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Cycle tourism riding high: Nash
New Zealand’s iconic cycle trails, including Ruapehu’s, 

are experiencing a boom in popularity and new research 
shows they are driving economic activity in the regions 
as well as benefits for health and wellbeing.

Tourism Minister Stuart Nash has released two reports 
into cycle trails and cycle tourism. The first report analyses 
the 22 Great Rides in the Ngā Haerenga cycle trail network. 
The second report provides insights into cycle tourism 
trends here and in Australia.  

“Cycle trails and cycle tourism not only benefit the 
health of cyclists and walkers, they are boosting local 
economies to further accelerate the recovery,” said Stuart 
Nash.

“The 22 Great Rides of the Ngā Haerenga cycle trails 
network have enjoyed a surge in use from people on bikes 
and on foot, with almost 2.19 million trips in the year to 
30 June 2021.

“It is an increase of more than 204,000 trips annually, or 
10.3 per cent growth in trail usage. The report compares 
June 2020 to June 2021 data with research from the year 
February 2019 to February 2020, when there were 1.98 
million trips.
Kiwi families outdoors

“Following the border closure in 2020, Kiwi families 
increasingly took to their bikes and to walking in the great 
outdoors. There was a corresponding surge in spending 
and economic activity in the regions.

“The number of visitor nights in accommodation provid-
ers along the Great Rides cycle trails was 3.62 million in 
the year to June 2021. It was an annual increase of 560,000 
visitor nights, representing growth of 18 per cent.

“Visitor spending attributed to the Great Rides cycle 
trails was $951 million in the year to June 2021, an increase 
of $226 million, or an impressive 31 percent growth in 
economic activity.

“Cyclists and walkers are spending more on regional 
accommodation, food, beverage and hospitality providers, 
and associated tourism and leisure activities like transport 
or cultural events. Cycle trails are bringing a direct eco-
nomic contribution to the regions.

“Cycle trails and cycle tourism are incredibly popular 
with Kiwis, whether they live locally or are exploring 
further afield. Cyclists and walkers appear to have taken 
to heart the Tourism NZ promotion to ‘do something new, 
New Zealand.’”

Cycling families are on the increase and towns like Ohakune are benefitting from the new popularity. Photo: Martyn 
Davies, Mountains to Sea.Turn to Page 12
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 
4pm daily 7 days a week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 2pm. 

UTOPIA CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 3:30pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of 
cabinet food and beverages, including regional famous Volcanic 
coffee, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for 
both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A 
perfect place for everybody! 

What’s on 
around 

Ruapehu
T42 7 May
Ohakune Carrot Carnival 4 June
Mardi Gras 18 June

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

P: 06 348 0162
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1A Liffiton Street, Wanganui

Laser Plumbing
Wanganui

Your complete plumbing professionals

• Residential
• Commercial
• Rural
• 24/7 Service
• Gas Fitting
• Servicing

• Maintenance
• Heating
• Drainage
• Waste Water
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Raetihi 8 Ameku Road

1,483sqm 4 2

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty

(unless sold prior)

4pm, Thu 19 May 2022

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Family friendly

Enjoy the amazing sunsets and views of the rural

valley to the west from this peaceful, private setting on

Ameku Road. Situated in Raetihi's dress circle, this

spacious family home of low maintenance, brick

construction comes to you family ready. Having been

recently refurbished and complete with a wood

burner, gas hot water and insulated walls and ceilings,

this sunny, north facing property will be cosy for the

family during the winter months. Top it off with the

mountain views, established gardens and the vege

patch - come and make yourself at home, and enjoy

easy living.

bayleys.co.nz/2900486

Campaign celebrates return of 
key passenger rail services

Save Our Trains Cam-
paign says return of key 
passenger services a major 
win for travelling public, 
and the first stop on the 
journey to rebuild passen-
ger rail throughout New 
Zealand.

KiwiRail announced last 
week that the Northern 
Explorer (Auckland–Wel-
lington) and Coastal Pa-
cific (Picton–Christchurch) 
services will return to the 
tracks in September 2022, 
will take domestic point-
to-point passengers, and 
will run to their pre-2021 
schedules.

Save Our Trains spokes-
person Dr Paul Callister 
says the first goal of their 
#SaveOurTrains campaign 
has been achieved – main-
taining existing inter-city 
passenger rail services.

He thanked the many 
New Zealanders who had 
signed the Save Our Trains 
petition and supported the 
campaign.

Dr Callister says the 
campaign will be approach-
ing KiwiRail for more in-
formation about the acces-
sibility and affordability 
of the restored services to 
passengers.

“It is important that fares 
are aimed at a price point 
affordable to everyday New 
Zealanders and this is used 
as an opportunity to ensure 
access for those living in 
the regional communities.”

Dr Callister says it is a 
celebration, but there is a 
lot to do long term.

“The next step is to de-
velop our public transport 
services. That requires the 
Government to take a lead-
ership role in planning 
for an integrated public 
transport network across 
New Zealand, taking into 
account accessibility, cli-
mate action, and regional 
development.”

The Save Our Trains 
campaign was started in 
late January by concerned 
members of the public after 
KiwiRail’s announcement 
in December 2021 it was 
removing same day sched-
uled passenger services 
throughout New Zealand.

Over 8000 people have 
signed the Save Our Trains 
petition.

The petition to Save Our 
National Passenger Rail 
Network reads: “We call 
on the Government and 
KiwiRail to commit to 
maintaining existing inter-
city passenger rail services. 
Furthermore, we ask for 
a comprehensive national 
strategy for future pas-
senger rail services built 
around concern for cli-
mate action and economic 
development.”

The petition to Save Our 
National Passenger Rail 
Network can be found at: 
https://our.actionstation.
org.nz/p/saveourtrains

Two train fans: Paul Baranowski, a tourist from the USA, and Anthea Hatfield, a local from Raetihi. 
Both are fans of rail and both want rail to thrive, for different reasons.
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Ruapehu Covid cases declining

RDC’s plan for water reform ‘that works’

Covid-19 cases in the southern Ruapehu District appear 
to have reached a peak and now on the decline, with 62 
cases in the seven days to 18 April.

The peak week was 142 cases, from 22 March to 29 
March, followed by 102, then 98 cases.

The first case was recorded – in Waiouru – on 25 
February.

The following week saw 23 cases recorded, then 40, 
then 90, then the 142 peak.

In the Whanganui District Health Board area, 94 
new cases were reported on Monday, including three in 
Ruapehu.

On Tuesday 12 April, nine cases were reported in Rua-
pehu; eight on the 13th; 16 on the 14th, four on the 15th; 
four on the 16th; nine on the 17th; and three on the 18th.

The WDHB says that there can be a discrepancy be-
tween numbers the WDHB reports and the Ministry of 
Health numbers, due to reporting and publishing times. 

Anyone with any symptoms of COVID-19, includ-
ing a runny nose, headache, fatigue, sneezing or a sore 
throat, WDHB advises them to isolate and arrange to be 
tested. Call Healthline 0800 358 5453 with any concerns 
or questions.

Clinic details for vaccination, locations for RAT test 
distribution and testing – including clinic details for Waka 
Hauora (health bus), which is doing RAT test distribution 
in the region, is at the following sites online: www.wdhb.
org.nz and www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19/

Tuesday’s data was not available at the time the Ruapehu 
Bulletin went to print. 28/2-6/325/2-27/2 7/3-14/3 15/3-21/3 22/3-28/3 29/3-4/4 5/4-11/4 12/4-18/4

Ruapehu District Council is one of 32 territo-
rial authorities (councils) that are members of 
Communities 4 Local Democracy He hapori mō 
te Manapori (C4LD) have presented politicians 
with their plan for three waters reform that could 
gain wide support.

The mayors presented their 10-point plan for 
reform to the Minister for Local Government, 
Nanaia Mahuta and Department of Internal Af-
fairs officials, as well as Green Party Co-Leaders 
Marama Davidson and James Shaw, and Green 
MP Eugenie Sage. The group had already pre-
sented its models to the National Party and ACT.

“Having the opportunity to meet with the 
Ministers and spell out a well thought out al-
ternative proposal that could bring the whole 
country on board with these reforms was well 
worth the effort,” says Ruapehu Councillor 
Adie Doyle.

“Many constituents have given a clear mes-
sage that they’re not in support of the govern-
ment’s reform model as it is currently proposed. 
Yes, we have challenges with our water supplies, 

as do many other councils around the country, 
but there is a changing mind-set that more 
expenditure is needed in this space and that 
expenditure has begun already. 

“Yes, we as a small rural community do not 
have the resources to fulfil all of the require-
ments under the current act but the same finan-
cial constraints can be said for roading. The 
solution with roading is a local input as well 
as a national input. The solution for water is 
encompassed in the 10-point proposal outlined 
to the ministers.”

He says Ruapehu District Councillors are 
keen to work with government on a solution that 
works for everyone, provided that local voices 
and ownership are retained.

Manawatu District mayor and C4LD chair 
Helen Worboys said that the group is keen to 
work with all parties to ensure any reforms 
have the broad base of support needed for major 
long-term infrastructure investment.

“The proposals we’ve brought to the table 
enable the Government to deliver on all its 

aims, create opportunities for strong and lasting 
partnerships and deliver safe, sustainable and 
affordable water services for all New Zealand,” 
she said.

“They enable us build on existing partner-
ships and forge new relationships with Mana 
Whenua at a local level that consider co-design 
and partnership arrangements to acknowledge 
and enable Te Tiriti based pathways at a local 
and regional level.

“They also provide for the continuation of 
local influence and community property rights.

“We’re confident that we’re in line with the 
majority of New Zealanders. We’ve presented a 
reform framework that is directly supported by 
nearly half of councils in New Zealand and is 
aligned with the views of the majority of other 
councils, most notably Auckland representing 
1.7 million people.”

The full presentation to the minister outlining 
C4LD’s framework for reform is now avail-
able at www.communities4localdemocracy.
co.nz/ideas

C4LD’s 10 point proposal for compromise 
- supported by all members - reads:

• Foundation principle - community property rights 
in Three Waters assets are to be both respected and 
meaningful.

• The Government should agree to amend its current 
reform process and allow time for the revised approach 
to be reflected in draft legislation.

• With respect to investment decision-making, asset 
owners should actively seek to initiate authentic discus-
sions with mana whenua at a local level that consider 
co-design and partnership arrangements that acknowl-
edge and enable Te Tiriti based pathways at a local and 
regional level.

• In return, asset owners agree to commit to meeting 
health and environmental standards, once known, within 
an appropriate time frame.

• The regulatory framework should specify a “back-
stop” provision that identifies a set of circumstances, 
which would justify future Crown intervention if an as-
set owner was not making acceptable progress towards 
meeting those regulatory requirements.

• Progress should be reported on annually by asset 
owners and be benchmarked across the sector.

• To further incentivise sector progress, a formal pro-
cess might be established that requires an asset owner to 
prepare a plan that would map out the steps it proposes 
to take to meet the required standards in a financially 
viable and sustainable manner.

• A process to finance and allocate funds to areas 
that will require financial assistance be designed that is 
national in application and independently administered 
accordingly to objective and transparent criteria (this is 
consistent with the recommendation of the Productivity 
Commission in November 2019).

• This subsidy scheme will be designed to meet invest-
ment shortfalls until such time as sufficient progress has 
been made.  At which point the scheme will cease and 
asset owners will finance matters on a business-as-usual 
approach.

• A sector-wide sector best-practice improvement 
process be created and membership made compulsory. 
(In a similar manner used to implement successfully the 
One Network Road Classification Framework and now 
One Network Framework in the road infrastructure area, 
and governed by Waka Kotahi and the Local Govern-
ment Sector.)

Mountains to Sea up 50%
Use of the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono cycle trail was 

up 51% year on year for the year ended June 2021, reports tracks 
manager Lynley Twyman.

The local figures back up the national trend in cycling (see 
story front page)

A total of 31,394 journeys were taken, with cyclists up 78% 
over that time. Walkers declined through this period, likely due 
to the absence of overseas Te Araroa walkers.

Based on average spend survey data collected from trail users, 
this represents a contribution to the local economies of $14.1 
million.

Timber Trail NZ was up 47% year-on-year for the year ended 
June 21 (with 18,313 journeys), with cycling journeys up 58% 
and a smaller increase in walkers.

Based on average spend survey data collected from trail us-
ers this represents a contribution to the local economies of $9.3 
million.

“With the continued work on our trails to ensure they are a 

fantastic Great Ride, we expect these numbers to continue to 
grow over the foreseeable future,” says Twyman. 

“The Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono appeal will continue 
to be enhanced with new ‘connected pathways’ in the Ruapehu 
region (Te Ara Mangawhero and a connection from Horopito to 
the Last Spike, with a longer term vision connection to National 
Park Village via the Pōkākā ecosanctuary being developed by 
Uenuku.  

“Additionally the continued development of accommodation 
and logistics options for users will continue to enhance the halo 
of benefit right across our communities as these are typically run 
by small local operators with a true heart for both the trails and 
their communities.

“Our trails traverse diverse landscapes and environments, cul-
tural and historical identifies and stories, all within an easy drive 
for most New Zealanders. Not only that, but the trails provide 
wonderful places for locals to get out and connect with nature, 
get some exercise and discover their own backyards.”
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
1. Maori performing arts (4,4)
7. New Zealander awarded the Victoria 
Cross twice in WWII (5)
8. A chippy, plumber or sparky, to name 
a few (9)
9. Potato variety (3)
10. Catchy part of a tune (4)
11. Fold (6)
13. Fish also known as groper (6)
14. Convulsive exhalation (6)
17. Fast-growing tree introduced in the 
1830s, commonly used in shelter belts (6)
18. School principal (4)
20. Option at some restaurants (3)
22. Humiliate (9)
23. Architect of radical economic policy of 
the 1980s, ___ Douglas (5)
24. Industry that employs 35,000 in NZ 
and contributes 1.6% to our GDP (8)

Down
1. Two-masted sailing vessel (5)
2. Thick fog (colloq) (3,4)
3. Pay attention (4)
4. NZ sweet potato (6)
5. Tedious task (5)
6. Friendly (7)
7. Strangely unsettling (7)
12. Captain (7)
13. Person our annual sports awards are 
named after (7)
15. Graceful (7)
16. Giant woody grass (6)
17. New Zealand tree fern (5)
19. Sound in Fiordland National Park (5)
21. Factual (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Praying mantis, 8/9. Taranaki Hard, 10. Muesli, 12. Enrage, 14. Can, 
15. Myrtle, 17. Tattie, 19. Yarn, 21. Real-life, 23. Mount Aspiring. 
Down: 1. Treasury, 2. Bypass, 3. Enza, 4. Imminent, 5. Anchor, 6. Pier, 11. Ice cream, 
13. Griffins, 16. Tenant, 18. Tilers, 20. Atom, 22. Apps. 

THE         CROSSWORD

Community and Emergency Services
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285 or Phone 06 3853253 and 
leave message

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402

Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Mountain 
Church, 027-206-4774. Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. 
Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Nick Watson 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Wanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Justin 021 173 5767

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

To update your details call 06-385-8532
Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday

ALL RATES PLUS GST

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

45 Clyde Street, Ohakune.
Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 

Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep: Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

Advertising Rates

Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 

Display 
Casual $5.40 per col cm 
300cm $4.32 per col cm 
500cm $4.05 per col cm 
1000cm $3.56 per col cm 
2500cm $3.24 per col cm 
5000cm $2.91 per col cm 

Classifieds
Run-ons (16 words) $10.00 
Extra words,  61c each 
Bold Display Classified $4.87 

Truck crash blocks 
Desert Road

They shall
grow not old ...

Councillor
Rabbit

A truck crashed and rolled on the Desert 
Road near to Tree Trunk Gorge Road on 
Thursday, blocking State Highway One for 
most of the day.

The driver of the truck was critically 
injured in the crash and airlifted to Waikato 
Hospital.

The road was blocked from 1.53 am and 
finally reopened at around 4pm.

There was a noticeable increase in traf-
fic through Ohakune throughout the day 
as traffic was diverted to SH49, SH4 and 
SH47.

A line of traffic from the iSite in Ohakune, back to the Carrot Park on 
Thursday. With very few options to pass on SH49 between Ohakune and 
Waiouru, there were regular processions of vehicles following trucks and 
other slower vehicles through town on Thursday.

A truck with a refridgerated trailer had to be moved to allow SH1 to be reopened on Thursday. 
Photo: Waka Kotahi.

Remember the ANZACs: McKelvie
Local Member of Parliament Ian McKelvie urges read-

ers to remember the ANZACs next Monday.
• ANZAC day is a day we New Zealanders must never 

forget. On this day we commemorate the landing of New 
Zealand and Australian troops on the Gallipoli Peninsula 
on 25 April 1915, during the First World War. 107 years 
ago our country’s sacrifice was so great and the ANZAC 
contribution so valiant our soldiers earned the respect of 
their allies and adversaries. The cove at which the AN-
ZACs came ashore now bears their name.

All of the original ANZACs have passed away, but 
their legacy remains and we must not lose sight of the 
significance for New Zealand of the sacrifices made at 
Gallipoli. On ANZAC Day we gather to remember and to 
reflect. We owe it to all those who died and served then, 
and to all those who have subsequently contributed to the 
defence of our nation.

New Zealand has a proud history of standing shoulder 
to shoulder with our allies against injustice and tyranny 

and we paid a high price in two world wars. But we must 
also remember those who served and gave their lives in 
other conflicts too.  

Of course this year our thoughts are with the people of 
Ukraine, as the 50 New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) 
personnel who arrived in England on Monday on board a 
C130 Hercules to commence their mission to help transport 
donated military equipment. Over the next few months, our 
C130 will join a chain of other military aircraft from allied 
nations, carrying much-needed equipment and supplies to 
key distribution centres throughout Europe. In addition the 
NZDF deployed nine intelligence analysts to Belgium in 
late March to assist the Ukrainian wart effort.

Provincial New Zealand was hit hard by WW1. Many 
Rangitikei towns have their own cenotaphs and memorials 
to honour those who fought and lost their lives in conflict. 
Today the Rangitikei electorate (which includes Ruapehu) 
has the greatest military presence in the New Zealand, 
incorporating Ohakea, Waiouru and Linton; and our armed 
forces are a vital part of the region. I hope you’ll do your 
best to take part in one of the many things happening in 
the Rangitikei this weekend in recognition of this special 
day in our Nation’s history - and take time to remember 
those who gave, and continue to give, so much.

We Will Remember Them.
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With Aotearoa’s borders re-open, there’s a much 
bigger chance of catching the flu this winter. Getting 
a flu jab is your best defence and it’s FREE if you’re:

•  Aged 65 and over
•  Māori or Pasifika aged 55 and over
•  Pregnant

Talk to your doctor or local pharmacy 
0800 611 116 | health.govt.nz/flu

Protect yourself and 
your whānau this winter
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HAVE 
YOUR SAY

What should the freshwater your mokopuna 
(grandchildren) care for look like? 
Have your say in freshwater 
management by 24 May. 

Horizons Regional Council
wants to know your vision
for freshwater.

freshwater.horizons.govt.nz

ANZAC Services
Raetihi – 7am, Raetihi Community Centre

Ohakune – 11am, Memorial Gates
Waiouru Civic Service – 11am, 

National Army Museum

Stay Safe!Stay Safe!

Mayor Don and PhylMayor Don and Phyl

Kath, Jenna & Polly

We Stand Together

Licensed REAA 2008

“...they came from 
the uttermost

ends of the earth...”

Strength as a community And at the going down of the sun, 
we will remember them

Horizons surveys public transport views
Horizons Regional Council is asking for com-

munity feedback on their draft Regional Public 
Transport Plan 2022-32 from Monday 11 April.

Regional Passenger Transport Committee chair 
Sam Ferguson says the Plan sets the framework for 
how Horizons plans and delivers public transport 
services and infrastructure across the region over 
the next 10 years.

“Our vision is to provide an attractive, integrated 
and convenient public transport system that con-
nects communities, enhances their wellbeing and 
environment, and becomes the preferred mode of 
transport in and between urban areas,” says Cr 
Ferguson.

“The Plan indicates how we hope to achieve 
this and we want to know from our community if 

we’ve got it right, if there’s anything missing and 
if we’re focusing our efforts in the right place.”

Cr Ferguson says the Plan includes some 
ambitious targets to reduce emissions and traffic 
congestion and signals proposed changes to the 
current network.

“One of our targets is to triple the patronage 
on our public transport services by 2032 and to 

do that we’re going to need more people using it. 
So, we want to know what would make someone 
switch from using a private vehicle to using a bus, 
or hopping on the Capital Connection rail service 
to get to Wellington instead of driving.

“Some of the proposed changes include urban 
bus service improvements in Palmerston North and 

Turn to Page 7
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www.armymuseum.co.nz
P: 06 387 6911

State Highway 1, Waiouru
Open daily 9am-4:30pm

 » Anzac Day service 11am
 » Research your family history
 » New kids Taonga Trail and 

 Kids HQ
 » Military vehicle display (all day Sun 

 and Mon morning)
 » Explore our latest exhibition 

 The Death Ship: A Fateful Voyage

JOIN US
this Anzac Day

Regional Council 
wants views 
on freshwater 
future

What would you like for our freshwater 
in 50 years’ time? Horizons Regional 
Council is asking people for their vision 
for the future of freshwater in the region.

Horizons chair Rachel Keedwell says 
that council is engaging with the region’s 
community on long-term visions as part of 
a wider programme of work that will give 
effect to central government’s Essential 
Freshwater package, announced in 2020.

“The package places the health and 
well-being of the water first in decision-
making, and includes a revised National 
Policy Statement for Freshwater Manage-
ment which requires Horizons to notify a 
revision to the One Plan by 2024,” says 
Ms Keedwell

“This work includes partnering with 
tangata whenua and engaging with com-
munities and stakeholders to determine 
our future regional policies for freshwater.

“We really want to know about the goals 
and aspirations our community would like 
to see for freshwater.

“We want to understand and embrace 
our communities’ shared knowledge and 
experiences of freshwater, including 

mātauranga Māori, to enable us to look 
after freshwater better.”

In catchments where there are river 
Treaty Settlements, like Whanganui and 
Whangaehu, the community conversations 
will be lead through the development of 
the river strategies and be co-ordinated 
with Horizons freshwater planning process.

“We have presented data and informa-
tion on a new website called Oranga Wai 
– Our Freshwater Future, where any mem-
ber of the public can explore the region’s 
waterways before giving us their feedback 
on their visions for freshwater both current 
and for future generations,” she said.

“We are working in partnership with iwi 
and hapū through an agreed process, and 
also engaging with key stakeholder groups, 
as well as our communities - principally 
via online methods given current Covid-19 
settings.”

Engagement on freshwater visions 
closes Tuesday 24 May at 5pm.

To see the new site head to https://fresh-
water.horizons.govt.nz/

Any questions can be sent to their 
dedicated freshwater email address info@
ourfreshwaterfuture.nz.

The regional council wants to know your views on how local freshwater should be in the future.

Whanganui, and investigating better regional connections 
to the likes of the Wellington, Taranaki, Waikato and the 
Hawke’s Bay regions.

“We’re also proposing to … (review) existing services 
in places such as Raetihi and Ohakune.

“Regardless of where people live in the region, we 
want to hear their thoughts. I encourage people to go to 
haveyoursay.horizons.govt.nz, visit one of our office or 

service centres or call freephone 0508 800 800 to provide 
feedback before 12 May.”

Once submissions have been received, submitters will 
have the opportunity to speak at the hearings, which are 
due to be held on 9 and 10 June 2022.

Public consultation will run from 11 April – 12 May, 
with more information available at haveyoursay.horizons.
govt.nz.

From Page 6

Horizons surveys 
public transport views
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T	Diggers
Road	Roller
All	Concrete	Work
Concrete	Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027	241	3412
DIPLOMA	IN	LANDSCAPE	DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414
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Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Insulation

0800 327 946

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to heat your home

Experts ~ at your service
Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Winter is coming ...
Time to install your new heat pump.

Time to service your heat pump or air-conditioning.

Call us today for free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

Steele, Waters up for 
green farm award

Blue Duck Station is up for a farm environment 
award – among six entrants in the 2022 Ballance Farm 
Environment Awards Entrants for the Horizons Region 
(Manawatu-Whanganui, including Ruapehu).

“We are thrilled to have received a range of excellent 
entries from across the country for this year’s awards,” 
said NZFET Chair, Joanne van Polanen. 

“It shows that despite all of the disruptions to business 
and life in general, farmers and growers across New 
Zealand are committed to environmentally sustainable 
practices. We are thrilled to be able to recognise and share 
their stories.”

To ensure the safety of staff, entrants and judges, the 
regional awards events, due to start in March, have been 
postponed until June and July 2022. 

“We are determined to run in-person functions to cel-
ebrate the entrants, but will do this when it can be done 
more safely,” said van Polanen.

Dan Steele and Sandy Waters run Blue Duck Sta-
tion, which features a diverse farming operation that 

encompasses sheep, beef, tourism, honey and carbon 
sequestration.

The couple have been farming the land since 2005. They 
also now lease the neighbouring Retaruke Station from 
Dan’s parents, meaning their business operation spans 
just over 2800ha.

The business is split fairly evenly between farming, 
tourism and honey, with the remaining 10% of income 
from the New Zealand Emission Trading Scheme. 

Across the mainly steep land, they run just over 5000 
sheep and about 600 cattle. 

The environmentally conscious couple are interested 
in low-input, humane farming that fits the environment.

Their successful tourism business offers guests unique 
experiences such as horse treks, guided hunting, bush 
safaris, and kayaking and jetboating down the Whanganui 
River.

Guests can stay overnight and enjoy fine dining at The 
Chef’s Table – a restaurant that dishes up produce mainly 
farmed, grown and foraged on the farm.

Dan Steele and Sandy Waters and family – up for a farm environmental 
award. Photo: Angela McCoubrie.

‘Significantly more work needed’ to 
remedy environment woes: Fish & Game

Fish & Game says the latest stocktake of the 
New Zealand environment points to significantly 
more work being required to improve water qual-
ity and reverse wetland loss.

Commenting on the release of the Environ-
ment Aotearoa 2022 report last week, NZ Fish 
and Game Council chair Ray Grubb pointed out 
that there were positive aspects to the analysis, 
but also ongoing concerns.

“It is encouraging that the authors have high-
lighted the important link between environmental 
health and people’s wellbeing,” says Grubb.

“Fish & Game has long understood the physi-
cal and mental health benefits of spending time in 
the outdoors and has actively been encouraging 
greater participation in recreational fishing and 
hunting as a result.”

However, Gubb says the findings for water 
quality and wetland loss continue to be cause 
for serious concern.

For example, the report details that 46 per 
cent of lakes are in poor health, vast lengths of 
New Zealand’s rivers are adversely impacted 
by nitrogen and phosphorous inputs, with 17 
per cent severely degraded by nutrient pollution.

“These worrying statistics are not new or 
surprising. They are the legacy of poor policy 
and woeful water management for far too long.

“The Environment Aotearoa 2022 report sends 
no clearer message to regional councils that they 
must make meaningful steps towards implement-
ing the Freshwater National Policy Statement and 
specifically the primacy it gives to te mana o te 
wai, which places environmental health of our 

freshwater resources above economic interests.”
Also highly concerning for Fish & Game is 

the ongoing loss of wetlands, with the report 
finding that a further 1498 hectares of these 
threatened ecosystems were drained between 
2012 and 2018.

“New Zealand has already lost 90 per cent of 
its original wetland cover. To see that the decline 
has been allowed to continue, in this day and age, 
is a disgrace.”

Wetlands play a vital role in the hydrologi-
cal cycle, including mitigating floods, and they 
provide habitat for numerous native and valued 
introduced species of animals and plants.

Across the country Fish & Game is at the fore-
front of assisting landowners create and improve 
wetlands, and a portion of each duck hunting 

licence sold is also targeted directly at wetland 
conservation efforts. No other agency does more 
in this space, says Gubb.

“Despite the great work by our staff and some 
environmentally-minded landowners, we can’t 
stem the tide of wetland loss when regional 
councils are still allowing these ecosystems to 
be drained or are actively putting in roadblocks 
to creating more habitat.

“Central and local government must take this 
report card and take a good hard look at where 
we are going with water quality and wetland 
management.”

The report was released by the Ministry for 
the Environment (MfE) and Statistics NZ. It 
has previously been compiled every three years 
but will now be conducted on a six-year cycle.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T	Diggers
Road	Roller
All	Concrete	Work
Concrete	Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027	241	3412
DIPLOMA	IN	LANDSCAPE	DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414
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Machinery Hire

Ph 027 586 1015

DRY HIRE
12t digger – $50 + GST per hour
20t digger – $60 + GST per hour

CAT D6R dozer, root rake & pipe layer

• Full contracting available
•Heavy haulage

• Attachment hire

Contact Cam

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Insulation

0800 327 946

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to heat your home

Experts ~ at your service
Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Winter is coming ...
Time to install your new heat pump.

Time to service your heat pump or air-conditioning.

Call us today for free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
With cooler weather on the way, house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Persistent demand for residential property offers homeowners the ultimate 

opportunity to call the shots – and with autumn underway, there’s no time to waste. 

List your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn to gain unparalleled access to 

an audience more eager to invest in a home than ever before. Contact your local 

office to find out how autumn is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

With cooler weather on the way house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Residential property across Aotearoa continues its perennial allure, offering 

homeowners the ultimate opportunity to call the shots - and with autumn 

underway, there’s no time to waste.

Listing your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn offers unparalleled reach to 

an audience more eager to invest in residential property than ever before.

Powered by record-low interest rates, economic recovery, and supply and  

demand dynamics creating real market competition, your home holds the keys  

to your future.

Contact your local office to unlock these opportunities and find out how autumn  

is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

Back to 

June for 

Mardi Gras
The Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras will go back to a 

date in June, the Ohakune Events Trust and Audiology – 

the company that runs the event – have announced.

Last year’s event was postponed twice from June and 

eventually ran in November, due to Covid-19 lockdowns.

This year, the organisers have set the date for Saturday 

19 June. 
They intend to set a back-up date in advance, should 

there be any disruption from the pandemic.

Dates being considered for the back up are 2 October 

or 16 October.

But the organisers would like to get feedback from the 

community and businesses on which back up date would 

be best.
Audiology’s Mitch Lowe said they want what’s best 

for the town but that there “may need to be some give 

and take” 
He said any later would make it difficult to run a 

successful event as there is a lot more happening around 

the country, including university exams.

“We all know that we’re not that busy in the second 

school holidays,” said one accommodation provider.

Others said they were concerned with a potential clash 

between families and Mardi Gras visitors.

The organisers plan to announce the Mardi Gras line-

up next week and put tickets on sale – with the back-up 

date included, the week after that.

Mitch Lowe said they believe the event is getting 

better each year, with fewer issues reported.

“We think we are getting better and better and we want 

to keep improving the event.”

“In our opinion last year’s event was better behaved 

for some reason – it started in daylight whereas Mardi 

Gras usually starts in the dark.”

New lift cable 

on High

Tūroa’s High Noon Express chairlift has 

a new cable, after a four-week effort by the 

maintenance crew and rope experts.

Because of the weight of the new cable – 27 

tonnes – it wasn’t possible to fly the cable up 

by helicopter, which is a method used in the 

past.
Instead, the cable was run off its drum at the 

base of the ski area up the Movenpick chairlift, 

hanging off the chairs. From the top of the 

Movenpick it was winched over to the High 

Noon Tower 3, using diggers with pulleys to 

keep it off the ground.

The new cable was then spliced to the end 

of the old cable and hauled up the High Noon 

Express, with the lift running backwards.

Tūroa manager Mat Jonsson said at various 

stages, three diggers, the Morooka tracked 

truck and various winches, all working in 

unison to haul the cable up and into position. 

This took special care and communication to 

ensure everything ran smoothly.

He said the project involved about a week 

Turn to Page 2

Turn to Page 2

It was all hands to the rope to splice the new High Noon Express cable last week, with the work covering tens of metres 

to  “tuck in” the wires for the join so that it is smooth and seamless. Photo: Nick Love.
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With cooler weather on the way, house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Persistent demand for residential property offers homeowners the ultimate 

opportunity to call the shots – and with autumn underway, there’s no time to waste. 

List your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn to gain unparalleled access to 

an audience more eager to invest in a home than ever before. Contact your local 

office to find out how autumn is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz
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Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

With cooler weather on the way house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Residential property across Aotearoa continues its perennial allure, offering 

homeowners the ultimate opportunity to call the shots - and with autumn 

underway, there’s no time to waste.

Listing your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn offers unparalleled reach to 

an audience more eager to invest in residential property than ever before.

Powered by record-low interest rates, economic recovery, and supply and  

demand dynamics creating real market competition, your home holds the keys  

to your future.

Contact your local office to unlock these opportunities and find out how autumn  

is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

• Building/Alterations
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100th Waimarino 

rodeo sets new 

gate record
After having to cancel last year’s 

Waimarino Rodeo, this year the Club has 

had its most successful yet, with record 

takings at the gate on Saturday.

Rodeo secretary Cathy MacLean said 

they had also had a record number of 

entrants – 204 – but that there had been a 

lot of open bull ride entries cancel at the 

last minute.
Perfect weather, both during and lead-

ing up to the two-day event, helped in 

making the arena perfect for the rodeo, 

said Mrs MacLean.

The Club often has to water the arena 

to reduce the dust, but rain on Wednesday 

and Thursday last week meant this wasn’t 

necessary.
She said the Club thanks the Perkins 

family for turning the arena ground for 

the rodeos, and also leaving a tractor on 

standby if needed.

There was only one injury on the week-

end – a competitor in the open barrel ride 

was flown to hospital but was discharged 

with no major injury.

No animals were hurt, said Mrs Ma-

cLean, with all stock passing Ministry 

of Primary Industries and veterinarian 

checks.
Craig Wiggins, a regular commentator 

at past Waimarino Rodeos, returned from 

his home in Ashburton for the jubilee 

event.
This year was the 70th Jubilee for the 

Waimarino Rodeo, and Saturday was their 

100th rodeo. The second day of competing 

on Sunday, is actually a separate rodeo – a 

Covid claims iconic 

tourism business
Ruapehu is losing an iconic tourism 

business as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, with Mountain Air Volcanic 

Flights announcing they will be perma-

nently closing on 29 March.

“We wish to thank so many of you for 

the support we have received going back 

as far as 1988 when Keith and Robyn 

McKenzie started the business,” the 

company stated on their Facebook page.

They said that since purchasing it in 

2007, they had seen the pre GFC growth, 

the slump through the GFC and then “a 

great resurgence” until March last year 

when the Covid-19 pandemic started. 

“While our small business has not 

survived this, we know we are just 

one of many who have suffered badly 

through this crisis and our heartfelt 

thoughts go out to all of you in the tour-

ism industry who are still struggling to 

survive.”
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Liberty-Valence Waru manages a smile while bull riding at the Waimarino Rodeo on Sunday, 

cheered on by cowboys behind the chutes. Photo: Robert Milne.
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Attempt to 

stall Māori 

wards fails
A move that could have effectively 

scrapped the Ruapehu District Council’s 

plan to establish Māori wards last week 

failed, with just two councillors voting 

for it.
At their meeting in Taumarunui on 

Wednesday, councillors were asked to 

adopt a discussion document on the Rep-

resentation Review, to go out to the public.

The discussion document was to “pro-

vide the public with an opportunity to 

feedback to council on the Representation 

Review before Council makes its final 

proposal in August”. 

“The purpose of this document is purely 

to inform early conversations with the 

public at upcoming Long Term Plan com-

munity meetings,” councillors were told.

A series of seven hui are to be held to 

gather views of the community on the 

review, along with the Long Term Plan.

However, Cr Adie Doyle announced his 

intention to bring a motion to Council, to 

rescind the decision to adopt Māori wards.

Cr Adie Doyle said he was led to believe 

that there would be a “mechanism” for the 

resolution to adopt Māori wards to be revis-

ited, following the Government scrapping 

the rule whereby a petition of more than 

5% of the district could demand a poll on 

the Māori wards plan.

“There’s no allowance for that in this 

consultation document.”

“I was also led to believe that there 

would be community consultation (on the 

adoption of Māori wards).”

He said he could not see anything to that 

effect in the consultation document.

RDC chief executive Clive Manley said 

that the council had decided that including 

a statement “do you want Māori wards” 

would effectively be running a poll on 

the issue, but that the Council had already 

decided to adopt Māori wards.

He said people could raise as many 

issues as they want at the hui on represen-

tation, but that unless councillors receive 

a lot of opposition and choose to rescind 

their own resolution, the decision has 

been made.

Decision made

Crs Elijah Pui and Viv Hoeta said the 

Council was required to make a decision 

on Māori wards by 21 May and that “we’ve 

done that”.
Mr Manley said any group of councillors 

could bring a motion to rescind a previous 

motion and would need at least a two-thirds 

majority to overturn a decision.

Mr Doyle announced his intention to 

bring a notice of motion to rescind RDC’s 

decision to adopt Māori wards.

Mr Manley said Mr Doyle could not do 

that alone and that he would need support 

of other councillors.

He suggested that councillors could de-

cide to hold over the decision on adopting 

RARO goes deep 

for rescue prep

Turn to Page 8

Nico Fournier from GNS laps up the adventure experience as part of a canyon rescue skills 

course last week with fellow-Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation (RARO) members. RARO has 

identified the need to incorporate canyon rescue skills, with canyoning growing in popularity and 

lots of options to explore the sub-alpine surrounds of the Tongariro National Park. Photo: RARO.
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Councillor Rabbit Nottage brings down the chequered flag on Cecilia Huber in her recumbent three-wheeler 

as she finishes the 25km race at Pipiriki on Sunday, in the 10th annual Raetihi Gutbuster. Event organiser 

Donna Journeaux said there was a small increase in numbers, with around 130 people entered. She hopes 

to increase entries in the future. She said there was a “really nice atmosphere” with a lot of community 

support and no incidents or injuries – apart from a Police car that had to drive through the event with lights 

flashing to attend to an escaped bull on the course. The event is held on the Pipiriki-Raetihi Road with plenty 

of windy, challenging hills for the hard-core riders who enter the 50km event and a couple of good hills for 

the 18km event. The ride takes in the amazing scenery with mountain views and pockets of native bush 

along the way. Participants have the option of an 18km run/walk, an 18km bike ride, a 25km bike ride or a 

50km bike ride, down to Pipiriki and back. Organisers always promise a bursting prize table and this year 

the organisers provided medals to all competitors who complete the course. The start and finish area is 

outside the Waimarino Museum with a market day atmosphere and food stalls. Photo: John Chapman.

Gutbuster fun to Pipiriki

‘Claytons’ 

rural rates 

remissions, 

claims Cr 

Neeson
A call by some councillors to extend the Ruapehu 

District Council’s rates remissions policy to include rural 

properties that have uninhabited houses on them, has been 

labelled as a “Claytons” remission.

Ohura ward councillor Lyn Neeson criticised the pro-

posed policy at their meeting in Taumarunui on 24 March.

She said rural ratepayers pay a large proportion of the 

rates compared to the services that they receive.

Mrs Neeson said she would prefer a differential rate but 

did not get support for that, but still wants to give rural 

people “a bit of a break”.

“But this is not going to do – it’s just a Clayton’s policy.”

Council officer Pauline Welch said that until the policy 

came into effect, they could have “no idea” how many 

properties might be affected.

She said the remission of the Uniform Annual General 

Charge on extra houses on farms could add up to half a 

million dollars. If that were the case, the shortfall would 

have to be taken up by other ratepayers.

“This (policy) is a starting point – we need to understand 

how many properties would qualify,” said Ms Welch.

She said they agree that farm owners having to pay rates 

on uninhabited houses on their land is a rural problem “but 

we need to understand the extent of the problem”.

The ‘Remissions for Extreme Financial Hardship’ Sec-

tion was added to the Rates Remission Policy in June 2020 

in response to Covid-19 related economic effects on the 

District. The Policy as a whole was not reviewed when this 
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.
FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

WHANGANUI RIVER 
ENHANCEMENT TRUST 

Annual Call for 
Funding Applications

Formed in 2002 as an agreement between 
Whanganui District Council, Ruapehu District 
Council and Genesis Energy, the Trust’s 
objective is to promote and encourage the 
enhancement of the waters and catchments 
of the Whanganui River. The Trust is 
now calling for funding applications for 
Whanganui River Enhancement Projects 
(Environmental, Economic and/or Social). 
For this funding round the Trust will give 
priority consideration to applications for 
innovative environmental projects that help 
contribute to the health and wellbeing of the 
Whanganui River Catchment. 
Specific criteria apply.  Application forms are 
available from:
• Whanganui District Council Office:
 101 Guyton St, Whanganui - 06 349 0001
• Ruapehu District Council Office:
 59-61 Huia St, Taumarunui - 07 895 8188.
• Trust Secretary - c/o Tokaanu Power 

Station, SH47, Turangi - 07 985 5066
Campbell.Speedy@genesisenergy.co.nz

Applications close Friday 29th April 2022

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

ANZAC SERVICES
Monday 25 April 2022  

Taumarunui
5.45am – March from RSA to Wayside Cross
6.00am – Dawn Service at Wayside Cross
The public are advised that two rounds of gunfire will be 
discharged in the vicinity of the Taumarunui Domain at 
approximately 6.15am.
11.00am - Civic Service, RSA Taumarunui 
Queries on the Taumarunui services should be directed 
to John Callinan at the RSA on 07 895 7517
________________________________________________________

Raetihi – 7.00am – Community Centre
Service in the Community Centre then march to the 
two cemeteries.  The service will include the laying 
of wreaths at the two cemeteries and followed by a 
breakfast at the Cosmopolitan Club.
________________________________________________________

Ohakune – 11.00am - Memorial Gates
Queries on the Raetihi or Ohakune services should be 
directed to Jefferine O’Sullivan on 06 385 8258 or Mark 
Taylor on 021 246 849.

All services take place, rain or shine.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please stay home.

Please note the following:
• Masks must be worn
• If you are feeling unwell then 

please do not attend
• Please adhere to social 

distancing requirements
• There will be a limit of 200 people 

at each of the inside venues.  

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

FIREWOOD THE 
WOODSHED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES

MAYOR in WAIMARINO

Mayor Don Cameron is 
available to meet residents and 
ratepayers to talk about any 
issues or concerns at Ruapehu 
District Council offices in 
either Ohakune or Raetihi. 
Arrangements can be made for people who are unable to travel 
to either office. To organise an appointment please call either 
Ohakune (06 385 8364) or Raetihi (06 385 4447).

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!
It’s important 
that we get 

your ad 
booking and 
copy in on 

time, so that 
we have 

time to check 
it, plan the 
best layout 

and work on 
producing a 

better paper for 
you!

LBD – LANDSCAPE BY DESIGN
Full Landscape Design and Construction service

30+ years in the industry
Portfolio available upon request.

Contact Simon Masters 027 4400 504 or 
simonmasters21@gmail.com

www.
ohakune.

info

THERE’S ONLY ONE 
THING WORSE 

than being talked about ... is not 
being talked about!

If you’re not in the Bulletin, are 
they talking about you?

Call us today
06-385-8532 
– we’ll 
get them 
talking.

Ohakune 
Squash

Finals night for inter-business saw Rock beat Barensons 
3/2 for the pool winner playoffs. Rock was made up of 
Ruapehu College players, playing their strongest side of 
Jayden Bailey, Liam Burnard, Grace Burnard, Archie Mills 
and Bella Hohepa for their final.

Park It Up beat Riley’s Rockstars for 3rd place playoff, 
Simon Sez beat Hobbled for 5th place playoff, Shifty Fel-
las beat Hard Ones for 7th place playoff, Survivors beat 
Magnum PI for 9th place and Under Construction beat Plus 
One for 11th. Several teams could have finished higher 
had it not been for the Covid isolations during pool play.

This Thursday the annual Waimarino vs Ohakune chal-
lenge is on with Ohakune as the hosts. Usually a very 
close encounter – this will probably be the same. Shey 
is sorting the Raetihi team and Laura will be putting the 
Ohakune side together. Let them know if you haven’t got 
your names in yet.

The following week a round of interhouse will start 
for members. Members who want to play will be seeded 
into one of seven hopefully equal teams. Entries can still 
be made by Facebook or email or text to John or Laura.

Junior coaching will be starting up in term three on 
Wednesdays. Beginner groups will run between 3:30 and 
5:00 with the more advanced players stating at 5:30.

Notice of Annual General Meeting – 2022

Dream Makers 
Charitable Trust 

advice on Annual AGM:
Date: Saturday 30th April 2022

Time: 2.00pm – 3.30pm
Venue: The AGM will be held online as a 

Zoom meeting.
For the zoom link please contact gordon.n@

dreammakerstrust.co.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES

March life-
saving 
chopper 
missions

The Taupō-based Greenlea Rescue Helicopter carried 
out 40 life-saving missions over the month of March, a 
57% increase compared to February. 

The missions included 18 inter-hospital transfers, four 
medical events, two rescues, 12 rural or farming incidents 
and four motor vehicle accidents. 

Locations included Tongariro National Park, Rotorua, 
Kawautahi and Turangi, Rotorua being the largest hotspot 
for the month with six missions taking place to the location.

March began with the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
tasked to Ohakune for a mountain biker who had sus-
tained moderate injuries on Ohakune Old Coach Road. 
The onboard crew winched the patient from their location 
and airlifted them to Whanganui Hospital for further care.

On the morning of Tuesday 8 March, the Helicopter 
responded to a motor vehicle accident on SH5, Te Pohue. 

Sunday 13 March saw the Helicopter dispatched to a 
beacon-activation in the Kaimanawa Forest Park. The pa-
tient, a woman in her 40’s, had suffered a medical event and 
was located at Waipakahi Hut. The onboard Intensive Care 
Paramedic was hover-loaded off to assess the patient and 
she was airlifted to Rotorua Hospital in a stable condition.

The weekend of 18 March was a busy one for the rescue 
crew. The Helicopter was dispatched to a farm in Whaka-
maru for a patient who had sustained a serious hip injury 
from a fall. The patient was flown to Rotorua Hospital for 
further treatment. 

The next day, Saturday 19 March, the helicopter was 
tasked to a trail ride event in Marotiri where a teenager 
had a crash in a remote part of the course. 

The Helicopter was sent to Tongariro National Park 
twice in one day on Sunday 20 March. The Helicopter 
responded to a callout to Tongariro National Park, where 
a patient had suffered from a medical event. The patient 
was airlifted to Waikato Hospital for further treatment. 

At around lunchtime, the Helicopter returned to Ton-
gariro National Park for a woman suffering from a serious 
medical condition. She was treated and transported to 
Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.

Turn to Page 12
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The philosophy behind this is that by sharing all listings and commissions equally and working collaboratively, every 
NZR customer and client has the benefit of knowing that they have the entire sales team working as one on their behalf 
to ensure a positive and successful outcome is achieved.

Combining our individual experience, knowledge and skill set as well as true open communication between each 
member of the team, gives us that extra edge over other agencies and gives our clients and customers the certainty 
that nothing else stands in our way of ensuring they are provided with the best experience that they deserve.

With already proven sales success we pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity which is evidenced by the 
testimonials received.

We would love for you to join us and see what we can all achieve together!

stronger together...

NZR Central have recently broken the tradition of real estate in the area by deciding 
to join as a team.

Polly Ingles

027 315 8368
polly@nzr.nz

Kath Campbell

027 333 4381
kath@nzr.nz

Jenna Hovelle

027 361 0167
jenna@nzr.nz

NZR Central Limited  |  Licensed REAA 2008

Free concert

Anzac Day tribute
5pm Friday 22 April 2022

Ohakune Primary 
School Hall

Bookings preferred text your name, 
number of people attending and the 
word GUMBOOTS to 021 689 005

Please wear your mask

Presented by the 
Gumboots brass and 

wind ensemble
Supported by: 

He said research estimated a total of $11 million of 
health benefits for those using the Great Rides, and many 
cyclists reporting an improved sense of wellbeing and 
mental health, increased appreciation of the natural envi-
ronment, and improved physical fitness.

Around 43 per cent of the funding for the Ngā Haerenga 
Great Rides comes from central government, including 
the Conservation Department, Waka Kotahi, and MBIE. 
Local government provides around 33 per cent, and the 
remainder comes from private sources.

The second report, Cycle Tourism Insights, shows 
around 27 percent of Kiwi adults participate in cycle 
tourism and a further 18 per cent are interested in a cycle 
holiday in the next two years, says Nash. The potential 
local cycle tourism market totals 1.8 million people.

“The re-opening of the Australian tourism market 
provides a prime opportunity to develop cycle tourism 
in New Zealand.

“An estimated 21 per cent of adult Australians already 
participate in cycle tourism, while a further 13 per cent 
are interested in a cycle holiday in the next two years. The 
potential Australian cycle tourism market totals around 
6.9 million people.

“The cycle trails in New Zealand are world-leading.
“Opportunities to develop the market include better 

options for those with disabilities and their families, bike-

packers, a low carbon tourism option, better connected 
destinations, and improved accommodation, eateries, 
toilets, and cycle services on some trails.

“A lot of work goes into maintaining a Great Ride. 
They’re run by trail managers backed by around 800 
volunteers and a very supportive NZ Cycle Trails Inc. and 
its Board. They do a great job planting native trees, fenc-
ing waterways and protecting native species through pest 
management work. They can be proud of this evaluation 
report,” Stuart Nash said.

More information about the Great Rides: https://www.
nzcycletrail.com/find-your-ride/22-great-rides/
Background 

MBIE commissioned an evaluation of the 22 Great 
Rides of Ngā Haerenga, the New Zealand Cycle Trails 
over the 12-month period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.

A separate Cycle Tourism Insights research report was 
also conducted at the same time. This report summarised 
the differences between the New Zealand and Australian 
cycle tourism markets.

The two reports, The 2021 Evaluation of Ngā Hae-
renga Great Rides and the New Zealand Cycle Trails 
and Cycle Tourism Insights Research Report are 
available on the MBIE website. https://www.mbie.
govt.nz/immigration-and-tourism/tourism/tourism-
projects/nga-haerenga-the-new-zealand-cycle-trail/
evaluation-of-the-new-zealand-cycle-ride-trails

From Page 1

Cycle tourism 
riding high: Nash

Tourism Minister Stuart Nash on the Roxborough Trail. He’s a fan of the growing cycling trend.

On Saturday 26 March at around 1pm, 
the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter was 
dispatched to Ohakune Old Coach Road 
mountain bike track, for a woman in her 
50’s who had sustained an ankle injury. The 
patient was winched from her location and 
transported to Waikato Hospital for further 
treatment. 

March ended with the Greenlea Rescue 

Helicopter responding to a motor vehicle 
accident on SH47, near Turangi, where a 
vehicle had been crushed by a falling tree. 
The passenger of the vehicle, a man in his 
70’s, was flown to Rotorua Hospital for 
further treatment.

The Trust that operates the rescue heli-
copter asks readers to support the rescue 
crew by donating at www.rescue.org.nz.

From Page 11

Chopper missions

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter was called to a beacon activation in 
the Kaimanawa Forest Park on 13 March.


