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Blue and green Avilés
Set in the heart of a natural paradise, symbolised by the green Asturian landscape and the blue 
Cantabrian Sea, the city has acquired over the last few years a deep commitment to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development of the United Nations, with all its goals and challenges. 

This commitment seeks to improve the quality of life of citizens through actions aimed at 
protecting the cultural and natural heritage and reducing its carbon footprint, contributing to 
and guaranteeing a more sustainable urban development.

Environmental recovery 
of Avilés estuary
For decades, the estuary has been the axis of 
development and the epicentre of a powerful 
industrial complex. The dismantling of the old heavy 
industry, together with the firm commitment of 
Avilés to sustainability, has led to the development 
of various clean-up, rehabilitation and creation of 
new uses in the area around the estuary. In this 
context, the removal, treatment and safe disposal 
of more than 170.000m3 of contaminated sludge 
deposited in the riverbed and banks of the estuary 
during years of industrial dumping is noteworthy.

Thus, the industrial and degraded landscape 
of yesteryear has turned towards modernity, 
composing a landscape of great tourist potential 
filled with green areas and promenades for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the citizens. 

In this process of renovation, the construction of 
Oscar Niemeyer International Cultural Centre 
stands out. Located on the right bank of the 
estuary, it is the first and main part of the Island 
of Innovation. Inaugurated in 2011, the Centre has 
become one of the cultural references and tourist 
attractions in Asturias, as well as a symbol of the 
transformation of Avilés. The New York Times has 
included it as one of the top destinations to visit 
worldwide in 2020.



All these recovery actions have made possible to 
safeguard the Zeluán Cove and Pond, on the right 
bank of the estuary, last vestige of its stunningly 
beautiful estuary. This area was declared Natural 
Monument in 2002, due to its character as habitat 
and refuge for migratory birds, such as the curlew. 

The environmental recovery of this space, including 
the installation of a bird observatory, was one of 
the first actions developed for the restoration of the 
city’s seafront.

Mobility Plan
With the aim of ensuring a balance between 
mobility and accessibility needs, while favouring 
environmental protection, social cohesion and 
economic development, the city of Avilés is 
implementing its Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan. 
Looking ahead to 2030, the Plan aims to give the 
greatest possible prominence to public transport, 
walking and cycling throughout the municipality, 
but more intensively in the urban area. 

The Plan includes the extension of restricted tra!c 
lanes, the establishment of networks of pedestrian 
and cycle routes, the redefinition of urban transport 
(based on the principle of intermodality), as well as 
measures aimed at adapting car parking to a more 
sustainable city model in which its presence in 
public spaces tends to be increasingly reduced.

Urban transformation: 
The example of La Curtidora
One of the actions with the greatest impact in the 
field of sustainability and urban transformation in 
Avilés has been the recovery of the old tannery built 
in 1820 and extended in 1902. After years of ruin and 
after being devastated by a fire in the early 1990s, 
Avilés City Council, committed to sustainability 
and modernisation, rehabilitated and reinvented 
the space as a business incubator. La Curtidora is 
today an example for many Spanish cities. Since 
its inauguration with only two companies, until 
today, more than 470 companies have enjoyed its 
facilities, 70% of which have been newly created.


