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Raetihi landmark to be restored630,000 trees 
for 290km 
Whanganui 
River recovery 
project 

Whanganui iwi have launched an 
ambitious plan to fence the length of the 
Whanganui River and to plant more than 
630,000 plants along its banks.

The Conservation Minister Kiritapu 
Allan announced yesterday a $7.86m for 
restoration work along the river banks, 
through the Government’s Jobs for Na-
ture programme.

Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui 
chairperson Sheena Maru said it is wel-
come investment and shows their shared 
responsibility to the health and wellbeing 
of Te Awa Tupua.

“Erosion is widespread in the catch-
ment and the high sediment loads have 
negatively impacted the river and fresh-
water species for decades,” she said.

“Our focus has always been on sup-
porting, restoring and protecting Te 
Awa Tupua – that is referring to both its 
waterways and its people.”

The post-settlement governance entity 
Ngā Tāngata Tiaki has created its own 
four-year programme of works Mouri 
Tūroa, which aims to reduce sediment 

through fencing, riparian planting, 
pest and weed control and developing 
nurseries.

“The plan is to fence along 290km of 
the river and to plant 630,000 plants to 
mitigate soil erosion, which will improve 
the water quality and biodiversity in our 
Awa.
Employment

“This is also going to empower the 
people by creating employment for hapū 
at place to restore and care for their rohe.”

In 2017, the Whanganui River received 
a special status at law as Te Awa Tupua, 
a living and indivisible whole from the 
mountains to the sea, which is intrinsi-
cally connected to Whanganui hapū.

She said through Mouri Tūroa, hapū 
are continuing to reclaim their connec-
tions and unsevered association with 
the Awa.

“We are now working with hapū, 
marae and landowners up the river to 
identify land blocks that need support, 
and we encourage you to please get in 
touch with us.”

Raetihi’s Whare Whakamoemiti restoration project has 
reached a momentous milestone with the finalisation of 
building consent documents.

Led by Āpotoro rēhita koro Robbie Williams, over 
the last five years te Pariha o Raetihi (the parish) has 

been working with Auckland architects Christina van 
Bohemen and Aaron Sills, heritage architect Graeme 
Burgess and structural engineers to ensure the temepara 
will stand for another century. 

Āpotoro rēhita koro Robbie Williams, Raetihi whānau and the team from Sills van Bohemen 
Architects in Auckland review the Whare Whakamoemiti temepara restoration project building 
consent documents at the temepara over the weekend. Photo: Liz Brooker
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in the
Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days a 
week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

Just a 
flying 
visit
We’ll be carrying out helicopter 
Inspections of power lines in your 
area soon. Inspecting lines is 
critical to delivering you a safe, 
reliable service.
Flights are weather dependent and 
may change, see website for updates.

WHERE WE’RE FLYING: WHEN WE’RE FLYING:

March 
2022

0800 367 546 
thelinescompany.co.nz

• Taumarunui
• Manunui
• National 
Park

• Ōhura
• Matiere

Omicron Covid 
arrives in 
Waimarino 

“As I stand inside the 
bell tower ringing the bell 
for whakamoemiti, I won-
der why it hasn’t fallen,” 
says Robbie Williams. 

“It’s because we, the 
mōrehu, have our whak-
amoemiti here, it’s our 

power of prayer and our 
Rātana faith that is keeping 
this whare standing.

“Sadly as we can all see 
from its current condition 
our iconic building needs 
a lot of aroha.”

With a predicted reno-
vation cost of $1million, 

From Page 1 focus for the project is 
moving to raising the pūtea 
(funds) needed.

Ready for the next mile-
stone challenge in the proj-
ect, Mr Williams said the 
renovation will begin as 
soon as it is financially 
possible.

“While we are celebrat-
ing this milestone and all 
the whānau who have been 
supporting us along this 
journey now, some of the 
hardest mahi starts in find-
ing the pūtea.

“The Whare Whakamo-
emiti is such an important 
whare and we acknowledge 
that this is not only to us 
as mōrehu, our Raetihi 
whānau and wider Aotearoa 
community.”

Māori  archi tectural 
expert Professor Deidre 
Brown is one of many who 
is also hoping the pūtea can 
be found and quickly.

“The Whare Whakamo-
emiti is at a critical turning 
point in its life. 

“If action is not taken 
now to repair the building 
it will not be possible to 
save it. 

“Its loss will mark the 
closing of an important 
chapter in central North 
Island Māori architecture.”

More information about 
the restoration can be found 
online at their new website 
teparihaoraetihi.nz or via 
the Te Pāriha o Raetihi 
Facebook and Instagram 
channels.

Landmark to be restored

Architectural elevations of the Raetihi landmark that is to be restored, 
once funding can be found.

Covid-19 in the current Omicron 
outbreak officially arrived in the 
Waimarino last week, with five cases 
reported on Thursday in the southern 
Ruapehu District.

They were among 79 new Covid-19 
cases confirmed in the Whanganui 
district/rohe.

On Monday, the Whanganui Dis-
trict Health Board (WDHB) reported 
a total number of cases at 730 (now 
including the South Taranaki area).

There were 150 new Covid-19 
cases confirmed on Monday: 60 new 
cases confirmed in Whanganui, 30 
new cases confirmed in Rangitikei 
and 60 cases in South Taranaki.

Three cases were in hospital.
Six new cases were reported for 

Ruapehu on Friday; six more on 

Saturday; and five more on Sunday.
WDHB says there can be a discrep-

ancy between numbers the WDHB 
reports and the Ministry of Health 
reports due to reporting and publish-
ing times.

“If you have any symptoms of 
COVID-19, including a runny nose, 
headache, fatigue, sneezing or a sore 
throat, we advise you to please isolate 
and arrange to be tested,” advises 
WDHB.

Call Healthline 0800 358 5453 if 
you have questions or any concerns. 

Head to the Healthpoint website 
to find out where you get a RAT 
test. https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/
covid-19/

Vaccination and testing clinics are 
available at www.wdhb.org.nz

New staff for Raetihi School
Raetihi School has kicked off 2022 on a positive note 

with three new staff, including a new principal.
Josie Hagger returns to the area as principal, having 

worked at Waiouru School as principal around 10 years ago.
She and her husband Jason, who is also teaching at 

Raetihi School, moved to Raetihi from Warkworth, north 
of Auckland, where she had been deputy principal for 
five years.

She had earlier served as principal at Tauranga-Taupo 
School until it closed.

“It’s great to be back in the area – I love the seasons 
here,” she said, adding that there is lots to do in the Rua-
pehu District.

“The community has been really welcoming and the 

kids are really friendly,” said Mrs Hagger.
“We’re looking forward to developing a positive learn-

ing journey in the future.”
Jason Hagger is teaching Year 5s and 6s at Raetihi.
He has an extensive teaching background, from primary 

level to secondary and also adults such as tutoring new 
security guards. He has also been a stay-at-home dad for 
the couple’s two children.

The other new staff member is Jolyn Vaicaro who takes 
on the office administration role.

She has worked in office administration roles in the 
Waimarino for around 20 years and was previously an 
early childhood teacher in California.

“It’s nice to be back with the kids,” says Jolyn.

Jason and Josie Hagger, social distancing with Jolyn Vaicaro, pictured with the new playground 
that is being built at Raetihi School this month, after successful fundraising last year.
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Kaimanawa horses need more homes

Ohakune fire calls for February

Homes for around 160 extra Kaimanawa horses will be 
needed after this year’s muster, says one of the trusts that 
works to find homes for the wild horses.

“With the cancellation of the 2020 muster due to Covid 
and only 60% of rehoming target being met in 2021, we 
anticipate the 2022 muster will see around 160 horses 
needing homes in 2022,” states Kaimanawa Heritage 
Horses on their website.

The next muster by the Department of Conservation is 
due to be held in late April.

“Given the pressure we experienced with the double 
muster of 2018 and needing to home such a large number 
of horses in one go, we know the next muster will not 
be easy.

“We are encouraging people who have always wanted 
to own a Kaimanawa horse from the muster but have not 
been able to due to various reasons, to start working toward 
their application early. If you need to prepare yards, create 
paddocks or build a loading ramp, by starting now you can 
save a whole lot of heartache closer to the muster because 
things just weren’t ready in time.

Kaimanawa Heritage Horses Welfare Society (KHH) 
chairperson Sue Rivers said concern is rising over the 
shortage of homes for horses following last year’s round 
up.

She said only 130 homes were found for 206 horses 
last year.

“The additional horses have now been added to this 
year’s removal target.

“Alternative options will need to be explored if homes 
cannot be found as maintaining a total number of 300 
allows for the horses in the herd to maintain the best 
condition and also protects the fragile ecosystems unique 
to the Moawhango Ecological Zone.

“While robust investigations and international consulta-
tion with experts remains rigorously in place for contracep-
tion options for the near future, we must rely on the public 
for yet another year to help us save these horses from an 
unwanted fate,” she said.

She added that the horses are gaining popularity among 
the equestrian community as highly competitive sport 
horses, pony club mounts and good all-rounders.

Since numbers were reduced to 300 individuals in the 
wild herd, the condition of the horses and their final mature 
height has improved immeasurably, so are now more suited 
to a wider variety of riders.

Potential adopters of a Kaimanawa horse can register 
with the Society and have their property assessed for 
suitability.

The Trust also has a number of registered handlers that 
people can contact for help if they would still like to take 
on owning a Kaimanawa horse from the muster.

Email muster@kaimanawaheritage-horses.org for more 
information.

Mountain biker injured
A mountain biker injured on the Ohakune 

Old Coach Road was picked up by the 
Palmerston North Rescue Helicopter on 
Wednesday.

The patient was hoisted out from their 
location and transported to Whanganui 
Hospital for further treatment.

Earlier, on 24 February, the Palmerston 
North Rescue Helicopter flew to Raetihi for 

an infant who had experienced an asthma 
attack. The young girl was treated and 
flown to Whanganui Hospital for further 
care.

Later that day, the onboard crew assisted 
a young boy who had sustained injuries on 
a playground in Ohakune. He was airlifted 
to Palmerston North Hospital for further 
treatment.

During February the Ohakune Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade responded to a total of 20 call outs. 

The calls were for a landing zone for the rescue 
chopper, three medical/ambulance assist, eight private 
fire alarms, five motor vehicle crashes, one vegetation 
fire, one large tractor on fire and to help remove a 
vehicle from the Main Trunk Railway Line. 

Some of the PFA’s ended up being working jobs. 
“While these private fire alarms are a good insurance 

for the property owners, they do become a problem 
to the brigade if they cause continual false alarms for 

the same fault, so please – owners, try and eliminate 
these false alarms without compromising the integrity 
of your system,” asks the Brigade.

The Brigade was call to a vegetation fire on Sunday 
at about 2pm.

A stubble burn at Tohunga Junction had re-ignited 
in the wind and burned about 2 hectares of grass near 
a pine plantation.

A call yesterday morning was in response to a 
sprinkler alarm at Ohakune Junction.

A helicopter is used to muster Kaimanawa wild horses in 2016.



4  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 March 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

1871
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THE         CROSSWORD

Across
1. Pacific Rose, Gala or Braeburn (5)
4. In short supply (6)
9. Ruapehu or Ngauruhoe (7)
10. Leg joint (5)
11. Iconic NZ cat food brand (4)
12. Home of Aotearoa’s London High 
Commission (2,5)
13. We have the world’s highest rate of 
ownership of this animal (3)
14 & 24. Tagline of Tui brand (4,5) (4)
16. Stewart Island town (4)
18. NZ political party (3)
20. Aussie birds common in NZ (7)
21. Smile broadly (4)
24. See 14 across (5)
25. Hokianga township (7)
26. Finish (6)
27. Rangitikei town twinned with Cowes (5)

Down
1. Counsel (6)
2. Wellington-based netball team that 
competes in the ANZ Premiership (5)
3. Test (4)
5. Very good (colloq) (5,3)
6. The most southerly national park (7)
7. Cricket side (6)
8. The __: 232m Bay of Plenty landmark 
with the official name Mauao (5)
13. Baptise (8)
15. Occupied, busy (7)
17. Become visible (6)
18. Invercargill racetrack, __ Park (5)
19. Knickers (6)
22. NZ’s most northerly island (5)
23. Word which comes after curry and 
honey (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Levels, 8. Israel, 10. Hectare, 11. Hongi, 12. Lido, 13. Dwell, 17. Dummy, 
18. Mako, 22. Frank, 23. The Tron, 24. Egmont, 25. Museum. 
Down: 1. Fly half, 2. Avocado, 3. Gloat, 4. Asphalt, 5. Tawny, 6. Plain, 9. Te Awamutu, 
14. Busking, 15. Barrier, 16. Pounamu, 19. After, 20. Palmy, 21. Gee up. 
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Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

DOC closes 
Whanganui River 
journey after 
paddlers test 
Covid positive

Ohakune’s swimming success

Ohakune Swimming Club finished another suc-
cessful season on Wednesday. Numbers were at 
maximum capacity with 80 children registered 
within a few days of registrations opening.  

Club organisers were pleased the weather was 
kind with all planned sessions taking place. Thanks 
as always to the volunteer coaches for enabling the 
season to happen. 

“We were especially pleased this year to be able 
to run with the programme over all five levels from 
beginners to the squad with so many other activities 
for the children being cancelled or restricted due to 
C-19 complexities,” said Kathy Pyatt.

“A special congratulations goes to the 2022 trophy 
winners – coaches awards given to great swimmers 
with excellent attitudes.”

Senior Boys Champ, Alex Bennett; Senior Girls 
Champ, Hana Harding; Boys under 12 Champ, 
Matiu-Marino Tihema; Girls under 12 Champ, Jessie 
Harding; Junior Girls Champ, Everly Kristiansen; 
Junior Boys Champ, Hunter Shields; 8 Years & under 
Champ, Ocean Thompson; Most Improved 6 years 
& under, Reef Thompson; Most Improved Beginner, 
Harvey Rowe.

Successful Ohakune swimmers at last week’s 
Ohakune Swimming Club prizegiving, from 
left, back: Alex Bennett, Matiu-Marino Tihema, 
Jessie Harding, Hana Harding. Front: Everly 
Kristiansen, Hunter Shields, Reef Thompson, 
Ocean Thompson, Harvey Rowe. 

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporter

The Department of Conservation (DOC) 
last week closed the Whanganui River to 
kayakers and canoeists on the upper and 
middle reaches after four paddlers tested 
positive for Covid-19.

After deep cleaning and “a quick turn-
around”, DOC reopened the River Journey 
on Friday.

A deep clean of facilities has taken 
place and a new rotation of hut rangers 
was deployed.

Anyone with questions about visitor 
bookings that have been disrupted during 
this time, is asked to email  tongarirovc@
doc.govt.nz or call 07 892 3729.  

Visitors on the Journey are reminded 
they must be fully vaccinated and if they 
have flu like symptoms - do not go on the 
Journey - isolate at home.

“Thank you again for your patience 
as we navigate these challenging times,” 
says DOC.

DOC used its Evacuation Response Plan 
to shut down the Whanganui Journey from 
the Ngāhuinga entry point in Taumarunui 
to Pipiriki, its exit.

The decision was made because of 

concerns for visitors and vulnerable rural 
communities.

The river journey is listed as one of New 
Zealand’s 10 Great Walks, with thousands 
of visitors each year paddling all or part of 
the 145km section of the river over three 
to five days.

There were about 100 paddlers on the 
river when it closed. DOC hut rangers ad-
vised them to make their way off the river 
as soon as they were able, and closed the 
Whanganui Journey to new visitors. It was 
expected those on the river could take up 
to three days to exit.

DOC said it closed the river journey 
with the agreement of iwi after speaking 
with the chairs of iwi partnership group 
Te Rōpū Mana Whenua and Tieke rōpū Te 
Whānau o Tieke.

Whanganui DOC operations manager 
Connie Norgate said the decision was taken 

Turn to Page 5
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 4/39 Railway Row

288sqm 3 2

Asking Price $629,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Rural views on Railway Row

If you've been looking for a stylish, modern, low-

maintenance property on popular Railway Row, then

this is worth a look. This three-bedroom, two-

bathroom apartment is functional, warm and would

be an ideal first home, holiday home or base for the

semi-retired couple. The kitchen, dining and living area

opens to a private patio overlooking rural fields and

native bush, perfect for entertaining year-round in

natural surroundings.

Call now

bayleys.co.nz/2900470

Ohakune 59C Arawa Street

1 1 1

Asking Price $360,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Get on the property ladder

If you are looking for an opportunity to get on the

property ladder and secure a home in the popular

tourist town of Ohakune, then this entry level chalet

can not be beaten for value.

Situated in popular Arawa Street, close to the

kindergarten and primary school, this A-frame chalet

is awaiting first home buyers or the discerning skier

who wants that lock-up and leave holiday home.

Featuring one bedroom with an additional good sized

mezzanine and a carport, this will not last with an

asking price of $360,000.

bayleys.co.nz/2900466

Relay your way 
with coffee

Organisers of the Cancer Society’s ‘Re-
lay Your Way’ have a plan to raise funds, 
not by running or walking but by sharing 
a coffee.

The cost to join the Relay team is $10, 
with each member aiming to raise $100. 
The crew are hoping to raise $1000.

The relay starts today, 9 March and each 
member needs to join the coffee group four 
times in March – the relay aspect of the 
campaign. Coffee mornings are Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

A candle bag ceremony is planned for 
Saturday 2 April at the Carrot Park at 
8pm. This ceremony is the traditional way 
that the Relay for Life, now ‘Relay Your 
Way’, remembers loved ones who have 
succumbed to cancer.

Society member Peggy Frew will be 
selling the candle bags.

“The idea is that you will name and 
decorate the bags and, on the night, we will 
put candles in them and sing as we do our 
remembrance,” says Peggy.

Bags cost $5 each.
Payment can be made online to the 

Whanganui Cancer Society, account 
number 06-0743-0003569-000, reference 
RFL Carrot Crunchers. If you make a 
payment, please text or email Glenys on 
glenysshepherd@xtra.co.nz or text 021-
214-6901. Or Peggy at 021-434-048, email 
ronpeggyfrew@xtra.co.nz

For those who prefer to pay in cash, see 
Glenys Shepherd at the coffee mornings.

They also have raffle tickets available 
for $10, with a prize of $5000 worth of 
product from Mitre 10. Tickets available 
from Peggy and Glenys.

Glenys Shepherd invites everyone to join the ‘Relay Your Way’ coffee mornings, to raise funds for 
Cancer Society.

when four paddlers tested positive after 
coming off the river at Pipiriki on Monday.

“Due to the remote nature of the journey, 
and our vulnerable rural communities, we 
need to take these steps to keep everyone 
as safe as possible,” Norgate said.

She said DOC staff and an iwi river 
monitoring team from Ngāti Hāua and 
river tribes entity Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o 
Whanganui would monitor river access 

and exit points at Ngāhuinga, Ohinepane, 
Whakahoro and Pipiriki.

Paddlers who came off the river between 
24 and 28 February were encouraged to 
get tested if they experienced symptoms.

The Mangapūrua/Kaiwhakauka and 
Bridge to Nowhere tracks and facilities 
remained open.

DOC said those who had booked huts but 
were now unable to undertake the journey 
were entitled to a full refund.

From Page 4

River Journey shut 
for three days
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Tested 
positive for 
Covid-19? 
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With self-management, you’ve 
got this. Follow these steps

Step one: Isolate
If you’re positive, you must stay at home for 10 days along with 
everyone else in your household. You can only leave your house if you 
require medical care so please make a plan to be ready. This includes 
where you’ll isolate, how you’ll get food, what support you’ll need and 
how you’ll  make sure you help limit the spread. 

While you’re isolating, all your household contacts need a test on day 
3 and day 10. If a household contact tests positive, that person will 
need to self-isolate for a further 10 days.

Step two: Communicate
As soon as you test positive, you need to tell all the people you came 
into close contact with over the last two days before you started having 
symptoms or tested positive. Contacts include your household, your 
place of work, your local café, your sports club etc.

If you took your own RAT test, you need to report your result on  My 
Covid Record ASAP. If you don’t have access to your record please call 
0800 222 478. You’ll receive a text with a code to access an online form. 
This will help with contact tracing and identify if you need more support. 

Step three: Monitor
For many people the symptoms of the Omicron variant of Covid-19 
are mild to moderate and can be managed at home with rest, fluids, 
and over-the-counter medication such as paracetamol - so you 
should be all-good to self-manage at home. But it's important to 
monitor how you're going and if your condition gets worse and you 
have concerns, or symptoms such as di�culty breathing, call your GP. 

Step four: Rest up
One of the best ways to help a speedy recovery is to look after your 
physical and mental health. Stay hydrated, get plenty of rest, avoid 
strenuous activity and eat when you feel you can. And stay connected, 
keep to a routine and move about if you can. Rest is your friend. 

Step five: Reach out
Your whānau, friends and workmates will be important support while 
you recover so make sure you stay in touch. And if you feel your 
symptoms are getting worse, please contact your GP. 

It’s also important to stick to the great habits we’ve all been 
developing. Wear masks, scan, sanitise your hands and social 
distance. And remember, we’re all in this together whānau. So be kind, 
patient and understanding as we work through this stressful time. 

Should you require non-medical support, you can request welfare 
assistance through Here to Help U: www.heretohelpu.nz

There’s more information at: 
www.covid19.govt.nz/isolation-and-care/care-in-the-community
With self- management, you’ve got this whānau.
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Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Experts

Dekker Machinery
29 Seddon St, Raetihi. Phone 06 385 4224.

Check complete range & prices on-line at www.stihl.co.nz
Shop Local & Local Service 

Ohakune 
squash 

The first round of inter-business starts this Thursday: 
5:30: Rock vs Under Construction, Survivors vs Shifty 
Fellas, Park It Up vs Hobbled. 6:45: Simon Sez vs Hard 
Ones, Riley’s Rockstars vs Magnum PI, Plus One vs 
Barensons.

Several entries have already been received for 
Ohakune’s first tournament of the season due to run the 
weekend of 25 March.

Pony club trotting along with events

Power fund open for 
applications

With events across the country having to cancel due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, Waimarino Pony Club went to great 
lengths to ensure their annual Show Jumping Day was able 
to take place on Sunday 27 February. 

A total of 19 competitors, including 17 Pony Club rid-
ing members, were split into two groups to ensure that 
riders, their coaches and volunteers had virtually no risk 
of contracting the Omicron virus.

The show jumping day catered to beginner jumpers with 
poles on the ground, right up to 90cm for more experienced 
riders. The event was open to pony club members and the 
general public.

On Saturday 5 March the Club held its annual dressage 
competition, a closed event to members only. The junior 
dressage champion for the season is Marjie McCoubrie and 
her pony Ollie; intermediate champion is Aylish Jordan 
and Billy da Kid.

The Waimarino Pony Club Committee thanks the vol-
unteer judges, competitors and their helpers, without their 
help these events would not have been possible. 

On Saturday 2 April Waimarino Pony Club will host The 
2022 Quality Presentations Mounted Games Zone 2 Final 
at the Waimarino A&P Showgrounds, Raetihi on behalf of 
King Country Area PC. This event offers 10 games to play 
in pairs and teams. Pairs include two or three members in 
two age groups: 14 years and under and Open (24 years 
and under). If a pair has three members, each member 
must play at least two games. Teams include four or five 
riding members in one age group – 24 years and under. 
If a team has five members, each member must play at 
least three games.

Games are full of fun and require a considerable amount 
of skilful riding as well as speed. Most teams will arrive 
on Friday night with the team briefing and gear safety 
inspection starting at 8am on Saturday. 

Sponsorship is being sought – please contact Angela 
McCoubrie on angela@amphotography.net.nz or 0274 
933932.

Games practices will continue for members as well as 
rallies, with the annual Gymkhana set for 30 April which 
will also be the Club’s breakup and prizegiving.

Brooke Aukett jumping great rounds on her pony Beauty.

More funds from an electricity firm are 
available for community groups and volun-
teers – through Trustpower’s Community Fund

The company says the fund is to aimed at 
supporting the region’s “hardest working folk, 
it’s volunteers and community organisations”, 
with applications open throughout March.

“The Trustpower Community Fund speaks 
to our values of collaboration, people, and the 
importance of recognising those that are doing 
the mahi to help our communities thrive,” says 
the firm’s community and communications 
support manager Annika Thomsen.

This is the fund’s first round of 2022, which 
is in its second year of operation. Some of the 
successful applicants from the previous rounds 
included Piopio Community Pools Charitable 
Trust, Hikumutu Community Centre, Home-
link Road Safety, Ōtorohanga Riding for the 
Disabled Association Inc, NZ Land Search and 
Rescue, Tainui Wetere Domain, and Tūrangi 
Food bank.

Tainui Waitere Domain’s secretary Maxine 
says “it was great to see families enjoying 
themselves after the long hours they put in 

along with the attendance of holiday makers 
and bach owners, giving everyone a chance to 
mingle and get to know each other.” 

“It’s so rewarding to be involved in this 
fund as it is giving back to the communities 
all around New Zealand as well as in the Bay 
of Plenty,” Annika Thomsen says.

“It’s great to see the outcomes of these 
donations each time and how it can provide 
such a positive impact in the Heartland area 
communities and the future of these local 
organisations.”

The area includes the old King Country 
Energy customer base – north Ruapehu District 
as well as National Park and Ohakune.

The March round of the Trustpower Heart-
land Community Fund, there is $12,000 up 
for grabs. Applications are open until 5pm 
31 March.

For more information, or to download an ap-
plication form visit: trustpower.co.nz/heartland

Trustpower will run the Heartland Com-
munity Fund three times a year, with funding 
rounds open for the month of March, July, 
and November.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPhOLSTERy CLEANING

24 hOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE hIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T	Diggers
Road	Roller
All	Concrete	Work
Concrete	Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027	241	3412
DIPLOMA	IN	LANDSCAPE	DESIGN

headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Insulation

0800 327 946

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

buSInESS 
nOTICES

Insulation & 
heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

Field, honey 
Production & Plant 

Assistant
We are looking for Field Assistant and Honey 
Production Assistant

On the job training is provided for the right 
candidate. We have several roles available

Looking for a keen, reliable person who 
is eager to learn and able to work as part 
of a small team.  We are a NZ owned and 
operated business.

We can arrange rentable accommodation 
over the duration of the employment period.

Please email your CV to:
rowenalee@tweeddaleshoney.co.nz

Tweeddale’s Honey is working hard to maintain a 
drug and alcohol free workplace. Pre-eployment 

drug testing is mandatory.

Exercise Baghlan
Combat School, Land Operations Training 
Centre of the New Zealand Army will be 
conducting a military exercise from Tuesday 
8 March 2022 until Monday 14 March 2022. 
The exercise will be based in the vicinity of 
Ohakune Rugby Club, and will cover areas 
in and around Ohakune.

The Exercise will contain 50 soldiers who 
will be moving by vehicle and foot, they 
will be operating with weapons in the area, 
where blank firing activities will occur.

Inquiries regarding the exercise should be 
directed to:

Course Manager, WO2 Muschamp
Combat School, Waiouru Military Camp, 

Ruapehu Rd, Waiouru, NZ
021 953 923

Advisory Notice

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

FIREWOOD ThE 
WOODShED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

Waimarino
Transport, Group & Support 

Services Available!

Please call 06 348 7402 or 
Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
kerri.dewson@cancercd.org.nz

Waimarino visits every third Wednesday.
Home visits if needed.

PubLIC nOTICES

WE ARE RECRUITING NOW 
FOR

FIELD hARVEST 
hANDS

IMMEDIATE START

Wilcox grow potatoes and carrots in 
Ohakune.  Now is the time we are looking 
for additional staff to join our team for our 
harvesting operations.

We are looking for three people from early 
March until mid September. You will be 
reliable, fit and enjoy working outdoors. Our 
base is in Old Station Road and we provide 
transport out to the harvesting locations.  

We offer above minimum rates – your 
starting rate for grading will be $21.50 per 
hour and during the busy period you will work 
approximately 30 plus hours each week, 
weather permitting.

A current drivers license would be an 
advantage.

We offer excellent working conditions in a 
supportive friendly environment.

Wilcox operates drug and alcohol free 
sites and the successful candidates will be 
required to undergo pre-employment drug 
testing.

Please email your application and cv
in the first instance to:

Adrian Godfrey
adrian.godfrey@aswilcox.co.nz

when we did our  
scheduled maintenance  
last Sunday (6th) at the 
Ohakune substation.

Raetihi and  
surrounding areas

Transpower would  
like to thank you for  

your patience

TPRB9322

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

Tongariro Taupo  
Conservation Board

Notice of Meeting
Date: Thursday, 24 March 2022
Public Forum: 1pm to 1.30pm

Meeting will be held online via MS Teams.

Members of the public are welcome to join the meeting online 
and engage with the Board during the public forum.

If you wish to join the meeting and receive an agenda please 
contact Karen Rainbow for a link to join via MS Teams: 

krainbow@doc.govt.nz 
Ph. 027 216 5337

https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisorybodies/
conservation-boards/tongariro-taupo

Tongariro 
District 
Weed 

Control
27th October 2015– 31 May 2016

The Department of Conservation, Tongariro 
District Office, wishes to advise the public 
that it intends to carry out weed control in 
the Tongariro National Park, the Tongariro 
Forest Conservation Area, the Erua Forest 

Conservation Area and the Rangataua 
Forest Conservation Area.

Control will be by spraying using hand-
gun, knapsack or aerial application. Work 
is planned to start on 27th October 2015 

and will continue intermittently as weather 
permits until 31 May 2016.

The main target species are Broom, Gorse, 
Darwin’s barberry, Chilean flame creeper,  
Pinus contorta, Old man’s beard, Marram 

grass and Heather.

Further information can be obtained by 
contacting :

Danial Van der Lubbe
Biodiversity Ranger: Plant and Animal Pests

Department of Conservation
Ohakune Field Base
Office 06 3850017

Tongariro 
District

Weed Control
4 March – 30 May 2022

The Department of Conservation, Tongariro 
District Office, wishes to advise the public 
that it intends to carry out weed spraying 
in Tongariro National Park, Tongariro 
Forest Conservation Area, Erua Forest 
Conservation Area, Rangataua Forest 
Conservation Area and various smaller 
reserves administered by the Department 
of Conservation Tongariro District.

Weed control will be by spraying using 
hand-gun, knapsack or aerial application 
using helicopters. Work is ongoing and 
will continue intermittently as weather and 
resources permit until 30 May 2022.

The target species are Wilding pines, 
Broom, Gorse, Darwin’s barberry, Old man’s 
beard, Marram grass, Heather and various 
other invasive weeds.

Further information can be obtained by 
contacting:

Danial van der Lubbe
Biodiversity Ranger

Department of Conservation
Tongariro District

Ohakune Field Base
dvanderlubbe@doc.govt.nz

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

hey kids – need 
extra pocket 
money?

The Ruapehu Bulletin requires 
Wednesday morning deliverers 
in Raetihi.

Phone Robert on 06-385-8532.

MEDITRAIN NZQA
First Aid Courses

Basic First Aid, Re-certification
Workplace First Aid

Covering unit standards 6400-6401-6402

Wednesday 23 March
Lions Den, Arawa Street, 8.45am

Phone Sandra Spier 06-388-1109
or 027-688-1109.

Sandra Spier, First Aid Instructor is licensed 
to MediTrain Ltd, registered and accredited 

NZQA provider.

PubLIC nOTICES
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Karioi Forest hunting
19 March – 16 Oct 2022

Online recreation – hunting permit applications 
Permits only available to persons who have completed their 

recreation visitor HSE Induction in last 3 years

Karioi Forest will reopen for deer hunting on the weekend of 19th 
March 2022. There is an online process for obtaining an access 
permit for recreation/ hunting.

Please email keith.wood@ernslaw.co.nz to obtain an application form 
and information on hunting and the application process.
Permits are no longer processed through WPI Pulpmill reception.

Any person wanting to get a permit for weekend recreational access 
in Karioi Forest must have completed an Ernslaw One Health and 
Safety Visitor Induction before being eligible to obtain a permit. This 
applies to hunters, firewood collection and other recreational users. 
Inductions are normally valid for two years.

Due to current Omicron Covid outbreak and not being able to deliver 
recreation safety inductions in person, only people who have already 
completed an induction in the last 3 years (2019, 2020, or 2021) will 
be eligible to obtain a permit. No new hunters will be accepted this 
2022 hunting season.

Karioi deer hunting will operate as normal from 19th March 2022.
Karioi will also reopen for pig hunting on 15th April 2022 under new 
hunting rules and conditions.

Information on new hunting rules, conditions and process will be 
supplied on receipt of your application.

All permit processing will be completed via email, please allow 10 
working days to process your permit. 

Karioi recreational hunting access is only available to people who 
reside permanently in our local Ohakune, Raetihi and Waiouru area.

Keith Wood
Karioi Forest Manager (Phone 027 444 9818)

PubLIC nOTICES

Cameron warned 
against 3-Waters move

hinch on tourism boardTime is now to 
collect good 
wood for winter

Horizons Regional Council is reminding 
the community of the impact and impor-
tance of sourcing, gathering and storing 
good quality firewood.

Horizons environmental scientist Harold 
Barnett says burning wet or treated wood 
can have a detrimental impact on both hu-
man health and the environment.

“Air quality in the Horizons Region is 
generally pretty good when compared to 
the rest of New Zealand,” says Mr Barnett.

“However, we have some small towns 
such as Taihape, Taumarunui, Ohakune, 
Dannevirke and Pahiatua where air qual-
ity can be degraded on cold, still nights in 
winter because of a combination of topog-
raphy, altitude and the use of home fires.

“We can all play our part in helping 
maintain air quality by ensuring we are 
only burning good, dry wood, regardless 
of where we live in the region.”

Mr Barnett recommends collecting or 
buying firewood early and storing it well 
to ensure it is dry for the winter months.

“The quality of your firewood is a major 
factor in how your wood burner runs, so 
choosing and storing wisely now is vital 
for our air quality over the winter months. 
Burning wet or treated wood results 
in smoky fires that degrade air quality, 
whereas good dry wood burns hotter and 
more efficiently. 

“By being proactive and collecting or 
buying your wood in summer or early 

autumn, you can ensure your wood is dry 
by winter as it takes several months for the 
wood to season properly. It also helps you 
and your family save money as purchas-
ing dry wood in the winter months is more 
expensive.”

To help keep the air clean, Mr Barnett 
suggests the following tips for collecting, 
buying and storing wood:

• Store freshly cut wood for 8-12 months 
to allow it to season well for good burning;

• Stack the wood loosely off the ground 
in a criss-cross pattern to let dry air circu-
late around it;

• Store seasoned wood in a dry place 
with the top covered;

• Split wood into pieces 15cm thick 
before you store it away as logs dry faster 
when split;

• Stack wood loosely in the firebox to 
allow for air circulation.

Mr Barnett says Horizons also under-
takes further public education around 
burning best practice in winter.

“While now is the time to remind our 
communities about gathering and storing 
firewood correctly, later in the year we also 
want to raise awareness of the importance 
of being a good neighbour in regards to 
both domestic and back yard burning.

“I encourage people follow our social 
media accounts or visit our air quality page 
on Horizons’ website for more information 
about good wood and backyard burning.”

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Ruapehu District Council has joined 30 councils in the 

Three Waters revolt, despite a mayoral warning the move 
would gain nothing.

In a majority vote, the council resolved to back Com-
munities 4 Local Democracy (C4LD) in its campaign 
against the government’s Three Waters plan.

The action group has the support of 30 of the country’s 
67 water provider councils in opposing the reform pro-
posed to drinking, wastewater and stormwater services.

Crs Elijah Pue and Adie Doyle put the motion to endorse 
the C4LD campaign for alternative governance and owner-
ship models and sign its declaration. The motion was op-
posed by the mayor, Don Cameron and several councillors.

Cameron asked Pue if the motion also agreed to the 
$10,000 fee to join the campaign.

He reminded the council it was awaiting answers from 
the Local Government Minister to a list of questions on 
the proposals. The Minister and the Department of Inter-
nal Affairs (DIA) were already working with mayors and 
local government working parties on the reform proposal 
through the Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) 
association of councils.

Cameron said the parties were addressing “exactly the 
same points” as those raised by the breakaway councils.

“We’re one of the councils that has signalled to the 
government that we cannot afford to carry on [with Three 
Waters services] unless we get government money. We 
all need millions. If we don’t get funding, we’re stuffed.”

The government last year put the cost of nationwide 
infrastructure upgrades at between $120 billion and $185 
billion.
Nothing to gain

Asked what the negatives would be if the Ruapehu 
District Council joined the C4LD campaign, Cameron 
said: “You gain nothing. My feeling is if all 67 councils 
are united around this, we’ll get what we want. If another 
group comes in with a different point of view, we won’t.”

Cameron is a member of the LGNZ’s governing body, 
the National Council. He said working party recommenda-
tions in the pipeline would make a significant difference 
to the existing proposal.

The council has already decided to hold a public ref-
erendum on the Three Waters reform when it reaches a 
Parliamentary Select Committee.

Cr Murray Wilson said signing up with a “renegade” 
group of councils would be the wrong move.

The council had already resolved to keep its powder 
dry until the Select Committee process was underway and 
there were firm proposals before the public, Wilson said.

“I see no point at all in supporting this. I don’t think it’s 
going to make a scrap of difference. I think it would be a 
waste of [ratepayers’] money.”

Cr Janelle Hinch suggested tabling the matter until 
answers to the council’s questions were received. She said 
many people mistakenly believed freshwater policy and 
the Three Waters reforms were one and the same and this 
showed the community needed more information before 
making decisions.
Only the mayor

But Doyle said the community appeared to be united 
against the government proposal.

“We’re elected here to reflect the views of the commu-
nity. There’s only one person I can find in this whole com-
munity that actually likes these reforms: that’s our mayor. 
Everybody else I’ve talked to is totally opposed to them.”

Signing the declaration would send a clear message of 
opposition until the proposal was changed, he said.

“It’s a dog’s breakfast and I’m really, really disappointed 
that Ruapehu District Council is seen as favouring these 
reforms when my feeling around this table is that the 
majority of us are actually opposed to it,” Doyle said.

“I don’t think the ownership model is right. Effectively 
all of our rights in ownership are being taken away. The 
ownership needs to be retained with the people, with the 
ratepayers.

“It’s a very convoluted governance structure. You’ve got 
to have buy-in from the community and the community is 
not buying into these reforms.”

Doyle said the proposed reform was rushed and there 
was too much happening at once.

“The RMA and the local government reforms should 
occur before three waters reform. Pushing pause [on Three 
Waters] is a pragmatic solution.”

Cr Karen Ngatai said local authorities were unable to 
afford water service provision because the government 
was not providing the funding needed, and it was now 
proposing to remove a source of council funding.

“They’ve made a direct decision to take away our fund-
ing arm. They are our taxes, it’s not government money. 
Those are our taxpayer dollars and we’re not getting a say 
in how those are going to be spent,” Ngatai said.
Democracy out

Cr Viv Hoeta said democracy would go out the window 
under the government model, which proposes the amalga-
mation of services under four new entities.

“My problem with it is that we’re not at the table. I want 
to be at the table when making these decisions, especially 
in regards to these assets and what belongs to us as a 
community. They talk about local government but local 
is not in that picture. Yes, we need reform – we don’t need 
it rushed. Where is the little guy that built this country?”

Cameron said most of the council’s above-ground assets 
were government funded rather than ratepayer funded.

After the motion passed, he said he had spent 11 years 
chasing water services reform.

“At last it’s coming to some fruition. My view is this 
is going to happen, let’s make it work. I keep thinking of 
ratepayer affordability. They [C4LD] think that taking it 
back is going to help them – it’s not.”

Government modelling last year showed that without 
the proposed reform, households in the Ruapehu District 
would pay $8700 a year for water in 2051. The reform 
would save ratepayers a whopping $7500 a year - $200 
less than the $1430 they pay now.

Not unanimous, says Cameron
Ruapehu’s vote to join the group opposed to the Gov-

ernment’s 3-Waters proposal was not unanimous, says the 
mayor, Don Cameron.

He was responding to the Bulletin article ‘Ruapehu 
joins 3-Waters revolt’ (2 March 2022), which stated that 
the motion, moved by Crs Elijah Pue and Adie Doyle, 
to support the declaration was “passed unopposed”. The 
unconfirmed minutes from the meeting on 23 February 
state that the vote was 7 to 4.

He said comments from councillors that they had found 
almost universal disagreement with the Three Waters 
concept when talking to ratepayers was “interesting”.

“This is not what I have experienced,” said Mr Cameron.
“Yes, some are against but more around their political 

alignment. Once we have talked through Ruapehu District 
Council’s position, they at least acknowledge council 
cannot afford to continuing two water upgrades to the 
satisfaction of the regulator (with heavy fines $250,000+), 
let alone stormwater.”

“It is a total waste of $10,000 joining this group when 
through National Council of LGNZ I can directly talk to 
members of the Working Party and Ministers – far more 
effective than joining a group that does not represent all 
LGNZ.

He said the group represents 26 councils out of 76. 
“There is no doubt of their political alignment despite 

their protestations.”

Ohakune councillor Janelle Hinch has 
replaced Kim Wheeler as the Ruapehu 
District Council’s representative on the Visit 
Ruapehu Trust.

At their 23 February meeting, the mayor 
and elected members acknowledged the 
contribution Cr Wheeler had made to the 
Visit Ruapehu RTO Trust. 

Members agreed Cr Hinch was an 
appropriate appointment with her local 
connections.

She joins existing Trust members Andrea 
Messenger, Annie Rolls, Ah-Leen Rayner 
and Nigel Douglas.
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Happy runners in a past T42 event on the 42 Traverse trail. The T42 
offers running or mountain biking options and celebrates 10 years next 
month. See inside for details. Photo: Photos4sale.co.nz.

Letting	our	visitors	know
what	to	do	....	in	Ruapehu!

Out	for	Easter	and	the	School	Holidays
Book	your	space	–	call	Jude	06	385	8532
or	email:	ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz


