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FOOD POLICY FORUM 
MEETING NOTES  
 
May 13, 2021: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Webinar 
 
Food Policy Forum Meeting Attendees 
 
Members 

First Last Affiliation 
Aaron Czyzewski Food Lifeline 
Addie Candib American Farmland Trust 
Ali Jensen Whatcom County Health Department  

(Alternate for Chris Elder) 
Amy Ellings Washington State Department of Health 
Andy Billig Washington State Legislature 
Brian Estes LINC Foods 
Chad Kruger Washington State University - CSANR 
Chris Voigt Washington State Potato Commission 
Christina Wong Northwest Harvest 
Claire Lane Washington State Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition 
Derek Sandison Washington State Department of Agriculture 
Diane Dempster Clark County Food System Council 
Kate Delavan Washington State Conservation Commission  
Laura  Raymond Washington State Department of Agriculture  
Leanne Eko Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Mary Embleton King Conservation District 

Melissa Spear Tilth Alliance 
Mia Gregerson Washington State Legislature 

Richard Conlin Puget Sound Regional Council 

Ron Shultz Washington State Conservation Commission 

Tim Crosby Cascadia Foodshed Financing Project 
Trish Twomey Washington Food Coalition 

 
Non-Members 

First Last Affiliation  
Alicia  McClendon Washington State Conservation Commission 
Cristina Rodriguez Labor & Industries 
Katie Rains Washington State Department of Agriculture  
Olivia  Ferries PCC Community Markets 
Sharon Shewmake Washington State Legislature   
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Facilitation and meeting support provided by Ross Strategic. 

 

SESSION RECAP  
 
Overview 
Ron Shultz, SCC, shared overview of outcomes from Session related to equity and funding for Forum. 

• SCC received $340,000 for Food Policy Forum work in the next biennium.  
• Ron thanked Representative Gregerson, Senator Billig, and Representative Shewmake for their support 

of food system and food policy this Legislative Session.  
• The Forum is directed per the current proviso to submit a workplan in June. Currently, the workplan is 

with the SCC and WSDA directors and will then be sent to the Governor’s Office.  
• The June 10 Forum meeting will have a more in-depth overview of Legislative Session.  

 
 

Director Sandison, WSDA, shared highlights from Session:  
• Thanked members of the Forum that took time to support food security efforts in the Legislature.  
• Director Sandison thanked Representative Gregerson, Senator Billig, and Representative Shewmake for 

their strong support during session.  
• This Session has provided additional funding for regional markets for farm to school; additional 

resources for food assistance, including funding for farm to pantry; and additional funding to expand 
meat processing work.  

• Going forward, there is a need to expand reach into communities not served by traditional food 
assistance networks. There is a need to provide security for Washington farmers, including BIPOC 
farmers.  

• The Federal food box program going away in May. There may be gaps in system in June. Hope to have 
backup in place to make sure there are no gaps.  
 

Discussion 
• Thanks to our Legislative champions for supporting the Forum and moving us forward with 

implementation and funding of so many of the Forum's recommendations! 
 
 
USDA EXECUTIVE ORDER 
 
Overview  
Laura Raymond, WSDA, provided an overview of an opportunity for the Forum to submit a response to a USDA 
Executive Order.  

• The USDA is seeking comments on food system supply chains (link) and many components that the 
USDA seeks comments on are relevant to the Forum’s consensus reports.  

• In particular, the request for comment seeks input on: 
o Bolstering local and regional food systems, 
o Developing new market opportunities (including for value-added agriculture and products), 
o Creating fairer and more competitive markets,  
o Meeting the needs of the agricultural workforce, 
o Supporting and promoting consumers’ nutrition security, particularly for low-income 

populations, 
o Addressing the needs of socially disadvantaged and small to mid-sized producers, and 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/04/21/usda-seeks-comments-food-system-supply-chains-response-president
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o Advancing efforts in other ways to transform the food system. 
• The co-leads proposed that the Forum can submit a cover letter that directs USDA to the two Forum 

reports in response to USDA’s request for comments.  
 
Discussion 

• Forum members agreed the Forum should submit a cover letter that ties the Forum’s two consensus 
reports to the types of topics USDA is seeking comments on. It was agreed that the letter would not 
cover information that is new to the Forum.  

• It was noted that cross walking the Forum’s recommendations to the topics USDA is seeking comment 
on would be helpful. Addie Candib volunteered to help draft a cover letter with the Forum co-leads.  

• The Forum will receive a draft cover letter to review for critical errors or missing information.  
 
 
 
FINALIZE THE FORUM’S EQUITY FILTER  
 
Equity Work to Date 
The Forum has engaged in the following activities related to equity and developing an equity filter:  

• August 2020: Committed to integrating equity into the Forum’s work in the August 2020 Early 
Implementation Action Report 

• August 2020: Forum’s Equity Subcommittee first convened 
• December 2020: Equity 101 with presentations with SBOH and OFM 
• January 2021: Equity filter drafted based on: Government Alliance on Race and Equity Toolkit (The Racial 

Equity Tool), Northwest Harvest’s equity filter, WA State Board of Health HIR guiding questions 
• March 2021: Equity Subcommittee tested the filter  
• April 2021: The Forum’s 4 Challenge Teams tested the filter  

 
Recap of the Process to Test the Equity Filter by Challenge Teams 

• To test the filter members asked themselves these 6 questions for one action item from the report: 

1. What is the proposal under consideration?  

2. What are the desired results and outcomes?  

3. Who is likely to benefit, who is likely to be burdened, and who might be left out by this 
proposal? Consider racial, ethnic, or economic disparity. To get started, consider the list of 
populations on slide 9 in this State Board of Health presentation.  

4. What outcomes are achieved by this proposal that reduce inequities based on racial, ethnic, or 
economic disparity and/or reduce inequities of groups likely to be burdened by the proposal?  

5. What perspectives and data does the Forum need to engage with to ensure the proposal design 
and implementation would advance equity?  

6. What unintended consequences may result from this change that could affect equity? 

• The exercise was not about editing the action; the intent was to identify edits to the filter and to learn 
what happens when we apply a filter like this. 

• Only one Challenge Team had proposed edits to the filter.  
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A table in Appendix A provides an overview of the outcomes from the Challenge Teams testing the draft equity 
filter (please note: answers in the table represent highlights, not comprehensive).  

Reflections on Testing the Equity Filter 
Forum member reflections:  

• Concern that it may be easy to ‘read in’ or assume equity where a proposal doesn’t do much to explicitly 
integrate equity into what is being proposed.  

• Concern that the equity filter will simply "check the box" for DEI work and won't become ingrained into 
the ongoing work. 

• Concern that folks will leave the process feeling like the proposals are not worth investing in. Worry that 
pursuit of a perfectly equitable process from inception will become a barrier to beginning. 

• Glad that everyone seemed so open to the conversation.  
• Thought it was a thoughtful discussion on potential impacts that may not have been considered before.  

 
Facilitator reflections:  

• Robust and productive discussions.  
• It's not one and done, it’s about systems change.  
• Getting specific about the ‘who’ is important. Teams noted data gaps in understanding who specifically is 

likely to be left out. 
• It’s in implementation that the details on the who, what, and how of recommendations gets nailed down. 
• Working with an existing action was useful.  

 
Suggested Edits to Filter 

1. Add 7th question to reflect learning from the filter and guide implementation of the proposal. For example, 
“What are items that should be communicated to the implementing group based on what was learned 
through this exercise?” 

2. Revise question 4 
• Original question: What outcomes are achieved by this proposal that reduce inequities based on 

racial, ethnic, or economic disparity and/or reduce inequities of groups likely to be burdened by the 
proposal?  

• Suggested revision: What outcomes are achieved by this proposal that reduce inequities based on 
racial, ethnic, or economic disparity and/or reduce impacts to the groups likely to be burdened by the 
proposal?  

 
Discussion on suggested edits to filter:  

• The Forum approved adding a 7th question worded as: “What are items that should be communicated to 
the implementing group based on what was learned through this exercise?” 

• The Forum discussed how question 4 language should best be revised. The Forum determined that the 
equity subcommittee would be convened to help refine the language. The following is draft language for 
a revised question 4 based on where the conversation landed during the May Forum meeting.  

• “What outcomes are achieved by this proposal that reduce inequities based on racial, ethnic, or 
economic disparity and/or reduce impacts on other types of groups likely to be burdened by the 
proposal?” 

 
The Forum will use the equity filter as the Forum moves forward with developing new ideas and supporting 
implementation of its recommendations. 
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Equity Reflections 
Forum members were asked to respond to the following questions in a virtual whiteboard exercise: What 
concerns you about most about the Forum applying an equity filter? What questions are you left with about the 
Forum’s commitment and work on equity? Key themes are summarized below.  

• Concerns:  
• Applying the equity filter without data or input from communities impacted by 

recommendations.  
• That Forum members will feel that using equity as a criteria/value in the Forum’s work will make 

the Forum less productive.  
• That Forum members won’t feel comfortable participating in the Forum with this new practice.  
• That Forum members will not have enough equity training, resources, and support to apply the 

filter.  
• That the Forum will not have the energy and time to implement the equity filter.  

• Remaining Questions:  
• What is the timeline to apply the equity filter to the existing Forum work?  
• How can the Forum as group be more diverse?  
• What are other skills and vocabulary that Forum members need to use the filter successfully?  
• How will the Forum measure success on its commitment to equity?  
• How does the equity filter translate to equitable implementation?  
• How will the Forum review the conclusions of the equity filter?  

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 
 
Overview  
Kate Delavan, SCC, introduced the idea of a Forum membership survey to gather input on the diversity of 
perspectives the Forum represents.  

• Next step: It was proposed that the Equity Subcommittee could help develop the survey questions, 
along with Forum members who have interest in survey design.  
 

Discussion  
• The Forum has a large group of organizations that serve diverse audiences; the survey should take that 

into account.  
• The outcome of the survey would be for the Forum to better understand what voices are at the table 

and have a greater familiarity with what groups each Forum member is representing. The survey could 
help inform how the Director’s approach adding members to the Forum; to-date, membership has been 
viewed from primarily a sector lens.  
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OUR WORK AHEAD 
 
Overview  
Forum members were asked to respond to the following questions in a virtual whiteboard exercise:  

1. In your opinion, what are the 2-3 most important activities the Forum should take on in the next 2 years 
to meet its goals and why? 

2. Where would you like to see the Forum in 5 years and why? 
 
Key Themes 
Important activities for the Forum to take on the next 2 years:  

• Increase diversity of the Forum and elevating BIPOC voices and those impacted by the 
recommendations proposed.  

• Equity analysis (e.g., apply equity lens across recommendations, revise goals to include equity, etc.) 
• Coordinate with local organizations, food councils, and advocates to promote cohesion across 

communities and elevate local leadership.  
• Better understanding of the full scope and interconnectedness of the food system.  
• Capitalize on current investments to make infrastructure investments that make lasting progress on 

goals.  
• Convene, catalyze, and advance items that increase resiliency of food system.  
• More in-depth work on how our food system impacts climate change.  
• Serve as a forum for Legislative ideas to be presented.  
• Return to 2019 report and act on unfinished requests.  

 
Where the Forum should be in 5 years: 

• A strong resource for Legislative members on food production, nutrition, public health related to food, 
food safety, and food security 

• Forum is seen as a valuable venue to engage on food system issues and is recognized as a leader in the 
work to create a sustainable, healthy, resilient, and equitable food system.  

• A place where the stickiest and most challenging of food systems issues can be discussed and addressed 
in consensus. The Forum is a go-to advisor for food related policies.  

• A more diverse membership.  Listening tours or ways to provide a stipend for folks to participate that 
cannot without additional resources. Increase racial diversity in membership, inclusion of people with 
first person experience of hunger. 

• Continued growth in the depth of our relationships, cross collaboration, and policy work rooted in our 
consensus agreements.  

• Forum interacting with the network of similar food policy entities nationally.  
• Forum receives stable funding. 
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Appendix A  
 

The table below provides an overview of the outcomes from the Challenge Teams testing the draft equity filter (please note: answers in the table 
represent highlights, not comprehensive).  
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