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Voluntary Stewardship Program 

Joint Technical Panel & Statewide Advisory Committee Meeting 

Friday, January 10, 2020 

10:00 am – 11:30 pm 

 

Facilitator – Bill Eller, VSP Coordinator, WSCC 

 

Attendees in Lacey:  Mary Huff, John Stuhlmiller, Brian Cochrane, Alicia 

McClendon, Rick Mraz, Ron Shultz, Wes McCart, Don Dashiell, Bill Eller 

 

Webinar:  Marguerite Abplanalp, Amanda Barg, Chelsea Benner, Lauren Driscoll, 

Elizabeth Jackson, Bradley Johnson, Craig Macku, Brandon Roozen, Graham 

Simon, Megan Stewart, Charissa Waters, Ron Wesen, Barbara Adkins, Robert 

Guercio, Scott Kuhta, David Marcell, Leslie Michel 

 

10:00 am: Opening Comments, Introductions, Objective & Agenda  

 

10:05 am:  VSP Program update – Bill Eller, WSCC 

 

 VSP Natural Resource Scientist 2 position 

Bill Eller explains that Levi Keesecker has been hired as the new Natural 

Resource Scientist 2 (NRS2). He starts on January 16th.  He explains that the 

NRS2 position was created to assist the VSP with a technical review of 

required reports, development of technical resources to assist counties, and 

conduct spatial analyses of critical area functions.  The position anticipates a 

short-term need to review the first round of reports due for submission within 

the coming year, development of technical resources for monitoring a variety 

of ecological indicators (soils, wildlife, wetlands, groundwater, streams), 

provide in-person assistance for county staff developing or analyzing 

monitoring data, and generate geographically broad analyses for critical area 

functions that span more than one county. 

 

The NRS2 will be tasked to work with County, Conservation District, or VSP 

Technical Service Provider staff to improve monitoring effectiveness if current 

methods aren't providing clear enough indications that voluntary conservation 

is protective of critical areas. 

 

Levi will be based out of Spokane.  
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Brian Cochrane explains that Levi will also be working on a quality assurance 

project plan manual similar to Ecology’s related to CREP and project 

monitoring. 

 

 VSP agricultural activities discussion  

Bill Eller explained that agency staff (Commission, COM, and ECY) will meet 

next week to discuss the ongoing issue of agricultural activities in the VSP 

statute.  Will not be a quorum of the VSP Tech Panel, so not open to the 

public / no notice needed.  The discussion is related to Policy Advisory #04-

19 regarding the definition of agricultural activities and how county planners 

are applying that definition to agriculture in VSP counties.  Bill Eller explains 

that he has not received any examples for discussion from counties as 

discussed at the last meeting.     

 

Wes McCart asks if the Commission has heard of any rumors about a lack of funding 

for VSP. 

 

Bill Eller says he has not, but wonders if that rumor is related to the work being done 

on the budget proviso gap analysis report that was recently released 

 

Rick Mraz announces that the Department of Ecology has hired a new VSP 

coordinator as a .5 FTE – Chelsea Benner.  She will be housed at the CRO.  

 

Bill Eller suggests that Rick forward to him an announcement that could be put in the 

monthly VSP newsletter.  

 

10:15 am: Policy Advisory 05-18 & 5 year reports and continued review of 

Chelan and Thurston county five year reports   

 

Bill Eller summarizes the past discussions we’ve had on this topic over the last few 

months, and explains that at the last meeting Commission staff committed to 

reviewing both reports, using them as real examples and analyze those for what is in 

them – the things we might want to include in the 5 year reports, those things that 

might not be necessary, and that things that are missing.   

 

During this process, Commission staff met internally and discussed the five year 

report content and process.  The discussion involved the quality and quantity of 

information needed in order for the Commission’s executive director to concur in the 

https://scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/VSP-SAC-Policy-Advisory-04-19-CAOs-and-Counties.final_.pdf
https://scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/VSP-SAC-Policy-Advisory-04-19-CAOs-and-Counties.final_.pdf
https://scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SCC-WSDA-SFF-final-report.pdf
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work groups assertion of whether or not their efforts are meeting the goals and 

objectives of their work plan.   

 

Bill Eller presents the latest version of the 5 year report template / guidance 

document, which includes suggested edits for readability by John Stuhlmiller.  Bill 

Eller says that internal discussions at the Commission have resulted in the desire to 

create an electronic template that work groups or their representatives would fill out 

online and submit as their 5 year reports, rather than relying on the work groups to 

craft their own version of a report.  There might even be opportunities for work groups 

to submit data, reports, information or materials as part of links to that form / 

template.  He explains that the discussion has been centered on an example from a 

work plan that includes four separate WRIA’s.  One option would be to submit a 

separate form for each WRIA, for each goal, for each benchmark under that goal.  

Another option would be to combine a submittal for all four WRIA’s onto just one 

form.   

 

[A discussion of the draft 5 year report guidance document ensues and edits 

made to the draft]   

 

Technical Panel and Statewide Advisory Committee members discuss definitions for 

“goal” and “benchmark” on the template.   

 

Rick Mraz says he has some thoughts on goals and benchmarks to include in the 

review of the form and will provide those by email. 

 

Bill Eller explains that the VSP statute only uses the terms “goal” and “benchmark.”  It 

does not refer to outcomes as some VSP work plans do.   

 

[General discussion continues about how best to design the form to capture the 

necessary data the executive director of the Commission needs to make her decision 

on whether or not to concur with the determination of the work group.] 

 

Comments includes making sure the work groups show their work, explain how the 

goal has been met, explaining any trends or indicators.  Providing for situations 

where all the on-the-ground work has been done in just one watershed out of four, for 

example.  If that is the case, then that needs to be explained in the context of how 

doing all the work in one watershed still meets the goals and benchmarks for all four 

watersheds.   

 

https://scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Draft.VSP-5-year-review-guidance.Dec-2019.pdf


 
 
 

 

 4 

 

 

Technical Panel and Statewide Advisory Committee members agreed that having 

examples, simple and complex, of how goals and benchmarks would be dealt with / 

reported on the form would be helpful.   

 

Bill Eller says that likely he will move the instructions and background information to a 

separate document so as to keep the template form smaller.  He says he has enough 

input from the Technical Panel and Statewide Advisory Committee to revise the 

template and put in in an online form.  

 

Ron Shultz brings up Statewide Advisory Committee membership and explains that 

he has contacted by email The Nature Conservancy and Futurewise for possible 

membership on the Statewide Advisory Committee, but has not received any 

responses.  He will follow-up with them.   

 

Bill Eller reiterates that if anyone has any leads for participants (County, 

Environmentalists, or Agricultural community or Tribal), to forward names and contact 

information to him for recruitment.    

 

11:30 am: Set next joint meeting - Wednesday, February 19 at 1 pm  

 

The next joint SAC/TP meeting will be Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at 1 pm at the 

Farm Bureau Office. 

 

11:35 am: Adjourned  

 

 


