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ABSTRACT: 

       Syria’s neighbourhood hosts currently about 5.5 million displaced Syrians who 
have escaped the lethal conflict since its outbreak in 2011. While more than 3.4 
million Syrians are registered in Turkey, around 2 million are in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq 
and Egypt. In Lebanon and Jordan, displaced Syrians constitute more than 20 percent 
of the population. This lecture looks at how key supranational bodies have dealt with 
the issue of Syria’s displacement in Syria’s neighbourhood with emphasis on Lebanon 
and Jordan.  It elaborates on the key strategies that the European Union, the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the Arab League (LAS) and the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) have adopted to ‘govern’ and ‘regulate’ displacement in Syria’s neighbourhood. 
The lecture goes on to problematize how -- notwithstanding collaborative 
instruments and strategies-- divergent interests and perceptions have thwarted 
‘synergistic governance’, backfiring on refugee rights and creating opportunities for 
governments to buttress their state-centric agendas.  
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