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FOOD POLICY FORUM 
MEETING NOTES  
 
October 1, 2020: 2:00pm-3:30pm 
Webinar 
 
Next Forum Meeting: October 29, 2020 
 
Food Policy Forum Meeting Attendees 

First Last Affiliation 

Aaron Czyzewski Food Lifeline 

Addie Candib American Farmland Trust 

Amy Ellings WA State Department of Health 

Amy  Moreno Sills Farmer 

Babette Roberts WA State Department of Social and Health Services 

Brian Estes LINC Foods 

Chad Kruger Washington State University - CSANR 

Chris Voigt WA State Potato Commission 

Chris Elder Whatcom County Public Works 

Christina Wong Northwest Harvest 

Claire Lane WA State Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition 

Colleen Donovan WA State Farmers Market Association 

Derek Sandison WA Dept. of Agriculture 

Diane Dempster Clark County Food System Council 

Jon DeVaney WA Tree Fruit Association 

Kate  Delavan WSCC  

Laura Lewis, Ph.D WSU - Food Systems Program 

Laura Raymond WSDA 

Linda Neunzig Snohomish County 

Mary Dye Representative 

Melissa Spear Tilth Alliance 
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First Last Affiliation 

Mia Gregerson Representative 

Nancy Warner Initiative for Rural Innovation and Stewardship 

Trish Twomey WA Food Coalition 

Tim Crosby Cascadia Foodshed Financing Project 

 
Facilitation and meeting support provided by Rob Willis and Mary Byrne, Ross Strategic 
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FORUM PROCESS TOWARDS PIVOTING TO IMPLEMENTATION AND EQUITY  
 
Kate Delavan, State Conservation Commission, and Laura Raymond, Washington State Department of 
Agriculture, provided the following overview of the Forum’s shift from recommendation development to 
supporting implementation actions that are in the Forum’s Early Implementation Action Report. The Forum is 
also beginning the process to integrate equity into the way the Forum works in support of our consensus 
actions.  

• The Forum is building as we go to be responsive to our proviso, to requests from Governor’s Office, and 
to changes in food system landscape due to COVID. This is an iterative process. 

• The Forum is pivoting to working in action-oriented way; before we were operating within an 
evaluation, assessment, and recommendation framework.  

• Our process to support early COVID-19 actions is our first demonstration of the Forum’s ability to pivot 
to implementation. This process will help surface questions regarding how we work together.  

• The 101 discussion on equity in the food system in Washington will relate to the topics contained in the 
Forum’s Early Action Implementation Report. 

• The purpose of the equity 101 discussion is to begin to build a shared understanding of equity and 
potential equity lenses. The Forum co-leads are in the process of finding a knowledgeable and 
experienced equity facilitator who can provide some context and background during the equity 101 
meeting.  

 
Discussion:  

• Forum members are interested in the process to move forward recommendations in the June 2019 
report. The Early Action report is COVID-19 focused, and the Forum was asked to focus this set of 
implementation support ideas from the Early Action report. If Forum members see opportunities for 
concrete actions the Forum can take from June 2019 report, the co-leads are interested in making space 
to help move those implementation ideas forward.  

• Forum members expressed appreciation that the Forum is moving thoughtfully and deliberately in how 
we move forward with incorporating equity into our Forum process.  It was reiterated that the Forum 
should make data-based decisions on how to integrate equity.  

o As the Forum move forward with integrating equity, Forum members can provide input and 
direction on how an equity lens/framework should impact the Forums current set of 
recommendations and ideas (e.g., Should current recommendations be revised? Are new 
recommendations needed? Etc.).  

 
 
CHALLENGE TEAMS PRESENT STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT 
IDEAS FOR FORUM APPROVAL  
 
Overview 
Forum members presented on the suite of draft implementation support ideas in development. Forum members 
are working in Challenge Teams to develop implementation support ideas. The Forum’s Challenge Teams are:  

1. Challenge #1: COVID-19 threatens both the near and long-term economic viability of individual 
agriculture and food enterprises; these businesses need appropriate relief and relevant services to 
continue to remain economically viable and operational as they pivot to serve new market and 
operating demands during the pandemic and beyond.  
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2. Challenge #2: COVID-19 public health responses resulted in transformational shifts in the food system 
requiring systems-level supports and investment to maintain the functional capacity and flexibility of our 
food system to meet immediate needs and build resiliency for an uncertain future. 

3. Challenge #3: COVID-19 has increased the need for nutrition services and assistance due to massive 
unemployment and economic insecurity for Washingtonians.  

4. Challenge #4: COVID-19 underscores the need to foster resilience in the face of a changing climate to 
ensure long-term food security. 

 
The table below outlines draft early action support ideas that Challenge Teams will continue to refine. Some of 
these ideas may be ready to be voted on during the October 29 Forum meeting.  

Forum Next Step towards Action Implementation (Draft) 

Early Actions identified in August 
consensus report aligned with the 
Forum next step toward action 
implementation  

Draft and submit statement on the Food Security Team (e.g., positive 
outcomes; effective practices; future opportunities; ideas for improvement, 
etc.).  

3.1.D  

Submit several letters to encourage support of conservation programs, 
resources, and research that assists farmers in implementing BMPs that 
address impacts of climate change and prepares the state for near-term and 
long-term effects of climate change.   

4.1.A & 4.1.B 

Recommend the Forum convene a sub-group of Forum members interested in 
WA water supply and demand issues to engage with SMEs and stakeholders. 
The sub-group could help plan a 101 to better understand current water 
issues and need for comprehensive strategic planning. Forum water sub-group 
can engage with water experts on current activities happening and gaps. 
Forum can encourage the state to “fill in the gaps.” 

4.1.B 

The Forum can support organizations, such as WSDA and WSU, that compile 
and share relevant and timely public health and safety information and 
provide direct technical assistance. The Forum could encourage increased 
funding allocation for organizations to effectively and quickly communicate 
with farm and food businesses on public health and safety information and 
available technical assistance.  

1.1.A 

The Forum can provide support to organizations that provide business 
development, access to capital (e.g., financing), and tech support (e.g., access 
to FSA funding, conservation funding, etc.) to farm and food businesses, 
especially small- and mid-scale operations. 

1.1.B, 1.1.C, 1.1.D, 1.1.E, 1.1.G 

The Forum can encourage the state to fund a gap analysis and audit of COVID-
19 relief funding to farm and food businesses (e.g., where did the funding go, 
what was effective, etc.).   

1.1.B, 1.1.C, 1.1.D, 1.1.E, 1.1.G 
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Forum Next Step towards Action Implementation (Draft) 

Early Actions identified in August 
consensus report aligned with the 
Forum next step toward action 
implementation  

The Forum can support programs and policies to reduce market access 
barriers for farms and food businesses that are pivoting to different market 
channels. The Forum can encourage increased technical assistance and access 
to capital for farms and food businesses that are pivoting to new market 
channels.  

1.1.G, 1.3.B 

The Forum could endorse the recommendation that farmers markets be 
established as permanent markets in municipal codes.  

2.1.D 

The Forum can provide support (e.g., letter) for a Legislative ask to fund a 
competitive grant program for land-linking programs. A sub-group of land 
linking programs has been working on this idea and will continue to refine the 
opportunity for the Forum to support.  

2.4.B 

Forum drafts and sends letter in support of the Housing Commission activating 
the ‘FarmPAI’ program in coordination with SCC to the Board of the WA State 
Housing and Finance Commission and to the State Conservation Commission.  

2.4C 

 
 
 
OVERVIEW OF WSDA AND SCC BUDGET REQUEST  
 
Kate Delavan, State Conservation Commission, and Laura Raymond, Washington State Department of 
Agriculture provided an overview of their respective agency’s budget request. These budget requests have 
directly been informed by the Forum’s recommendations and reports. Some key budget requests that are 
relevant to the Forum include:  
 
Washington State Conservation Commission’s budget requests for:  

• Food Policy Forum 

• Conservation Technical Assistance 

 

Washington State Department of Agriculture budget requests for: 

• Emergency Food Assistance Program 

• Farm to Food Pantry 

• Local Purchasing Pilots and Targeting Gaps 

• Food Security and Equitable Access to Fresh Foods  

• Supply Chain Stabilization and Local Food System Infrastructure 

• Local Farm Viability and Food Supply Chain Resiliency 
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• Healthy Soil, Water, Land, and Carbon Solutions  

 
Discussion:  
Forum members shared they were impressed by how well the WSDA and WSCC budget requests reflect the 
current need and how they are grounded in the Forum’s work. Forum members suggested the Forum should 
submit a letter in support of WSDA and SCC budget requests connected to the Forum’s recommendations.  
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