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Avilés, a walking city
Located in a privileged natural environment, surrounded by mountains, on the shores of the 
Cantabrian Sea with a mild climate, Avilés is an unbeatable place to live and work. Medium-
sized, the city o!ers all the necessary services in a close and welcoming environment. The short 
distances between its residential areas and its work centres facilitate the daily life of its citizens, 
guaranteeing a perfect harmony between work and family life. In addition, its lively cultural life, 
extraordinary gastronomy and the possibilities o!ered by its natural environment make the city 
of Avilés a perfect place to enjoy.
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The historic centre and 
the commercial axes 
The historic quarter of Avilés, declared a 
Historic-Artistic Site, is considered the iconic 
medieval town of Asturias. Strolling through its 
quiet streets lined with arcades, squares, 
churches and palaces, you can take a walk 
through History from the 12th century to the 
present day, among spaces and buildings of 
Romanesque, Gothic, Baroque and Modernist 
architectural styles. Streets such as Galiana, 
La Ferrería, Rivero or San Francisco, the palaces 
of Valdecarzana, Ferrera or Campo Sagrado and 
churches such as San Antonio de Padua, San 
Nicolás de Bari, and Sabugo, bear witness to 
the millenary history of the city.

The Chapel of Los Alas, the Palacio Valdés 
Theatre, the Balsera Palace (Music Conservatory), 
the Maqua Palace (MQA Space), the Market 
Square of Avilés and the Church of Santo Tomás 
de Canterbury are also classified as Sites of 
Cultural Interest (BIC).

Avilés stands out for the variety and quality of the 
city’s shops. From the most traditional products 
of the countryside, which can be found in the 
market in the Plaza Hermanos Orbón, with its 
fish and fresh fish freshly caught in the port, to the 
butcher’s shops with top quality products from 
the rich Asturian herd, to the most modern 
boutiques and specialised shops with top 
national and international brands and firms, 
which are located in the streets of the historic 
centre, make Avilés a wonderful city to stroll 
around and to shop in.

A privileged 
environment
The Mountain and its possibilities
With more than 1.000.000m2 of green areas and 
surrounded by forests and mountains acting as 
the environmental lungs of the city, Avilés has 
infinite possibilities for leisure and enjoyment of 
its natural environment. 

14,9m" of green space per inhabitant, thus 
meeting WHO standards, which recommend 
that cities should have at least 10-15 green 
square metres per inhabitant.

Avilés is less than an hour’s drive from one of 
the seven World Biosphere Reserves bordering 
Asturias region. With a high level of 
environmental conservation, one third of its 
territory is Protected Natural Area, Asturias is a 
refuge for the most important species of flora 
and fauna in the north of the Iberian Peninsula. 
Emblematic animals such as the bear, wolf, 
capercaillie, deer and chamois find shelter in the 
lush forests of oak, beech, chestnut and birch 
trees.

This extensive natural area is a paradise for 
mountain sportsmen and women, as it allows the 
regular practice of sports such as climbing, hiking, 
trail running, and many others. 

In the same area, Avilés is within easy reach of 
some of the leading ski resorts in the Cantabrian 
Mountains. With easy access, one hour by road, 
you can enjoy kilometres of skiable slopes, allowing 
you to practise di!erent types of skiing and leisure 
activities, enjoying the snow in any of its forms.

Pajares Winter 
Resort

30,9 km ski slopes with ski school, 
snow park and trail running and 
cycling circuits.

Fuentes de Invierno 
Winter Resort

8,7 km slopes, ski and snowboard 
school.

San Isidro Winter 
Resort

27,5 km slopes, ski school, winter 
and summer activities.

Sea and beach
With its location on the coast, Avilés has quick 
access to any of the beaches on the Asturian coast. 
Moreover, in just 20 minutes by road there are 26 
very diverse beaches, ranging from large sandy 
beaches to rocky, rocky, blue flag beaches, from 
naturist to urban, all of them close and beautiful.
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Surfing is traditional in the region. Since the 70s 
of the last century, Salinas in particular has been 
steadily growing in the number of surfers.  Several 
schools, hotels and other establishments dedicated 
to this sport, which is a way of life, enliven the 
summer in the region with their festivals, meetings 
and sporting competitions.

Culture and leisure
Niemeyer Centre
Oscar Niemeyer International Centre is one 
of the cultural references and tourist attractions 
of Asturias, as well as a symbol of the 
transformation of Avilés. Opened in 2011, it is the 
only work in Spain by the brilliant Brazilian 
architect Oscar Niemeyer.

The Niemeyer Centre is a space open to 
music, theatre, cinema and painting, and to all 
types of art and cultural manifestations. The 
Centre has been awarded the Culture and 
Patronage label, granted by the Ministry of 
Culture and Sport.

The Niemeyer Centre has a wide range of 
rooms that allow the celebration of all kinds of 
business, cultural and social activities and events 
in any of its representative buildings.

Multi-
purpose 
building

Cinema and two rooms adaptable to the 
needs of each event.

Auditorium A 400m2 stage hall, two 500m2 halls and 
a Club Room for intimate performances. 

Dome A 4.000m2 space for exhibitions and 
artistic activities.

Plaza A 22.000m2 square open to the public for 
leisure and cultural activities.

Tower Viewpoint over the city of Avilés that 
hosts multifaceted events.

Other cultural centres and 
museums
Avilés, a cultural city, has a wide variety of museums 
and centres, which complement the extensive 
cultural o!er of the city. 

The Museum of the Urban History of Avilés is 
located in the historic centre. The Museum o!ers 
visitors an original journey through the history of 
Avilés, from the splendour of the medieval town 
to the 20th century, when the city became an 
industrial reference and a centre of attraction for 
the whole region. The museum o!er is completed 
with the Cemetery Interpretation Centre (cicLaC) 
where the visitor will find an exhibition showing 
the historical context in which the cemetery was 
built, its construction at the end of the 19th century 
and its main artistic elements, and with the Portus 
Space, belonging to the Port of Avilés, where a 
complete programme of activities based on the 
didactics of cultural heritage is developed to get 
to know the historical, material and immaterial 
heritage of the Port of Avilés and the people who 
live there.

In addition, the Municipal House of Culture and 
Julián Orbón Professional Conservatory have 
various cultural facilities. The first one hosts book 
lending service and reading rooms for children 
and adults. It also has an auditorium (677 seats), 
a conference room (108 seats), and exhibition 
and meeting rooms. The Conservatory develops 
activities aimed at music and instrumental training.

Finally, the centenary Palacio Valdés Theatre, in 
the centre of the city, is a reference for the cultural 
scene in Avilés as well as in the rest of Asturias. A 
historic theatre, it shares a common programme 
with Niemeyer Centre, sharing programming 
criteria, performance spaces and exhibition 
calendars.



Cultural events
With an established cultural trajectory, the city 
hosts numerous events and cultural manifestations 
throughout the year, with both national and 
international scope.

CELSIUS 232 Festival annually hosts the world’s 
best writers of fantastic literature. Since 2011, it 
has established itself as one of the leading events 
in Spain in this field. In August, the International 
Folkloric Festival of Popular Music and Dance, 
hosts every year groups from all over the world, 
putting Avilés on the world map of culture and 
dance for almost four decades.

The LGBTIQ Film Festival, the National Short 
Film Contest “Avilés Acción”, International Comic 
Days and the Religious Music Week complete an 
exhaustive o!er of cultural events that is completed 
at Christmas, with the Nativity Scene Route.

With 1,285 hotel beds, Avilés is always ready to 
welcome travellers and visitors who come to the 
city for work or who are attracted by its natural 
environment, its cultural life or its gastronomy.

Gastronomy
The local gastronomy is based on fresh fish 
“rulados” in the fish market of Avilés, meat from 
the region and vegetables from local gardens, 
with establishments accredited with the Michelin 
Star or the “Mesas de Asturias” brand, as well as 
restaurants, tapas bars and traditional Asturian 
cider bars. Specific products produced in the region 
include La Peral cheese, Avilés “longaniza” sausage 
and “bollo mantecado”, a typical bakery product. 

Several unique gastronomic events take place every 
year in the city: the Antroxu Gastronomic Days, in 
Carnival, the Cheese and Wine Fair, in May. The 
Famous Wine Festival (FWF), held in the region 
of since 2010, and the Beer Festival in August, aim 
to bring the most characteristic products and 
delicacies of the region to the people of Avilés and 
visitors.

The most endearing and representative activity of 
the city is Comida en la Calle, when 20,000 people 
come together on Easter Monday to enjoy, share 
and eat outdoors in the streets and parks of the 
historic centre of the city.


