
2020-21 Feature Accomplishment

Other Accomplishments

Small Farms Program hosted two 
workshops reaching 98 landowners, 
and completed 67 site visits and 32 

conservation plans.

Heritage Gardens Program hosted 
four webinars reaching 361 

landowners, and completed 105 site 
visits and certified eight gardens.

Developed design alternatives at two 
locations on the lower Yakima River to 
enhance habitat for migrating salmon.

Building Partnerships to Restore River Functions  
Resource Challenge
Water stargrass is crippling essential functions of the Yakima River. Stargrass 
creates new habitat for mosquitoes capable of carrying West Nile virus, 
threatening public health. Stargrass plugs intakes of river irrigators, 
threatening our agriculture economy. Salmon spawning has disappeared as 
the plants smother the riverbed. The plants cause violations of state water 
quality standards in spring, summer, and fall. As a native plant, invasive weed 
resources are not available for its control.

Project Summary and Results
Benton Conservation District provides local leadership on the stargrass 
challenge, monitoring conditions and building partnerships across all the 
sectors impacted. These partnerships led to state funding to purchase an 
aquatic plant harvesting machine. Multiple organizations that benefit from 
river restoration provide support, including direct funding, equipment 
maintenance, storage, aquatic permitting, transport and disposal of the 
harvested stargrass, and staffing. Future efforts will document how the river 
functions are restored through mechanical removal of stargrass.

Key Partners
State of Washington, Yakima Basin Integrated Plan, Washington Department 
of Ecology, Benton County Mosquito Control Board

Benton Conservation District
509-736-6000 | mark-nielson@conservewa.net | bentoncd.org
Legislative District: 8, 16      Congressional District: 4

Priorities moving forward...
▶ Our spring Heritage Garden event will be a Butterfl y Discovery Day for children of all ages on May 14, 2022.  

▶ Salmon Summit will return in April 2022 with 3,000 students gathering in Columbia Park to release salmon they 
raised in their classrooms. 

▶ In October 2022 we will celebrate our dams, river and hydropower at RiverFest with over 4,000 attendees expected.

Left: Representative Brad Klippert congratulates Benton CD staff Matt Jasper on the aquatic plant 
harvester to remove stargrass. (photo by Rachel Little)  Right: Water stargrass fills the Yakima River at 
Prosser, threatening public health, irrigation, water quality and salmon habitat. (photo by Stephen 
Ingalls)


