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Funds tick 
for Ohakune 
problem rail 
bridges

Waimarino’s problem railway bridges look set to be dealt to and 
replaced, with Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) having 
confirmed funding for the work.

Ruapehu’s mayor Don Cameron said that confirmation of the funding 
for replacing the Ruapehu Road and Mangateitei Road rail over-bridges 
was “great news” and would be well received by local growers and 
contractors who have been significantly impacted by the increasingly-
restrictive weight restrictions on the existing bridges.

The funds are part of the RDC’s local road budget for the next three 
years (2021/24) that has been approved by NZTA.

“Council would like to thank Waka Kotahi NZTA for their support of 
these projects in a period of funding constraint and increased competi-
tion from other regional transport demands.

“It highlights their careful consideration and understanding of the 
impacts that the bridge restrictions have been having on the community 
and wider economy,” he said.

“In the case of the Mangateitei Rd bridge these are significant as it is 
the only option for the local growers, farmers and forestry who rely on 
it, and supply produce nationwide and for export, including an estimated 
20% of New Zealand’s carrots and potatoes.”
Ruapehu ‘does well’

Council budgeted $1.2m (26%) for its local share contribution toward 
the $4.6m replacement cost for the bridges in its latest 2021/31 Long 
Term Plan.

“With confirmation of Waka Kotahi NZTA’s co-investment (Council) 
will now be moving as quickly as possible to get the projects underway.

“As the Mangateitei Road bridge does not have an alternative route 
except over private property, this will be the priority bridge for replace-
ment,” said Mr Cameron.

RDC told the Bulletin that the bridge replacement work has no 
specific start date, except work would start “as soon as possible” in the 
current financial year.

Tūroa trio ‘no risk to the community’, 
says Ruapehu District Council

Three men from Auckland were arrested 
in Ohakune last week after travelling to 
Tūroa Ski Field.

The trio were arrested after staff at the 
ski field became suspicious of documenta-
tion used to obtain a ski pass.

The three men travelled to Ohakune on 
Wednesday after using genuine essential 
worker passes to travel through the check-
point in place south of Auckland. 

Two of the men are aged 23 and the other 
is 18. They have been charged with failing 
to comply with a directions/restriction/
prohibition (Covid 19) and take/obtain/
use a document for pecuniary advantage.

The men, who returned to Auckland on 

Thursday evening, were bailed to appear in 
Auckland District Court on 23 September.

Police, the Whanganui District Health 
Board (WDHB), Ruapehu District Coun-
cil and iwi said they are working closely 
together to ensure that the community is 
kept safe and that there is no risk from 
this incident.

Inspector Nigel Allan, the police area 
commander for Whanganui Ruapehu, 
said the behaviour of the three men was 
unacceptable from an iwi, community and 
Police perspective.

“We want to remind everyone that the 
restrictions in place are there to help keep 
everyone safe and reduce any spread of 

Covid-19 in the community.
“As shown by the actions taken ...  where 

people choose to deliberately breach the 
restriction in place, Police will take en-
forcement action,” he said.

WDHB chief executive Russell Simpson 
said that the Public Health Centre had been 
following up on the case.

“We have tested the three people in-
volved and all have tested negative. People 
can be reassured that there is no risk to the 
community from this breach,” he said.

“However, it is important that everyone 
follows the rules to protect the commu-
nity from the Delta strain of the virus, 

Turn to Page 2

Ruapehu Road rail bridge has barriers to stop large vehicles, which is annoying residents. Inset: Ruapehu 
mayor Don Cameron talks with local growers Ivan, at left, and Scott Young from Kim Young and Sons by the 
Mangateitei Rd rail over-bridge. Mr Cameron says confirmation of funding to replace the rail over-bridges will 
be well received by local growers, contractors and forestry as weight restrictions on the current bridges was 
impacting on getting product to market.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Contemporary café, bar and restaurant. Come and try our new 
small plates menu. Enjoy quality wine, craft beer, food and friendly 
service in our spacious, family friendly establishment.  Fireside 
lounge and children’s play area, cosy indoors or perfect alfresco 
dining with spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual 
get togethers or special occasions. Open 7 days, 4pm till late.

Eating out in the
Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 
3pm daily 7 days a week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm.

INDUSTRY baR & GRIll
55 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9006
Come on in and enjoy our delicious $20 mains or try one of 
our new signature dishes. At Industry we welcome everyone 
to share some great times. To make a booking give us a call 
or message us on Facebook. Open 7 days from 4pm. www.
industrybarandgrill.co.nz  

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy 
food and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, 
Allganics juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of 
smoothies. There is a function room too for meetings and special 
occasions. Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

THE KITCHEN 
4 Thames St, Ohakune Junction   Ph: 06 385 8664
Specialising in affordable and friendly, fresh and tasty modern 
fare.  Soft shell tacos, steak plates, home made dumplings, poke 
bowls, a full range of vegan, vegetarian and gluten free options. 
Ohakune's most thoughtful drink list including a great range 
of NZ craft beer. Eat in or takeaway. Open from 4pm, next to 
Powderkeg, Ohakune Junction. 

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Retro Day 2 October
Alzheimers Whanganui – Ohakune Visit  tbc November

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Ticks for Mt Ruapehu avalanche dogs

which is easily transmis-
sible, spreads rapidly and 
is, therefore, particularly 
dangerous.”

Anyone with any cold, 
flu or Covid-like symptoms 
should call their doctor or 
Healthline on 0800 358 
5453 and get advice about 
being tested.

Local iwi Ngati Rangi 
and Uenuku noted that they 
found the actions of these 
men highly offensive. 

“We are trying to keep 
our communities safe. 
Now is not the time to go 
for a joy ride,” said Ngati 
Rangi deputy chair Whetu 
Moataane.

Uenuku chair, Aiden Gil-
bert added that if the alert 
levels are good enough for 
everyone else then stick 
to them.  

“We are all in this to-
gether,” he said.

Ruapehu’s mayor Don 
Cameron said that he want-
ed to thank the ski field staff 
for their vigilance, and the 
Police for their quick ac-
tion in charging the people 
involved, which sends a 
clear message to any others 
thinking of doing anything 
similar.

“It is very disappointing 
that a minority of people 
think it is okay to do some-
thing like this, but they 
should note that there are 
systems and processes in 
place that mean they are 
very likely to be found out 
and charged.

“We have no tolerance 
for people breaching the 
Alert Level rules and put-
ting our communities at 
risk.”

From Page 1

Covid 
breach

Mt Ruapehu’s two com-
mercial ski areas now have 
five operational avalanche 
dogs, following an assess-
ment day last week.

“For the first time we 
can remember, the Central 
North Island has five op-
erational avalanche dogs,” 
says Ruapehu Alpine Res-
cue Organisation.

Phil Couch and his dog 
Whaia and Toby O’Hara 
and is dog Ralph were re-
certified – with Phil Couch 

marking his 20th year as an 
avalanche dog handler on 
Tūroa.

Lisa Jaggi and Echo and 
Blair Watson and Rudy also 
became operational, after 
the two dogs “nailed” their 
novice assessment in under 
two minutes.

For this, they needed to 
search a 3000m2 area for 
one buried person.

They then went straight 
onto the operational assess-
ment, where they needed 

to search 6000m2 for two 
buried people and one ar-
ticle of clothing within 20 
minutes. 

They both completed this 
in around eight minutes.

Steve Signal from Turan-
gi Landsar adds another 
string to his bow with his 
wilderness search dog (also 
called Echo) passing the 
avalanche assessment as 
well.

Avalanche search dogs 
are another tool in help-
ing find people buried in 
an avalanche. Dogs are 
fast, agile and have 220 
million scent receptors, 
allowing them to be able 
to search one hectare in 
approximately 30 minutes, 
compared to four hours for 
20 foot-searchers to probe 
a one-hectare area.

As well as the five opera-
tional dogs, Archie has also 
joined the avalanche search 
dog trainee programme. 

“Overall, this is such a 
massive deal for us on the 
North Island as it’s the first 
time we can remember hav-
ing five operational dogs 
and one pup in training,” 
said a Ruapehu Alpine Lifts 
spokesperson. Archie the puppy is now part of the Avalanche Search Dog trainee programme, hopefully to 

become Mt Ruapehu’s sixth operaitonal dog in the future. He is handled by Ethan Mickleson and 
pictured here with medical centre practice manager Dawn Mulligan. Photo: RAL.
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Ruapehu has some fantastic, selfless, 
volunteer workers who help provide the 
backbone of many of the essential community 
services that we all rely on every day. 
Every year the Ruapehu Citizen of the Year 
Awards aims to recognise the value that we 
all place on these amazing volunteer workers 
in our communities.
There are two Awards given out yearly. 
The Northern Ruapehu Citizen Award covering 
National Park, Taumarunui and Ohura under 
and the Waimarino Citizen Award covering the 
Waimarino-Waiouru area.
We now need their friends, colleagues 
and admirers to put them forward for the 
recognition they deserve. 

Choosing between the many worthy 
candidates is extremely difficult and so we 
would like to urge people to renominate 
candidates who may have been unsuccessful 
in the past.
Please take a minute to think about who you 
admire for their volunteer efforts and then 
put them forward for the recognition they 
deserve.
Nomination forms are available from your 
local Council online at ruapehudc.govt.nz or 
from your local Council office. Queries please 
call Tessa Owen 07 895 8188 or 
06 385 8364.

Nominations close Monday 4th October

Horizons moves forward 
with climate risk planning

He said that Council felt it has done 
well out of the 2021/24 funding allocation, 
given the moderation indications Waka Ko-
tahi NZTA had been signalling to councils.

“While our approved allocation of 
$48.3m is less than our original $50.3m 
application, it is a $1.5m improvement to 
the $46.8m indicative funding allocation 
released in May, and a significant 24% 
increase from the previous three-year 
allocation.

“We feel $48.3m for maintenance and 
renewal for the next three-years is a reflec-
tion of Waka Kotahi NZTA’s support of 
Government’s strategic priorities – namely 
safety, better travel options, improved 
freight connections, and climate change,” 
he said.

“We have received all we applied for 
toward speed management, the national 
Road to Zero (road safety) strategy, and 
for the Ohakune Mountain Road, but only 

a quarter of what we wanted for minor 
improvements which was consistent 
around New Zealand  with this fund being 
over-subscribed.”

He said the reduced minor improve-
ments budget will affect RDC’s ability to 
proactively address such things as minor 
alignment or sight-line improvements on 
the network that arise from River Valley 
meetings and sites in need of pavement 
rehabilitation.

Speed management and Road to Zero 
work programmes will be identified and 
discussed with the community in the com-
ing months.

“With the well-publicised inflation pres-
sures on construction projects as a result of 
Covid-19 and RDC’s Funding Assistance 
Rating (FAR) dropping from 75% to 74% 
from next financial year the roading team 
will be under pressure to maintain level of 
service and satisfaction in our local road 
network,” said the mayor.

From Page 1

Funds tick for Ohakune 
problem rail bridges

Copper, 
coloured 
rainbow

A Police highway patrol officer nabbed more than a few speedsters on 
the Desert Road on the weekend, also nabbing this stunning shot of a 
rainbow over the Kaimanawa Ranges. One social media commentator 
pondered whether there was a “pot of gold for pinging people at the 
end of a passing lane”. A discussion followed about whether picking up 
speedsters at the end of a passing lane was fair – or was it just revenue 
gathering. “If you don’t speed they won’t gather revenue – seems pretty 
simple,” was one reply.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Whanganui and Manawatū can expect more hot days 

and fewer frosts, less rain in the east but more and heavier 
rain in the west, and more floods, according to a new 
climate risk assessment.

Rising sea levels will contribute to coastal flooding 
and retreating shoreline and there will be a loss of snow 
cover and depth.

The forecast is set out in the Manawatū-Whanganui 
Climate Change Risk Assessment, a report commissioned 
by Horizons Regional Council to identify risks across the 
region associated with a changing climate.

Horizons chair Rachel Keedwell says the report was 
developed from a wide range of evidence including haz-
ard information consistent with the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change report released last month, 
community and iwi values, and engagement with subject 
matter experts.

It was received by the council’s Climate Action Joint 
Committee last week.

“It was more of a desktop theoretical exercise looking 
across the region as to what the risks are and we’re using 
that as the basis for each district to work out what actions 
we need to address here moving forward,” Keedwell said.

The anticipated changes had the potential to disrupt 
tourism, transport networks, and food production as well 
as threaten cultural sites of significance, estuaries, eco-
systems, people and property, she said.

“Tackling many of the risks highlighted in the Climate 
Change Risk Assessment will require the region’s councils 
to understand community concerns, develop solutions, and 
ensure a mandate for action.”

Climate Change Minister James Shaw joined the com-
mittee’s meeting by zoom. He said he was pleased to join 
regional leaders and to discuss responding to climate 
change within the region.

“Our Government has made sure that climate change is a 
factor in all major decisions. Ensuring ministers are aware 
of the implications a decision may have for New Zea-

land’s future 
g r e e n h o u s e 
gas emissions 
is vital to en-
suring we are 
all playing our 
part in meeting 
the commitments we’ve made,” Shaw said.

“Empowering leadership at a local level through coun-
cils and iwi and hapū is also a crucial part of the work 
we are doing to reduce emissions and meet our climate 
targets.”

Keedwell told the Minister the committee would be 
happy to assist with national policy development and 
encouraged the Government to engage with the region.

Horizons Regional Council chair Rachel 
Keedwell. Photo supplied/Horizons Regional 
Council.



4  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  22 September 2021

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23

1850

©THE PUZZLE COMPANY

THE         CROSSWORD

Across
7. New Zealand’s 40th prime minister 
(7,6)
8. Paper for festive occasions (8)
9. Nervous (4)
10. Cut of meat (6)
12. New Zealand tree (6)
14. Maori concept of reciprocation (3)
15. Noise caused by electrical 
interference (6)
17. Gallery exhibitor (6)
19. Wellington suburb between Ohariu 
and Takapu Valley (4)
21. Cadge (8)
23. Alone (13)

Down
1. Sport in which New Zealanders have 
won seven Olympic gold medals (8)
2. Headstrong (6)
3. Prepare for publication (4)
4. North Wairarapa town (8)
5. Period including the four Sundays 
before Christmas (6)
6. Amphibian with four native species (4)
11. Food retail unit in a school (4,4)
13. Quit one’s job (8)
16. Hypnotic state (6)
18. School absentee (6)
20. Skin complaint (4)
22. Ready to pick (4)

Previous solution
Across: 1. Disclose, 7. Ponga, 8. Gradually, 9. Red, 10. Yank, 11. Carafe, 13. The 
Luminaries, 15. Tenant, 16. Iffy, 18. Fur, 20. Carpe diem, 21. Louse, 22. Sympathy. 
Down: 1. Daggy, 2. Swannie, 3. Laud, 4. Salvation Army, 5. Snare, 6. Jandals, 7. 
Pyjamas, 12. Furnace, 13. Twofold, 14. Inflict, 15. Trout, 17. Yummy, 19. Heap. 

Being local is what makes
all the difference.

In the office, at home or on the farm - we’re here to help.
Residential, commercial and rural conveyancing, 

refinancing, asset and succession planning,  
enduring powers of attorney & wills.

ANDREW THOMAS
DDI: (06) 928 9501

AMY CRANSTON
DDI: (06) 385 8120

STACEY WIKOHIKA
DDI: (06) 385 8120

DELANEY KEIGHTLEY-PHILLIPPS
DDI: (06) 281 3746

OHAKUNE  |  TAIHAPE  |  HUNTERVILLE  |  WHANGANUI  |  FEILDING  |  MARTON  |  WAVERLEY

Ohakune Office: (06) 385 8120      www.treadwellgordon.co.nz

Raetihi good sorts
• Congratulations to Carina McNie and Donna 

Journeaux for being profiled on TV1 Good Sorts.
It was fantastic to see your voluntary, unpaid 

work on the Makotuku River walkway over many 
years getting the coverage that it deserves.

Your hard work has provided a real focal point 
for community revitalisation.

Not only has it provided a great asset that show-
cases Raetihi, it has made a material difference to 
the township’s wellbeing.

Coincidently, it is worth noting that nomina-
tions for the Waimarino-Waiouru area under the 
Waimarino Citizen Award are now open.

This is a great opportunity to recognise and 
thank the outstanding contributions made by 
individuals to their communities.

Nomination forms are available on Council’s 
website www.ruapehudc.govt.nz

Don Cameron, mayor, Ruapehu District
No mystery for mountain road logs

Following is a reply from the Ruapehu District 
Council to John Archer’s letter, 1 September, 
headed ‘Desolation row’.

Mr Archer expressed concerns over logs re-
moved from the sides of the Ohakune Mountain 
Road: “At the campsite, the rimu logs whose 
auction could have paid for the reinstatement of 
the roadside have all mysteriously disappeared”.

RDC’s land transport manager Andrea Nicol 
replies:

• Work was required to improve the safety of 
Ohakune Mountain Road while protecting and 
minimising environmental impacts. A number 
of site walkovers were undertaken with various 
representatives to ensure the least impact on 
significant vegetation along the road and the road 
design adjusted accordingly. The cycleway men-
tioned is to minimise the environmental impact of 
improving the road safety; this way the cycleway 
can move around significant vegetation compared 
to doing a wider road reserve and including room 
for cyclists in the seal width.

Prior to construction, plants within the construc-
tion area were collected from the site, kept in a 
local nursery and replanted within the area upon 

completion as part of restoring areas along the 
road. This included restoration of an old quarry site 
with more fertile material and recovered plants. 
Upon request from iwi, the project also included 
improving the Mangawhero campground entrance.

The woodchip has been used by local com-
munity groups as well as site restoration. Surplus 
woodchip was made available to community 
groups upon request. This was advertised in 2015.

As a condition of the felling permit, the logs 
were moved in consultation with iwi to be used and 
distributed by iwi for the community. The permit 
did not allow for the sale or auction of the logs. 
One of the logs was used to make the Pou which 
is now positioned at National Park Park and Ride.   

Ruapehu District Council has also received pos-
itive feedback on the work undertaken, including 
that it is difficult to tell the work was undertaken. 
Ruapehu District Council aims to continue to 
work with the community and affected parties to 
ensure minimal impacts on the environment while 
maintaining safety and longevity on the network. 
The Te Ara Mangawhero trail will adhere to the 
same principles. 

Andrea Nicol

Letters rules
The Ruapehu Bulletin welcomes letters to the 

editor and points out that letters published do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Bulletin or 
staff. All letters must carry a name, address and 
telephone number for verification. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit, abridge or reject letters. 
Our policy is to give those named in letters a 
right of reply in the same issue, when possible. 
Letters will be published as space allows and not 
necessarily in the week that they are submitted. 
Letters must be no more than 300 words unless 
a prior arrangement has been made. Letters are 
published with the writer’s name. We generally 
don’t accept nom de plumes unless a valid reason 
for needing to do so is supplied.

Citizen’s award 
nominations 
open

Nominations for Ruapehu’s two Citizen of the Year 
Awards are now open.

There are two Ruapehu District citizen awards given 
out yearly, with one for the northern part of the district 
covering National Park, Taumarunui and Ohura under 
the Northern Ruapehu Citizen Award and one for the 
Waimarino-Waiouru area under the Waimarino Citizen 
Award.

Ruapehu’s mayor Don Cameron said that the 
Citizen Awards provide important recognition of the 
value that Ruapehu places on volunteer workers in our 
communities.

“This is a great opportunity to recognise and thank the 
outstanding contributions made by individuals to their 
communities by performing voluntary, unpaid work over 
an extended period of time,” he said.

“We all know there are fantastic, selfless volunteer 
workers in our communities who provide the backbone 
of many of the essential community services that we 
rely on every day.

“We now need their friends, colleagues and admirers 
to put them forward for the recognition they deserve.

“We would also like to encourage people to re-nom-
inate anyone who has been nominated but unsuccessful 
in the past.”

Mr Cameron noted that without the commitment and 
dedication of these people many vital community ser-
vices we all rely on would cease to function.

“Often these volunteers have worked for years, quietly 
behind the scenes, doing many of the jobs that provide 
the supporting fabric to our communities.

“The Citizen Awards are an opportunity to give some 
of these people the recognition and thanks that they 
deserve,” he said.

Nomination forms including the criteria for nominees 
is available from Council offices, by calling Council, or 
via the website, www.ruapehudc.govt.nz.

Letters

No mystery: the pou at National 
Park was carved from a log from 
the Ohakune Mountain Road.
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Applications 
open soon
Our community fund is here 
to help groups, people or 
organisations doing great work 
in our community. Applications 
open 1 October 2021.

For more information  
and to apply, visit  
thelinescompany.co.nz$20,000

in funding available

National Army Museum 
exhibition has poignant 
reminders for the 
present day pandemic

A new exhibition at the National Army 
Museum in Waiouru has remarkable relevance 
to what Covid-19 could deliver to anyone, 
anywhere at any time.

‘The Death Ship: A Fateful Voyage’ is an 
interactive exhibition that turns the clock 
back more than 100 years to the flu pandemic 
that hit New Zealand between October and 
December 1918, a devastating blow that 
came at the end of the Great War which had 
already killed over 18,000 New Zealanders 
and wounded thousands more.

The Spanish flu swept New Zealand and 
caused 9000 deaths. Deaths came as the New 
Zealand troops returned home at the end of the 
war with disease spreading initially to military 
camps from late 1918, and then the wider civil 
population. Most people succumbing with 
severe influenza complicated by bronchitis 
and pneumonia. Given the limited treatment 
options a century ago, it was often a most 
unpleasant death.

The National Army Museum’s latest exhibi-
tion focuses on the fateful voyage of the Tahiti, 
the Kiwi troopship that became a death ship.

The 1117 military personnel and 100 sup-
port staff (almost twice the number the ship 
was designed to carry), set off from Welling-
ton on 10 July 1918 travelling via Albany, 
Western Australia, Capetown, South Africa 
and then fatefully, Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Just seven weeks after leaving New Zea-
land, as Tahiti berthed at Plymouth, 90% of 
the passengers on board had been infected 
with the influenza virus and 78 had died and a 
further nine, sick upon arrival also succumbed 
to the disease.

“The flu epidemic at the end of the Great 
War was a further blow to New Zealand, 
which had a population of just 1.15 million 
at the time” says Windsor Jones, National 
Army Museum’s Collection and Exhibitions 
Manager. 

“Young New Zealand men and women had 
lost their lives in the often horrific conditions 
of World War One, then what became known 
as the Spanish flu, hit the country hard – the 
exhibition also sheds light on whether the flu 
did in fact originate in Spain.”

“Our exhibition allows the visitor to ‘step 
aboard’ the Tahiti and experience how the 
conditions on that fateful journey gave rise to 
an outbreak of one of the largest pandemics 
in our history.

“Rightly or wrongly Tahiti was dubbed ‘the 
Death Ship’. Ships played a key role in the 
global spread of the deadly virus that claimed 
more than 50 million people worldwide. Our 
exhibition follows the journey of the Tahiti 
from cruise ship to troopship to death ship as 
it carried New Zealand’s 40th Reinforcements 
to war,” Windsor Jones says. Boarding the SS Tahiti at the National Army Museum in Waiouru – a chance to experience 

some of what WW1 soldiers faced in the 1918 pandemic.
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You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling:

BOOK
NOW! 

0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

You can book 
now by calling: 

0800 28 29 26 
or going online to: 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Protect against COVID-19 
WAIMARINO 
Vaccination Clinics

You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling: BOOK

NOW!0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

Awhi Kingi 
Kaimahi

Visit: health.govt.nz and covid19.govt.nz  for more information

Wednesday 22 September,  12pm - 7pm
Thursday  23  September,  9am - 3pm
The  Centre, 14 Seddon Street, Raetihi

0800 N RANGI 
 or Ngāti Rangi: 

If you have previously booked for a Monday 
clinic in the Waimarino, please call us to 
reschedule.

You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling:

BOOK
NOW! 

0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

You can book 
now by calling: 

0800 28 29 26 
or going online to: 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Protect against COVID-19 
WAIMARINO 
Vaccination Clinics

You are in Group 3 if you:

• are over 65 years old
• have a relevant underlying health condition (visit covid19.govt.nz for more details)
• are Māori or Pasifika aged 50+
• have a disability.

We are now vaccinating our
Group 3 population
to protect against COVID-19 

If you are part of Group 3, you can 
make an appointment by calling: BOOK

NOW!0800 888 479 (WDHB)
or email: COVID19@wdhb.org.nz

“It’s our job to protect our tamariki and 
mokopuna, and my moko is the reason

why I’m getting vaccinated.”
Maria Potaka

Public Health Nurse

Visit wdhb.org.nz/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/ for more information

Awhi Kingi 
Kaimahi

Visit: health.govt.nz and covid19.govt.nz  for more information

Wednesday  29  September,  12pm - 7pm

0800 N RANGI 
 or Ngāti Rangi: 

If you have previously booked for a Monday 
clinic in the Waimarino, please call us to 
reschedule.

Thursday    30    September,     9am - 3pm

Te Pae Tata, 43a Ruapehu Road, Ohakune

King Country 
property market 
still rising

Business as usual for 
cancer screening

O n  a v e r a g e , 
one person with 
cancer is identi-
fied each month 
by the Whanganui 
bowel screening 
programme.

And another six 
people with high-
risk polyps that can 
develop into cancer 
are discovered each 
month.

As the Whan-
g a n u i  D i s t r i c t 
Heal th  Board’s 
b o w e l  c a n c e r 
s c r e e n i n g  p r o -
gramme approach-
es its second an-
n i v e r s a r y  n e x t 
month, people are 
being urged to en-
gage with the life-saving campaign 
by returning testing kits.

Despite the Alert Level 4 lock-
down, test kits have continued to be 
posted out, and they should still be 
returned to be processed by the lab, 
says Judy McIntyre, Bowel Screen-
ing Coordinator for the Whanganui 
programme.

“Even though we have a Covid-19 
outbreak, it is still business as usual 
for us,” she said.

“We continue to have good partici-
pation rates for our region and we are 
still diagnosing cancers through the 
programme.

“So we encourage anyone who has 
received a kit but hasn’t yet completed 
it, to do so.”

Bowel cancer is the second biggest 

cancer killer in New Zealand after 
lung cancer, claiming 1200 Kiwi lives 
every year.

The screening programme is for 
men and women aged 60 to 74 years 
and involves a simple test done at 
home using a kit that arrives in the 
post.

The test aims to pick up bowel 
cancer early or detect changes that 
could lead to bowel cancer. It detects 
minute traces of blood in a sample of 
faeces which can be an early warning 
sign for bowel cancer.

The sample should be posted off 
within seven days of the test, and it is 
then checked at the laboratory. People 
will be notified if further investiga-
tion is required, typically through a 
colonoscopy. Like the test, follow-up 
investigation and treatment is free.

Bowel cancer is very treatable if 
picked up early. People diagnosed 
with early stage bowel cancer who 
receive treatment early have a 90 per 
cent chance of long-term survival.

Whanganui joined the national 
screening programme in October 
2019, becoming the ninth DHB to 
join.

Whanganui GP John McMenamin, 
the Ministry of Health’s bowel screen-
ing lead for primary care, commented: 

“There may be no warning that 
you have bowel cancer, so doing the 
bowel screening test is an easy way 
to identify that something might be 
wrong.

“I encourage all patients in the 60-
74 year age group to complete their 
kit when it arrives in the mail.”

Promoting the bowel screening kaupapa: Ben Seru, Seanoa Viliamu and Ned 
Tapa.

This year has seen quite significant 
increases in values across almost all 
property markets with no real signs of this 
slowing in King Country towns, reports 
valuer Guy Hoban from Doyle Valuations.

“Overall demand for residential and 
lifestyle property, in particular, has re-
mained strong with a continued sense of 
‘FOMO’ – fear of missing out,” says Mr 
Hoban, adding that this has resulted in 
value levels generally increasing across 
the board and in some cases at signifi-
cant pace. 

He says market values have generally 
continued to increase across the board 
with multiple offer scenarios now the 
norm. 

“How long will this last? Well, most 
economists were predicting a lull after last 
year’s lockdown and look what happened, 
so it’s anyone’s guess really!

Following is his latest (abridged) news-
letter, usually released quarterly, but this 
one is six months since the last:

The market is reflective of continued 
low interest rates, demand outstripping 
supply, ongoing and increasing media 
attention and strong demand from out of 
town purchasers who tend to have higher 
expectations in regards to value.

Continuing trends include a relative 
lack of listings with almost all properties 
experiencing strong demand, resulting in 
prices often being above asking and/or 
subject to multiple offers. Many proper-
ties are now being offered to the market 
either via negotiation, tender/deadline 
sale or auction, this allowing the ‘market’ 

to dictate the value of the property. 
Out-of-town interest continues to keep 

local purchasers on their toes, while 
there is increasingly strong demand for 
vacant sections despite building costs 
often outweighing end value. Over the 
past two years the median house price 
has increased in Ohakune 38.1% and 
Taumarunui a quite staggering 77.1%.

Median house prices have continued 
an upward trajectory. Taumarunui has in-
creased to $310,000 (from $290,350). The 
Ohakune median house price increased to 
$435,000 (from $395,000 in the previous 
quarter). Sale prices, on average, are 37% 
and 18% higher than 2020 set Rateable 
Values for Taumarunui and Ohakune, 
respectively. In the year to September 
2021, there were 155 sales in Taumarunui 
(down 14%) and 85 sales in Ohakune 
(down 17%). These sale numbers exclude 
vacant sections.
Rural 

In the rural market, sale numbers 
decreased to 27 pastoral farms over 100 
ha selling in the last 12 months, with an 
average size of 420 ha. The median farm 
price decreased slightly from $3,318,750 
in the last quarter to $3,287,500. Divid-
ing the total of all sale prices by the total 
number of hectares, equates to $8704/
ha, which is a decrease of $1232/ha on 
the previous quarter though against the 
general feeling that prices are increasing. 

A total of 19 dairy sales over 40 ha were 
recorded, the majority having occurred in 
the Otorohanga district. The average size 

Turn to Page 11
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We want to know what you think about these 
proposals which will impact on how decisions 
get made. Let us know what you think.

Council is reviewing 
how people get 

elected to council 
or a community 
board and what 

they will do when 
they get there. 

Proposed Community Boards electoral arragements

• To have 4 Community Boards representing specific urban or rural 
community areas within the district 

• The proposal is to have 4 Community Boards representing the following Community Board 
areas: (1) Ohura-Ngapuke       (2) Taumarunui       (3) National Park       (4) Waimarino-Waiouru 

• For each Community Board to have four members elected ‘at large’ 
by their Community Board area and one appointed member from 
Council (+ the mayor).

2022

• For more info inc. on the up-coming community hui 
in Taumarunui (Wed 22 Sept) and Raetihi (Thu 30 
Sept) see Council’s website www.ruapehudc.govt.nz

• Copies of the Consultation Document inc. a feedback 
form are also available from all Council offices. If you 
are not online and can’t come see us call 07 895 8188 
and we will send one out to you.

• Hover your smartphone camera over the QR code to 
go straight to the online feedback form. 

• Council envisages that more locally focused 
decisions to be delegated to Community Boards. 

• The smaller proposed Council will be focused on 
governance and strategic issues at a district level. 

• Expanding the number and responsibilities of 
Community Boards is aimed at providing a better 
connection to our unique, localised, communities of 
interest.

• It is felt that these proposed representation 
arrangements will be more reflective and adaptive 
to our communities and future local government 
changes.

Hihitahi

Piropiro
Waimiha

Ongarue Mangakahu 
Valley

Te KouraMatiere

Ngapuke

Nihoniho

Ohura

Mangaparo

Te Maire
Kakahi

Opatu

Kirikau Owhango
Oio

Whakahoro

Retaruke

Kaitieke
Raurimu

National Park 
Village

Whakapapa 

Ruatiti

Horopito

Tohunga Junction
Raetihi

MangaeturoaPipiriki

Ohakune
Rangataua

Tangiwai
Waiouru

Tongariro

Rare native bats at home in Owhango 
Bat detectors placed in the Central North Island 

township of Owhango during June have revealed 
long-tailed bat (pekapeka-tou-roa) activity on all four 
detectors placed.

This discovery has excited local conservation 
groups and DOC rangers alike, as long-tailed bats 
are a critically endangered native species endemic 
to New Zealand.

Bats go into a kind of hibernation called torpor 
during winter to conserve energy, so it was a welcome 
surprise to the team to have recorded so many bat 
passes during this time.

There was heavy rain and wind on many nights 
over the course of monitoring, which can also deter 
long-tailed bats from foraging.

DOC Biodiversity Ranger Luke Easton placed the 
detectors that revealed the bats’ presence.

“Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve is clearly a foraging 
area (where the bats congregate to feed) given the high 
amount of activity and ‘feeding buzz’ calls recorded.

“It is very promising to have found bats in the 
reserve; the pest control efforts that Owhango Alive 
(a community group which maintains traplines in the 
reserve) have carried out in the area will be contribut-
ing towards the protection of local populations of bats.

“We thank Owhango Alive for their continued com-
mitment to the area and the work they are putting in to 
make sure fauna and flora are thriving in the reserve.”

The recorders also picked up squeaking noises from 
rats – a solemn reminder that even though numbers 
of stoats and rats are controlled in the reserve by 
trapping, there is still much more work to be done. 
Rats are one of the many predators of long-tailed 
bats, which also fall prey to cats, stoats and weasels.

While predation is the major factor for declining 
bat numbers, they are also affected by habitat loss – 
long-tailed bats have very particular requirements for 
choosing trees to roost in; in summer they move into 
a different roost tree most days, so require a number 
of suitable trees to rotate amongst.

Long-tailed bats tend to favour trees over 100 years 

old and they tend to come back to these same trees 
year after year. When roost trees have been felled to 
make way for construction or infrastructure, local bat 
populations suffer declines.

Sally Lashmar from Owhango Alive was pleased 
to have the presence of long-tailed bats confirmed as 
there had been many suspected sightings by locals 
over the years.

“Owhango Alive is stoked that we now have evi-
dence of long-tailed bats in the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve and the village of Owhango.

“Residents have mentioned a few times that they 
thought they’d seen bats at dusk, so to now have re-
cordings of them, in four different locations, is very 
exciting. We plan to hold a “spot the bat” evening in 
the summer. We would like to thank DOC staff for 
pushing this to happen.”

A mix of factors can make for good habitat for 
long-tailed bats to thrive. The first is mature trees that 
have the ideal characteristics for bats to roost in, the 
second is good feeding grounds in terms of numbers 
and varieties of insects that bats feed on, and the third 
is good quality pest control.

DOC principal ecosystems science advisor Colin 
O’Donnell has been studying long-tailed bats in the 
Eglinton Valley in Fiordland since monitoring began 
25 years ago, and has seen bat numbers in some 
colonies more than triple over the term of 15 years 
of aerial 1080 predator control. The long-tailed bat 
population in the Eglinton Valley was declining at a 
rate of 5% per year when monitoring began – now the 
population is increasing by 4% per year.

“With a mix of pest control methods, including 
both ground based and aerial pest control, we can 
really make a difference for populations of critically 
endangered native species like the long-tailed bat.

“Evidence shows that population numbers greatly 
improve in areas where we have used targeted pest 
control, and these efforts are what will keep long-
tailed bats from going extinct in the medium to long 
term.” Luke Easton puts up a sound detector at Owhango, to monitor the movement 

of the rare long tailed bats - pekapeka tou roa (inset).
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Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Guaranteed heating, 
even on the coldest days

HyperCore is the only heat pump in NZ that 
guarantees its full rated heating capacity 

right down to -15 degrees!

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041

Building Supplies

Ph 07 895 8559

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic 
Tank Cleaning 

Services
Septic tanks, water tanks, 

grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.

Phone Chris on 
06-388-0452

Experts

Ohakune 22B Park Avenue

1 1 1

Asking Price $409,000

Viewby appointment

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Retro on Park Ave

Located in popular Park Avenue amongst established

trees and stunning properties, this one-bedroom plus

large mezzanine alpine A-Frame chalet is perfect for

your holiday getaway. Situated just a short walk to the

Junction Apres Ski area and minutes from the

mountain road. The open-plan living and kitchen area

is perfect for entertaining, cosy up in the winter in front

of the wood burner and in summer, relax on the sunny

deck with the BBQ.

Call today

bayleys.co.nz/2900404

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Students awarded power scholarships
Four exceptional school leavers have been granted 

Inspiring Locals Minds Scholarships from The Lines 
Company (TLC).

For the fourth year in a row, the company has 

awarded scholarships to school leavers planning 
to pursue tertiary education or trade training linked 
to skills required by TLC, with 15 applications 
received.

Chief executive Sean Horgan said the quality 
of applicants keeps increasing and in turn makes 
the decision of who to award the scholarships to 
harder each year.

“It was incredibly tough to choose from such 
a high standard of applicants. The four recipients 
are outstanding young people with very bright 
futures ahead of them, they should be very proud,” 
said Horgan.

Ohakune national and regional squash club rep-
resentative and Ruapehu College student, Emma 
Burnard is one of the scholarship recipients. She 
will be attending the University of Waikato to study 
a Bachelor of Environmental Planning in Science 

and the Environment.
The others are Asha Goddard from Piopio Col-

lege, Harvey Valler from Benneydale and Lyric 
White from Ōtorohanga College.

Each recipient receives $2000 each per year for 
three years of study.

The selection panel included TLC Chief Ex-
ecutive Sean Horgan, Waitomo Energy Services 
Customer Trust (WESCT) Trustee Cathy Pren-
dergast, and TLC Communications Manager 
Charlotte Porter.

WESCT Trustee, Cathy Prendergast said each of 
the scholarship recipients spoke about wanting to 
make a positive difference to the region.

Power scholarship winners, clockwise from top left: Asha Goddard, Emma Burnard, 
Lyric White and Harvey Valler.
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Refrigeration

Ph 027 774 4745

Here comes the sun ...
Time to service your vehicle, bus, truck or tractor air-conditioning.

Time to check your chiller, beer fridge or refrigeration before summer hits.
Time to install or service your home air-conditioning.

Call us today for a service appointment or free quote.

JASON CONSTABLE
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineer

jasonconstable@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $50, trailers $35
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, 

ATV’s, side-by-side
• Batteries

Right here in Raetihi

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERy CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry pickers, 

pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, 

post hole borers, furniture 
trailer, concrete equipment, 

rollers & compactors, 
portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTy HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Experts ~ at your service
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST PubLIC NOTICES

Expressions of 
Interest – Ruapehu 

District
Recreational Services is a family-owned 
business that offers full facility parks 
maintenance services operating across 
New Zealand. Recreational Services prides 
itself on its very special culture committed 
to professionalism, ownership, people, and 
knowledge. 

We we have been shortlisted for the Parks, 
Reserves and Gardens Maintenance contract 
in the Ruapehu District, and we are seeking 
expressions of interest from candidates that 
are looking for a job opportunity in the below-
skilled roles:
• Operations Manager
• Team Manager
• Contract Administrator
• Horticulturalists
• Cricket Groundsman
• Arborists
• Mower Operator
• Handyman/ Building and Maintenance 

Specialist 
• Cleaning and Litter Serviceperson

If you would like to express your interest in 
either of the above roles, head to our careers 
website careers.rs.kiwi.nz/search and 
search for the job reference 4634 to register 
your details with us. 

If you would like any further information, 
please email chelsea@rs.kiwi.nz

Expressions of 
Interest

Ātihau-Whanganui Incoporation seek expressions 
of interest for the lease of a Macadamia Orchard 
located at 3302 Whanganui River Road. 

The orchard covers 0.5 hectares and contains 
150 trees. Those interested in leasing the orchard 
will need to provide a proposal to include the 
following:
• Whakapapa links to the incorporation and/or 

iwi
• the suggested approach to managing the 

orchard
• a proposed rent payment.

Expressions of interest close on 25 October 2021 
to be sent to:

 office@atihau.com

MEETINGS  
The following meetings of Horizons Regional 
Council will be held during October 2021. 

Tuesday, 12 October

10.00am Strategy & Policy Committee (Livestreamed)

Wednesday, 13 October
9.30am Catchment Operations Committee

Wednesday, 27 October
10.00am Regional Council (Livestreamed)

All meetings during Covid-19 Alert Level 2 will be 
held via audio visual link and be available to view on 
the Horizons Regional Council website.

M J McCartney 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Ohakune Automotive Ltd
Mechanic Wanted

We have a full-time position available for an 
experienced mechanic to carry out general 
repairs, maintenance and servicing on trucks 
and machinery, etc.

This position comes with a top pay rate and 
vehicle to complete work on and off-site as 
required.

The successful applicant will have:
• Experience with repairs and maintenance 

and/or Qualified Mechanical Certificate
• Current drivers licence
• Able to work unsupervised and complete 

tasks to a high standard.

Email CV to:
ohakuneautomotive@gmail.com

Contact Cam 027 586 1015.

SITuATIONS vACANTFOR
SALE

buSINESS 
NOTICES

FIREWOOD LOGS mixed 
loads only txt/call Keith or 
Tom on 027-358-4898.

F O R E S T R y 
SEEDLINGS, Management 
Services. Grow your Carbon 
Now. Local Expertise 
available. Waimarino Tree 
Resource. Ian 027 444 3441

LAWNMOWING AND 
SECTION maintenance 
– Phone Alpine Property 
Services 0800-896-689 or 
027-353-5189 email: info@
alpinelawns.co.nz.

WATER TROUGHS, 
cattle or sheep. Different 
sizes. Delivered price 
quoted. Ph 0800-487-633.

E S S E N T I A L 
FIREWOOD. New season 
wood. Also limited supply 
of dry available. Call for 
prices per 1.1m3 bin. Daniel 
027-575-8377.

c

Ruapehu District Council
10.00am, Wednesday 6 October 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board                 
6.00pm,  Thursday 7 October 2021 
The Centre, Waimarino Baptist Church, Raetihi
Representation Review Hearings
10.00am, Wednesday 20 October 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui
Ruapehu District Council
10.00am, Wednesday 27 October 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui
Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
5.30pm, Thursday 28 October 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui 

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council                    07 895 8188
Taumarunui Ohura Ward Committee             
Karen Ngatai, Chairperson        021 0222 2122
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board  
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson        027 274 2616
Audit and Risk Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson                                                027 499 9408          
National Park Community Board 
 Peter Zimmer, Chairperson         027 479 1926 

Ruapehu District Council
Boards and Committees
OCTOBER 2021 MEETING DATES

PubLIC NOTICES

Elections are therefore required to determine the trustees for the Tūwharetoa Bay 
of Plenty Ward and the Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board and Ngāti Tūwharetoa (BOP) 
Settlement Trust entities. The elections will be conducted by postal and internet voting. 
Voter packs, together with information about the candidates, will be sent to all registered 
and verified adult members of the Trust on Tuesday 28 September 2021. Candidate names 
will be in alphabetical order on the voting documents. Voting will close at 12 noon, Friday 
22 October 2021.
As only the required number of nominations were received for the Tūwharetoa Southern, 
Southern Lake Taupo and Northern Lake Taupo Wards, Judy Ngapera Harris is declared 
elected unopposed as the trustee for the Tūwharetoa Southern Ward, Tangonui Te Taonga 
Maaaki Te Iwi Kingi is declared elected unopposed as the trustee for the Southern Lake 
Taupo Ward and Tuirirangi te HEUHEU is declared elected unopposed as the trustee for the 
Northern Lake Taupo Ward.
Any election enquiries are to be directed to the Returning Officer on the election helpline 
0800 666 041.
Anthony Morton 
Returning Officer – Ngāti Tūwharetoa Fisheries Charitable Trust 
PO Box 3138, Christchurch 8140 
0800 666 041 
iro@electionz.com

2021 ELECTION OF TRUSTEES
Confirmed Candidate 
Nominations
NINE nominations have been received for the SIX 
vacancies on the Trust. The candidates for the respective wards or representative entities 
are:

Candidates Representing
SIMPSON-ALMOND, Shaneen
TE RIRE, Jonathan Tūwharetoa Bay of Plenty Ward
HARRIS, Judy Ngapera Tūwharetoa Southern Ward
te HEUHEU, Tuirirangi Northern Lake Taupo Ward
KINGI, Tangonui Te Taonga Maaaki 
Te Iwi Southern Lake Taupo Ward
BIDDLE, Heemi James
IWIKAU, Channey Duncan Turoa Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board
ADLAM, Rae Beverley 
TE RIINI, Karilyn 

Ngāti Tūwharetoa (BOP) 
Settlement Trust

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Derek Allomes Trading Ltd has made an application 
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the issue of an On Licence in respect of 
the premises situated at 29 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 
known as The Blind Finch.  The general nature of the 
business to be conducted under the licence is that of a 
Restaurant and Bar.  The days on which and the hours 
during which alcohol is intended to be sold under the 
licence are: Monday – Sunday 8.00am – 12.00am.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

Deadline for 
all advertising 
bookings and 

copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

AWHI Dairy
Relief Milker

Ruapehu
We are searching for an enthusiastic 
individual to carry out relief milking as 
required on our 670-cow dairy unit, milking in 
a 44 aside herringbone shed. 

The ideal candidate: 
• must be reliable with a good work ethic 
• must be happy to work within a team 

environment 
• some milking experience is preferred 

Hourly rate to be negotiated, depending on 
experience. 

Own vehicle will be required as no 
accommodation is provided with this role. 

The successful applicant will be required to 
undergo pre-employment drug testing prior 
to commencement. Applications will remain 
open until filled. 

Please email your CV with a cover letter 
detailing your experience to renee@atihau.
com

SITuATIONS vACANT

www.ohakune.info

AIR FRyERS, from $129 
for a 3.5l cooking capacity, 
now in stock at Ohakune 
TV Electrical. Clyde St, 
Ohakune. Ph 06 385 8700.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Majha Group Limited has made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council 
for the issue of an Off Licence in respect of the premises 
situated at 68 Clyde Street, Ohakune known as Black 
Bull Liquor.  The general nature of the business to be 
conducted under the licence is that of a Bottle Store.  
The days on which and the hours during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold under the licence are: Monday to 
Sunday: 9.00am – 10.00pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the second publication of this notice. This notice 
was first published on 15 September 2021.

CLASSIFIEDS
PubLIC NOTICES

Ohakune squash
Squash has started back for Ohakune club members albeit 

under Covid Level Two conditions. 
The last of the graded club champs have been completed. 

In the finals B grade Daniel Maher beat Jayden Bailey in 
the men’s and Jackie Douglas beat Tina Steedman in the 
women’s. 

In C grade Andy Bennett beat John Laurenson and Diana 
Cranston beat Grace Burnard, in D grade Andrew Burnard 
beast Brett De Joux and Sayge Wikohika beat Emma 
Burnard, in E grade Zach Ryan beat Sean Drinkwater and 
Poppy Dekker beat Fiona Fraser, in F grade Scott Nation 
beat Chris Bashforth and Maree Lilo beat Tegan Mochan, 
in J grade Harry Rowe beat Sam Rowe and Libby Graham 
beat Grace Rowe.

The winners of the club graded will now qualify to partici-
pate in the district champion of champion event, which was 
to be held in Ohakune last weekend but has tentatively been 
postponed to the last weekend of October. It was to have been 
a feeder for the national champion of champions to be held 
in Whangarei in October but that event has been cancelled.

This week sees the start of the masters, seniors and junior 
club champs. The first three rounds of masters run on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The first two rounds of 
Junior boys are on Wednesday and Thursday. First round for 
Seniors is Thursday. Junior girls and all semi-final rounds are 
Wednesday next week.

Ruapehu zone interclub started last Tuesday with Waima-
rino and Ohakune One having a draw and Ruapehu College 
beating Ohakune Two 3-1. Whilst this should have been 
the final round, a modified draw to complete all postponed 
games starts next week. Draw for next Tuesday were 
transferred from 31 August. Ohakune One hosts Taihape, 
Ruapehu College hosts Waimarino and Rustic Waiouru hosts 
Ohakune Two. 

remaining steady around 130ha, while the average sale 
price per hectare increased from $24,936 to $26,666. The 
average price per hectare has still not reached the peaks 
seen during the 2007/08 period with value levels being 
approximately 30% down on this time.

Overall, demand for sheep and beef properties remains 
strong with most properties that are being offered to the 
market often receiving multiple tenders. 

Most hill country blocks are being purchased by forestry 
operators for both carbon farming and forestry/logging 
blocks. Many of these blocks are fully developed sheep 
and beef operations that are being planted out. 

We would expect this trend to continue as the carbon 
price continues to increase and returns from ‘carbon farm-
ing’ outstrip sheep and beef returns. 

The market for dairy farms has stabilised with a number 
of recent sales suggesting value levels are on the rise again. 
This is due to increased confidence in the sector follow-
ing strong dairy auctions and an increase in the forecast 
payout, along with the major lending institutions opening 
the ‘purse strings’.  

Land use change is also very prevalent particularly from 
blocks close to a larger population base with many lifestyle 
sized blocks being subdivided and on sold as a result of 
the strong lifestyle market. The recent announcement and 
direction from government around winter grazing, nitrogen 
discharge and management practices may also influence 
further land use change away from animal based agricul-
ture to more plant/horticulture based use.

From Page 6

Property market Sheep shot 
wins farm 
safety prize
Karee Cadman’s whimsical photo of 
shearers Mitch Williams (left) and Jerry 
Cadman has won a photo competition 
run by Federated Farmers to promote 
on-farm safety. Vice-president and 
health and safety spokesperson for 
Federated Farmers, Karen Williams, 
was determined to engage with rural 
New Zealand and encourage safe 
practices. “The winner was a great shot 
of Jerry Cadman and Mitch Williams 
shearing and being Covid-19 safe with 
masks on,” says Fed Farmers. “For a 
bit of humour, the sheep also got some 
extra protection. We also loved that 
they had a clear deck, harnesses on 
for back support and some electrolyte 
drinks standing by.” The win comes 
with a $500 Yamaha voucher prize.
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Haere ra  
direct bills, kia ora 
retailer billing

Find out more at thelinescompany.co.nz/retailer-billing/

TLC customers will get their last direct 
bill from us during the month of October.
The bill will be for lines charges up 
to and including 30 September 2021. Just 
like normal, payment will be required by 
the due date with the balance payable 
by credit card or online banking. 

Your electricity retailer will bill your lines 
charges from 1 October. Talk to them about 
pricing and plans, payment plans and payment 
options, along with handy tools to help you 
manage your energy use and account. 

Sep Oct Nov…
TLC Bills your lines 

charges
Bills your lines charges 
up to 30 September

Retailer Bills your lines charges  
for October onwards

 BILLS ROLLOVER

OCT
1

RETAILER 

BILL

#1235

Trees for bees please
Beekeepers are calling on bee-

lovers across New Zealand to take 
what actions they can to improve 
the health and resilience of Kiwi bee 
populations this September for Bee 
Aware Month.

Apiculture New Zealand, the na-
tional body representing beekeepers 
and honey producers, is asking Kiwis 
to feed the bees by planting bee-
friendly trees and plants this spring.

“One of the best things Kiwi bee 
lovers can do for our bees is to grow 
bee-friendly trees, wildflowers or 
shrubs in their gardens or public 
spaces. This provides essential nutri-
tion for our bee population ensuring 
they can be resilient in the face of 
the many challenges they face,” says 
Apiculture New Zealand chief execu-
tive Karin Kos.

“We recognise that under Covid-19 
Alert Level 4 bee-lovers might not 
be able to easily access bee-friendly 
plants right now, so instead we want 
to encourage Kiwis to get out into 
their gardens and find a spot for a 
bee tree. Once our alert levels have 
changed then you can get the tree in 
the ground,” she suggests.

Throughout September, Apiculture 
NZ members and supporters will be 
sharing information about planting 
for bees. When choosing what to 
plant, Ms Kos recommends people 
visit the New Zealand Trees for Bees 
Research Trust website.  

“Trees for Bees has done extensive 
work on identifying the best plants 
for bees and has produced regional 
planting guides, individual profiles of 
star performing bee plants and advice 

on planting for home gardeners and 
rural property owners. They offer a 
wealth of knowledge to gardeners 
and bee lovers.”

“Some of the best bee-friendly trees 
are many citrus and pip fruit trees, or 
native plants like harakeke or reware-
wa. These offer bees excellent, ongoing 
sources of nutrition and well-nourished 
bees are better able to withstand threats 
like varroa, habitat loss, climate change 
and diseases.” she explains.

Bee Aware Month is a national 
educational campaign initiated and 
co-ordinated by Apiculture NZ. 
Events planned for the month are 
currently on hold, but educational 
resources produced for schools, 
community groups and families to 
use are available on the Apiculture 
New Zealand website. 

Apiculture NZ is also running a 

Kids’ Art Competition with the theme 
‘Bees, Trees and Me’ throughout the 
month. The 12 winning entries from 
this competition will be compiled 
into a calendar and sold to raise mon-
ey for Apiculture New Zealand’s bee 
health research and education fund.

Native trees and shrubs that they 
recommend include: Cabbage tree 
(Cordyline australis), Harakeke, 
NZ Flax (Phormium tenax/cookia-
num), Koromiko (Hebe stricta/
salicifolia), NZ jasmine (Parsonsia 
heterophylla), NZ Lacebark (Hoheria 
populnea/sexstylosa/angustifolia), 
Pohutukawa/Rata (Metrosideros 
spp.), Putaputaweta (Carpodetus ser-
ratus), Rengarenga (Arthropodium 
cirratum), Rewarewa (Knightia 
excelsa), Tarata, kohuhu, karo (Pit-
tosporum spp.), Three/Five finger 
(Pseudopanax colensoi/arboreum).

Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff and students
Ruapehu College students have continued 

to succeed on the rugby field. Junior students 
Hye-Le Wihare-Hansen and Ruby Pearce along 
with Rose Soverel from Ohakune Primary have 
made the Whanganui U15 Girls Rep Rugby 
team. Senior students Paige Pearce and Ella 
Hawira made the Whanganui U18 Girls Rep 

Rugby team. Harry Rowe has also earned a 
position in the Whanganui U16 Boys squad 
against King Country and hopefully the Hur-
ricanes Tournament.

The senior girls netball team win on the 
weekend was hard fought. They eventually 
settled into their game in the last quarter to win 
35-32 against Whanganui High School.

Government must park 
Three Waters’ plans

Local MP Ian McKelvie writes on his 
views about the proposed Three Waters 
reforms:

• Labour’s proposed Three Waters’ reforms 
have really fired up people throughout the 
Rangitikei and Ruapehu regions. I have re-
ceived more feedback from constituents about 
Three Waters than any other single issue. 

The Government must also listen to the 
multitude of mayors pleading for the Three 
Waters’ plans to be dumped, or at the very 
least put the plans on hold to allow them 
reasonable time to consult with their commu-
nities and ratepayers. With an overwhelming 
majority of councils not on board, Labour’s 
programme is in dire straits and its Four 
Entity model is floundering fast.

National’s Local Government spokesper-
son Christopher Luxon has been very vocal 
in expressing National’s opposition to the 
Three Waters, Four Entity debacle. He says 
National have consistently said that the sup-
posed benefits and cost savings haven’t been 
adequately explained to the public.  

It’s no surprise councils are pushing back. 
For months, many have been crying out for 
more detail and more time to consult their 
communities. Why? Because in a move tan-
tamount to theft, water assets that residents 
have paid for decades to own, will be taken 

from the control of their democratically-
elected councils and bundled into these new 
mega-entities with a convoluted manage-
ment structure.  

Entity ‘B’, which most of the District 
Councils that serve the Rangitikei Electorate 
fall under, is turning into a patchwork quilt of 
undecided and opposed councils across the 
central North Island. While Mayors in Entity 
C, which includes some of the Manawatu, 
Horowhenua and Palmerston North City 
Councils, are either against the reforms or 
at least keen to hit the brakes.

National opposes the Three Waters Re-
forms. We are concerned the touted scale 
benefits are unrealistic; ratepayers would end 
up cross-subsidising neighbouring areas; and 
most significantly, the entities would strip 
power from communities and steal control 
of their water assets.

The Government must take notice of 
mayors and constituents throughout the 
country and at a bare minimum, pause the 
programme immediately.

National will continue to oppose Labour’s 
centralisation and control agenda, and we 
will fight for communities to keep their 
voice. We must keep the ‘local’ in local 
government.

Ian McKelvie

Ruapehu College rugby success

Manuka is one of the many native plants that bees love.


