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Located in the central area of the Principality 
of Asturias, the sixth largest metropolitan 
area in Spain, Avilés is immersed in a process 
of transformation from its deep industrial 
roots to become, nowadays, a modern and 
avant-garde city, committed to new economic 
activities based on knowledge, research and 
innovation. 

The city’s economy has been linked to its 
seaport and industry since the 19th century.  
Favoured by its excellent geographical 
location on the Atlantic Arc, the port allowed 
the growth of a thriving mining and iron and 
steel industry. In the mid-20th century, Avilés 
became a pole of attraction and development 
for the whole region, hosting a first-class 
steel complex, which today is manifested in 
the ArcelorMittal plant, one of the largest in 
Europe.

Like many other cities in Western Europe, 
Avilés has undergone a long process of 
industrial restructuring in recent decades. 
Although this process has left scars, the city 
remains a strong industrial power. Today, 
Avilés is home to a significant number of 
companies focused on providing competitive 
engineering solutions, products and services 
for various sectors such as renewable energy, 
oil & gas and petrochemicals. Local factories 

produce large pressure vessels and high-
strength steel towers for offshore wind energy 
for customers all over the world.  Avilés is 
home to one of the most advanced steel and 
new materials technology research centres 
and two of ArcelorMittal’s 16 R&D centres 
worldwide. It has also attracted large ICT 
companies and software factories, completing 
the city’s commitment to the industry of the 
future. 

All this makes up “Avilés Isla de la Innovación” 
(Avilés Innovation Island) initiative, a true 
innovative ecosystem in which industrial 
companies and research centres coexist and 
cooperate, driven by talented and excellent 
human capital, which joins forces to tackle 
common challenges and opportunities. 

Avilés is firmly committed to sustainable 
and inclusive development, combining its 
industrial tradition with an artistic vocation, 
always open to innovation. The city opens its 
doors to large companies and new projects, 
providing them with spaces and opportunities, 
and a welcoming and unique environment, 
where life is not only lived, but also enjoyed.

Avilés, industry, 
innovation, 
research, 
investment.
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Avilés, 
a city to produce

1. 
Located in a privileged 
spot on Europe’s Atlantic 
coastline

2. 
A city with industrial 
tradition 

3. 
Innovative environment 
and infrastructures at the 
service of industry

4. 
Available space: 
Opportunities for business 
growth

5. 
Human capital of excellence 

6. 
Environment to live in and 
enjoy
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1.1 Connected by sea
With almost a thousand years of history behind it, 
the Port of Avilés combines fishing tradition with 
the export of top-quality steel. In the centre of 
the eastern European coastline, it has a privileged 
location both for the establishment of domestic 
traffic between the northern half of the Iberian 
Peninsula, the Mediterranean and the Canary 
Islands and for international trade, to America and 
northern Europe.

Located very close to the city.
Surrounded by industry and Avilés Isla de la 
Innovación - Science and Technology Park, it has 
direct access to the industrial plants.
Immersed in permanent improvement of its 
efficiency and competitiveness through the 
digitalisation of its services: Smart Port.
Committed to growth by generating new spaces.

1.2 Air-connected 
Asturias Airport, which connects Avilés with the 
main Spanish cities and with some of the most 
important European transport hubs, is only 15 
minutes away from the city. Moreover, from Avilés, 
and in less than 3 hours, the main airports in the 
north of Spain can be reached, providing the 
traveller with quick access to the main international 
destinations. 

Avilés – Asturias Airport  15’
Avilés – Santander Airport  1h 58’
Avilés – - Bilbao Airport  3h
Avilés –  Santiago de Compostela Airport  2h 41’

1. Avilés, Connected City
Avilés is located on the European Atlantic coast. Its location and infrastructures make it an 
ideal place with loads of possibilities for the establishment of international trade relations. Its 
port, with the capacity to operate with any type of goods, an airport connected with the main 
national and international cities and an extensive network of railway, motorways and high-
speed internet, make Avilés a unique location for the development of new business projects. 
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Avilés

Portugal

La Coruña

Bilbao

Francia

Madrid

Sevilla

2h59’

2h30’

4h

4h45’

7h40’

4h18’

Autovía del Cantábrico 
Connects Avilés with the entire 
Cantabrian coast.
Autovía de la Plata 
Connects Avilés with the south of 
the Iberian Peninsula in 7.5 hours.

A-6 motorway 
Connects Avilés with Madrid

1.4 Connected by rail
The extensive railway network allows a continuous 
exchange of both passengers and goods with the 
whole of the Iberian Peninsula. The Port of Avilés 
has rail access both on Iberian and metric gauge 
tracks, which allows the entry and exit of all types 
of goods to and from any destination. 

Avilés Intermodal Station, which integrates train 
and bus, is in the centre of the city and connects 
urban and interurban transport lines. It also 
connects Avilés with the main national destinations, 
reaching Madrid in 5 hours. The Salinas beach, a 
surfing paradise, can be reached from the station 
in just 4 minutes.

1.5 Hyperconnected Avilés
With FTTH fibre coverage of more than 100 Mbps 
throughout its territory and a data transmission 
capacity of 160 terabytes per second at a 
transcontinental level, Avilés is at the forefront of 
connectivity, allowing it to position itself in a 
strategic location for access to global markets.

1.3 Connected by road
Just about four hours away from Madrid, Avilés 
is located at the midpoint of the Autovía del 
Cantábrico, which connects it with the main cities 
in the north of Spain, France and Portugal in four 
hours. 

At transcontinental level is the 
transmission capacity of the 

submarine cable linking Europe to 
America, from Bilbao to Virginia

Avilés Intermodal Station, strategically located 
halfway between the historic city centre and the 
port, connects Avilés with several regional and 
national destinations. Likewise, services to Asturias 
Airport make it possible to reach the region’s main 
air infrastructure in less than 15 minutes.

160
terabytes per second 
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2.1 Demographics
Avilés is, in demographic terms, an example of a 
post-industrial society characterised by a great 
longevity as a consequence of the high quality of 
life that our society has achieved in recent decades.

Population of the city of Avilés 77,944 inhabitants

Head of a region with more than 150,000 inhabitants

Surface area 26.81 km2

Population density 2,907 inhabitants/ km2 

Working-age population: 50,000 people, of whom 
50.8% are women and 49.2% men.

2.2 Economic sectors
Moving from industrial tradition to the forefront 
of innovation, Avilés is in the midst of a productive 
transformation process, aspiring to lead a new 
model based on knowledge and innovation, in 
the capacity to combine the presence of large 
multinationals and important R&D&I centres with 
the promotion and consolidation of new business 
projects. 

Avilés has a diversified economy with a different 
impact depending on the sector of activity:

Production
Thousands of 

euros
Production value 3.531.972
Gross value added 1.533.635

Agriculture and fisheries 11.220
Industry 455.580
Construction 74.641
Services 992.188

Its important industrial sector stands out, working 
with innovation and excellence as a reference, 
reaching 30% of its gross added value. The services 
sector, characterised by local commerce and a hotel 
and catering industry that caters for both local 
demand and a growing quality tourism, accounts 
for 64% of the local economy. 

71.6% of jobs in Avilés are associated with the 
service sector, followed by the industrial sector, 
which supports 21.6% of employment in Avilés. 
Specifically, metallurgy and metal products account 
for more than 13.65% of employment in Avilés, in 
addition to the 2.5% also dedicated to the metal 
processing industry, making the industrial sector 
one of the most important in the Avilés region.

With an average household income of 28,592 
euros, it is above the average for the Principality 
of Asturias.

2. Avilés, City of talent
With a deep industrial tradition, Avilés is immersed in a process of transformation in which 
knowledge and innovation are its main vectors of development. Over the last few years, the 
city and its region have been able to combine the best of its history with sustainable progress, 
moving towards the goal of modernity and avant-garde achieved today.

+ 800,000
inhabitantsAvilés

Metropolitan area of 
Asturias
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2.3 Education and training 
The educational offer at all levels is wide and of 
high quality, favouring professional excellence, 
especially in the technical branches. With nearly 100 
vocational training centres in Asturias, 16 of them 
located in Avilés, and more than 20,000 university 
students, companies that decide to invest in Avilés 
and its surroundings will have access to a highly 
qualified workforce, capable of providing proven 
training and experience in the development of 
their functions.

2.3.1 University of Oviedo

The University of Oviedo is the public institution 
for high education and research in the Principality 
of Asturias. With more than 410 years of history, it 
offers a complete range of degrees in all branches 
of knowledge, bilingual itineraries, double degrees 
with international universities, and Erasmus 
Mundus and interuniversity master’s degrees, in 
collaboration with more than 250 companies.

The University of Oviedo has:

20,858 students 

2,000 researchers and teachers

 58 degrees (3 doubles and 19 bilingual)

60 university master’s degrees

5 Erasmus Mundus Masters

25 doctoral programmes

 63 own degrees

15,000 international students

17 faculties and schools

166 research groups

From a technical point of view, it is worth 
highlighting that 20 engineering-related degrees 
are offered, with almost 4,000 students trained 
(3,851 in the 2020-2021 academic year).

Engineering Degrees on offer

Civil

Mineral and Energy Resources

Industrial Organisation

Industrial Technologies

Mining Technologies

Electric

Industrial Electronics and Automation Engineering

Geomatics and Topography

Telecommunication Technologies and Services

Forestry and the Natural Environment

Software Informatics

Information Technology Computing

Mechanics

Chemistry

Industrial Chemistry

Degree in Marine

Degree in Nautics and Maritime Transport

In Avilés, the University Services Centre enables 
University of Oviedo to provide services. It provides 
the university community with study rooms and 
provides university studies for lifelong education, 
specialisation, postgraduate studies, university 
extension and research. It also facilitates the 
holding of round tables, lecture series, conferences, 
seminars, concerts, exhibitions and other specific 
cultural activities.

2.3.2 Excellence in Vocational 
Training

Vocational training is focused on practical 
teaching, for the development of highly qualified 
human capital in terms of training and skills. 
With a perfect command of the most in-demand 
professional tools and techniques, they are able to 
respond to the needs for qualified labour required 
by today’s companies.            
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Vocational training has:

99 vocational training centres in Asturias
16 training centres in Avilés
22 professional families
More than 100 training courses
37 training programmes in technical branches:
• Electricity and electronics
• Building and Civil Works
• IT and Telecommunications
• Chemistry
• Energy and Water
• Mechanical Manufacturing
• Installation and Maintenance
• Transport

14,000 students in Vocational Training 
Programmes

2.3.3 Art and Design: Asturias School 
of Art.

To enhance the training offer, Avilés hosts the 
Masters School of Art of the Principality of 
Asturias (ESAPA). As a centre specialising in 
artistic disciplines, the School offers Studies in 
Higher Education in Design and Conservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Heritage, equivalent 
to university degrees. It is a centre with unique 
character in Spain, as in the rest of the country 
these two degrees are taught in separately. Due to 
its referential character, ESAPA welcomes students 
from different regions of Spain.

Degrees of 
Restoration

Conservation and Restoration 
of Graphic Documents
Conservation and Restoration 
of Sculpture
Conservation and Restoration 
of Paintings

Design 

Degrees

Graphic Design
Product Design

2.3.4 ArcelorMittal University Avilés 
Campus

With the aim of improving competitiveness through 
continuous training of workers, ArcelorMittal has 
created its own university, consisting of several 
campuses worldwide: Luxembourg, Ostrava 
(Czech Republic), Vanderbijlpark (South Africa), 
Toronto (Canada), Temirtau (Kazakhstan), Kryvyi 
Rih (Ukraine) and Avilés (Spain). Avilés Campus, 
established in 2011, is part of this network of 
centres that work collaboratively to face and solve 
technological challenges at a global level.

ArcelorMittal University and Avilés Campus, 
offer high quality training programmes for all the 
company’s employees, regardless of the position 
they hold, helping to develop their personal 
competencies, functional and technical skills, and 
to expand the network of contacts that allow them 
to develop their work more effectively. 

2.3.5 Job training 

2.3.5.1 Free training for companies

Subsidised training for companies allows 
companies to provide their workers with training 
actions, related to the activity of the company or 
job, so that they can update or improve their skills. 
This training is free of charge for workers and has 
no cost to companies, since the amount of the 
training action is eligible for a rebate on Social 
Security contributions.

In addition, companies can request training on 
demand from the Public Employment Service to 
provide themselves with those profiles that they 
cannot find in the labour market, committing 
themselves to hire a percentage of the people 
participating in the training action, or to benefit 
from the dual training offer existing in the public 
training centres.
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2.3.5.2 Free training for employed workers

Aimed primarily at employed workers, co-financed 
by the European Social Fund, they are carried out 
through the signing of agreements between the 
Principality of Asturias and the organisations or 
entities benefiting from the subsidies. The aim of 
these training actions is to provide workers with 
the knowledge and practices appropriate to the 
professional skills required in the labour market 
and the needs of companies.

2.3.5.3 Free training for unemployed workers

Aimed preferably at unemployed workers, its 
purpose is to favour the labour insertion of job 
seekers registered in the Public Employment 
Service of the Principality of Asturias, reserving at 
least 25% of the places offered in each action for 
employed people.
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3. Avilés, Steel City 
Historically, the city of Avilés and its region have been strongly linked to the industrial sector: from 
the 19th century, with the exploitation of the Arnao Mine, the only one in Europe whose galleries 
ran under the sea, until the 1950s, when it housed the largest factory and the headquarters of the 
Compañía Nacional de Acero de España (Spanish National Steel Company).  

Today, Avilés is home to one of ArcelorMittal’s largest plants in Europe, which operates alongside 
a significant number of companies focused on providing competitive engineering solutions, 
products and services for a variety of sectors.

3.1 Leading companies 
in the industrial and 
technological sector

3.1.1 Arcelor Mittal as a spearhead 
for Avilés industry
ArcelorMittal Asturias is made up of two factories, 
Avilés and Gijón, close to the ports of both locations, 
which ensures efficient reception of raw materials 
and optimum dispatch of its products. It is the only 
integrated steel plant in Spain (it produces steel 
from iron ore), and it is the largest steelmaking 
centre in the country.

At present, the plant located in Avilés manufactures 
flat steel products (heavy plate, tinplate, galvanised, 
painted galvanised) and long steel products (rail 
and wire rod) with an annual production capacity 
of around 5 million tonnes of steel, representing a 
quarter of the steel manufactured in Spain.

ArcelorMittal has two Research Centres in 
Avilés that belong to the network of 16 R&D 
centres that ArcelorMittal has in the world. The 
first was inaugurated in 2008, since then it has 
consolidated different lines of research related 
to the improvement of production, logistics 
and environmental processes. Its research staff, 

equipment and world-class laboratories provide 
innovative results of the highest level that are 
recognised throughout the world.

https://spain.arcelormittal.com/

3.1.2 Daniel Alonso Group
Daniel Alonso Group, founded in Avilés more 
than 60 years ago, has become a model in the 
international market. The Group is made up of 
the following companies: Dacero, Windar, Idesa, 
Danima and Tadarsa Logistics. Some of them also 
have subsidiaries in America, Asia and Europe. In 
Avilés it also has its R&D centre: Windar Technology 
and Innovation.

It has extensive experience in the manufacture of 
tubular steel structures (onshore-offshore wind 
towers and offshore foundations), in the logistics 
management and storage of end products, in the 
design and manufacture of pressure vessels and 
large metal structures (petrochemical, energy and 
naval sectors), in the integral treatment of steel 
(storage, distribution, cutting, forming, assembly 
and welding, shot blasting and painting of steel 
products), and in the design, development and 
marketing of capital equipment for transport, 
transfer, waste treatment and military equipment, 
among many other activities.

https://www.grupo-danielalonso.es
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3.1.3 Asturfeito
unded in 1989, Asturfeito began a decade later 
an ambitious international expansion, extending 
its services as a supplier of capital goods for the 
mining and steel industry to highly demanding 
markets such as Oil & Gas, nuclear and defence.

Asturfeito’s workshops occupy an indoor area of 
32.000 m2. Its location, with direct access to the 
Port of Avilés, allows the problem-free shipment of 
large equipment fully assembled and integrated in 
a single piece.

https://www.asturfeito.com/

3.1.4 IDESA - Ingeniería y Diseño 
Europeo
Founded in 1993, IDESA has since grown to 
become one of the most recognised and respected 
companies in the design, manufacture and supply 
of static and modular equipment worldwide.

Currently part of Daniel Alonso Group, IDESA is 
one of the leading suppliers in the manufacture 
of large equipment such as coke drums, vacuum 
columns, fractionating columns, reactors and FCC 
and FCK units. Its leading position in this market is 
due not only to its human resources and technical 
capacity, but also to the location of its production 
facilities in Avilés, 1 km from the industrial port, 
which allows direct plant-shipment access without 
transport limits.

https://www.idesa.net/

3.1.5 Saint-Gobain Cristalería
Saint-Gobain has been present in Spain since 
1905, when Cristalería Española was founded to 
industrially manufacture flat glass for construction. 
In 1952, its activity moved to Avilés thanks to its 
important industrial development and its great 
glassmaking tradition.

At present, in Avilés, Saint-Gobain produces glass 
for the main car manufacturers (Opel, Citroen, Ford, 
Nissan, Mercedes and Renault) with a production 
capacity of up to 1.5 million windscreens per year, 
as well as glass for construction. Avilés is also 
home to Avilés Research and Development Centre, 
created in 1964 as a laboratory and transformed 
into an international benchmark in 1974. With 20 
people, the centre is dedicated, on the one hand, to 
product and process innovation and, on the other 
hand, to technical and scientific assistance. 

https://www.saint-gobain.es/

3.1.6 DXC Technology

DXC Technology provides IT and business process 
services and solutions to customers in the public 
sector and in the energy, insurance, retail, banking, 
transportation, manufacturing, healthcare and life 
sciences markets, offering enterprise software, data 
analytics and Big Data, business process, cloud 
services, consulting, IT security and digital work 
and mobility solutions.

With more than 1,200 workers in Avilés, the 
technology multinational has become the company 
with the largest number of jobs in the city. 

https://www.dxc.technology/es
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3.1.7 SATEC
Multinational company with Asturian capital 
that globally integrates technological solutions, 
focused on BPO services, IT consulting, software 
engineering, data center, security and industry 4.0, 
among others. The multinational has two work 
centres in Avilés and an R&D centre.

https://www.satec.es/

3.1.8 Babel
World leader in business process excellence, 
specialising in cutting-edge technologies and digital 
transformation, whose mission is to accompany 
major clients in their digital business challenges 
and processes.

https://babel.es/

3.2 Industrial 
infrastructures
3.2.1 Business Park of the Principality 
of Asturias
One fifth of the land in Avilés (5 Km2) is dedicated 
to industry. This industrial activity is based around 
the perimeter of the estuary, where more than 
170 industries are located, generating more than 
5,000 industrial jobs. At the heart of this land 
is the Principality of Asturias Business Park, a 
multimodal park with areas dedicated to small and 
large industry, logistics, port and tertiary use. With 
modern infrastructures and top-quality services, 
it has allowed around 100 business projects to set 
up. Companies from the service sector, logistics or 
dedicated to the steel auxiliary industry develop 
their activity in the Park.

3.2.2 Port of Avilés
https://www.puertoaviles.es/

Favoured by its extraordinary geographical 
location in the centre of the Cantabrian coast, the 
Port of Avilés is strategically positioned for the 
establishment of commercial traffic to Europe and 
the American continent. 

The Port has accesses available for different modes 
of transport, with good rail and road infrastructures, 
as well as air transport, as Asturias Airport is only 
15 kilometres away.

Located next to the city and very close to the STP 
Avilés Isla de la Innovación.
It operates 365 days a year.
With more than 500.000 m2 of storage space.
It has more than 5.000 m of commercial docks.
Its maximum draught is 14m.
It reaches peak movements of more than 6,000,000 
tonnes of goods per year.
It handles all types of cargo: bulk, containers and 
general cargo.
Supplies ships with fuel, ice, water and electric 
power services.
Generates new spaces for future growth.
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Its internal road network consists of more than 10 
kilometres of asphalt agglomerate up to 12 metres 
wide, directly connected to the entire industrial area 
surrounding the port and allowing the companies 
to easily and quickly transport their products to the 
shipping area.

The interior railway network is made up of more 
than 6.000 metres of track, both Iberian gauge 
(ADIF) and metric gauge (FEVE). All the service 
docks, as well as the depot area, are accessible by 
rail, facilitating the transport of goods and products 
to or from the loading area.

3.3 Innovation Spaces
Avilés offers entrepreneurs and new business 
initiatives different spaces, equipped with the 
necessary infrastructures and equipment for 
the immediate development of new projects. In 
addition, through Avilés Empresas service, the 
city accompanies entrepreneurs by offering a 
comprehensive service of information, guidance, 
advice and support both during the initial start-
up process and the consolidation of their business 
initiative.

3.3.1 La Curtidora Business Centre
https://www.curtidora.com/

La Curtidora Business Centre offers companies and 
entrepreneurs services to facilitate the development 
of their business activities. The centre has offices and 
warehouses, on a temporary rental basis, ready to 
be occupied under very advantageous conditions, 
for the installation of newly created companies or 
those that, already established outside the region, 
wish to locate in Avilés.

Facilities:

Technology 
offices 

16 offices equipped to meet 
technological demands 

Offices 68 offices furnished and connected 
to the internet

Large spaces Two large spaces of 500m2 for the 
establishment of singular projects.

Ships Nine industrial buildings of up to 
300 m2

Multi-purpose 
and meeting 
room

Four spaces equipped for meetings 
and training activities.

Conference 
room Capacity for 70 people

3.3.2 Maqua Space

As a complement to the La Curtidora Business 
Centre, the Maqua Space has been created, the 
epicentre of the innovative and entrepreneurial 
system of the city of Avilés. This space occupies 
the refurbished Palacio de Maqua, equipped 
with cutting-edge technologies at the service of 
interested entrepreneurs.

CoWorking 
Space Capacity for 24 seats

Meeting rooms, 
classrooms and 
offices

Hourly rental

MAQUA Lab
Urban laboratory dedicated to 
collaborative design and finding 
solutions to the city’s challenges.  

3.3.3 Cultural Factory

Avilés also has spaces aimed at artistic innovation. 
The Factoría Cultural stands out as a centre for 
multidisciplinary artistic creation. As well as the 
headquarters of the Municipal School of Ceramics, 
which collaborates with schools, associations and 
other local entities in the development of activities, 
and Universidad Popular, which delivers courses 
with the aim of disseminating culture among 
citizens, the Factory also includes the Centre for 
Artistic Creation. The Centre provides artists and 
other cultural industries with rehearsal spaces, 
recording studios and other multi-purpose areas 
for the development of the creative arts. 
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4.1 Avilés Science and 
Technology Park Avilés 
Innovation Island
Avilés is working on its consolidation as an 
innovative area with the promotion of Avilés 
Isla de la Innovación Science and Technology 
Park. Around this knowledge hub, reference 
entities such as the IDONIAL Steel Technology 
Centre, ArcelorMittal R&D Centres (14.000m2 in 
11 buildings), infrastructures such as Manzana 
del Acero (The Stell Square), or the recently 
created SATEC Hub and Windar Technology and 
Innovation, are the industrial breeding ground for 
a group of highly relevant companies that make up 
an authentic business ecosystem.

The multinational company’s only integrated steelmaking 
plant in Spain. Process R&D centre with the highest 
performance in Europe.

Technology centre for materials development, advanced 
manufacturing and digital industry.

Close collaboration between Avilés and the University of 
Oviedo for the development of the Science and Technology 
Park.

One of the world’s leading companies in the design and 
manufacture of capital goods. 

4. Avilés, Industry, Innovation, 
Research
Due to its characteristics, the city of Avilés has become the ideal location for the development 
of the Avilés Isla de la Innovación Science and Technology Park. Its industrial tradition, together 
with the innovative environment generated around the company ArcelorMittal and its R&D 
centres, its strategic location next to the city port and the high technical qualifications of its 
population, make the city a world reference centre for steel.

Spanish company of reference in engineering, 
manufacturing, assembly and commissioning of capital 
goods.

World leader in business process excellence, specialising 
in cutting-edge technologies and digital transformation, 
whose mission is to accompany major clients in their digital 
business challenges and processes.

World leader in business process excellence, specialising 
in cutting-edge technologies and digital transformation, 
whose mission is to accompany major clients in their digital 
business challenges and processes.

Opportunities of Avilés Island of Innovation 
Science and Technology Park
Clustering space for new innovative industrial activity 
embedded in business cooperation networks.

Specialisation in steel, new materials and communication 
technologies with great tractor potential for specialised 
companies and R&D centres.

Logistical environment (right next to the port) and 
communication infrastructures that are constantly 
adapting to the times. 

Technologically qualified population

Presence of large international industrial groups in the 
steel, glass, aluminium, zinc and chemical industries.

Five industry-oriented technology centres

World Steel Reference Centre
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Avilés Isla de la Innovación initiative has become a unique space for 
investment and the development of new industrial projects, providing 
a quality brand for companies operating in its surroundings. Avilés 
will have new spaces for industrial use, providing new and attractive 
opportunities for companies wishing to join this ecosystem of knowledge 
and innovation.

INDUSTRIAL LAND

TECHNOLOGICAL PARK

PRINCIPALITY OF ASTURIAS 
BUSINESS PARK

ISLA
DE LA

INNOVACIÓN

AVILÉS

HUB

Ste
el Block
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4.2 IDONIAL Steel 
Technology Centre
IDONIAL Foundation was created in 2019 as a 
result of the merger between Instituto Tecnológico 
de los Materiales (Materials Technology Institute) 
and PRODINTEC (a technology centre specialising 
in industrial design and production). Both are 
committed to joining forces to address new 
challenges and provide comprehensive tailor-
made solutions related to the development of 
materials, advanced manufacturing and digital 
industry through technological development and 
innovation.

IDONIAL combines a wide range of services and 
technologies, offering solutions throughout the 
value chain and progressive and productive results 
through the incorporation and implementation of 
cutting-edge technologies. The centre works on 
R&D&I projects with industry for the development 
of new materials, products and processes or the 
improvement of existing ones.

Development of technological and innovation projects in 
different fields:

Aerospace 

Construction

Energy | Oil&Gas

Steel

Railway

Defence

Health

Automotive
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4.3 The Steel Square
La Manzana del Acero (The Stell Square) is a pilot 
plant that reproduces the integral steelmaking 
process at scale. Sharing space with Arcelor Mittal’s 
New Frontier R&D Centre and IDONIAL’s Steel 
Technology Centre, the Steel Apple is a unique 
space in the world, bringing together more than 
200 researchers. 

Avilés has this key and unique R&D&I infrastructure, 
which constitutes a technological spot of reference 
at international level in the development of new 
steels, processes and solutions for steel-based 
manufacturing and transformation companies. 
The fifteen pilot plants that comprise it, which 
reproduce all the steel transformation processes, 
enjoy full autonomy, allowing projects to be 
developed involving all of them or only part of 
them, as well as testing and developing all the 
technologies related to industrial digitalisation. It 
offers the possibility of testing new materials and 
new production methods by replicates the entire 
steelmaking process, from continuous casting to 
continuous annealing and galvanising. 

This infrastructure allows:

Reduction of waiting times

Unique development capabilities

Small batch production

Exhibition of new technologies (sensors, digi-
tisation, etc.)

Control of the entire production process
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5. Blue and green Avilés
Set in the heart of a natural paradise, symbolised by the green Asturian landscape and the blue 
Cantabrian Sea, the city has acquired over the last few years a deep commitment to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development of the United Nations, with all its goals and challenges. 

This commitment seeks to improve the quality of life of citizens through actions aimed at 
protecting the cultural and natural heritage and reducing its carbon footprint, contributing to 
and guaranteeing a more sustainable urban development.

5.1 Environmental recovery 
of Avilés estuary
For decades, the estuary has been the axis of 
development and the epicentre of a powerful 
industrial complex. The dismantling of the old heavy 
industry, together with the firm commitment of 
Avilés to sustainability, has led to the development 
of various clean-up, rehabilitation and creation of 
new uses in the area around the estuary. In this 
context, the removal, treatment and safe disposal 
of more than 170.000m3 of contaminated sludge 
deposited in the riverbed and banks of the estuary 
during years of industrial dumping is noteworthy.

Thus, the industrial and degraded landscape 
of yesteryear has turned towards modernity, 
composing a landscape of great tourist potential 
filled with green areas and promenades for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the citizens. 

In this process of renovation, the construction of 
Oscar Niemeyer International Cultural Centre 
stands out. Located on the right bank of the 
estuary, it is the first and main part of the Island 
of Innovation. Inaugurated in 2011, the Centre has 
become one of the cultural references and tourist 
attractions in Asturias, as well as a symbol of the 
transformation of Avilés. The New York Times has 
included it as one of the top destinations to visit 
worldwide in 2020.
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All these recovery actions have made possible to 
safeguard the Zeluán Cove and Pond, on the right 
bank of the estuary, last vestige of its stunningly 
beautiful estuary. This area was declared Natural 
Monument in 2002, due to its character as habitat 
and refuge for migratory birds, such as the curlew. 

The environmental recovery of this space, including 
the installation of a bird observatory, was one of 
the first actions developed for the restoration of the 
city’s seafront.

5.2 Mobility Plan
With the aim of ensuring a balance between 
mobility and accessibility needs, while favouring 
environmental protection, social cohesion and 
economic development, the city of Avilés is 
implementing its Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan. 
Looking ahead to 2030, the Plan aims to give the 
greatest possible prominence to public transport, 
walking and cycling throughout the municipality, 
but more intensively in the urban area. 

The Plan includes the extension of restricted traffic 
lanes, the establishment of networks of pedestrian 
and cycle routes, the redefinition of urban transport 
(based on the principle of intermodality), as well as 
measures aimed at adapting car parking to a more 
sustainable city model in which its presence in 
public spaces tends to be increasingly reduced.

5.3 Urban transformation: 
The example of La Curtidora
One of the actions with the greatest impact in the 
field of sustainability and urban transformation in 
Avilés has been the recovery of the old tannery built 
in 1820 and extended in 1902. After years of ruin and 
after being devastated by a fire in the early 1990s, 
Avilés City Council, committed to sustainability 
and modernisation, rehabilitated and reinvented 
the space as a business incubator. La Curtidora is 
today an example for many Spanish cities. Since 
its inauguration with only two companies, until 
today, more than 470 companies have enjoyed its 
facilities, 70% of which have been newly created.
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6. Avilés, a walking city
Located in a privileged natural environment, surrounded by mountains, on the shores of the 
Cantabrian Sea with a mild climate, Avilés is an unbeatable place to live and work. Medium-
sized, the city offers all the necessary services in a close and welcoming environment. The short 
distances between its residential areas and its work centres facilitate the daily life of its citizens, 
guaranteeing a perfect harmony between work and family life. In addition, its lively cultural life, 
extraordinary gastronomy and the possibilities offered by its natural environment make the city 
of Avilés a perfect place to enjoy.

C
a
sc

o
 H

is
tó

ri
c
o

R
ía

 d
e

 A
vi

lé
s

P
C

T
 A

vi
lé

s 
Is

la
 d

e
 l

a
 I

n
n

o
v
a
c
ió

n

N

S

0E ES

ESTIMATED WALKING 
TIME WITHIN THE 

CITY



22

6.1 The historic centre and 
the commercial axes 
The historic quarter of Avilés, declared a Historic-
Artistic Site, is considered the iconic medieval town 
of Asturias. Strolling through its quiet streets lined 
with arcades, squares, churches and palaces, you 
can take a walk through History from the 12th 
century to the present day, among spaces and 
buildings of Romanesque, Gothic, Baroque and 
Modernist architectural styles. Streets such as 
Galiana, La Ferrería, Rivero or San Francisco, the 
palaces of Valdecarzana, Ferrera or Campo Sagrado 
and churches such as San Antonio de Padua, San 
Nicolás de Bari, and Sabugo, bear witness to the 
millenary history of the city.

The Chapel of Los Alas, the Palacio Valdés Theatre, 
the Balsera Palace (Music Conservatory), the Maqua 
Palace (MQA Space), the Market Square of Avilés 
and the Church of Santo Tomás de Canterbury are 
also classified as Sites of Cultural Interest (BIC).

Avilés stands out for the variety and quality of the 
city’s shops. From the most traditional products 
of the countryside, which can be found in the 
market in the Plaza Hermanos Orbón, with its 
fish and fresh fish freshly caught in the port, to the 
butcher’s shops with top quality products from the 
rich Asturian herd, to the most modern boutiques 
and specialised shops with top national and 
international brands and firms, which are located 
in the streets of the historic centre, make Avilés a 
wonderful city to stroll around and to shop in.

6.2 A privileged 
environment
6.2.1 The Mountain and its possibilities

With more than 1.000.000m2 of green areas and 
surrounded by forests and mountains acting as the 
environmental lungs of the city, Avilés has infinite 
possibilities for leisure and enjoyment of its natural 

environment. 

14,9m2 of green space per inhabitant, thus 
meeting WHO standards, which recommend 
that cities should have at least 10-15 green 
square metres per inhabitant.

Avilés is less than an hour’s drive from one of 
the seven World Biosphere Reserves bordering 
Asturias region. With a high level of environmental 
conservation, one third of its territory is Protected 
Natural Area, Asturias is a refuge for the most 
important species of flora and fauna in the north of 
the Iberian Peninsula. Emblematic animals such as 
the bear, wolf, capercaillie, deer and chamois find 
shelter in the lush forests of oak, beech, chestnut 
and birch trees.

This extensive natural area is a paradise for 
mountain sportsmen and women, as it allows the 
regular practice of sports such as climbing, hiking, 
trail running, and many others. 

In the same area, Avilés is within easy reach of 
some of the leading ski resorts in the Cantabrian 
Mountains. With easy access, one hour by road, 
you can enjoy kilometres of skiable slopes, allowing 
you to practise different types of skiing and leisure 
activities, enjoying the snow in any of its forms.

Pajares Winter 
Resort

30,9 km ski slopes with ski school, 
snow park and trail running and 
cycling circuits.

Fuentes de Invierno 
Winter Resort

8,7 km slopes, ski and snowboard 
school.

San Isidro Winter 
Resort

27,5 km slopes, ski school, winter 
and summer activities.

6.2.2 Sea and beach

With its location on the coast, Avilés has quick 
access to any of the beaches on the Asturian coast. 
Moreover, in just 20 minutes by road there are 26 
very diverse beaches, ranging from large sandy 
beaches to rocky, rocky, blue flag beaches, from 
naturist to urban, all of them close and beautiful.
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Surfing is traditional in the region. Since the 70s 
of the last century, Salinas in particular has been 
steadily growing in the number of surfers.  Several 
schools, hotels and other establishments dedicated 
to this sport, which is a way of life, enliven the 
summer in the region with their festivals, meetings 
and sporting competitions.

6.3 Culture and leisure
6.3.1 Niemeyer Centre

Oscar Niemeyer International Centre is one of 
the cultural references and tourist attractions of 
Asturias, as well as a symbol of the transformation 
of Avilés. Opened in 2011, it is the only work in Spain 
by the brilliant Brazilian architect Oscar Niemeyer.

The Niemeyer Centre is a space open to music, 
theatre, cinema and painting, and to all types of art 
and cultural manifestations. The Centre has been 
awarded the Culture and Patronage label, granted 
by the Ministry of Culture and Sport.

The Niemeyer Centre has a wide range of rooms 
that allow the celebration of all kinds of business, 
cultural and social activities and events in any of its 
representative buildings.

Multi-
purpose 
building

Cinema and two rooms adaptable to the 
needs of each event.

Auditorium A 400m2 stage hall, two 500m2 halls and 
a Club Room for intimate performances. 

Dome A 4.000m2 space for exhibitions and 
artistic activities.

Plaza A 22.000m2 square open to the public for 
leisure and cultural activities.

Tower Viewpoint over the city of Avilés that 
hosts multifaceted events.

6.3.2 Other cultural centres and 
museums

Avilés, a cultural city, has a wide variety of museums 
and centres, which complement the extensive 
cultural offer of the city. 

The Museum of the Urban History of Avilés is 
located in the historic centre. The Museum offers 
visitors an original journey through the history of 
Avilés, from the splendour of the medieval town 
to the 20th century, when the city became an 
industrial reference and a centre of attraction for 
the whole region. The museum offer is completed 
with the Cemetery Interpretation Centre (cicLaC) 
where the visitor will find an exhibition showing 
the historical context in which the cemetery was 
built, its construction at the end of the 19th century 
and its main artistic elements, and with the Portus 
Space, belonging to the Port of Avilés, where a 
complete programme of activities based on the 
didactics of cultural heritage is developed to get 
to know the historical, material and immaterial 
heritage of the Port of Avilés and the people who 
live there.

In addition, the Municipal House of Culture and 
Julián Orbón Professional Conservatory have 
various cultural facilities. The first one hosts book 
lending service and reading rooms for children 
and adults. It also has an auditorium (677 seats), 
a conference room (108 seats), and exhibition 
and meeting rooms. The Conservatory develops 
activities aimed at music and instrumental training.

Finally, the centenary Palacio Valdés Theatre, in 
the centre of the city, is a reference for the cultural 
scene in Avilés as well as in the rest of Asturias. A 
historic theatre, it shares a common programme 
with Niemeyer Centre, sharing programming 
criteria, performance spaces and exhibition 
calendars.
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6.3.3 Cultural events

With an established cultural trajectory, the city 
hosts numerous events and cultural manifestations 
throughout the year, with both national and 
international scope.

CELSIUS 232 Festival annually hosts the world’s 
best writers of fantastic literature. Since 2011, it 
has established itself as one of the leading events 
in Spain in this field. In August, the International 
Folkloric Festival of Popular Music and Dance, 
hosts every year groups from all over the world, 
putting Avilés on the world map of culture and 
dance for almost four decades.

The LGBTIQ Film Festival, the National Short 
Film Contest “Avilés Acción”, International Comic 
Days and the Religious Music Week complete an 
exhaustive offer of cultural events that is completed 
at Christmas, with the Nativity Scene Route.

With 1,285 hotel beds, Avilés is always ready to 
welcome travellers and visitors who come to the 
city for work or who are attracted by its natural 
environment, its cultural life or its gastronomy.

6.3.4 Gastronomy

The local gastronomy is based on fresh fish 
“rulados” in the fish market of Avilés, meat from 
the region and vegetables from local gardens, 
with establishments accredited with the Michelin 
Star or the “Mesas de Asturias” brand, as well as 
restaurants, tapas bars and traditional Asturian 
cider bars. Specific products produced in the region 
include La Peral cheese, Avilés “longaniza” sausage 
and “bollo mantecado”, a typical bakery product. 

Several unique gastronomic events take place every 
year in the city: the Antroxu Gastronomic Days, in 
Carnival, the Cheese and Wine Fair, in May. The 
Famous Wine Festival (FWF), held in the region 
of since 2010, and the Beer Festival in August, aim 
to bring the most characteristic products and 
delicacies of the region to the people of Avilés and 
visitors.

The most endearing and representative activity of 
the city is Comida en la Calle, when 20,000 people 
come together on Easter Monday to enjoy, share 
and eat outdoors in the streets and parks of the 
historic centre of the city.
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