
MESSAGE FROM SENATOR BRAUN:

 � My father was a World War II Veteran, and I never forgot the lesson he impressed upon me of 
honoring those who have served our country. Our Veterans have put their lives on the line to protect 
everything we hold dear, and they deserve the absolute best we can provide.  As I work to make our 
government more effective and efficient, I will fight to ensure Hoosier Veterans get access to the 
resources they need and deserve.  We owe it to them.

CASEWORK SPOTLIGHT:

 � It’s an honor to serve those Hoosiers and their families that sacrificed for the country.  Since 2019, the 
Office of Senator Braun has handled nearly 500 pieces of casework for Hoosiers Veterans.

 � Since January 2019, Senator Braun has also saved Hoosier Veterans $436,615.
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VETERAN VOICES:

 � In March 2020, a representative from Senator 
Braun’s office attended the internment 
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery 
of Army Air Corps Tech Sergeant Charles G. 
Ruble, 20, of Selma, Indiana. TSGT Ruble was 
killed in Holland in 1944 when his plane was 
shot down and his remains were not located 
and identified until 2019.
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 � In October 2020, Senator Braun was proud to attend the internment ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery of Marine PFC Charles D. Miller, 19, of Albany, Indiana.  PFC Miller was killed at Tarawa in 
1943 and his remains were located in 2019 and identified in 2020.



SPONSORED LEGISLATION:

 � Passed the Senate! The U.S. Senate honored the 100th anniversary 
of The American Legion in August 2019 with a resolution 
spearheaded by Senator Braun.  S.Res.263 passed the Senate 
on July 31, 2019, and Senator Braun had the honor of presenting 
an official copy on-stage to The Legion during its anniversary 
convention in Indianapolis.

 � Passed the Senate! The U.S. Senate honored the Indiana Rangers 
upon the 50th anniversary of their return from Vietnam by passing 
a commemorative resolution (S.REs.301) sponsored by Senator 
Braun on July 31, 2019.

 � Introduced, and Pending Committee Action:
• S. 3613, a bill to strengthen existing benefits for certain descendants of Veterans exposed to 

herbicide agents.  Introduced on May 5, 2020, this bill seeks to clarify statute concerning the 
benefits available to descendants of Veterans exposed to herbicide agents and whose descendants 
have Spina Bifida.

• S. 3616, a bill to provide for the inclusion of military emblems as an option on gravestones furnished 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  This bill would authorize DoD-approved emblems (such as 
a Ranger tab, Pilot’s wings, Submariners badge, Division patches, or branch insignia) to be carved 
onto Veterans’ gravestones—a fitting and appropriate option for Veterans and their families to 
commemorate their service to our country.  

• S. 3753, a bill that would ensure that certain VA medical facilities have physical locations available 
for the disposal of opioids and other controlled substances medications.

• S. 3396, a bill to provide a posthumous award to Lt. General Frank Andrews (1884-1943), a pioneer 
and vigorous promoter of military aviation.  His efforts training pilots in WWI, his help organizing 
and equipping the Army Air Corps between the Wars, and commanding in the Caribbean, Middle 
East, and European theaters in WWII, made him a leader of distinction.

 � Proudly Cosponsoring
• S. 504, the Legion Act, introduced by Senator Sinema (D-AZ), to 

authorize The American Legion to determine the requirements 
for its membership. This bill was signed into law by President 
Trump and was assigned Public Law No: 116-35.

• S. 1881, the Veterans Expedited TSA Screening Safe Travel Act, 
introduced by Senator Todd Young (R-IN) to provide PreCheck 
to certain severely injured or disabled Veterans. This bill was 
approved by the Senate on September 20, 2019. 

• S. 849, the U.S.S. Frank Evans, introduced by Senator Cramer 
(R-ND), to provide for the inclusion on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall the names of the lost crew members of the 
U.S.S. Frank E. Evans killed on June 3, 1969.

• S. 695, the Education Savings Accounts for Military Families Act of 2019, introduced by Senator Ben 
Sasse (R-NE) to amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to allow parents of 
eligible military dependent children to establish Military Education Savings Accounts.

• S.Res.616, a resolution designating June 12, 2020, as “Women Veterans Appreciation Day,” sponsored 
by Senator Corey Booker (D-NJ).
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VA ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS 
TRANSITION:

 � The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs is 
currently transitioning to electronic health 
records.  Overall, the transition is an effort 
to unite VA, the Department of Defense, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, and community care 
providers on a single interoperable health 
information platform. 

 � Concerned about early missed deadlines 
for development and implementation, 
Senator Braun began oversight of this 
$1 billion modernization project, writing 
the VA twice since November 2019 for 
information concerning the transition.  The 
full implementation across the VA and DoD 
could take another decade.

 � Veterans will begin using the new My VA 
Health capabilities, accessible via VA.gov or 
My HealtheVet, when their local VA medical 
center or clinic transitions to the new 
EHR. Until then, Veterans will use only the 
existing My HealtheVet portal, which is also 
accessible via VA.gov. Once My VA Health 
launches at a site, Veterans will be able use 
their current credentials to sign in to either 
My VA Health or My HealtheVet. This will 
ensure Veterans who have received care at 
more than one VA site have access to all of 
their records. Historical records, including 
prior secure messages, will remain available 
on My HealtheVet.

“It is just shy of 1 week 50 years ago that I 
served in Vietnam,” said Senior Chief Petty 
Officer Douglas Sloan. “I want to thank Senator 
Braun and Jacob Harkin of his staff for helping 
me get the medals that I earned.”

At the ceremony, Mr. Sloan finally received his 
Vietnam Service Medal.  The Vietnam Service 
Medal is awarded to recognize service during 
the Vietnam War by all members of the United 
States Armed Services who have met the award 
requirements.

Mr. Sloan also received four Bronze Star 
Appurtenances.  Bronze Star Appurtenances 
are worn to denote distinguished service 
in a specific event or events in which the 
Department of the Navy recognizes meritorious 
service to the United States of America.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Douglas Sloan lives in 
Lyons, Indiana with his wife Kathryn.  He served 
for 22 years in the United States Navy.



SILVER STAR AWARDED TO SPECIALIST WILLIAM HARTER:

 � In August 2019, a Silver Star was awarded to Army Specialist William Harter, an honor that was earned 
in Vietnam but never received due to a more than 50-year-old mistake. Specialist Harter was killed on 
February 12, 1968 after his platoon came under fire.  While his family initially accepted a Bronze Star 
in his honor, he was meant to receive the Army’s more prestigious Silver Star.  The Office of Senator 
Braun was honored to work with the Army to help correct this error and ensure that Specialist Harter 
was properly recognized.



PURPLE HEART AWARDED 
TO JIM MOORE:

 � In November 2019, Staff Sergeant Jim 
Moore of Berne was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  Already highly decorated for his 
sacrifices on behalf of the country during 
Vietnam, Mr. Moore was owed one key 
outstanding award—the prestigious 
Purple Heart—for a head injury sustained 
during his service. While the paperwork 
was filed on November 4, 1970, Mr. Moore 
was not notified of the award until the 
spring of 2019.  The Office of Senator 
Braun was honored to provide assistance 
so that the award could be properly 
delivered in-person to Mr. Moore for his 
service and sacrifice to the country. 

PURPLE HEART AWARDED 
TO JERRY BOGER:

 � In August 2020, the country 
bestowed a long overdue honor 
upon the late Jerry Boger 
awarding him a Purple Heart, 
via his wife Violet Boger, for 
wounds he sustained while 
serving in Vietnam.  Mr. Boger 
was supposed to receive the 
award in 1967 in Vietnam, but it 
was not awarded until decades 
later. Senator Braun was honored 
to assist in retrieving records 
needed to help Mr. Boger and his 
family receive this well-deserved 
honor.  Comments at the award 
presentation held at a local 
VFW, Senator Braun commented 
at the event that: “Not having 
Jerry here to accept it himself…
it’s gotta be an emotional day 
& it’s their anniversary. It’s nice 
we can finally get that proper 
acknowledgement.”





FOR MORE INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE:
 � For more information and links to services available to Veterans, please go to: 

braun.senate.gov/veterans_resources

 � Veterans Benefits Administration
Indianapolis Regional Office
Phone: 1-800-827-1000
Website: https://www.benefits.va.gov/indianapolis/

 � Veterans Health Administration
Indiana Veterans Health Administration
Phone: 1-877-222-VETS (8387)
To find your VHA local region, visit https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=health

 � National Cemetery Administration
Midwest District
Phone: 317-916-3790
Website: https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/region.asp?ID=46

 � Records
National Personnel Records Center
Phone: 314-801-0800
Website: https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center

National Archives and Records Administration
Telephone: 202-357-5000
Website: https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/locations

 � For Suicidal Veterans
1-800-273-TALK (8255) and Press 1 
Website: https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/

 � Transition Assistance Advisor
Provides assistance to Guardsmen and Reservists transitioning back to civilian life following a deployment.
Phone: (317) 247-3300
For contact list, https://www.benefits.va.gov/transition/tap.asp


