
 

 

 

Contesting National identity Narratives in Kuwait 

National identities is still being defined and contested in the Gulf Monarchies, in particular in Kuwait, 
a young state that gain independence in 1961 from the British Protectorate. Official narratives tend to 
emphasize the role of the ruler and the family as historical and legitimate representatives of the nation 
and usually privileged Sunni Muslims, male, tribal identities. However, the national identity that has 
been created is directly related to the ruling family and tend to exclude from its definitions three main 
social groups that are the marginalized women, tribes and Shia community. More recently, key 
economic, political and geopolitical factors that created unrest in the Gulf peninsula push various 
monarchies in strengthening national identity in order to curve any upcoming citizens’ mobilization 
that will be accompanied by greater political representation. 

The seminar will address two main dimensions of the citizenship issue in Kuwait:  

-What are the mechanisms for constructing national identity: We will explore how state led 
development and social and cultural institutions are shaping the evolution of national identity. In 
addition, what are the effects of geopolitics on the strengthening of national identity? 

-Critical perspectives on state-driven identity formation: These processes of economic development, 
state building and identity formation have not been successful in integrating all citizens in the same 
way. Who are the competitors to the nation? Why does tribal identities persist? 
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