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Three Waters 
motion 
dubbed ‘dumb’ 
and ‘divisive’

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A Ruapehu District Council meeting overheated as councillors opposed 

one member’s stand against the way co-governance with Māori on the 
proposed Three Waters entities was proposed to be set up.

The council’s online meeting on Wednesday last week got heated 
when councillor Adie Doyle said he was “really struggling” with the co-
governance model, and a motion he 
put forward was criticised by other 
councillors as “dumb” and “divisive”.

In a question and answer session 
with Allan Prangnell, Department 
of Internal Affairs director of the 
Three Waters review, Doyle zeroed in on the Government’s proposal for 
the new entities to be governed by 50-50 representation of councils and 
mana whenua.

“I look at the Treaty and Article 2 says they’ve got tino rangatanga over 
the assets that they own, but I can’t see how Māori own a reticulated water 
supply the council owns. I can’t find anything in the Waitangi Tribunal and 
even the principles of the Treaty don’t talk about co-governance.

“Case law doesn’t talk about co-governance. It’s not even in the Labour 
Party manifesto, but it is in a Cabinet paper.

“I just want to understand how such a small group of people can have 
such a massive influence over something which I think is going to backfire.”

Prangnell said the co-governance proposal does not translate to iwi own-
ership of the assets. He said Article 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi references 
Māori rights and interests in natural resources.

“It’s not an ownership claim for the pipes.”
Prangnell said he would forward to the council the Treaty analysis used in 

developing the Three Waters reforms proposals. It is understood the council 
has not undertaken Treaty of Waitangi training.

Article 3 was about the Crown’s obligations to look after Māori as mem-
bers of the community.
Treated badly

“In the area of water, we know Māori are significantly over-represented 
in terms of communities really badly served at a basic service level – boil 
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Waimarino jab fans

As of Tuesday this week, close to 2500 
doses of the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine had 
been administered in the Waimarino, with 
two more clinics this week and next week.

Overall, 46% of the eligible popula-
tion of the Whanganui DHB reason are 
now fully vaccinated, advises a DHB 
spokesman.

“It is vitally important that every 
eligible person gets vaccinated,” said the 
spokesman.

“This is the way to protect themselves, 
their whanau and the community from 
Covid-19 and to see an end to lockdowns.

“The vaccine is free, safe and efficient, 
and it is an important part of opening 
up the country and getting life back to 
normal.

“The vaccination campaign in Whan-
ganui, Rangitikei and south Ruapehu is 
now open for everyone aged 12 years and 
above, and we love to see the Waimarino 
community playing its part.

“You can book your appointment by 
going online at BookMyVaccine.nz or by 
calling the COVID Vaccination Health-
line 0800 28 29 26 (this is open from 8am 
to 8pm, seven days a week).”

Figures so far for the Waimarino clinics 
are: Ohakune first dose 686, second dose 
154. Total: 840. Raetihi first dose 905, 
second dose 415, Total: 1320. Waiouru 
first dose 159, second dose 101. Total: 260

DHB staff have also visited Ruapehu 
College and there will be some vaccina-
tions done at home for the disabled, or 
those who struggle to access clinics.

“So the overall number will be slightly 
higher than the sum of the totals above.”

The overall total for the Whanganui 
DHB region is 65,399. First dose 39,984; 
Second dose 25,415.

Dawn from Raetihi gets her second dose of the Covid-19 vaccine in Raetihi last week from nurse Tina 
Wallace. Dawn said she wanted to get the vaccination so she could visit her mokopuna and great mokopuna 
and keep them safe. Clinic staff said that the numbers visiting the vaccination clinics was steady, after 
earlier hiccups and now have between 100-180 people each day. Two days of clinics are being held in the 
Waimarino each week – one in Raetihi and one in Ohakune. (see notices on Page 5 for details).
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Contemporary café, bar and restaurant. Come and try our new 
small plates menu. Enjoy quality wine, craft beer, food and friendly 
service in our spacious, family friendly establishment.  Fireside 
lounge and children’s play area, cosy indoors or perfect alfresco 
dining with spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual 
get togethers or special occasions. Open 7 days, 4pm till late.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 
3pm daily 7 days a week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm.

INDUSTRY BAR & GRILL
55 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9006
Come on in and enjoy our delicious $20 mains or try one of 
our new signature dishes. At Industry we welcome everyone 
to share some great times. To make a booking give us a call 
or message us on Facebook. Open 7 days from 4pm. www.
industrybarandgrill.co.nz  

UTOPIA CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy 
food and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, 
Allganics juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of 
smoothies. There is a function room too for meetings and special 
occasions. Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

THE KITCHEN 
4 Thames St, Ohakune Junction   Ph: 06 385 8664
Specialising in affordable and friendly, fresh and tasty modern 
fare.  Soft shell tacos, steak plates, home made dumplings, poke 
bowls, a full range of vegan, vegetarian and gluten free options. 
Ohakune's most thoughtful drink list including a great range 
of NZ craft beer. Eat in or takeaway. Open from 4pm, next to 
Powderkeg, Ohakune Junction. 

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Retro Day 2 October
Alzheimers Whanganui – Ohakune Visit  tbc November

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Snow discounts for locked down Aucklanders
Aucklanders who have been in lockdown and North-

landers who haven’t been able to travel south are being 
offered a 50% credit towards a 2022 season pass, Ruapehu 
Alpine Lifts has announced.

“As we head towards the last quarter of our season, we 
want to stop and acknowledge our friends in Auckland and 
Northland. We know that you have been doing it tough and 
we thank you for your commitment to stopping the spread 
of Covid-19,” states RAL in a newsletter.

“To those of you who own a 2021 season pass, we know 
that when you bought your pass, you would have been 
hoping to make the most of it. So were we. 

“While we all see a glimmer of hope in Auckland’s 

A Whakapapa view that few people get to see, especially with Aucklanders not able to leave their city. Shane Buckingham, 
head of grooming, says of his picture: “on a night like that (21 September) , it makes you appreciate the maunga and 
environment that we are privileged to work on.”

recent move to Alert Level 
3, it looks like up to half 
of your winter season with 
us could be impacted by 
lockdown.”

The credit is for anyone 
in Auckland and Northland 
who is unable to use their 
season pass more than four 
times this season. It will be 
able to be redeemed online 
from Friday 22 October.

“In addition to this, we’d 
like to offer all existing 
season pass holders, not just 
limited to Auckland and 
Northland, the opportunity 
to renew at the same rate 
as 2021 (excluding free 
passes). 

“We wil l  share our 
broader 2022 pricing with 
you on 22 October, but you 
can be assured, any changes 
in paid season pass prices 
will not impact you.”

The company is also 
extending its ‘buddy pass’ 
allocation to season pass 
holders. The buddy pass 
allows a 50% discount 
for up to four day passes. 
This has been extended to 
allow 50% off the “already 
d i s c o u n t e d  w e e k d a y 
prices”.

“Our  season i s  the 
longest in New Zealand 
and we remain intent on 
extending our season into 
November, as long as the 
conditions allow. In the 
last week, we have seen 
the Far West T open for 
the first time this season 
and the West Ridge Quad 
for the first time in two 
seasons. The spring skiing 
conditions have been lush.

“To our Auckland and 
Northland friends, we hope 
that you will be able to join 
us at some point before the 
season ends.”
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We’re moving 
to retailer billing
From 1 October, electricity retail 
account holders from across 
TLC’s network region will receive 
one bill combining both lines 
charges and power charges. 

Find out more about the rollover to  
retailer billing at thelinescompany.co.nz

Most customers will move 
to retailer billing and won’t 
need to do a thing. 

You’ll simply begin receiving 
one bill from your retailer 
from 1 October 2021. 

RETAILER 

BILL

 BILLS ROLLOVER

OCT
1

#1235

water notices, no reticulated supply, infrastructure 
quite often passing a marae but not connected up.”

The proposed governance structure reflected 
the Government position that mana whenua have 
legitimate interests in the health of the waterways 
from which water is taken and discharged back 
to, he said.

“It’s from this perspective, not an ownership 
perspective, that the Government is saying we 
want this to be a partnership in the oversight of 
the performance of the entities.”

Councillor Neeson asked Prangnell for “a really 
good explanation of why it’s 50% Māori/50% 
council”. She said some of the board would be 
required to have competency in te reo Māori and 
provide a Māori perspective but she asked what 
other competencies and “level of professionalism” 
would be required.

Prangnell said the legislation would stipulate 
that appointments to entity boards would be 
competency-based.

Doyle asked if it was fair that under the proposed 
50-50 partnership, 50% of “the people who have 
contributed 100%” would be accountable to 
the ratepayers or users, and 50% would not be 
accountable to that group – “they’re going to be 
accountable under a kaupapa Māori model”.

Prangnell responded: “The Government is 
saying on behalf of communities – both Māori and 
non-Māori – here’s a partnership between local 
government and mana whenua in terms of holding 
the entities to account. The entities will be under a 
huge amount of scrutiny. I’ve explained that logic, 
whether you support that or not. I understand that 
people will take different views on that across the 
country.”

Doyle then asked what strings would be attached 
to the council’s $16m “better-off” package from 
the Government, adding there appeared to be “an 
obligation to consult with Māori” attached to 
accepting the sweetener.

Prangnell said he did not view that as “a string”. 

It was a consultation obligation not a right of veto.
“Government wants councils to engage with all 

of their community.”
Based on proportion

After the Q&A session, Doyle moved that 
“a majority of councillors prefer the proportion 
of mana whenua representation to be based on 
population”. The motion was seconded by Neeson.

Six councillors, including Neeson, then spoke 
against the motion.

Councillor Elijah Pue said the Waitangi Tribunal 
interim report on the National Fresh Water and 
Geothermal Resources Claim (Wai2358) in 2012 
found that local government and Government 
must involve iwi and hapū in the management 
of fresh water and freshwater ecosystems, and 
reflect tangata whenua values and interests in the 
management of and decision making regarding 
fresh water and freshwater ecosystems.

Pue – the council’s youngest member and one of 
its two Māori councillors – said the Three Waters 
co-governance proposal was an indication of the 
arrangements that could be expected in the future.

“Māori aren’t just a random grouping of people 
in Aotearoa. We are tangata whenua, minority or 
not.

“It is 2021. This is just the start of it and we need 
to get on board. To even have to argue the point of 
why co-governance or why Māori voices should 
be heard, when water is a taonga and is protected 
under the Treaty of Waitangi ... I feel like we’ve 
come too far to have to re-litigate a conversation 
around what place Māori have in the governance 
arrangements of this country.”
Just dumb

Councillor Robyn Gram asked for the resolution 
to be removed.

“It’s just dumb. We’re all sharing this water – 
there shouldn’t be a majority or a minority. We all 
want good, clean water.”

Councillor Viv Hoeta said the motion was 
divisive and co-governance was not about 
ownership.

In his right of reply, Doyle said nobody was 
saying Māori shouldn’t be involved at governance 
level.

“My argument is that it shouldn’t be co-
governance. These decisions haven’t been made 
in Parliament, they haven’t been made in any 
constitution. You talk about working together for 
the benefit of all. I totally agree, but I think this is 
going to cause a significant division in the country 
rather than bring people together.”

When Neeson tried to respond further, Doyle 
called a point of order. He repeated the call a fur-
ther five times when CEO Clive Manley and mayor 
Don Cameron attempted to seek a clarification, 
saying it was against standing orders.

“The mover has the last right of reply and after 
the last right of reply, the vote must be taken.”

The motion was defeated with no support from 
other councillors.

The Mayor said the council has a long way to go 
before making a decision around Three Waters. It 
has compiled a list of questions – including some 
of the questions put to Prangnell in the Q&A ses-

sion – which it will put to the Minister.

Elijah Pue.

From Page 1

3 Waters representation should be population-based, says Doyle

Councillor Adie Doyle called a series of points of order when a councillor sought to 
make further comment on his anti-co-governance motion, and when the CEO and the 
Mayor tried to seek clarification. Photo: livestream screenshot.
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THE         CROSSWORD

Across
1. Skites (4-4)
7. Rub hard, scrub (5)
8. Trademark (5,4)
9. Persona taken on by both Topp Twins 
(3)
10. Origin (4)
11. Temper tantrum (colloq) (6)
13. The “door” at a winery shop (6)
14. Popular dessert (6)
17. NZ’s biggest daily newspaper (6)
18. South Island bach (4)
20. Charge (3)
22. Rainbow’s End is one (5,4)
23. Buy a round (5)
24. Decoration (8)

Down
1. Teetotal (5)
2. Having a streak of luck (2,1,4)
3. Parents (colloq) (4)
4. A half G (6)
5. Farmer (inf) (5)
6. Roll along (7)
7. A gull is one (7)
12. All Black brothers (7)
13. Bewilder (7)
15. Area between elbow and wrist (7)
16. Customer (6)
17. Bird on $2 coin (5)
19. Motorcyclist (5)
21. Maori greenstone tool (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Jacinda Ardern, 8. Confetti, 9. Edgy, 10. Fillet, 12. Totara, 14. Utu, 15. 
Static, 17. Artist, 19. Tawa, 21. Scrounge, 23. Unaccompanied. 
Down: 1. Canoeist, 2. Wilful, 3. Edit, 4. Pahiatua, 5. Advent, 6. Frog, 11. Tuck Shop, 
13. Resigned, 16. Trance, 18. Truant, 20. Acne, 22. Ripe. Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday

ALL RATES PLUS GST

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep: Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

Advertising Rates

Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 

Display 
Casual $5.40 per col cm 
300cm $4.32 per col cm 
500cm $4.05 per col cm 
1000cm $3.56 per col cm 
2500cm $3.24 per col cm 
5000cm $2.91 per col cm 
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Run-ons (16 words) $10.00 
Extra words,  61c each 
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Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402

Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Snowboard thievss 
Turangi Police have located six snowboards, which 

were stolen at Tūroa and Whakapapa ski fields in July 
2021.

Staff executed search warrants across four Turangi 
properties, between 4 and 14 September, and recovered 
the snowboards, which were stolen over three days in 
July.

In addition to the snowboards, three firearms were also 
located and seized as well as several hundred cannabis 
plants.

Follow up enquiries have identified five people 
involved in the snowboard thefts.

The offenders will be trespassed from both Whakapapa 
and Tūroa ski fields for two years, and will likely face 
charges relating to theft, firearms and drugs.

“The ski industry is a significant part of our local 
economy,” says Sergeant Lane Demchy.

“When offending occurs on our mountain we will 
make every effort to hold people accountable.”

“In this case it’s great to be able to recover some of 
the stolen property and return it to the rightful owners.”

Climate anxiety
• Avaaz members just funded the biggest-ever survey on 

climate anxiety in children and young people – surveying 
10,000 people in 10 countries around the world. In every 
country, it shows that anxiety about the planetary crisis 
is very high, and it’s not just because we’re witnessing 
devastating climate disasters, it’s also linked to govern-
ments consistently failing to take decisive, meaningful 
action to stop the crisis.

Here’s what the study found:
45%. Nearly half of global youth surveyed (45%) say 

climate anxiety is affecting their daily lives: how they play, 
eat, study, and sleep.

75%. More than seven in ten (75%) believe “the future 
is frightening” – jumping to 81% of youth surveyed in 
Portugal and 92% in the Philippines.

58% said governments were “betraying me and/or future 
generations,” while 64% said their governments are not 
doing enough to avoid a climate catastrophe.

39%. Almost four in ten youngsters (39%) said they are 
now hesitant about having children.

These results are scary, but psychologists say it’s not 
just affecting children. Climate anxiety is being felt by 
people of all ages.

Has Ruapehu College done a survey like this? Do our 
local students debate these questions?

Are we all aware of the danger of more dithering? 
It threatens to make a bit of a joke of our delusions of 
security, the pension plans, the cunning investments, the 
big house with the electric garage door, the flash car ... 
You can’t blame the kids for being a little nervous. This 
year NZ will import over 1.2 million tons of Indonesian 
“shitty” coal, and burn it.

Paul Beckett

Ruapehu College replies:
• The students at Ruapehu College briefly discussed 

climate change as part of the Social Studies programme. 
Part of the discussion touched on the point that New Zea-
land passed its Zero Carbon amendment to the Climate 
Change Response Act in 2019, which sets a target for all 

greenhouse gases except for biogenic methane – methane 
from agriculture and waste – to reach net-zero by 2050. 
Methane emissions from these two sectors represent over 
40% of New Zealand’s current emissions [https://climate-
actiontracker.org].

Following are some quotes from students when asked 
if they are anxious about climate change:

“I’m a little worried about it but not really. If it is 
something that will happen in a very long time it doesn’t 
bother me that much.”

“A little bit. It’s a bit scary to think that the world is 
changing all around us and that in a long time the world 
is going to be completely different.”

When asked if the government is doing enough:
“I think that our government is doing enough because 

they got rid of plastic bags from supermarkets.”
“I am not sure what our government is doing at the 

moment but since this question is here I think they are 
probably not doing much.”

When asked what we could do as a nation:
“Stop making plastic water bottles and use metal water 

bottles instead.”
“... Put the bad gases into a filter like in Singapore.”
Would you be willing to make changes to your lifestyle:
“Yes because even though I’m only one person, that’s 

a little bit less damage to the planet.”
“Maybe buying fewer things or when it comes to buying 

a car getting an electric one.”
As the college reviews and develops its junior 

curriculum to reflect local stories and issues, climate 
change and anxiety may be covered at a deeper level in 
the future.

Marama Allen, Ruapehu College principal

Life-saving flights 
continue in lockdowns

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter com-
pleted a total of 26 missions, including 
11 inter-hospital transfers, three medical 
incidents, nine rescues and three motor 
vehicle accidents in August. 

“Even throughout the nationwide 
lockdown, missions were unabating and 
your rescue crew continued to positively 
impact patients’ lives daily, including to 
locations in the likes of Murupara, Turangi, 
Tokoroa and Rotorua,” says Sharni Weir 
from the rescue service.

Among the rescue missions was one on 
Thursday 12 August, the onboard crew 
assisted a patient who had sustained a 
leg injury in Whakapapa. The patient 

was flown to Rotorua Hospital for further 
treatment. They were later tasked to 
transport a patient in their sixties suffering 
a cardiac event from Rotorua Hospital. The 
onboard crew flew the patient to Waikato 
Hospital for further treatment.

August ended with a mission to 
Murapara for a patient in their sixties 
suffering a cardiac event. The onboard 
crew of the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
transported the patient to Waikato Hospital 
for further treatment.

“Donations are what keep missions like these 
possible. Help the Waikato Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter continue to save lives by donating 
today at rescue.org.nz.” asks Sharni Weir.

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter is a regular visitor to Mt Ruapehu’s ski 
fields. Photo supplied.
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You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling:

BOOK
NOW! 

0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

You can book 
now by calling: 

0800 28 29 26 
or going online to: 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Protect against COVID-19 
WAIMARINO 
Vaccination Clinics

You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling: BOOK

NOW!0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

Awhi Kingi 
Kaimahi

Visit: health.govt.nz and covid19.govt.nz  for more information

WWeeddnneessddaayy    2299    SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,    1122ppmm  --  77ppmm

0800  NN  RRAANNGGII 
 or Ngāti Rangi: 

If you have previously booked for a Monday 
clinic in the Waimarino, please call us to 
reschedule.

TThhuurrssddaayy        3300        SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,          99aamm  --  33ppmm

Te Pae Tata, 43a Ruapehu Road, Ohakune You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling:

BOOK
NOW! 

0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

You can book 
now by calling: 

0800 28 29 26 
or going online to: 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Protect against COVID-19 
WAIMARINO 
Vaccination Clinics

You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling: BOOK

NOW!0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

Awhi Kingi 
Kaimahi

Visit: health.govt.nz and covid19.govt.nz  for more information

WWeeddnneessddaayy    66    OOccttoobbeerr,,    1122ppmm  --  77ppmm
TThhuurrssddaayy      77      OOccttoobbeerr,,    99aamm  --  33ppmm

The Centre, 14 Seddon Street, Raetihi

0800  NN  RRAANNGGII 
 or Ngāti Rangi: 

If you have previously booked for a Monday 
clinic in the Waimarino, please call us to 
reschedule.

Owhango celebrates 
Rivers Day, with plants

World Rivers Day was celebrated with Owhango Alive at Ohinetonga Reserve on Sunday, with 
tree planting and talks by friendly DOC staff part of the annual gathering. This year the focus 
was on the critically endangered pekapeka/long tailed bat, where the group heard about local 
populations following recordings in the Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve. The recording survey in June 
by DOC ranger Luke Easton had been carried out after locals had spotted bats flitting around at 
dusk. The World Rivers Day event is to “acknowledge the treasure” that the Whakapapa River/
Awa is and how its health keeps the endemic whio/blue duck population healthy. The planting 
spree was focussed on planting native trees and flaxes in the reserve, around the banks of the 
Reserve (pictured). Photo: Murray Wilson.

Pink Ribbon needs 
volunteers for 
Waimarino

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ is urgently 
seeking people in the area to volunteer for 
its Pink Ribbon Street Appeal this October.

Around 10,000 Pink Ribbon volunteers 
across the country will take to the streets 
on 29 and 30 October to collect donations 
for breast cancer research, education and 
patient support. But the appeal may be at 
risk of cancellation in Ohakune and Tai-
hape unless volunteer area co-ordinators 
are found there to oversee local collection 
sites. 

Area co-ordinators manage a small team 
of collectors and are supplied with all mate-
rials required to look after their local sites. 
Anyone interested in being an area co-ordi-
nator is asked to sign up at: pinkribbonvol-
unteer.org.nz/becoming-area-coordinator

Breast cancer is the most common can-
cer for Kiwi women. Each year, around 45 
women are diagnosed in the Whanganui 
DHB area.

Ah-Leen Rayner, chief executive of 
Breast Cancer Foundation NZ, said: 

“As a charity that receives no govern-
ment funding, we rely entirely on the 
generosity of New Zealanders to keep 
our vital work going. But once again, the 
uncertainty caused by Covid-19 lockdowns 
has dealt a crushing blow to our fundraising 
efforts. And without more volunteers in this 
region, we can’t run our street appeal here.

“By giving up a few hours you’ll be 
making a huge difference in the fight 
against breast cancer. The money raised 
will help to save lives through cutting-edge 
research, the promotion of early detection 
and supporting patients through their treat-
ment and recovery.”

To volunteer for the Pink Ribbon Street 
Appeal, please visit pinkribbonvolunteer.
org.nz, email pinkribbon@bcf.org.nz or 
phone 0508 105 105.

Ohakune Squash

Rods to roll into Ohakune
More than 50 hotrod and custom vehicles from the Taupo Rod and Custom Club 

will roll into Ohakune on Saturday. 
With pandemic measures still around, the Club has had to make some changes to 

their plans and will gather at the Ohakune Club on Saturday morning and people are 
welcome to head along to admire the cars, from 11.30am to around 1pm.

“There is some epic machinery hidden in sheds in this district,” said Ohakune car 
enthusiast Duane Dixon.

“Because of our location events like this tend to pass us by. Here’s a major national 
one coming to us.

“Come join in, have a look and meet people who share our passion.”

The first rounds of the Masters, Seniors and Junior 
club champs were completed last week. All semi-finals 
are scheduled Wednesday 6pm to 8pm. The four finals 
will then be played on Thursday.

Ruapehu zone interclub continues next Tuesday with 

catch up rounds. Ohakune Two play Ohakune One whilst 
Waiouru play Ruapehu College.

Ohakune’s Open tournament is due for the weekend 
of 15 October. Around forty entries have already been 
received with most of them from outside the region.
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Proposed solution for 
making water affordable
The Government’s proposed solution is to establish 
four large multi-regional water entities that would 
replace the 67 separate councils (or their agencies) 
which currently manage their district 3 waters 
services independently. It is proposed that the new 
multi-regional water entities will take-over delivery 
of water services from 1 July 2024.
The reforms also include the establishment 
of a new water regulator Taumata Arowai and 
associated regulatory reform. Taumata Arowai 
will act as a protector of consumer interests and 
provide mechanisms to recognise treaty rights and 
prevent future privatisation.

It is proposed that Ruapehu would 
be part of Entity B.

Government believes that the proposed 
multi-regional entities will deliver benefits 

of scale and provide the solution to meeting 
affordability challenges, higher drinking 

water and environmental regulations and 
rising community expectations.

Reform benefits
Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) analysis 
estimates that without reform that the average 
yearly water costs per household will climb to 
$9,620 over the next 30 years. Council’s own 
analysis projects a marginally different average 
water cost per household of $10,478 per annum. 
DIA further estimates that if the reforms proceed 
that the average 2051 water cost for household’s in 
Entity B will be only $1,220.

Water cost projections of around $10,000 
per household without reform highlight the 

affordability issues we face in meeting higher 
water compliance standards as a small rural 

council that we have been talking about for a 
number of years.

For most councils, including Ruapehu, removing 
water-related debt from our balance sheet will 
improve our financial position. It will potentially 
create more opportunity to focus on improving 
community wellbeing and working in areas such as 
housing.

Impact on the future of 
local government
Government recognises that the reforms as 
proposed will mean significant changes to the 
delivery of water services and ‘what councils do’.
As such the 3 Waters Reform Programme has 
become part of a larger discussion around the 
future role of local government.
Ruapehu has been allocated $16.4m from a $2.5 
billion ‘Better Off-Not Worse Off’ package for 
councils to help support the sector through 3 
waters reform changes.

Next steps
Every council has been asked to take a close look 
at the reform proposals and assess their impact on 
them and their community and provide feedback to 
Government by the end of September. 
While both Government and LGNZ consider that 
the national case for change has been made each 
council needs to make its own assessment if to 
remain committed to the reform process.

Council has workshopped and discussed the 3 
waters reform proposal in Council meetings in 
order to give feedback on the proposal, identify 
issues and solutions to Government.
At this stage, while recognising the unaffordability 
(from a debt perspective) should we ‘opt out’ of the 
reform process, we have a number of reservations 
on the proposed model we want more information 
on regarding; 
• co-governance, 
• the ownership structure, and,
• ensuring effective representation. 
Council has provided our feedback to Government 
who is considering next steps, including the 
timeframes and responsibilities for any community 
consultation.
                                                              

Entity C

Entity B

Entity A

For some time there has been widespread acknowledgement of the pressing 
challenges facing councils being able to provide the necessary 3 waters 
(drinking, storm and wastewater) services and infrastructure. 
A water borne campylobacter outbreak in Havelock North in August 2016 
that caused significant illness was the catalyst for Government initiating 
a three-year reform programme seeking a comprehensive, system-wide 
transformation of 3 waters service delivery arrangements. 

The reform process has estimated that NZ needs to spend between $120 
billion to $185 billion over the next 30-40 years on 3 waters infrastructure.  
In Ruapehu we estimate that without financial support meeting the required 
drinking water compliance standards alone would see our debt balloon to 
over $100m. The Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) is forecasting that 
Council will need to spend $600m to meet expected regulatory standards 
across three waters assets.

What’s the problem 
with water?

Key points 
• There is widespread acknowledgement of the 

challenges facing councils in providing water 
infrastructure and services

• Estimated NZ needs to spend upwards of 
$185b on 3 waters infrastructure 

• Ruapehu estimate upwards of $600m
• Government solution proposes 4 multi-

regional entities and a water regulator 
Taumata Arowai

• New entities will takeover councils water 
assets and debt

• Regulator will protect consumer interests, 
recognise Treaty rights, prevent privatisation

• Councils will still own the water assets
• Iwi will have a co-governance role
• Without reform estimated household water 

costs will climb to around $10,000 per year
• 3 waters reform tied to the future of local 

government
• All councils are providing feedback to 

government on the reform proposals by 30 
September

• Ruapehu is still considering its position and is 
seeking clarification on a number of issues.

• Government has said it will listen to councils 
feedback and then advise next steps 
including on community consultation

3 Waters Reform
    DRINKING WATER              WASTEWATER                 STORM WATER

Community consultation and more info:
Council has not asked the community for their thinking on 3 waters reform as the firm advice is that currently this would be premature.
Government has undertaken to review all council feedback and then advise the next steps including on community consultation shortly.
In the interim, if you want to ‘dig deeper’ please see Council’s website ruapehudc.govt.nz which includes links to official government    
3 waters information and details of our two hui on 3 waters reform in Taumarunui (Wed 13 Oct) and Raetihi (Wed 20 Oct)
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New trout season looks promising for Ruapehu

Council karakia or prayer up for discussion

Rugby reps

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporter

Ruapehu District councillors are to 
hold a workshop on karakia to help 
decide whether to open meetings 
with karakia or any other form of 
prayer or acknowledgement.

The council is to take up an of-
fer from Waimarino iwi leader Che 
Wilson to run the workshop after a 
councillor walked out in May in pro-
test at the use of a 12-second karakia 
to open a meeting.

Councillor Elijah Pue had been 
opening hui for several months with 
Wilson’s karakia Tēnei Te Pō, fol-
lowing an invitation to do so from 
the mayor, Don Cameron.

He says karakia have now ceased 
until the workshop and further 
discussion with councillors on how 
council meetings should be opened.

“I understand we’re just waiting 
to programme that workshop and 
discussion in,” Pue said. 

“I don’t think people’s issue 

around the 
council ta-
ble was the 
karakia it-
self. It was 
more that it 
just started 
to happen 
without us having the discussion first.

“Everyone’s kind of on the same 
page – that the conversation needs to 
be had around, one, whether or not 
we should have karakia, and two, 
what type of karakia that should be.

“There are a lot of people both on 
council and in the public who don’t 
believe in God or praying or higher 
beings, and I respect everyone’s 
choice to choose who they pray or 
might not pray to.”

In May, councillor Adie Doyle 
walked out before the opening kara-
kia, saying he was uncomfortable 
with opening a public meeting with 
any formal system of belief, whether 
it was “a karakia, a Hail Mary or 

an Our Fa-
ther”. He 
said that he 
would pre-
fer politics 
and rel i-
g ion  d id 
not mix.

Ruapehu District Council agendas 
do not include an opening prayer or 
karakia.

Pue described Tēnei Te Pō as more 
of a reflection than a prayer, and a 
traditional acknowledgement of the 
natural world.

“It’s a protective enchantment, 
I suppose – it asks the mountain, 
Ruapehu, to give us guidance and 
strength to get on with the mahi we 
have in front of us, for the betterment 
of our community.”

It did not reflect any particular 
religion but was more about pausing 
to reflect and prepare mentally, emo-
tionally, physically and spiritually for 
the work ahead.

Pue said the English translation 
of the karakia included the word 
‘divinity’, which appeared to be 
“something people are getting caught 
up on”.

“It may be that a special karakia 
could be written for the council that 
is cognisant of everyone’s belief or 
non-belief – a karakia that says the 
things people are comfortable with.”

Pue said the issue has gone off 
the radar because of urgent work 
including Māori wards, representa-
tion arrangements and the possible 
re-purposing of the Ruapehu District 
Māori Council, but he understood the 
mayor was looking at scheduling a 
time for the workshop.

The Whanganui District Council 
and some of its committees include 
“Opening prayer/karakia” in their 
Order of Business, Rangitīkei Dis-
trict Council opens its meetings with 
“Welcome/prayer” and Horizons 
Regional Council agendas open with 
“Welcome/karakia”.

The words of the karakia Tēnei Te Pō, with a transla-
tion in English, are as follows:
Tēnei te pō
Tēnei te ao
Te tū nei kei au ko Ruapehu
E tū ake nei
Tū tahi ki a piri
Tū tahi ki a toko
Kia hua mai te mana Atua
Kia hua mai te mana tangata
Tū te rangi kia whano
Tū te rangi kia rea
Haumi ē
Hui ē
Tāiki ē

Like night
And day
I transition daily
Standing and aspiring
To be like my lofty mountain Ruapehu
Standing in support
Realising our divinity
Celebrating our humanity
Aspiring to the heavens
Discovering my infinity
Consciously declaring my intent today
United and ready to progress the purpose of com-
ing together.

This year the new trout fishing season 
gets underway on Friday 1 October, which 
means anglers have the opportunity to take 
a long weekend to get back out on the rivers 
and enjoy the peace and solitude that comes 
with the fishing.

Fish & Game acting regional manager, 
Allen Stancliff, says there have been no 
damaging winter or early spring floods in 
Ruapehu District rivers and they are in good 
condition for fishing.

Locals will be hard pressed to go past the 
Manganui a Te Ao River for their early season 
fishing, as the river supports a significant 
fishery for brown and rainbow trout and is 
also notable for its outstanding scenic values 
and whio (blue duck) population. Angling 
use is low by national standards and there 
are plenty of undisturbed fishing spots to be 
found. In the middle reaches the river can be 
reached from the campsite at Ruatiti Domain. 
Access to much of the rest of the river requires 
landowner permission. 

Contact details are in the Ruapehu Fisher-
ies section of the Fish & Game website, but 
phone before you drop into the valley as there 
is no coverage close to the river.

The upper Mangawhero River contains a 
good population of brown trout and is another 
fishery well worth as visit. The Mangawhero 
River Walkway (Ayr Street carpark) gives 
access to some good pools within Ohakune 
and there is also access from the Mangawhero 

River Road and Pakihi Road bridges.
The Retaruke River is another fishery back 

on the radar. A recent review of the upper 
river found that over the last five years the 
headwater Erua slip has stabilised and water 
quality has improved significantly. An electric 
fishing survey in late December 2020 found 
good numbers of brown and rainbow trout 
fry and anglers have reported that the fishery 
has also rebounded.  As a result, the regula-
tions for the Retaruke will revert to all legal 
methods and a two-trout daily bag limit for 
the 2021 season. The upper river will close to 
fishing on 30 April to protect spawning trout.

Many anglers will find that spin fishing 
will be a productive method in the early 
season, with 7-10 gram tobies, mepps/veltic 
bladed lures and rapalas all likely to take 
fish. Scented soft baits can also be used to 
good effect. For the flyfisher, an indicator 
rig fished upstream with a deeply weighted 
nymph and trailing smaller unweighted or 
lightly weighted conventional mayfly or cad-
dis imitation nymph is often effective.

For more information on local fishing 
opportunities go to https://fishandgame.org.
nz/taranaki and click on “Taranaki Fishing 
Locations & Access” and then on “Ruapehu”. 

Anglers are reminded that they need a cur-
rent fishing licence available online via the 
Fish & Game website or from local sports 
shops.

Anticipation on the Manganui a Te Ao. Photo: Maurice Broome.

Crater Lake 
now cooling

Another heating phase has passed at Mt Ruapehu. Over the last two months the tempera-
ture of Crater Lake (Te Wai ā-moe) rose from 20°C to 39.5°C, peaking on 4 September 
and has now cooled to 28°C. The Volcanic Alert Level at Mt Ruapehu remains at Level 
1, reports the Institute of Geological and Nuclear Sciences Limited (GNS).

Typically, over periods of months, Crater Lake undergoes heating and cooling cycles.
In late December 2020 the lake heated to 43°C marking the high point of that cycle. 

Later in April of 2021 a second cycle reached a maximum of 41°C. The latest cycle is 
the third this year and the heating phase lasted from early July to early September 2021, 
during which the temperature rose from 20°C to 39°C.

During the heating cycle the lake colour changed to a darker grey, from a blue-green 
colour. GNS says this is typical as sediments on the lake floor are disturbed during the 
influx of hot fluids and are suspended in the lake water.

The modelled heat flow into the lake has now dropped from 350-400 MW at the peak 
of the heating to around 200 MW (megawatt).

The lake is currently not overflowing into the Whangaehu River.
Routine monitoring at Mt Ruapehu includes gas measurement flights and Crater Lake 

(Te Wai ā-moe) water sampling.
“The results from these visits and of our continuous monitoring of volcanic earthquake 

activity, tremor levels, and lake temperature and water level indicate that key monitoring 
parameters remain within normal ranges,” says Craig Miller, duty volcanologist.

The Volcanic Alert Level stays at Level 1 which reflects the current level of volcanic 
unrest.

The Ruapehu Premier Rugby players and coach representing the Whanganui 
Heartland Rugby team are, from left: Campbbell Hart (captain), Roman 
Tutauha, Jamie Hughes, Gabriel Hakaraia and KImi McNaught (forward 
coach). The team had a delayed start to the Heartland competition because 
of the pandemic lockdown, but beat Poverty Bay on Saturday 65-13. A support 
group of 100 people were able to watch the game. Photo: Merrilyn George.
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College farewells Vadya
Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff 

and students
Last week the college farewelled Science and 

Maths teacher Vidya Ram, who has moved back 
to Hamilton with her family. Current teaching 
staff will cover these classes for the remainder 
of the year. 

Year 13 PE trip
PE teacher Campbell Hart and five Year 13 

students undertook an overnight mini-trip as part 
of their assessments involving planning. 

The purpose of this was to practice organisa-
tional skills and learn about risk management. 
The trip saw them mountain biking 44km along 
Fishers Road in National Park. 

“A small element of tramping was done pushing 
our bikes uphill,” said student Paige Pearce. 

The group camped overnight at Blue Mountain 
Adventure Lodge and took to Tongariro River the 
following day on a white-water rafting adventure. 

“The weather was great and although thoroughly 
exhausting – they were tucked up in their tents by 
9pm – the students enjoyed their trip as it felt like 
their last camp whilst at College,” said Mr Hart.
Netball

The college netball team had their first loss in 
a long time 26-16 against Whanganui Collegiate. 
This coming weekend is their last game and they 
are awaiting the draw to see if they play for 1st/2nd 
place or 3rd/4th place.

Ruapehu College students are sitting their benchmark exams this week.

Ruapehu golf
Fifteen in the field today (Sunday), despite the on and off rain, some good rounds played in the 

stableford haggle.
Spud won his club champs match against Anton on 17, 2 up 1 to play. Mick won his club champ 

junior final against Joey 36 holes over 2 days on 13, 6 up 5 to play. Well done lads.
One division played: 1st Wing Young with 39 points; 2nd Jerry Jordan 37 points; 3rd Andy Entwisle 

35 points; 4th Mick Young 35 points on a countback; 5th Aiden Gilbert 34 points.
Three twos; Andy on 17, Wing on 9 and Aiden on 17. Adam Hinana hit in for eagle on 8.
Speaking of eagles the Club has the Eagles club day coming up in October. Date to be confirmed. 
Classic Tournament coming up Saturday 6 November. Ambrose on Sunday 7th.
Twilight is due to start on the week after the Classic Tournament weekend.
“Try get in and get all matches played please before the end of the year,” says Pieta Gilberd. 
“If you can’t be available let our club captain know that you will default.”
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Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Here comes the sun ...
Time to service your vehicle, bus, truck or tractor air-conditioning.

Time to check your chiller, beer fridge or refrigeration before summer hits.
Time to install or service your home air-conditioning.

Call us today for a service appointment or free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $50, trailers $35
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, 

ATV’s, side-by-side
• Batteries

Right here in Raetihi

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringHeat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry pickers, 

pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, 

post hole borers, furniture 
trailer, concrete equipment, 

rollers & compactors, 
portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Experts ~ at your service
Builder

Ph 021 333 594

Builder Available
Renovations

Refurbishments
Bathrooms

Repairs & Maintenance
Great Service

Quality Workmanship
Qualified Tradesman

Call Darryl Cooper
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Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Guaranteed heating, 
even on the coldest days

HyperCore is the only heat pump in NZ that 
guarantees its full rated heating capacity 

right down to -15 degrees!

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 5 Tussock Way

4 2 2

Asking Price $572,000

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Tucked away on Tussock

Way

If you have been looking for a low maintenance home

close to town - look no further! This spacious four

bedroom, two bathroom home certainly ticks a lot of

boxes. Recently refurbished by the current owners, it

is immaculately presented and will suit as either a

holiday home or family home.

Upon entering the home the wood-lined interior is

warm and inviting, the woodburner in winter creates

instant ambiance and new owners can enjoy the

convenience of two living areas to spread out in.

bayleys.co.nz/2900412
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Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Here comes the sun ...
Time to service your vehicle, bus, truck or tractor air-conditioning.

Time to check your chiller, beer fridge or refrigeration before summer hits.
Time to install or service your home air-conditioning.

Call us today for a service appointment or free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $50, trailers $35
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, 

ATV’s, side-by-side
• Batteries

Right here in Raetihi

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

EngineeringHeat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry pickers, 

pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, 

post hole borers, furniture 
trailer, concrete equipment, 

rollers & compactors, 
portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Experts ~ at your service
Builder

Ph 021 333 594

Builder Available
Renovations

Refurbishments
Bathrooms

Repairs & Maintenance
Great Service

Quality Workmanship
Qualified Tradesman

Call Darryl Cooper
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window treatments
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Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Tucked away on Tussock

Way

If you have been looking for a low maintenance home

close to town - look no further! This spacious four

bedroom, two bathroom home certainly ticks a lot of

boxes. Recently refurbished by the current owners, it

is immaculately presented and will suit as either a

holiday home or family home.

Upon entering the home the wood-lined interior is

warm and inviting, the woodburner in winter creates

instant ambiance and new owners can enjoy the

convenience of two living areas to spread out in.

bayleys.co.nz/2900412
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

BUSINESS NOTICESBUSINESS 
NOTICES

RAETIHI COSMOPOLITAN CLUB

OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR

This part time position would ideally suit 
a local person with some of the duties 
performed from home.

Ideally the successful applicant would have 
experience including payroll, reconciliation 
in Zero, internet banking, lodging payments 
and wages and excellent computer skills.

References expressing prior administration/
financial experience would an advantage.

If you have the necessary experience and 
this position sounds right for you please 
phone The Manager, Raetihi Cossie Club, 
027 385 4089.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Derek Allomes Trading Ltd has made an application 
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the issue of an On Licence in respect of 
the premises situated at 29 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 
known as The Blind Finch.  The general nature of the 
business to be conducted under the licence is that of a 
Restaurant and Bar.  The days on which and the hours 
during which alcohol is intended to be sold under the 
licence are: Monday – Sunday 8.00am – 12.00am.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the second publication of this notice. This notice 
was first published on 22 September 2021.

Ohakune Automotive Ltd
Mechanic Wanted

We have a full-time position available for an 
experienced mechanic to carry out general 
repairs, maintenance and servicing on trucks 
and machinery, etc.

This position comes with a top pay rate and 
vehicle to complete work on and off-site as 
required.

The successful applicant will have:
• Experience with repairs and maintenance 

and/or Qualified Mechanical Certificate
• Current drivers licence
• Able to work unsupervised and complete 

tasks to a high standard.

Email CV to:
ohakuneautomotive@gmail.com

Contact Cam 027 586 1015.

SITUATIONS VACANT

FOR
SALE

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free 
quote ring Alex Ferrier 
Building Services Ltd on 
07-895-5890.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

FIREWOOD THE 
WOODSHED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

FIREWOOD LOGS mixed 
loads only txt/call Keith or 
Tom on 027-358-4898.

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

DOG 
BOARDING 
KENNELS

MITREDALE, OHAKUNE
Your dog’s home
away from home

Vaccination Certificate 
Essential

Ph 027-453-1916

E S S E N T I A L 
FIREWOOD. New season 
wood. Also limited supply of 
dry available. Call for prices 
per 1.1m3 bin. Daniel 
027-575-8377.

Deadline for 
all advertising 
bookings and 

copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

RAILWAY MUSEUM & 
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m past 
Railway Station. Sponsored 
by The Ski Shed.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Ruapehu Health seeks an experienced 
manager to provide strategic direction in 
a primary health care environment, 
based in the Raetihi community.

For more details see the vacancies page 
at: www.wrhn.org.nz/vacancies and 
complete the application form. 

Manager Integration
Ruapehu Services

www.
ohakune.info

MEDITRAIN NZQA
First Aid Courses

Basic First Aid, Re-certification
Workplace First Aid

Covering unit standards 6400-6401-6402
Thursday 7 October

Lions Den, Arawa Street, 8.45am
Phone Sandra Spier 06-388-1109

or 027-688-1109.
Sandra Spier, First Aid Instructor is licensed 
to MediTrain Ltd, registered and accredited 

NZQA provider.

DP & MA THOMSEN Ltd
394 Taupo Road 

Taumarunui 3920

Trading as 
Thomsen’sTimber

Anne Thomsen and family would like to 
inform all our loyal customers that after 38 
years the timber and treatment yard has new 
owners.

To everyone who has supported us from 
1983 to 2021, we thank you, in particular 
thank you to those who have supported  
since the the passing of Douglas Thomsen. 
To Roy Bougen and Ivan Thurston thank you 
for your help.

We have  handed over to the capable hands 
of Mitch and Thomas Keropa and partner 
Brian MacAnnally trading as Taumarunui 
Timber and Treatment Ltd and we wish them 
every success. 

Roy Bougen remains as plant operator. 
Contact yard phone 07 895  8559

Mitch 027 786 4537
Thomas 020 4111 6070

thomas@taumarunuitimbertreatment.
co.nz

Hey kids 
– need 
extra 
pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu 
Bulletin requires 
Wednesday 
morning deliverers 
in Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 
06-385-8532.

Near-fatal 
accident 
becomes 
gift of time 
through will

September is Wills Month and the great and generous 
act of naming a charity in your Will can have an impact 
well into the future.

It is also one of the most significant gifts that anyone 
can give to help save a life.

Bruce and Gill know how fragile life is after an horrific 
accident almost ended Bruce’s life.

Bruce, a tough back-country farmer, cut an artery in his 
arm while shearing sheep on their very isolated property. 
It was potentially fatal, with his life ebbing away in front 
of his terrified wife’s eyes. Bruce had literally minutes, 
not hours, to live.

“The 111 communicator told me the helicopter was 13 
minutes away … 10 minutes away … 5 minutes away. 
Bruce had lost the ability to reason and we were trying to 
talk to him, to keep him with us. He was slipping away,” 
said Gill, who, with quick thinking, had grabbed a screw-
driver to use for a tourniquet on his severed wrist.

“I swear to this day, the sound of the helicopter ap-
proaching was in time with my heartbeat. It was absolutely 
amazing hearing that flying in and landing in the paddock 
beside the house.”

The rescue helicopter swooped in just in time and a 
time-critical flight was undertaken in under five minutes 
to Whanganui Hospital – the flight of Bruce’s life.

“The rescue helicopter gave us the most precious gift 
of all – time,” said Gill.

“It was such an incredible life-saving gift. It was the 
main reason that we wanted to leave a bequest in our Will 
for the rescue helicopter, not just out of gratitude, but with 
the desire to give someone else that gift of time … time so 
often cut short with no warning, time to say the things we 
need and want to say to our loved ones,” she said.

Today, over 6000 people owe their lives to the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter established by a Trust formed from a 
legacy in 1985 when Philips, a private company, lost two 
of its senior executives in a light aircraft crash.

Those who have made provision for a gift to their rescue 
helicopter in their Will are helping build on that initial 
legacy, like Bruce and Gill, to enable their rescue helicop-
ter to plan for the future and continue life-saving missions.

Bruce and Gill are grateful for the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter service that helped save 
his life.

Hey kids – need extra 
pocket money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning deliverers in Ohakune.
Phone Robert on 06-385-8532.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers

RUAPEHU BULLETIN  15 September 2021 • 1

Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori, Celebrating Māori Language Week  P: 06 385 8532
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www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Raetihi good sorts on the telly

Two women who have been the drivers of the Raetihi 

Makotuku Walkway Project were in focus for Hadyn 

Jones’s camera for Sunday night’s ‘Good Sorts’ segment.

He gets around 50 nominations a week for the slot at 

the end of the One News hour, but said Carina McNie 

and Donna Journueax’s nomination was “a no-brainer”.

He said not only have they restored a section of waste-

land into a beautiful native walk, but they also helped 

restore the community’s spirit.

Carina owns a plant nursery and was asked to supply the 

plants and leave, but she stayed to provide a helping hand.

“Carina and I became a team after that,” Donna told 

Hadyn Jones
They persuaded some of the town’s digger drivers to 

help them out.

“I wanted the challenge. I wanted to see if I could create 

something,” McNie said.

As well as the walkway, they and their numerous volun-

teers have built a BMX track and a “fairy walk”. They’ve 

also added art pieces along the way, and gained funding 

to concrete some of the pathways under the Accessible 

Walkways fund.

Then they discovered ‘Snookerbobs’ – a place the town 

had long since forgotten an area that was once the local 

picnic spot in the 1950s and ‘60s. 

Half the town

Hadyn Jones reported that when the pair call for help, 

‘half the town shows up’ – as they did on Thursday when 

he was in town for the filming.

Donna said she put a post on a couple of the town’s social 

media pages and messaged all her contacts.

She said it was one of the biggest turn-outs they’ve had.

As well as individuals, Orautoha School and Raetihi 

School pupils and teachers helped out. And the supervisor 

for the Ruapehu Corrections community service crew, who 

have done a lot of work on the walkway.

The pair are quite humble – a little shy about the 

attention.
Donna admits she didn’t know about the Good Sorts 

segment and the two thought they were being interviewed 

about the other receiving the award.

But their nominator, Michael Proude, had nominated 

them both.
He is a fan of the project too, having helped with survey-

ing boundaries for the land for free.
Turn to Page 2

One News Good Sorts presenter Hadyn Jones captures volunteers – young and old – helping out at the Makotuku Walkway 

on Thursday. The segment focussed on Raetihi’s ‘Good Sorts’ Carina McNie and Donna Journeaux.
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We’re picking strong influence from owner-occupiers through these winter months, 

perfect for savvy sellers looking to showcase snug winter features and secure 

optimal value.

Fewer winter listings will help your property to make an impact, while backing by 

Bayleys offers the chance to reach serious, more focussed purchasers through 

exclusive marketing tools and strategic industry partnerships which help us to find the 

buyers others can’t.

With our bubble expanding and global vaccinations providing stability, Kiwis are looking 

to make their move, encouraged by changing circumstances to secure a cosy new home.

For more information about how winter can work harder, and smarter for you, your local 

Bayleys office welcomes your call.
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

Fast internet arrives for some

The work stopped on the roll-out of the inter-

net fibre network in Ohakune, setting back the 

project by a couple of weeks, the Bulletin has 

been advised.

However, Chorus’s external communications 

manager Steve Pettigrew says the contractors 

were able to resume the build last week.

“We believe we will be able to make up on 

lost time due the alert level change,” said Mr 

Pettigrew.
“At the moment the fibre build programme 

in the town is on track to complete by the end 

of March 2022.”

The first of nine ‘build areas’ is complete and 

is now available for fibre orders, via a broadband 

provider, said Mr Pettigrew.

“As the remaining eight build areas complete, 

Chorus will complete its quality assurance 

checks, update all records and then release these 

addresses so that fibre orders can be made.”

Chorus says Raetihi will be going live by 

June 2022.
To start with, contractors use directional 

drills, to bore underground then drag through 

the ducting along streets. 

The contractors said some sections have been 

WDHB’s 

50,000th 

jab at 
Ohakune

The 50,000th Covid-19 vaccination jab for the Whan-

ganui District Health Board area was into the arm of a 

Waimarino resident on Wednesday.

“At 4.50pm on Wednesday 1 September we delivered 

our 50,000th dose of the Pfizer vaccine. It went into an 

arm at Te Pae Tata in Ohakune at a clinic run by Ngati 

Rangi,” said a WDHB spokesperson.

That day there were 830 doses delivered to bring the 

total to 50,139.

Thursday 2 September was a record day for the Whan-

ganui vaccination rollout – 1305 doses delivered, taking 

the total to 51,567.

There was a “super clinic” at Te Poho o Tuariki in Mar-

ton with more than 300 vaccinations, and good numbers 

at Ohakune, Taihape and Te Rito.

Since then, 611 jabs were given on Saturday, 445 on 

Sunday and 459 on Monday.

This takes WDHB’s total to 54,482 – just over 49% of 

the total number of vaccinations for the eligible population.

Anyone over the age of 12 is now eligible for the vaccine 

and is encouraged to book their vaccination by calling 0800 

28 29 26 or going online to BookMyVaccine.nz

If you have cold or flu-like symptoms, have been at a 

location of interest in Bulls, Waiouru, Tokoroa, Auckland, 

the Coromandel or Wellington (see below), or have been in 

contact with a positive case, please get tested immediately.

Community testing centres and hours:

Testing station at Whanganui Hospital is open from 

8am to 5pm.

Raetihi - The Space, Seddon Street, Raetihi, Monday to 

Friday from 9am to 12pm.

Turn to Page 2

Contractors installing the fibre optic ducting at the Ohakune Junction on Monday. Inset: a technician ‘blows’ the glass 

fibre lines through the ducting in Arawa Street in May. This area is now ‘live’ for people to convert to ultra-fast broadband.
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We’re picking strong influence from owner-occupiers through these winter months, 

perfect for savvy sellers looking to showcase snug winter features and secure 

optimal value.

Fewer winter listings will help your property to make an impact, while backing by 

Bayleys offers the chance to reach serious, more focussed purchasers through 

exclusive marketing tools and strategic industry partnerships which help us to find the 

buyers others can’t.

With our bubble expanding and global vaccinations providing stability, Kiwis are looking 

to make their move, encouraged by changing circumstances to secure a cosy new home.

For more information about how winter can work harder, and smarter for you, your local 

Bayleys office welcomes your call.
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Ruapehu 

call for three 

Māori seats 

out voted
By Moana Ellis, local DEMocracy 

rEportEr, with aDDitional rEporting 

By roBErt MilnE

Ruapehu District councillors have 

voted down a move by its two Māori 

councillors to increase the number 

of proposed Māori ward seats from 

two to three.

The motion to increase the number 

of seats in the council’s six-yearly 

representation proposal was put by 

councillor Elijah Pue and seconded 

by councillor Viv Hoeta, at the RDC 

Zoom meeting on 25 August, follow-

ing a clear message from two marae 

hui that Māori want at least three 

seats under the new Māori ward be-

ing introduced for next year’s local 

body elections.

The mayor and CEO, both Māori 

councillors and several other council-

lors attended the hui at Raetihi Marae 

and Mōrero Marae, having already 

publicised a draft proposal for two 

Māori seats.
Pue says the council attended the 

marae hui to discuss Māori represen-

tation and get a steer on how many 

Māori seats it should have. He says 

both hui called strongly for three – 

the maximum number possible in 

the Ruapehu district under current 

legislation.
Pue says he proposed the increase 

to three seats based on “very clear” 

messages from the hui.

“I did that because I wanted to stay 

true to my word that council were 

being meaningful about our consulta-

tion, and that we weren’t just going 

out and regardless of what they said 

we were going to go for two anyway.

Listened
“I wanted to show that we did actu-

ally listen. I stayed true to my own 

principles of holding true to my word 

and I proposed three, but the motion 

was lost, so we went with two. So 

the proposal is six general seats, two 

Māori seats and the mayor.”

Councillors Viv Hoeta and Robyn 

Gram supported the motion, but all 

others voted against it.

Cr Murray Wilson reiterated his 

view that what was important was 

the quality of candidates, not whether 

they were representing any particular 

ward – Māori or otherwise.

Cr Adie Doyle said that with the 

Turn to Page 3

Skifields’ 

snow social 

distraction

Yangyang Chia submitted this bizarre fisheye photo taken at the High Noon Express base, to the Ruapehu 

Alpine Lifts’ social media competition. See Page 4 for details.

Parapara 

reopens 

after slip

P5

3-waters 

worries 

accepted

P5

Ruapehu’s 

Horizons 

seat under 

threat
P7

Trapping 

at home 

to save 

birds
P11
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We’re picking strong influence from owner-occupiers through these winter months, 

perfect for savvy sellers looking to showcase snug winter features and secure 

optimal value.

Fewer winter listings will help your property to make an impact, while backing by 

Bayleys offers the chance to reach serious, more focussed purchasers through 

exclusive marketing tools and strategic industry partnerships which help us to find the 

buyers others can’t.

With our bubble expanding and global vaccinations providing stability, Kiwis are looking 

to make their move, encouraged by changing circumstances to secure a cosy new home.

For more information about how winter can work harder, and smarter for you, your local 

Bayleys office welcomes your call.
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

250 jabs, then 

vaccinators 

run out
Around 250 doses of the Pfizer Covid-19 

vaccine were administered at Raetihi on 

Monday, well up on the 180 doses that 

the Whanganui District Health Board had 

earlier said would be done.

However, despite the boost in numbers, 

many people who were booked in for their 

jab missed out. Some had waited several 

hours, standing spaced-apart out on Seddon 

Street, only to be turned away.

Frustration was expressed on social 

media, with commentators pointing out 

that many of the people left standing for 

up to two hours were elderly.

WDHB has said there was a mix-up with 

bookings “which did mean some people 

did not get their vaccination” in Raetihi.

Uenuku Charitable Trust posted this photo, saying “while we respect 

the decision whether or not to get a Covid vaccine shot is a personal 

choice for all whānau, … we would like to give a shout out to all the 

locals who, including Koro Jim Edwards who queued for upwards of two 

hours thankfully in the sun at the clinic in Raetihi” for a Covid-19 jab. 

Photo: Liz Brooker.

You can still 

give to Daffodil 

Day online 

Isabella Buan checks out some daffodils 

in her family’s lockdown garden. She 

turns one on Saturday, the day after 

the usual Daffodil Day street appeal for 

the Cancer Society. Her birthday isn’t 

cancelled but the street appeal is, thanks 

to the Covid-19 Level 4 lockdown. But 

people can still support Daffodil Day 

online. See inside for details.

Turn to Page 3

Spuds 
break for 

Daffodils
P2

$44,000 
for 
rescue 
chopper
P5

Energy 
plan 
working
P7

Driving 
for 
exercise, 

ok?
P8
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Having your say is easy
Making a submission can be as simple as ticking the Yes/
No box indicating which option you support. If you tick 'no' 
however we would appreciate your ideas on the alternative. 

Get your feedback form into Council by:
Mail
Freepost 492
Ruapehu District Council, 
Private Bag 1001
Taumarunui 3946

Drop into your local Council office:
Drop your completed Feedback Form 
with your comments and any other 
supporting documentation into your 
local Council office.

Consultation closes on Friday 8 October 2021
Submissions must be received by this date

The number of elected members to Council
Do you support the proposal for Council to have nine elected 
members comprising eight councillors made up of six General 
Ward, and two Māori Ward councillors, plus the mayor? 

 Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The basis of election to Council
Do you support the proposal for Council to have six councillors 
to be elected at large from one General Ward covering the entire 
district and two councillors to be elected at large from one Māori 
Ward covering the entire district? (the mayor is always elected 
at large)

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The number of Community Boards
Do you support the proposal of having four (4) Community 
Boards representing specific urban or rural community areas 
within the district being: (1) Ohura-Ngapuke (2) Taumarunui 
(including Manunui) (3) National Park (including Owhango 
township) (4) Waimarino-Waiouru

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The number of members on each Community 
Board
Do you support the proposal for each Community Board to have 
four (4) elected members and one (1) appointed member from 
Council? 

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The basis of election to Community Boards
Do you support the proposal for the elected members of 
Community Boards to be elected at large from across their 
Community Board area?

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The names of the Community Board areas
Do you support the proposed Community Board areas being 
called: (1) Ohura-Ngapuke (2) Taumarunui (3) National Park 
(4) Waimarino-Waiouru

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The number of Māori Wards
Do you support the proposal for one Māori Ward comprising 
the entire Ruapehu district? (represented by two Māori Ward 
councillors)

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The proposed name of the Māori Ward
Do you support the proposal to call the Māori Ward the ‘Ruapehu 
Māori Ward’?

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The number of General Wards
Do you support the proposal for one General Ward comprising 
the entire Ruapehu district? (represented by six General Ward 
councillors)

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

The proposed name of the General Ward
Do you support the proposal to call the General Ward the 
‘Ruapehu General  Ward’?

Yes      No          Tell us why or any other option you prefer

Feedback form.

Would you like to support your feedback by speaking to Council at the public Hearings?    Yes      No

If you ticked ‘yes’ we will contact you to arrange a speaking time.  The Hearings are scheduled for Wednesday 20 October in Taumarunui. 
People can choose to appear online if they want. A maximum of two speakers and ten (10) minutes of total speaking time is permitted. 
These arrangements are for Alert Level 1 or lower otherwise new arrangements will be advised. 

Name:

Organisation (if applicable):

Postal address:

Best daytime contact number:

Email:

FEEDBACK

Please add any additional feedback or comment here. Add more pages if needed.

Council is currently undertaking a review of its representation 
arrangements to ensure fair and effective democratic 
representation for everyone across the district. 
We would now like to hear what you think about Council’s ‘initial representation 
proposal’ decisions on the number of councillors, General Ward, Maori Ward and 
Community Boards. For more info see: www.ruapehudc.govt.nz
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