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Other Accomplishments

Resource Challenge
The removal of two dams on the Elwha River in 2011 and 2014 gave 
unrestricted passage to ESA-listed Chinook salmon, as well as other fish 
species. The dam removals left roughly 600 acres of former lakebeds to return 
to native forests. Large-scale plantings were done following removal of the 
dams. However, harsh growing conditions — such as no top soil — made 
establishing conifer trees, which are vital to provide shade and large woody 
debris for fish habitat, very difficult.

Project Summary and Results
Over the past two years, Clallam Conservation District (CD) and the Lower 
Elwha Klallam Tribe (LEKT) have teamed up to plant conifer trees along the 
Elwha River, each bringing different resources to the table. Clallam CD has 
a small staff, but a large volunteer program; LEKT has technicians that can 
work side-by-side with volunteers in the field. This partnership led to 181 
volunteers helping plant over 6,000 trees along the Elwha River during two 
Orca Recovery Day events, as well as several smaller planting events, to help 
restore fish habitat in the Elwha Watershed.

Key Partners
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, Clallam County, Washington State Conservation 
Commission

Partnership Leads to Salmon Recovery Success

1,283 individuals participated 
in webinars and workshops on 

native plants, soils, farm practices, 
and forestry.  

Provided livestock technical 
assistance to 110 farms and helped 
implement 28 on-farm practices to 
protect habitat and water quality. 

Installed 10,009 feet of irrigation 
pipeline to reduce water loss and save 

water in the Dungeness River. 
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Priorities moving forward...

▶ Work with partners to seek funding to implement the Dungeness Streamfl ow Restoration Off -Channel Reservoir
project to restore an average of 26.5 cfs of fl ow in the Dungeness River.

▶ Develop a riparian restoration program for streamside landowners to enhance and restore fi sh habitat.

▶ Continue to build a community-based volunteer program to aid in restoration work.

Left: Orca Recovery Day 2019 - Volunteer with cedar trees being planted along the Elwha River. (photo 
by Brennan Bartlett, Clallam CD volunteer)  Right: Orca Recovery Day 2020 - Volunteers remove donated 
conifer trees from pots to ready them for planting along the Elwha River. (photo by Kim Williams, Clallam 
CD District Manager) 


