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FOOD POLICY FORUM 
MEETING NOTES  
 
February 1, 2023: 1:00pm-3:00pm 
 

OBJECTIVES  
 

• Review Farm Bill 2023 Recommendation updates and next steps 
• Share understanding of how legislature connects to Forum recommendations and resulting successes 
• Gather data related to the current state of the Washington food system  

 

FARM BILL 2023 COORDINATION: RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Petra Vallila-Buchman shared with forum members that the Farm Bill recommendations, drafted by the Forum’s Farm Bill 2023 Coordination Action 
Team, were finalized. The recommendations were refined based on member feedback given following the December 1st and January 12th Forum 
meetings. The Farm Bill Forum Recommendations can be found here.  
 

WASHINGTON FOOD SYSTEM LANDSCAPE  
 

Sarah Sarfaty Epstein reminded the Forum of the possible 2023 activity of compiling data sources related to the Washington food system to provide 
a landscape, or snapshot. Facilitators posed the question, “When we talk about the landscape of the food system, what are we referring to?” As a 
starting place, there was agreement that such an endeavor would rely heavily on secondary data. As a starting place, Forum members participated in 
a Jamboard activity to brainstorm current secondary data sources that may be relevant to this work. The results of the whiteboarding exercise can 
be found here.  
 
During discussion, Forum members highlighted the importance of the food and climate intersection. With such momentum around climate, forum 
members raised the opportunity to elevate soil health, organic matter, flow of nutrient creation, and water management in the conversation around 
climate impacts on the food system. Other members also raised the importance of including information regarding the agricultural workforce, 
employment, and economic indicators for the state of Washington.  
 

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5faf8a950cdaa224e61edad9/63dda824dadfa73bb4216c2d_Farm%20Bill%20Recommendations_Final.pdf
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Sozo4ze2JhOdYUsm44YFBUwRzmJPHqckJ6UVxFtlmRM/edit?usp=sharing
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Following discussion, Petra Vallila-Buchman walked through next steps. The Forum will return to this conversation in March to determine what 
members wish to engage in, identify gaps, and determine audience. The Forum seeks to learn at the intersection of sectors and on a systems level to 
identify the most powerful recommendations that can be put forward.  
 

DIVERSIFYING FORUM VOICES  
 

Laura Raymond, WSDA, provided an overview of the Forum’s efforts around diversifying voices that contribute to the Forum’s work, a priority 
outlined in the Forum’s charter. As outlined in the charter, the Forum values opportunities for non-members to engage in the Forum’s activities. 
Raymond posed the questions, “What can we do to engage directly as a Forum and in partnership to increase diversity?” and “What has the Forum 
done to increase diversity and look through an equity lens?” One of the efforts thus far was a membership survey to understand who is represented 
on the Forum. Additional work has focused on tribal engagement, underserved community representation, and membership diversity.  
 
In efforts to continue conversation around ensuring a diverse set of voices is represented on the Forum, members engaged in a Jamboard activity. 
The results of the whiteboarding exercise can be found here. 
 

LEGISLATIVE AND BUDGETARY UPDATES 
 

Forum members and convening agencies provided updates on recent legislature including:  
 

• HB 1552: Submitted by Representative Reeves, this bill is in direct response to the Forum recommendations. SCC helped to develop the bill 
and American Farmland Trust and Tilth Alliance testified. Kate Delavan conducted outreach to stakeholder groups including conservation 
districts, urban farmers, etc. Representative Gregerson is a sponsor of the bill. Melissa Spear submitted written testimony.  

• HB 1559: The Basic Needs Act is to support creating a navigator for students to access resources they are already eligible for.  
• HB 1238 & SB 5339: Sponsored by Representative Riccelli, this bill addresses free school lunches for all students.  
• DOH SNAP Incentives Program: This program has a current budget request out.  
• WSDA Budget Request: This budget request would lead to funding for food assistance and the We Feed WA program.  
• HB 1603: Two bills are currently moving through legislature in support of the creation of a state branding program. Melissa Spear testified 

on behalf of the Forum and Laura Raymond testified on behalf of WSDA. These bills are sponsored by Representative Morgan. A hearing in 
the House Agricultural Committee took place on February 7th.   

• SB 1541: Ways and Means Committee Bill – a hearing took place on February 6th.  
 

NEXT STEPS AND ADJOURN 

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5faf8a950cdaa224e61edad9/633e17e41964387d718e5cca_Forum%20Charter%20Final_091322.pdf
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1_uy34Ejw4PYYecEsLJ7nV2nIKDy87OBDuA0Fi0LGDnw/edit?usp=sharing
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Petra Vallila-Buchman, Ross Strategic facilitator closed the meeting and thanked participants for their time. The next Food Policy Forum will meet on 
March 2, 2023.  
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