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At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 
of clients and customers for their continued support 
through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 
you something to cheer about as we head towards a 
somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 
team at Bayleys.

ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Goats race to Tūroa

Maia Flint enjoys the stunning conditions for The Goat trail run on Saturday. The young Tauranga runner 
was the fastest female home. See inside for details. Photo: www.photos4sale.co.nz.

‘Tramping 
on wheels’ 
a growing 
Ruapehu 
attraction

Ruapehu has two of the best cycle 
trails in New Zealand’s Great Rides 
network, says Lynley Twyman, ‘trail 
champion’ for both the Mountains to 
Sea Ngā Ara Tūhono Cycleway and 
The Timber Trail.

She was introduced to the Ruapehu 
District Council at their last meeting, 
where she briefed councillors on the 
performance of the trails to date.

“The Mountains to Sea trail is the 
most diverse ride in the country, and 
the Timber Trail (through the Pureora 
Forest) is arguably the best 2-day ride 
in New Zealand,” she told councillors.

The growth is contributing to the 
local economy year-round and is 
increasing.

Estimates put the Timber Trail’s 
economic benefit to Ruapehu and 
neighbouring Waitomo at $7.6 mil-
lion last year.

The Ohakune Old Coach Road – 
part of the Mountains to Sea – saw 
19,000 trips, with 59,000 trips on the 
M2Sea trail overall.

And demand is increasing on the 
Mangapurura section of the trail.

She said there are benefits all round 
from this ‘tramping on wheels’, not 
just economic – including social 
connections, increased environmental 
awareness and action (such as access-

ing pest trap lines for volunteers).
“It’s taking people back to nature.”
She said the Mountains to Sea trail 

has overall been the “poor cousin” in 
the Great Rides network for a number 
of reasons, but this is improving.

In recent months, as well as main-
tenance work, new signage has been 
installed for safety and riders’ enjoy-
ment, and a safer crossing installed 
at Horopito.

“The trail is now at a standard that 
we can promote it.

“The Mangapurua is a much safer 
ride, with DOC’s support.”

Maintenance is also improved on 
the Timber Trail with a new contrac-
tor signed up.

She said they use local staff for 
emergency works, which is helpful 
as a call such as for a tree fallen 
across the track “always happens on 
a Friday”.

The next stage – Te Ara Man-
gawhero – is due to start this summer, 
with the lower sections starting first.

“It’s going to add huge value to 
the trail.

“It’s not a downhill bombing trail 
(as some people have feared) – it will 
be getting people out into the ecology.

“We’re really quite excited for the 
area.”
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days 
a week. Closed 23 December reopening 27 December. See you 
at The Keg.

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

UTOPIA CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

What’s on 
round Ruapehu
Waimarino Wild Food Festival 19 February
Tussock Traverse / Ring of Fire 12 March
Waimarino Rodeo 18-20 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

He said it was a reason-
ably warm day with light 
variable winds.

Although it was hot in 
the valleys, it was man-
ageable and there were no 
issues for runners.

He said people were well 
prepared and hydrated and 
there were only a few mi-
nor injuries including one 
runner who fell and broke 
some ribs so had to be 
choppered out midway 
through the course.

The course was in excel-
lent condition with no wet, 
muddy sections.

Cameron said they were 
happy that they “snuck 
in” the event before the 
Red Light Covid-19 level 
kicked in. They ran the 
event with all the appropri-
ate Covid-19 protocols, in-
cluding My Vaccine Passes 
for competitors.

They changed the finish 
to the course, to improve 
safety, with runners taken 
along the eastern side of 
the Tūroa carpark, up the 
steps and into the plaza for 

Goats race round Ruapehu to Tūroa

the finish line.
Fastest male in the event 

was Ryan Carr, a shep-
herd from Queenstown. He 
was second in last year’s 
event and has won it in the 
past, but on the alternative 
course.

He finished in 2 hours 
2 minutes and 18 seconds.

Fastest female home was 
18-year-old Maia Flint, 
who is a past winner of the 
Kamai Goat event.

Second male was Calum 
Sutherland, also the U23 
winner in 02:09:16; 3rd was 
Tommy Hayes in 02:11:43. 
Chris Morrissey was fastest 
Masters Goat Men (40-
49)  in 2:5:31. Hannah 
Lund was first Open Goat 
Women (23-39) in 2:39:36. 
Garth Dawson was fastest 
‘Even Older Goat Men’ 
(50-59) in 2:53:47. Tania 
McWilliams was 1st Mas-
ters Goat Women (40-49) 
in 2:55:13. Rachel Cashin 
was fastest ‘Even Older 
Women’ (50-59) in 3:15:00. 
She also wins the Hamish 
Harland Memorial Trophy 
for the fastest local. Mark 
Eustace was first Goat Leg-
ends Men (60+) in 3:17:10. 
Sally Wood was first Goat 
Legends Women (60+) in 
3:33:16.

Around 560 ‘goats’ ran from Whakapapa to Tūroa on 
the Round the Mountain Track on Saturday, taking part in 
the first event since organisers changed it from December 
to a January date.

One of the organisers, Jason Cameron, said the date 
change was to provide a better chance for good weather 
and that it paid off.

“The weather was kind – the most stunning conditions 
we’ve had for a good 10 years.”

Fastest male ‘goat’ on Saturday, Ryan Carr. Photo: www.photos4sale.co.nz.

Ryan Carr receives his ‘Goat’ trophy. Photo: Layla Robinson.
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FACTORY 
PRICES

sprayequip.co.nz • 06 281 4793   

SEAFLO SPRAYER 60L
• 60L tank with 280mm lid
• 7.6Lpm 12V spray pump 60 psi
• 6m of 10mm spray hose
• Fully assembled and tested in our factory.

$325 +GST

 300L TRAILER 
SPRAYER & BOOM
• Genuine GX200  

Honda Engine
• 6m folding boom
• Heavy Duty NZ  

Manufactured frame
• 30m Hose reel with Hose
• Braglia Spot 300 Spray Gun  

or K7 Pistol Spray Gun
• Pre-assembled, tested and ready for use
• 300 L Tough HDPE UV Rated Tank
• Italian manufactured quality Kappa 33 Udor pump – 33 

$5,900 +GST

Longboarders ride the Ohakune Mountain Road

New share ownership 
model needed to 
‘combat Atihau 
fragmentation’ 

Riding down the Ohakune Moun-
tain Road at speeds of around 
100km/h on skateboards was 

a “calming” thing to do, according to a 
group of longboard riders who took on the 
challenge in December.

Zain Solanki and friends filmed each 
other on the road, although as well as 
“calming”, he said the grit-covered road 
was one of the scariest downhill rides 
he’s done.

The 23-year-old has been riding since 
age 12 and says the chip-sealed road may 
not make for the smoothest ride, but that 
it was better for safety.

“It keeps riders on their toes. You don’t 
want to be nervous when you do it, but you 
want to be prepared for what you’re doing 
and what’s ahead of you.”

Riders ‘drift’ around corners by drag-
ging their hand along the road and edging 
the board sideways. Speeds can drop from 
80kmh to 30kmh in 30 metres.

The crew said they wear motorcycle-
style safety gear, in case of a fall.

He says you have to be calm – if you’re 
not your legs seize up and you get the 
speed wobbles.

They drove the road first for preparation 
and they have spotters checking for traf-
fic and also have a following car. A lead 
car alerts the skaters to oncoming traffic 
through helmet radios.

“Our first ride is always tame and we 
build up the speed from here.”

He warns others not to take on the ride 
without the right gear, a team of spotters 
and years of experience.

“Do it with a group of people who know 
what they’re doing.”

Police said skateboards are classified 
by NZTA as wheeled recreational vehicles 
and are allowed on the road but must keep 
as close as possible to the edge of the 
roadway.

After their final ride and lunch at 
Ohakune, they drove around to Whakapapa 
to take on the Bruce Road, which has been 
the choice for organised skating events in 
the past.

ABOVE: riding the 1000 vertical metres of the Ohakune Mountain Road. BELOW: From left, Arlo 
King, Zain Solanki, AJ Cox and Reid Douglas who took on the mountain road in December. Photo: 
Matt Greene.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporter

The outgoing Ātihau-Whanganui In-
corporation chair says one of the biggest 
challenges facing the Māori farming 
organisation is the ongoing fragmentation 
of shares.

Mavis Mullins says the whānau of more 
than 9000 shareholders and descendants is 
continuing to expand as individual families 
grow, and many shareholdings are being 
broken into increasingly smaller fragments.

She says continued fragmentation will 
affect decision-making, identity, connec-
tion and the wellbeing of shareholder 
whānau.

“I hope we never end up at a place 
where everyone owns a little bit of nothing 
because of that fragmentation and the dis-
connection of our whānau,” Mullins said.

“Increasingly they don’t know home and 
so they read the stories but it’s different to 
read it, to walk it and feel it.

“These are some of the bigger challenges 
for me. How do we keep our people close? 
How do we get them to feel like we do, 
increasingly passionate and protective of 
what we have?”

Mullins said existing tools to prevent 
fragmentation, such as whānau trusts, 
were not a sustainable solution because 
as individual families grow, their whānau 
trust membership also expands.

The problem would just be passed to 
future generations unless the issue is ad-
dressed now.

“It’s going to take some strong leader-

ship, some very smart thinking, and then I 
guess it’s whether or not whānau are going 
to be brave enough. Is this about sharehold-
ing or is this about whakapapa?

“What we have is only half working. 
We do need a new model – something 
that is going to continue to hold fast to the 
kaupapa that is our legacy but that has that 
kind of flex to encompass who we are and 
what we are.”

Ātihau-Whanganui, which owns 42,000 
hectares of farmland from Ohakune to 
Whanganui and is one of Aotearoa’s larg-
est farmers, has tested new ideas around 
benefit distribution, which focus not only 
on dividends but also charitable support, 
Mullins said.

In the last financial year its chari-
table arm distributed more than $364,000 
through 549 grants to advance the educa-
tion, cultural aspirations, health and well-
being of shareholders and descendants – an 
increase of 120 grants and $78,000 on the 
previous year.

“Even if you are the tiniest of sharehold-
ers, you’re not excluded from benefit,” 
Mullins said.

“I think it’s fantastic and when we see 
what’s coming out the other end, in terms 
of outcomes for our grant and scholarship 
recipients, our marae, our kaumātua, it’s 
heart stuff. It’s about strengthening and 
supporting our cultural footprint.”

Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation farms 
70,000 sheep, 4000 beef cows, 700 dairy 
cows and 3000 beehives on its whānau 
farms.

Mullins announced just before this 
month’s annual general meeting that she 
would step down as chair at the new 
board’s first meeting. She has been an 
elected board member for about 16 years, 
eight of them as chair. She will see out her 
term as a board member for the next year.

At the AGM, Keria Ponga and Te Tiwha 
Puketapu vacated their seats on the board 
due to rotation but were re-elected. Other 
board members are Che Wilson, Whata-
rangi Murphy-Peehi, Rāwiri Tinirau and 
Shar Amner, with independent members 
Joe Hanita and David Nelson.Retiring Atihau chair Mavis Mullins.



4  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  26 January 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10 11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20

21

22

1865

©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
1. 1980s economic plan that resulted in 
the expansion of Marsden Point and the 
Glenbrook steel plant  (5,3)
7. Sign up (5)
8. Home of the Golden Shears since 
1961 (9)
9. Number of guitars in popular song (3)
10. Uninteresting (4)
11. Party which first entered parliament in 
1996 (6)
13. Embarrassing occasion, captured on 
film (colloq) (7,6)
15. Duck shooter’s shelter (3,3)
16. Special occasion hairstyle (2,2)
18. Fuss (3)
20. Fell asleep (6,3)
21. Emotional series of events (5)
22. Central Otago town (8)

Down
1. Domesticated (5)
2. Pancreatic hormone that processes 
glucose (7)
3. Leg joint (4)
4. Cook Strait ferry service (13)
5. Harness racing (colloq) (5)
6. Kiwi organisation supporting young 
families (7)
7. Wrap around (7)
12. Otorohanga, self-proclaimed home of 
____ (7)
13. Bird-watching area on Firth of 
Thames (7)
14. Have a look around (7)
15. Auckland museum (abbr) (5)
17. Animal organs used as food (5)
19. Smile radiantly (4)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Mabel Howard, 8. Half pie, 9. Sushi, 10. Kiss, 11. Gumboot, 12. Tee, 13. 
Kiwi, 15. Leek, 17. Eve, 19. Mansion, 20. Waka, 23. Lingo, 24. Insipid, 25. Springfield. 
Down: 1. Mohaka, 2. Bulls, 3. Lope, 4. On edge, 5. Assemble, 6. Disrobe, 7. Waiata, 
12. Tiki tour, 14. Innings, 16. Smelly, 17. Ensign, 18. Candid, 21. Ample, 22. As if. 

THE         CROSSWORD

Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday
ALL RATES PLUS GST

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep: Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

Advertising Rates

Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 

Display 
Casual $5.40 per col cm 
300cm $4.32 per col cm 
500cm $4.05 per col cm 
1000cm $3.56 per col cm 
2500cm $3.24 per col cm 
5000cm $2.91 per col cm 
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Extra words,  61c each 
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Iwi group chipping away at critical first vaccinations
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 

Reporter
Māori health providers are report-

ing low daily numbers of critical 
first vaccinations as they work to 
boost protection for Māori against 
Covid-19.

Iwi collective Te Ranga Tupua has 
four mobile teams working to lift Māori vaccination rates in Whanganui, South Taranaki, 
Rangitīkei and the Waimarino. It says the teams are chipping away slowly but steadily 
at high numbers of unvaccinated Māori.

As at Wednesday last week, Raetihi still had one of the lowest vaccination rates of any 
population cell, at just 74%. There were only 12 out of the more than 2000 population 
cells that had a lower vaccination rate.

Nearby Ohakune had 89% double vaxed, while Waiouru had 89%. National Park 
had 89%.

Te Ranga Tupua rapid response co-lead Elijah Pue says each of the four teams is vac-
cinating around 40 people a day.

“Probably in the last month we’ve administered 1500 vaccinations across four teams, 
two teams in Whanganui, one in Rangitīkei and one in the Waimarino. The majority of 
those have been boosters and seconds. We are seeing a reduction in firsts. For example, 
in Raetihi we’re probably vaccinating circa 40 people a day and we might be getting 
three or four first vaccinations.”

In the Whanganui District Health Board area, 85% of Māori have had one dose of the 
vaccine but fewer than 700 first jabs will take the number to 90%. Just over 1400 shots 
are needed to reach 90% fully vaccinated. The figures do not include tamariki aged 5 to 
11, who became eligible on Monday for vaccination.

“Some people have been saying those who wanted to get vaccinated will have been 
vaccinated by now, but we’re continuing to have a presence in those areas which still 
have low vaccination numbers,” Pue said.

The Ministry of Health says more than 14,000 vaccinations were delivered to under 
12s nationwide on Monday, and in the Whanganui DHB area more than half of nearly 
23,000 people eligible for a booster have received their booster shot.

One of the Ranga Tupua iwi collective’s mobile clinics at Kai Iwi, a rural community west of 
Whanganui, on Saturday. Photo/Moana Ellis

Wind stirs up 
old forestry 
slash fires

Burn-off fires near Tangwai from early December 
were fanned into action again earlier this week as easterly 
winds and hot dry conditions prevailed.

Firefighters spent the weekend battling two vegetation 
fires near State Highway 49 and Tangiwai.

Both originated from forestry prunings burn-offs, 
senior Ohakune volunteer firefighter Marty Webb said.

“With the weather and wind that we have had, and the 
heat, those fires have never gone out.”

The fires would have been sheltered from the pre-
dominant northwest wind, but a breeze from the east 
on Saturday made them flare up. Both were fought by 
Waiouru fire crews.

The fire danger is at high in the Ruapehu region, Fire 
and Emergency NZ group manager Renee Potae said. 
She expects the open fire season to move to restricted 
soon.

“We have had a lot of rain before Christmas, which 
created a good grass growth. Hot dry windy weather 
dries that out really quickly. Dry grass is fine fuel.”

She asked people who are considering lighting out-
door fires to go to the checkitsalright.nz website first. 
Fire restrictions are regularly updated there, and the site 
gives tips and advice for safe fire lighting.
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough drinking water from personal water wells before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fill up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

Why is the power going off?
Transpower, the owner and operator of the National Grid, and Powerco who connect homes and businesses 
in this region are undertaking essential maintenance work at the Mataroa substation and its connecting lines. 
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the substation is in service.
Transpower and Powerco would like to advise residents and businesses in and around Taihape, Waiouru and 
surrounding areas that a power outage is required on:

Sunday 20 February 2022, 
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse 
weather. Our alternative outage date is Sunday 27 February.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there 
is never an ideal time for consumers to be without 
electricity and we apologise for any inconvenience this 
power outage may cause. Transpower and Powerco 
have worked to find a time that is least inconvenient.
For further information, please contact 
communications@transpower.co.nz or phone  
04 590 7000. For information on whether your 
property is affected, please call your retailer with 
your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR  
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU  

AND SURROUNDING AREAS  
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2022, 9:00am – 4:00pm
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Rangiwaea

Kakatahi
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Tongariro 
National Park

PLEASE NOTE; illustrative area only.
You will be notified by your retailer if your power is affected.

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our alternative outage date is Sunday 27 February.

River tribes draw global focus to indigenous knowledge
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A Māori development leader says the Whan-

ganui River tribes have helped bring attention to 
global perspectives on indigenous knowledge, 
collaboration and trade.

Te Puni Kōkiri regional director for Te Tai 
Hauāuru, Jessica Smith, was in the United Arab 
Emirates at the end of 2021 to support the visit 
of Foreign Affairs Minister Nanaia Mahuta for 
bilateral talks and the indigenous and tribal ideas 
symposium Te Aratini.

She said New Zealand was able to bring Te 
Aratini delegates to meetings with Emirati gov-
ernment agencies, including Ātihau-Whanganui 
Incorporation’s Mavis Mullins.

“We were fortunate that we had so many pro-
gressive Māori businesses, entrepreneurs, leaders 
in attendance.

“From a government perspective when we were 

having our government-to-government discussions 
we were able to reach into the experience of those 
delegates, like Mavis [Mullins}, and get them to 
attend some of our government-to-government 
meetings.”

Emirati government leadership welcomed 
thought leaders from Māori communities to the 
table, Smith said.

“It made the meetings a far richer experience. 
The Emiratis have a Ministry for Possibilities, a 
Ministry of Culture and Youth, and a Knowledge 
and Human Development authority – that says 

something about where their thinking is at.”
Smith said the story of the fight for legal recogni-

tion of Whanganui River rights has been central to 
exposing indigenous approaches and perspectives 
at Expo 2020 Dubai. Te Awa Tupua legislation is 
the theme of the Aotearoa New Zealand pavilion 
experience at the world expo and was highlighted 
at Te Aratini in a presentation by Ngā Tāngata Tiaki 
o Whanganui chair Sheena Maru.

“Te Aratini, which was the first indigenous 
symposium ever held at a world expo, not only 
has benefit for Te Awa Tupua, for Whanganui, 
but for all indigenous people across the world. 
We’re a part of a world first, created for indigenous 
knowledge,” Smith said.

“It also shows how innovative we are as a 
people, as Whanganui, as Te Awa Tupua. We’ve 
created something unique, a never-before piece 
of legislation, and this is just one of the many 

manifestations of our ability to be innovative.”
Smith said the impetus for events in Dubai is 

trade, but for Māori the world expo and indigenous 
symposium were more importantly an opportunity 
to build relationships and understand shared value 
systems.

“Indigenous dialogue is not really interested 
in transactional relationship but in understand-
ing that shared value system so that as we look 
at opportunities, it’s based on an equal space of 
moving forward, of mutual benefit, and there’s 
that reciprocity and value system in place to build 
a strong foundation for a good relationship.

“The expo is just one of the many international 
platforms where we’re able to create space for 
indigenous dialogue and show examples of ex-
cellence to support indigenous people across the 
global community.”

Expo 2020 Dubai runs until March.

Te Puni Kōkiri regional director for Te Tai Hauāuru, Jessica Smith (far left), and New Zealand 
representatives meet with senior officials of Dubai government’s Knowledge and Human 
Development authority in Dubai. Photo/Supplied

Eastern Park hut 
to be replaced

Oturere hut, on the eastern side of the 
Northern Circuit in Tongariro National 
Park, is to be rebuilt, with the Department 
of Conservation deciding the 51-year-old 
hut is not up to Great Walks standard.

DOC has released tender documents that 
include instructions for the build to start in 
March 2023, with a completion date of the 
end of June.

The new hut would sleep 30, up from the 
current 26. It is to have solar panels, LED 
lighting and a sheltered deck. The old hut 
would be demolished and the warden’s 
quarters would be replaced. 

The tender states the existing hut is 
cramped during busy periods, with up to 40 
people using its limited facilities as there is 
no cooking shelter for the nearby campsite. 
It said visitor feedback “indicates people 
are not having the quality of experience 
expected from Great Walk accommoda-
tion”, the main issue being lack of space.

The design requirements include using 
“the concept of a meeting house/marae”.

It would also be designed to reduce the 
carbon footprint of the hut and to “provide 
future proof solutions for hut technology”.

Time’s up for Oturere Hut – to be replaced. Photo: Heiko Valenta.

Up on New Year’s Day? Pigs might fly! And they certainly did at the Mahi 
Aroha kite day in front of the Chateau Tongariro and Mt Ruapehu. The 
Mahi Aroha Summer Programme events run until 31 January. View and 
book events that are still to come at tongariro.org.nz/mahi-aroha. Photo:  
Steve Bell
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Vaccination Clinic
Protect yourself, your whānau and community

Or book your vaccination for 
a day and time that suits you

0800 28 29 26 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Where

When

Winstone Pulp International Ltd

27 January 2022

Families are welcome
Anyone 5 year or older
10:00am - 3:00pm

Canyon 
shot 
wins 
photo 
comp
A photo of a man 
‘canyoning’ in the 
Mangaturuturu 
Canyon was the 
overal l  winner 
of the Federated 
Mountain Club’s 
2 0 2 1  p h o t o 
competition. The 
photo is by Gavin 
Barry-Morgan, a 
member of the 
N e w  Z e a l a n d  
C a n y o n i n g 
Association. It 
was a winner of 
the Association’s 
o w n  p h o t o 
competition, with 
the finalists sent 
on to the FMC 
to join the best 
photos from 99 
o ther  outdoor 
clubs from around 
the country.

Red light 
at hospital 
explained

The Waimarino and Whanganui moved into Level Red at 
11.59pm on Monday night, bringing in changes for people 
visiting the hospital?

Now, when visitors arrive at the entrance they will be 
asked to: Scan or sign in; change their mask to a hospital 
surgical mask if they’re not wearing one already; use the 
hand sanitiser provided.

They will then be asked three questions: are you feeling 
unwell today, do you have any cold or flu like symptoms?; 
Have you recently had a Covid-19 test?; Have you visited 
a location of interest?

“Based on lived experiences regarding how Covid-19 
is transmitted we need to ensure Covid-19 doesn’t enter 
our hospital if at all possible,” explains Rhonda Morris, 
engagement team leader.

“If you are presenting as a patient, we will undertake 
precautionary measures, all of which will be explained 
throughout your patient journey but you will be seen.”

Visitors with acute respiratory symptoms such as cough, 
cold and flu symptoms, sore throat and runny nose or have 
abdominal pain or diarrhoea or a close household contact 
with a current Covid-19 case must not attend unless prior 
arrangements have been made. 

“You will be declined entry if this is the case,” said 
Ms Morris.

“Social distancing is required so we ask that there is 
a maximum number of two visitors per bed and we ask 
where possible that the two visitors remain the same each 
time to lower the risk.”

Visitors will not be asked to provide a vaccine passport 
within a clinical setting.

There is a requirement for booked surgical procedures 
and surgeries to have a Covid-19 test 48 hours prior to 
arrival. 

“Not having completed this may result in your surgery 
or surgical procedure being postponed. We will rely on 
the advice of your treating health team in these cases.” 

The effects of Covid-19 on an individual’s recovery has 
warranted a cautious approach which may include defer-
ring surgeries, unless urgent, until the person is no longer 
infected with Covid-19.

There is no need to have a Covid-19 test before get-
ting an x-ray, blood test or a consultation with a health 
professional.

“Vaccination and boosters are the best way to protect 
yourself and your whanau from Covid-19, if you haven’t 
had your vaccinations we encourage you to reach out to 
one of the clinics to make an appointment, walk in or have 
a conversation for vaccination.”

Child vaccinations are available at select clinics in the 
Whanganui rohe.

Call 0800 888 479 for an up-to-date list of available 
clinics.

On Thursday 27 January, there will be a vaccination 
clinic at Tangiwai, State Highway 49, 10am to 3pm.

Past fast 
Goats

After Saturday’s ‘The Goat’ trail run (see P1&2), one 
of the crew has compiled a list of past winner’s times:

Ten Fastest Men’s Finishers:
#1 - James Coubrough 1:48:25(2011) 
#2 - Sjors Corporaal 1:52:27 (2015) 
#3 - Sjors Corporaal 1:53:52 (2010) 
#4 - Sjors Corporaal 01:54:41 (2021) 
#5 - Thomas Owens 1:56:21 (2005) 
#6 - Shay Williamson 1:56:24 (2015) 
#7 - Sjors Corporaal 1:56:42 (2013) 
#8 - Sjors Corporaal 1:57:00 (2009) 
#9 - Martin Cox 1:57:07 (2011)
#10 - Shay Williamson 1:58:22 (2011)
40 Fastest Women’s Finishers
#1 - Jess Simson 2:16:54 (2013)
#2 - Ruby Muir 2:19:28 (2010)
#3 - Corrinne Smit 2:22:27 (2015) 
#4 - Sabrina Grogan 2:23:19 (2017) 
#5 - Melissa Moon 2:23:39 (2004) 
#6 - Ruby Muir 2:25:46 (2009)
#7 - Sabrina Grogan 02:26:01 (2016) 
#8 - Karen Hanlen 2:26:33 (2007)
#9 - Annika Smail 2:27:38 (2008) 
#10 - Nic Leary 2:27:54 (2007)
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NEW LISTING

Rangataua 178A Mangateitei Road

4 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior) 2pm, Thu 24 Feb 2022

158 Wicksteed Street, Whanganui

Olivia Stewart021 148 6044

olivia.stewart@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Your lifestyle dream

Nestled on a 1.29ha (more or less) block with

mesmerizing mountain views, this expansive lifestyle

offers nothing but the good life. With over 20

established fruit trees, flourishing veggie gardens, a

honey house and a cheese making room, this property

is more than capable of being your new self-sufficient

paradise.

bayleys.co.nz/2900447

Ohakune 52G Miro Street

1 1

For Sale offers invited over $349,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Make your mark on Miro

My vendor has enjoyed many years in this tidy,

practical chalet but now he's moving to the next stage

and selling to the next lucky buyer. Situated in popular

Miro Street, this quirky lock-up and leave is about

500m from the shops, cafes, bars and Carrot Park.

If you are looking for your first chalet or rental

property this is an ideal option. Featuring one

bedroom, plus mezzanine (comfortably sleeping up to

six), separate toilet, modern kitchen, heat-pump and

drying room it is the perfect base for summer or winter

adventures.

bayleys.co.nz/2900440

A happy group of trampers on top of the world earlier this month, taking part 
in one of the Mahi Aroha Summer Programme activities. There are still some 
trips to go, including Friday’s Whakapapa clean-up – a chance to make a 
difference and also ride the Sky Waka Gondola at Mt Ruapehu. Join in to help 
remove any rubbish that didn’t make it to the bin and then afterward, grab a 
complimentary ride on the #skywaka. Visit www.tongariro.org.nz/mahi-aroha 
for details. Photo: NZ Pocket Guide.
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Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  

Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Raetihi School prize winners 2021

Kiana-Jaye Edmonds received the dux trophy for the top 
academic student at Raetihi School at their annual prize 
giving held on 10 December.

Winning the Mosen Cup for runner-up dux was Sam 
Rowe.

Other special awards winners were: Citizenship Award, 
Treyton Gray. The Diligence Award for female academic 
persistence, Alzaylea Fisher. Golden Jubilee Cup Most 
improved Māori Pupil, Christopher Winter. Blackburn Cup 
Best all round Māori Pupil, Benson Carmichael. Best all 
round Year 8, Sam Rowe.

Sandford Memorial Cup - Best House, Ngauruhoe
Uenuku Taonga for Te Reo Me o Nga Tikanga, Rico 

Pakai.
Lisa Crowley Writing Award for Written Language, 

Kiana-Jaye Edmonds. Top Year 8 Reader , Kiana-Jaye 
Edmonds

Dekker Machinery Cup for Maths in Senior School, Sam 
Rowe. Sonya Berry Memorial Award for Excellence in all 
Arts, Waata te Pirra. Seifert Cup for Science in Interest and 
Ability, Campbell. Journeaux Year 3 & 4 Speech Trophy, 
Michael Birch. Michael Reid Year 5 & 6 Speech Trophy, 
Manaia Scarrow. Raetihi Repertory Society Year 7 & 8 
Speech Trophy, Kiana-Jaye.

Academic Awards
Raetihi School Achievement in Acting, Manaia Scar-

row. Sims Award for Outstanding Vocalist, Treyton Gray. 
Best Senior Male Kapa Haka Performer, Treyton Gray. 

Best Senior Female Kapa Haka Performer, Aaliyah Wilks. 
Most Improved Female Kapa Haka Performer, Manaia 
Scarrow. Most Improved Male Kapa Haka Performer, 
Komaihana Hawira. Best Junior School Male Kapa Haka 
Performer, Hendrix Brown. Most Improved Male Kapa 
Haka Performer, Israel Metekingi. Best Junior School 
Female Kapa Haka Performer, Javannah-Lee Hiroti. Most 
Improved female Kapa Haka Performer, Morehu Te Ao 
Rere Williams. Excellence in Agriculture Year 5-6, Kelly 
Donaldson, Excellence in Agriculture Year 7-8, Komai-
hana Hawira.

Sports
Cross Country Champions 2021, Junior Boys Liam Mc-

donough; Junior Girls Ffion Shaw; Intermediate Boys Kaden 
Morrison; Intermediate Girls Katie Ritchfield; Senior Boys 
Wil Shaw; Senior Girls Jaeda-Rose Hagley-Tutauha. Athlet-
ics Champions 2021, Junior Boys Liam McDonough; Junior 
Girls Chanel Hagley-Tutauha; Intermediate Boys Daymon 
Todd Allen; Intermediate Girls Ngateria; Senior Boys Sam 
Rowe; Senior Girls Von Pein family trophy, Jaeda-Rose 
Hagley Tutauha. Swimming Championships 2021, Junior 
Boy Champion Liam McDonough; Junior Girl Champion 
Keisha McDonough; Intermediate Boys Champion Tiaan 
Perkins; Intermediate Girls Champion Atlas Carew Elers. 

Te Hui Whanau Trophy for Senior Male champion, Sam 
Rowe. Samantha Condon Memorial trophy for Female cham-
pion, Jaeda Rose Hagley Tutauha. Nancy Winter Memorial 
trophy for Most Improved, Kace Morrison.

Raetihi School dux for 2021, Kianna-Jaye Edmonds, at right, with runner-up dux Sam Rowe.

Lore of the rings: quest 
to find owner

It’s not a sequel to the famous trilogy 
– just a man looking for the owners of 
a pair of engagement rings, found in the 
Tongariro National Park over Christmas.

David Hallberg was on the Tongariro 
Northern Ciruit with his partner when he 
found the pair of rings in a small jewellery 
box, on the side of Mt Ngaurohoe, of ‘Mt 
Doom’ fame, where the Hobbits travel to 
with the mythical ‘One Ring’.

He made the find on Christmas Day.
“We always go hiking over Christmas,” 

said David Hallberg.
He said that lookikng at the state of the 

box, they could have been there for many 
years.

“They have been under the ice and gravel 
for a long time, they are deformed and 
somewhat faded.”

He took the two rings to the DoC warden 
and shared their find with the other hikers 
at the hut.

“Everyone thought it was very cool,” 
he said.

“I hope she still said yes!”
A spokesperson for DoC says the Ton-

gariro Visitor Centre team is aware of the 
discovery.

“The Tongariro Visitor Centre does keep 
a log of lost property items handed in by 
people,” they said.

“However, we haven’t had any reports or 
requests relating to the rings. It would be 
great to see them returned to their owner.”

For valuable lost property items – like 
jewellery - the centre asks that they be 
handed in to NZ Police.

The National Park Police Station said 
it was not aware of any reports of similar 
missing items.

One clue to the owners’ identity is that 
the box is from a well-known American 
jeweller, not found in New Zealand.

In a twist straight out of the Lord of the 
Rings he saw there was something written 
on the bands.

“They have a inscription in them, but 
I don’t want to say what, so the rightful 
owner can claim them.”

He hopes that whoever they belong to 
might have friends or relatives in New 
Zealand, and can get in touch.

Hallberg, who is a fan of the Tolkien 
films, says he feels duty bound to find the 
original owners.

“I would love to return them to their 
owner and hear their story of the lost rings 
on ‘Mount Doom’”.

DoC asks that hikers making the detour 
to the mountain respect the sanctity of 
Ngāuruhoe and not tramp to the summit.

David Hallberg and the rings he found in Tongariro National Park.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
• Plumbing & Drainlaying
• Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
• Fires & Solar 
• 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Handyman

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building
• Kitchen & Bathroom 

refits

homehandyman46@gmail.com

Call Luke for a free quote

Insulation

0800 327 946 Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV ElectricalOhakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent StoreYour Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

Field Operator
– Pest & Plant Team

Who we are:
Bolt Contracting Ltd is a Ruapehu based company 
17km South of Ohakune, working in conservation 
and environmental services. We specialize in 
predator management, pest plant management 
and planting. The company aims to help protect 
and improve our natural environment for future 
generations on a regional and national scale. 
Our clients include the local and regional council, 
community groups, farmers, Iwi and independent 
parties. 

What we need:
Bolt Contracting Limited is seeking a reliable, 
motivated employee who is passionate about 
the outdoors and pays attention to detail. We 
are looking for a responsible team member who 
is not afraid of physical hard work. This role will 
involve pest plant control and pest animal control; 
therefore, a level of fitness is required. The 
successful applicant will have the following skills 
(though not required)
• Grow Safe Certification.
• Controlled Substance Licence
• Driver’s licence.
• Experience with 4WD vehicles and motorbikes.
• Current First Aid certificate.
• Experience working in isolated locations.
• Good communication skills and the ability to 

work in a team.

Bolt Contracting Ltd provide training and 
support in these areas, along with other 
learning opportunities. We have a friendly team 
environment with competitive hourly rates and job 
completion bonuses.

If this interests you, please send through a 
cover letter and resume to Dion Hooper at bolt.
hooper@gmail.com 

Applications close 31st January 2022.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Hey 
kids – 
need 
extra 
pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu 
Bulletin requires 
Wednesday 
morning 
deliverers in 
Ohakune.

Phone Robert 
on 06-385-8532.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

FIREWOOD THE 
WOODSHED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

The following meetings of Horizons Regional Council 
will be held during February 2022 in the Tararua 
Room, Regional House, 11-15 Victoria Avenue, 
Palmerston North, unless otherwise advised:  

Tuesday, 22 February 
10.00am Regional Council (Livestreamed)

Wednesday, 23 February 
9.30am Environment Committee

Should Members of the public wish to speak at 
Meetings, they are advised to view details on the 
Horizons’ website www.horizons.govt.nz or phone 
0508 800 800.

M J McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

MEETINGS

      07 895 8188

      021 0222 2122

      027 274 2616

027 499 9408         

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council  
Taumarunui Ohura Ward Committee 
Karen Ngatai, Chairperson 
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson  
Audit and Risk Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson
National Park Community Board 
 Peter Zimmer, Chairperson        027 479 1926 

Ruapehu District Council
Boards and Committees
FEBRUARY 2022 MEETING DATES

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
6.00pm, Thursday 3 February 2022
Council Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

National Park Community Board
5.30pm, Tuesday 8 February 2022
The Park, National Park

Taumarunui-Ohura Ward Committee
5.30pm, Thursday 17 February 2022        
Council Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

Ruapehu District Council
10.00am, Wednesday 23 February 2022        
Council Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

Please note: There will be limited numbers in the Public 
Gallery due to COVID Level Requirements. We please request 
members of the public and Press register their intention to 
attend a meeting at least two (2) days in advance of the 
scheduled meeting by contacting the Governance Officer at 
Ruapehu District Council

Kaimahi
He Puna Ora

(non-clinical role) Ruapehu
The Maori Health Outcomes Advisory Group 
of providers have formed an exciting service 
for wahine with pepi under 3 and whanau who 
are faced with alcohol and drug issues. The 
role will be based in Raetihi but will cover the 
Ruapehu area.
Are you someone that is innovative, creative, 
and experienced in Matauranga Maori and 
prepared to work differently in supporting 
mama, pepi and whanau who do not have 
strong relationships with services in the 
community? You will work one-on-one with 
mama and their whanau, as well as developing 
and facilitating matauranga Maori and well-
being wananga.
If you have these attributes, skills, experience, 
and desire, apply for this opportunity today.
The following are essential:
• Police screening and drug testing
• Covid-19 vaccinations
• Full driver’s license

Please go to our website at
www.teoranganui.co.nz/community-

workers for a job description. 

Closes: Friday 28 January at 5pm.
To apply for the position please send your CV 

to: Service Manager
Te Puke Karanga Hauora

Julie McDonnell
Email: petm@tpkh.co.nz

Waimarino
Transport, Group & Support 

Services Available!

Please call 06 348 7402 or 
Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
kerri.dewson@cancercd.org.nz

Waimarino visits every third Wednesday.
Home visits if needed.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Office Administrator
Permanent, Term-time only

Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm

We are looking for someone who enjoys 
working in a team environment that can 
support the operations of the college through 
effective administrative services.

Ideally the person will have:
- Previous experience in an administration 

role
- Competency in Microsoft Office, Google 

Office programs
- Computer/Digital literate with confidence 

to learn new programs
- Effective communication skills (written 

and verbal)
- A Warm and friendly professional manner

If this sounds like you please send your CV 
with a covering letter to:

Principal@ruapehu.school.nz
Applications close 2 February 2022 – 4pm 

RUAPEHU COLLEGE 

Opening Dates
for 2022

17 January – front office open 8.30am - 
3.30pm

Enrolment queries 06 385 8398
Uniform shop open by appointment

31 January – Seniors only

1 February – Põwhiri new students and staff

4 February – Teacher-only day

7 February – Waitangi Day Holiday

SITUATIONS VACANT

Paper delivers 
wanted

The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday morning deliverers in Ohakune.
Phone Robert on 06-385-8532.
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Military Exercise
The public are advised that members of the 
NZ Defence Force will be conducting an 
exercise in the Rangataua Forest over the 
period 16-19 February 2022.

The public are asked to keep clear of any 
Defence Force personnel in the area over 
this period.

For any inquiries call 09 296 6800 during 
normal working hours.

Advisory Notice

Apprenticeship 
Opportunities!

Winstone Pulp International is located in the Central North 
Island and has two operational sites that manufacture 
wood pulp products and sawn timber from renewable 

plantation pine for domestic and export markets.

Mechanical Apprenticeship 
Opportunities
The opportunities (Tangiwai Sawmill, Ohakune, Central North Island)
WPI are seeking keen candidates who can demonstrate a practical aptitude to join the WPI 
Maintenance team at Tangiwai Sawmill.  

Engineering Apprenticeship
Completing an apprenticeship in the maintenance strand of a National Certificate in 
Engineering (Level 4) will give you the opportunity to learn about tools, materials and 
metals, fitting, basic machining, welding, maintenance, assembly, hydraulics and 
fabrication.  On successful completion of the apprenticeship you would become a fully 
qualified tradesperson in maintenance engineering.
The engineering apprentice usual hours of work are a minimum of 40 hours per week.  
It is anticipated the apprentice will be available to work rostered day and evening shifts 
alongside our maintenance team.  Day shifts are worked between 7.00am and 4.30pm, 
from Monday to Thursday and 7.00am to 2.30pm on Fridays.  Evening shifts are worked 
from 3.30pm to 2.00am from Monday to Thursday.

Saw Doctoring Apprenticeship
Working within the established Saw Doctor team, you will receive on-job and formal training 
to ensure that all saws and knives are sharpened, repaired and finished to a high quality 
to guarantee reliability and availability of saws in our sawmill.   You will also participate 
in performing preventative maintenance tasks to minimise saw failures and unplanned 
saw changes, investigate and resolve failures promptly and seek continuous improvement 
opportunities to maximise saw utilisation. 
There will be an expectation to work alongside mechanical and electrical trades to problem-
solve machine-centre sawing issues.
The Saw Doctor Apprentice usual hours of work are 42 hours per week, worked between 
5.00am and 6.00pm, from Monday to Thursday and some Fridays.
On successful completion of the apprenticeship you would be a fully qualified tradesperson, 
with a National Certificate in Saw Doctoring (Level 4).
About you
• A positive, ‘can do’ attitude, willingness to learn and an excellent work ethic.
• An exceptional team player, including excellent communication skills.
• Holds NCEA Level Two including numeracy and literacy credits (or equivalent).
• Holds or is able to obtain a Class One driver’s license (currently holds Restricted at 

minimum) and has reliable personal transport.
• Is physically fit and mentally alert - able to work at heights and in confined spaces.
• Is fully vaccinated against Covid-19 (enabling training course attendance). 
• Has a strong health and safety focus and can work in an organised and disciplined way.
Preferred candidate(s) will be required to complete mechanical reasoning, numeracy and 
literacy testing.

Electrical Apprenticeship
The opportunity (Tangiwai Sawmill, Ohakune, Central North Island)
The Electrical Training Company (ETCO), in conjunction with WPI, are seeking suitable 
candidates for an electrical apprenticeship at Tangiwai Sawmill.  The successful candidate 
will be employed by ETCO and assigned to WPI as the host workplace.
The preferred candidate will be required to undertake a 14-day pre-employment residential 
electrical training induction at the ETCO training facility in Ramarama, in the Bombay Hills 
south of Auckland. 
On successful completion of the apprenticeship, you would be a fully qualified tradesperson, 
with a National Certificate in Electrical Engineering (Level 4).  
Hours of work with WPI as an ETCO Electrical Apprenticeship are typically 40 hours per 
week, worked Monday to Friday at the Sawmill.
About you
• A positive, ‘can do’ attitude, willingness to learn and an excellent work ethic.
• An exceptional team player.
• Holds eight credits in NCEA Level Two Literacy, Numeracy and Science (or equivalent).
• Holds or is able to obtain a Class One driver’s license (currently holds Restricted at 

minimum) and has reliable personal transport.
• Is physically fit and mentally alert – able to work at heights and in confined spaces.
• Is fully vaccinated against Covid-19 (enabling training course attendance). 
• Has a strong health and safety focus and can work in an organised and disciplined way. 
Preferred candidate(s) will be required to complete
electrical reasoning, numeracy and literacy testing.

About Us 

WPI is committed to ensuring a safe and healthy work environment. As part of the 
selection process applicants will be required to pass an independently conducted pre-
employment medical assessment, including drug testing.

Please note applicants must be legally entitled to work in New Zealand on a permanent 
basis at the time of submitting their application. 

For further information please contact Courtney on 06 385 8545 ext 827
or email jobs@wpinz.com. To apply for this position please email a letter of 

application and a resume to jobs@wpinz.com.

Applications close at 9.00am, Tuesday, 8 February 2022.

Covid analyst calls for Maori and Pasifika 
priority in under-12s vaccinations

PUBLIC NOTICES

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A Covid-19 Māori health analyst is calling on 

the government to prioritise Māori and Pasifika 
children in the 5-11 years vaccine rollout or risk 
the consequences of a “brown pandemic”.

Dr Rāwiri Taonui says tamariki Māori make 
up 53.3 per cent of all cases of those aged 
under 12 and 63 per cent of all hospitalisations 
of under 12s.

According to Taonui’s analysis, when Pasifika 
children are included, 82 per cent of cases and 
78.3 per cent of hospitalisations of those under 
12 have been Māori or Pasifika.

Taonui has contributed to a Ministry of Health 
working group for vaccination of Māori aged 
12 years and under. He described the statistics 
as disturbing and said they reflect the higher 
disease burden on Māori in the current outbreak.

Omicron remained a serious risk for unvac-
cinated Māori and Pasifika, and the tamariki 
rollout should focus on equal outcomes with 
Pākehā, he said.

“Pacific and Māori peoples face similar preju-
dice. This is our brown pandemic.”

Taonui said data emerging from overseas 
backed the need to prioritise Māori and Pasifika 
children in the vaccination rollout.

“Last week, the American Academy of Paedi-
atrics reported a 50 per cent rise to 199,000 child 
infections and a 66 per cent rise to a record 400 
child hospitalisations in one week at the end of 

December,” Taonui said.
“The lesson [is that] a small percentage of se-

vere young cases amongst an enormous number 
of mild Omicron cases equals a serious number 
of cases among the young and vulnerable.

“Tamariki are the taonga in the future of our 
whakapapa. At 24.6 per cent of our population, 
Māori communities will be concerned that our 
tamariki are 29.2 per cent of all Māori cases,” 
Taonui said.

A new international study this month 
by the University of Auckland’s Pro-
fessor Stuart Dalziel showed children 
are at risk of severe outcomes from 
Covid-19.

Dalziel said greater numbers of chil-
dren were being infected and needing 
hospital treatment.

“There is a perception that Covid-19 
is only a very mild infection in chil-
dren. Unfortunately, for some of these 
children, Covid-19 results in severe 
disease,” Dalziel said.

The study followed more than 
10,300 children at 41 emergency de-
partments in 10 countries, including 
New Zealand, Canada and the United 
States.

It found that more than 3200 chil-
dren tested positive for Covid-19. 
Of those, three per cent experienced 

severe outcomes within two weeks, including 
cardiac or cardiovascular complications such 
as myocarditis (inflammation of the heart) and 
neurological, respiratory or infectious problems. 
Twenty-three per cent were hospitalised and 
four children died.

More than 30,000 children’s doses have been 
given across the first three days of the vaccina-
tion rollout for children aged 5-11 years.

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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searching for a new place to nest.
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opportunity to call the shots – and with autumn underway, there’s no time to waste. 

List your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn to gain unparalleled access to 

an audience more eager to invest in a home than ever before. Contact your local 
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Powered by record-low interest rates, economic recovery, and supply and  

demand dynamics creating real market competition, your home holds the keys  

to your future.

Contact your local office to unlock these opportunities and find out how autumn  

is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

Back to 

June for 

Mardi Gras
The Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras will go back to a 

date in June, the Ohakune Events Trust and Audiology – 

the company that runs the event – have announced.

Last year’s event was postponed twice from June and 

eventually ran in November, due to Covid-19 lockdowns.

This year, the organisers have set the date for Saturday 

19 June. 
They intend to set a back-up date in advance, should 

there be any disruption from the pandemic.

Dates being considered for the back up are 2 October 

or 16 October.

But the organisers would like to get feedback from the 

community and businesses on which back up date would 

be best.
Audiology’s Mitch Lowe said they want what’s best 

for the town but that there “may need to be some give 

and take” 
He said any later would make it difficult to run a 

successful event as there is a lot more happening around 

the country, including university exams.

“We all know that we’re not that busy in the second 

school holidays,” said one accommodation provider.

Others said they were concerned with a potential clash 

between families and Mardi Gras visitors.

The organisers plan to announce the Mardi Gras line-

up next week and put tickets on sale – with the back-up 

date included, the week after that.

Mitch Lowe said they believe the event is getting 

better each year, with fewer issues reported.

“We think we are getting better and better and we want 

to keep improving the event.”

“In our opinion last year’s event was better behaved 

for some reason – it started in daylight whereas Mardi 

Gras usually starts in the dark.”

New lift cable 

on High

Tūroa’s High Noon Express chairlift has 

a new cable, after a four-week effort by the 

maintenance crew and rope experts.

Because of the weight of the new cable – 27 

tonnes – it wasn’t possible to fly the cable up 

by helicopter, which is a method used in the 

past.
Instead, the cable was run off its drum at the 

base of the ski area up the Movenpick chairlift, 

hanging off the chairs. From the top of the 

Movenpick it was winched over to the High 

Noon Tower 3, using diggers with pulleys to 

keep it off the ground.

The new cable was then spliced to the end 

of the old cable and hauled up the High Noon 

Express, with the lift running backwards.

Tūroa manager Mat Jonsson said at various 

stages, three diggers, the Morooka tracked 

truck and various winches, all working in 

unison to haul the cable up and into position. 

This took special care and communication to 

ensure everything ran smoothly.

He said the project involved about a week 

Turn to Page 2

Turn to Page 2

It was all hands to the rope to splice the new High Noon Express cable last week, with the work covering tens of metres 

to  “tuck in” the wires for the join so that it is smooth and seamless. Photo: Nick Love.

Tube 
slide for 

Carrot 

Park 
P3

Road 
works 

progress

P4

Ready 

for the 

Roar?
P5

Rodeo to 

celebrate 

70th 
jubilee
P6-7

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  24 March 2021 • 1

24 March 2021, 

Vol 37, No 1855

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
With cooler weather on the way, house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Persistent demand for residential property offers homeowners the ultimate 

opportunity to call the shots – and with autumn underway, there’s no time to waste. 

List your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn to gain unparalleled access to 

an audience more eager to invest in a home than ever before. Contact your local 

office to find out how autumn is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

With cooler weather on the way house hunters are 

searching for a new place to nest.

Residential property across Aotearoa continues its perennial allure, offering 

homeowners the ultimate opportunity to call the shots - and with autumn 

underway, there’s no time to waste.

Listing your home for sale with Bayleys this autumn offers unparalleled reach to 

an audience more eager to invest in residential property than ever before.

Powered by record-low interest rates, economic recovery, and supply and  

demand dynamics creating real market competition, your home holds the keys  

to your future.

Contact your local office to unlock these opportunities and find out how autumn  

is altogether better with Bayleys.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

IS BETTER WITH BAYLEYS

• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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100th Waimarino 

rodeo sets new 

gate record
After having to cancel last year’s 

Waimarino Rodeo, this year the Club has 

had its most successful yet, with record 

takings at the gate on Saturday.

Rodeo secretary Cathy MacLean said 

they had also had a record number of 

entrants – 204 – but that there had been a 

lot of open bull ride entries cancel at the 

last minute.
Perfect weather, both during and lead-

ing up to the two-day event, helped in 

making the arena perfect for the rodeo, 

said Mrs MacLean.

The Club often has to water the arena 

to reduce the dust, but rain on Wednesday 

and Thursday last week meant this wasn’t 

necessary.
She said the Club thanks the Perkins 

family for turning the arena ground for 

the rodeos, and also leaving a tractor on 

standby if needed.

There was only one injury on the week-

end – a competitor in the open barrel ride 

was flown to hospital but was discharged 

with no major injury.

No animals were hurt, said Mrs Ma-

cLean, with all stock passing Ministry 

of Primary Industries and veterinarian 

checks.
Craig Wiggins, a regular commentator 

at past Waimarino Rodeos, returned from 

his home in Ashburton for the jubilee 

event.
This year was the 70th Jubilee for the 

Waimarino Rodeo, and Saturday was their 

100th rodeo. The second day of competing 

on Sunday, is actually a separate rodeo – a 

Covid claims iconic 

tourism business
Ruapehu is losing an iconic tourism 

business as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, with Mountain Air Volcanic 

Flights announcing they will be perma-

nently closing on 29 March.

“We wish to thank so many of you for 

the support we have received going back 

as far as 1988 when Keith and Robyn 

McKenzie started the business,” the 

company stated on their Facebook page.

They said that since purchasing it in 

2007, they had seen the pre GFC growth, 

the slump through the GFC and then “a 

great resurgence” until March last year 

when the Covid-19 pandemic started. 

“While our small business has not 

survived this, we know we are just 

one of many who have suffered badly 

through this crisis and our heartfelt 

thoughts go out to all of you in the tour-

ism industry who are still struggling to 

survive.”

Turn to Page 2
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Liberty-Valence Waru manages a smile while bull riding at the Waimarino Rodeo on Sunday, 

cheered on by cowboys behind the chutes. Photo: Robert Milne.
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Attempt to 

stall Māori 

wards fails
A move that could have effectively 

scrapped the Ruapehu District Council’s 

plan to establish Māori wards last week 

failed, with just two councillors voting 

for it.
At their meeting in Taumarunui on 

Wednesday, councillors were asked to 

adopt a discussion document on the Rep-

resentation Review, to go out to the public.

The discussion document was to “pro-

vide the public with an opportunity to 

feedback to council on the Representation 

Review before Council makes its final 

proposal in August”. 

“The purpose of this document is purely 

to inform early conversations with the 

public at upcoming Long Term Plan com-

munity meetings,” councillors were told.

A series of seven hui are to be held to 

gather views of the community on the 

review, along with the Long Term Plan.

However, Cr Adie Doyle announced his 

intention to bring a motion to Council, to 

rescind the decision to adopt Māori wards.

Cr Adie Doyle said he was led to believe 

that there would be a “mechanism” for the 

resolution to adopt Māori wards to be revis-

ited, following the Government scrapping 

the rule whereby a petition of more than 

5% of the district could demand a poll on 

the Māori wards plan.

“There’s no allowance for that in this 

consultation document.”

“I was also led to believe that there 

would be community consultation (on the 

adoption of Māori wards).”

He said he could not see anything to that 

effect in the consultation document.

RDC chief executive Clive Manley said 

that the council had decided that including 

a statement “do you want Māori wards” 

would effectively be running a poll on 

the issue, but that the Council had already 

decided to adopt Māori wards.

He said people could raise as many 

issues as they want at the hui on represen-

tation, but that unless councillors receive 

a lot of opposition and choose to rescind 

their own resolution, the decision has 

been made.

Decision made

Crs Elijah Pui and Viv Hoeta said the 

Council was required to make a decision 

on Māori wards by 21 May and that “we’ve 

done that”.
Mr Manley said any group of councillors 

could bring a motion to rescind a previous 

motion and would need at least a two-thirds 

majority to overturn a decision.

Mr Doyle announced his intention to 

bring a notice of motion to rescind RDC’s 

decision to adopt Māori wards.

Mr Manley said Mr Doyle could not do 

that alone and that he would need support 

of other councillors.

He suggested that councillors could de-

cide to hold over the decision on adopting 

RARO goes deep 

for rescue prep

Turn to Page 8

Nico Fournier from GNS laps up the adventure experience as part of a canyon rescue skills 

course last week with fellow-Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation (RARO) members. RARO has 

identified the need to incorporate canyon rescue skills, with canyoning growing in popularity and 

lots of options to explore the sub-alpine surrounds of the Tongariro National Park. Photo: RARO.
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Councillor Rabbit Nottage brings down the chequered flag on Cecilia Huber in her recumbent three-wheeler 

as she finishes the 25km race at Pipiriki on Sunday, in the 10th annual Raetihi Gutbuster. Event organiser 

Donna Journeaux said there was a small increase in numbers, with around 130 people entered. She hopes 

to increase entries in the future. She said there was a “really nice atmosphere” with a lot of community 

support and no incidents or injuries – apart from a Police car that had to drive through the event with lights 

flashing to attend to an escaped bull on the course. The event is held on the Pipiriki-Raetihi Road with plenty 

of windy, challenging hills for the hard-core riders who enter the 50km event and a couple of good hills for 

the 18km event. The ride takes in the amazing scenery with mountain views and pockets of native bush 

along the way. Participants have the option of an 18km run/walk, an 18km bike ride, a 25km bike ride or a 

50km bike ride, down to Pipiriki and back. Organisers always promise a bursting prize table and this year 

the organisers provided medals to all competitors who complete the course. The start and finish area is 

outside the Waimarino Museum with a market day atmosphere and food stalls. Photo: John Chapman.

Gutbuster fun to Pipiriki

‘Claytons’ 

rural rates 

remissions, 

claims Cr 

Neeson
A call by some councillors to extend the Ruapehu 

District Council’s rates remissions policy to include rural 

properties that have uninhabited houses on them, has been 

labelled as a “Claytons” remission.

Ohura ward councillor Lyn Neeson criticised the pro-

posed policy at their meeting in Taumarunui on 24 March.

She said rural ratepayers pay a large proportion of the 

rates compared to the services that they receive.

Mrs Neeson said she would prefer a differential rate but 

did not get support for that, but still wants to give rural 

people “a bit of a break”.

“But this is not going to do – it’s just a Clayton’s policy.”

Council officer Pauline Welch said that until the policy 

came into effect, they could have “no idea” how many 

properties might be affected.

She said the remission of the Uniform Annual General 

Charge on extra houses on farms could add up to half a 

million dollars. If that were the case, the shortfall would 

have to be taken up by other ratepayers.

“This (policy) is a starting point – we need to understand 

how many properties would qualify,” said Ms Welch.

She said they agree that farm owners having to pay rates 

on uninhabited houses on their land is a rural problem “but 

we need to understand the extent of the problem”.

The ‘Remissions for Extreme Financial Hardship’ Sec-

tion was added to the Rates Remission Policy in June 2020 

in response to Covid-19 related economic effects on the 

District. The Policy as a whole was not reviewed when this 
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