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The Washington State Conservation Commission contemplates awarding a sole source contract to Ross Strategic to 

provide support in activities for the state’s Food Policy Forum (Forum). The Forum is tasked by statute to develop 

recommendations for the Governor and legislature on a variety of aspects of the food system.  We have contracted 

with Ross Strategic since 2017 in the activities for the Forum.  

Ross Strategic has demonstrated the necessary skills to bring diverse interests together.  In addition, the parties to 

the Forum have come to trust Ross staff and the unique skills they bring to meeting facilitation.  Forum members 

frequently express their trust in Ross Strategic facilitation and credit it as a factor in their continued participation in the 

Forum. Changing contractors would set back the work necessary and potentially disrupt our ability to meet a statutory 

deadline of October 2021 for the completion of the work plan.  

The contract will be issued on or after August 20, 2021, for a two (2) year initial term. The cost of this two (2) year 

contract is $200,000.  Washington State Conservation Commission may opt to extend the contract for an additional 

three (3) times in one (1) Year increments if required. Washington State Conservation Commission determines that 

each optional additional one-year extension would result in equal (and/or slightly higher) consideration being added 

to the total contract value.   

Capability Statements should address the following state requirements.   

 Skilled facilitation in bringing a 40-member group with diverse interests from across the state to consensus 

on policy recommendations on the state’s food system. 

 Skilled facilitation in critical and sensitive issues relevant to food policy. 

 The Contractor’s adaptability and responsiveness when new requirements arise. 

 The Contractor has the knowledge and proven ability to meet the October 2021 statutory deadline.   

 Knowledge and understanding of the state’s food system. 

Interested firms will be considered only if they respond with clear and convincing documentation that they are 

capable of meeting the requirements stated herein, and that the competition would be advantageous to the State, 

would not be cost prohibitive, and would not hinder the mission objective of the WSCC.   

Offerors contemplating the above requirements are required to submit capability statements detailing their ability to 

meet the state’s requirements within five (5) working days of this announcement.  

In the absence of other qualified sources, it is the state’s intent to make a sole source award of the contract. 

 

To submit capability statements, request a copy of the proposed contract or for questions, contact: 

Contact Name:  Karla Heinitz – WSCC Contract Manager 
Email:  kheinitz@scc.wa.gov  
 


