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Worms turn 
for dahliasChanges at 

council table 
guaranteed

By Mark Ebrey
As the Local Government Commission 

mulls over the shape of this year’s local 
body elections in Ruapehu, it looks like 
turning into one of the most intriguing 
elections in a long time.

Mayor Don Cameron told the represen-
tation hearings on Tuesday last week that 
he would not be standing again this year, 
opening up the mayoral race.

Other long-serving councillors have also 
said they will retire at the next election.

Taumarunui councillor Adie Doyle has 
already expressed his intention to stand 
for mayor.

Cameron also said one of the reasons 
why the council reverted to eight council-
lors instead of the originally-proposed six 
was because councillors were concerned 
about the loss of institutional knowledge 
due to the retirement of a number of long-
term councillors.
Compensate

He said they felt this needed to be com-
pensated by a greater number of heads 
around the table, at a time when Council 
was facing demands to deal with a wide 
range of issues including climate change 
and environmental concerns.

However, the future shape of Council 
will not be known until April when the 
Local Government Commission has to 
make its decision.

It heard from three submitters on Tues-
day 8 February – Fiona Kahukura Chase, 
who said Māori weren’t given the chance 

to push the case for four Māori Ward 
councillors; Peter Zimmer, who opposed 
the changes from the original proposal for 
a slimmed down council of six general and 
two Māori councillors.

He and fellow submitter Tim Leahy also 
objected to the creation of two general 
wards, split at the top of the Piriaka Hill.

In their view, placing Owhango and 
National Park in the southern ward would 
be contrary to the current communities of 
interest, with Owhango especially having 
strong links to Taumarunui.
Boundaries

The hearing was told by Council that no 
changes had been made to the Owhango 
boundary that had been in place for the last 
three elections, but currently National Park 
had its own ward, which was to disappear 
under the proposed reorganisation.

Zimmer also questioned the need for 
North/South wards saying the elections 
should be at large across the district as they 
were proposed to be for the mayoral and 
Māori Ward councillors.

Hearing chair Brendan Duffy questioned 
RDC why they thought having four Māori 
Ward councillors could not work, to which 
RDC chief executive Clive Manley said it 
would increase the size of council and the 
community has made it very clear that they 
were opposed to this.

Manley also told the hearing that under 
the original proposal, there could only be 
two Māori seats, and it was for this reason 
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Patrick O’Sullivan with his dahlias that he has been growing at St Joseph’s Church in Ohakune, 
using vermicast from the new WPI worm farm. See inside for details. Photo supplied.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out 
in the

Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days a 
week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Funday Horse Sports  26 February 

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Vaccination Clinic
Protect yourself, your whānau and community

Or book your vaccination for 
a day and time that suits you

0800 28 29 26 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Where

When

Winstone Pulp International Ltd

24 February 2022

Families are welcome
Anyone 5 year or older
10:00am - 3:00pm

DHB area hits 90% vaxxed

that the possibility of more was not discussed.
When the decision had been made to increase the num-

ber of general seats to eight, the number of Māori seats 
was increased to three.
Intentions

Sitting councillors were ask their intentions, with re-
sponses so far from deputy mayor Karen Ngatai (standing 
down), National Park councillor Murray Wilson (standing 
down), Taumarunui councillor Adie Doyle (standing for 
mayor only), Waimarino councillor Janelle Hinch (waiting 
to hear the result of the LGC hearings) and Waimarino 
councillor Elijah Pue standing again.

At present, Ruapehu District has two councillors that 
identify as Māori; both from the Waimarino – Vivienne 
Hoeta and Elijah Pue.

With the possibility that Ruapehu could end up with 
eight general councillors and four Māori Ward councillors, 
there could be an equal split in those identifying as Māori 
around the council table, should the existing councillors 
opt to stay as general ward councillors.

In this case, if Māori were to put up a strong mayoral 
candidate they could end up with the balance of power, 
with the mayor holding a casting vote.

From Page 1

Ruapehu council changes guaranteed at 2022 election

Peter Zimmer speaks to the Local Government Commission, via Zoom, on why he objects to the proposed changes to the 
Ruapehu District election system.

The Whanganui District Health Board 
area, which includes the southern Rua-
pehu, has achieved 90% for second Covid-19 
vaccinations.

“The Whanganui DHB is really pleased and 
excited to have hit the 90% milestone, and 
would like to extend a huge thank you to the 
Whanganui community for getting in and get-
ting their vaccinations done and a huge thank 
you to all the staff involved from the DHB, Te 
Ranga Tupua, primary care and pharmacies, 
they have all worked extremely hard to get us 
here,” said Louise Allsopp, Covid vaccination 
executive lead. 

However, the Waimarino rates are still low, 

with only 78% of eligible people in Raetihi hav-
ing received two doses. Ohakune’s percentage 
is just over 90% and Waiouru is at 92%.

With omicron working its way through the 
country, she says it is more important than 
ever for people to protect themselves and their 
whanau and the Covid-19 vaccination is the 
best protection.

“The more people vaccinated the greater 
the protection for our rohe and our people 
who are immune compromised. The next step 
for our Whanganui rohe is if you are due for 
your booster get in and get it done – it will add 
the protection you need with omicron edging 
its way in, and will assist in preventing you 

becoming extremely unwell with Covid-19. 
“Vaccinations are our best protection against 

Covid-19.”
Testing clinic information is updated daily 

and available online at www.healthpoint.co.nz/
community-health-services/community-health/
whanganui-covid-19-community-testing-
centres/ 

You can also call the COVID-19 Healthline 
on 0800 358 5453 anytime. 

“We remind people that once you have been 
tested to please go home and self-isolate until 
you have received your results. Please do not 
stop off at the supermarket or go visiting until 
you are sure that you are Covid-19 negative.”
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough drinking water from personal water wells before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fill up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE
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Makakahi
Tohunga 
Junction

Ohakune 
Substation

Waiouru

Kakatahi

Rangiwaea

Pipiriki

Matahiwi 4
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4
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Tongariro 
National Park

Why is the power going off?
As owner and operator of the National Grid, Transpower 
needs to undertake essential maintenance at the 
Ohakune Substation to ensure a reliable supply of 
electricity to Raetihi and the surrounding areas. 
Powerco and The Lines Company are also taking the 
opportunity to undertake work in their networks during 
this time.
We have worked to find a time that will cause as little 
disruption as possible to the local community.

Power supply will be turned off to the area on:

Sunday 6 March 2022,  
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse 
weather. Our alternative outage date is Sunday 13 March.

Transpower recognises that there is never an ideal time 
for consumers to be without electricity and apologises 
for any inconvenience this power outage may cause.

For further information, please contact communications@transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information on 
whether your property is affected, please call your retailer with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR  
AFFECTING RAETIHI  

AND SURROUNDING AREAS  
SUNDAY 6 MARCH 2022,  

9:00am – 4:00pm

TPRB1623222

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our alternative 
outage date is Sunday 13 March.

The areas affected by the 
power outage shown on the 
map are illustrative only. 

Ohakune units on target for August finish

Group welcomes council 
initiative on Raetihi pool

Ruapehu council changes guaranteed at 2022 election
Construction of Ruapehu District Coun-

cil’s six new social housing units in Moore 
St Ohakune is proceeding well with the 
project on target for completion in August.

The $2.1m project has been funded 
through the Government’s Covid-19 re-
sponse infrastructure fund in partnership 
with Ruapehu District Council.

Ruapehu mayor Don Cameron said that 
the construction of the units is making a 
direct positive contribution to the local 
economy and once complete will help to 
address a shortage of social housing in 
Ohakune.

“The current Labour government has 
made housing a national priority and 
Council believes we can play a construc-
tive role in addressing the wide ranging 
housing issues affecting all sectors of our 
community,” he said.

“Not only do we need more social hous-
ing but we also need suitable and afford-
able housing for single people, key work-
ers, families of all sizes and older people.”

In late 2020 Council consulted on and 
adopted a Five-Year Housing Strategy 
and Plan Action, which also involves sup-

porting local iwi Uenuku, Ngāti Haua and 
Ngāti Rangi to deliver their own Māori 
housing initiatives on Māori owned land.

“We are aiming for the successful 
completion of the Moore St project to dem-
onstrate our capacity to deliver even larger 
housing projects in the future and unlock 
further investment from government and 
the private sector toward implementation 
of our Housing Strategy.”

Mr Cameron noted that in announcing 
the Moore St project Housing Minister Hon 
Dr Megan Woods had said that the project 
provided an opportunity for RDC.

“(RDC can) use its land holdings to 
partner with Government to build a more 
prosperous and resilient district, which is 
a great example of how we can all work 
together to resolve this housing crisis,” 
said Woods.

“As the first concrete implementation of 
the Housing Strategy and Plan Action, we 
are hopeful that the Moore St development 
will build on this start and be the catalyst 
for Council working with Government 
and others to develop housing at scale in 
Ruapehu,” said Mr Cameron.

Construction of Council’s six new Government COVID19 response infrastructure funded social 
housing units in Moore St Ohakune is proceeding well with the project on target for completion in 
August. It is hoped the successful delivery of this project will unlock further investment toward 
implementation of Council’s 5-year Housing Strategy and Plan Action for addressing Ruapehu’s 
housing issues. Photo supplied.

One of Raetihi’s two main community groups has 
welcomed the latest initiative by Council to sort out the 
long-standing issue of repairing and refurbishing the 
town’s swimming pool. 

“Council’s renewed commitment to work with the com-
munities of both Raetihi and Ohakune on ensuring the 
future of their respective pools is a welcome move,” says 
Geoff Anderson, chair of Raetihi Promotions.  

“As a community group that has over many years sup-
ported our communities aspirations for their pool, we now 

intend to step back from further formal involvement  and 
give council the space needed to both repair the significant 
leak in the pool and refurbish the pool’s heating system, 
making it a fit for purpose facility for our town.

“Projects of this magnitude involving Council assets 
require project management skills only council, with the 
oversight of community boards, can provide.” 

He added that once the results of the feasibility study 
are known and upgrade costs known funding options led 
by council can be discussed.

Dahlias at St Joseph’s Church in 
Ohakune are benefitting from a dressing 
of vermicast from a trial worm farming 
operation at the Karioi Pulp Mill.

The donation aims to “showcase the 
positive impact of our corporate social 
responsibility with MyNoke’s help and 
Patrick’s generous work as a volunteer,” 
says Rodney Gutsell, Winstone Pulp In-
ternational (WPI) technical sales manager.

WPI and MyNoke have established an 
equitable business partnership for worm 
farming (vermiculture) based at the Karioi 
Pulp Mill.

MyNoke is the world’s largest worm 
farming company, with multiple sites 
across New Zealand.  

Each day, approximately 80 tonnes of 
WPI waste material (biological sludge) is 
converted into soil conditioning resource 
(vermicast) and distributed throughout the 
Ruapehu region and further afield for soil 
improvement.

In addition to previous WPI financial 
contributions for the restoration of St 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Ohakune, 
Patrick O’Sullivan, WPI lab technician, 

volunteers at St Joseph’s, assisting with 
maintenance and upkeep of the grounds.

Together WPI and MyNoke have do-
nated 200kg of vermicast to St Joseph’s. 
The vermicast has been used for the propa-
gation of flowers, plants and herbs. The 
plants will be available from St Valentine’s 
Day with donations accepted to St Joseph’s 
fundraising account.

Rodney Gutsell said that Patrick, an avid 
gardener, approached him, amazed at the 
increased growth and health of the plants 
grown using the vermicast in comparison 
to plants grown without it.   

Patrick and other members of the WPI 
Technical team have visited MyNoke sites 
in order to better understand aspects of 
vermiculture and the use of vermiculture 
products.  

“The propagation at St Joseph’s is an 
excellent result, illustrating on a local level, 
the ability to convert our biological waste 
into a sustainable and environmentally 
beneficial product.”

Patrick can be contacted on 021-070-
5055 for information on how to donate to 
the Church.

Worms turn for dahlias

New two at school

Ohakune School welcomes two new 
staff members for 2022 – Laura Baker 
and Kristi Nation 

Laura is an experienced teacher and has 
recently moved to the area from Whan-
ganui to join her partner. In her spare 
time she attends Young Farmer events 
around the region, as well as helping out 
on the farm when the school work day 
ends. Laura and her black lab have been 

enjoying walking on the trails and bush 
walks around the district. She is teaching 
a Year 3 class.

Kristi has joined the support staff team 
and moved to Ohakune from Canada 15 
years ago to be with her husband Scott. 
After an extended time working in hospi-
tality, she had returned to education. Her 
two daughters are enrolled at Ohakune 
Primary School.

Kristi Nation, left, and Laura Baker, new to the Ohakune Primary staff.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
5. Matched (5)
8. School maths subject (8)
9. North Island lakeside town (5)
10. Theoretical (8)
11. Gaze (5)
14. Unhappy (3)
16. Auckland electorate held by National 
for 60 years (6)
17. Church and pan-iwi political 
movement with headquarters near 
Whanganui (6)
18. Hog house (3)
20. Vegetable based dish (5)
24. Kiwi broadcaster and keen golfer, 
Peter ____ (8)
25. Member of the clergy (5)
26. Olympic gold medal rower (8)
27. Ten (Maori) (5)

Down
1. Devonshire tea staple (5)
2. Wind instrument (5)
3. Busty (5)
4. Surname of retired Silver Fern legend 
who married Israel Folau (6)
6. Amount (8)
7. Evident (8)
12. Lotion used to treat itchiness (8)
13. Home town of Judith Collins (8)
14. NZ security organisation (3)
15. Arid (3)
19. Otago gorge popular with railway 
tourists (6)
21. Showy (5)
22. Relating to birth (5)
23. Theatre attendant (5)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Rest Home, 7. Eight, 8. Port Hills, 9. Vat, 10. Near, 11. Deluge, 13. Tamaki, 
14. Prison, 17. Falcon, 18. Carp, 20. Roo, 22. Role model, 23. Batik, 24. Shadbolt. 
Down: 1. Ripen, 2. Sarcasm, 3. Huhu, 4. Mullet, 5. Agave, 6. Station, 7. Estuary, 12. 
Skylark, 13. Thereby, 15. So-and-so, 16. Moolah, 17. Footy, 19. Pilot, 21. Amid. 
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Curly at the movies
• Regard the article “Last of the King’s comes down” 

(Ruapehu Bulletin, 2 February 2022), many people have 
the name of ‘Mr Curly’ mixed up.

He was our usher at the King’s of the late 1940s and 
1950s.

He was an old bushman, Curly Johnson (not Thompson 
as quoted in the article) from Burns Street. His son Percy 
and grandson John and his wife Janice (nee Clancy) also 
worked as ushers over the following few decades.

As many may remember, Friday nights was kids’ night 
at the cinema and a large crowd would attend. Films star-
ring Elvis, John Wayne and Bruce Lee was Curly’s job to 
work through and it was quite a challenge with the kids.

Bruce and Leslie Thompson, previous owners of the 
King’s Theatre

See you ‘Twosday’ 
next week

The day before Wednesday next week has been 
dubbed “Twosday” by some numerologists who are 
excited by the lining up of a lot of twos.

The date will be 22 02 2022, which is also a numerical 
palindrome (reads the same backwards and forwards).

If you wanted to extend the twos, you could watch 
the clock for 22 minutes past 2am (or 2pm), or 22 
minutes and 22 seconds past 10pm, or 2222.22 on the 
24-hour clock.

Or even fly to a village in Botswana, where the map 
co-ordinates are:S22”22’22, E22”22’22.

Letters

Local campaign launched to support whānau
The 10 week ‘Are you all goods?’ cam-

paign, launched recently, aims to provide 
support, information and practical tips 
for whānau in the Whanganui, Ruapehu, 
Rangitīkei, South Taranaki region.

The campaign is being run across dedi-
cated social media platforms and supported 
by the www.areyouallgoods.com website 
that hosts information and resources. Each 
week it features a new kaupapa (topic), 
fronted by local faces and voices, providing 
real kōrero to engage and support. 

“These uncertain times are stressful and 
we know they are impacting on our whānau 
in a number of different ways, irrespective 
of vaccination status we need to support 
our people as we continue to navigate these 
new spaces,” said campaign spokesperson 
Tipene Aue. 

“We want to encourage our people to 
check in on and manaaki (look after) one 
another and most of all to ensure that we 
lead with aroha (love) for one another, no 
matter what.”

The first week of the campaign, fronted 
by Matariki Cribb-Fox, focussed on as-
sisting whānau to develop a plan for their 
household and extended whānau, ensuring 
everyone knows what to do and who will 
do what when Covid-19 is transmitted 
within the community. Whānau are able 
to download a localised template from the 
website to help them navigate some of the 
tricky conversations required to help them 
to prepare.

The campaign isn’t just fronted by locals 
but planned by them also. 

“We asked a number of key people to 
come together with us to help us figure out 
what our people really wanted and needed, 
and the clear message was that we need to 
look after one another. We were hearing 
stories of division and hurt and what was 
missing was what fundamentally defines 
us as human beings, love and care. The 
catch phrase “Are you all goods?” came 
from everyone sitting down and sharing 
kai together and instantly we all jumped 
on it. And because that’s what it’s all about 
people were really willing to get in behind 
it,” said Matariki Cribb-Fox.

(The Bulletin asked about the phrase 
and was told that “all goods” (with an ‘s’) 
is a colloquialism used a lot in the local 
communities).

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Atihaunui-
a-Pāpārangi tauira (students) Nikora 
Herewini and Mia McDonnell provided 
safety advice with their unique touch of 
humour in the week leading in to Waitangi 
weekend, with registered nurse William 
(Gumz) Pati sharing his thoughts and ex-
periences as a front line Covid-19 kaimahi 
(worker) and some of the tensions he has 
had to navigate. His message of manaaki 
“just share the love! And that’s it. There’s 
nothing else we could do apart from share 
the aroha, share the alofa, be kind” has been 
timely as this week’s kaupapa.

Now into the third week, the campaign is 
set to be more visible outside of the online 
space, with billboards, radio and other 
media promotion planned.

Nikora and Mia, two of the faces helping to promote the support campaign. 
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37.86 hectares
AUCTION
www.nzr.nz/RX3168383

AUCTION 
10.30am, Thu 17th March 2022
NZR, 1 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 

Jamie Proude 
06 385 4466 | 027 448 5162 
jamie@nzr.nz

NZR Central Ltd | Licensed REAA 2008

OH THE POSSIBILITIES...
Lot 1 Mangarewa Road, Ohakune

This diverse 37.86 ha block could add to your farm or lifestyle. 
Boasting majestic mountain views, wonderful building sites and 
the Makotuku River encasing the western boundary. Currently 
used as a successful lamb fattening unit plus harvesting 720 
bales annually. No recent market gardening history provides the 
options of many root and brassica crop rotations. The Easy 
contour and the soil profile of the highly regarded Ohakune Silt 
Loam open this property up to several possibilities including 
dairy support, supplementary fodder, horticulture crops or  a 
large lifestyle block. 

Jess tops Freeride World Tour ranking
Ohakune freeride skier Jessica Hotter is now 

at the top of the table in the 2022 Freeride World 
Tour, after she stepped up to the podium again on 
Saturday.

She now has 18,000 points on the table, so well 
inside the cut-off for the Tour Finals. She is 1600 
points clear of her next rivals, Olivia McNeill 
from Canada and Lily Bradley from the USA in 
the women’s ski division.

Jess was placed second at the Kicking Horse 
‘Golden’ course in British Colombia in Canada.

This follows her first place run at Ordino- Arcalís 
in Andorra, a massive step up from her first event 
in Baqueira Beret in Spain, where she fell onto her 
back in a spectacular crash.

The Kicking Horse event saw challenging condi-

tions, with the course having to be moved.
The drama started when 115km/h winds affected 

the mountains around Kicking Horse Golden, B.C. 
two days before the event and the planned venue, 
Ozone, bore the brunt of the wind and was left in 
poor condition. 

Following consultation between the riders, 
guides, and organisers, the decision was made to 
change venues to T1 South. 

The conditions on the new venue were challeng-
ing, but with dry conditions across much of North 
America, it was still a huge victory to complete 
another successful event.

Her run at Kicking Horse saw commentators talk 
of her being “well-accustomed to hard pack” snow, 
coming from New Zealand. 

Her run included some big air, smooth lines 
in a “screamer of a run”. She also included and 
a ‘Japan Grab’, where the skier reaches the right 
hand behind the right knee and grabbing the inside 
edge of the left ski behind the boot (or vice versa).

She did best in her line score (the skiing line she 
chose), followed by control, then air and style, then 
technique and fluidity.

Jess and the other leader riders will be wearing 
the yellow jersey as the tour heads to the first of 
the two FWT Finals events in Fieberbrunn, Austria 
(15-20 March). 

The race for the world title remains wide open, 
and champions will ultimately be decided at the 
final event of the year in Verbier, Switzerland (26 
March - 3 April). 

World Tour organisers say riders will now take 
advantage of the short break to rest, recover and 
prepare before the next competition. 

Jess’s “rest” includes travel to Vancouver and 
then to another British Colombia ski area for some 
filming with her sponsors.

Jess Hotter goes big at Kicking Horse to top the Freeride points table.

Jess Hotter, now proud wearer of the tour 
leader bib.

Te Ara Mangawhero update
There is still no date available for physical 

work to start on the proposed Te Ara Mangawhero 
shared trails, from Tūroa to Ohakune and across to 
Horopito, with work consents still being sought, 
the Bulletin understands.

“The Te Ara Mangawhero Cycle Trail Project 
will provide definitive starting points of the trail 
for a rideable route from the mountain road across 
to Horopito and down to Ohakune. When com-
pleted the Project will provide a greater sense of 
the epic journey from Mountain to Sea,” states 
Ohakune Incorporated in their latest update.

The application with the Department of Conser-
vation has been progressed, but there are still some 
discussions needed with iwi, writes Ohakune Inc. 

“Overall we are experiencing delays manag-
ing the details of ownership of built assets on 
Conservation areas, long term asset management 
accountability and ensuring that all these matters 
are acceptable to DOC for the issue of Concession 
to build, own and operate the trail. 

“The project is in the final investigation and 
design, planning and programming stage with 
lodgment now expected to be submitted early 
January and an expected start date in February 
- March 2022.

“The contract document was finalised in No-
vember 2021 and now only requires the latest 

Schedule of Price updates from Ruapehu WorX 
for the contract to be signed.

“The works will be programmed to complete 
and open sections of the trail progressively on the 
first tranche of trails.

Works completed to date are;
• Trail investigation data, mapping of each trail 

section has been completed.
• Ecological assessments final draft report has 

been shared with key parties.
• Cultural assessment/support is compete with  

iwi partner being approached for support letters.
• Heritage impact assessment and walkover has 

taken place with Paul Mahoney.
• Bridge designs compiled for the cycleway 

project, which has several bridges within its scope.
• Geotechnical report and ground information 

has been completed to inform bridge designs.
• Construction management plan is in the final 

draft.
“We are pretty much ready to go but it is im-

portant to ensure that the arrangements we put in 
place meet everyone’s needs, particularly iwi and 
government funders. 

“This is a sensitive relationship and has not 
been done elsewhere with MBIE funded projects 
like this,” concludes Ohakune Inc.

Jess Hotter, at right, was second in Saturday’s comp but is first on the tour points 
table. First was Lily Bradley and third was Olivia McNeill.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. 06 385 0170

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 

of clients and customers for their continued support 

through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 

you something to cheer about as we head towards a 

somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 

team at Bayleys.ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

Jess wins 

in AndorraRural 
Ruapehu 

‘least 
vaccinated 

places’
Iwi collective seeks new approach as it 

chips away at first vaccinations

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter

An iwi collective says it will need to change tack in the second 

half of its 15-week rapid response rollout to lift Māori vaccination 

numbers.
The Ranga Tupua iwi collective has been sending four mobile 

clinics into the least vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South Taranaki, 

Rangitīkei and the Waimarino since early December.

Operation co-lead Elijah Pue says the mobile teams are continu-

ing to see steady numbers of second vaccinations and boosters, but 

first vaccinations are key.

“I would love to see more first-vax numbers – vaccination is our 

best protection,” Pue said.

“In terms of our target and who really needs our attention are those 

ones who haven’t yet been vaccinated. We might be vaccinating 

four or five firsts a day. If you think about that over a week or over 

a month, it turns into big numbers.

“But we’ve got some really important conversations to have to 

understand how we might start to drive home and go really hard 

into those hard-to-reach areas to boost those numbers.”

Pue said Castlecliff, Gonville and some of the rural parts of 

Rangitīkei were areas of concern, but the least vaccinated places 

continued to be Raetihi and the rural areas of the Waimarino, includ-

ing from the back of the Parapara to Karioi, Tangiwai and across 

toward National Park.

He says in Raetihi township about 120 individuals had yet to 

receive their first vaccination. That is 12 percent of the township’s 

population of just over a thousand.

“We are looking at that mesh-block data in terms of street by 

street, and where we might need to be placing our mobile units, and Snow skiing? Or ‘rock dropping’ – Jess Hotter ‘sends it’ off a cliff in her winning run in Andorra in the Freeride 

World Tour on Sunday. See inside for details. Photo: Freeride World Tour.
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At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 

of clients and customers for their continued support 

through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 

you something to cheer about as we head towards a 

somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 

team at Bayleys.ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Goats race to Tūroa

Maia Flint enjoys the stunning conditions for The Goat trail run on Saturday. The young Tauranga runner 

was the fastest female home. See inside for details. Photo: www.photos4sale.co.nz.

‘Tramping 

on wheels’ 

a growing 

Ruapehu 

attraction
Ruapehu has two of the best cycle 

trails in New Zealand’s Great Rides 

network, says Lynley Twyman, ‘trail 

champion’ for both the Mountains to 

Sea Ngā Ara Tūhono Cycleway and 

The Timber Trail.

She was introduced to the Ruapehu 

District Council at their last meeting, 

where she briefed councillors on the 

performance of the trails to date.

“The Mountains to Sea trail is the 

most diverse ride in the country, and 

the Timber Trail (through the Pureora 

Forest) is arguably the best 2-day ride 

in New Zealand,” she told councillors.

The growth is contributing to the 

local economy year-round and is 

increasing.
Estimates put the Timber Trail’s 

economic benefit to Ruapehu and 

neighbouring Waitomo at $7.6 mil-

lion last year.

The Ohakune Old Coach Road – 

part of the Mountains to Sea – saw 

19,000 trips, with 59,000 trips on the 

M2Sea trail overall.

And demand is increasing on the 

Mangapurura section of the trail.

She said there are benefits all round 

from this ‘tramping on wheels’, not 

just economic – including social 

connections, increased environmental 

awareness and action (such as access-

ing pest trap lines for volunteers).

“It’s taking people back to nature.”

She said the Mountains to Sea trail 

has overall been the “poor cousin” in 

the Great Rides network for a number 

of reasons, but this is improving.

In recent months, as well as main-

tenance work, new signage has been 

installed for safety and riders’ enjoy-

ment, and a safer crossing installed 

at Horopito.
“The trail is now at a standard that 

we can promote it.

“The Mangapurua is a much safer 

ride, with DOC’s support.”

Maintenance is also improved on 

the Timber Trail with a new contrac-

tor signed up.

She said they use local staff for 

emergency works, which is helpful 

as a call such as for a tree fallen 

across the track “always happens on 

a Friday”.
The next stage – Te Ara Man-

gawhero – is due to start this summer, 

with the lower sections starting first.

“It’s going to add huge value to 

the trail.
“It’s not a downhill bombing trail 

(as some people have feared) – it will 

be getting people out into the ecology.

“We’re really quite excited for the 

area.”

Going 
for a 
skate 
on OMR

P3

Pigs 
in 
space!
P5

Canyon 

pic 
wins
P6

Mahi 
Aroha 
still 
going
P7

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 February 2022 • 1

9 February 2022, 

Vol 37, No 1898

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
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ALL OVER NEW ZEALAND.

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune, Ruapehu  I  +64 6 385 0170  I  info@bayleysruapehu.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD. LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Marae upgrade project nears end

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 

Reporter
A $16 million marae renovation pro-

gramme is drawing to a close, with a third 

of marae in the west of the North Island 

including the Waimarino, the top of the 

South Island and the Chatham Islands 

benefiting from major upgrades.

Funded by the Provincial Growth Fund, 

the mass renovation project was a regional 

job creation scheme that enabled 64 marae 

in the Tai Hauāuru region to carry out 

capital works.

Te Puni Kōkiri regional director for Te 

Tai Hauāuru, Jessica Smith, said the project 

allowed marae communities to complete 

shovel-ready work, including essential 

repairs, maintenance and infrastructure.

Smith said the two-year initiative gener-

ated local jobs and cadetships. This was 

a lower number than forecast because 

smaller jobs were clustered as a strategy 

to create employment over a longer period.

The scheme also created new Māori 

enterprises and reconnected whānau back 

to their marae.

“It was a great opportunity for employ-

ment, bolstering businesses that already 

exist, enabling whānau to have new busi-

nesses, and supporting cadetships and work 

experience.

“But it wasn’t just about creating jobs 

– actually it created far more than that. 

Coming back to work on your marae as a 

contractor, businesses created as a conse-

quence of this mahi, finding out informa-

tion about your whānau, moving towns to 

be closer to reconnect with your marae … 

so many amazing stories that have come 

out of this particular programme.

“It was that culture, connection, being 

able to build businesses, all those sorts 

of things.”
Among those to benefit were 24 marae of 

the Whanganui River, Rangitīkei, Tauma-

runui, the Waimarino and South Taranaki, 

which had $7.7 million of work approved 

under the scheme.

“Some have already finished and we’re 

hoping to have the majority completed by 

the end of February subject to contractors’ 

availability, delays in materials and those 

kinds of things.”

Smith said not all marae were able to 

RDC representation 

appeals heard
Appeals and objections to the Ruapehu 

District Council’s representation propos-

als was being heard via Zoom yesterday.

Three appellants – Fiona Kahukura 

Chase, Peter Zimmer and Tim Leahy – 

had asked to be heard in support of their 

submissions.

Three members of the Local Gov-

ernment Commission were to hear the 

appeals.
After the appellants had addressed the 

commission, the Ruapehu District Coun-

cil would have the right of reply.

The hearing can be accessed at http://

www.lgc.govt.nz/representation-reviews/

Mangamingi Marae, on the Raetihi-Ohakune Road, is lifted up to be repiled last week – part of the 

PGF project. Photo: Liz Brooker, Toi Communications.

Ring of Fire, Tussock cancelled

The Ring of Fire and the Tussock Traverse trail 

events have been cancelled again, organisers announced 

yesterday.
“Here we go again … Covid-19 has become the kryp-

tonite of the events industry,” Victory Events announced 

on social media yesterday.

The Ring of Fire event was cancelled in 2020, just a 

few days out from the start.

On Saturday 30 January 2021 the ROF 50km was run 

within the annual Tussock Traverse event, with the intent 

to bring ROF back in March 2022. 

“Things were looking good for a time, so we forged 

forward with planning for the event,” says Victory.

“Once again entries were high, showing us that you 

really wanted (and needed) the event to go ahead just as 

much as we did and we were getting excited.”

The Goat went ahead on 21 January, but days later the 

Government announced that due to a potential new strain 

outbreak, the entire country would be moved to a modified 

Red setting, effective immediately. 

“We were relieved for the Goat, but worried for ROF.

“Since this announcement, event management has been 

working hard considering all of the logistics, risks, and 
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Worms turn 

for dahlias

Changes at 

council table 

guaranteed
By Mark Ebrey

As the Local Government Commission 

mulls over the shape of this year’s local 

body elections in Ruapehu, it looks like 

turning into one of the most intriguing 

elections in a long time.

Mayor Don Cameron told the represen-

tation hearings on Tuesday last week that 

he would not be standing again this year, 

opening up the mayoral race.

Other long-serving councillors have also 

said they will retire at the next election.

Taumarunui councillor Adie Doyle has 

already expressed his intention to stand 

for mayor.
Cameron also said one of the reasons 

why the council reverted to eight council-

lors instead of the originally-proposed six 

was because councillors were concerned 

about the loss of institutional knowledge 

due to the retirement of a number of long-

term councillors.

Compensate

He said they felt this needed to be com-

pensated by a greater number of heads 

around the table, at a time when Council 

was facing demands to deal with a wide 

range of issues including climate change 

and environmental concerns.

However, the future shape of Council 

will not be known until April when the 

Local Government Commission has to 

make its decision.

It heard from three submitters on Tues-

day 8 February – Fiona Kahukura Chase, 

who said Māori weren’t given the chance 

to push the case for four Māori Ward 

councillors; Peter Zimmer, who opposed 

the changes from the original proposal for 

a slimmed down council of six general and 

two Māori councillors.

He and fellow submitter Tim Leahy also 

objected to the creation of two general 

wards, split at the top of the Piriaka Hill.

In their view, placing Owhango and 

National Park in the southern ward would 

be contrary to the current communities of 

interest, with Owhango especially having 

strong links to Taumarunui.

Boundaries

The hearing was told by Council that no 

changes had been made to the Owhango 

boundary that had been in place for the last 

three elections, but currently National Park 

had its own ward, which was to disappear 

under the proposed reorganisation.

Zimmer also questioned the need for 

North/South wards saying the elections 

should be at large across the district as they 

were proposed to be for the mayoral and 

Māori Ward councillors.

Hearing chair Brendan Duffy questioned 

RDC why they thought having four Māori 

Ward councillors could not work, to which 

RDC chief executive Clive Manley said it 

would increase the size of council and the 

community has made it very clear that they 

were opposed to this.

Manley also told the hearing that under 

the original proposal, there could only be 

two Māori seats, and it was for this reason 

Turn to Page 2
Patrick O’Sullivan with his dahlias that he has been growing at St Joseph’s Church in Ohakune, 

using vermicast from the new WPI worm farm. See inside for details. Photo supplied.
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Ohakune 5 Goldfinch Street

679sqm

Tender (will not be sold prior)

Closing 2pm, Fri 1 Apr 2022

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune

Viewby appointment

Jordan Davis027 882 0421

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Take note of Ohakune Take Note and Book Shop

Come and enjoy the life in the heart of the Ruapehu region with this great Freehold Going Concern opportunity. The

business benefits from diverse and profitable income streams through strong franchise agreements including NZ

Lotto, Kiwibank, NZ Post and Take Note, which sits under the Paper Plus Group. The 679sqm (more or less) section

is centered on Goldfinch Street and enjoys good profile for welcoming the plentiful traffic counts in the main retail

area of Ohakune. The retail floor is open plan and the generous 249sqm (more or less) floor area is enough to offer a

wide range of products for consumers. This is a business that has strong trading history that's strengthened through

good franchise agreements and is underpinned by freehold property ownership adding significant underlying land

value.

bayleys.co.nz/2900449

Home delivery service welcomed by older library users

Four-day delay before local case location released

The COVID19 pandemic has seen Rua-
pehu District Council’s libraries getting 
imaginative to ensure that their services 
remain available to everyone in the com-
munity, including adding home deliveries 
of books in Taumarunui.

RDC plans to extend the service south 
for Raetihi and Ohakune readers.

Libraries manager Fiona Thomas said 
that Covid-19 restrictions have highlighted 
the limitations that many library users face 
in accessing services and the high value 
they place on them.

“Our librarians have developed relation-
ships with our regular library users and 
were aware of the impact that Covid-19 and 
associated restrictions would be having on 
many of them,” she said.

“This was especially so for our older 
library users who live alone and are not 
on-line. In addition to losing access to 
their book supply, they were also missing 
the social and community connection that 
visiting the library provided.”

In response the librarians reached out 
to them individually to offer to select and 
deliver books to their home using Covid-
safe protocols.

The success of this service over the lock-
down period encouraged the Taumarunui 
librarians to establish a personal home 
library service to those who have diffi-
culty getting to a library due to disability, 

reduced mobility or other issues.
“In addition to helping select and de-

liver books the librarians can also assist 
people access on-line digital content such 
as ebooks, audio books, information and 
research databases and movie/documentary 
streaming services amongst other things.”

Mrs Thomas said that current restrictions 
and staffing issues means the home library 
service is only being provided in Tauma-
runui but that they are keen to see it ex-
tended to the Ohakune and Raetihi libraries 
given demand from these communities.

“With this new home delivery service, 
and our mobile library service to Owhango, 
Kaitieke and National Park schools, we 
have a vision to expand mobile library 
coverage to the whole district and service 
all our rural communities and schools.

“Although limited in scale the success 
of these mobile library services highlights 
the benefits they provide and the potential 
for expansion with the only thing holding 
us back being our limited resources.

“Ideally we would have a dedicated 
mobile library vehicle and a group of com-
mitted volunteers to help run the service.

“Meanwhile, we will do all we can to 
help people access our services and so if 
you, or someone you know has any issues, 
please do not hesitate to talk with us, call 
07 895 7538, or email taumarunui.library@
ruapehudc.govt.nz,” she said.

Senior Librarian Libby Ogle has a chat with library member Anne Millsteed while dropping-off some 
new books as part of the Taumarunui Library personal home delivery service.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
The Ministry of Health said last week that the 

region’s then two active cases of Covid-19 were 
in Whanganui city, announced four days after they 
were discovered, angering some people.

The location was advised after the Whanganui 
District Health Board refused requests from both 
the public and the media to release the information.

The DHB confirmed 
over the weekend that 
two cases had been dis-
covered in its area. The 

DHB area covers the Whanganui district and parts 
of Ruapehu and Rangitīkei districts, which include 
some of the least vaccinated parts of the country.

In response to the DHB’s social media advisory 

at the weekend, a slew of requests from the public 
for more information was made, asking it to at 
least advise in which district, town or rural area 
the cases were found.

Chief executive Russell Simpson told Local 
Democracy Reporting the DHB would not provide 
the location because it wanted to maintain the 
privacy of the cases.

He said they were isolating in the Whanganui 
District Council region and were not in SIQ (su-
pervised isolation and quarantine).

Asked to narrow down the location further to 
a city, town, settlement or rural area, the DHB’s 
Engagement Lead Rhonda Morris said it would 
not do so.

Turn to Page 8
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Build, Renovate, Decorate

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire
Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service
Insulation

0800 327 946

Just a 
flying 
visit
We’ll be carrying out helicopter 
Inspections of power lines in your 
area soon. Inspecting lines is 
critical to delivering you a safe, 
reliable service.
Flights are weather dependent and 
may change, see website for updates.

WHERE WE’RE FLYING: WHEN WE’RE FLYING:

February  
2022

0800 367 546 
thelinescompany.co.nz

• Kaitieke
• Kirikau
• Manunui
• Matiere
• Ōhura
• Otunui

• Ōwhango
• Raurimu
• Retaruke
• Taumarunui
• Tokirima

“It is patient confidentiality,” she said.
“As advised in the previous email we 

are respecting the privacy of the people 
involved. All patients who are treated at 
our Whanganui DHB deserve privacy. We 
understand this is a concerning time for 
our community and can assure them that 
there are no locations of interest associated 
to these cases and those involved are being 
totally compliant and maintain [sic] all the 
requirements of self-isolating.”

Morris said the two cases were isolating 
at home with support and medical supervi-
sion and had requested privacy. Both cases 
were isolating at home when they tested 
positive, no exposure events had been 
linked with either of the cases and there 
were no locations of interest.

The cases are understood to be from the 
same household and had travelled out of 
the district before returning to Whanganui 
city.

Whanganui DHB did not respond when 
asked why providing a general location was 
deemed a risk to patient confidentiality.

The Ministry of Health released Whan-
ganui city as the location after being 
contacted by Local Democracy Reporting.

Meanwhile, an active case had been 
found in the rural community of Waimiha 
in the Ruapehu district. The remote and 
tiny settlement just north of Taumarunui 
and Ongarue has a high Māori popula-
tion. The single case was confirmed by 
the Waikato District Health Board in its 
daily list of active cases and their locations.

More cases
On Monday, five more cases were lo-

cated in Ruapehu’s neighbouring district 
of Rangitikei, all in Marton.

The Whanganui District Health Board 
said close contact testing and notifications 
were underway.

Any locations of interest will be advised 
but as of midday on Monday none were 
confirmed.

Of the two cases found last weekend 
in Whanganui city, one is now recovered. 
The weekend’s new cases bring the total 
number of active cases in the region to six 
as the expected Omicron surge begins to 
take hold in the country.

The DHB is advising anyone who has 
symptoms, including a runny nose, head-
ache, fatigue, sneezing or a sore throat, to 
isolate and arrange to be tested.

The Te Ranga Tupua iwi collective is 
holding clinics in Marton, Whangaehu 
and Taihape over the next few days, and 
home visits by appointment in Rātana. 
Whanganui DHB is also scheduling extra 
pop-up clinics.

The DHB is urging people to remember 
the basics of Covid-19 protection: scan or 
provide tracer information when entering 
public places, wear masks, sanitise hands, 
keep physical distance from others and 
get tested if you are feeling unwell. The 
DHB is also reminding people to check 
on family and friends and plan ahead for 
isolating at home.

Local Democracy Reporting is Public 
Interest Journalism funded through NZ 
On Air.

From Page 7

Four-day delay before 
local case location 
released

Deadline for all advertising bookings and copy is

5pm Fridays!
It’s important that we get your ad booking and copy in on time, so that we have time to 

check it, plan the best layout and work on producing a better paper for you!
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Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringGas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Ads

Ph 06 385 8532

Rats!
This space could have been yours. 

Call us today to grab it 
for next week.

Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES

PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

Kaimahi He Puna Ora
(non-clinical role) Ruapehu

The Maori Health Outcomes Advisory Group 
of providers have formed an exciting service 
for wahine with pepi under 3 and whanau 
who are faced with alcohol and drug issues. 

The role will be based in Raetihi but will cover 
the Ruapehu area.

Are you someone that is innovative, creative, 
and experienced in Matauranga Maori and 
prepared to work differently in supporting 
mama, pepi and whanau who do not have 
strong relationships with services in the 
community? You will work one-on-one 
with mama and their whanau, as well as 
developing and facilitating matauranga Maori 
and well-being wananga.

If you have these attributes, skills, experience, 
and desire, apply for this opportunity today.

The following are essential:
• Police screening and drug testing
• Covid-19 vaccinations
• Full driver’s license

Please go to our website at www.
teoranganui.co.nz/community-workers 
for a job description.

Closes: Friday 25 February 2022 at 5pm.

To apply for the position please send your 
CV to:

Service Manager
Te Puke Karanga Hauora Julie McDonnell

Email: petm@tpkh.co.nz

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

Field, Honey 
Production & Plant 

Assistant
We are looking for Field Assistant and Honey 
Production Assistant

On the job training is provided for the right 
candidate. We have several roles available

Looking for a keen, reliable person who 
is eager to learn and able to work as part 
of a small team.  We are a NZ owned and 
operated business.

We can arrange rentable accommodation 
over the duration of the employment period.

Please email your CV to:
rowenalee@tweeddaleshoney.co.nz

Tweeddale’s Honey is working hard to maintain a 
drug and alcohol free workplace. Pre-eployment 

drug testing is mandatory.

Seasonal Market 
Garden Staff

Full-time seasonal work starting the end of 
February until October 2022.

Involves:
• Cutting swedes and beetroot.
• Pack-house work including, vegetable 

grading and prepacking.
• General housekeeping to keep the pack 

house clean and tidy.
• 5-6days a week depending on product 

demand. 7.45am – 5:30pm.
• Starting rate $21 per hour plus 8% holiday 

pay.

What you need:
• Own transport to get yourself to work.
• Gumboots and enough food to sustain 

yourself for a full days work.
• IRD number and eligible to work in NZ.

We Supply:
• Wet weather gear and gloves.
• Surgical facemasks.

CV’s and interest to Amy at
accounts@motts.co.nz or 021 301 884

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

Tweeddale 
Lawn Care

Yard grooming 
specialists for 
residential or 
commercial 
properties.

Call today for a 
free no obligation quote 

– Richy 022 394 5276

Exercise Baghlan
Combat School, Land Operations Training 
Centre of the New Zealand Army will be 
conducting a military exercise from Tuesday 
8 March 2022 until Monday 14 March 2022. 
The exercise will be based in the vicinity of 
Ohakune Rugby Club, and will cover areas 
in and around Ohakune.

The Exercise will contain 50 soldiers who 
will be moving by vehicle and foot, they 
will be operating with weapons in the area, 
where blank firing activities will occur.

Inquiries regarding the exercise should be 
directed to:

Course Manager, WO2 Muschamp
Combat School, Waiouru Military Camp, 

Ruapehu Rd, Waiouru, NZ
021 953 923

Advisory Notice

Hey kids – need 
extra pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliverers in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06-385-8532.

Handy Person Wanted
Forgotten World Adventures is looking for a 
mature or semi-retired handy person (would 
ideally suit semi-retired farmer or similar).

Three months’ work with generous 
remuneration and on-site accommodation 
available (if required) for the right person.

Send your CV to careers@fwa.co.nz
or phone Kara on 0210 274 5298

General Hand
• Looking for a physical and varied role? This is a full-time, permanent 

opportunity.

The opportunity (Karioi Pulpmill)
The General Hand’s support the Pulpmill production team wherever required. 
This may include operating the rail load out process.  On the job and formal 
training is provided on-site.  Hours of work are Monday to Friday, 8.00am to 
4.00pm or if on loadout duty daily hours are 6.00am to 2.00pm.

About you
To apply for the General Hand role, you will need to;
• be physically fit, able and mentally alert.
• be able to work in confined space and at heights.
• have practical experience in operating mobile plant. Train shunting 

experience an advantage.
• have demonstrated work experience in a laboring or otherwise similar 

role.
• have achieved NCEA Level One at minimum, NCEA Level Two preferred.
• hold a Full Class One New Zealand driver’s license and hold or be able to 

obtain a Forklift endorsement.
• be able to pass an in-depth medical examination required to ensure safe 

rail operation.

About us
WPI is committed to ensuring a safe and healthy work environment. As part 
of the selection process applicants will be required to pass an independently 
conducted pre-employment health and medical assessment which includes 
drug testing.

For further information please contact David Millar on 06 385 8545 
extension 885, or email jobs@wpinz.com.  

To apply for this position please email a letter of application and a 
resume to jobs@wpinz.com.

Applications close at 12noon, Wednesday, 23 February 2022.

buSInESS 
nOTICES

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

www.ohakune.info

PubLIC
nOTICES

GARAGE SALE, Saturday 
19 February, 19 George 
Street, Raetihi, 9am-1pm. 
Household goods, exercise 
gear, plants, electric 
lawnmower, TV, dining table, 
2 dog crates.

CHEST FREEZER, Haier, 
519 litre, as new, $950 ono. 
Phone 06 385 3226.

NEED AN 
ExPERT?  See the 
Ruapehu Bulletin 
Service Directory – our 
Experts – on Page 8 
and Page 9. Call us 
on 06-385-8532 to 
advertise there.
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Support Officer - Logistics 
(Fixed term, 12-month minimum)

The opportunity (Tangiwai Sawmill)
A key member of the logistics team at the Tangiwai Sawmill, the Support 
Officer role is an excellent opportunity for a motivated and enthusiastic 
individual who enjoys a combination of office based and hands-on practical 
work.  Gain valuable on-job training and formal qualifications (unit standard 
based) whilst working within an experienced and knowledgeable team.  The 
successful candidate will learn the planning, despatch and export functions 
to ably assist the team and provide a potential succession strategy.  This is a 
fixed term opportunity for a minimum of twelve months due to parental leave.  

Hours of work are typically 48 per week, worked between 6.00am and 4.30pm 
Monday to Thursday, and Friday 6.00am to 2.30pm.

About you
• Demonstrates competence in the use of Microsoft Office and customised 

software solutions.
• Physically fit, able and mentally alert, comfortable to undertake yard tasks.
• Able to learn quickly and take instruction while maintaining attention to 

detail. 
• Is an exceptional team player with a ‘can do’ attitude.
• Holds at minimum NCEA Level One.  NCEA Level Two preferred. 
• Has a strong health and safety focus and can work in an organised and 

disciplined way.
• Holds or is able to obtain a Class One driver’s license (currently holds 

Restricted at minimum) and has personal transport to get to and from 
work.

About us
WPI is committed to ensuring a safe and healthy work environment. As part 
of the selection process applicants will be required to pass an independently 
conducted pre-employment health and medical assessment which includes 
drug testing.  

For further information please contact Courtney on 06 385 8545 ext 827 
or email jobs@wpinz.com.

To apply for this position please email a letter of application and a 
resume to jobs@wpinz.com.

Applications close at 9.00am, Thursday, 24 February 2022.

SITuATIOnS vACAnT

Badminton
at Ruapehu Commuinity gym

Ruapehu College

Starting Monday 21 February at 7.30pm
$5 per session

Ruapehu Maori 
Catholic Club

AGM
Sunday 13th March 2021
10am Tikaraina Ringapoto

Agenda:
Karakia
Present
Apologies
Correspondence
Financial
General 
Election of Officers 

Any queries or apologies to:
ruapehumcc.secretary@gmail.com 

Or RMCC Facebook Page

PubLIC nOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS

www.
ohakune.info

Bosses get call from iwi 
collective in vaccination drive

Raetihi mass 
returns

Catholic Mass returns to St Patricks 
Church on Seddon Street, Raetihi this Sat-
urday at the earlier time of 4:00pm, after 18 
months of having masses only in Ohakune, 
due to safety and access concerns. 

Local parishioner Elijah Pue said with 
the recent appointment of Father Peter 
Brockhill, he was pleased to welcome the 
community back to St Patricks. 

He says that Saturday masses are now 
held at St Josephs in Ohakune on the first 
and fourth Saturday, at Maungārongo Marae 
on the second Saturday and in Raetihi on the 
third Saturday.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Shearing gangs, market gardeners, meat 

workers, millworkers and farmworkers could 
be in line for Covid-19 jabs at their workplaces 
as an iwi collective chips away at the task to lift 
Māori vaccination numbers.

The Ranga Tupua iwi collective says it has 
contacted big employers in Whanganui, South 
Taranaki, Rangitīkei and the Waimarino.

Vaccination co-lead Elijah Pue said the iwi 
collective has offered to bring mobile clinics to 
major rural work sites for a day or half a day.

“We’ve been in touch with most of the big 
employers – Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation, 
WPI, Ruapehu Shearing, some of the market 
gardeners.

“We’re doing the same for the meatworks 
out at Waitōtara. In Bulls, in Rangitīkei it’s the 

same there with Te Kōtuku Hauora and Mōkai 
Pātea going to some of those big employers.”

Pue said the mobile clinics are also vaccinat-
ing at big events in the region, such as a recent 
touch event in Taihape.

“We’re also understanding what other events 
might be occurring in the rest of the rohe. All 
of these places where our people are going to 
frequent over the next six to eight weeks, we 
really need to be there.”

The iwi collective is into the second half of 
its 15-week rapid response rollout to the least 
vaccinated areas, using mobile clinics run by iwi 
providers Te Oranganui in Whanganui, Mōkai 
Pātea Services and Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa’s Te 
Kōtuku Hauora in Rangitīkei, and Ngāti Rangi 
in the Waimārino.

Fewer than 460 vaccinations are needed 
for Māori 12 years and over in the region to 
reach the government’s 90% first vaccination 
milestone.

However, vaccinations for tamariki Māori 
aged 5 to 11 remain very low, with only 451 or 
17 percent getting their first shot – the second 
lowest rate in the country.

Local Democracy Reporting is Public Interest 
Journalism funded through NZ On Air.

News, 30 
years ago
From the files: WPI 
celebrated producing 
their one millionth 
tonne of pulp in 
February 1992. The 
lead picture was of 
13 staff who were on 
deck when the mill 
produced its first 
tonne, in the late 
1970s.
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Two doses was great for Delta, 
but Omicron needs that booster.  

That’s why it’s critical that everyone who can 
gets boosted in February. 

Get your booster ASAP
BookMyVaccine.nz

For whānau bookings call 0800 28 29 26


