONS VACANT

MEETINGS
The following meetings of Horizons 
Regional Council will be held during May 
2022.

Tuesday 24, May

9.30am Regional Council (Livestreamed)

Wednesday 11, May

9.30am Catchment Operations 
Committee

M J McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting 2022
Dream Makers Charitable Trust

advice on Annual AGM

Date: Saturday 30th April 2022
Time: 2.00pm – 3.30pm

Venue: The AGM will be held online as a 
Zoom meeting.

For the zoom link please contact:
gordon.n@dreammakerstrust.co.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES

2022 Season Opening Soon
Apply for Job Vacancies Now

We are gearing up to open the Ohakune Chocolate Eclair Shop soon 
for the 2022 season. We have most of our team in place already, 
however we do have a few positions still to fill. If any of the following 
roles interest you, then we would love to hear from you. 

• Skilled Baker
• Bakers Assistant

• General Kitchen Hand
• Shop Assistant

Accommodation options for our staff are available also. If you are 
keen to give things a go, work at a fast pace and take pride in your 
work, then let us know and let’s see what we may have available 
for you.  

Email ohakune@plateaugroup.co.nz
or call/text 021 170 7479

SHOTGUN,12GA semi 
from $699 at RFS RAETIHI. 
Phone 06 3854121

H O W A  R I F L E  S / S 
packages from $1195. 
RFS RAETIHI. Phone 06 
3854121

WINCHESTER XPR 223 
or 308 package $1499 at 
RFS RAETIHI. Phone 06 
3854121

AIR RIFLES from $99.99 
at  RFS RAETIHI. Phone 06 
3854121



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  27 April 2022 • 11

 

Tongariro Kiwi 
Protecting taonga species from local extinction
Epro Limited advises the Tongariro community of its intention to undertake the aerial application of the 
toxin Sodium Fluoroacetate (1080) to control predators in the Tongariro Forest, to protect Kiwi from 
local extinction.  This Tiakina Nga Manu operation is on behalf of the Department of Conservation 
(DOC) over 20,187 hectares of public conservation land. 
Why Predator Control
Animal pests are one of the biggest threats to native species in Tongariro Forest.  Mustelids (stoats 
and ferrets) are the main predators of kiwi and whio.  Rats also prey on smaller forest birds, while 
possums are a significant threat to threatened plants.  Predation by stoats, rats and possums can 
lead to native species facing local extinction.
Control Area
Tongariro Forest is a unique, large, forested area in the central plateau that is home to many 
endangered native plant and animal species. 
It has a large population of kiwi and is a nationally important research site for kiwi protection methods.  
Its rivers also have the largest population of whio / blue duck in New Zealand.  Other native species 
living in the forest include karearea / New Zealand falcon, kākāriki, kākā, mātātā / fernbird, kererū, 
koekoeā /long-tailed cuckoo and pekapeka-tou-roa / long-tailed bats. 
Tongariro Forest is home to endangered plant species such as Pua o te Rēinga (Dactylanthus), 
Turner’s kohuhu and white mistletoe.
The operational area is described as public land from State Highway 4 in the west to lake Otamangakau 
in the east and extends from State Highway 47 in the south to Hohotaka road in the north.

Bait Description
Aerial application of cereal pellets containing 1080 is the most effective control method for possum, 
rats and stoats over large areas.  It is currently the only viable tool in remote, rugged terrain.  Ground 
based trapping and bait stations are effective in more accessible areas; however, the number of 
predators can overwhelm trapping networks. 
The aerial operation uses calibrated buckets and GIS mapping technology to ensure bait drops in the 
designated area.  Please see map attached. 
Prefeed bait:  Cereal based pellet, approximately 16 mm in diameter and brown in colour.
1080 bait:  Cereal based pellet, approximately 16 mm in diameter and dyed green to deter birds 
and contain cinnamon lure to attract rodents.  Containing a toxic loading of 1.5g / kg of sodium 
fluoroacetate (1080).
Precautions
The pesticide is poisonous to humans and domestic animals. Always remember:
<	 DO NOT touch or eat the bait. 
<	 WATCH CHILDREN at all times. 
<	 DO NOT EAT animals from this area. 
< Toxic baits and carcasses are DEADLY to DOGS.

Observe these rules whenever you see warning signs placed at the public access ways in the above 
areas.  Warning signs indicate pesticide residues may still remain in baits and carcasses, possibly 
for more than six months. 
If you suspect poisoning, always contact your local doctor or local hospital or the National Poison 
Centre: 0800 764 766 (urgent calls) or 03 479 7248 or dial 111.
Further Information
For further information contact Epro Limited, 283 Broadlands Road, Taupo, Phone:  07 378 4852
For further information on the Tiakina Nga Manu programme, please visit  
www.doc.govt.nz/tiakina-nga-manu.

A detailed map of the operational area may be 
viewed during business hours at: 
<		Epro Limited, 283 Broadlands Road, Taupo 
<		DOC Office, Tongariro District office
<		or on-line at www.doc.govt.nz/tiakina-nga-manu.

Commencement Date
DOC has worked closely with its Treaty Partners on 
desired outcomes and consulted with stakeholders 
and the community.  During winter Epro Limited will 
apply baits containing biodegradable 1080 over 
the area shown on the map.  The operation will 
commence with an application of non-toxic cereal 
pre-feed pellets, which will prime the rodents to eat 
the pellets. 
Following completion of pre-feeding, there will be 
a minimum of five days before the application of 
cereal pellets containing biodegradable 1080, 
which will commence on or after 9 May 2022.  
These dates are dependent on favourable weather 
and operational constraints.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and 
Supply of Alcohol Act 
2012
Pilla and Pilla Limited 
have made an application 
to the District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council for the 
Renewal of an Off Licence 
in respect of the premises 
situated at 10 Main Road, 
Waiouru known as Oasis 
Bar & Motel.  The general 
nature of the business to 
be conducted under the 
licence is that of a Tavern.  
The days on which and the 
hours during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold under 
the licence are: Monday 
- Sunday: 10.00am – 
10.00pm.
The application may be 
inspected during ordinary 
office hours at the office 
of the Ruapehu District 
Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 
59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled 
to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the 
licence may, not later than 
15 working days after the 
date of the publication of 
this notice, file a notice in 
writing of the objection with 
the Secretary of the District 
Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 
Private Bag 1001, 
Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue 
of a licence may be made 
in relation to a matter other 
than a matter specified in 
section 105(1) of the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol Act 
2012.
This is the first publication 
of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts Limited have made an application to 
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council 
for the Renewal of an On Licence in respect of the premises 
situated at Turoa Ski Area, known as Giant Cafe.  The 
general nature of the business to be conducted under the 
licence is that of a Café/Restaurant.  The days on which and 
the hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold under 
the licence are: Monday – Sunday: 10.00am – 4.30pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office hours 
at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to object 
to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 working days 
after the date of the publication of this notice, file a notice 
in writing of the objection with the Secretary of the District 
Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council, Private 
Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts Limited have made an application to 
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council 
for the Renewal of an On Licence in respect of the premises 
situated at Turoa Ski Area, known as Alpine Cafe.  The 
general nature of the business to be conducted under the 
licence is that of a Café/Restaurant.  The days on which and 
the hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold under 
the licence are: Monday – Sunday: 10.00am – 11.00pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office hours 
at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to object 
to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 working days 
after the date of the publication of this notice, file a notice 
in writing of the objection with the Secretary of the District 
Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council, Private 
Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

We are thrilled to be 
coming to the Ruapehu 

District in July!
Recreational Services is a family-focused 
business that offers full facility parks 
maintenance services across Aotearoa. 

Its recent merger with Green Options and 
Skyline Landscape Services makes it 
Australasia’s largest and most experienced 
parks specialist group.

We pride ourselves on our special culture that 
is committed to professionalism, ownership, 
people, and knowledge. We’re exceptionally 
proud to be the nominated provider for the 
Parks, Reserves and Gardens Maintenance 
contract to the Ruapehu District Council, and 
we are currently recruiting for the following 
skilled roles:
• Operations Manager
• Team Manager
• Contract Administrator
• Horticulturalist
• Mower Operators
• Handyman/Building and Maintenance 

Specialists
• Cleaning and Litter Servicepersons 

If you would like to express your interest in 
any of the above roles, head to our careers 
website careers.rs.kiwi.nz/search and 
search for the job reference Ruapehu to 
register your details with us. 

If you would like any further information, 
please get in touch with Chelsea on 021 
743 256 or chelsea@rs.kiwi.nz. 

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC
NOTICESSITUATIONS VACANT

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important 
that we get your 
ad booking and 
copy in on time, 
so that we have 

time to check 
it, plan the best 
layout and work 
on producing a 
better paper for 

you!



12  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  27 April 2022

The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Ruapehu cans Premiers rugby team

Aotearoa set to turn mawhēro pink for Pink Shirt Day

Ruapehu Rugby and Sports Club’s teams 
did not take to the field on Saturday – one 
because their opposition didn’t turn up and 
the other because they don’t have enough 
players to field a team at all this season.

The Ruapehu Seniors were due to play 
Ratana in Ohakune, but Ratana defaulted.

Ruapehu Premiers, four-time Premier 
champions during the 2010s, have folded 
their team for this season.

The loss of several veteran players over 
the past few years has proven difficult to 
cover over in Ohakune, reported Whan-
ganui Rugby.

A handful of the remaining leading 
players have headed down State Highways 
49 and SH1 to link up with their northern 
sub-union neighbours Byford’s Readimix 
Taihape.

Taihape, the Grand Hotel Challenge 
Shield holders, kicked off their campaign 
with a strong second half to overcome 
Dave Hoskin Carriers Marist 38-16 at 
Spriggens Park.

Marist opened the scoring in the 10th 
minute through a penalty by winger Dan-
iel Kauika, and then speedy centre Jack 
O’Leary, a try-scoring machine in 2021 for 
Whanganui Metro, scored after a breakout 
from inside their half.

Taihape closed the gap in the 25th min-
ute after Beau Walker dragged his tacklers 
over the line out wide, and then halfback 
Tyler Rogers-Holden beat defenders fol-
lowing a set move off the back of an at-
tacking scrum, with first five Dane Whale 

converting for a 10-8 turnaround.
But Marist are an improved side from 

the team that Taihape handily defeated 
in the first round of the 2021 games, and 
after halfback Rory Gudsell brought them 
to the line with a dash from the ruck, 
they recycled to both sides of the field for 
winger Ioane Hough-Aki to dive over in 
the 32nd minute.

The home side were stopped just short in 
the same corner but went back for a penalty 
advantage near the posts for Kauika to 
extend their lead to 16-10 at halftime.

Redoubling their efforts at the change-
overs, Taihape struck back after their 
Ruapehu import and representative hooker 
Roman Tutauha rolled through a tackle 
to score off the ruck four minutes after 
resumption – with Whale converting 
to regain the lead which they never 
relinquished.

Marist had a try disallowed after a fum-
ble earlier in the attacking movement, and 
when Taihape got straight out to attack their 
line, defenders never getting back onside 
to make tackles saw a penalty try awarded 
for an automatic seven points at 24-16.

The home side’s chances of another 
comeback were thwarted approaching the 
last 10 minutes with a professional foul 
yellow card, and then Taihape utility back 
Luke Whale backed up a burst at the line 
to score.

Another yellow card for impeding a pass 
saw Marist further reduced, to 13, and with 
plenty of gaps to exploit, Taihape swiftly 

Gabriel Hakaraia in action for previous rivals Taihape, on Saturday. He is one of a handful of 
ex-Ruapehu Premiers players who have headed south so they can keep playing. Photo: Merrilyn 
George.

got onto attack and another Ruapehu representative import 
in prop Gabriel Hakaraia burrowed over beside the posts.

Taihape will take the shield on the road again this com-
ing weekend, heading up the Waitotara Valley to meet a 
fresh Settler’s Honey Ngamatapouri, who took the first 
bye of this new-look format.

Grand Hotel Challenge Shield – Byford’s Readimix 
Taihape 38 (Beau Walker, Tyler Rogers-Holden, Roman 
Tutauha, Luke Whale, Gabriel Hakaraia tries, penalty try; 
Dane Whale 3 con) bt Dave Hoskin Carriers Marist 16 
(Jack O’Leary, Ioane Hough-Aki tries; Daniel Kauika 2 
pen). HT: 16-10 Marist.

Pink Shirt Day is nearly here – Friday 20 
May – and is about reducing bullying by 
celebrating diversity in all its forms. The 
goal is to make schools, workplaces, and 
communities safe, supportive, welcoming 
and inclusive to all. 

“Join the movement to Kōrero Mai, Kōrero 
Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak up, Stand 
Together, Stop Bullying,” says Shaun Rob-
inson, chief executive of the Mental Health 
Foundation.

The official campaign tees are available 
for sale at select Cotton On stores and online. 
The sizing ranges from kids 2 ($15) through 
to adult 5 XL ($25). 

“Bullying in Aotearoa is a real problem. 
We have the third-highest rate of school bul-
lying out of 36 OCED countries, and 1 in 10 
workers feels discriminated against or bullied 
at work,” says Shaun Robinson. 

“Those who are bullied are far more likely 
to experience mental health issues. 

By wearing a pink t-shirt on Friday 20 
May, you’re showing a commitment to 
creating a kinder, more inclusive Aotearoa 
where everyone feels safe, valued, and re-
spected regardless of gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, ability, religion or cultural 
background.”

He wants help to make it the biggest Pink 

Shirt Day yet.
“Encourage your colleagues, friends and 

whānau to get involved. Invite them to visit 
our website and register for updates here. 
Gather in your workplace for a morning tea 
to learn more about the people you work with. 

“The more people engage with Pink Shirt 
Day activities across Aotearoa the more we 
will help reduce the incidences of bullying. 
We all have a role to play in becoming Up-
standers – someone who intervenes when 
they witness bullying. By uniting against 
bullying, we’re helping make Aotearoa a 
better place to live”.

Readers are encouraged to fundraise for 
Pink Shirt Day, with all donations going 
to the Mental Health Foundation to raise 
awareness about bullying prevention, fund 
education workshops and supply thousands 
of free resources that promotes inclusive 
workplaces, schools/kura and communities.

For ideas on how to support Pink Shirt Day 
in workplaces, schools and the community, 
visit www.pinkshirtday.org.nz.  

“I strongly encourage you to celebrate the 
day in the most imaginative way possible. 
Let’s shine a light on bullying on Friday 
20 May, and work together to create real, 
meaningful change all year round.” says Mr 
Robinson.

Pink Shirt Day is all about reducing bullying by celebrating diversity.


