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FOOD POLICY FORUM 
MEETING NOTES  
 

April 7, 2022: 1:00pm-4:00pm; Webinar  

Food Policy Forum Meeting Attendees 

Members 

First Last Affiliation Attendance 

Aaron Czyzewski Food Lifeline Y 

Addie Candib American Farmland Trust N 

Ali  Jensen Whatcom County Health Department (Serving as alternate for 
Chris Elder) 

N 

Alyssa  Auvinen Washington State Dept of Health Y 

Aslan Meade Thurston Economic Development Council  N 

Babette  Roberts Washington State Department of Social and Health Services  Y 

Brian Estes LINC Foods N 

Brooklyn  Holton Initiative for Rural Innovation and Stewardship N 

Chad  Kruger Washington State University N 

Chris  Elder Whatcom County Public Works N 

Chris  Pettit WSCC Y 

Chris  Voigt WA State Potato Commission  Y 

Christina  Wong Northwest Harvest Y 

Claire  Lane Washington State Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition Y 

Colleen  Donovan Washington State Farmers Market Association Y 

Dan  Wood WA State Dairy Federation Y 

Derek  Sandison WA Department of Agriculture N 

Diane  Dempster Clark County Food System Council Y 

Diana  Carlen WA Association of Wheat Growers N 

Jon DeVaney WA Tree Fruit Association N 

Judy  Warnick WA State Legislature Y 

Kate Delavan Washington State Conservation Commission  Y 

Kirsten Ringen Food Northwest N 
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Laura Raymond Washington State Department of Agriculture Y 

Leanne Eko Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Y 

Linda  Neunzig Snohomish County N 

Marcia  Ostrom WSU- Food Systems Program  Y 

Mary Dye Washington State Legislature Y 

Mary Embleton King Conservation District Y 

Melissa  Spear Tilth Alliance Y 

Mia  Gregerson Washington State Legislature (Anna Nepomuceno on behalf) Y 

Nate  Lewis WA Farmland Trust N 

Nick  Norton  WA Association of Land Trusts N 

Paige DeChambeau Washington State Conservation Commission  Y 

PJ Cawley Charlie’s Produce N 

Richard Conlin Puget Sound Regional Council N 

Ron  Shultz Washington State Conservation Commission Y 

Tim  Crosby Thread Fund N 

Tom  Davis  WA State Farm Bureau Y 

Tom  Salzer WA Association of Conservation Districts N 

Trish Twomey WA Food Coalition Y 

Yasmin  Trudeau WA State Legislature Y 

 

Non-Members 

First Last Affiliation  

Mullen  Karen Washington DOH 

Nelson  Camille Legislative Assistant to Representative Mary Dye  

Van Horn  Galen WSDA Regional Markets 

Crowder Robin 21 Acres to Everyone 

Richartz Saundra Senate Republican Caucus  

Neth Warren Evergreen State College; Farmers Fighting Hunger  

 

Facilitation and meeting support provided by Ross Strategic. 
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ROLL, WELCOME AND AGENDA OVERVIEW  
 

Petra Vallila-Buchman, Ross Strategic facilitator opened the meeting and welcomed Food Policy Forum members, highlighting the goal of the session 

to discuss the types of actions the Forum will take in 2022.  The objectives were to:  

• Engage the full Forum on the three actions that are moving forward as a result of the February Forum meeting process. 

• Reflect on Legislative Session and review action or inaction related to past Forum recommendations. 
 

Ron Shultz, Policy Director with the Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC), shared that there will be a meeting soon with the directors to 

finalize the Forum’s charter and discuss membership of the Food Policy Forum. Ron introduced the new executive director of SCC, Chris Pettit. Chris 

shared his enthusiasm about joining the Food Policy Forum as he leads the agency in coordinating conservation districts and voluntary conservation 

programs.  

 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION REFLECTION  

 

Petra invited members to reflect on the October 2021 recommendations to the legislature. FPF participants provided updates relevant to the Food 
Policy Forum six recommendations identified in the October report. These included:  
 
Supporting technical assistance providers using state or federal dollars to work with producers to tackle a variety of issues related to pivoting from 

one market to another.  

 

Ron Shultz thanked the legislators for their work during the recent legislation session. Regarding the recommendations, Ron shared that SCC received 

additional resources for technical assistance for conservation districts to help farmers with best management practices (BMP’s) and address natural 

resources issues. Ron highlighted the importance of helping farmers with issues of protection and restoration of natural resources. If farmers can 

prioritize conservation, while still making a living growing crops and raising livestock, then we can keep people in agriculture. Further funding for the 

fiscal year included $2.7 million to support engineering in conservation districts, $2 million to support farmers with the rental/purchase of equipment, 

$10 million to support salmon restoration projects, and $3 million for voluntary stewardship programs to implement projects helping landowners 

produce food while addressing resource concerns.  

 

Laura Raymond, Regional Markets Program with WSDA, shared that WSDA received $250,000 to support local and regional markets and develop 

agriculture infrastructure in southwest Washington, which is intended be a continuation of work with the Northwest Agriculture Business Center. 

Further funding was received to focus on organic material management and support farmers with the costs associated with compost creation.  

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5faf8a950cdaa224e61edad9/6189b5d072c287738a6d062e_FPF%20Recommendations%20Report%20to%20Legislature%20October%202021%20FINAL.pdf


 Food Policy Forum – April 7, 2022 | Page 4 

 

 

Provide $100 million in funding to existing WSCC programs for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements or development rights to protect 

farmland for continued production and secure multi-benefit agricultural lands owned by producers most impacted by COVID-19.  

 

Kate Delavan, Office of Farmland Preservation with SCC, shared that SCC received a budget proviso of $2 million for a farmland protection and land 

access program built around alignment with the FarmPAI program, which works to secure high-quality farmland at risk of development and provide a 

low-interest loan to farmers. The Conservation Commission’s new Farmland Protection and Land Access program will be a new source for easement 

funding for conservation easements, with prioritization for supporting underserved producers, young and beginning farmers, POC farmers, and 

veterans. 

 

Following Kate’s overview, members posed the following questions: 

• What is the financial need for these conservation programs in order for them to create change?  
o Ron clarified that the $2 million proviso will support a separate program, while the discussion on funding statewide efforts for 

conservation easements is still ongoing.  

• How does this program fit with the Recreation and Conservation Office’s (RCO) Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program? Will this be 
separate from the programs within the RCO? 

o Ron commented that both efforts would be coordinated closely, including involvement from RCO and the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Coalition. These coordinating efforts will target the scope of the program to determine alignment with existing 
conservation programs.  

•  How do the riparian efforts fit in with the agriculture conservation easements and technical support? 
o Ron shared that there are different ways of targeting riparian restoration and in the context of this recommendation, the SCC would 

focus on riparian corridor BMP’s. This recommendation specifically focuses on the broader farm landscape and supports the 
acquisition of conservation easements to provide resources to farmers for the development value of the land. 
 

Ensure public schools have adequate funding and flexibility to purchase needed food products, and to purchase from local farms.  

 

Leanne Eko, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), shared that there will be an expansion of community eligibility provisions in 

Washington State for the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program. The state legislature gave their support for requiring schools with a high level 

of low-income students to participate in the program and are filling any gaps in funding. Thus far, schools have expressed a high level of interest in the 

program.  

 

Claire Lane, Anti-Hunger & Nutrition Coalition, further commented that $18 million in pass through money was designated to support school nutrition 

programs. An additional $3.6 million in federal pass-through money was dedicated to farm to school programs, as well as over $58 million in state 
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funding given to the We Feed Washington program, which distributes food through food banks and community-based organizations. The program 

both supports farmers through increasing local food purchasing and provides capacity to local food banks.  

 

Following Claire and Leanne’s updates, members expressed their gratitude for the legislature’s support of the We Feed Washington program.  

 

Explore the use of state resources to maximize participation and access to nutrition assistance programs.  

 

Babs Roberts, Washington State Department of Social Health Services, shared that $500,000 was designated to allow access to a basic food 

employment and training program for immigrants receiving food assistance. DSHS also expanded transitional food assistance for families exiting the 

program due to increased earnings. This program allows for a smooth transition, avoiding benefit cliffs for participants leaving public assistance. DSHS 

also received funding to continue COVID response programs, such as Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Food Assistance Program 

(FAP).  

 

Claire commented on how recommendations in the past have often been technology focused. As a result of this and the recent session, DSHS received 

almost $20 million to create an integrated eligibility system that goes beyond what Washington Connection currently does. OSPI further received 

funding to develop a statewide multi-lingual portal for families to use as an online school meals application, while the senior farmers market program 

and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program were further updated from coupons to electronic benefits.  

 

Senator Warnick shared the critical nature of avoiding the “benefits cliff.” Commenting on supporting a smooth transition, Warnick elevated the 

transitional food assistance bill, which passed unanimously. In addition, SB 5505, which addressed property tax exemptions for non-profit organizations 

that support farmer’s markets, passed with full support.  

 

Office of Nutrition Services representative, Karen Mullen, provided updates on funding received for a transition to an electronic WIC program for 

farmer’s markets. As of 2023, farmer’s market program participants will have benefits that they receive for both farmer’s market seasons and ongoing 

benefits, in addition to significantly expanded budgets for fruit and vegetable spending.  Office of Nutrition Services has further partnered with Health 

Care Authority (HCA) and DSHS on expanding data sharing within the WIC program.  

 

Following the overview provided, members posed the following questions: 

• Will the fruits and vegetables budget increase be tracked over time to determine correlation with health and dental improvements? 
o Karen responded that due to nascent nature of the program, there is not enough data to indicate health benefits. One of the 

challenges is that the program has yet to receive an extension and the amount of funding varies from year to year However, data 
collection through the national WIC association is being collected.  

• When considering budget recommendations, how will we know how much funding is enough? 
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o As a component of the Child Nutrition Authorization Act, robust data for the level of fruits and vegetables needed was shared, in 
addition to recommendations for WIC food package guidelines. 

• Has there been an uptick of farmer’s market usage in participants that have an EBT card? 
o In 2021, $1.6 million dollars flowed through farmer’s markets from participants using both pandemic EBT and SNAP cards. In 

addition to the $1.6 million, there was $1.45 million redeemed at participating farmer’s markets, more than double 2020 
redemption rates. 

 

Support conservation programs and resources that provide direct financial assistance to farmers to implement best management practices that 

address impacts of climate change and also provide employment opportunities and economic development.  

 

Paige DeChambeau, Engagement and Outreach Manager with SCC commented that the SCC is currently developing a Sustainable Farms and Fields 

letter of support.  

 

Chad Kruger (Washington State University) provided a written update sharing that the legislature funded the WSU soil health initiative budget, which 

enables the establishment of research and extension programming to support the necessary knowledge generation for the implementation of soil 

building practices that support on-farm environmental objectives. Representative Dye expanded that Cook Farm at WSU has been working on soil 

health and acidification in the seed zone.  

 

Members additionally raised that through the budget process, WSDA received $250,000 focused on pollinator health to conduct a citizen science 

project to understand bee species distribution across the state. An additional $5.5 million was dedicated to invasive species research, specifically 

targeting the spongy moth and Japanese beetle. To address invasive species, members elevated the state legislature’s commitment of $500,000 for 

research on the replacement of organophosphates and developing alternative solutions for pest control.   

 

Develop a strategy and set of policies to ensure water availability for Western Washington agriculture.  

 

Ron Shultz elevated the issue of stock water and current conversations coordinated by SCC and the Department of Ecology with agriculture and 

legislatures to address water availability as drought conditions persist across the state.  

 

Members highlighted the various climate models indicating that although precipitation will not rise drastically, minimum temperatures are due to 

increase, impacting snowpack at lower elevations. Without low elevation snowpack, the state loses its ability to store water, creating challenges for 

agriculture irrigation. Through projects like the Columbia River Basin project, which congress has authorized to be 1.1 million acres, the state would 

be able to both store additional water and expand acreage. Washington State was further approved for a PL-566 watershed plan, that will lead the 

state to developing replacement lands, expanding land for agriculture.  
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Senator Warnick commented that although the drought bill did not pass in legislature, funding was provided to the Department of Ecology. Warnick 

expanded that there is a join legislative drought committee meeting taking place on May 31, 2022.  

 

ACTION TEAMS 

 

State Brand and Marketing:  Plan a convening (or series) about creating a state brand/marketing program 

 

The intent of the state brand and marketing action team is to:  

• Convene stakeholders to understand the current lay of the land and the perspectives of those currently engaged in these efforts. 

• Gather perspectives about what’s happened in the past -- what worked and what didn’t.  

• Share information they have gathered with the Forum and a broader stakeholder audience.  
 

In 2019 the Forum put forth two consensus recommendations related to this action item: 1. Increase purchases of Washington farm products with 

procurement policies and better visibility and promotion of Washington products in the marketplace.  

2. Create a Washington state brand program that makes local products – and specific producers /farms – more visible and easier to code and track 

through existing supply chains. In order to aid in the advancement of these recommendations, this group’s objective is to plan a series of convenings, 

the state brand/marketing team will invite stakeholders to gather information to better understand both the past and current landscape. Learning 

from local regional brands, other states, and past efforts will help to inform targeted marketing efforts going forward. Please see link for April 7th 

session slides indicating actions and context coming out of small groups. 

 

Following the update provided by the action team, members raised the following questions and discussion points: 

• There is a need to recognize duplicative efforts to avoid recreating existing brands. Eat Local First, a current program promoting local food 
purchasing in Western Washington, has an established online presence. Going forward, we should respect what is currently available and 
what could be amplified. 

o How will a Washington state brand interact with a brand like Eat Local First and create synergies that can augment the amount of 
Washington grown products being purchased by consumers? 

• Washington Grown currently operates a television show whose goal is to tell the agricultural story to the public as only 1% of the population 
is producing food for the country. There is an opportunity to expand this effort and coordinate it with locally branded programs. How do we 
connect all the other marketing efforts and use the Food Policy Forum to do so? 

• The now defunct, From the Heart of Washington aimed to identify and label locally grown foods within grocery stores and to help identify 
and label foods for insitutional purchasers. There are lessons that can be learned from these efforts about how to get into grocery stores.  

 

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5faf8a950cdaa224e61edad9/627d8ba9e5a5273e6553125f_April%207%202022%20Forum%20Deck.pdf.
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Farm Bill 2023 Coordination: Coordinate on the 2023 Farm Bill by hosting a series of convenings 

 

The intent of the Farm Bill coordination action team is to:  

• Create a coordinated, collaborative voice on the Farm Bill – One Voice.  

• Have the Forum seen as a key stakeholder on this topic.   
 

The Forum can be a key venue to understand the Farm Bill and its impact on Washingtonians. Given the breadth of the Farm Bill, the action team 

recommended educating a wide array of people. It also recommended developing a crosswalk between Farm Bill programs and Forum 

recommendations. Members expressed interest in contributing to populating the crosswalk and thinking about the Farm Bill in a One Washington 

way.  

 

Following the update provided by the action team, members raised the following questions and discussion points: 

• Would the June 2nd Forum meeting be a platform for hosting the first discussion? How and to what extend does the Farm Bill impact the 
priorities stated in the Forum recommendations? 

• How does the Farm Bill impact different priorities: crops vs. conservation vs. food security?  

• The scope of the Farm Bill is broad. How do you take the expansive document and understand how the pieces are connected? How do we 
balance national priorities with state priorities? 

 

Informing Land Use Policy: Convene a series of presentations on land use changes over time resulting in farmland and agricultural 

infrastructure loss  

 

The intent of the Farm Bill coordination action team includes:  

• Build the capacity of the Forum to understand and discuss land use changes over time.  

• Inform the Forum’s understanding of the roles it can play on the topic, such as articulating recommendations regarding preventing farmland 
and loss.  

• Communicate to stakeholders what seems to be occurring in terms of changes to agricultural land use.  
 

The action team’s objective is to convene a series of meetings to both understand land use changes and the drivers of land use change over time with 

focus on agricultural land. This will allow the Forum to identify solutions to farmland loss. As a part of these convenings, the action team will explore 

the importance of agricultural land and how it relates to the food system and broader community. These convenings will further cover the importance 

of secure and reliable water and drivers of land use change, such as landowner economic needs and city annexation practices. Potential outcomes 
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could include a consensus statement on the value of agricultural land, on solutions for agricultural land loss, and/or on the value of data in 

understanding agricultural land use changes. 

 

Members elevated that it is important to not only preserve existing agricultural land, but also increase acreage under cultivation in Washington State. 

Connecting these pieces and viewing this through the lens of climate change would make upcoming convenings even more impactful. In addition, 

energy sprawl should be considered as well as the impact resulting from the disruption of large multi-national energy companies offering to take 

agricultural land out of the market.   

 

The facilitation team will engage with members to continue small work group efforts for these topics. If you have questions regarding these next steps, 

contact Petra Vallila-Buchman.  

 

USE FOOD WELL WASHINGTON  

 
Jade Monroe, representing the Department of Ecology, provided an overview of the Use Food Well Washington (UFWW) Plan, which seeks to reduce 

food waste generated by 50% by 2030 and reduce at least half of edible food waste by 2030. The UFWW plan includes over 30 recommendations 

developed by state agencies, working groups, experts, and stakeholders and addresses a range of topics including federal/state policy, funding, 

infrastructure development, and public education. Included state policy recommendations is a goal to connect the UFWW plan to the Food Policy 

Forum. For further information on the Food Well Washington plan, please visit: Use Food Well Washington Plan - Washington State Department of 

Ecology.  

 

NEXT STEPS AND ADJOURN 

 

Petra Vallila-Buchman, Ross Strategic facilitator closed the meeting and thanked participants for their time. The next Food Policy Forum will meet on 

June 2, 2022. Teams will meet the week of April 25th to continue with their activities. 

 

mailto:Petra%20Vallila-Buchman%20%3cpvallila@rossstrategic.com%3e
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Organic-materials/Food-waste-prevention/Use-Food-Well-Washington-Plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Organic-materials/Food-waste-prevention/Use-Food-Well-Washington-Plan

