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At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 
of clients and customers for their continued support 
through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 
you something to cheer about as we head towards a 
somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 
team at Bayleys.
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Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Got my bike – ‘where are we going?’Shearing famous 
five set new 
world record

Five King Country shearers have “blown 
all our expectations out of the water” 
when they established a five-stands World 
strong wool lamb shearing record of 3740 
in nine hours.

The words came from Te Kuiti gun 
Jack Fagan, who topped the day’s tallies 
with 811 – the “fastest Fagan on earth”, 
according to dad Sir David Fagan, who 29 
years ago to the day shore 810 to set a solo 
record in Southland.

Also along to watch was uncle John 
Fagan, who shore 804 in the early 1980s, 
and among the crew for the day was cousin 
James Fagan, who shore 740 in a still-intact 
four-stand record in 2007.

Shearing at Atihau-Whanganui Incor-
poration’s Te Pa Station on the Parapara 
on Wednesday 22 December, all five in 
the latest record hammered their previous 
best – the 29-year-old Jack Fagan’s ef-
fort being complemented by 18-year-old 
Taihape shearer Reuben Alabaster’s 774,  
Welsh shearers Delwyn Jones and Llion 
Jones, with 729 and 725 respectively, and 
“amazed-to-even-be-here” Kelly Brill, 
with 701.

Delwyn Jones, who shore a three-stand 
record in 2017, is from Corwen and Llion 
Jones from Llanwrst, maybe distant cous-
ins from way-back but both now settled in 
New Zealand.

Llion Jones’ wife Grace was his rousie, 
Loretta Brill likewise for son Kelly, and 
Alabaster having sister Lilly as his rousie 
and dad and shearer Riki in his pen. Del-
wyn Jones’s rousie was 2020-2021 No 
1-ranked Junior competition woolhandler 
Rahera Kerr, while Kelly Perawiti was 
rousie for Jack Fagan.

There was no previous record for the 
9hrs 5-stands strongwool lambs classifica-
tion, but watched by seven World Sheep 
Shearing Records Society judges – one 
via AVL from his home in Wales - the 
shearers showed they meant big business 
from the start.

Starting at 5am, they shore 810 in the 
first two hours to breakfast, and separated 
by morning and afternoon tea breaks and 
lunch they then shore successive 1hr 45min 
runs of 724, 737, 730 and 739 to the fin-
ish at 5pm.

Record-setting shearers (from left) Delwyn Jones, Jack Fagan, Llion 
Jones, Kelly Brill and Reuben Alabaster. Photo / SSNZ

Turn to Page 2

Kobe Learmonth from National Park School gets air on one of the many mountain bike rides 
the school took on in Term 4 of 2021. The school took the classroom outside on wheels, for fun 
and physics – as well as several other learning disciplines. See inside for more. Photo: NPS.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days 
a week. Closed 23 December reopening 27 December. See you 
at The Keg.

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

UTOPIA CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

What’s on 
round Ruapehu
The Goat 22 January 
Waimarino Wild Food Festival 19 February
Tussock Traverse / Ring of Fire 12 March
Waimarino Rodeo 18-20 March

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Mobile Covid-19 units cop anti-vaccination flak

Crews had the day before drafted 4000 
lambs ready for the record, but even be-
fore the record day was halfway through 
shearing contractor Neil Fagan, who with 
wife Stacie managed the challenge, was 

disbelieving.
With the remote station still in the 

Covid-19 red zone at the time, general 
public were unable to be present, but the 
shearing was live-streamed, attracting a 
global audience.

Behind every good shearer is a good rousie – (from left) Lilly Alabaster, 
Loretta Brill, Grace Jones, Kelly Perawiti and Rahera Kerr. Photo / SSNZ 
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Got my bike – ‘where are we going?’
“I’ve got a bike, where are we going! He Pai-

hikara tāku! Ka Haere ki hea?” was the learning 
theme at National Park School to close off 2021.

“Way back in the wintery Term 3, when the 
teachers, children and business community from 
National Park were locked down at home, someone 
had a crazy idea to try mountain biking during the 
summer instead,” says principal Jane Welburn. 

“They all laughed, and then thought about it 
some more, and hence the adventure came to life. 

“Skiing in winter, biking in summer – these 
sports are loved and we live in the perfect place,” 
agreed Jay, age 12.

Teachers, children and biking experts weaved 
science and literacy together to create the engaging 
local curriculum opportunity.  

“School has key aspects that we know makes 
learning exciting here – gifting, authentic action, 
doing things that are big not little, complex and 
social.  

“When we plan specifically for these, we know 
we are going to have a great time together and our 
learning takes a life of its own,” said Miss Welburn.

“At the start of the opportunity I was excited 
because there was always an activity to be done 
and we were planning stuff – it stayed like that the 
whole way through,” recalls Kobe age 11.

Through borrowing, hiring and purchasing, the 
school made sure every child had access to a bike 
before getting started. Some had training wheels, 

but these soon came off.  
Children took part in a range of activities over a 

5-6 week period, including a trip to Crater’s Taupō, 
pump tracks in Ohakune and a whole school ride 
on the Tūrangi river loop.  

“Everything was managed and organised in a 
really good way ... when we went away we made 
a plan so everyone was on the same page,” said 
Hannah age 13. 

“Mountain biking is great, but from a teacher’s 
point of view it’s also good because children could 
do some work on forces – from calculating ac-
celeration or thinking about friction to descriptive 
writing,”  explained James age 11.  

Even during the last week of term, the local 
police helped the children out with their speed 
guns so they could explore Newton’s second law 
around acceleration and measure the forces which 
could be created.

Families and locals supported the opportunity 
by transporting children (and bikes), and build-
ing ramps and trick equipment designed by the 
children. 

“This links brilliantly into a school develop-
ment planned soon to tarmac an area for a bike, 
scooter and skateboard zone on the school site,” 
said Miss Welburn. 

“I felt free and it felt nice instead of doing the 
same thing every day!” “We were able to influence 
our learning by keeping positive and focusing on 

our work, listening, looking and asking questions 
about how to do things,”  Bekah age 12 and Cody 
age 11 concluded as they took part in evaluating 
the impact of the opportunity.

Mica age 12, who was gutted to be breaking 

up for the holiday, summed things up by saying, 
“the opportunity was exciting because we had 
fun, it was active, involved adventure and was 
outside. I wish that it could carry on, but good 
things never last!”

Pupils at National Park School took the classroom out on wheels at the end of their 
2021 year, taking in some of the area’s great mountain bike rides. Photo: NPS.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
An iwi collective’s mobile Covid-19 clinics have had to 

deal with negative reactions from anti-vaxers but it says 
those who decide not to be vaccinated still need support.

The Ranga Tupua iwi collective has been funded by 
the Government to deliver the vaccine to hard-to-reach 
communities in the least-vaccinated areas of Whanganui, 
South Taranaki, Rangitīkei and the Waimarino. Its four 
rapid response mobile clinics are funded until mid-March 
in the 15-week rollout.

Te Ranga Tupua rapid response co-lead Elijah Pue says 
the mobile units have been approached by anti-vaxers, 
but for the most part they have walked away after having 
their say.

“We’ve seen people who turn up and ask why are you 
here, I still don’t want to get the vaccine, I still think it’s 
a load of rubbish, things like that. But for the most part 
they walk away.

“We might share with them some factual information 
and let them know they’re free to take it if they want. Some 
of them aren’t so open to receiving that information but 
we have had a few saying I trust the person that I see vac-
cinating, or I trust the nurse that I see, I trust these people, 

and so, yep, I’ll receive my vaccination today.”
Elijah Pue says the iwi collective is continuing to en-

courage those who are against receiving the vaccination 
to visit the mobile clinics.

“If you still decide not to receive the vaccination, then 
come and see us so we can understand how we can still 
support you, because you’ll still have various challenges 
that you’ll face because of the choices you make. But we 
still have a responsibility and an obligation to support all 
our people regardless of what side of the fence they sit on.”

The mobile units are visiting marae, shopping centre and 
supermarket carparks, sports venues, beaches and town 
centres, as well as working street by street and carrying 
out pre-booked home visits in some areas.

Te Ranga Tupua iwi collective mobile clinics have attracted the attention 
of anti-vaxers. Photo: Ruapehu Bulletin.
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Vaccination Clinic
Protect yourself, your whānau and community

Or book your vaccination for 
a day and time that suits you

0800 28 29 26 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Where

When

Winstone Pulp International Ltd

27 January 2022

Families are welcome
Anyone 5 year or older
10:00am - 3:00pm

Busy December for 
the Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter

Waimarino 
holiday 
Lotto wins

   There have been two Lotto winning tickets sold in 
the Waimarino over the break – one in Waiouru and one 
in Ohakune.

A ticket sold at the Waiouru Four Square won an all-
electric Mercedes-Benz EQCs vehicle worth more than 
$145,000. It was one of five of the cars given away on 
Christmas Day.

On 8 January, a player who bought a ticket at the Take 
Note Ohakune shop won $23,178, one of 10 Second 
Division winners.

Recent summit earthquakes – ‘unrest remains low’
A recent cluster of earthquakes has 

occurred beneath Ruapehu’s summit. All 
monitoring data at Ruapehu indicates that 
volcanic unrest remains at minor levels. 
The Volcanic Alert Level at Mt Ruapehu 
stays at Level 1, reports GNS.

“Earthquakes regularly occur in the 
Tongariro National Park and towards the 
southern portion around Ruapehu, we often 
record them near Waiouru and National 
Park Village,” says Geoff Kilgour, duty 
volcanologist.

He explains that there are two broad 
styles of earthquakes at volcanoes: volca-
nic earthquakes (which includes tremor) 
that are directly related to the movement 
of fluids (magma and/or the hydrothermal 
system), and tectonic earthquakes which 

result from rocks fracturing (movement 
on small faults).

“From 30 December 2021, we have re-
corded a sequence of tectonic earthquakes 
located beneath Ruapehu’s summit area. 
Unusual

“So far, there have been at least 30 dis-
tinct earthquakes in this sequence. When 
compared to historical records, the number 
of earthquakes with epicentres closely 
confined to the summit area, is unusual.” 

He said that, while these earthquake 
clusters are uncommon, none of their 
monitoring data suggests that the volcano 
is exhibiting increased levels of activity.

There has been no observable response 
from other continuous monitoring data 
such as Crater Lake (Te Wai ā-moe) tem-

perature, lake level, or volcanic tremor. 
“Therefore, our current assessment is that a relatively 

deep stress release has occurred below the volcano, but 
this has not affected the volcano’s hydrothermal system.”

The GNS team planned to conduct a scheduled gas 

flight and sample Ruapehu’s Crater Lake (Te Wai ā-moe) 
in the following days.

The Volcanic Alert Level stays at Level 1 which reflects 
the current level of volcanic unrest. The Volcanic Alert 
Level should not be used to forecast future activity.

Plot of the location and number of earthquakes beneath the summit area at Ruapehu since 2019, 
with earthquakes since 30 December 2021 highlighted.

December was a busy month for the Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter crew, with a total of 31 missions flown, includ-
ing 9 inter-hospital transfers, 10 medical events, 8 rural/
farm rescues and three motor vehicle accidents. 

The missions included visits to Tongariro National Park.
“From mountain biking accidents to quad bike roll 

overs, your rescue crew remained operational 24/7 
throughout the holiday period, so that they could be there 
for patients when they need,” says Alexandra Paley, mar-
keting co-ordinator.

The helicopter crew assisted an injured hiker on 10 
December who had fallen on the Waihohonu Walking 
Track, sustaining a leg injury. The woman in her 20’s was 
flown to Rotorua Hospital for further treatment. The next 
day, the Helicopter was dispatched to a farm near State 
Highway 4, south of Raetihi. The patient, a man in his 40’s 
had injuries that required urgent medical attention, so he 
was transported to Whanganui Hospital.

“The greatest gift you could give is time, time for pa-
tients to spend with their loved ones this summer. Help 
keep these life-saving missions available to your family 
and friends all summer. Donate today at rescue.org.nz,” 
asks Ms Paley.

The Taupo-based Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
is poised to airlift a patient from the Waihohonu 
Track area earlier in December.
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
1. High profile, flamboyant woman MP in 
the first Labour Government (5,6)
8. Not done properly (colloq) (4,3)
9. Popular takeaway (5)
10. Smooch (4)
11. Large corrugated iron sculpture in 
Taihape (7)
12. Golfing peg (3)
13. Informal name for NZ currency (4)
15. Vegetable (4)
17. The day before (3)
19. Large house (7)
20. War canoe (4)
23. Language (colloq) (5)
24. Bland (7)
25. South Island town that once sported 
an enormous doughnut to celebrate The 
Simpsons movie (11)

Down
1. North Island river that begins in the 
Kaimanawa Range and empties into the 
Pacific in Hawke’s Bay (6)
2. Town full of bovine signage (5)
3. Walk with long strides (4)
4. Nervous (2,4)
5. Gather (8)
6. Undress (7)
7. Māori for song, chant or psalm (6)
12. An unplanned, wandering journey 
(colloq) (4,4)
14. Cricket session (7)
16. Stinking (6)
17. Ship’s flag (6)
18. Forthright (6)
21. Plenty (5)
22. Not likely (colloq) (2,2)

Previous solution
Across: 6. Rarely, 7. Merino, 10. Waikato, 11. Nerve, 12. Easy, 13. Unite, 16. Beady, 
17. Long, 20. Urupa, 21. Windrow, 22. Eke out, 23. Huddle. 
Down: 1. Crowded House, 2. Traipse, 3. Algae, 4. Bennett, 5. Kiore, 8. Onehunga 
weed, 9. Countdown, 14. Devalue, 15. Hot rods, 18. Buyer, 19. Snout.

THE         CROSSWORD

Community and Emergency Services
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285 or Phone 06 3853253 and 
leave message

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402

Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Mountain 
Church, 027-206-4774. Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. 
Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Nick Watson 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Wanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Justin 021 173 5767

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

To update your details call 06-385-8532
Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday

ALL RATES PLUS GST

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep: Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone
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Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 
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Ohakune entrepreneur 
using manuka by-
product for mask spray

Ohakune entrepreneur Greg Hickman 
has launched a purifying face mask spray 
– Mask Mānuka – that utilises a natural 
by-product of mānuka oil production – 
mānuka hydrosol. 

Produced from the steam distillation 
process of extracting mānuka oil, the 
water-based product shares the antibacte-
rial, anti-fungal and anti-inflammatory 
properties of mānuka.  

“This really is an extraordinary resource, 
but most of it simply goes to waste,” says 
Greg Hickman. 

He says the product will divert only a 
relatively small amount of this waste prod-
uct, “but it is a step towards honouring this 
natural New Zealand resource”.

“The refreshing face mask spray, unlike 
anything else currently on the market, will 
help freshen up your mask while reducing 
bacteria in between washes.”

Greg says it was anecdotes from friends 
here and overseas that sparked the idea for 
the product. 

“Fashion masks have exploded both 
here and back in Hong Kong [where we 
lived previously] and we were hearing 
that people wanted a way to keep their 
masks fresh, clean, and more pleasant to 
wear – especially now they have become 
the norm for us all.”

“Just two sprays gives two hours of 
freshness with all of the antibacterial, anti-
fungal, and anti-inflammatory properties of 
mānuka, plus the fresh forest fragrance,” 

says Hickman. 
Harvested in the central plateau and 

bottled in Ohakune, Hickman says there 
could be more applications of this product. 

“Mānuka hydrosol has a lot of potential, 
but we want to test this product on the 
market before we consider anything else 
just yet. Of course, we won’t rule anything 
out,” says Hickman.

If nothing else, Greg hopes launching 
Mask Mānuka may encourage other manu-
facturers to consider Mānuka hydrosol as 
an ingredient.

“This has potential for both the domes-
tic and export markets. And ultimately, it 
could have a positive impact on the mānuka 
industry in New Zealand,” says Hickman.

A new spray has been developed 
to help freshen up face masks.

Iwi puts safety monitors on 
Whanganui River upper reaches

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Whanganui River iwi concerned about the risk of col-

lision between canoeists and jetboaters are to put a team 
of monitors on the water to ensure the 
safety of river users.

Upper Whanganui River iwi Ngāti 
Hāua says there has been at least one 
complaint raised with Maritime New 
Zealand by canoeists over incidents 
involving jet boats, and further com-
plaints are expected.

Ngāti Hāua Iwi Trust chair Graham Bell said last sum-
mer a canoeist was seriously injured in a collision with a 
Department of Conservation jetboat.

“The iwi is determined to do as much as possible to 
avoid similar incidents occurring again,” he said.

Ngāti Hāua Iwi Trust is working with river tribes entity 
Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui on a plan for improved 
communications with operators and proactive monitoring 
of behaviour on the river.

Bell said the monitoring plan is focused on operators 
using the river from Taumarunui south. He said Ngāti 
Hāua’s mana over these reaches means the iwi has a duty 
to actively care for the safety of people using the river 
within their rohe.

“As the iwi at place, we are showing leadership through 
a proactive plan to build relationships with operators in 
our rohe. We expect all operators to respect the rules in 
place to ensure the safety of all people.”

Ngati Hāua Iwi Trust was established in 2001 to manage 
iwi affairs and progress settlement of Treaty of Waitangi 
claims.

The iwi will call an online meeting with operators to 
assess numbers of people and incidents on the river and 
promote understanding of navigation rules and Covid 
risk guidelines.

The plan will see a small team of Ngāti Hāua moni-
tors on the upper reaches as they build relationships with 
operators.

Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui chair Sheena Maru 
said all users have a responsibility both to themselves and 
those they share the river with. The plan would promote 
Covid safety as well as navigational safety.

“There have been concerns around some of the activities 

on the river. We are pleased to be working with Ngāti Hāua 
because they have a responsibility to take care of their 
tribal rohe. As we always do when we welcome manuhiri 

to our rohe, we want to ensure that 
they have a positive experience, that 
they go away well but they also come 
back to us.”

She said operators need to work 
more closely together to ensure Co-
vid-19 mitigation measures are being 

met.
“We’re always thinking about those of us who are 

staying here at home, that we’re all safe, we’re all well. 
We want people to holiday closer to home this summer 
to reduce the potential for Covid transmission through 
our communities. Hopefully, more locals will utilise 
the outstanding natural assets of the Whanganui River,” 
Maru said.

Nga Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui is the post settlement 
entity responsible for implementing the Te Awa Tupua 
framework for the Whanganui River, legislated in 2017.

Maru said Ngāti Hāua and Ngā Tāngata Tiaki are look-
ing to partner with other hapū and iwi on river safety as 
the summer progresses.

Paddlers on the Whanganui River. Photo/Moana Ellis.
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1.9 hectares
Tender
www.nzr.nz/RX3143330

Tender closing 
11am, Wed 16 February 2022
NZR, 1 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 

Jamie Proude AREINZ

06 385 4466 | 027 448 5162 
jamie@nzr.nz

NZR Central Ltd | Licensed REAA 2008

RARE FIND ON THE BANKS OF THE 
MANGANUI O TE AO
Lot 2 Makakahi Road, Raetihi

Rarely do you get the opportunity to acquire a property as 
truly unique as this 1.9 ha section with its prime river frontage 
as it adjoins the mighty Manganui o te Ao River. The flat to 
undulating section is sheltered yet sunny, situated in the 
Makakahi Valley and could be landscaped to your liking with the 
true river boundary providing excellent trout fishing at your 
doorstep. Two elevated building platforms that command the 
most stunning views over the river with a native tree backdrop.

Ohakune Primary School
starts back on

Monday 31 January
Powhiri 9.30am

We welcome our school community,
new students and whanau to join us.

The office is open 8am – 3pm for new enrolments and uniforms on 
26, 27 & 28 January

The Principal, Lisa Clark, can also be contacted for new enrolments 
and visits on principal@ohakune.school.nz

06-385-8384 or 027 388 7581

Tiny rabbit hole
• I have just completed my third month in a four-

year-old small house I am renaming DisconTENT. 
The agent’s reverential reference to “Fully 

Council Approved” begs the next conundrum; how 
to remediate such a mistaken notion of insulation 
without actually starting again? 25mm of polysty-
rene, (don’t try its flammability: it’s a joke, even 
in optimal use). 

Building Inspectors? Do What? Trawling a 
hardware outlet will not find a viable solution. 
The UK fabricants of SuperFoil were so amused 

by my description of RDC that they’ve offered a 
free pallet of their product, providing I can find a 
shipping solution. 

Describing such a conundrum anytime in the last 
200 years would have caused boundless mirth, but 
now we are truly down a rabbit hole of contrived 
reality. 

We can get millions of packs of a dodgy chemi-
cal (PEG) to our main centres in days, from all over 
the globe, but a decent whack of workable kit for 
remediating the building industry? 

Are all our ships anchored somewhere? Go 
check. We are the rabbit hole.

John Riding

Pressure going on runaway Central North Island pines
Nearly half a million dollars is going into re-

moving wilding pines from Central North Island 
conservation areas that were previously being 
over-run by the pest trees.

The Department of Conservation has been targeting 
wilding pines for many decades alongside Horizons 
Regional Council and volunteer groups, including the 
Wanganui and Hutt Valley Tramping clubs.

These years of hard work have meant the unique 
features of the landscape have not been completely 
blanketed by wilding pines. 

However, Erua Conservation Area, Tongariro 
Conservation Area, Rangataua, and Tongariro 
National Park still have many wilding pines that 
DOC says need to be removed – and a $467,000 
investment from the National Wilding Conifer 
Control Programme, through Biosecurity New 
Zealand (BNZ), a business unit of the Ministry for 
Primary Industries (MPI).
Jobs for nature

Danial van der Lubbe, site project manager for 
DOC Tongariro, said the work is being undertaken 
by local contractors and DOC staff, with potential 
for other existing ‘Jobs for Nature’ projects to also 
be involved.

“If left unchecked, wilding pines would infest 
the sensitive landscape of the Tongariro region 
and crowd out the fragile plant life in the area,” 
explains Mr Lubbe.

“National Programme funding through MPI has 
allowed us to work in areas that previously we were 
not able to work on. It’s great to see both Horizons 
and DOC, with the endorsement of the iwi, work-
ing together to achieve important conservation 
outcomes.

“Working together we can prevent the spread of 
wilding pines and knock these invasive weeds off 

our maunga.”
One of the first jobs is to aerially-survey conser-

vation areas to locate wilding conifers for follow-up 
control activities. Control will then be either ground 
based (‘drill and fill’, ‘cut and paste’ or felling 
operations) or by aerial spraying.

Malinda Matthewson from Horizons Regional 
Council is the lead for the MPI Management unit 
“Tongariro”, which includes both conservation 
and private land.
Achievable

“Controlling wilding pines is achievable, but 
we still need to work consistently to manage them.

“Now that we have the National Programme 
this has really helped, as we have a better handle 
on where the trees are, and where the work needs 
to be done on a national scale.

“The relationships between DOC, Horizons and 
public groups have been very important in support-
ing the wilding pines work.

“This work could not be done without public sup-
port as well, and people now realise the importance 
of protecting our iconic landscapes.” 

Wilding conifers or wilding pines are introduced 
trees that are spreading across the landscape 
through natural regeneration. They already cover 
more than 1.8 million hectares of New Zealand and, 
prior to the National Programme, were spreading 
at an estimated 90,000 hectares a year.

The National Wilding Conifer Control Pro-
gramme was set up in 2016, taking a co-ordinated, 
collaborative approach to preventing the spread of 
wilding conifers.

Without the large-scale control undertaken by the 
Programme, 20% of New Zealand would be im-
pacted by wilding pines within 20 years, resulting 
in the loss of native species and natural landscapes.

Many central North Island landscapes would be changed completely if wilding 
pines were left to take over.
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Local newspaper advertising 
is alive and well right here in 

Ruapehu
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for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
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There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
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Ruapehu 

wants 

$7m from 

Freshwater 

Fund
Ruapehu District Council has applied for nearly $7m 

from the Government’s newly announced $100 million 

Freshwater Improvement Fund to help pay for upgrades 

to the Ohakune and Raetihi wastewater treatment plants.

However, the $100 million Freshwater Improvement 

Fund grants are to be spread over 10 years and RDC will 

likely face stiff competition from other councils.

If they are successful in getting these grants and with 

similar applications still to be made to the new Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund, this could mean the upgrades will 

cost the ratepayers nothing.

If no funding is received from the Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund then RDC ratepayers will have to 

pay the $6.75 million remaining.

RDC agreed to lodge the application after receiving 

a report from Environmental Manager Anne-Marie 

Westcott at last week’s council meeting in Taumarunui.

Her paper tabled a staged approach for the upgrades 

with both projects being spread over five years.

In Ohakune’s case the project would entail the 

construction of an enlarged wetland that will “polish” the 

treated effluent before discharge to land, rather than the 

current piped discharge to the Mangawhero River.

The total cost of the Ohakune project is expected to be 

$7.6 million.

As well as changes to the Raetihi plant, including the 

installation of UV treatment, an enlarged wetland would 

be constructed there too, to end the current discharge to 

the Makotuku River.

The total cost of the Raetihi project is expected to be 

$5.9 million.

Meanwhile RDC has also applied for an additional 

$40,000 from the Freshwater Improvement Fund to 

capitalise on the momentum gained in the establishment 

of the Nga Wai Ora o te Whangaehu to achieve 

catchment-wide water quality improvements.

A further $25,000 would be contributed by Horizons 

Regional Council and $15,000 by RDC to achieve this 

project.
Turn to Page 3

Out of the CACTUS: 

digging deep

Ohakune not the ski ‘poor cousin’: Copland

Ohakune is not the “poor cousin” to Taupo, 

in terms of the ski market, says new Ruapehu 

Alpine Lifts chief Ross Copland.

He told a gathering of business people at an 

open Ohakune 2000 Incorporated meeting on 

Thursday evening at the Powderhorn Chateau 

that Ohakune was the “jewel” in the market.

He was answering criticism from those 

present who felt that RAL’s plans to promote 

Taupo as the “premier ski destination” for 

the North Island was undermining Ohakune’s 

position.
Mr Copland said the number of skier days 

had dropped from a peak of 460,000 in 2010 to 

around 291,000 last year and they had to turn 

that around.
“We’re not taking people away from 

Ohakune – we’re planning on bringing more 

people to the region.”

He said Mt Ruapehu is a “pretty serious ski 

area”. 
“Whakapapa is bigger than Coronet Peak 

and Remarkables put together. Turoa has more 

vertical that Coronet stacked on top of the 

Remarkables.”

He said RAL needs the community as much 

as the community needs the mountain.

Ohakune 2000 supported RAL

Opening the meeting, past chairman Dave 

Scott gave summary of the work done so far by 

Ohakune 2000 Incorporated.

“We have supported RAL for years and 

Ruapehu College CACTUS programme students pull a McCarthy’s Transport 

logging truck through Ohakune on Thursday, ending their 8-week gut-busting  

youth development programme. See inside for details.
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New Museum 

entrance soon
A large exhibition gallery and council-run iSite will be an integral part of the new 

entryway build currently well underway at the National Army Museum in Waiouru.

“The new entryway is all about improving the visitor’s experience,” says marketing 

manager Nicola Bennett. 

“We want a more compelling ‘meet and greet’ space and are aiming to improve 

visitor flows.”

The new gallery space will be the museum’s largest and allows more scope to host a 

wider range of exhibitions and artefacts including large objects.

The new entrance connects to the Museum where the previous covered ‘ramp’ ran, 

from the Kippenberger pavilion, over the moat and into the main museum building. The 

new space continues past the ramp and out towards the rear carpark to create the extra 

gallery space.

“The inclusion of an iSite made sense given the large number of enquiries the 

Museum fields from visitors passing through and the (Ruapehu District) Council’s 

desire to establish an iSite in Ruapehu’s southern gateway,” said Mrs Bennett.

The $2.5 million entryway project has been funded by the Museum’s Trust Board 

with the help of the Lotteries Board and will also include an expanded retail gift shop.

Stanley Construction from Matamata is the main contractor and is looking to complete 

construction by the end of June. The short build time is achieved with the large amount 

of construction being pre-fabricated in Stanley’s Matamata factory.

Taupo use of snow and skiing 

images to promote Taupo as a tourism 

destination was another example 

of why maintaining investment in 

Visit Ruapehu is “so important”, 

says Ruapehu District mayor Don 

Cameron.
“As our Regional Tourism 

Organisation (RTO) Visit Ruapehu’s 

primary task is to promote the 

Ruapehu District to domestic and 

international visitors and get them to 

choose to visit and stay here.”

“The work Visit Ruapehu is doing 

in this regard is critical to ensuring 

that Ruapehu gets its fair share of any 

tourism expenditure in the region,” 

said Mr Cameron.

“It is not surprising that Taupo 

would use iconic images from 

within Ruapehu district such as the 

Tongariro and Whanganui National 

Parks and the Whanganui River and 

the experiences they offer to promote 

themselves as they are the ‘jewels in 

the crown’ for Central North Island 

tourism,” he said.

“Council believes, however, that 

there should be an agreement between 

Visit Ruapehu and Destination Great 

Lake Taupo on how they are used that 

reflects their whakapapa.”

“We cannot, and would not want to, 

stop Taupo and other districts using 

Ruapehu-based imagery to promote 

NZ tourism.”

“Our challenge is to leverage the 

opportunities this increased exposure 

brings in the way of increased visitor 

numbers.”

“Council believes that this actually 

provides a lot more upside potential 

than downside as any exposure of 

our core tourism attractions and 

experiences helps bring people into 

Ruapehu.”
“You cannot go skiing or walk the 

Tongariro Alpine Crossing in Taupo; 

you have to come to Ruapehu to do 

it.”
“Once here people spend money 

with local businesses and we have the 

opportunity to highlight and promote 

everything else we have to offer.”

Mr Cameron added it was also 

important to recognise that Visit 

Ruapehu was leading regional 

tourism development for the 

Ruapehu sub-region (Tongariro 

and Whanganui National Parks and 

Whanganui River) as part of the 

Accelerate25 economic action plan 

for Manawatu-Whanganui.

“Currently this involves the 

development of a ‘Ruapehu Regional 

Visitor Development Plan’, which 

will deliver a clear ‘value proposition 

and brand promise’ for the Ruapehu 

sub-region alongside a ‘Destination 

Development Plan’.”

“As the first of the government 

co-investment opportunities 

from Accelerate25, this work 

Taupo’s use of snow images means Ruapehu needs to keep 

investing in Visit Ruapehu, says the mayor, Don Cameron.

Taupo ski area? Can’t stop them, says mayor

Whakapapa 

work means 

snow is on 

its way

A digital preview of how the new Museum entry will look (below the 

flags).

A recent dusting of snow on Mt Ruapehu has signalled 

winter is on its way and the ski company says 2017 is 

set to be a bumper ski season, with new snowmakers 

opening the ski fields a month earlier than usual.

Work is also underway to transform Happy Valley into 

a new ‘Snow Park’ concept complete with carpet lifts, 

new access elevators and a dedicated snow play area for 

non-skiers.
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts CEO Ross Copland says the 

work is pretty much on schedule to open on time – “albeit 

with a few challenges along the way”. 

“The Happy Valley carpet lifts have been delayed in 

Singapore and will arrive in mid-May so it will be all 

hands on deck to get them operational by 3 June.”

“At this stage we expect the elevators to open late June 

so the nostalgic among us will have a few weeks to take 

one last ride on the double chair before it is removed for 

good.”
Snowmaking on Whakapapa lower mountain will 

The new ‘snow factory’ container is lifted into place behind the Rangatira Express.
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Ohakune's Full Service Property Managers

From holiday houses to long term rentals, the team at Ruapehu Chalet Rentals 

will professionally, and with care, manage your property; removing the stress and 

worry of protecting your investment.

info@ruapehu.co.nz   16 Goldfinch St   06-385 8149   www.ruapehu.co.nz
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DESIGN PRINT & SIGNPeppatree
45 Clyde St, Ohakune. Ph 06 385 9320

Council meetings, live 

to your screen?

Should Ruapehu residents be able to watch local council 

meetings on their screens? That question was put to Ruapehu 

District councillors at their Ohakune meeting on Wednesday by 

ex-community board member Lucy Conway.

She says there are many residents who can’t make it to council 

meetings but want to know about the debates and decisions that 

happen at the council table.

“You don’t get a feeling from the (written) minutes about 

what actually happened,” says Mrs Conway.

She told councillors that the technology had changed a lot 

and there are now cheap and easy ways to stream live video.

Mardi 
Gras 
canned 

for 2017
Alternative 2017 event planned; 

revamped OMG later

Ohakune Mardi Gras (OMG) street party has been 

cancelled for 2017, the Ohakune Events Charitable 

Trust (OECT) that owns the event has announced.

The event had been planned for 24 June 2017.

“It is disappointing as it is one of New Zealand’s most 

iconic and established events and we have no doubt our 

fans will also be disappointed by this decision,” said 

OECT chairman James Foubister.

But he added that it isn’t the end of OMG forever.

“OECT intends to bring back an event in the future,” 

said James Foubister.

“The look and feel will be very much dependant 

on feedback from our stakeholders, both locally and 

nationally and as a community, we are excited by the 

opportunities that this 

presents for OMG.”

He said partnerships 

will be the key to 

delivering a successful 

and sustainable event and 

the volunteer committee 

is looking forward to building relationships in the 

future, which supports the community’s vision. 

“In order for OMG to remain viable the Trust is 

obligated to ensure that the event is not only competitive 

and meets expectations but, more importantly, is cost-

effective for both the consumer and the Trust.”

“We have been monitoring iconic national events 

over the years such as Wellington World Sevens Leg, 

Auckland Nines, Big Day Out, Auckland City Limits, 

and McLaren Falls Festival to understand what is 

driving the decline in sales for these events and to learn 

from these.”
The Trust reports that loss for last year’s OMG event 

was $77,000.

“The 2011 Rugby World Cup had a negative effect 

on our visiting numbers to the region and in light of the 

up-and-coming Lions Tour, we felt that the date of the 

event conflicted with the first test match and this posed 

a great risk for both the reputation of the event and the 

Raetihi revamp kicks off

‘OECT intends 

to bring back 

an event in the 

future.’ 

Around 35 people attended the unveiling 

of concept plans for Raetihi’s township 

revitalisation at the local Barbed Wire Art 

Gallery on Thursday night, 27 April.

Specialist urban designers Bespoke 

Landscape Architects, who have been engaged 

by Council to work with Raetihi on developing 

the concept plans, attended to talk through the 

design ideas and answer any questions.

The concept plans build on conversations 

started between Council and the community 

last year, Raetihi Promotions 2025 Vision for 

Raetihi and input from the wider community.

Ruapehu mayor Don Cameron said it was 

fantastic to have such an enthusiastic response 

from the community to the unveiling of the 

plans.
“As with Taumarunui and Ohura that have 

been through this process, these initial concept 

plans are designed to start a conversation 

around township redevelopment and challenge 

peoples thinking on what could possibly be 

achieved.”
“Township revitalisation is a journey and 

Lee Brazier, landscape architect with Bespoke, explains the ideas for Raetihi last Thursday. Photo: Liz Brooker.

Lucy Conway, at right, discusses live streaming council 

meetings. This image is a screen shot of her test video.
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PM launches 

$100m ski 

projects

Tangiwai enginemen finally honoured

An idea over a cup of tea at the 

Main Trunk Rail Ohakune museum 

on July 2015 led to the honouring of 

the two railwaymen who lost their 

lives at Tangiwai on Christmas Eve, 

1953.
The Ohakune railway enthusiasts 

group, led by Tangiwai Memorial 

Committee chairman Bob Norling, 

then spent almost two years working 

towards the day on Sunday when the 

memorial stones were unveiled.

The event followed National 

Remembrance Day (28 April), which 

honours those who have died while 

working. KiwiRail had put forward 

the names of the two enginemen for 

remembrance.

Mr Norling said an MTRO 

member donated the money for a 

1-metre block of black granite for 

the memorial stone.

The stonemasons, in February 

2016, made contact with Kevin 

Ward who had donated a replica 

KA949 boiler plate.

In March 2016 MTRO worked 

with Ruapehu Lions to have the 

names of the 151 victims inscribed 

on the Tangiwai Memorial.

Peter Reidy from KiwiRail, on 

hearing the plans for the memorial 

for the enginemen, sponsored a 

larger black granite block for the 

memorial.
At the Christmas 2016 Tangiwai 

service, MTRO met with engine 

driver and Rail and Maritime 

Transport Union secretary for 

Hamilton, Tim Kerwin. He and 

Les Perrin, RMTU secretary for 

Palmerston North sponsored one of 

the flag stations.

The Lions and the Lloyd Morgan 

Charitable Trust sponsored the other 

In his first-ever visit onto Mt Ruapehu, 

the Prime Minister Rt Hon Bill English 

cut the ribbon to officially open the 

Rangatira chairlift and new all-weather 

snow factory at Whakapapa on Saturday.

The ceremony was held to mark the 

first $20m of investment at Whakapapa 

Ski Area, signalling the commencement 

of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts $100m 

reinvestment programme.

Mr English said he had been the MP for 

the area that included the Queenstown ski 

areas in the past.

“I have to, I suppose, humbly admit 

to the fact that (Whakapapa) is twice 

the size, it’s much higher, I’m told it has 

better snow, I’m told by Ross (Copland),” 

he told the gathering at the Rangatira lift.

He congratulated all those involved – 

iwi, shareholders, the Board, staff – on the 

developments, adding that it will lead to 

strong growth in the region.

“Probably 10 years ago we didn’t think 

(Ruapehu) was going to grow much and 

we’d mentally adjusted to that.”

But he said the RAL redevelopment 

along with other projects such as bike 

trails showed the area has dynamism and 

growth potential.

“We’re getting used to growing and 

getting good at it.”

“The relationships and history with iwi 

are being crafted into a progressive and 

Bob Norling, Tangiwai 

Memorial 
committee 

chairman, welcomes everyone 

to Sunday’s ceremony.

Families of the two enginemen cut the ribbon to unveil the memorial 

to the two Tangiwai Disaster heroes. Photos: Liz Brooker.

Turn to Page 6

Prime Minister Bill English cuts the ribbon launching RAL’s $100m reinvestment programme; from 

left: chairman of Ngati Hikairo Te Ngaehe Wanikau; RAL chairman Murray Gribben; Prime Minster 

Hon Bill English; Hon Louise Upston, MP for Taupo; Ian McKelvie, MP for Rangitikei (includes 

Ruapehu); RAL chief executive Ross Copland (obscured). Photo: Robert Milne.
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 52G Miro Street

1 1

For Sale offers invited over $349,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Make your mark on Miro

My vendor has enjoyed many years in this tidy,

practical chalet but now he's moving to the next stage

and selling to the next lucky buyer. Situated in popular

Miro Street, this quirky lock-up and leave is about

500m from the shops, cafes, bars and Carrot Park.

If you are looking for your first chalet or rental

property this is an ideal option. Featuring one

bedroom, plus mezzanine (comfortably sleeping up to

six), separate toilet, modern kitchen, heat-pump and

drying room it is the perfect base for summer or winter

adventures.

bayleys.co.nz/2900440

Boundary lines are indicative only

PRICE REDUCED

Raetihi 11 Plunket Street

Asking Price $169,900

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Turn your dream into reality

Don't miss this great opportunity to purchase a slice of

countryside just minutes from the main street of

Raetihi. The 15,783sqm (more or less) freehold block

holds the key to the rewards but needs some work to

get there.

If you are looking for a well-priced section then look no

further. If the great outdoors and peaceful living is

beckoning you, then options abound here. Come and

live off the grid, build a cabin or your dream home - the

good life awaits.

bayleys.co.nz/2900438

Smile in the sky?

Ohakune photographer Glyn Hubbard captured this “smile in the sky” over Mt Ruapehu on 5 January – “hopefully forecasting a happier 2022”!. The phenomenon is called 
a circumzenithal arc – an upside down rainbow – belongs to the family of halos arising from refraction of sunlight through ice crystals, generally in cirrus or cirrostratus 
clouds, rather than from raindrops. The arc is located at a considerable distance (approximately 46°) above the observed Sun and at most forms a quarter of a circle 
centred on the zenith. It has been called “a smile in the sky”. It is apparently not a rare phenomenon but “tends to be overlooked because it occurs so far overhead”.
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Local newspaper advertising 
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Ruapehu
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There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
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Ruapehu 

wants 

$7m from 

Freshwater 

Fund
Ruapehu District Council has applied for nearly $7m 

from the Government’s newly announced $100 million 

Freshwater Improvement Fund to help pay for upgrades 

to the Ohakune and Raetihi wastewater treatment plants.

However, the $100 million Freshwater Improvement 

Fund grants are to be spread over 10 years and RDC will 

likely face stiff competition from other councils.

If they are successful in getting these grants and with 

similar applications still to be made to the new Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund, this could mean the upgrades will 

cost the ratepayers nothing.

If no funding is received from the Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund then RDC ratepayers will have to 

pay the $6.75 million remaining.

RDC agreed to lodge the application after receiving 

a report from Environmental Manager Anne-Marie 

Westcott at last week’s council meeting in Taumarunui.

Her paper tabled a staged approach for the upgrades 

with both projects being spread over five years.

In Ohakune’s case the project would entail the 

construction of an enlarged wetland that will “polish” the 

treated effluent before discharge to land, rather than the 

current piped discharge to the Mangawhero River.

The total cost of the Ohakune project is expected to be 

$7.6 million.

As well as changes to the Raetihi plant, including the 

installation of UV treatment, an enlarged wetland would 

be constructed there too, to end the current discharge to 

the Makotuku River.

The total cost of the Raetihi project is expected to be 

$5.9 million.

Meanwhile RDC has also applied for an additional 

$40,000 from the Freshwater Improvement Fund to 

capitalise on the momentum gained in the establishment 

of the Nga Wai Ora o te Whangaehu to achieve 

catchment-wide water quality improvements.

A further $25,000 would be contributed by Horizons 

Regional Council and $15,000 by RDC to achieve this 

project.
Turn to Page 3

Out of the CACTUS: 

digging deep

Ohakune not the ski ‘poor cousin’: Copland

Ohakune is not the “poor cousin” to Taupo, 

in terms of the ski market, says new Ruapehu 

Alpine Lifts chief Ross Copland.

He told a gathering of business people at an 

open Ohakune 2000 Incorporated meeting on 

Thursday evening at the Powderhorn Chateau 

that Ohakune was the “jewel” in the market.

He was answering criticism from those 

present who felt that RAL’s plans to promote 

Taupo as the “premier ski destination” for 

the North Island was undermining Ohakune’s 

position.
Mr Copland said the number of skier days 

had dropped from a peak of 460,000 in 2010 to 

around 291,000 last year and they had to turn 

that around.
“We’re not taking people away from 

Ohakune – we’re planning on bringing more 

people to the region.”

He said Mt Ruapehu is a “pretty serious ski 

area”. 
“Whakapapa is bigger than Coronet Peak 

and Remarkables put together. Turoa has more 

vertical that Coronet stacked on top of the 

Remarkables.”

He said RAL needs the community as much 

as the community needs the mountain.

Ohakune 2000 supported RAL

Opening the meeting, past chairman Dave 

Scott gave summary of the work done so far by 

Ohakune 2000 Incorporated.

“We have supported RAL for years and 

Ruapehu College CACTUS programme students pull a McCarthy’s Transport 

logging truck through Ohakune on Thursday, ending their 8-week gut-busting  

youth development programme. See inside for details.
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New Museum 

entrance soon
A large exhibition gallery and council-run iSite will be an integral part of the new 

entryway build currently well underway at the National Army Museum in Waiouru.

“The new entryway is all about improving the visitor’s experience,” says marketing 

manager Nicola Bennett. 

“We want a more compelling ‘meet and greet’ space and are aiming to improve 

visitor flows.”

The new gallery space will be the museum’s largest and allows more scope to host a 

wider range of exhibitions and artefacts including large objects.

The new entrance connects to the Museum where the previous covered ‘ramp’ ran, 

from the Kippenberger pavilion, over the moat and into the main museum building. The 

new space continues past the ramp and out towards the rear carpark to create the extra 

gallery space.

“The inclusion of an iSite made sense given the large number of enquiries the 

Museum fields from visitors passing through and the (Ruapehu District) Council’s 

desire to establish an iSite in Ruapehu’s southern gateway,” said Mrs Bennett.

The $2.5 million entryway project has been funded by the Museum’s Trust Board 

with the help of the Lotteries Board and will also include an expanded retail gift shop.

Stanley Construction from Matamata is the main contractor and is looking to complete 

construction by the end of June. The short build time is achieved with the large amount 

of construction being pre-fabricated in Stanley’s Matamata factory.

Taupo use of snow and skiing 

images to promote Taupo as a tourism 

destination was another example 

of why maintaining investment in 

Visit Ruapehu is “so important”, 

says Ruapehu District mayor Don 

Cameron.
“As our Regional Tourism 

Organisation (RTO) Visit Ruapehu’s 

primary task is to promote the 

Ruapehu District to domestic and 

international visitors and get them to 

choose to visit and stay here.”

“The work Visit Ruapehu is doing 

in this regard is critical to ensuring 

that Ruapehu gets its fair share of any 

tourism expenditure in the region,” 

said Mr Cameron.

“It is not surprising that Taupo 

would use iconic images from 

within Ruapehu district such as the 

Tongariro and Whanganui National 

Parks and the Whanganui River and 

the experiences they offer to promote 

themselves as they are the ‘jewels in 

the crown’ for Central North Island 

tourism,” he said.

“Council believes, however, that 

there should be an agreement between 

Visit Ruapehu and Destination Great 

Lake Taupo on how they are used that 

reflects their whakapapa.”

“We cannot, and would not want to, 

stop Taupo and other districts using 

Ruapehu-based imagery to promote 

NZ tourism.”

“Our challenge is to leverage the 

opportunities this increased exposure 

brings in the way of increased visitor 

numbers.”

“Council believes that this actually 

provides a lot more upside potential 

than downside as any exposure of 

our core tourism attractions and 

experiences helps bring people into 

Ruapehu.”
“You cannot go skiing or walk the 

Tongariro Alpine Crossing in Taupo; 

you have to come to Ruapehu to do 

it.”
“Once here people spend money 

with local businesses and we have the 

opportunity to highlight and promote 

everything else we have to offer.”

Mr Cameron added it was also 

important to recognise that Visit 

Ruapehu was leading regional 

tourism development for the 

Ruapehu sub-region (Tongariro 

and Whanganui National Parks and 

Whanganui River) as part of the 

Accelerate25 economic action plan 

for Manawatu-Whanganui.

“Currently this involves the 

development of a ‘Ruapehu Regional 

Visitor Development Plan’, which 

will deliver a clear ‘value proposition 

and brand promise’ for the Ruapehu 

sub-region alongside a ‘Destination 

Development Plan’.”

“As the first of the government 

co-investment opportunities 

from Accelerate25, this work 

Taupo’s use of snow images means Ruapehu needs to keep 

investing in Visit Ruapehu, says the mayor, Don Cameron.

Taupo ski area? Can’t stop them, says mayor

Whakapapa 

work means 

snow is on 

its way

A digital preview of how the new Museum entry will look (below the 

flags).

A recent dusting of snow on Mt Ruapehu has signalled 

winter is on its way and the ski company says 2017 is 

set to be a bumper ski season, with new snowmakers 

opening the ski fields a month earlier than usual.

Work is also underway to transform Happy Valley into 

a new ‘Snow Park’ concept complete with carpet lifts, 

new access elevators and a dedicated snow play area for 

non-skiers.
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts CEO Ross Copland says the 

work is pretty much on schedule to open on time – “albeit 

with a few challenges along the way”. 

“The Happy Valley carpet lifts have been delayed in 

Singapore and will arrive in mid-May so it will be all 

hands on deck to get them operational by 3 June.”

“At this stage we expect the elevators to open late June 

so the nostalgic among us will have a few weeks to take 

one last ride on the double chair before it is removed for 

good.”
Snowmaking on Whakapapa lower mountain will 

The new ‘snow factory’ container is lifted into place behind the Rangatira Express.
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Ohakune's Full Service Property Managers

From holiday houses to long term rentals, the team at Ruapehu Chalet Rentals 

will professionally, and with care, manage your property; removing the stress and 

worry of protecting your investment.

info@ruapehu.co.nz   16 Goldfinch St   06-385 8149   www.ruapehu.co.nz

Make mum’s 

day

new gift’s insto
re...

DESIGN PRINT & SIGNPeppatree
45 Clyde St, Ohakune. Ph 06 385 9320

Council meetings, live 

to your screen?

Should Ruapehu residents be able to watch local council 

meetings on their screens? That question was put to Ruapehu 

District councillors at their Ohakune meeting on Wednesday by 

ex-community board member Lucy Conway.

She says there are many residents who can’t make it to council 

meetings but want to know about the debates and decisions that 

happen at the council table.

“You don’t get a feeling from the (written) minutes about 

what actually happened,” says Mrs Conway.

She told councillors that the technology had changed a lot 

and there are now cheap and easy ways to stream live video.

Mardi 
Gras 
canned 

for 2017
Alternative 2017 event planned; 

revamped OMG later

Ohakune Mardi Gras (OMG) street party has been 

cancelled for 2017, the Ohakune Events Charitable 

Trust (OECT) that owns the event has announced.

The event had been planned for 24 June 2017.

“It is disappointing as it is one of New Zealand’s most 

iconic and established events and we have no doubt our 

fans will also be disappointed by this decision,” said 

OECT chairman James Foubister.

But he added that it isn’t the end of OMG forever.

“OECT intends to bring back an event in the future,” 

said James Foubister.

“The look and feel will be very much dependant 

on feedback from our stakeholders, both locally and 

nationally and as a community, we are excited by the 

opportunities that this 

presents for OMG.”

He said partnerships 

will be the key to 

delivering a successful 

and sustainable event and 

the volunteer committee 

is looking forward to building relationships in the 

future, which supports the community’s vision. 

“In order for OMG to remain viable the Trust is 

obligated to ensure that the event is not only competitive 

and meets expectations but, more importantly, is cost-

effective for both the consumer and the Trust.”

“We have been monitoring iconic national events 

over the years such as Wellington World Sevens Leg, 

Auckland Nines, Big Day Out, Auckland City Limits, 

and McLaren Falls Festival to understand what is 

driving the decline in sales for these events and to learn 

from these.”
The Trust reports that loss for last year’s OMG event 

was $77,000.

“The 2011 Rugby World Cup had a negative effect 

on our visiting numbers to the region and in light of the 

up-and-coming Lions Tour, we felt that the date of the 

event conflicted with the first test match and this posed 

a great risk for both the reputation of the event and the 

Raetihi revamp kicks off

‘OECT intends 

to bring back 

an event in the 

future.’ 

Around 35 people attended the unveiling 

of concept plans for Raetihi’s township 

revitalisation at the local Barbed Wire Art 

Gallery on Thursday night, 27 April.

Specialist urban designers Bespoke 

Landscape Architects, who have been engaged 

by Council to work with Raetihi on developing 

the concept plans, attended to talk through the 

design ideas and answer any questions.

The concept plans build on conversations 

started between Council and the community 

last year, Raetihi Promotions 2025 Vision for 

Raetihi and input from the wider community.

Ruapehu mayor Don Cameron said it was 

fantastic to have such an enthusiastic response 

from the community to the unveiling of the 

plans.
“As with Taumarunui and Ohura that have 

been through this process, these initial concept 

plans are designed to start a conversation 

around township redevelopment and challenge 

peoples thinking on what could possibly be 

achieved.”
“Township revitalisation is a journey and 

Lee Brazier, landscape architect with Bespoke, explains the ideas for Raetihi last Thursday. Photo: Liz Brooker.

Lucy Conway, at right, discusses live streaming council 

meetings. This image is a screen shot of her test video.
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PM launches 

$100m ski 

projects

Tangiwai enginemen finally honoured

An idea over a cup of tea at the 

Main Trunk Rail Ohakune museum 

on July 2015 led to the honouring of 

the two railwaymen who lost their 

lives at Tangiwai on Christmas Eve, 

1953.
The Ohakune railway enthusiasts 

group, led by Tangiwai Memorial 

Committee chairman Bob Norling, 

then spent almost two years working 

towards the day on Sunday when the 

memorial stones were unveiled.

The event followed National 

Remembrance Day (28 April), which 

honours those who have died while 

working. KiwiRail had put forward 

the names of the two enginemen for 

remembrance.

Mr Norling said an MTRO 

member donated the money for a 

1-metre block of black granite for 

the memorial stone.

The stonemasons, in February 

2016, made contact with Kevin 

Ward who had donated a replica 

KA949 boiler plate.

In March 2016 MTRO worked 

with Ruapehu Lions to have the 

names of the 151 victims inscribed 

on the Tangiwai Memorial.

Peter Reidy from KiwiRail, on 

hearing the plans for the memorial 

for the enginemen, sponsored a 

larger black granite block for the 

memorial.
At the Christmas 2016 Tangiwai 

service, MTRO met with engine 

driver and Rail and Maritime 

Transport Union secretary for 

Hamilton, Tim Kerwin. He and 

Les Perrin, RMTU secretary for 

Palmerston North sponsored one of 

the flag stations.

The Lions and the Lloyd Morgan 

Charitable Trust sponsored the other 

In his first-ever visit onto Mt Ruapehu, 

the Prime Minister Rt Hon Bill English 

cut the ribbon to officially open the 

Rangatira chairlift and new all-weather 

snow factory at Whakapapa on Saturday.

The ceremony was held to mark the 

first $20m of investment at Whakapapa 

Ski Area, signalling the commencement 

of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts $100m 

reinvestment programme.

Mr English said he had been the MP for 

the area that included the Queenstown ski 

areas in the past.

“I have to, I suppose, humbly admit 

to the fact that (Whakapapa) is twice 

the size, it’s much higher, I’m told it has 

better snow, I’m told by Ross (Copland),” 

he told the gathering at the Rangatira lift.

He congratulated all those involved – 

iwi, shareholders, the Board, staff – on the 

developments, adding that it will lead to 

strong growth in the region.

“Probably 10 years ago we didn’t think 

(Ruapehu) was going to grow much and 

we’d mentally adjusted to that.”

But he said the RAL redevelopment 

along with other projects such as bike 

trails showed the area has dynamism and 

growth potential.

“We’re getting used to growing and 

getting good at it.”

“The relationships and history with iwi 

are being crafted into a progressive and 

Bob Norling, Tangiwai 

Memorial 
committee 

chairman, welcomes everyone 

to Sunday’s ceremony.

Families of the two enginemen cut the ribbon to unveil the memorial 

to the two Tangiwai Disaster heroes. Photos: Liz Brooker.

Turn to Page 6

Prime Minister Bill English cuts the ribbon launching RAL’s $100m reinvestment programme; from 

left: chairman of Ngati Hikairo Te Ngaehe Wanikau; RAL chairman Murray Gribben; Prime Minster 

Hon Bill English; Hon Louise Upston, MP for Taupo; Ian McKelvie, MP for Rangitikei (includes 

Ruapehu); RAL chief executive Ross Copland (obscured). Photo: Robert Milne.
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Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  

Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service
Landscaping

naturescapersnz@gmail.com

Certified Horticulturists (Hort.Cert.NZ)

KRISTIN 022 350 9220  VICKI 021 606 743
facebook.com/naturescapersnz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Spotlight on Horizons science over summer
This summer, Horizons Regional Council is 

highlighting some of the environmental science 
and monitoring programmes that underpin Coun-
cil’s policies and decision making. Wherever 
possible, this information is made publicly avail-
able, with Horizons swim spot monitoring results 
providing just one such example this summer.  

Horizons chair Rachel Keedwell says Council’s 
vision for the region is Tō tātou rohe – taiao ora, 
tangata ora, mauri ora / Our place – a healthy 
environment where people are thriving. 

“Horizons’ science and monitoring programmes 
help us to report on the state of our environment 
and informs our decisions, including refining our 
approach, to ensure that we target the right issues 
with the right actions,” says Cr Keedwell.
Spotlight on environmental science

“A summer science series, running now until 
the end of March, will be placing a spotlight on 
just some of Council’s environmental science pro-
grammes with a particular emphasis on freshwater, 
biodiversity, and climate change.

“The health of freshwater is one of our priority 
areas, with our research and monitoring activities 
helping to determine how water is allocated, how 
quality can be maintained and improved, and how 
use is changing over time. 

“This work involves measuring river flows, 
groundwater levels, rainfall levels and water qual-
ity, and using this information to report, analyse 
and support policy and programme decisions that 
are made about this valuable resource.

“Recognising Te Mana o te Wai and ensuring 

that we are leaving our environment in a good state 
for future generations, drives many of Horizons’ 
freshwater activities.

“We also want to ensure that when our com-
munities use our rivers, lakes and beaches for 
recreation that they have access to the latest water 
quality results. 
Swim spots 

“That is why each year between November 
and April, our science team monitors the health 
of 80 swim spots for potentially toxic algae 
(Cyanobacteria) and E.coli at freshwater sites, and 
Enterococci at coastal sites.”

Horizons science manager Lizzie Daly says 
E.coli and Enterococci are indicators of faecal con-
tamination that at high levels indicate a potential 
risk to human health. 

“Weekly samples collected from each of the 
region’s monitored swim spots are sent to an inde-
pendent accredited lab for testing,” says Dr Daly. 

“Results for these two indicators are received 
within 48 hours.”

Cyanobacteria appears as black mats on rocks 
in rivers and as green scum in and above water in 
lakes. These mats eventually peel off the rocks and 
wash up on river banks. Cyanobacteria can pro-
duce toxins that are harmful to humans and dogs.

Horizons’ research assistants have been trained 
to identify Cyanobacteria at swim spot sites and 
update the results on the LAWA website as soon 
as practically possible.

“All results are updated on the Land Air Water 
Aotearoa (LAWA) website, www.lawa.org.nz, 

where interactive maps show each of the swim 
spots tagged by a red, amber or green location 
maker to indicate whether it is safe to swim that 
week.”

Cr Keedwell says from swim spot monitor-
ing and freshwater management, to enhancing 
biodiversity and planning for climate change, 
Horizons 300 staff members can be found in the 
wider Manawatū-Whanganui Region throughout 
the year collecting environmental data, fixing bar-

riers to native fish passage, managing pest plants 
and animals, and planting to prevent nutrients and 
sediment entering waterways.

“Over the next few months we look to highlight 
some of our key science programmes and those 
that we work with which includes tangata whenua, 
iwi, central government and Crown Research 
Institutes, our regional council counterparts, the 
region’s city and district councils, and catchment 
care and community groups.

Monitoring the health of 80 swim spots around the Manawatu-Whanganui Region is 
part of Horizons’ summer science. Photo: HMW.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
• Plumbing & Drainlaying
• Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
• Fires & Solar 
• 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Handyman

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building
• Kitchen & Bathroom 

refits

homehandyman46@gmail.com

Call Luke for a free quote

Insulation

0800 327 946 Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV ElectricalOhakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent StoreYour Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

Ads

Ph 06 385 8532

Rats!
This space could have been yours. 

Call us today to grab it 
for next week.

Butchers

Ph/fax 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
All quality meat products available. 

Taking orders now for 
Christmas & New Year 
Hams made in store!
 We are now licensed
 to process all home kill
 and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

The King Country Trust (KCT) want to make 
a real difference to the day-to-day lives of 
their consumer beneficiaries. 

KCT has reviewed their Trust Deed to ensure 
it best serves their beneficiaries, reflects 
changing technology and is understood by 
all.  

It’s important that everyone has a chance to 
look at and consider what might be proposed 
as needing to change – the Trust has 
provided many opportunities for feedback 
– including public meetings and online and 
postal submissions.  

As a beneficiary, you have one final 
opportunity left to review and provide 
feedback on these changes.  

You can review the Trust Deed changes 
and provide feedback via our website: 
kcpowertrust.co.nz/trust-deed-review/  

The Trust will hear any final oral 
submissions at their meeting which is to 
be held at Oreti Village Resort in Pukawa 
or via Zoom link on Friday 21st January 
2022 at 10am and will then use this 
feedback to form their final decision at 
their Trust meeting the same day.  Please 
access the Zoom link on our website.

This meeting venue will be subject to COVID 
restrictions at the time.  Please refer to our 
website for up-to-date information.

For more information please contact:
Adie Doyle on 0274953308 or 

adiedoylenz@gmail.com

Fabulous front-liner required
Cheal is a professional services consultancy 
with a reputation for excellence. We are 
seeking a Receptionist/Administrator to 
join our Ohakune team, this is a part-time 
permanent role with flexibility and room to 
grow for the right candidate. 
We seek an individual who can provide:
• Exceptional phone manner and the 

ability to build relationships
• Proven administration skills 
• Solid working knowledge of the MS 

Office suite
• A keen eye for detail and the 

production of professional 
documents to a high standard

• Ability to prioritise a busy schedule 
with a can-do attitude 

• Aptitude to work independently, 
reliably and with flexibility

This role is 10 hours per week, with the 
flexibility of days and times to be mutually 
agreed for the right candidate. 

For further information please visit  
www.cheal.co.nz or or contact 

rachaelm@cheal.co.nz

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

F O R E S T R Y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441 Insulation & 

Heating Subsidies
Call Easy Insulation

0800 327 946

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free quote 
ring Alex Ferrier Building 
Services Ltd on 07-895-5890.

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

MAYOR in WAIMARINO

Mayor Don Cameron is 
available to meet residents and 
ratepayers to talk about any 
issues or concerns at Ruapehu 
District Council offices in 
either Ohakune or Raetihi. 
Arrangements can be made for people who are unable to travel 
to either office. To organise an appointment please call either 
Ohakune (06 385 8364) or Raetihi (06 385 4447).

RAILWAY MUSEUM & 
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m past 
Railway Station. Sponsored 
by The Ski Shed.

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

SITUATIONS VACANT

RUAPEHU LAW
Mark McGhie has an office at

Raetihi Chambers
Seddon Street

Fridays  9am – 1pm

Phone for appointment 021 2444 291

Tongariro Taupo Conservation Board 
Notice of Meeting Venue

Venue: Turangi DOC Office, 3 The Town Centre, Turangi
Date: 03 February 2022

Public forum: 1pm to 1.30pm

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting and 
engage with the Board during the public forum.

If you wish to address the board, receive an agenda or to attend 
the meeting remotely via MS Teams please contact Delyse 

Brooks for remote sign in options

Delyse Brooks
d.brooks@doc.govt.nz

PH. 027 286 7320
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-

advisorybodies/conservation-boards/tongariro-taupo

Field Operator
– Pest & Plant Team

Who we are:
Bolt Contracting Ltd is a Ruapehu based company 
17km South of Ohakune, working in conservation 
and environmental services. We specialize in 
predator management, pest plant management 
and planting. The company aims to help protect 
and improve our natural environment for future 
generations on a regional and national scale. 
Our clients include the local and regional council, 
community groups, farmers, Iwi and independent 
parties. 

What we need:
Bolt Contracting Limited is seeking a reliable, 
motivated employee who is passionate about 
the outdoors and pays attention to detail. We 
are looking for a responsible team member who 
is not afraid of physical hard work. This role will 
involve pest plant control and pest animal control; 
therefore, a level of fitness is required. The 
successful applicant will have the following skills 
(though not required)
• Grow Safe Certification.
• Controlled Substance Licence
• Driver’s licence.
• Experience with 4WD vehicles and motorbikes.
• Current First Aid certificate.
• Experience working in isolated locations.
• Good communication skills and the ability to 

work in a team.

Bolt Contracting Ltd provide training and 
support in these areas, along with other 
learning opportunities. We have a friendly team 
environment with competitive hourly rates and job 
completion bonuses.

If this interests you, please send through a 
cover letter and resume to Dion Hooper at bolt.
hooper@gmail.com 

Applications close 31st January 2022.

Kaimahi
He Puna Ora

(non-clinical role) Ruapehu
The Maori Health Outcomes Advisory Group 
of providers have formed an exciting service 
for wahine with pepi under 3 and whanau who 
are faced with alcohol and drug issues. The 
role will be based in Raetihi but will cover the 
Ruapehu area.
Are you someone that is innovative, creative, 
and experienced in Matauranga Maori and 
prepared to work differently in supporting 
mama, pepi and whanau who do not have 
strong relationships with services in the 
community? You will work one-on-one with 
mama and their whanau, as well as developing 
and facilitating matauranga Maori and well-
being wananga.
If you have these attributes, skills, experience, 
and desire, apply for this opportunity today.
The following are essential:
• Police screening and drug testing
• Covid-19 vaccinations
• Full driver’s license

Please go to our website at
www.teoranganui.co.nz/community-

workers for a job description. 

Closes: Friday 28 January at 5pm.
To apply for the position please send your CV 

to: Service Manager
Te Puke Karanga Hauora

Julie McDonnell
Email: petm@tpkh.co.nz

SITUATIONS VACANT

PLAYLE FENCING
Ohakune based - Rangitikei wide

• Hill country sheep and beef stations (stay out no 
problem)
• Dairy farm, riparian, water way conversions
• Lifestyle blocks
• Sheep and cattle yards
• Digger hire, fence lines, yard sites

027 366 9125

www.ohakune.info

Under the Trust Deed for the King Country Trust, notice is given that 
the following persons were duly nominated as candidates for the 
office of trustee to the King Country Trust (two vacancies) when 
nominations closed at 4pm, Friday 14 January 2022:
CARTER, Robert
GREENSLADE, Sandra

As the number of candidates does not exceed the number of 
vacancies, Robert CARTER and Sandra GREENSLADE are duly 
declared elected trustees of the King Country Trust.

Dated at Taumarunui, 14 January 2022

Dale Ofsoske, Returning Officer
Independent Election Services Ltd 
for  King Country Trust

DECLARATION 
OF RESULT OF 

ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICES

Hey 
kids – 
need 
extra 
pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu 
Bulletin requires 
Wednesday 
morning 
deliverers in 
Ohakune.

Phone Robert 
on 06-385-8532.
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Military Exercise
Blank Firing Training Activity

20-26 Jan 2022

The general public is to be advised that a New 
Zealand Army Exercise will be conducted in 
the Rangataua forest area over the period 20-
26 Jan 2022.

The exercise will involve up to 90 personnel of 
2nd / 4th Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment 
from Waiouru Military Camp.

Training will involve soldiers manoeuvring 
in and around the Rangataua Forest area 
carrying packs and weapons.

Blank ammunition will be used throughout 
the period. The exercise will also involve the 
movement of troops and vehicles by day and 
night. 

For more information please contact:
SSGT Ryan on 027 445 2611.

Advisory Notice

PUBLIC NOTICES

RUAPEHU COLLEGE
SPORTS COORDINATOR

15 hours per week

Role: to provide sporting activities, coordinate 
sporting events and to oversee the coordination 
and management of the college’s sports teams. 

Has a passion to support students in sports. 

Has experience running sporting events in a 
school setting.

Able to work independently and be a team 
player. 

Must be double vaccinated.

Applications to be emailed to officemanager@
ruapehu.school.nz and must include a covering 
letter and a CV.

SITUATIONS VACANT

RUAPEHU COLLEGE 

Opening Dates
for 2022

17 January – front office open 8.30am - 
3.30pm

Enrolment queries 06 385 8398
Uniform shop open by appointment

31 January – Seniors only

1 February – Põwhiri new students and staff

4 February – Teacher-only day

7 February – Waitangi Day Holiday

CLASSIFIEDS Iwi collective targets hesitancy 
over children’s vaccinations

Rapid response Covid teams 
grapple with shortage of nurses

Whanganui River tribes axe annual tribal 
pilgrimage because of Covid threat

NOTICE OF IMPOUNDING 
and PROPOSED SALE of 

IMPOUNDED STOCK
Impounding Act 1955 Section 46 (2)

The under mentioned stock, having been found 
roaming freely and trespassing on private property 
on a rural property in Raetihi, they have been seized 
for impounding on Wednesday 12 January 2022 by 
Ruapehu District Council.
One Ewe and 4 Cryptorchids
Notice is hereby given that unless claimed by the 
owner by Wednesday 20 January 2022 on Thursday 
21 January 2022 the stock will be sold by public 
Tender or otherwise disposed of in accordance with the 
Impounding Act 1955.
Tenders for the above stock are also invited from 
the public given the animals are not reclaimed by 
their owner. Tenders close at 3pm on Wednesday 2 
February 2022.
Details of the Tender may be obtained from Council’s 
office at 59-63 Huia St, Taumarunui, ph 07 895 8188, 
or online at www.ruapehudc.govt.nz. Highest or any 
Tender not necessarily accepted.

Dated this day 17 January 2022.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
An iwi collective’s Covid-19 campaign to lift 

Māori vaccination is out on the front foot with 
an online information blitz to tackle hesitancy 
about vaccinating children.

Children aged 5 to 11 years are eligible 
for Covid-19 vaccinations from Monday 17 
January.

Te Ranga Tupua iwi collective’s rapid re-
sponse efforts have focused for the past month 
on sending its four mobile clinics into the least 
vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South Taranaki, 
Rangitīkei and the Waimarino.

But rapid response co-lead Elijah Pue says 
from Monday an intensive online initiative 
provides information, answer questions and re-
spond to concerns about children’s vaccinations.

“We’re going to be over the next two weeks 
hosting some hui online and some webinars and 
zooms so that our people can have access to the 
right information,” Pue said.

“We know already anecdotally that hesita-
tion for paediatric vaccination is much higher 
than what we’ve experienced before and it’s 
legitimate.

“Parents are genuinely concerned about vac-
cinating their children and that’s okay. We just 
need to ensure that our people have the right 
information and are talking to the right people 
so they can answer all those questions that those 
people might have.”

Pue says the iwi collective will continue to 
target under-vaccinated hotspots and places 
where families congregate.

“We’re going to continue our mobile rollout 
which goes to the hard-to-reach communities, 
goes to the rural areas, goes to the middle of 
townships. We’re encouraging whānau vac-
cinations, which is what we’ve done from the 
start, going down next to the swimming pool .... 
We’re going to places where families will go.”

Te Ranga Tupua has been funded by the 
government for a 15-week drive to improve the 
uptake of Covid-19 vaccination among Māori 
in its area. The campaign runs until mid-March.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A leader of an intensive effort to boost 

Māori Covid-19 vaccinations says nurses are 
in short supply and it’s time to look at training 
more Māori.

Ngāti Rangi iwi entity Ngā Waihua o 
Paerangi Trust sets up its rapid response mo-
bile clinic in Ohakune. Ngāti Rangi iwi entity 
Ngā Waihua o Paerangi Trust sets up its rapid 
response mobile clinic in Ohakune. Photo: 
Supplied / Te Ranga Tupua

Four Māori health providers are sending out 
mobile clinics in the Waimarino, Rangitīkei, 
Whanganui and South Taranaki regions as 
part of the Ranga Tupua iwi collective’s rapid 
response vaccination rollout.

But Te Ranga Tupua operations co-lead 
Elijah Pue says recruiting the number of reg-
istered nurses needed as vaccinators for the 
15-week mobile clinic initiative and beyond 
is proving tough.

The Ngāti Rangi iwi entity Ngā Waihua o 
Paerangi Trust is advertising for registered 
nurses to deliver vaccinations from the mobile 
clinic in the Waimarino area, which includes 
some of the least vaccinated communities in the 
country. The iwi trust has permanent and fixed-
term, fulltime and casual roles available, start-
ing immediately, and is offering $45 an hour.

“Across the motu and here at home in the 
wider Whanganui rohe we’re having real issues 
trying to recruit clinicians,” Pue said.

“Everyone – the DHB, Māori health pro-
viders and others - are all looking for nurses 
to support the Covid vaccination rollout. It is 
proving to be challenging at the moment.

“It’s time for us to think seriously about how 
we’re upskilling our people and supporting 
them to do that, and also supporting them to 
come home and share their skills, experience 
and qualifications with our people.”

Pue said targeted iwi nursing scholarships 

could help build the numbers of qualified cli-
nicians needed in the regions and rural areas.

But he said any investment should be teamed 
with alumni programmes that encourage gradu-
ates to bring their skills home to give back to 
their marae, hapū and iwi.

“A lot of people are struggling with connect-
ing with their iwi. The challenge for us is that 
reconnection and what’s that point for them to 
start coming home?” Pue said.

“How do we help people understand what it 
means to receive a scholarship - what’s their 
give-back? How can the wider iwi benefit from 
that level of investment?”

By Moana Ellis, Local 
Democracy Reporter

The tribal river wānanga 
the Tira Hoe Waka has 
been cancelled for only the 
second time in more than 
30 years.

The two-week journey 
down the Whanganui River 
for the River tribes has 
been happening every year 
since 1988, but has been 
axed for the second year 

running because of the 
threat of Covid-19.

Tira Hoe Waka executive 
committee chair Hayden 
Potaka said with up to 400 
people typically involved 
in the annual event, the 
committee could not risk 
the Tira becoming a super-
spreader event.

“The main reason for 
this decision is the pres-
ervation of life. Delta was 

significant and the numbers 
were high. And even with 
the traffic light system 
we were still unsure if we 
could remain safe on the 
awa during that period.”

Potaka said on average 
the Tira has 120-140 pad-
dlers on the water each 
year.

“And then we’ve got ex-
tended whānau that would 
be supporting from the 
marae and as roadies, and 
also those of the hau kāinga 
on our marae, the ahi kā 
– between 300 and 400 

people in total, so we can-
not take the risk of having 
the virus exploding within 
our rohe.

“We will remain cautious 
for the foreseeable future.”

Potaka said the decision 
does not mean smaller 
groups cannot organise to 
paddle parts of the river, as 
they did in January 2021.

“Upholding our connec-
tion to the awa and to one 
another can be achieved 
via smaller-scale events in 
the various reaches of the 
awa,” he said.

The Tira Hoe Waka is a 
mainstay of the Whanganui 
River tribal calendar. It is 
usually held every January 
over 15 days, with a flo-
tilla of canoes and kayaks 
travelling the country’s 
longest navigable river and 
visiting ancient marae sites 
and wāhi tapu along the 
way, from Taumarunui to 
Whanganui city.

Planning will begin in 
the new year to enable the 
Tira Hoe Waka to go ahead 
in 2023.

Tira Hoe Waka executive committee chair Hayden Potaka says the annual 
tribal pilgrimage down the Whanganui River has been cancelled for only 
the second time in its history. Photo/Moana Ellis
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Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu
Ruapehu District Council

CLASS 4 (GAMBLING) VENUE POLICY REVIEW
A ‘sinking lid’ proposal to reduce the number of pokie machines 

and pokie machine venues in Ruapehu over time
Ruapehu District Council believes that the negative social impacts of pokie machines outweighs any positive contribution they make to life in Ruapehu. 
As such, Council is proposing to adopt a sinking lid policy on pokie machines and pokie machine venues. This would mean that:
• There will be a no new Pokie machines or venues would be allowed to be established in the Ruapehu district, and,
• If a current pokie machine operator gives up their licence to operate Pokie machines the machines and the venue licence can not be transferred to a new 

operator or location.
The intention of the policy proposal is to see a permanent decrease in Pokie machines and Pokie machine venues in Ruapehu district over time.

Consultation is open on the ‘sinking lid’ proposal until Friday 4 February 2022 
More info including a Statement of Proposal is available from Council’s website ruapehudc.govt.nz or any Council office

Having your say is easy
Making a submission can be as simple as completing the questions above indicating which option you support then ‘freepost’ or drop back to Council. You can also tell us what you think by any of 
the other easy feedback methods offered that may suit you better.  If you tick 'no' we would appreciate any ideas on an alternative. You can get your feedback to us by:

• via the mail
Freepost 492
Ruapehu District Council, Private Bag 1001
Taumarunui 3946 

• via email
consultation@ruapehudc.govt.nz

• On-line
Use our on-line submission form on our website www.ruapehudc.govt.nz or 
comment via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/ruapehudc

• In person
Drop your completed Feedback Form with your comments and any other 
supporting documentation into your local Council office.

FEEDBACK

Do you support Councils recommendation to place a sinking lid on the 
number of Electric Gaming Machines (Pokies) in the district?

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

Do you support Councils recommendation to place a no relocation policy 
on the number of class 4 venues in the district?

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

Use the QR code for 
more info and an online 

feedback form


