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SELL BETTER WITH BAYLEYS THIS

WINTER

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Where autumn leaves have fallen and winter lies ahead, smart sellers know a change in season holds 
valuable sale opportunities when you’re backed by Bayleys.
We’re picking strong influence from owner-occupiers through these winter months, 
perfect for savvy sellers looking to showcase snug winter features and secure 
optimal value.

Fewer winter listings will help your property to make an impact, while backing by 
Bayleys offers the chance to reach serious, more focussed purchasers through 
exclusive marketing tools and strategic industry partnerships which help us to find the 
buyers others can’t.

With our bubble expanding and global vaccinations providing stability, Kiwis are looking 
to make their move, encouraged by changing circumstances to secure a cosy new home.

For more information about how winter can work harder, and smarter for you, your local 
Bayleys office welcomes your call.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

www.strangedog.design    info@strangedog.design

Uenuku hosts Sanctuaries conference

Two Māori 
seats not 
enough: 
Ruapehu 
hui says

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Māori at hui on marae in Raetihi and Taumarunui have 

called on Ruapehu District Council to increase the number 
of Māori seats under its representation proposal.

In its first representation review to include the introduc-
tion of Māori seats next year, the council is proposing two 
Māori seats from a single Māori ward.

The council is also proposing a smaller council, cutting 
the number of councillors from 11 to eight.

In its initial representation proposal, set to be finalised on 
25 August, two Māori councillors would be elected at large 
and the remaining six would be general seats, also elected 
at large. In addition, a mayor would be elected at large.

The number of community boards would double from 
two to four, each with four elected members and expanded 
responsibilities.

Māori wards advocate Fiona Kahukura Chase said there 
were calls for half the council seats to be Māori, reflecting 
the population. According to 2018 Census data, 45.3% 
of people in the Ruapehu District identified themselves 
as Māori.

“The Māori population in Taumarunui is greater than 
50%. The Māori population in Raetihi is greater than 50%. 
Where is the equity in that? There’s none,” Chase said.

“There’s no way we’re going to get two Māori coun-
cillors to be able to fairly represent Māori over all of the 

People who are involved with wildlife 
sanctuaries around New Zealand converged on 
Raetihi last week to take part in the annual Sanc-
tuaries of New Zealand Incoporated (SONZI) 
conference.

The theme for the workshops that were part 
of the conference was “Iwi and Conservation”.

Hosts for the conference was the Uenuku 
Charitable Trust, who invited attendees on a 
field trip to the Trust’s proposed Pokaka Sanc-
tuary in Erua Forest on the Manganui-o-Te-Ao 

River.
Around 80 people were welcomed onto 

Raetihi Marae to start the conference on Tues-
day, with “picture postcard” snow scenes as a 
backdrop.

Tuesday was the powhiri at the marae and a 
“science day”.

Wednesday was the workshop “Iwi and 
Conservation” and dinner at the Raetihi Cos-
mopolitan Club.

On Thursday the group travelled to Pokaka, 

to see first-hand the area that Uenuku plans to 
turn into an eco-sanctuary, as part of its Treaty 
of Waitangi settlement.

Another part of the conference are the “Soap-
boxes” – when people are invited to put forward 
short presentations on sanctuary innovations, 
observations, challenges and successes.

Sanctuaries of New Zealand aims to provide 
“current, relevant, and best-practice information 
to those engaged in managing biodiversity sanc-
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Delegates at the Sanctuaries of New Zealand Inc conference got to witness first-hand the area for the proposed Pokaka 
Sanctuary last Thursday. Photo: Liz Brooker.
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Contemporary café, bar and restaurant. Come and try our new 
small plates menu. Enjoy quality wine, craft beer, food and friendly 
service in our spacious, family friendly establishment.  Fireside 
lounge and children’s play area, cosy indoors or perfect alfresco 
dining with spectacular mountain views. A great place for casual 
get togethers or special occasions. Open 7 days, 4pm till late.

Eating out in the
Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. 
With over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality 
free range food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for 
our weekly deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and 
delicious brunch cocktails. Open 7am – until late 7 days a week. 
See you at The Keg.

KINGS baR & RESTaURaNT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open Wednesday to  
Sunday from 4pm,.

INDUSTRY baR & GRIll
55 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9006
Come on in and enjoy our delicious $20 mains or try one of 
our new signature dishes. At Industry we welcome everyone 
to share some great times. To make a booking give us a call 
or message us on Facebook. Open 7 days from 3pm. www.
industrybarandgrill.co.nz  

UTOPIa Café/RESTaURaNT
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy 
food and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, 
Allganics juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of 
smoothies. There is a function room too for meetings and special 
occasions. Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

THE KITCHEN 
4 Thames St, Ohakune Junction   Ph: 06 385 8664
Specialising in affordable and friendly, fresh and tasty modern 
fare.  Soft shell tacos, steak plates, home made dumplings, poke 
bowls, a full range of vegan, vegetarian and gluten free options. 
Ohakune's most thoughtful drink list including a great range 
of NZ craft beer. Eat in or takeaway. Open from 4pm, next to 
Powderkeg, Ohakune Junction. 

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Central Plateau Ski Champs – Whakapapa 19 August
The Ladylike Movement 21 August
Alzheimers Whanganui – Ohakune Visit  30 August
NIPS – (Skiers Year 1 - 6) – Whakapapa 30 Aug - 3 Sep
Retro Day 4 September
Katchafire, Powderkeg 11 September

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Palliser Viols
on the Main Trunk Line 
with Barry Brickell

Music from 
Shakespeare’s England 
& pre-colonial Aotearoa
Poems, musings Viols 

Taonga Puoro

Thursday 26 August

Outreach 11am
Concert 7.30pm

Te pae Tata 
Community Hub

FREE ADMISSION
www.violsonrails.com

Music, trains, pots and readings

Ruapehu District.
“Instead of emphasising and maximising participation 

and engagement with Māori, council is once again mini-
mising our engagement in our own affairs.”
Maori roll

But Ruapehu’s mayor Don Cameron said a maximum 
of three Māori seats are possible under current legislation. 
To get more, more people would need to be enrolled on 
the Māori electoral roll. Currently Māori cannot switch 
between the Māori and general rolls until 2024.

“The legislation is working against having 50-50,” 
Cameron said.

Instead, Māori should vote in next year’s council elec-
tions to get Māori onto the new community boards as well 
as onto council, whether on Māori seats or general seats.

“Many Māori voters have probably not thought about 
getting members onto community boards. We’re asking 
that more Māori put their name forward. The reason is 
that a lot of Māori for the next election will still be on the 
general roll – unless the government is going to turn over 
the legislation for Māori to come off the general roll and 
onto the Māori roll earlier, you’ll still be on that general 
roll for the next election.

“What you should be doing is using your vote strategi-
cally to get as many people as possible at least onto the 
community board, if not actually into council,” Cameron 
told the Taumarunui hui.

The council’s two existing Māori councillors, Viv Hoeta 
and Elijah Pue, were elected to general seats.

Hoeta told the hui that in addition to two or three Māori 
seats, more Māori councillors could be elected through 
general seats if Māori turned out to vote for them. Hoeta 
said she would stand in next year’s elections under the 
general seats.
At large

Cameron said electing members at large would ensure 
all councillors were working for the entire region rather 
than their own wards. The alternative is electing on a ward 
basis, which would prevent a majority of members being 
elected from the same area.

“We’re wanting councillors to represent the whole 
district,” Cameron said. 

“There’s still a lingering north versus south divide. The 
feeling was that if we elect everyone at large that gets rid 
of that. For Māori there was a general agreement that it 
was necessary to elect at large so that they’re not voting 
on behalf of the iwi.”

The council is gathering community feedback before 
the initial proposal is finalised on 25 August. The proposal 
will then be consulted on for a month from 7 September 
to 8 October seeking feedback on council’s thinking for 
both general and Māori ward arrangements and com-
munity boards.

Cameron said the decision on the total number of coun-
cillors is important as this determines how many Māori 
ward councillors there are and their proportion of council.

“The thinking is that a smaller council focused on 
governance and strategic issues, supported by community 
boards focused on operational issues will provide better 
representation, decision-making and outcomes for all.

“Expanding the number and role of community boards 
is an important part of the thinking in order to provide a 
better connection to our unique communities of interest.”

If implemented, this would see ward-based Community 
Boards for Ohura-Ngapuke Rural, Taumarunui Urban, Na-
tional Park (including Owhango) and Waimarino-Waiouru.

Cameron said he is hoping for a high level of community 
engagement on the initial representation proposal. Com-
munity hui are scheduled for Ohakune (9 Sept), National 
Park (16 Sept), Taumarunui (22 Sept) and Ohura (30 Sept).

Council must consider any feedback from the consulta-
tion on their initial representation proposal then release 
a final representation proposal within six weeks of the 
consultation period closing.

People will be able to object to the final representation 
proposal only if they made a submission on the initial 
representation proposal or if Council makes changes to 
it. If there are valid objections to the final representation 

proposal, these are considered by the Local Government 
Commission who have the final say, Cameron said.
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Two Māori seats not enough: Ruapehu hui

Māori wards advocate Fiona Kahukura Chase.

Ohakune is a stop on 
the Main Trunk Line tour 
that is bringing “trains, 
pots, musings, music” to a 
concert at Te Pae Tata on 
Thursday 26 August.

The event, titled ‘Music 
and Memory” promises to 
bring music from Shake-
speare’s England and pre-
colonial Aotearoa, along 
with poems, musings and 
‘Viols Taonga Puora’.

“ I t  br ings  together 

strands from Māori and 
Pakeha music and craft 
traditions from turbulent 
colonial history and the 
communities that live along 
our amazing Main Trunk 
Line,” states the event’s 
publicity blurb.

It will include readings 
from ‘A Barry Brickell 
Reader’ read by Gregory 
O’Brien. Composers will 
include Orlando Gibbons, 
William Byrd, Alfonso 

Ferrabosco from 17th Cen-
tury England, and Gillian 
Whitehead and Ross Harris 
from 21st Century New 
Zealand. 

“A consort of viols seems 
an esoteric choice, until 
you hear them – the lines 
of melody, clear in each 

part, weave an enchanting 
fabric of beautiful sound, 
harmony, musical inven-
tion and immediate appeal. 

“Taonga puoro express 
in a pure way the rela-
tionship of humans to this 
landscape and unique envi-
ronment. We combine the 

two ancient, pre-colonial, 
traditions of music for vi-
ols and taonga puoro is to 
experience a confluence of 
streams of beauty which 
bring us together.”

Admission is free and 
all are welcome. Details 
are advertised in this issue.
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Being local is what makes
all the difference.

In the office, at home or on the farm - we’re here to help.
Residential, commercial and rural conveyancing, 

refinancing, asset and succession planning,  
enduring powers of attorney & wills.

ANDREW THOMAS
DDI: (06) 928 9501

AMY CRANSTON
DDI: (06) 385 8120

STACEY WIKOHIKA
DDI: (06) 385 8120

DELANEY KEIGHTLEY-PHILLIPPS
DDI: (06) 281 3746

OHAKUNE  |  TAIHAPE  |  HUNTERVILLE  |  WHANGANUI  |  FEILDING  |  MARTON  |  WAVERLEY

Ohakune Office: (06) 385 8120      www.treadwellgordon.co.nz

Why does it take so long for the West Ridge to open?

Ruapehu Māori Council may be 
re-purposed rather than scrapped

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
Ruapehu’s Māori Council is facing an uncertain 

future with the coming of Māori wards, but may 
have a new lease of life as a committee of council.

The Ruapehu District Māori Council, set up 
in 2009 to drive more participation by Māori in 
local body decisions, was facing the chop after 
Ruapehu District Council voted to bring in Māori 
wards and it was thought a Māori Council might 
no longer be needed.

Ruapehu Mayor Don Cameron said the future of 
the Māori Council has been widely discussed since. 
Ongoing talks with tangata whenua could see it 
being re-purposed to support new representation 
arrangements including at least two Māori seats.

“We see a real chance to keep it but it needs to 
be reformed in a way that Māori think would be 
better to support particularly the two or three Māori 
ward members,” Cameron said.

“Does it fit hapū/iwi aspirations and, if not, how 

can that be changed? That, I think, is something 
that’s going to be quite a big conversation coming 
up in the next year.”

Cameron said options included re-setting the 
Māori Council as a committee of council or an 
entity similar to a community board.

He says local Māori have raised the council’s 
membership as an issue and this would also need 
to be discussed.

The Māori Council is a collective appointed by 
resolution of Council to represent “the three main 
iwi within the Ruapehu District”.

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
in 2013 at Mōrero Marae to seal a partnership 

between the Māori Council and the district council.
The Māori Council comprises nine representa-

tives – three each from Tūwharetoa, Maniapoto 
and southern Ruapehu iwi.

The district council’s website says it sees the 
Māori Council as an important part of its gover-
nance structure that provides:

• Opportunities for iwi to contribute to local 
government decision-making that affects them.

• Capacity to build relationships and to consult 
with iwi and hapū.

• Access to a knowledge base of information 
otherwise unobtainable.

• An opportunity for local iwi and hapū to de-
velop a deeper understanding of Ruapehu District 
Council’s role as a local authority.

The website also notes “the fervent wish and 
desire of Ruapehu District Māori Council to be 
seated at the table with Ruapehu District Council 
as equals”.

Ruapehu Mayor Don Cameron says the 
Ruapehu District Māori Council could be 
reformed to support councillors elected 
from a new Māori ward. 

A common question among Whakapapa ski area 
visitors is, why does it take so long into the season 
to open the West Ridge area?

Ruapehu Alpine Lifts has explained the process 
on its social media, outlining the requirements and 
challenges.

RAL said they got their “first look out west for 
the season” after last week’s storm. 

The company said that prior to the sorm, they 
had the Delta Chair running, with access to the 
Knoll Ridge T and had started to build T lines.

“On the Knoll Ridge T, the combo of the weight 
of the ice build-up and 200km/hr winds saw the 

cable fall off the sheaves (wheels) and twist. 
“T boxes ended up wrapped around the cable (in 

some cases, multiple times) and half of the eleven 
towers sustained damage.”

RAL said the maintenance team made great 
progress since the storm passed – the rope was 
untwisted and the assemblies of sheaves repaired. 

They needed three good-weather days to com-
plete this work.

Out west
RAL says that each year, they roll away the Far 

West T-bar, to minimise the chances of damage. 
“Big ice has the potential to literally take out 

all the towers. Now we have access to the lift, we 
need five good weather days to get the cable rolled 
and the lift ready.

“The key, however, is those days cannot be spo-
radic. They need to line up consecutively within 
a good weather window between storm cycles. 

“The risk is that if we start the work and don’t 
get the cable up, tensioned and boxes fixed to it 
before the weather comes in, there is potential to 
lose it for the season.”

At the time of the post, they were waiting for 
another weather window to try to make a start on 
the work.

RAL have brought in a contract team from Dop-
plemayr to support the maintenance team with the 
work on the West Ridge Quad. 

Trails need to be built from the bottom end up 
and RAL had hoped to have the lift running earlier 
this week, but this hasn’t happened yet.

“The team is working incredibly hard in amongst 
our very unique alpine conditions to bring these 
lifts through, while of course also tending to the 
other lifts and trails we already have live. 

“Come 100kpmh winds, these guys will be up 
towers, de-icing and maintaining the structures.”

Whakapapa’s Far West T-Bar tower, covered in ice. The lift takes a lot of 
effort and the right conditions to get it running, says RAL.

Turn to Page 12
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THE         CROSSWORD

Across
1. Arm joint (5)
4. Sew (6)
9. Inhabitant of Westland (7)
10. Foreigner (5)
11. Quick look (4)
12. Home of our diplomatic mission in 
London (2,5)
13. The day before (3)
14. Leave out (4)
16. Secondary school qualification 
brought in between 2002 and 2004 (4)
18. An amusing type (colloq) (3)
20. North Island volcanic area, the 
Central ____ (7)
21. Biting insect (4)
24. Dig into (5)
25. Third largest party in the 2017-2020 
parliament (2,5)

26. Scallywag (6)
27. Ornamental agave seen in many New 
Zealand gardens (5)

Down
1. But for (6)
2. Accuse (5)
3. Giant native insect (4)
5. Educating (8)
6. Testimonial (7)
7. Impede (6)
8. Unpiloted aircraft (5)
13. And so on (L) (2,6)
15. Contagious disease (7)
17. The katipo is one of these (6)
18. Toilet (inf) (5)
19. Slogan (6)
22. Song words (5)
23. Doubtful (colloq) (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Unused, 8. Maimai, 10. Radiant, 11. Tangi, 12. NIWA, 13. Barry, 17. Haast, 
18. Biro, 22. Halve, 23. Indycar, 24. Mooloo, 25. Ignite. 
Down: 1. Currant, 2. Put-down, 3. Feral, 4. Pasture, 5. Amend, 6. Minim, 9. 
Steamship, 14. Saveloy, 15. Biscuit, 16. Gourmet, 19. Chime, 20. Allow, 21. Adage. 

advertising Deadline 5pm friday
all RaTES PlUS GST
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Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community newspaper. 
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Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
advertising Rep: Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by Stuff Printers, Petone

advertising Rates

Phone (06) 385 8532

Preferred position 15% extra. 

Display 
Casual $5.40 per col cm 
300cm $4.32 per col cm 
500cm $4.05 per col cm 
1000cm $3.56 per col cm 
2500cm $3.24 per col cm 
5000cm $2.91 per col cm 

Classifieds
Run-ons (16 words) $10.00 
Extra words,  61c each 
Bold Display Classified $4.87 

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc
For support phone 06-345 8833
Email: admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz
Budget Advice
Phone or text Noeline 027-259-5285, or phone 06-385-3253 and 
leave a message.

Cancer Society Whanganui
06 348 7402

Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse
06-385-5019

Child Youth and Family Service
0508-326 459 or 06-965-3539

Churches
Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, a/h 06-385-3100. Catholic, 06-385-
8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 
06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 
ext 7031 or 021-493-692

Civil Defence
Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340

CLAW community free legal advice
Whanganui 06-348-8288

Disability Resources Centre (Whanganui)
Vivienne Bird, 0800-789-654

Doctors: In an emergency call 111
Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres
Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

IRD appointments
06-901-6162

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
06-385-9580

Plunket Society 
Plunket Nurses 06-385-8265, Car Seats 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, 
Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross
Shelagh Buck 06-385-8610

Rotary, Raetihi - Ohakune
027-344-5669

Ruapehu REAP
0800-00-REAP (0800-00-7327)

Ruapehu Maori Wardens
Rangi Bristol 027-442-4593

St John
In an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services
For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre
0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
Co-ordinator 06-385-3404, 0204-080-4905

Waimarino Health Care Centre
Raetihi 06-385-5019

Women’s Refuge
0800-800-4-refuge 0800-4-733-84

Waimarino Community Toy Library
027 728 2413 leave a message (turned on open days only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 06-385-8193; Allan Whale, 06-385-9139; 
Cynthia Dowsett 06-385-8086. RDC reps Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 
6514, Vivenne Hoeta 022-65-88-320, Janelle Hinch 022 385 8683. 
Other ward councillors  Elijah Pue  027 740 6253

National Park Community Board
Board members: Simon O’Neill 021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 
479 1926; Mark Bolten  021 191 5385; Clark McCarthy 027 475 
0561. RDC rep, Murray Wilson 07-892-2774.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Committee
07-893-8575; Graeme Cosford, 07-895-7572; Karen Ngatai, 07-
896-6658; Kim Wheeler 027-229-1527; Adie Doyle 027-495-3308; 
Robyn Gram 027 389 1912; Lyn Neeson 07 895 7803

Ruapehu Mayor
Don Cameron, 021 202 7629

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep 
it up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see 
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

In a building
Terrance Wilhelmus Kaiwhare McLeod, 

33 years of Raetihi, was convicted for be-
ing unlawfully in building on 2 May 2021 
at Taihape. He was ordered to come up for 
sentencing if called upon within 12 months.

Drink driving 
Stewart Te Otinga Te Tui Thompson, 62 

of Raetihi, was convicted after he drove 
with excess breath alcohol (3rd or subse-
quent offence) on 18 June 2021 at Ohakune 
(649mg/litre of breath). He was sentenced 
to nine months’ supervision, and disquali-
fied from driving for one year and one day.

Failed to stop
Hine Te Rangi-ita Poingho Elizabeth 

Henare Bishop, 27 of Ohakune, was 
convicted for failing to stop when fol-
lowed by red/blue flashing lights on 2 
August, in Ohakune. She was convicted 
and discharged.
Assault

Leslie McLeod, 31, of Ohakune was 
convicted for behaving threateningly, 
and assault on 7 May 2021 in Ohakune. 

He was sentenced to 12 months intensive 
supervision.

He was also convicted for speaking 
threateningly on 10 April 2020 in Ohakune 
and sentenced to 12 months supervision. 
He was also convicted for dangerous driv-
ing, behaving threateningly, possession 
of an offensive weapon, possession of 
cannabis plant on 20 September 2020 in 
Raetihi. He was sentenced to 12 months 
intensive supervision.
Disqualified 

Donna Cherie Henry, 37 of Raetihi, was 
convicted for driving while disqualified 
(3rd or subsequent offence) most recently 
on 8 March 2021 in Raetihi. She was sen-
tenced to 12 months intensive supervision.
Drink driving, illtreating

Bayden Shaun Hunt, 21 of Ohakune, 
was convicted of driving with excess blood 
alcohol, illtreating or neglecting a child 
under 18 years on 16 February 2021 in 
at Taihape, and contravening a protection 
order on 28 November 2020 in Raetihi. He 
was sentenced to 16 months’ imprisonment 
and 6 months’ disqualification.

Sanctuary thanks
• May I through your columns express appreciation of 

the warmth and generosity of the welcome and hospital-
ity of Uenuku and Raetihi generally to the Sanctuaries of 
New Zealand Inc (SONZi) workshop Tuesday to Thursday 
10-12 August. 

We went from the postcard beauty of early Tuesday’s 
snow to the warmth of a sunny day that matched the wel-
come of the Pōwhiri at Raetihi Marae and the welcome 
of Uenuku Trust and its people.

Those attending from sanctuaries across the motu en-
joyed hearing some of the latest research and science in 
the field of conservation and pest control, news of each 
others’ achievements or issues and especially news of and 
a field visit to the Pōkākā Ecosanctuary project. 

Throughout, the organisation of Uenuku was exemplary 
and support from their people and from Angel Louise was 
wonderful.

As one attending from Bushy Park Tarapuruhi, Whan-
ganui, I valued the opportunity to develop my knowledge 
of and contact with the upper reaches of our Awa.

Lincoln Paul, Whanganui 
RAL management

• So “RAL is in financial trouble following unprec-
edented events such as warm winters and border shut-
downs due to the Covid-19 pandemic” according to their 
public relations.

Not the whole truth though ... Ruapehu Alpine Lifts has 
been in financial trouble for at least four years following 
“unprecedented” mismanagement – woefully unqualified 
executives licking off the cream while lifties can’t even 
afford to pay their rent.

Sam Clarkson was right, RAL has become “bloated, 
lazy, greedy and arrogant” ... right down to the point where 
people are being trespassed for eating their own lunch in 
Cafes – just buy the $15 croissants ... at least Deloittes, 
the auditors have finally been called in.

Ex-chairman Murray Gribben suggested any investor 
with $30 million is most welcome to jump in and save 
them if they like buying debt, but of course then the pres-
ent Company structure (tax free) would need to change to 
accommodate bigger profits, oh, there goes my Life Pass 
and those croissants will be $20 soon.

Seriously though, RAL was in trouble four years ago 
when “management” decided that building a sightseeing 
gondola with no mid-station would be a great idea for 
Whakapapa, only cost $25 million, they would rip out 
the Quad from Hutt Flat to Knoll Ridge Cafe, drastically 
altering the flow of the ski field and serve tea at the top in 
the new $13 million café ... while vastly overestimating the 
projected 300,000 extra tourists it was supposed to attract.

I would love to ask the present management how much 
money each skifield is worth individually in 2021, if they 
were able to exist on their own?

Perhaps if Jacinda and the banks took the chequebook 
(PIN number) away from RAL, wound them up, and put in 
some more competent ski field operators while they figure 
out the future ... then we may all have a more certain future 
because, as locals, we are all certainly affected, whether we 
like it or not, even if Mayor Don assures us the half-million 
Council threw in won’t affect our rates at all ... yeah right.

RAL ... R. eady A. fter L. unch  indeed.
Paul Beckett
The Bulletin offered RAL the right of reply to this letter 

and the company provided the following: “RAL refutes 
these comments and has formally declined to respond.”

LettersOhakune District Court Raetihi 
principal 
moving on

Raetihi  School’s 
principal Helena Burns 
has announced her 
resignation from the 
role and will leave the 
school at the end of the 
year, Board of Trustees 
chair Whetu Moataane 
has advised.

“The board would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge 
Helena for her service 
and commitment to 
Raetihi Primary School. We truly appreciate her service 
and the hard work she has done over the years for our 
school and community,” said Mr Moataane. 

“We are her first board to work with and we thank her 
for her guidance, support, patience, and collaboration. We 
wish her all the best in her future endeavours.”

The board are working on a recruitment plan to fill 
the principal position and also advertising for a deputy 
principal.



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  18 August 2021 • 5

We’re updating 
our terms

Customers told us our terms 
of service were complex. 
We listened and created 
new, simpler terms that will 
take effect at the same time 
as we move to retailer billing.

To get in touch with our team call us on  
0800 367 546 or visit thelinescompany.co.nz

The new terms are easier to 
understand. They cover everything 
you need to know about being 
connected to our network.

Our new standard terms apply to 
all customers and other associated 
parties from 1 October 2021.

Go to thelinescompany.co.nz/forms 
to view them.
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tuaries in New Zealand and to promote these sanctuaries 
to those interested in learning how they are contributing 
to New Zealand biodiversity restoration”.

The organisation is an informal network of biodiversity 
sanctuaries that share common goals and approaches in 
their efforts to restore New Zealand’s special biodiversity. 

They are a group of projects that aim to eradicate the 
full suite of pests (or achieve near-zero pest densities) from 
their chosen areas; reintroduce missing species including 
many rare and endangered species; and involve local 
communities in restoration.

“Each project is an experiment to restore a New Zealand 

ecosystem to a state dominated by diverse and abundant 
native species and their interactions, and not dominated 
by introduced predators (e.g., stoats, ship rats) or competi-
tors (e.g., brushtail possums, feral goats),” states SONZI. 

These sanctuaries generally: use of pest-proof fences; 
ongoing intensive management of introduced pests; using 
geographically isolated areas such as near-shore islands or 
peninsulas; managing a permanent and substantial risk of 
reinvasion by pests; what, when and how to translocate; 
monitoring changes and reporting success; economic and 
social sustainability; the contribution and potential of 
sanctuaries to reaching New Zealand’s biodiversity goals.

From Page 1

Uenuku hosts Santuaries conference

Delegates to the SONZI conference last week move up to the Raetihi Marae, ready for the powhiri, 
surrounded by snow. Photo: Liz Brooker.

Area Covid 
vaccinations 
ramping up

The Whanganui region’s rollout had a 
record week last week as 4167 doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine put into arms and a total 
of 35,215 doses had been delivered as at 
Monday morning.

Included in that total was around 250 
doses delivered at a busy Te Pae Tata clinic 
in Ohakune.

On Sunday last week, the vaccine rollout 
team managed to beat the snow to set up 
camp in the school hall in Waiouru, where 
138 doses were delivered.

“It was a very happy clinic which 
had great community support,” said 
Helen Connole, who was overseeing the 
operation.

She thanked Waiouru Primary School 
and principal Deirdre Hearmon for their 
assistance.

On Monday last week, the whole-of-
community kaupapa moved to Matahiwi 
Hall up the River Road, where 32 people 
were vaccinated with people from as far 
up as Pipiriki attending.

The clinic was run by Te Oranganui and 
whānau were grateful that the vaccina-
tion rollout was coming to them, says the 
rollout team.

The rollout team says that the difference 
in numbers from the Ministry of Health 
website and the numbers provided by 

Whanganui District Health Board, is be-
cause family members of border and MIQ/
MIF, the defence workforce and others who 
may have been vaccinated in neighbouring 
DHBs but live in Whanganui.

The team says that despite the move in 
groups being vaccinated now, this does not 
mean the previous groups have missed out. 

Residents continue to book using the 
national booking number 0800 28 29 26.

The vaccination programme is moving 
to a gap of six weeks or more because it 
allows vaccinators to give one dose (partial 
protection) to a larger number of people 
faster. Early findings from a small number 
of well-designed studies show that an ex-
tended duration between doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine gives a robust immune response.

There will be some exceptions: people 
with specific clinical treatment plans (such 
as those about to commence immunosup-
pressive treatment) or those at higher risk 
of contracting Covid-19 like border work-
ers may be advised to have their doses with 
a shorter gap.

The COVID-19 vaccine rollout group 
is made up of Whanganui District Health 
Board (WDHB), Whanganui Regional 
Health Network (WRHN), Hauora ā Iwi, 
the National Hauora Coalition and Māori 
health services.
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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Where autumn leaves have fallen and winter lies ahead, smart sellers know a change in season holds 

valuable sale opportunities when you’re backed by Bayleys.

We’re picking strong influence from owner-occupiers through these winter months, 

perfect for savvy sellers looking to showcase snug winter features and secure 

optimal value.

Fewer winter listings will help your property to make an impact, while backing by 

Bayleys offers the chance to reach serious, more focussed purchasers through 

exclusive marketing tools and strategic industry partnerships which help us to find the 

buyers others can’t.

With our bubble expanding and global vaccinations providing stability, Kiwis are looking 

to make their move, encouraged by changing circumstances to secure a cosy new home.

For more information about how winter can work harder, and smarter for you, your local 

Bayleys office welcomes your call.

0800 BAYLEYS | bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder
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Holiday 

hosts 
baulk 
at extra 

rates
Three Ohakune property owners told local councillors 

that they felt their rates bills are unfair, because they have 

been charged extra for having holiday rental accommoda-

tion on their properties.

Ryan Eves and Dylan Hovelle, who were later joined 

by a third property owner, addressed the Ruapehu District 

Council during the public forum session at their meeting 

in Ohakune on Wednesday.

Ryan Eves said he has a bed-sit within his home that 

has an ensuite, but no kitchen, but he is being charged an 

extra SUIP (‘separately used or inhabited part of a prop-

erty) charge and is now paying an extra $2000 per year.

He said he doesn’t rent out the space.

Dylan Hovelle said he has a separate building on his 

property, that he rents out, but that it only sleeps two people 

and is not self-contained.

He argues that his rental unit doesn’t put as much pres-

sure on services as a large rental unit – “five bedroom, 

three bathroom” – which is not being charged extra in rates.

He said he agrees that there should be some form of 

extra payment but that the current charges are too much.

Ryan Eves said he knew of 15 people who have full 
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Snow was a 

go-go for bikes

Joe Qiaoyu Zheng was given the morning off by his 

boss to go biking on Monday and chose to check 

out the Ohakune Old Coach Road and put down the 

first tracks on the Hapuawhenua Viaduct, meeting 

up with photographer James Bell. With the skies 

clearing on Tuesday, other locally-based adventure-

seekers were heading up to Turoa, potentially having 

the place to themselves with the highways around 

the area closed.
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Avalanche 

training 

for rescue 

volunteers

A whole lot of interagency planning came to 

fruition on the weekend at Whakapapa when 

teams from around the country gathered for an 

avalanche training weekend.

Teams came from LandSAR, Ruapehu Alpine 

Rescue Organisation (RARO), Aoraki/Mt Cook 

Alpine Cliff Rescue (ACR), Taranaki ACR, 

Police, St John Ambulance, Mt Ruapehu ski 

patrol, LandSAR dogs, Tukino Ski Patrol and 

Ruapehu Alpine Lifts all came together for the 

avalanche training.

Saturday consisted of training in National 

Park for the Incident Management Team (IMT) 

members while the field teams trained in the lat-

est search techniques on the mountain. 

The training was led by the Aoraki team 

at both locations and all benefited from their 

professional experience, said National Park 

Constable Conrad Smith.

“On Sunday we all got to put our previous 

day’s learning into action with a big avalanche 

site prepared by the groomers,” he said.

Eleven ‘victims’ (mannequins) were buried 

at various depths and locations and all with dif-

ferent levels of detectability to test the various 

search techniques. Once found, the mannequins 

were swapped with humans so first aid responses 

could be tested.

A mock avalanche site was ‘built’ by Whaka-

papa groomers at Delta Corner on the ski area.

The exercise also involved two “almost op-

erational” avalanche rescue dogs that will join 

Echo, the ‘almost operational’ avalanche dog takes a well-earned rest after his hard work, with handler Lisa Jaggi, a RARO 

volunteer. Photo: Conrad Smith.

Turn to Page 5

Operation 

Hannah 

checks 

ski bus 

safety
Police were at ski fields last week making sure vehicles 

and drivers are safe to be on the roads.

“We want everyone to be able to experience and 

enjoy New Zealand’s great outdoors,” says Inspector 

Mike Brooklands, Police National Manager Commercial 

Vehicle Safety Team.

“More importantly, we want everyone travelling on 

our roads to do so safely.”

Operation Hannah is a multi-site operation targeting 

vehicles in and around ski fields including passenger 

services vehicles (PSVs). 

It was focused on improving both vehicle safety and 

work-related road safety through road safety prevention, 

compliance and education.

Eleven-year-old Hannah Francis was tragically killed 

when a bus carrying 31 passengers crashed near Tūroa 

ski field in 2018. Her death was in every way avoidable.

NZ Police has permission from the Francis and Bruton 

families to undertake this operation in Hannah’s name.

“Operating a vehicle or PSV in a ski field environment 

is unique,” says Inspector Brooklands.

“The roads to and from the ski fields are mountainous, 

are more likely to have fewer road safety infrastructures 

than our state highways, and more likely to have ice and 

snow on the road surface. These combined conditions 
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Snow holidays 

a smashMāori ward 

info plan 
needed for 

elections: Pue
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 

Reporter
Ruapehu District councillor Elijah Pue 

says the advent of many more Māori con-

stituencies around the country for the 2022 

local government elections adds urgency to 

the debate over the Māori electoral option.

Māori voters are currently able to switch 

between the general and Māori electoral 

rolls once every five to six years, after 

each census.
The Government is considering chang-

ing the Māori Electoral Option to every 

three years, aligning with the electoral 

cycle, while the Electoral Commission has 

recommended that Māori voters should be 

able to change rolls at any time.

Councillor Pue says while issues of tim-

ing and frequency are important, the review 

should also focus on educating citizens on 

their choices and he says the information 

campaigns need to happen now, well ahead 

of the 2022 local government elections.

“I think we need to have a discussion 

about how often we can change rolls. We 

need to have a wider discussion about 

what education looks like, about being on 

one or the other, because I don’t think our 

people know enough around what comes 

with being on one or the other.

“With Māori wards coming online for 

local government, I think actually we’ve 

talked about it far too much and we need 

to get on with it.”

In elections for councils and regional 

councils, those on the Māori roll will be 

Cr Elijah Pue: wider discussion on 

election changes needed.

Turn to Page 2

A young snowboarding ‘grom’ – complete with unicorn suit and a helmet octopus – gets some tips 

from a Whakapapa instructor in Happy Valley in the school snow holidays. See inside for more. 

Photo supplied.
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Uenuku hosts Sanctuaries conference

Two Māori 

seats not 

enough: 
Ruapehu 

hui says
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter

Māori at hui on marae in Raetihi and Taumarunui have 

called on Ruapehu District Council to increase the number 

of Māori seats under its representation proposal.

In its first representation review to include the introduc-

tion of Māori seats next year, the council is proposing two 

Māori seats from a single Māori ward.

The council is also proposing a smaller council, cutting 

the number of councillors from 11 to eight.

In its initial representation proposal, set to be finalised on 

25 August, two Māori councillors would be elected at large 

and the remaining six would be general seats, also elected 

at large. In addition, a mayor would be elected at large.

The number of community boards would double from 

two to four, each with four elected members and expanded 

responsibilities.

Māori wards advocate Fiona Kahukura Chase said there 

were calls for half the council seats to be Māori, reflecting 

the population. According to 2018 Census data, 45.3% 

of people in the Ruapehu District identified themselves 

as Māori.
“The Māori population in Taumarunui is greater than 

50%. The Māori population in Raetihi is greater than 50%. 

Where is the equity in that? There’s none,” Chase said.

“There’s no way we’re going to get two Māori coun-

cillors to be able to fairly represent Māori over all of the 

People who are involved with wildlife 

sanctuaries around New Zealand converged on 

Raetihi last week to take part in the annual Sanc-

tuaries of New Zealand Incoporated (SONZI) 

conference.
The theme for the workshops that were part 

of the conference was “Iwi and Conservation”.

Hosts for the conference was the Uenuku 

Charitable Trust, who invited attendees on a 

field trip to the Trust’s proposed Pokaka Sanc-

tuary in Erua Forest on the Manganui-o-Te-Ao 

River.
Around 80 people were welcomed onto 

Raetihi Marae to start the conference on Tues-

day, with “picture postcard” snow scenes as a 

backdrop.
Tuesday was the powhiri at the marae and a 

“science day”.

Wednesday was the workshop “Iwi and 

Conservation” and dinner at the Raetihi Cos-

mopolitan Club.

On Thursday the group travelled to Pokaka, 

to see first-hand the area that Uenuku plans to 

turn into an eco-sanctuary, as part of its Treaty 

of Waitangi settlement.

Another part of the conference are the “Soap-

boxes” – when people are invited to put forward 

short presentations on sanctuary innovations, 

observations, challenges and successes.

Sanctuaries of New Zealand aims to provide 

“current, relevant, and best-practice information 

to those engaged in managing biodiversity sanc-

Turn to Page 2
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Delegates at the Sanctuaries of New Zealand Inc conference got to witness first-hand the area for the proposed Pokaka 

Sanctuary last Thursday. Photo: Liz Brooker.
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Alzheimers Whanganui

Have you recently been
diagnosed with dementia? 

Are you a family/whānau member,
or a friend concerned about 

someone who has?
We will be in Ohakune 

Monday 30th August 2021
10.00 am - 1.00 pm

For an appointment please contact Tracy 
Phone: 022 694 4978 

Email: support@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz

Celebrating the community rescue helicopter

Horizons ends second year of SLUI contract
Horizons Regional Council’s Sustain-

able Land Use Initiative (SLUI) continues 
to target hill country erosion, with more 
than 3800 ha of work completed this year 
and Whole Farm Plans in place across 
859 farms.

Horizons environmental manager Grant 
Cooper says that SLUI has been in place 
for over 14 years.

“Additional funding secured from the 
Ministry of Primary Industries Te Uru 
Rākau has really allowed for acceleration 
of the programme and is assisting landown-
ers to progress towards the requirements of 
central government’s Essential Freshwater 
package,” says Mr Cooper.

Horizons Regional Council has com-
pleted the second year of the contract with 
Te Uru Rākau. 

The contract with the Hill Country Ero-
sion Fund (HCEF) is providing more than 
$6.4 million in funding over four years and 
is part of the funding alongside ratepayer 
and landowner contributions.

A report presented to Horizons’ August 
catchment operations committee showed 
that over the first two years of the contract, 
the 6505 ha target for erosion reduction 
works programmes has been exceeded by 
over 70 per cent, with more than 11,180 
ha of erosion reduction work completed.

“Erosion reduction work consists of 
forestry, pole planting, stream fencing, 
sediment traps, reversion of land in pasture 
to native and cover and fencing of existing 
bush remnants.”

Mr Cooper says that a key part of the 
SLUI programme is around the develop-
ment of Whole Farm Plans (WFP) with 
individual farmers.

“To date, more than 619,000 ha of WFPs 
have been completed across 859 farms,” 
says Mr Cooper.

“In addition, Horizons operates a num-
ber of poplar and willow pole nurseries 
to produce planting material for erosion 
control programmes.

“The aim is to produce and source a total 
of 30,000 poles per season. The 2020-2021 

winter pole season saw 32,600 2.5-3.0 me-
tre poles distributed to landowners, and we 
are on track to increase that figure to deliver 
over 36,000 poles this winter.”

Horizons councillor and catchment 
operations committee chair David Cot-
ton says the Horizons Region has around 
260,000 hectares of highly erodible land 
in pasture and a further 200,000 hectares 
protected from erosion by vegetated cover.

“SLUI is New Zealand’s largest hill 
country programme and is the main mecha-
nism for tackling accelerated erosion in our 
hill country,” says Cr Cotton.

“It represents a $79 million investment 
in the region by central government, rate-
payers and landowners.

“Since SLUI began, over 25 million 
trees have been planted and Horizons has 
established relationships with more than 
850 landowners to develop Whole Farm 
Plans across 619,000 hectares, represent-
ing over half the highly erodible land in 
the region.

“Landowners have had a significant 
input into the completion of over 48,000 
hectares of erosion control works to date.

“Even if a landowner hasn’t had work 
done before, or doesn’t have a WFP, we 
encourage them to get in contact with 
Horizons land management team on 0508 
800 800 to discuss what could be done on 
their farm.”

Find out more about the SLUI programme 
on the Horizons website at www.horizons.
govt.nz/managing-natural-resources/land

SLUI has been recognised in a Manaaki 
Whenua - Landcare Research report which 
assessed the impact of the programme on 
sediment levels in the region’s rivers in 
2013. The closest scenario to how SLUI 
currently operates predicted that the annual 
sediment load in rivers will reduce by 27 
per cent by 2043. Further modelling has 
shown that this may reduce to 5 per cent 
under some climate change scenarios. Ma-
naaki Whenua - Landcare Research will be 
updating this research this year.

Planting willow and poplar poles is still one of the methods for controlling hill country erosion.

The global helicopter industry celebrated “one of the 
most amazing machines ever invented” on Monday, World 
Helicopter Day, with the Rescue Helicopter Service includ-
ing the Taupō and Palmerston North choppers joining in.

“Helicopters impact every industry; rescues and 
disaster relief, conservation, agriculture, and forestry, 
though to the tourism and filmmaking industries,” says 
Sharni Weir, marketing manager for the Philips Search 
and Rescue Trust.

According to statistics, there are over 56,000 helicopters 
worldwide and many makes and models are in New Zealand.

“If you’re in trouble anywhere, a rescue helicopter can 
fly in with a skilled crew to save your life,” says Sharni 
Weir.

“Usually heard before it’s seen, the loud, sudden noise 
of a helicopter is a musical symphony to the ears of any 
human being in a crisis.”

It would be rare to see any unfolding global emergency 
without seeing a helicopter on the scene, pulling victims 
from raging flood waters, airlifting people from the roofs 
of collapsing buildings, or dropping fire retardants from 
the sky to control raging bush fires.

The Sikorsky, Bolkow-Kawasaki, Leonardo, Agusta, 
Bell and Eurocopter helicopters are all models that 
have been utilised as rescue helicopters for use in New 
Zealand’s diverse topography and complex terrain. The 
Bolkow-Kawasaki BK-117, jointly developed and manu-
factured by Germany and Japan, is currently utilised by 
the Waikato Westpac Rescue Helicopter, TECT Rescue 
Helicopter, Greenlea Rescue Helicopter and Palmerston 
North Rescue Helicopter because of its exceptionality as 
an air medical and search and rescue utility. 

Possessing high stability and manoeuvrability, the BK-
117’s speed and agility is enhanced by twin, 750 horse-
power engines, precision aerodynamic blades weighing 
approximately 36kg, and a flying speed of 220km per 
hour. The added benefit of a high-mounted tail boom and 
tail rotor enhances safety for crew and ease of access for 
patients through the rear of the aircraft.

Pilot Dan, working for the Waikato Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter, has been flying helicopters in New Zealand 
and abroad for 25 years.

“The combination of its 
unique ability to land and 
take off so gently with zero 
speed, often with several 
people or a significant load 
on board, and yet then also 
fly at very high speed to 
its destination makes it the 
perfect tool for my job. I 
still find them fascinating 
and incredible machines 
and I love it every time I 
go flying.”

Over 30,000 people owe 
their lives to the fleet of 
community helicopters 
serving the central North 
Island.  The fleet, operating 
out of the regions compris-
ing Waikato, King Coun-
try, Coromandel, Central 
Plateau and Lakes region, 
coastal Bay of Plenty, and 
the Manawatu and Whanganui regions, ensure that any 
point on the map in the central North Island is accessible 
to one or more of them at any time. 

“With a greatly experienced and highly-skilled op-
erational team, including a fulltime flight intensive care 
paramedic work force, the service is an integral part of a 
wider emergency response chain, providing a vital link 
between rural communities and main DHB hospitals,” 
says Sharni Weir.

Faced with daily victory and tragedy, rescue helicopter 
crews work under extremely intense and challenging con-
ditions and as an important component of the helicopter 
industry, it’s fitting and appropriate that a day is marked 
on the international calendar to celebrate the immense 
contribution helicopters make to your community.

“It would be right to say that the helicopter’s role in 
saving lives represents one of the most glorious pages 
in the history of human flight.” – Igor Sikorsky, aviation 
pioneer and father of the modern helicopter.

The Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter – one of the 
machines celebrated 
on World Helicopter 
Day.
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Auto Service

Ph 06-385 4216

• WoF – cars $50, trailers $35
all makes & models

• Qualified mechanics
• Tyres – cars, motorbikes, 

ATV’s, side-by-side
• Batteries

Right here in Raetihi

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing	&	Drainlaying
•	 Pumps	 -	 sales,	 servicing	 &	 installation	 of	
all	pumps

•	 Fires	&	Solar	
•	 5	Ton	Digger	with	Augers,	Ditchwitch	&	Tip	Truck

“Your	local	Registered	Certifier”

Call	Brian	027	436	1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Ruapehu College reports

Health awards return 
after challenging times

EyE on RuapEhu CollEgE, Con-
tRibutEd by staff and studEnts

After celebrating the students 
and their success at the Secondary 
Schools Squash tournament, Rua-
pehu College took time to reflect 
on the tragedy down in Timaru 
where a number of students lost 
their lives in a road accident. 

“As tragic as it is, it also serves 
a good reminder to us all of our 
responsibilities on the roads as 
such a tragedy would severely 
affect a small community like we 
have here,” says College principal 
Marama Allen.

Senior Netball
The College’s senior girls net-

ball team have hit the top of the 
ladder in their competition and 
have played some fun and com-
petitive games the last couple of 
weeks.

Girls Rugby
The College’s rugby girls team 

made it into the semi-finals for 
their Whanganui competition. 
They unfortunately lost to Whan-
ganui High School 25-5, and 
coach Wayne TeHuia said he is 
very proud of the girls with their 
performance last week and over 
the season. 

Mountain Biking
Eight students adventured out in 

the cold to bike the Ohakune Old 
Coach Road in preparation for the 
Whanganui Mountain Champion-
ships later in the month.

The College thanked Mike Fra-
ser at SLR, who kindly transported 
the students and their bikes to the 
start at Horopito and to Lane Dem-
chy for riding with the students.

Students who are interested in 
joining the group can contact Sarah 
for more information.

Boys Rugby
This week: today, Wednesday 18 

August: City College vs Ruapehu 
at City College – 3.45pm.

A group of Ruapehu College students hit the mountain bikes last week, training for the 
championships later this month.

After a year off, the Whanganui District Health Quality Awards – Te Tohu 
Rangatira are back, with nominations being sought now.

“Since the last health awards held in Whanganui in 2019, the health sec-
tor has faced some unprecedented challenges,” says DHB chief executive 
Russell Simpson.

“Confronting the threat of the global Covid-19 pandemic, a national lock-
down and now the biggest vaccination rollout in New Zealand history have 
all tested the dedication and ingenuity of health workers.

“The way they have risen to the challenges makes this year’s awards all 
the more pertinent.”

The Awards are to celebrate the health and wellbeing sector’s work with 
the local communities. 

The closing date for entries is Friday 20 August and the awards night will 
be on Friday 1 October at the Whanganui racecourse.

The awards are organised by Whanganui District Health Board but open 

to every individual and organisation operating in the health sector, including 
non-clinical and volunteers.

“It is important we take time to reflect on the great mahi being undertaken 
across the wider Whanganui rohe and celebrate the successes,” said Mr 
Simpson.

“We want to shine a light on those people and projects that are making a 
difference to the health of our community.

“This year, the awards are based on the DHB’s strategic vision of He Hāpori 
Ora – Thriving Communities, with categories related to our focus areas of 
Pro-Equity, Social Governance and Healthy at Home – Every Bed Matters.

“The 2021 awards are open to all DHB staff, health, wellness and disability 
service providers or individuals working to benefit the health and wellbeing 
of individuals, whānau and communities.

“We look forward to celebrating the many achievements of the wider 
health team.”
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site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
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Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPEt & UPHoLStERy CLEANING

24 HoUR FLooD CALLoUt
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Experts ~ at your service

Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, DecorateAuto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry pickers, 

pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, 

post hole borers, furniture 
trailer, concrete equipment, 

rollers & compactors, 
portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
tWEEDDALE HIRE

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

ohakune tV Electrical

Free quotes. total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Guaranteed heating, 
even on the coldest days

HyperCore is the only heat pump in NZ that 
guarantees its full rated heating capacity 

right down to -15 degrees!

Ads

Ph 06 385 8532

Rats!
This space could have been yours. 

Call us today to grab it 
for next week.

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE

buSInESS nOTICESbuSInESS 
nOTICES

GARAGE DooRS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free 
quote ring Alex Ferrier 
Building Services Ltd on 
07-895-5890.

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

FIREWooD tHE 
WooDSHED. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

tANK SPECIALIStS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

FIREWooD LoGS mixed 
loads only txt/call Keith or 
Tom on 027-358-4898.

Bennett’s tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

this Saturday 21 August
 at the Centre, Seddon St until 1pm

For stall info phone Angel 0274 316 327
Only $10 per stall – third Saturday of each month

MAYOR in WAIMARINO

Mayor Don Cameron is 
available to meet residents and 
ratepayers to talk about any 
issues or concerns at Ruapehu 
District Council offices in 
either Ohakune or Raetihi. 
Arrangements can be made for people who are unable to travel 
to either office. To organise an appointment please call either 
Ohakune (06 385 8364) or Raetihi (06 385 4447).

Matemateaonga-Waitotara Forest 

Protecting taonga species from local extinction

EcoFX Limited advises of its intention to undertake an aerial application of toxin Sodium Fluoroacetate (1080) 
to control predators in the Whanganui National Park and Waitotara Conservation Area.

This Tiakina Nga Manu operation is being undertaken on behalf of the Department of Conservation (DOC).

Why predator control

This work is to protect native species at risk. Our native lizards, frogs, insects, birds, and their eggs are 
decimated when rat populations get too high. Rats also compete with native animals for food and prevent 
growth of seedlings.

Large mature trees are killed because of heavy possum browsing, impacting the health of the forest ecosystem. 
Northern rata, kamahi and Hall’s totara are favoured by possums and will die if possums are not periodically 
controlled to low densities. Possums also raid nests for eggs and chicks and compete with native animals for 
food. Reducing possum numbers allows the forest habitat to recover.

Description of the area

The Matemateaonga-Waitotara operational area includes nationally significant populations of whio and 
Western brown kiwi as well as habitats that support other nationally and locally threatened species. 

The operational area and adjoining forest form the second largest lowland forest remnant in the North Island. 

The operational area is part Whanganui National Park and part Waitotara Conservation Area between the 
Whangamomona River in the north, Whanganui River to the east, Waitotara River to the west and Pokeka 
Stream to the south.

Method of predator control 

Between 23 August 2021 and 30 November 2021, DOC and its contractor EcoFX will apply baits containing 
biodegradable 1080 over the area shown on the map. A non-toxic pre-feed bait will be applied first. 

The cylindrical, toxic cereal bait pellets containing 1080 are approximately 2cm in diameter and are dyed 
green. Dyeing the pellets and adding a cinnamon lure attracts possums and rats but deters birds. Non-toxic 
pre-feed is also cylindrical and 2cm in diameter but are sandy in colour and do not contain dye.

Precautions

The pesticide is poisonous to humans and domestic animals. 

Always remember:

• DO NOT touch or eat the bait

• WATCH CHILDREN at all times

• DO NOT EAT animals from this area

• Toxic baits and carcasses are DEADLY to DOGS

Observe these rules whenever you see warning signs placed at the public access ways in the above areas. 
Warning signs indicate that pesticide residues may still remain in baits and carcasses, possibly for more than 
six months. 

If you suspect poisoning

Always contact: Your local doctor or 
local hospital or the National Poisons 
Centre: 0800 764 766 (urgent calls) or  
03 479 7248 or dial 111. 

For more information:  Department of 
Conservation – Whanganui Office, Pest 
Control Manager, Private Bag 3016, Whanganui 
4540 Email: Whanganui@doc.govt.nz 
Phone: 06 349 2100

Visit www.doc.govt.nz/tiakina-nga-manu

EcoFX Limited, PO Box 248, Otorohanga 3900,  
Email: admin@ecofx.co.nz  Phone: 07 873 8130

www.ecofx.co.nz 

-

KING CoUNtRy ELECtRIC PoWER tRUSt

NotICE to CoNSUMERS, BUSINESS HoUSES 
AND CoMMUNIty oRGANISAtIoNS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEEtING
The Annual General Meeting of the Trust will be held on

Monday, 30th August 2021 at 4.00pm

VENUE:
Conference Room at Oreti Village Resort, 88 Pukawa Road, 

Pukawa, Lake Taupo.

tIME:
Our AGM will be held at 4.00pm with drinks and nibbles to be 

provided from 5.00pm following the AGM.

AGENDA:
• Consideration and Adoption of Minutes of Previous Annual 

General Meeting held on 31st August 2020
• Presentation of Annual Report
• Presentation of Annual Financial Statements for the Year ended 

31st March 2021
• Appointment of Auditor
• Informal General Business

RSVP NECESSARY:
Please RSVP to our Secretary via email: kcept@xtra.co.nz or at 

below address.

Annual Reports and Financial Statements will be available from 25th 
August 2021 from our website: www.kcpowertrust.co.nz

T Jackson, Secretary, PO Box 421, TAUMARUNUI
11th August 2021

PubLIC nOTICES

c

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board                 
6.00pm,  Thursday 2 September 2021 
Council Chambers, 37 Ayr Street, Ohakune 
Ruapehu District Council
10.00am, Wednesday 8 September 2021        
Council Chambers, 37 Ayr Street, Ohakune
National Park Community Board
5.30pm, Tuesday 14 September 2021        
Kaitieke School, 1415 Kaitieke Road, Kaitieke
Audit and Risk Committee
11.00am, Monday 20 September 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui 
Ruapehu District Council
10.00am, Wednesday 22 September 2021        
Council Chambers, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui 

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council                    07 895 8188
Taumarunui Ohura Ward Committee             
Karen Ngatai, Chairperson        021 0222 2122
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board  
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson        027 274 2616
Audit and Risk Committee
Philip Jones, Chairperson                                                027 499 9408          
National Park Community Board 
 Peter Zimmer, Chairperson         027 479 1926 

Ruapehu District Council
Boards and Committees
SEPTEMBER 2021 MEETING DATES

PubLIC nOTICES

PubLIC nOTICES

Deadline for all 
advertising bookings 

and copy is

5pm Fridays!

www.ohakune.info
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Te Kahui o Paerangi
Te Totarahoe o Paerangi 

Trust 
Hui-a-Tau (agm)

Saturday 18 September 2021
Raketapauma Marae, Maukuku Road, 

Irirangi, Taihape
09:30am pōwhiri

Agenda

1 Mountain Road, Ohakune 
 New Zealand

0800 NRANGI  or 06 385 9500 
 ngatirangi.com

www.facebook.com/ngatirangi

—

—

9:30am
Pōwhiri and morning tea
10.00am
Karakia and mihimihi
Te Kāhui o Paerangi Chair’s report
Te Tōtarahoe o Paerangi Trust
Chair’s report
Annual and financial report
Annual plan
Appointment of auditor 
Trustee remuneration
Te Kūmete o Paerangi Chair’s report
Minutes of previous Hui ā-Tau 
Other business
Pānui
Karakia

Copies of the reports will be emailed 
to all adult registered members 

approximately two weeks before the 
meeting.

—

Please RSVP your attendance or apology to 
Felecia Wilson on office@ngatirangi.com or 

call 0800 N RANGI

Military Exercise
Officer Cadet School of the New Zealand 
Army will be carrying out a military exercise 
25-31 August 2021. 

They will be based out of the Rangataua 
forest, and the exercise area will be 
encompassed in this area. 

Training will involve soldiers conducting 
patrols by day and night.  Soldiers will be 
carrying military weapons and using both 
civilian and military vehicles.  Blank firing 
may occur over this period in a controlled 
environment.

If you have any queries about the exercise 
please contact the below:

Officer Cadet School
SSGT Vanner: 0211672729

SSGT Kahukura:
Selwyn.Kahukura@nzdf.mil.nz

Advisory Notice

PUBLIC NotICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply 
of Alcohol Act 2012
Ohakune Tavern Limited has 
made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee 
at Ruapehu District Council 
for the Renewal of an On 
Licence with variation 
in respect of the premises 
situated at 70 Clyde Street 
known as Ohakune Tavern. 
The variation of the licence 
refers to the following: To 
extend the licensed hours of 
the outside deck area from 
9.00am - 2.00am.   
The general nature of the 
business to be conducted 
under the licence is that of a 
Tavern.  The days on which 
and the hours during which 
alcohol is intended to be sold 
under the licence are: Monday 
- Sunday: 9.00am – 2.00am.
The application may be 
inspected during ordinary 
office hours at the office of the 
Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled 
to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the 
licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of 
the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the 
objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, 
Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue 
of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than 
a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply 
of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of 
this notice.

PubLIC nOTICES

We’ve moved!
the Bulletin is now at 45 Clyde St, next to Utopia.

PubLIC
 nOTICESSITuATIOnS vACAnT

We’ve moved!
the Bulletin is now at 

45 Clyde St, next to Utopia.

Do you enjoy working in the bush? Are you physically f it and able to 
carry loads across steep terrain? Are you looking to upskill and take on a 
new challenge? 

Uenuku are developing a whenua protection team to undertake pest 
control & environmental management of our rohe and are currently 
seeking applications for the following full-time positions:
 

Tiramahi Whenua
Field Crew Workers

4x full-time positions
40 hours a week Monday-Friday

 
Tauira Mahi Whenua
Field Crew Trainees

2x full-time positions
40 hours a week Monday-Friday

 
For these positions you will have a passion for protecting the 

environment, are keen to learn & upskill (all training will be provided), 
have a full driver’s license along with NCEA Level 1 & 2 qualif ications 
but, most importantly you must not be afraid of hard work and are 

willing to turn up on time to support your team.

 
Kaitaki Whenua

Field Crew Team Leader
1X full-time position

40 hours a week Monday-Friday

For this position you will have exceptional team management skills 
with a strong health and safety focus and are not afraid of getting 
out in the f ield with your team. Practical experience in pest control 
management is a must along with a preference for applicants with 

First Aid/Growsafe Certif icates, a Controlled Substance License & Basic 
Chainsaw qualif ications. 4x4 and LUV driving experience 

is an advantage and you will also be an excellent manager 
of time and computer literate. 

 

Why work for Iwi?
Uenuku is committed to building a highly-skilled workforce that 
lives and celebrates our core values as tangata whenua along with 
proactively working to train & upskill kaimahi as, we all strive towards a 
prosperous future.
 
Applications close at 5pm on 31 August, 2021. Please apply by 
emailing a CV and cover letter demonstrating how you meet the 
relative position requirements to admin@uenuku.iwi.nz
 
For any enquiries, please contact the Project Manager Steve Hirini on 
021 651 958 or stevenhirini@gmail.com
 

All the above positions are full-time, f ixed-term for an initial 3-year 
period with the expectation of developing into future opportunities.

,

PUBLIC NotICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply 
of Alcohol Act 2012
Mellonsfolly Ranch Limited 
has made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee 
at Ruapehu District Council for 
the Renewal of an On Licence 
in respect of the premises 
situated at 440 Crotons 
Road, Ruatiti Valley known as 
Mellonsfolly Ranch.  
The general nature of the 
business to be conducted 
under the licence is that of a 
Hotel.  The days on which and 
the hours during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold under the 
licence are: Monday – Sunday 
8.00am to 10.00pm for day 
visitors, Monday to Sunday 
8.00am to 3.00am for hotel 
guests.
The application may be 
inspected during ordinary 
office hours at the office of the 
Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled 
to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the 
licence may, not later than 15 
working days after the date of 
the publication of this notice, 
file a notice in writing of the 
objection with the Secretary 
of the District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council, Private Bag 1001, 
Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue 
of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than 
a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply 
of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of 
this notice.

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.
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Pruning & Grafting Workshop
Raetihi Community Gardens
Sunday 22 August - 9am

• Fun, FREE, and interactive.
• Learn pruning & grafting 

basics for fruiting and                    
ornamental trees. 

• No experience needed.
• Bring your secateurs, 

loppers or hand saws 
to practice and all your 
questions. 

• Leave with the skills and 
confidence to prune & graft 
your own trees.

• Increase your crop of fruit 
and flowers. 

• Extend the life of your 
trees

• More info: Call Emily on 
027 203 1247

Anyone looking for a bumper summer harvest from their home orchard or garden knows the importance of pruning to balance growth 
and fruit production. Pruning is vital to allow room for new growth and increasing your yield of flowers and fruits. It also helps deter pest 
infestation and promotes the plant’s natural shape and healthy growth. If you want the skills and confidence to successfully prune and 
graft to increase your yeild and variety of crop come along to this fun, free workshop. ALL WELCOME

High Noon
RAL also said they had noted concerns regarding the 

High Noon Express.
“The challenge we have had in getting the lift opera-

tional is de-icing.
“While stunning, refreezing conditions since the storm 

have led to constant and repeated de-icing. 
“De-icing on the Noon is so important as the lift has de-

tachable chairs and the chairs won’t attach if there are any 
obstructions, e.g. ice, on the cable. If the wheels (sheaves) 
are frozen, they can’t spin and the cable can wear into the 
rubber, damaging it.

“The de-icing process combined with general post-storm 
clean up and work required to get other lifts operational, 
has meant we haven’t got the Noon going as soon as we 
(and you) would have liked. 

“Climbing the 12+ metre towers and swinging bats all 
day has been tiring, but safety services and maintenance 
team members, qualified and trained to work at that 
height, have pitched in alongside our legendary de-icing 
& lifts team.”

The company said a lack of snow earlier meant they had 
not been able to get out west from the HNE.

But now, they have enough snow for this and also have 
enough snow to “get a look” at the Nga Wai Heke. 

From Page 3

Big ice challenges for Mt Ruapehu’s ski areas

A groomer digs out the drive station area at the West Ridge Quad chairlift at Whakapapa.

Massive ice build-up on the High Noon Express at Turoa is a regular 
hold-up for opening the lift, with de-icers (see below) having to smash 
the ice off the lifts by hand. It is widely acknowledged that ice build-up 
on towers at Turoa is among the worst in the world. Photos: RAL.


