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Men own 154% 
more Swedish land 

than women do. 
That’s 2.5 times 
more of the land 

than women own, 
in one of the most 
equal countries in 

the world.
 

— Ownershift’s research team

* Areal
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Why we are focusing on houses and land

We are spending more time in our homes than ever. We are staying in Sweden more 

than ever. We are exploring and utilizing our local area more than ever. We are wor-

king from home more than ever. The end of the pandemic and it’s after effects is not 

yet in sight, but we know for sure that the behaviors we’ve been forced to embrace 

have changed us forever. Housing prices are soaring, along with everything related to 

homes, construction and gardening.

Ownershift therefore decided that it was important to delve into who actually owns 

homes in Sweden, and in particular to answer the question: Who owns the land you’re 

walking on?

Having a home and, in particular, owning your home is a privilege. We do not believe 

that ownership solves the human right of enjoying safe living conditions. However, 

by highlighting how the ownership of Swedish homes and Swedish land is actually 

distributed between men and women, we hope to trigger thoughts, raise awareness, 

spread knowledge and spark debate.

In this way, we believe that we can encourage more people to reflect on ownership. 

Ownership rights, in tandem with human rights and the democratic system, have a 

significant impact on people’s empowerment and their ability to shape their own lives 

and to shape our society.

We believe that women’s ownership, women’s financial autonomy and women’s ability 

to build society are crucial for the good of all of us.

Founders of the Ownershift think tank

Charlotte Sundåker & Linda Waxin
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Ownershift compiles and presents statistics regarding differences between women’s 

and men’s ownership in Sweden. The Ownership Statistics table is an updated ver-

sion of the table that Ownershift has previously presented in Who owns Sweden? and 

Why don’t women and men own the same amount yet?. Access to annually updated and 

gender-based statistics regarding ownership is still very 

limited. The oldest data points date from 2019. A new cate-

gory this year is patents, based on data from the Swedish 

Intellectual Property Office (PRV). In addition to the exis-

tence of significant gender differences in respect of patent 

ownership, it is interesting to note that this type of overall 

picture of gender equality in patent ownership has not pre-

viously been presented in Sweden.

With our third compilation of the Ownership Statistics table, we can ascertain that men 

continue to own roughly twice as much as women in most of the categories. There has 

been very little change. For example, the proportion of women among reported bene-

ficial owners in companies has only increased by 0.26 percentage points between 

2019 and 2020. If this rate of change were to continue, it would take more than 91 

years for Sweden to achieve quantitative equality among beneficial owners.

[1] Beneficial owner: the person or persons who ultimately own or control e.g. a company or an association. 

A beneficial owner may also refer to a person or persons who benefit from someone else acting on 

their behalf (Swedish Companies Registration Office, 31/12/2020). [2] Entrepreneurs in limited liability 

companies: persons who are registered as entrepreneurs in the register-based labor market statistics 

(RAMS) from Statistics Sweden (SCB). According to Statistics Sweden, these mainly comprise small limited 

liability companies. [3] Entrepreneurs (other forms of company, excl. limited liability companies): persons 

registered as self-employed in RAMS from Statistics Sweden; includes individual traders, owners of limited 

partnerships and trading companies. [4] Euroclear, 2019. [5] Lantmäteriet, 2020. [6] Lantmäteriet, 2020. 

[7] Swedish Forest Agency, 2019. [8] Transport Analysis, 2019. [9] STIM, 2020. [10] Swedish Intellectual 

Property Office, 2020.

Ownership 
Statistics

We can observe that 

men continue to own 

roughly twice as much 

as women
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Entrepreneurs (limited liability companies) 2

Share of women among registered entrepreneurs in own their own limited liability company, 2019

Entrepreneurs (other forms of companies) 3

Share of women among registered entrepreneurs, excluding limited liability companies, 2019

Shares 4

Share of total market value owned by women (men’s share is 8%), 2019

Area 5

Share of Sweden’s land area privately owned by women, 2021

Agriculture properties 6

Share of privately owned agriculture properties based on rateable value owned by women, 2020

Cars 9

Share of women among privately owned cars, 2019

Music rights 8

Share of copyright holders affiliated to STIM who are women, 2020

Forest 7

Share of women among private individuals owning forest land, 2019

26%Beneficial ownership in companies 1

Share of women among registered beneficial owners, 2020

Who owns Sweden?

24%

37%

4%

15%

19%

38%

35%

21%

Patents 10

Share of active patents owned by women (men’s share is 6%), 2020 1%
New for 2021

There is a difference between registered 

inventors and patent holders. When it 

comes to inventors, 6% are women, 91% 

are men, with the remainder being unde-

termined or unknown.
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Similar gender differences in 

homeownership and salary

When we look at how Swedes live, we can see first and 

foremost that there are no major differences in the way 

women and men live. Most live in privately owned houses 

(49 percent or just over five million people), followed by 

rental apartments (27 percent) and tenant-owned apart-

ments (19 percent). Of Sweden’s privately owned houses, 

men own 10 percent more than women based on the total 

rateable value of the houses, which is approximately the 

same difference that we see between men’s and women’s 

earnings from employment. If we look instead at the total 

land area for houses, men own 128 percent or 2.3 times 

more.

Equal homeownership a class issue

When we compile how the ownership of houses is distribu-

ted between women and men at a municipal level, we see 

that the ownership gap is smaller in municipalities where 

average earnings from employment are higher.

17 out of 290 municipalities 

approved

We rank Sweden’s municipalities based on how equal 

house ownership is, based on the rateable value of the 

houses. An ownership gap that is within 5 percent of a 

50/50 ownership distribution is considered “approved”. 

Only 17 of Sweden’s 290 municipalities are deemed app-

roved. At the end of the report you will also find additional 

rankings of Sweden’s municipalities, based on all property 

types, i.e. all privately owned Swedish land and all privately 

owned houses.

There are (a few) women’s 

municipalities

When we look at equal home ownership based on total 

rateable value, we find four municipalities in which the 

ownership gap is unequal in favor of women. These are the 

“Riviera municipalities” of Höganäs, Vellinge, Borgholm 

and Simrishamn.

Capital gains from property sales 

close to equal

When considering income, people often do not think fur-

ther than salary, yet capital income (money that is earned 

by owning financial products such as shares, or more tan-

gible assets such as houses or tenant-owned apartments) 

accounts for an increasing proportion of Swedes’ life-

time earnings. In 2019, women’s average salaries were 10 

percent lower than men’s. The average difference in net 

financial capital gains stood at 54 percent. In the same 

year, women who completed a property sale achieved on 

average a 4 percent higher net gain than men. Women’s 

net capital gains from private property sales amounted to 

SEK 58 billion in 2019.

Who owns the land 

you’re walking on? Let’s 

start with an overview
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ciations or housing associations. Sing-

le-family homes with rental apartments 

refer to buildings owned by parties other 

than natural persons, deceased estates, 

tenant owner’s associations or housing 

associations. Single-family homes with 

ownership refer to buildings owned by 

natural persons or deceased estates. 

Lantmäteriet’s data contains all types of 

single-family homes, but when we map 

private individuals’ ownership of sing-

le-family homes, it is the latter type (i.e. 

single-family houses with ownership) that 

is being referred to.

Apartment buildings are buildings with at 

least three dwellings (rental apartments 

and/or tenant-owned apartments) or at 

least one premise (garage, offices, shop, 

restaurant or hotel). Rental units also 

include plots of land intended for such a 

building. In Statistics Sweden’s database, 

the designation for this type of property is 

multi-apartment buildings. In the data-

base, multi-apartment buildings with 

tenant-owned apartments refer to those 

apartments that are owned by tenant 

owner’s associations or housing asso-

ciations, and multi-apartment buildings 

with rental apartments refer to those 

apartments that are not owner-occupied 

apartments and that are owned by parties 

other than tenant owner’s associations or 

housing associations. In our mapping of 

ownership by private individuals, we are 

referring to multi-apartment buildings with 

rental apartments.

Agriculture properties comprise pro-

perties that are set up for agriculture or 

forestry, arable land, pasture, productive 

forest land and non-productive forest 

land. Farming also includes single-family 

homes and plots of land intended for sing-

le-family homes located on agricultural 

property.

Title deeds are proof that you own a pro-

perty and are registered with Lantmäteriet. 

The title deeds specify who owns the 

property.

Area is the size of the property in square 

meters and is indicated on the title deeds. 

The area is divided into land area and 

water area. The water area is not normally 

presented on the title deeds. For older 

properties, the area may deviate from the 

actual area, while for some properties 

in the Real Property Register, no area is 

specified. 12

The rateable value is the total value of a 

property. The rateable value of built-up 

properties includes the plot value plus 

the value of the building. Undeveloped 

properties consist solely of the plot value. 

The rateable value should correspond to 

75 percent of the probable market value 

for properties in the value range, two 

years before the tax year. Working on the 

basis of all sales, the Swedish Tax Agency 

calculates a 2019 price level for similar 

properties in each value range. The price 

level in the range, along with all the pro-

perty’s value factors, make up the rateable 

value. 13

All property types refer to houses, apart-

ment buildings, agriculture properties, 

industrial units, electricity generation 

units, mining land, special units and 

owner-occupied apartments. 14

Houses (single-family homes) are 

detached houses, townhouses, terraced 

houses and semi-detached houses. This 

can also refer to an undeveloped plot on 

which single-family homes are inten-

ded to be built. In Statistics Sweden’s 

database, single-family homes are 

distinguished according to the property’s 

ownership situation. Single-family homes 

with tenant-owned apartments refer to 

buildings owned by tenant owner’s asso-

Important definitions in this report

[12] lantmateriet.se [13] skatteverket.se. [14] The definitions of the various property types have been taken from skatteverket.se. The definitions of the 

various ownership situations have been taken from scb.se.

Industrial units are buildings set up for 

industrial activities, as well as other buil-

dings that do not count as industries in the 

ordinary sense (boathouses, warehouses, 

stores, hangars, etc.).

Electricity generation units include hydro, 

wind, and nuclear power plants. This 

property type also includes land where a 

party other than the property owner has 

built a wind turbine.

Mining land is land where a permit has 

been issued by the County Administra-

tive Board to mine or extract materials 

from nature (e.g. gravel, sand, rock, and 

limestone).

A special unit is a building that is used for 

socially beneficial purposes, such as a 

preschool or hospital. These buildings are 

tax-exempt and consequently do not have 

a rateable value.

Owner-occupied apartments are apart-

ments that are owned directly, as opposed 

to tenant owned apartments where the 

ownership only covers the right to live in 

the apartment. Owner-occupied apart-

ments also encompass the plot of land for 

the building. In Statistics Sweden’s data-

base this category includes owner-occu-

pied apartments together with apartments 

in buildings that are not primarily intended 

for residential purposes, yet still contain 

ordinary residential apartments, e.g. 

buildings intended for business or social 

functions in the “other accommodation” 

category. Other accommodation also 

includes apartments where there is no 

information about the apartment’s tenure 

status.

Special housing is a residence that is 

intended for university students, for the 

elderly or the disabled, or for certain 

well-defined groups.
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In this report, we aim to answer the question Who owns the 

land you’re walking on? and specifically whether there are 

gender differences in the ownership of Sweden’s proper-

ties. The term “properties” refers to the legal definition of 

a property, i.e. a demarcated area of land including all per-

manent buildings and plants found on the land. In every-

day speech, we call this land, forest, buildings and nature. 

The mapping covers almost 95 percent of all of Sweden’s 

registered properties. Ownership of properties is mapped 

based on three different metrics: who is registered as the 

owner(s) of the property’s title deeds; the size of the area 

they own; and the rateable value of the proportion they 

own. Note that the rateable value is not the same as the 

market value – according to the Swedish Tax Agency, the 

rateable value generally corresponds to approximately 75 

percent of the probable market value.

Mapping and highlighting gender differences in ownership 

of Sweden’s properties is important for many reasons. 

Financial inequality in broad terms is related to issues such 

as power, democracy and autonomy. This is particularly 

true in the case of ownership. Ownership and access to 

capital can affect everything from the potential to leave an 

abusive relationship to the potential to try a new profes-

sion or start a company.

According to a study by the Swedish Ministry of Finance, 

published in 2019, income disparities in Sweden have 

increased over the past 20-30 years, primarily as a result of 

increased capital income. The increase in capital income 

has mainly been due to three factors: (i) an increase in the 

value of financial assets, (ii) the fact that the design of the 

tax system has e.g. benefited owners of close companies, 

and (iii) that housing has increased in value. Concerning 

the third point, it can be observed that ownership of pro-

perty has generally been a good investment. It has been a 

way of earning money, which can be used to obtain further 

training or expand your pension. Homeownership has also 

opened up opportunities to take out loans (which in recent 

years have been on very favorable terms) and thereby be 

able to afford or have the potential to start a company. 

Similarly, a first home purchase has been able to lead on to 

a so-called housing career, i.e. moving to larger properties 

or new areas, or buying your dream home.

In an analysis of private individuals’ net capital gains from 

property sales, we can see that gains in 2019 were more 

or less equal and that gender disparities Concerning net 

capital gains from property sales have decreased over 

time. An interesting comparison, which reinforces the 

impression that average gains from property sales are 

more equal than other forms of income, is that the gender 

differences here (4 percent in favor of women) are smaller 

than the gender differences in average wages (10 percent 

in favor of men) and average net financial capital gains (54 

percent in favor of men).

In addition to the fact that housing and property purcha-

ses have generally been safe investments over time, and a 

good complement to shareholdings in terms of risk diver-

sification, owning your home brings additional benefits. 

People who own their home have decision-making powers 

over it, unlike people who are sub-tenants or live in ren-

tal apartments, who are more or less at the mercy of other 

people’s decisions and guidelines regarding their accom-

modation. Many people do not have the opportunity to 

think about their home in terms of an investment, but are 

mainly focused on having a roof over their head that they 

can afford. In addition to the possibility of building capi-

tal through your home, the decision-making powers that 

ownership entails can provide the opportunity to exercise 

freedoms that others cannot. For example, ownership pro-

vides the opportunity to adapt and renovate your home to 

suit your own and your family’s needs. This is an oppor-

tunity whose value cannot be fully measured in economic 

terms, but which can affect your quality of life. 

The researchers 
introduce & reflect

Who owns the land you’re walking on?
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Emma Heikensten holds a PhD in Economics from the 

Stockholm School of Economics and has researched gen-

der differences in economic behavior at the Women and 

Public Policy Program at Harvard Kennedy School. Emma 

is currently working as a strategic researcher and analyst 

at SEB.

Evelina Bonnier holds a PhD in Economics from the Stock-

holm School of Economics. Her research interests lie in 

behavioral economics, political economics and develop-

ment economics. Evelina is currently working as a resear-

cher at the Swedish Defence Research Agency (FOI).
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Considerable spread in the 

degree of equality in home 

and land ownership

Our mapping shows that private individuals own the majo-

rity of Sweden’s properties: 84 percent of all title deeds 

(where area is known); 54 percent of the total area for these 

title deeds; and 50 percent of the total rateable value. 

When it comes to individual property types, ownership by 

private individuals is greatest in terms of houses if we look 

at share of title deeds (93 percent) and rateable value (94 

percent), but agriculture properties if we work based on 

area (55 percent).

The state of gender equality within private property 

ownership depends on which metric we are using. 

Ownership of Sweden’s properties based on total area 

generally provides a more bleak picture than ownership 

based on share of title deeds and total rateable value. 

However, regardless of which metric we are using, and 

regardless of whether we are looking at all properties or an 

individual property type, the results at a national level are 

the same: men own more than women. The overall picture 

for all types of properties shows that men own 1.3 times 

more than women based on the share of title deeds and 

rateable value, and 2.5 times more based on total area. 15

There are also large differences in terms of the equality 

of property ownership between Sweden’s municipalities, 

and there is a clear positive correlation between municipa-

lities’ gender equality as regards ownership and average 

income: in municipalities with higher average incomes, 

property ownership is generally more equal. The average 

difference between women’s and men’s ownership across 

the three metrics ranges from men owning only 6 percent 

more, which is the case in Danderyd in Stockholm County, 

to men owning 241 percent more than women, which is the 

case in Bromölla in Skåne County. In terms of all proper-

ties, Öckerö in Västra Götaland County and Danderyd, Jär-

fälla and Lidingö in Stockholm County are among the most 

equal. The least equal municipalities include Bromölla 

and Svalöv in Skåne County, Hallsberg in Örebro County, 

and Övertorneå in Norrbotten County.16 Women only own 

more than men in two municipalities (Järfälla in Stockholm 

County and Ljusnarsberg in Örebro County), although this 

is only based on one of the metrics, total area. In the other 

municipalities, men own more properties than women, 

irrespective of the metric used.

When it comes to houses, men own 17 percent more than 

women based on share of title deeds, 10 percent more 

based on the total rateable value, and 128 percent more 

based on area. Although these differences may appear 

relatively small overall for some metrics, it is clear that the 

differences are structural if you drill down to the munici-

pal level. Ownershift has ranked municipalities according 

to their degree of equality based on total rateable value. 

The ranking shows the divergence from “perfect equ-

ality” (50/50), regardless of whether it is women or men 

who own more. In order for a municipality to be approved 

in Ownershift’s house rankings, the difference between 

women’s and men’s home ownership must be less than 

five percent. As a result, Ownershift only approves 17 of 

Sweden’s 290 municipalities. These are:

We can see that the municipalities at the top confirm the 

class analysis: these are municipalities where many whi-

te-collar workers live or have holiday homes.

There are a total of four municipalities where women own 

more houses than men, based on total rateable value. An 

exciting point is that women are dominant in the Swedish 

“Riviera municipalities” of Höganäs, Vellinge, Borgholm 

and Simrishamn.

[15] In general, we see that the distribution of ownership differs depending on which metric is used, but that there is a stronger correlation between ownership 

based on share of title deeds and rateable value than is the case between either of these and area. This can be explained by the fact that, in locations where 

there are more properties (and hence title deeds), the properties tend to have a smaller area, and in locations where many people want to live, the price (and 

hence the rateable value) tends to be higher. [16] The ranking of municipalities is based on the average degree of equality in the municipality based on share of 

title deeds, total area and total rateable value for all types of properties.

1.  Båstad 

2.  Höganäs 

3.  Vellinge 

4.  Malmö  

5.  Borgholm 

6.  Lund

7.  Partille 

8.  Lidingö 

9.  Göteborg 

10. Täby 

11.  Mörbylånga 

12.  Sotenäs 

13.  Simrishamn 

14.  Kungsbacka 

15.  Stockholm 

16.  Lomma 

17.  Gotland
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No matter what 
metric we use, the 
result is the same; 

men own more 
than women.
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Data collection

Our mapping of who owns the land you are walking on is 

based on information from Lantmäteriet and the national 

Real Property Register. A total of 3,460,073 properties 

are registered. In order to map ownership based on gen-

der and area, the properties need to have registered title 

deeds in which the size of the property (area) is specified. 

According to Lantmäteriet, this information is available for 

3,300,333 properties. Our compilation of ownership there-

fore applies to 95 percent of Sweden’s registered proper-

ties, corresponding to 83 percent of Sweden’s total area. 

In addition to the distribution of the share of title deeds 

and the total area, we have also analysed how property 

ownership is distributed between women, men and other 

owners based on the total rateable value for each property 

type and municipality.

The Real Property Register distinguishes between eight 

overall types of property: single-family homes (hereinaf-

ter referred to as houses); apartment buildings; agriculture 

properties; owner-occupied apartments; industrial units; 

mining land; electricity generation units; and special units. 

The report describes how the ownership of all properties is 

distributed, as well as how ownership is distributed within 

each property type: houses, apartment buildings and agri-

culture properties. We have chosen not to report certain 

property types separately in the report (industrial units, 

mining land, electricity generation units, special units and 

owner-occupied apartments), although they are included 

in our compilation of all properties.

In order to compile how women and men in Sweden live, 

we have taken information about numbers of people by 

type of accommodation, gender and municipality from 

Statistics Sweden’s database.17 This information is based 

on data regarding civil registration as of 31/12/2019. The 

division into forms of accommodation follows the Real Pro-

perty Register’s division of property types, with the excep-

tion that apartment building units in Statistics Sweden’s 

database are referred to as multi-apartment buildings. 

The statistics from Statistics Sweden also show the form 

of accommodation based on three types of ownership: 

owned, tenant-owned and rental. This information is 

based on the ownership situation of the property and not 

on how the residents use the apartments. Tenant-owned 

also includes people who rent their apartment from the 

tenant-owner’s association or rent from the tenant-owner.

Please note that our mapping of private ownership only app-

lies to owned properties, and that there are no combined 

statistics regarding who is entitled to live in a tenant-ow-

ned apartment or a rental apartment. This means that we 

cannot map ownership of tenant-owned apartments, and 

that we can only see what proportion of multi-apartment 

buildings with rental apartments are owned by private indi-

viduals. For apartment buildings with tenant-owned apart-

ments, the tenant-owner’s association is the registered 

owner of the title deeds.

The statistics on net capital gains from property sales 

have been taken from Statistics Sweden. The information 

applies to people who were registered in Sweden on both 

01/01/2019 and 31/12/2019. It includes the sum of all capi-

tal gains minus the sum of all capital losses. The net figure 

will consequently be negative if the losses are greater than 

the gains. Net capital gains from property sales include 

the sum of gains minus losses on the sale of single-family 

homes, tenant-owned apartments or commercial property. 

Reversal of the deferral of taxation is included.

We have obtained statistics from the Swedish Environme-

ntal Protection Agency regarding the number of hunting 

licences taken out by women and men during the period 

2009-2020.

What we have done

12

[17] http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se, last updated 23/04/2020.
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municipality level. At the end of the report, all of Sweden’s 

municipalities are ranked from the most equal to the least 

equal, based on the degree of equality in private individu-

als’ ownership of all properties.

A municipality’s degree of equality is calculated according 

to the following formula: 

where GJ stands for degree of equality and uses the value 

0 in the case of perfect equality, M is men’s total share of 

title deeds, area or rateable value, and K is women’s total 

share of title deeds, area or rateable value.

For municipalities where e.g. the total rateable value of 

women’s and men’s property holdings is equal, GJ has the 

value zero. If men’s (women’s) total rateable value exceeds 

that of women (men), GJ has a value greater than zero. In 

other words, the degree of equality (GJ) specifies the abso-

lute distance from zero. The municipalities are then ranked 

within each metric, from the most equal to the least equal. 

If two or more municipalities have the same degree of 

equality, they are given the same rank but are listed in alp-

habetical order. Ownershift considers that municipalities 

where the difference in ownership is less than 5 percent 

are approved when it comes to equal private ownership.

GJ = M

K
- 1

Method

The owner of a property is registered in the property’s title 

deeds. Ownership may be held by one or more natural per-

sons, businesses, companies or organizations. When a 

property is co-owned (i.e. has more than one owner), the 

proportion of the property that is owned by each owner 

(share of title deeds) is specified.

This report analyses how women’s ownership of various 

types of properties relates to men’s ownership based on 

three different metrics:

1. Men’s share of title deeds in relation to women’s share 

of title deeds;

2. The total area of men’s property holdings in relation to 

women’s; and

3. The total rateable value of men’s property holdings in 

relation to women’s.

 

How much more men own than women based on these 

three metrics has been calculated for the country as a 

whole, for each municipality, for all properties as well as for 

houses (single-family homes), apartment buildings (mul-

ti-apartment buildings) and agriculture properties.

The report also presents maps showing the degree of 

equality in private individuals’ ownership of all properties, 

houses, apartment buildings and agriculture properties 

based on share of title deeds, rateable value and area at 
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Of all Sweden’s properties (where title deeds and area are 

registered in the national Real Property Register at Lantmä-

teriet), 84 percent are owned by private individuals (natu-

ral persons) and 16 percent by legal persons (of which the 

state, municipalities, and regions own 5 percent, compa-

nies 8 percent and tenant owner’s associations 1 percent). 

For 2 percent of properties, there is no information about 

the ownership situation. These include properties that are 

co-owned by multiple companies, municipalities, regions 

or the state, as well as foreign owners.

If we instead measure private individuals’ ownership 

based on rateable value and area, the share is significantly 

lower: 54 percent of the total area and 50 percent of the 

total rateable value.

Men own more than women, regardless of whether we are 

looking at the share of title deeds, area or rateable value. 

The table below presents women’s and men’s shares of 

the total number of title deeds, total area and total rateable 

value, as well as how much more men own than women 

within each metric. The largest gender gap is found within 

area, where men own 2.5 times as much as women (154 

percent). This is followed by rateable value, where men’s 

ownership has a 30 percent higher rateable value than that 

of women. We see the smallest gender difference in rela-

tion to the share of title deeds, where men own 29 per-

cent more than women. When we look at these figures, it 

is important to remind ourselves that we do not currently 

know the gender of the owners of the companies that own 

8 percent of Sweden’s property stock.

A comparison of ownership across different age groups 

and genders shows that the difference between women 

and men in terms of share of title deeds is greatest (least 

equal) in the 51-70 years age group and least (most equal) 

in the 18-30 years age group. As regards area, the most 

equal age group is instead 70+ years and the least equal 

group is 31-50 years.

There are no municipalities in Sweden where women own 

more than or as much as men in terms of title deed shares 

or total rateable value. Based on the total area for all types 

of properties, women own more than men in only two of 

Sweden’s 290 municipalities. These two municipalities are 

Järfälla and Ljusnarsberg.

The maps to the right show the degree of equality in 

Sweden’s municipalities based on the share of the total 

number of title deeds (share of title deeds), the total area 

and the total rateable value for privately owned properties 

(all property types).

What does our 
mapping indicate on  
a national level?
Men own more than twice as much as women in terms of land area

All types Woman Men  

Title deeds 37% 47% Men own 1,3 x more 

Area  15% 39% Men own 2,5 x more

Women Men  22% 28% Men own 1,3 x more 

Split of property possession

There are no municipalities in Sweden 

where women own more than or as much 

as men in terms of title deed shares or 

total rateable value.
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Who owns Swedish land?

Gender equality index – all property types 

Ownershift approves municipalities where the gender difference in 

private ownership is less than 5 percent (green on the map). 

Approved (0-5%)

Not approved (5-25%)

Rejected (25-50%)

Poor (50-75%)

Worse (75-100%)

Worst (>100%)

Title deeds

Seven municipalities are approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of privately owned 

shares of title deeds for all property 

types.

Area

Only one municipality is approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of the total area of 

privately owned properties.

Rateable value

Four municipalities are approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of the total rateable 

value of privately owned properties.

Gender equality index

The index indicates how far privately owned property holdings in a municipality are 

from perfect gender equality. Ownershift approves  if the difference between women’s 

and men’s ownership is less than 5 percent. Anything above this is considered unequal 

ownership and classified from not approved (a gender difference of 5-25 percent) to worst 

(a gender difference of more than 100 percent).
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Single-family homes with ownership are the most com-

mon form of housing in Sweden. Nearly half of Sweden’s 

population (48.5 percent or just over five million people) 

live in single-family homes with ownership. Statistics from 

Statistics Sweden for 2019 also show that this is the most 

common form of housing in 97 percent of Sweden’s muni-

cipalities. Only in eight municipalities (Gothenburg, Lands-

krona, Malmö, Solna, Stockholm, Sundbyberg, Södertälje 

and Örebro) is another form of housing more common. In 

these municipalities, rental or tenant-owned apartments 

are most common, while in Helsingborg single-family 

homes with ownership and rental apartments share the 

first place as the most common form of housing.

The table shows the proportion of Sweden’s population 

living in each form of housing in 2019, as well as the distri-

bution of women and men across these forms of housing. 

There is no statistically significant difference as regards to 

which is the most common form of housing for women and 

men respectively. Single-family homes with ownership are 

the most common form of housing for both men (49.6 per-

cent) and women (47.3 percent).

The most common form of housing only differs between 

women and men in two municipalities (Helsingborg and 

Uppsala). In both of these municipalities, single-family 

homes with ownership are the most common form of hou-

sing for men. For women, on the other hand, the most 

common form of housing is rental apartments in Helsing-

borg and tenant-owned apartments in Uppsala.

On the next pages, we show the extent of the difference 

in ownership of single-family homes between women 

and men. The mapping, in this case, relates to single-fa-

mily homes with ownership, since  we cannot map gender 

differences in ownership of tenant-owned apartments, 

nor whether there are gender differences in holdings of 

first-hand contracts for rental apartments. This is because 

there is no combined register for this. What we can map, 

however, is gender differences in ownership of mul-

ti-apartment buildings (with rental apartments). The owner 

of a multi-apartment building (with tenant-owned apart-

ments) is the tenant owner’s association.

How do we live? 

Form of housing  

Single-family homes, ownership 18  48,5% 49,6% 47,3%

Single-family homes, tenant-owned apartments 2,1% 2,0% 2,2%

Single-family homes, rental apartments 1,6% 1,6% 1,7%

Multi-apartment buildings, tenant-owned apartments 17,0% 16,4% 17,6%

Multi-apartment buildings, rental apartments 19 25,4% 24,9% 25,9%

Special housing  1,9% 1,8% 2,0%

Other accommodation  1,2% 1,2% 1,2%

No data available 20  2,4% 2,6% 2,2%

TOTAL  100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Share of people by form of housing and gender, 2019

Share of Sweden’s 

Share of population

Share of 

Sweden’s Men

Share of 

Sweden’s Women

[18] Our mapping of privately owned houses only applies to this form of housing and not to single-family homes, tenant-owned apartments, or single-

family homes, rental apartments. See terms and definitions on page 9 for further information. [19] Our mapping of privately owned apartment buildings 

applies to entire properties with this type of housing (i.e. multi-apartment buildings with rental apartments). See terms and definitions on page 9 for further 

information. [20] Data is unavailable for the approx. 3 percent of the population who were registered in Sweden on 31/12/2019, but who were not registered 

in any of the above forms of housing.
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Who owns Swedish land?

The most common form 

of housing for Swedes 

are single-family homes. 

49 percent of Swedes 

live in privately owned 

homes. 27 percent live in 

rental apartments. And, 

19 percent live in tenant-

owned apartments. 

There is no statistical 

difference in how women 

and men live.
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Statistics regarding net capital gains from the sale of pro-

perties and tenant-owned apartments in Sweden in 2019 

show that the total for men as a group was 2 percent gre-

ater than for women as a group.20 This difference has 

decreased by an average of 0.7 percentage points per 

year since 2007. By contrast, if we look at data per per-

son among those who have been involved in a property 

transaction, women make greater gains on properties than 

men. Women’s average net gains are 4 percent higher than 

men’s, and the median for women is 7 percent higher than 

for men. This in contrast to pay differences between men 

and women, which are still at around 10 percent. 21

On the next page, there are two graphs depicting gender 

differences in respect of net capital gains over time, from 

2007 to 2019. In the first graph, you can see how much less 

(or more if negative) women earn in average net capital 

gains, among those people who have either been involved 

in a property transaction or had financial capital gains or 

losses in 2019. By way of comparison, we have also inclu-

ded a line that represents how much less women’s wages 

are than men’s. In the lower graph, you can see gender dif-

ferences over time when we compare women with men as 

a group, both in total net financial capital gains as well as in 

total net capital gains for property sales. We can see from 

both graphs that women earn substantially less than men in 

terms of net financial capital gains compared to net capital 

gains from property sales. Gender differences as regards 

wages are between these two. There is also a clear trend 

overtime when it comes to net capital gains from property 

sales: the gender differences between women and men 

as groups and on average have decreased over time, and 

since 2011 women’s average net gains have surpassed 

men’s.

Women’s capital gains 

greater than men’s

The fact that more men have completed property transac-

tions is probably the reason why men’s gains overall are 

greater than women’s, although women who have made 

gains have made larger gains, both on average and per 

median. The statistics show that 2.4 percent of women in 

Sweden and 2.5 percent of men in 2019 were involved in 

property sales.

Looking at net gains from property sales among men and 

women as groups divided by age, there are also interes-

ting differences. In the 18-24 age group, women’s net 

gains from the sale of properties are approximately 30 per-

cent lower than for men of the same age. In the 25-44 age 

group, the difference is slightly smaller, around 20 percent, 

and in the 45-54 age group, the difference is just over 10 

percent. Among those aged between 55-74, the differen-

ces are smaller – approximately 2-3 percent. In the young-

est age group, 0-17 years, women’s total net gains were 

roughly twice those of men. Relative to other age groups, 

however, the number of property owners in this age group 

is very small and women’s gains relative to men’s vary sig-

nificantly over time.

One age group where women’s capital gains from pro-

perty sales since 2005 have consistently been higher than 

men’s is the 75+ group. This is probably because there are 

more women than men in this age group.

Women’s average net gains are 4  

percent greater than men’s

[21] The supporting data on this page comes from Statistics Sweden, 2019. [21] Swedish National Mediation Office, 2020
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In the graph at the top, you can see gender differences in the average values, taking into account women’s net capital gains relative to 

men’s, among those people who have either been involved in a property transaction or had financial capital gains or losses in 2019. The 

percentage difference is calculated by taking 1-(women’s average capital gains/men’s average capital gains) in each area. You can also 

follow trends as regards pay differences, which are also based on women’s average salary relative to men’s. In the lower graph, you can 

see gender differences over time when we compare women with men as a group, both in total net financial capital gains as well as in total 

net capital gains for property sales. The percentage difference is calculated by taking 1-(women’s capital gains/men’s capital gains) in 

each area.

Financial capital gains Net capital gains from properties and tenant-owned apartments 

Gender difference in average capital gains and wages

Gender difference in total capital gains

Financial capital gains Net capital gains from properties and tenant-owned apartments Wages
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Private individuals own 93 percent of Sweden’s houses22 

(where title deeds and area are registered in the natio-

nal Real Property Register at Lantmäteriet). 5 percent is 

owned by legal entities (of which the state, municipali-

ties and regions own 2 percent, companies 2 percent and 

tenant owner’s associations 0.5 percent). For 2 percent of 

the houses, there is no information about the ownership 

situation. These include properties that are co-owned by 

companies, municipalities, regions or the state, as well as 

foreign owners. Based on the total rateable value and area, 

private individuals own 94 percent and 28 percent respec-

tively.

Among private individuals, men own more than women, 

regardless of whether we are looking at the share of title 

deeds, area or rateable value. The table presents women’s 

and men’s shares of the total number of title deeds, total 

area, and total rateable value, as well as how much more 

men own than women within each metric. The largest gen-

der gap is found using the area as the metric, where men 

own 2.3 times as much as women (128 percent). Next is the 

share of title deeds, according to which men own 1.2 times 

more than women (17 percent). The smallest gender diffe-

rence is reported in relation to total rateable value, where 

men own 10 percent more than women.

A comparison of ownership across different age groups 

and genders shows that the difference between women 

and men in terms of share of title deeds as well as area is 

greatest (i.e. least equal) in the 51-70 age group and least 

(i.e. most equal) in the 18-30 age group.

Of Sweden’s 290 municipalities, there are five municipali-

ties where women own more than men based on share of 

title deeds (Simrishamn, Borgholm, Vellinge, Höganäs and 

Båstad), eleven municipalities where women own more 

than men based on the total area (Ljusnarsberg, Hässle-

holm, Höganäs, Ekerö, Karlsborg, Söderköping, Burlöv, 

Nykvarn, Ludvika, Gagnef and Haninge) and four munici-

palities where women own more than men based on the 

total rateable value (Simrishamn, Borgholm, Vellinge and 

Höganäs). In other words, women’s homeownership has 

a higher total rateable value than men’s in only 1 percent 

of Sweden’s municipalities. In addition, there are no muni-

cipalities where women and men own exactly the same 

amount, in respect of share title deeds, area or rateable 

value. In other words, men own more houses than women 

in the remaining municipalities.

The maps show the degree of equality in Sweden’s muni-

cipalities based on the share of the total number of title 

deeds (share of title deeds), the total area, and the total 

rateable value for privately owned houses.

Who owns Sweden’s houses?
Men privately own more than women, regardless of whether we are 

looking at the share of title deeds, area, or value

Houses Woman Men  

Title deeds 43% 50% Men own 1,2 x more

Area  8% 19% Men own 2,3 x more

Rateable value  45% 49% Men own 1,1 x more

Distribution of house ownership

[22] The official name is single-family homes and these include residential buildings, semi-detached houses, terraced houses and holiday homes, as well 

as undeveloped plots of land intended for such homes.

Women’s homeownership has a higher 

total rateable value than men’s in only  

1 percent of Sweden’s municipalities.
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Who owns Swedish land?

Title deeds

17 municipalities are approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of privately owned 

shares of title deeds for houses.

Area

Three municipalities are approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of the total area of 

privately owned houses.

Rateable value

17 municipalities are approved 

based on the distribution between 

women and men of the total rateable 

value of privately owned houses.

Gender equality index - Houses 

Ownershift approves municipalities where the gender difference 

in private ownership is less than 5 percent (green on the map).

Approved (0-5%)

Not approved (5-25%)

Rejected (25-50%)

Poor (50-75%)

Worse (75-100%)

Worst (>100%)

Gender equality index

The index indicates how far privately owned property holdings in a municipality are 

from perfect gender equality. Ownershift approves  if the difference between women’s 

and men’s ownership is less than 5 percent. Anything above this is considered unequal 

ownership and classified from not approved (a gender difference of 5-25 percent) to worst 

(a gender difference of more than 100 percent).
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 Women Men  

Title deeds 29% 57% Men own 2,0 x more

Area  16% 39% Men own 2,6 x more

Rateable value  19% 46% Men own 2,4 x more

Distribution of ownership of farming

ater than that of women (143 percent). The smallest gender 

difference is found in relation to share of title deeds, where 

men own almost twice as much as women (98 percent).

A comparison of ownership across different age groups 

and genders shows that the difference between women 

and men in terms of share of title deeds is greatest (least 

equal) in the 51-70 years age group and at least (most 

equal) in the 18-30 years age group. Based on total area, 

the most equal age group is instead 70+ years and the least 

equal age group is 31-50 years.

In respect of title deeds, there is one municipality in 

Sweden where women own more agricultural properties 

than men (Lidingö) and two municipalities where women 

own the same number as men (Danderyd and Järfälla). In 

terms of area, there are three municipalities where women 

own more than men (Järfälla, Ljusnarsberg and Tyresö) and 

one municipality where women and men own the same 

amount (Danderyd). Based on the total rateable value of 

farming properties, there are no municipalities where 

women own more than men or where women and men own 

the same amount.

The maps to the right show the degree of equality in 

Sweden’s municipalities based on the share of the total 

number of title deeds (share of title deeds), the total area 

and the total rateable value for privately owned agriculture 

properties.

Agriculture properties include arable land, pasture, and 

forest. Of Sweden’s agriculture properties  (where title 

deeds and area are registered in the national Real Property 

Register at Lantmäteriet), 86 percent is owned by private 

individuals and 12 percent by legal persons (of which the 

state, municipalities, and regions own 5 percent, com-

panies own 7 percent and tenant owner’s associations 

own 0.01 percent). For 3 percent of the properties, there 

is no information about the ownership situation. These 

include properties that are co-owned by multiple compa-

nies, municipalities, regions or the state, as well as foreign 

owners.

If we instead measure ownership based on rateable value 

and area, the share owned by private individuals is signifi-

cantly lower: 55 percent of the total area and 65 percent of 

the total rateable value.

When it comes to agriculture properties, men own more 

than women, regardless of whether we are looking at the 

share of title deeds, area or rateable value. The table pre-

sents women’s and men’s shares of the total number of 

title deeds, total area and total rateable value, as well as 

how much more men own than women within each metric. 

The largest gender gap is found within area, where men 

own 2.6 times more than women (155 percent). Next is the 

rateable value, for which men’s ownership is 2.4 times gre-

Who owns Sweden’s 

agriculture properties   

& forests?

The largest gender gap is found within 

area, where men own 2.6 times more 

than women (155 percent).

Agriculture 

properties
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Who owns Swedish land?

Title deeds 

Two municipalities are approved 

based on the split of privately owned 

title deeds of agricultural properties 

between women and men.

Area

No municipality is approved based 

on how the rateable values of pri-

vately owned agricultural properties 

are split between women and men.

Rateable value

No municipality is approved based 

on how the rateable values of pri-

vately owned agricultural properties 

are split between women and men.

Gender equality index - Agriculture properties

Ownershift approves municipalities where the gender difference in 

private ownership is less than five percent, green on the map.

Approved (0-5%)

Not approved (5-25%)

Rejected (25-50%)

Poor (50-75%)

Worse (75-100%)

Worst (>100%)

Cold not be calculated

Gender equality index

The index indicates how far privately owned property holdings in a municipality are 

from perfect gender equality. Ownershift approves  if the difference between women’s 

and men’s ownership is less than 5 percent. Anything above this is considered unequal 

ownership and classified from not approved (a gender difference of 5-25 percent) to worst 

(a gender difference of more than 100 percent).
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Ownershift’s manifest

 

The Ownershift purpose is to enable a measurable 

increase of women’s ownership within the span of  

a lifetime. 

We firmly believe that we would have a better 

society for all if power through ownership were more 

equally distributed between men and women.

We push for shifts in all kinds of ownership, such

as; land, real estate, patents, capital, and companies. 

The purpose is to give women more power over their 

life decisions, as well as making women integral in 

forming our societies on all levels.

We shape our practical methods based on relevant 

research about behavior around risk and motivation. 

We use the power of knowledge, money, and a 

revolutionary spirit to make rapid changes. We are 

not making women adjust to the current system, we 

aim to create a new system on top of the current one
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Who owns Swedish land?

Entrepreneurs (limited liability companies) 2

Share of women among registered entrepreneurs in own their own limited  
liability company, 2019

Entrepreneurs (other forms of companies) 3

Share of women among registered entrepreneurs, excluding limited  
liability companies, 2019

Shares 4

Share of total market value owned by women (men’s share is 8%), 2019

Area 5

Share of Sweden’s land area privately owned by women, 2021 

Agriculture properties 6

Share of privately owned agriculture properties based on rateable value  
owned by women, 2020

Music rights 8

Share of copyright holders affiliated to STIM who are women, 2020

Cars 9

Share of women among natural persons who own cars, 2019

Forest 7

Share of women among private individuals owning forest land, 2019

26%Beneficial ownership in companies 1

Share of women among registered beneficial owners, 2020

24%

37%

4%

15%

19%

38%

21%

35%
Patents 10

Share of active patents owned by women (men’s share is 6%), 2020 1%
[1] Beneficial owner: the person or persons who ultimately own or control e.g. a company or an association. 

A beneficial owner may also refer to a person or persons who benefit from someone else acting on 

their behalf (Swedish Companies Registration Office, 31/12/2020). [2] Entrepreneurs in limited liability 

companies: persons who are registered as entrepreneurs in the register-based labour market statistics 

(RAMS) from Statistics Sweden (SCB). According to Statistics Sweden, these mainly comprise small limited 

liability companies. [3] Entrepreneurs (other forms of company, excl. limited liability companies): persons 

registered as self-employed in RAMS from Statistics Sweden; includes individual traders, owners of limited 

partnerships and trading companies. [4] Euroclear, 2019. [5] Lantmäteriet, 2020. [6] Lantmäteriet, 2020. 

[7] Swedish Forest Agency, 2019. [8] STIM, 2020. [9] Transport Analysis, 2019. [10] Swedish Intellectual 

Property Office, 2020.

Owneress Statistics


