
2019-21 Biennium Feature Accomplishment

Other Accomplishments

Lower Satsop Right Bank 
Conservation Project: enacted 

emergency bank protection along 
1,600 feet of eroding shoreline.

Schafer Creek Alluvial Water Storage 
Pilot Project: Completed upper 
watershed large wood debris 
placement research project.

Completed Satsop and Wynoochee 
riparian planting and invasive 

knotweed management on 80 acres 
of floodplain.

Middle Fork Hoquiam Tidal Restoration Project

Resource Challenge
The tidal function to an estuary floodplain on the Middle Fork Hoquiam River 
owned and managed by the Chehalis River Basin Land Trust (CRBLT) needed 
restoration for fish passage and ecosystem function for the river and the 
harbor. The goal was to reopen tidal channels, removing selected piles and 
permanently removing stream culverts throughout the CRBLT ownership. 

Grays Harbor Conservation District (GHCD) was contracted to sponsor the 
project for design and implementation.

Project Summary and Results
This large-scale restoration effort resulted in the full tidal function of 153 
acres of estuary floodplain, the removal of 10 fish barrier culverts, and 
access to 3.5 miles of rare sitka spruce tidal habitat. Restoration measures 
included the reopening of 9 tidal channels, removal of 658 pilings, and 
decommissioning of forest roads back to native grades throughout the entire 
project site. 

Key Partners
Chehalis River Basin Land Trust, Recreation Conservation Office (Washington 
Coast Restoration Resiliency Initiative Program)

Grays Harbor Conservation District
360-249-8532 | plutroll@willapabay.org | graysharborcd.org
Legislative District: 19, 24, 35     Congressional District: 6

Priorities moving forward...
▶ GHCD’s primary goal over the next couple of years is to keep on track with the number and types of projects we are 

producing over the last couple of years, but also to create an education and outreach program to reach out to folks 
that we have not been reaching out to, in addition to making inroads to local school districts and programs like 
Envirothon.
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