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At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 
of clients and customers for their continued support 
through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 
you something to cheer about as we head towards a 
somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 
team at Bayleys.

ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

Jess wins 
in Andorra

Rural 
Ruapehu 
‘least 
vaccinated 
places’

Iwi collective seeks new approach as it 
chips away at first vaccinations

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
An iwi collective says it will need to change tack in the second 

half of its 15-week rapid response rollout to lift Māori vaccination 
numbers.

The Ranga Tupua iwi collective has been sending four mobile 
clinics into the least vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South Taranaki, 
Rangitīkei and the Waimarino since early December.

Operation co-lead Elijah Pue says the mobile teams are continu-
ing to see steady numbers of second vaccinations and boosters, but 
first vaccinations are key.

“I would love to see more first-vax numbers – vaccination is our 
best protection,” Pue said.

“In terms of our target and who really needs our attention are those 
ones who haven’t yet been vaccinated. We might be vaccinating 
four or five firsts a day. If you think about that over a week or over 
a month, it turns into big numbers.

“But we’ve got some really important conversations to have to 
understand how we might start to drive home and go really hard 
into those hard-to-reach areas to boost those numbers.”

Pue said Castlecliff, Gonville and some of the rural parts of 
Rangitīkei were areas of concern, but the least vaccinated places 
continued to be Raetihi and the rural areas of the Waimarino, includ-
ing from the back of the Parapara to Karioi, Tangiwai and across 
toward National Park.

He says in Raetihi township about 120 individuals had yet to 
receive their first vaccination. That is 12 percent of the township’s 
population of just over a thousand.

“We are looking at that mesh-block data in terms of street by 
street, and where we might need to be placing our mobile units, and 

Snow skiing? Or ‘rock dropping’ – Jess Hotter ‘sends it’ off a cliff in her winning run in Andorra in the Freeride 
World Tour on Sunday. See inside for details. Photo: Freeride World Tour.Turn to Page 3
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in the
Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days a 
week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Waimarino Wild Food Festival 19 February
Funday Horse Sports  26 February 
Tussock Traverse / Ring of Fire 12 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Vaccination Clinic
Protect yourself, your whānau and community

Or book your vaccination for 
a day and time that suits you

0800 28 29 26 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Where

When

Winstone Pulp International Ltd

24 February 2022

Families are welcome
Anyone 5 year or older
10:00am - 3:00pm

Jess wins in 
Freeride tour

Ohakune freeride skier Jess Hotter has made a triumphant return to the top of the 
Freeride World Tour podium in Ordino Arcalís, Andorra, winning gold.

“Today was all about adjusting my line to the changing conditions, and I’m so happy 
with how it worked out,” said Jessica Hotter after her win.  

“My goal this year is just to have fun, and I’m really excited for Kicking Horse (in 
British Colombia, Candada), I love it there.”

Her win in Andorra in the Pyrenees mountains in Europe puts her in third position 
on the Tour. 

The success follows falling off a cliff in the previous event at Baqueira Beret in 
Spain – also in the Pyrenees – where her backpack and avalanche rescue shovel and 
back protector took the impact. The safety equipment is compulsory for all athletes to 
carry during the competition.

“I miscalculated the snow conditions just before I was set to send my arse off a cliff, 
which resulted in tumbling down the rocks, taking out my backpack and shovel along 
the way,” said Jess on her social media page.

“I don’t know what angel was looking out for me that day, but I came pretty close to 
doing myself some very, very serious damage. I am really happy to have walked away 
from that with nothing but a bruised elbow.”

The Freeride competition includes extreme skiing on steep slopes, with drops off cliffs 
where the athletes choose their own line between the start and the finish and are judged 
on difficulty of line, speed, control, fluidity, jumps & technique.

Kiwi men’s skiers Blake Marshall positioned in 10th place and Craig Murray positioned 
in 10th and woman’s snowboarder Clair McGregor was place 6th .

Ohakune’s Jess Hotter lifts the first-place trophy in Andorra on Sunday. Photo: Freeride World Tour.
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough drinking water from personal water wells before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fill up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off?
Transpower, the owner and operator of the National Grid, and Powerco who connect homes and businesses 
in this region are undertaking essential maintenance work at the Mataroa substation and its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.
Transpower and Powerco would like to advise residents and businesses in and around Taihape, Waiouru and 
surrounding areas that a power outage is required on:

Sunday 20 February 2022, 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse 
weather. Our alternative outage date is Sunday 27 February.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there 
is never an ideal time for consumers to be without 
electricity and we apologise for any inconvenience this 
power outage may cause. Transpower and Powerco 
have worked to find a time that is least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact 
communications@transpower.co.nz or phone  
04 590 7000. For information on whether your 
property is affected, please call your retailer with 
your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR  
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU  

AND SURROUNDING AREAS  
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2022, 9:00am – 4:00pm
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PLEASE NOTE; illustrative area only.
You will be notified by your retailer if your power is affected.

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our alternative outage date is Sunday 27 February.

Last of the Kings comes down

whether or not a door-to-door campaign 
might help in this case.

“The mobile unit has told us that doing 
that differently has been really key, but to 
get us over the line in the last six to eight 
weeks of this campaign we really need to 
start doing things a little bit differently.

“We’ll be going to mid-March with the 
rapid response rollout so we’ve still got a 
bit of time yet. A bit of patience and un-
derstanding [is required], and just knowing 
that our whānau for 
whatever reason 
are still hesitant – 
and some of them 
are indeed anti, and 
that’s just some-
thing we have to realise and understand.”

However, Pue said discussion would 
be needed around where to draw the line.

“Where might we say we’ve done our 
absolute best in Raetihi, we’ve reached, say 
for argument’s sake, 80% in Raetihi, is that 
enough? Are we just going to continue to 
go there and vaccinate people who aren’t 
from Raetihi? Do we continue to have a 
presence just in case we have the odd one 
or two persons that might present for a 
vaccination?

“The next part of the conversation is 
those targets – what is actually realistic? 
Some places in our rohe will never get to 
90 percent and that’s just a reality.

“I hate to say it but what is going to help 

us with our numbers is a positive case. 
God forbid, because we don’t want that 
at all. But I can tell you that both testing 
and vaccination numbers will go up when 
a positive case hits any of our areas and 
Omicron, indeed, will be critical for us to 
get our numbers up.”

In the Whanganui District Health Board 
area, which includes parts of the Rangitīkei 
and Waimarino districts, 86 percent of the 
eligible Māori population has had one dose 
of the vaccine, with another 570 first vacci-

nations needed to 
reach the govern-
ment’s 90 percent 
target. About 1260 
jabs are needed to 
boost Māori from 

81 percent to the 90 percent double vac-
cination target.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health has 
released vaccination tables for children 
aged 5 to 11 years. In the Whanganui DHB 
area, 1050 (16 percent) of 6588 eligible 
children have received a first dose.

The numbers for tamariki Māori are 
close to half that of the general population, 
with 237 (9 percent) of the 2707 eligible 
children vaccinated with a first dose, and 
for Pasifika children 28 (10 percent) of 277 
eligible children have had their first jab.

Local Democracy Reporting is Public 
Interest Journalism funded through NZ 
On Air

‘I hate to say it but what is 
going to help us with our 

numbers is a positive case.’

Rural Ruapehu 
‘least vaccinated’
From Page 1

The front façade of the old Kings Theatre 
in Ohakune came down last week, leaving 
just the huge brick wall on the southern side 
of the building remaining.

The site is now clear and ready for build-
ing to start on the new combined brewery, 
café and picture theatre.

The sight has saddened a number of 
people, with many commenting on a local 
history social media page.

Many people shared fond memories of 
watching movies in the old theatre and one 
wondering if they could have organised a 
petition to save the old building. Others 
also wondered what the previous owners, 
the Thompson family, would think about 
the demolition.

“Les and I watched the Old Kings Cine-
ma come down,” posted Bruce Thompson. 

“Like us, it was on its last leg and needed 
much work. 

“Like so many films we screened with 
the word ‘miracle’ in the title – here is the 
miracle of Goldfinch St. 

“Greg and Christine arrived in the town 
and are replacing the building in a modern 

style with room for a small cinema. They 
are preserving as much as they can to use 
in the new building. 

“We wish them all the best and let’s hope 
we see it completed.”

Sharna Sutherland: “Remember rolling 
Jaffas down the floor under the seats as a 
kid. Mr Curly Thompson would come and 
tell us off. Barry Hodder and Mrs Thomp-
son would switch the lights on and off if 
the kids made to much noise and Mr Curly 
couldn’t find them with his torch.

“I know it’s called progress, and things 
change. Just another thing gone from our 
childhood. Just like when I came home 
years ago to find roundabouts in the main 
street, and Chan Fungs, mutual stores, 
Wilde’s chemist, dairies, Gilbert’s shop, 
etc,etc, gone,” said Ruth Pakai Peters.

“All progress but our memories of the 
Ohakune that was, will always remain. 
Thank you Mr and Mrs Thompson for be-
ing part of those. And all the other people 
that I remember with fondness.”

“I’ve lived on Ohakune most of my life. 
My husband and I came back here on 1967 

and we lived up at the Junction, the same place I grew up 
in, the town I grew up in the 50’s had already died – shops 
were empty and buildings like the Majestic Hall and 
building alongside it were derelict,” said Lauretta Eades.

“It was one sad town then so let’s celebrate that our 
town had survived, while many small Rural towns haven’t. 

“Yes, we all have fond memories of the Picture Theatre, 
the tennis courts ,the bowling greens but life moves on 
and change happens. 

“We’re so lucky to have people in our community who 
are prepared to take a gamble and invest in our town, 
especially now in these very uncertain times. 

“It’s called progress – do we really want to live in the 
past? I don’t.”

Many remembered going to the theatre every Friday 
night, with one saying she would sit down and ask “what’s 
the movie tonight?”

A Bulletin reader has called for the brick wall to be 
retained, which the developers have said is part of the plan.

“Please preserve this wonderful old wall of bricks,” 
wrote Anthea Hatfield. 

She said she has seen many restaurants where old bricks 
have been retained and that the effect is “gorgeous”.

The Kings Theatre façade is down and the site is cleared, ready for building the Cinema Taproom 
in its place.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
7. MP who started his own political party 
in 1993 (7,6)
8. Meeting house (8)
9. Belly (Māori) (4)
10. Glob (6)
12. Scribble (6)
14. Oven (Māori) (3)
15. Worldwide (6)
17. Global food company with factories in 
Auckland and Marton (6)
19. Ecstatic, spellbound (4)
21. Rebuke (8)
23. Radio NZ programme which first aired 
in 1975 (7,6)

Down
1. Person who often stays up late (5,3)
2. Relating to the stars (6)
3. Reckless driver (colloq) (4)
4. It rose in Cuba for Dragon (5,3)
5. Daze (6)
6. Hike (4)
11. Enforce your superior status (4,4)
13. Competitor granted entry without 
qualifying in the usual way (4,4)
16. Electorate held by Jami-Lee Ross for 
almost 10 years (6)
18. Loose jumper, ____ joe (6)
20. Particle (4)
22. Untainted (4)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Think Big, 7. Enrol, 8. Masterton, 9. Ten, 10. Dull, 11. Greens, 13. Minties 
Moment, 15. Mai mai, 16. Up do, 18. Ado, 20. Nodded off, 21. Drama, 22. Cromwell. 
Down: 1. Tamed, 2. Insulin, 3. Knee, 4. Interislander, 5. Trots, 6. Plunket, 7. Envelop, 
12. Kiwiana, 13. Miranda, 14. Explore, 15. Motat, 17. Offal, 19. Beam. 
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Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

advertising Rates

Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 

Display 
Casual $5.40 per col cm 
300cm $4.32 per col cm 
500cm $4.05 per col cm 
1000cm $3.56 per col cm 
2500cm $3.24 per col cm 
5000cm $2.91 per col cm 

Classifieds
Run-ons (16 words) $10.00 
Extra words,  61c each 
Bold Display Classified $4.87 

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

November numeracy challenge 
win for Ohakune

Ohakune Primary School’s 2021 Year 5s 
finished first place in New Zealand and 66th 
in the World (out of over 1600 schools from 57 
different countries) in the November Numeracy 
Challenge. Mathletics - the organisers of the 
challenge – sent them some goodies and a 
certificate each for their accomplishments. 
Photo: Ohakune Primary School.

Ruapehu fire 
restrictions in place 

Fire restrictions are in place for the 
Ruapehu district while other regions are 
urged to take extra care during the dry 
conditions.

The Ruapehu District moved into a 
restricted fire season from 8am on Friday 
28 January.

Fire and Emergency New Zealand’s 
acting Whanganui-Manawatū district 
manager Aaron Summerhays said recent 
rain had not reduced the high fire risk for 
the region.

“A spike in vegetation fires and the 
current climate conditions have driven 
the change in seasons,” Summerhays 

said.
“Fires could start and spread very 

easily if people aren’t careful and fol-
low our safety advice. If you have a fire 
permit, follow the conditions listed on 
your permit.

“If you see signs of smoke dial 111.”
“Everyone planning on lighting fires 

should check the weather conditions. If 
it’s hot and windy, do not light a fire, even 
if you have a permit.”

A restricted fire season means anyone 
planning on lighting an open-air fire will 
need a permit. You can apply for a permit 
at www.checkitsalright.nz.

Why is the Fire Siren 
going off so often?

Readers will have noticed that the local 
volunteer fire brigade sirens have been go-
ing off a lot lately, with Ohakune brigade 
member Allan Murdie explaining that 
January has had what could be a record 
number of calls.

As of noon on Monday 31 January, the 
Brigade had responded to 24 calls made 
up of one petrol spill, 14 vegetation fires, 
four private fire alarms, one motor vehicle 
smash, one truck fire, one smoke reported, 
and two structure fires. 

“Thankfully no serious injuries were re-
corded at any of the calls,” said Mr Murdie. 

He said the brigade is extremely lucky 
at present as they are being joined by five 
new recruits at a time when the number of 
members is at a critical low point. 

“There is still more room for anyone 
wishing to join our ranks, just contact our 
Chief Fire Officer Luigi Hotter in the first 
instance.”

He also reminds the public that, as 
vegetation is extremely dry, the Ruapehu 
District is now in a restricted fire season 
so permit to light is required. http://www.
checkitsalright.nz.

Martin Law, ‘painter of 
paradise’ in Raetihi

Martin Law, “painter of paradise” has a series of 
paintings of Raetihi, Whanganui and other selected 
works on show at the BNZ gallery in Raetihi.

“The wide and open skies in many of the paintings 
is intentional, as we lift our gaze from the street, the 
architecture, to consider the larger contextual views of 
land and sky,” he says in describing his work.

“The love of buildings and structure develops through 
this series of paintings, showing us history, aging, and 

Turn to Page 5
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1.9 hectares
Tender
www.nzr.nz/RX3143330

Tender closing 
11am, Wed 16 February 2022
NZR, 1 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 

Jamie Proude AREINZ

06 385 4466 | 027 448 5162 
jamie@nzr.nz

NZR Central Ltd | Licensed REAA 2008

RARE FIND ON THE BANKS OF THE 
MANGANUI O TE AO
Lot 2 Makakahi Road, Raetihi

Rarely do you get the opportunity to acquire a property as 
truly unique as this 1.9 ha section with its prime river frontage 
as it adjoins the mighty Manganui o te Ao River. The flat to 
undulating section is sheltered yet sunny, situated in the 
Makakahi Valley and could be landscaped to your liking with the 
true river boundary providing excellent trout fishing at your 
doorstep. Two elevated building platforms that command the 
most stunning views over the river with a native tree backdrop.

Next stage for Kindy 
play area

Ohakune Kindergarten’s community gathered 
to celebrate the reopening of its sandpit area 
last Tuesday.

Stage 1 of a redevelopment of parts of the kin-
dergarten happened in 2013 when it was noted 
that they needed to address the sandpit and the 
growing needs of the kindergarten. 

The next stage, completed in 2018, involved 
community fundraising, with Cheal gifting a 
plan for the works to begin. 

Stage 3 has happened with the structural 
groundworks being completed on 2022 by a 
local company and ‘dad to our kindergarten’, 
Under Construction Ltd, explains principal 
Whaea Linda.

“The final stage will be the adding of the 
new learning apparatuses and the planting to 
complete our goal,” said Whaea Linda. 

“We are so grateful to our community for the 
years of dedication to the goal of upgrading the 
sandpit, adding tools for kaiako and tamariki, 
helping us to extend on children’s sensory learn-
ing in an inclusive way.”

The Kindergarten thanks Cheal, WPI, 
Ohakune Engineering, Under Construction 
Ltd, HWM, “and all the business that have do-
nated over the years” as well as past and present 
whanau who have given so much for the future 
of the community kindergarten. 

Children get into the serious play business in the revamped sandpit area at Ohakune 
Kindergarten. Photo: Jude Chevin.

Rodeo cancelled
This year’s Waimarino Rodeo has been can-

celled, the committee has advised.
“After much discussion it is with regret that we 

have decided to cancel our Rodeo this March due to 
the uncertainly of Covid,” says committee member 
Cathy MacLean.

However, they are planning to run a ‘Funday 
Horse Sports’ event on 26 February.

“This is a games day for adults and kids. All sorts 
of horse and pony games will be run,” says Cathy.

They will have children’s events in the morning 
and adults in the afternoon, starting at 10am.

There will be a $20 entry fee, with entries ac-
cepted on the day, with events to include bending, 
barrels, flags and “heaps of others”.

“All games and good times.”

Red light see A&P Show 
cancelled

The Waimarino A&P show has been cancelled 
for 2022, the committee has advised.

The Show has been running since 1911 and has 
only been cancelled four times “so the decision to 
cancel the 2022 show has been a tough one”, says 
committee chair Angela McCoubrie. 

“Our committee weighed up all the information 
at hand and took into consideration the uncertainty 

of  running events with the current Covid protection 
framework (the traffic light system).   

“Our annual A&P show is here to celebrate our 
community, so we will keep planning for a fabulous 
show in 2023. 

“We’d like to thank all our volunteers and spon-
sors who’ve helped us plan thus far.”

RAL cans roadshow
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts has cancelled its planned 

stakeholders’ roadshow, due to the new Covid-19 
Red Traffic Light setting.

“We have decided that in the best interests of 
everyone’s safety, we will postpone the North 
Island-wide Roadshow scheduled for February in 
Wellington, Ohakune, Taupō, Hamilton and Auck-
land,” stated Board chair Geoff Taylor.

“The roadshow was a follow-on from the share-
holder update hosted online in November.”

The November update focussed on RAL’s finan-
cial position and can be viewed on the company’s 
website.

“The roadshow was to also discuss the perfor-
mance and forecast of Sky Waka, the merits of a 
Life Pass issue, and the Tūroa outlook.  

“At this stage, we will continue to monitor the 
situation and it is our hope that we can re-commence 
this roadshow once we have a greater level of cer-
tainty around the Omicron outbreak and the country 
has moved back out of the Red setting. 

“It may be that we have to shift the roadshow to 
an online alternative, but our preference is for it to 
be face-to-face in March/April before our AGM in 
May,” said Mr Taylor.

“To our stakeholders who stood by us over this 
past year, my sincerest thanks on behalf of the 
company, we simply couldn’t have operated the ski 
fields this year without the extraordinary support of 
the Government and our lenders,” said Mr Taylor. 

“We take a great deal of strength from our stake-
holders who make all the difference to RAL, and 
we know that this has not been easy for you – so 
thank you.”

He said that while the 2021 financial result was 
poor, “we have made progress on a number of guest, 
staff, and systems initiatives”. 

“So, despite all the adversity we have faced as a 
company, we are confident that we can return to a 
normal level of profitability in uninterrupted years.”

RAL chief executive Jono Dean said the 2021 
summer started off well, under Covid-19 Alert 
Level 1.

“The general sentiment from the operations and 
the team was that we were achieving some great 
results with the summer Sky Waka visitation. The 
business managed to achieve over 23k visitors 
through this period and of those, over 11k people 
enjoyed the buffet at the Knoll Ridge Chalet,” said 
Mr Dean.

“Considering the turmoil encountered in 2020 

and the broader international borders (beyond Aus-
tralia) that were closed throughout this period, we 
were pleasantly surprised with the attendance and 
support from what was a largely domestic market.”

“In addition to the success of the commercial 
operations throughout summer, our teams on the 
ground also had a successful summer preparing 
our assets for winter and carrying out the necessary 
programmed, remedial and compliance work asso-
ciated with the aging infrastructure at both ski fields. 

“As was highlighted at the AGM in May 2021, 
the company was able to secure an extension to 
our MBIE Loan Facility to support us in funding 
the 2021 Summer Capex Maintenance Programme 
to the value of $5m, which greatly supported this 
programme. 

“This support was critical as we continued to 
work through the wider re-capitalisation work, 
which we have all acknowledged is a significant 
undertaking.”

He said winter 2021 started off looking positive 
for RAL.

“Unfortunately, the snow was a little later than 
we would have liked. However, the snow making 
in critical areas of both fields was up and running 
and laying a base for the progressive opening of the 
key lifts and trails and there was strong sightseeing 
interest in the Sky Waka Gondola.

“The July school holidays on the other hand were 
a frustrating mix for the company as we managed to 
perform well at Whakapapa with the Happy Valley 
Learners Area and sightseeing on the Sky Waka, but 
struggled with inclement weather and poor snow 
quality at Tūroa. 

“In July alone, we received over 1130mm of 
rain, which is the equivalent annual rain fall for 
Auckland. This severely hampered the operability 
of Tūroa in the early stages of the season.”

“The period from late July to early September is 
the prime commercial period of the year and … the 
lockdown severely affected the company’s ability 
to generate revenue and caused a $7m reduction to 
our cash flows. 

“With Auckland restrictions continuing, the 
impact on the company’s revenue was simply ir-
recoverable before the end of the ordinary season.”

RAL qualified for the wage subsidy and also had 
relief from paying the DOC licence fees.

Over 270,000 visitor days were recorded in 2021, 
including 71,000 Sky Waka sightseers, “which has 
certainly been a saviour in recent years”.

what we may overlook in these uncertain times.”
These paintings are part of Law’s major project 

spanning the next three decades. to create a 
significant collection of paintings of Aotearoa 
architecture in its landscape. 

Following his years as an architectural perspective 
artist, he embarked on a journey of creating a 
powerful visual representation of some of New 
Zealand’s most iconic buildings, including villas, 
woolsheds and commercial structures, reflecting our 
unique rural and urban architectural history.

Born in England on a working farm in the 
Cotswolds, Martin grew up with the intricacies 

of agricultural equipment and used machinery as 
subjects of drawing and painting from a young age. 

He studied in London at the Central St Martin’s 
College of Art and Design, completing a Degree 
in Industrial Design in 1990. He developed his 
career in London, Italy and the Middle East and his 
work has been immersed in architectural concept 
design including hand drawn interior and exterior 
perspectives.

Martin moved to New Zealand ten years ago and 
commenced his Painter of Paradise project

Martin currently paints in his studio/gallery 
space in Maungawhau (Mt Eden) and is also 
available for commissions.

Martin Law, ‘painter of paradise’
From Page 4
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Companies made successful 
without advertising...

and flying pigs spotted!
Without advertising nothing much happens. Advertising is a wonderful 
tool. Use the power of advertising in the region’s leading community 

publication and your message will get through!

16B Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8532, Fax 06-385-8622, 
email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

SOLD

Raetihi 13 Plunket Street

For Sale

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

What are you waiting for?

If you're looking for an opportunity to build your

dream home or bach, then this 2,428sqm (more or

less) section is an ideal starter package.

The property is zoned rural and situated just minutes

from the main street of Raetihi. Peaceful surroundings

and the great outdoors on your doorstep are

appealing to anyone wanting to escape the bustle of

city life and start afresh.

Priced to sell immediately this section will not last long

on the market so don't delay, call today.

bayleys.co.nz/2900439

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 9B Park Avenue

3 1

Asking Price $559,000

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Classic alpine escape

Built in the 1980s, this endearing Lockwood designed

chalet has stood the test of time as a functional, low

maintenance ski holiday home. Step into this

wonderful, fully furnished A-frame chalet and you will

be impressed with the warm, inviting timber interior

and tranquil location. A sturdy log burner keeps the

open plan chalet cosy during those winter evenings.

The open concept dining and living area opens out to

a small sunny deck with a spa pool.

Call now

bayleys.co.nz/2900452

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 152a Mangawhero Terrace

4 3 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior) 2pm, Thu 24 Feb 2022

Whanganui War Memorial Centre, 2 Watt Street,

Whanganui

Olivia Stewart 021 148 6044

olivia.stewart@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Sleek, stylish and sophisticated

Are you looking for your dream forever home? Well look no further! Built by Eves Construction in 2017, this

immaculately presented home is truly special, with high quality fittings and innovative design throughout. With four

bedrooms and three-bathrooms this residence presents premium living in the ultimate dress circle location.

Stepping into the foyer, you are greeted by the sophistication that continues throughout the home. Proceeding up

the stairs, you will be enchanted by the open plan kitchen, dining and living anchored by a sleek chef's kitchen with a

stone quartz island, wine/beer fridge and seamless white glossy cabinetry. The entire space flows directly out to a

large private balcony where entertaining is a dream, be it evening dinners or drinks in the sun.

bayleys.co.nz/2900453

Companies made successful 
without advertising...

and flying pigs spotted!
Without advertising nothing much happens. Advertising is a wonderful 
tool. Use the power of advertising in the region’s leading community 

publication and your message will get through!

16B Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8532, Fax 06-385-8622, 
email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Build, Renovate, Decorate

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service
Insulation

0800 327 946

Saving Lives in the Central Plateau in 2021
The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter carried out 535 

missions in 2021, reports the Trust that manages 
the service. 

Over 43% of the missions were to the Central 
Plateau, impacting the lives of 231 patients in the 
region. This included 60 inter-hospital transfers, 79 
medical events, 20 motor vehicle accidents, four 
rescues and 68 farm/rural missions. 

A total of 202 missions were carried out to 
Taupō, Turangi and the surrounding areas, 151 of 
these missions were to Taupō, 35 were to Turangi 
and the remaining were to surrounding areas 
such as Oruanui, Kuratau, Whakapipi River and 
Tokaanu.

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter responded to 
four injured mountain bikers, one who had sus-
tained head and neck injuries in Waihaha, a rural 
community in the Taupō District. The onboard 
crew were also tasked to the Pureora Timber Trail, 
in Ongarue, twice in one day for two mountain 
bikers who had both sustained head injuries whilst 
mountain biking. Another mountain biker who was 
seriously injured on the Wairakei Forest Mountain 
Bike Park was winch rescued by the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter.

“Your rescue crew get patients where they need 
to be to receive the best care for their situation, 
this includes transporting patients from hospital to 
hospital, which is often time-critical,” says media 
liaison Sharni Weir. 

The Helicopter completed six missions in 24 
hours in May, half of which were inter-hospital 
transfers. The Helicopter was first dispatched to 
Taupō Hospital to assist a woman in her 30’s who 
required urgent maternity transport. The woman 
was airlifted to Waikato Hospital for further 
treatment. The next morning the onboard crew 

was tasked to Taupō Hospital for a woman in her 
60’s who had suffered from a cardiac event. The 
onboard crew flew her to Waikato Hospital for 
further treatment. That evening, the helicopter was 
dispatched to Taupō Hospital to transport a man in 
his 60’s who had suffered a cardiac event. He was 
transported to Waikato Hospital.

“You never know when you might need a rescue 
helicopter, especially in remote or rural locations 
hard to reach by road ambulance and in time-
critical situations where every second counts,” 
said Sharni Weir. 

“With a total of 68 farm/rural missions being 
carried out by your Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
to the Central Plateau in 2021, these patients were 
provided with rapid medical care at the scene and 
flown to hospital, so that they could continue to 
receive the best care possible.”

Motor vehicles accidents make up a large por-
tion of missions for the helicopter. With 20 being 
carried out to the Central Plateau in 2021, there was 
a high demand for the Helicopter on the roads the 
past year. The Helicopter responded to two motor 
vehicle accidents in Turangi in one day. Once the 
helicopter was landed at the scene of the first ac-
cident, the patient was treated at the scene before 
being flown to Rotorua Hospital for further treat-
ment. Upon returning to Taupō it was then tasked 
back to Turangi for another motor vehicle accident. 
The patient was flown to Rotorua Hospital. A seri-
ous crash between Taupō and Turangi on Christmas 
Eve led to the Helicopter and Waikato Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter crews working together to 
provide rapid medical care to patients in need. A 
woman in her 30’s was treated and transported 
with serious injuries to Waikato Hospital by the 
Greenlea Rescue Helicopter.

With skiing being a big part of New Zealand’s 
colder months, the Helicopter was able to assist 
patients at Whakapapa, Turoa and Tongaririo Na-
tional Park. The Helicopter responded to a callout 
to Whakapapa Ski field for a patient suffering from 
a medical event. The onboard crew treated the 
patient at the scene before flying them to Taupō 
Hospital for further treatment. The crew also 
assisted a patient who had sustained a fractured 

ankle in Tongariro National Park. A patient who 
had suffered a fall in Turoa was also airlifted by 
the Helicopter to hospital or further care.

“These missions were possible thanks to gener-
ous donations from the public and support from our 
sponsors. Help keep missions like these available 
to the Central Plateau and surrounding regions by 
donating today at rescue.org.nz.”

Raetihi pool delays: complaint goes to Ombudsman
Delays, ‘bureaucratic manoeuvre and abuse of 

process that has stalled any progress’ is affecting 
the project to redevelop the Raetihi pools, says 
Waimarino Waiouru Community Board member, 
John Chapman.

He has laid complaint with the Ombudsman over 
the delays since the town approached Council three 
years ago with plans to have their pool repaired and 
upgraded as part of Council’s township revitalisa-
tion programme.

“There appears to be significant bureaucratic 

manoeuvre and abuse of process to delay or indeed 
thwart the aspirations of the Raetihi community for 
their swimming pool,” claims Chapman. 

“It has been five years since the Forum began 
their community consultation, and three years 
since the Forum submitted to Council on their 
revitalisation proposal for the Raetihi pool.”

He says that in that time there has been “no 
attempt by Council to actually move forward and 
work constructively” with the Raetihi community 
on their aspirations for their pool. 

“What we have seen is a conjoining of the two 
pools, Raetihi and Ohakune and a bias towards 
facilitating the aspirations of Ohakune instead of 
supporting the aspirations of both communities. 

“Council has instead created a competition 
between the towns as to who gets the best pool.”

He claims that RDC “holds Raetihi at arms’ 
length”, while moving forward in support of 
Ohakune Incorporated with their pool project. 

“It seems now Raetihi has to substantiate the 
consultation that underpinned it proposal three 

years after it submitted its proposals to Council 
even though the consultation was undertaken by 
one of Council’s own elected members, Missy 
Biddle, who regularly reported to officers. 

“Sadly, the member is now deceased and it 
will be almost impossible to access any of  her 
documentation, a fact which I’m sure Council is 
aware. Council is also aware of their own much 
more recent consultation around the Raetihi Hub, 
where those consulted made it quite clear the pool  

Turn to Page 12

Visits to the Mt Ruapehu ski fields featured in the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter’s 
2021 missions.
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Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringGas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Ads

Ph 06 385 8532

Rats!
This space could have been yours. 

Call us today to grab it 
for next week.

Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.
FOR
SALE buSInESS nOTICES

PubLIC nOTICES

buSInESS 
nOTICES

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

Military Exercise
The public are advised that members of the 
NZ Defence Force will be conducting an 
exercise in the Rangataua Forest over the 
period 16-19 February 2022.

The public are asked to keep clear of any 
Defence Force personnel in the area over 
this period.

For any inquiries call 09 296 6800 during 
normal working hours.

Advisory Notice

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

RAILWAy MUSEUM & 
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m past 
Railway Station. Sponsored 
by The Ski Shed.

Hey kids 
– need 
extra 
pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu 
Bulletin requires 
Wednesday 
morning deliverers 
in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 
06-385-8532.

RUAPEHU LAW
Mark McGhie has an office at

Raetihi Chambers
Seddon Street

Fridays  9am – 1pm

Phone for appointment 021 2444 291

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

REGISTERED
NURSES

Permanent part-time 
and casual practice 
nurses required. For 
job description and 
application form, go 

to the website 
vacancies page

www.wrhn.org.nz 
or contact:

(06) 348 0109 or
info@wrhn.org.nz

SITuATIOnS
VACAnT

KCT has reviewed their Trust Deed to ensure 
it best serves their beneficiaries, reflects 
changing technology and is understood by 
all.  
  

It’s important that everyone has a chance to 
look at and consider what might be proposed 
as needing to change – the Trust has 
provided many opportunities for feedback 
– including public meetings and online and 
postal submissions.  
 

You can review the Trust Deed changes and 
provide feedback via our website: https://
kcpowertrust.co.nz/trust-deed-review/  or 
alternatively visit the Ruapehu District Library 
in Taumarunui to view. 
  

The deadline has now been extended to 25th 
March 2022 to allow Trustees to consider all 
submissions received.  Please refer to our 
website for up-to-date meeting information.
  

For more information please contact: 
Adie Doyle on 0274953308 or 

adiedoylenz@gmail.com Nau mai e te iwi!

Uenuku Charitable Trust
Annual General 

Meeting 
Saturday 19, February 2022 @ 11am

Uenuku Office, 28 Queen Street, Raetihi
Due to covid restrictions, the AGM will be 
available online via livestream & zoom. 

Links will be emailed. 

Agenda:
1. Mihi whakatau & whakamoemiti
2. Apologies
3. Chairmans Report
4. Trustees Reports
5. Annual Financial Report
6. Update Report: Treaty Negotiations
7. Elect Trustees – open for nomination:
 1x Rangatahi Rep
 1x Uri Rep
 Hapu representatives
8. Consider any resolution of which notice 

has been given in writing, to the Secretary 
at least 14 days before the date of the AGM

9. General Business
10. Whakamoemiti whakamutunga 

Aiden Gilbert
Uenuku Charitable Trust Chair

PO Box 102, Raetihi, 4632
(06) 385 4900  chair@uenuku.iwi.nz

PubLIC nOTICES

MEDITRAIN NZQA
First Aid Courses

Basic First Aid, Re-certification
Workplace First Aid

Covering unit standards 6400-6401-6402
Friday 18 February and
Saturday  19 February

Lions Den, Arawa Street, 8.45am
Phone Sandra Spier 06-388-1109

or 027-688-1109.
Sandra Spier, First Aid Instructor is licensed 
to MediTrain Ltd, registered and accredited 

NZQA provider.

SITuATIOnS VACAnT

Field, Honey 
Production & Plant 

Assistant
We are looking for Field Assistant and Honey 
Production Assistant

On the job training is provided for the right 
candidate. We have several roles available

Looking for a keen, reliable person who 
is eager to learn and able to work as part 
of a small team.  We are a NZ owned and 
operated business.

We can arrange rentable accommodation 
over the duration of the employment period.

Please email your CV to:
rowenalee@tweeddaleshoney.co.nz

Tweeddale’s Honey is working hard to maintain a 
drug and alcohol free workplace. Pre-eployment 

drug testing is mandatory.

100,000 Maori 
can’t get 
booster until 
March

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A Covid-19 Māori health analyst says more than 

106,000 vaccinated Māori are not eligible for a booster 
shot until after 1 March – too late to protect against the 
expected Omicron surge.

Dr Rāwiri Taonui is calling on the government to ur-
gently pull back the waiting period for boosters from four 
months to three. He says otherwise Māori will be danger-
ously exposed to the serious outbreak widely expected by 
the end of February.

Taonui said the age banding for the original vaccination 
rollout favoured Pākehā (an overall older population) and 
pushed Māoridom’s more youthful population to the end 
of the queue.

“Many Māori didn’t become eligible for vaccination 
until September 1. Around that time, there was a 23 percent 
gap between Māori vaccination and the national average,” 
Taonui said.

“Our health providers have done a really amazing job in 
terms of narrowing that gap back to 10 percent and that in-
cluded vaccinating over 106,000 people since 1 November.

“But the inequity rolls on because now those people 
wouldn’t be eligible for a booster until 1 March – and 
that’s going to be too late if Omicron surges as we expect 
it will through February.”

Ministry of Health data shows 571,052 Māori aged 12 
years and over are eligible for vaccination.

Taonui said international evidence showed a third 
booster Pfizer dose increased protection 55-65 percent 
against infection, 70 percent against symptomatic illness 
and 90 percent against hospitalisation, including in older 
populations over 65 years.

But on Sunday’s numbers, the Māori uptake of boosters 
was 18.9 percent of the eligible over-18 years population 
– well behind the national average of 27 percent.

“The government must shorten the qualifying period to 
three months to meet its obligation under Te Tiriti o Wait-
angi to actively protect the lives of Māori,” Taonui said.

He said Britain, Australia and some other countries al-
low a three-month booster waiting period.

“The international reporting is telling us that indigenous 
peoples, for example in Australia, Canada and the United 
States, are being disproportionately inundated with Omi-
cron infections.

“Māori are going to be particularly vulnerable because 
in terms of total vaccinations we’re 10 percent behind the 
national average, we’re about 12 percent behind in terms of 
being fully vaccinated and with the booster rollout we’re 
nearly 10 percent behind the national average there as well.

“This leaves 17.6 percent of Māori aged over 12 years 
unvaccinated and therefore particularly vulnerable to the 
hyper-infectious Omicron variant.”

The low rate of vaccination for Māori children aged 
5-11 years was “very, very serious”, he said.

“The Ministry of Health hasn’t released national figures 
yet but there are progress figures available for different 
DHBs. In Auckland, the Māori rate of tamariki vaccination 
is running at about half that of the rest of the city. That 
is another area where Māori need more support from the 
government.”

Taonui said during the holiday period, active Māori 
cases declined by 70 percent while active Pākehā cases 
increased. That reflected higher vaccination rates and 
was a credit to the vigilance and leadership among Māori 
communities.

Notwithstanding the lower numbers for Māori, the 
country’s relatively good vaccination rates, compared to 
other countries, could slow Omicron down but the traffic 
light system would only go so far with that, he said.

“At the end of the holiday period there was quite a lot 
to celebrate, except now we’re facing Omicron. We’ve 
also had cases become more widespread across 18 of 20 
DHBs now. So the traffic light system actually facilitates 
the more widespread movement of the virus. Omicron is 
going to accelerate and increase quite rapidly, certainly 
before the middle of February.”

Local Democracy Reporting is Public Interest Journal-
ism funded through NZ On Air.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 

of clients and customers for their continued support 

through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 

you something to cheer about as we head towards a 

somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 

team at Bayleys.ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

Jess wins 

in AndorraRural 
Ruapehu 

‘least 
vaccinated 

places’
Iwi collective seeks new approach as it 

chips away at first vaccinations

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter

An iwi collective says it will need to change tack in the second 

half of its 15-week rapid response rollout to lift Māori vaccination 

numbers.
The Ranga Tupua iwi collective has been sending four mobile 

clinics into the least vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South Taranaki, 

Rangitīkei and the Waimarino since early December.

Operation co-lead Elijah Pue says the mobile teams are continu-

ing to see steady numbers of second vaccinations and boosters, but 

first vaccinations are key.

“I would love to see more first-vax numbers – vaccination is our 

best protection,” Pue said.

“In terms of our target and who really needs our attention are those 

ones who haven’t yet been vaccinated. We might be vaccinating 

four or five firsts a day. If you think about that over a week or over 

a month, it turns into big numbers.

“But we’ve got some really important conversations to have to 

understand how we might start to drive home and go really hard 

into those hard-to-reach areas to boost those numbers.”

Pue said Castlecliff, Gonville and some of the rural parts of 

Rangitīkei were areas of concern, but the least vaccinated places 

continued to be Raetihi and the rural areas of the Waimarino, includ-

ing from the back of the Parapara to Karioi, Tangiwai and across 

toward National Park.

He says in Raetihi township about 120 individuals had yet to 

receive their first vaccination. That is 12 percent of the township’s 

population of just over a thousand.

“We are looking at that mesh-block data in terms of street by 

street, and where we might need to be placing our mobile units, and Snow skiing? Or ‘rock dropping’ – Jess Hotter ‘sends it’ off a cliff in her winning run in Andorra in the Freeride 

World Tour on Sunday. See inside for details. Photo: Freeride World Tour.
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Goats race to Tūroa

Maia Flint enjoys the stunning conditions for The Goat trail run on Saturday. The young Tauranga runner 

was the fastest female home. See inside for details. Photo: www.photos4sale.co.nz.

‘Tramping 

on wheels’ 

a growing 

Ruapehu 

attraction
Ruapehu has two of the best cycle 

trails in New Zealand’s Great Rides 

network, says Lynley Twyman, ‘trail 

champion’ for both the Mountains to 

Sea Ngā Ara Tūhono Cycleway and 

The Timber Trail.

She was introduced to the Ruapehu 

District Council at their last meeting, 

where she briefed councillors on the 

performance of the trails to date.

“The Mountains to Sea trail is the 

most diverse ride in the country, and 

the Timber Trail (through the Pureora 

Forest) is arguably the best 2-day ride 

in New Zealand,” she told councillors.

The growth is contributing to the 

local economy year-round and is 

increasing.
Estimates put the Timber Trail’s 

economic benefit to Ruapehu and 

neighbouring Waitomo at $7.6 mil-

lion last year.

The Ohakune Old Coach Road – 

part of the Mountains to Sea – saw 

19,000 trips, with 59,000 trips on the 

M2Sea trail overall.

And demand is increasing on the 

Mangapurura section of the trail.

She said there are benefits all round 

from this ‘tramping on wheels’, not 

just economic – including social 

connections, increased environmental 

awareness and action (such as access-

ing pest trap lines for volunteers).

“It’s taking people back to nature.”

She said the Mountains to Sea trail 

has overall been the “poor cousin” in 

the Great Rides network for a number 

of reasons, but this is improving.

In recent months, as well as main-

tenance work, new signage has been 

installed for safety and riders’ enjoy-

ment, and a safer crossing installed 

at Horopito.
“The trail is now at a standard that 

we can promote it.

“The Mangapurua is a much safer 

ride, with DOC’s support.”

Maintenance is also improved on 

the Timber Trail with a new contrac-

tor signed up.

She said they use local staff for 

emergency works, which is helpful 

as a call such as for a tree fallen 

across the track “always happens on 

a Friday”.
The next stage – Te Ara Man-

gawhero – is due to start this summer, 

with the lower sections starting first.

“It’s going to add huge value to 

the trail.
“It’s not a downhill bombing trail 

(as some people have feared) – it will 

be getting people out into the ecology.

“We’re really quite excited for the 

area.”
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Got my bike – ‘where are we going?’

Shearing famous 

five set new 

world record
Five King Country shearers have “blown 

all our expectations out of the water” 

when they established a five-stands World 

strong wool lamb shearing record of 3740 

in nine hours.

The words came from Te Kuiti gun 

Jack Fagan, who topped the day’s tallies 

with 811 – the “fastest Fagan on earth”, 

according to dad Sir David Fagan, who 29 

years ago to the day shore 810 to set a solo 

record in Southland.

Also along to watch was uncle John 

Fagan, who shore 804 in the early 1980s, 

and among the crew for the day was cousin 

James Fagan, who shore 740 in a still-intact 

four-stand record in 2007.

Shearing at Atihau-Whanganui Incor-

poration’s Te Pa Station on the Parapara 

on Wednesday 22 December, all five in 

the latest record hammered their previous 

best – the 29-year-old Jack Fagan’s ef-

fort being complemented by 18-year-old 

Taihape shearer Reuben Alabaster’s 774,  

Welsh shearers Delwyn Jones and Llion 

Jones, with 729 and 725 respectively, and 

“amazed-to-even-be-here” Kelly Brill, 

with 701.

Delwyn Jones, who shore a three-stand 

record in 2017, is from Corwen and Llion 

Jones from Llanwrst, maybe distant cous-

ins from way-back but both now settled in 

New Zealand.

Llion Jones’ wife Grace was his rousie, 

Loretta Brill likewise for son Kelly, and 

Alabaster having sister Lilly as his rousie 

and dad and shearer Riki in his pen. Del-

wyn Jones’s rousie was 2020-2021 No 

1-ranked Junior competition woolhandler 

Rahera Kerr, while Kelly Perawiti was 

rousie for Jack Fagan.

There was no previous record for the 

9hrs 5-stands strongwool lambs classifica-

tion, but watched by seven World Sheep 

Shearing Records Society judges – one 

via AVL from his home in Wales - the 

shearers showed they meant big business 

from the start.

Starting at 5am, they shore 810 in the 

first two hours to breakfast, and separated 

by morning and afternoon tea breaks and 

lunch they then shore successive 1hr 45min 

runs of 724, 737, 730 and 739 to the fin-

ish at 5pm.

Record-setting shearers (from left) Delwyn Jones, Jack Fagan, Llion 

Jones, Kelly Brill and Reuben Alabaster. Photo / SSNZ

Turn to Page 2

Kobe Learmonth from National Park School gets air on one of the many mountain bike rides 

the school took on in Term 4 of 2021. The school took the classroom outside on wheels, for fun 

and physics – as well as several other learning disciplines. See inside for more. Photo: NPS.

Anti-vax 

flak for 

clinic
P2

Quake 

cluster 

under 
Ruapehu

P3

River 
safety 

monitors

P4

Putting 

on the 

pressue 

on pines

P5

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  22 December 2021 • 1

22 December 2021

Vol 37, No 1894

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Merry 

Christmas 

from the 

Bulletin!
Our next paper is on 

19 January 2022

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. 06 385 0170

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 

of clients and customers for their continued support 

through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 

you something to cheer about as we head towards a 

somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 

team at Bayleys.ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Ruapehu tackles 

‘huge’ level of 

gambling harm

World record shearing 

attempt at Te Pa

By Moana Ellis, 

local DEMocracy rEportEr

Ruapehu District Council is proposing 

a sinking lid policy for pokie machines 

and venues.
If adopted, the policy will block new 

pokie machines and venues in the district 

and prevent the transfer of existing ma-

chines and licences to new operators or 

locations.
The policy proposal aims to permanently 

reduce the number of gambling machines 

and venues in the district over time.

The council says the negative social 

impacts of pokie machines outweigh any 

positive contribution they make to life in 

Ruapehu.
According to research, there are between 

28 and 168 problem gamblers in the Rua-

pehu District, the council said. That num-

ber does not include family and household 

members affected by the gambling.

Waimarino-Waioūru ward councillor 

Elijah Pue said he knows anecdotally that 

pokies addiction is prevalent in the district 

and is especially high among Māori and 

Pasifika.
Huge harm

“There is an understanding in our com-

munity of the level of gambling harm and 

it’s huge in Ruapehu.

“More importantly, the amount of sup-

port available in the Ruapehu District for 

those with gambling addictions is practi-

cally zilch. That, in itself, is an indicator to 

me that we need to do what we can to re-

duce the access to gambling for our people 

and for our most vulnerable, and that’s the 

whole idea around the sinking lid.”

Pue said he was aware of community 

concerns that the policy would cut the 

amount of funding available to community 

and sports groups from gaming machine 

proceeds, but he said the impact would be 

much less than expected.

In any case, the council considers the 

current system of funding from gaming 

machines to community and local sports 

groups to be “uncertain, unsustainable and 

unethical”.
“A number of important community 

social services and sporting groups rely 

on community funding and know that in 

doing so, the money is often coming from 

the very communities they are trying to 

support,” the council said in supporting 

information.

Community funds cuts

But the sinking lid policy would not re-

sult in immediate or drastic cuts in funding 

for community groups, the council said. 

It was a long-term strategy to balance the 

reduction of pokies and pokie-related harm 

with funding benefit to the community.

A social impact assessment for the 

district found that people living in high-

deprivation areas are at high risk of experi-

encing harm caused by problem gambling. 

The council said introducing stricter levers 

in its gambling policies would result in a 

natural reduction in the number of ma-

chines over time but, because the decline 

occurs slowly, would not affect existing 

venues or current community grant funding 

in the short term.

“Sinking lids are policies of attrition,” 

the council said. 

“Venues are not forced to close or re-

A world shearing record attempt will go ahead at Te Pa Station, south of Raetihi, on Wednesday 

– without the traditional packed-woolshed crowd to carry the five hopefuls through their last 

few hours. Pictured are the Fagan Shearing record-bid team from left Delwyn Jones, Llion 

Jones, Jack Fagan, Reuben Alabaster and Kelly Brill. Photo Supplied. See inside for details.
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Petition calls for saving rail service
A petition has been organised to try to save pas-

senger train services on the Main Trunk Line which 
passes through the Ruapehu District.

“Our passenger rail network is under threat. 
KiwiRail announced in December that they will 
cease same day passenger services between Auck-
land/Wellington and Picton/Christchurch,” writes 
Patrick Rooney, from Save Our Trains.

The services will be replaced by multi-day rail 
cruises. 

“This is the first time in more than 100 years 
that these trains have not carried scheduled 
passengers.”

The group says they are a non-partisan group 
of concerned citizens who “believe in clean, safe, 
and accessible public transport”. 

“The first step is to save what we have. We also 
need to develop future passenger rail services 
around concerns for climate action, accessibility, 
and regional economic development.

“This includes restoring passenger services to 
towns  like Ohakune.”

The petition is at https://our.actionstation.org.
nz/p/saveourtrains

More about the campaign is at https://www.
allrailways.co.nz/.
Several groups

The Rail and Maritime Transport Union 
(RMTU) and a number of other public transport 
user groups are calling on the Government and 
KiwiRail to return the cancelled scenic trains to 
the rails as part of New Zealand’s climate change 
response and as a low-emissions option.

KiwiRail announced it has paused the operation 
of its Northern Explorer (Auckland–Wellington) 
services, with plans to restart the services in 2022 
as multi-day experiences – taking away the previ-
ously offered one-day trip to Wellington by train. 
While the services are mainly used by tourists, a 
number of Kiwis use them as an environmentally 
friendly way to travel the country.

The decision has riled up a number of transport 
and train groups, which say if services are not 
provided, then passenger rail will not re-establish 
itself as a travel option for New Zealanders or 
future international visitors, said RMTU general 
secretary Wayne Butson.

Public Transport Users Association coordinator 
Jon Reeves says the services have been in place 
for 112 years, and are needed now more than ever. 
And the Campaign for Better Transport (CBT) 
group said the absence of a passenger rail service 
is especially noticeable during holiday times such 
as the Christmas/New Year period, when holiday-
makers wanting to get around the country need to 
endure hours stuck in holiday traffic.

These groups acknowledge KiwiRail’s plan to 
offer multi-day experiences, but say services like 
those should be used to complement regular pas-
senger service and not act as a substitute.
Ruapehu leading

Ruapehu’s mayor Don Cameron is leading a 
group of councils that want a passenger rail service 
between Auckland and Wellington.

The service would cost about $1 billion to set 
up. It would need to be heavily subsidised and it 
could eventually run twice or three times a day.

A 30-page feasibility study by a project man-
agement consultant went to Transport Minister 
Michael Wood before Christmas, Cameron said.

The next stage will be a business case.
Getting the service going could take years, but 

Cameron said climate change and the need to curb 
emissions from transport make this a good time 
to get started.

Ruapehu’s Horizons councillor Weston Kirton 
believes the Northern Explorer should be reinstated 
as a dual purpose tourist and passenger train, with 
stops at more stations.

But Cameron said a whole new service would 
be needed for passengers. And KiwiRail corporate 
affairs manager Usman Pervais said passenger and 

tourist trains are completely different.
Tourist trains move slowly and don’t 

stop much. They are not subsidised 
by government and ticket sales have 
to cover their costs. KiwiRail’s three 
tourist trains have made a loss of al-
most $10 million in 2021, a KiwiRail 
statement says.

Passenger trains have to move fast 
and stop a lot. They are never profitable 
and even city commuter services have 
to be subsidised.

The Ruapehu mayor said the service 
would cost about $1b to set up, and 
would need to be heavily subsidised to 
keep fares affordable and pull in users 
- especially at the beginning.

It would have free Wi-Fi, good food 
and windows for enjoying scenery, 
Cameron said.

It would need more rail built for 
parking loops, and councils would 
need to refurbish unused stations 
and provide transport into town. If 
the remainder of the North Island’s 
main trunk line is not electrified the 
service would need tri-modal engines 
that work on different voltages or use 
generators.

Another reason for getting started 
now, Cameron said, is that the Wair-
arapa and Capital Connection services 
needed an upgrade.

A revamped passenger train crossing 
the North Island has been talked of 
with Horizons Regional Council, Waka 
Kotahi and KiwiRail for two years.

Cameron gathered all the councils 
along the North Island main trunk line in a zoom 
meeting in October 2020, and they said they 
wanted to go further.

Each contributed $2000 for a feasibility study 
produced by Arnaud Deutsch of RPS, a project 
management consultancy.

Don Cameron.

was one of the town’s taonga.
“Hopefully an Ombudsman’s complaint 

will bring about a more equitable focus, 
and encourage Council to work construc-
tively with both communities in realising 
their ambition for improved swimming 
and aquatic facilities in their respective 
townships.”
‘Completely incorrect’

The Ruapehu District Council says 
Chapman’s complaint is “disappointing” 
and his claim that RDC favours Ohakune 
is “completely incorrect”.

“Council have commissioned an inde-
pendent report from Recreational Leisure 
Consultancy (RLC) who specialise in 
assessments of sporting and community 
facilities to undertake a detailed analysis 
of the Raetihi pool,” states Pauline Welch, 
executive manager community and eco-
nomic development.

She said the comprehensive report will 
look at the current state of the pool, capital 
works requirements, potential opportuni-
ties for development and the associated 
costs including on-going operational costs.

“Council understands the importance of 

the Raetihi pool to the local community and 
their aspirations for it.

“The RSL report will confirm what is 
possible and help ensure any future devel-
opments are a success and contribute to the 
long term well-being of the community. 

“It is disappointing that Mr Chapman 
has decided to lay a complaint with the 
Ombudsman, which misrepresents the 
process we are undertaking.

“Any suggestion that Council is favour-
ing Ohakune over Raetihi are incompletely 
incorrect.

“We are supporting both Ohakune and 
Raetihi equally to deliver on their aspira-
tions for their pools. 

“There is clearly a place for both pool 
aspirations which would provide both com-
munities different recreational and swim-
ming opportunities within close proximity 
of each other.”

She said an update will be provided on 
the RLC report to the WWCB at its meeting 
on Thursday this week.

The community is able to attend or 
follow via the live stream on Council’s 
Facebook page.

Raetihi pool delays: 
complaint goes to 
Ombudsman
From Page 8

Power trustees
Nominations for the King Country Trust Election of Trustees closed at 4pm on Friday 

14 January 2022 for the election of two trustees to the King Country Trust (formerly 
the King Country Electric Power Trust).

Those nominated are: Robert Carter and Sandra Greenslade.
As there were only two candidates for two vacancies, the pair was declared duly 

elected to the King Country Trust.

Deadline for all advertising bookings 
and copy is

5pm Fridays!


