
 

Voluntary Stewardship Program 
Joint Technical Panel & Statewide Advisory Committee Meeting 

Friday, September 25, 2020 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Facilitator – Bill Eller, VSP Coordinator, WSCC 

 

Joint VSP Technical Panel & SAC Meeting 

Session Objective: Receive VSP update, discussion of Five Year Report Guide, presentation on the VSP 5- 

year report database, discuss five year report review meetings, and continue discussion of the definition of 

agricultural activities and its application to local land use decisions in Policy Advisory #04-19. 

 

Opening Comments, Introductions, Session Objective & Agenda 

Attendees: Levi Keesecker, Lori Gonzalez, Bradley Johnson, Brandon Roozen, Brian Cochrane, Kara 
Symonds, Kelly McLain, Mary Huff, Renee Hadley, Ron Shultz, Commissioner Ron Wesen, John 
Stuhlmiller, Leslie Michel, Bill Eller 
 
 
VSP Program update – Bill Eller, Ron Shultz, WSCC 

 Legislature / budget 

 

Legislative—Bill Eller and Ron did a presentation to the House Rural and Ag Committee during a work session on 
VSP. They walked through the origin, debate and discussion that led up to VSP, the make-up of the workgroups, 
the work plan, the value of working with ag landowners, VSP budget and closed with sharing the available 
resources. The meeting was held via Zoom platform (web/teleconference)—there were no questions or comments 
from the committee. 

 

Legislative Session—as of now, the House and Senate will be conducting session remotely. First day will be held 
in person and then they go back to their respective districts. Members will do remote voting. Senate maybe more 
in town than the House, everything is subject to change.  

 

Forecast cancel met, the last revenue forecast was done in June. Budget shortfall 4.5 billion next FY. Revenue 
forecast earlier this week cut them in half. Things can always change-those are the current projections. 

 

OFM is thinking the VSP budget as a carry forward item- good news to hear.  

 

 UW Growth Policy Framework 

Ron Shultz provided update on the UW group: 

 

This group is taking a look at growth management and will convene a very large group of stakeholders to take a 
look at the current process. There is also a state caucus that meets before and after these large stakeholder 
meetings. Can be very time consuming. As of now, these meetings will be going until the end of the calendar 
year. 

 

An interest of the group- regional approaches as opposed to county to county. Ron provided a couple of 
examples.  

 

These meetings are available on the TVW website—Bill to research.  

 

Commissioner Ron Wesen thanked staff for being at the table.  
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https://scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/VSP-SAC-Policy-Advisory-04-19-CAOs-and-Counties.final_.pdf


Five Year Report Guide updates – Bill Eller, WSCC 

 

Bill pulled up the County Work Plan Five-Year Reporting Guidance. Have been working all of 2020 and many    
iterations later. Started from a potential WAC to the guidance, then led into the reporting template. An instructions 
guide will accompany the template to help users understand how to enter data and submit their report. 

 

The template is used to gather information the SCC director needs to make her decision.  

 

Bill walked through the changes highlighted in the document.  The Statewide Advisory Committee and Technical 
Panel discussed the Regulatory backstop and proof of protection in the five-year report.   

 

John re page 5—question on first couple of words on the page – added “any and all” and added- “for example.” 

 

Website update 

Bill showed the group where to locate the VSP information on the SCC website. On the top right corner of the 
SCC website, there is a VSP Administrators page. Bill highlighted the changes made and pointed to links with 
specific resource pages. On this page, admins can find meeting information as well as monthly bulletin items. At 
the bottom of this page, information on the Statewide Advisory Committee and the Technical Panel can also we 
found.  

 

Old meeting information is not listed on the new website but information is still available upon request.  

 

Ron Wesen—from a public records point of view, we should have that information listed somewhere on the site 
as people frequent that information and could be a substantial workload on staff if not already provided. 

 

Also add Policy Advisories—not listed, should be listed.  

 

Suggestions by Stuhlmiller on having resources information less clicks to get to.  

  

 Proposed schedule for five year report review and evaluation 

 

Bill showed the committee the excel spreadsheet of the submittal timeline from start to finish. Beginning in 
January and ending in July. Also included, timing of how much time each item may take to complete.  

 

First set up of reports are due November 2020. – Next meeting is not until January- this allows enough time to 
begin process and get going. It will go quickly every month. The Technical Panel will be busy and will have some 
experience as they did the review of reports two years ago.  

 

Reality is… we can’t do them all at once, but will do in a manner that consists of reasonable chunks.  

 

Currently we have all Friday meetings—Bill opened up for comment.  

 

The Statewide Advisory Committee and Technical Panel had a long discussion on the 5 year report review and 
evaluation timeline.  One issue was with the one meeting to be held on day 60 at which the Technical Panel 
would be able to talk amongst themselves for the first time about each report, and also at which the Statewide 
Advisory Committee would be able to make recommendations.  The idea was to have both items discussed at 
the same meeting.  The preference that was agreed on was to have two separate meetings, first with the 
Technical Panel so they could have their discussion, and the Statewide Advisory Committee could sit in on that 
meeting.  Then, after that meeting, the Statewide Advisory Committee would hold a meeting at which the 
Technical Panel members could sit in on and make their recommendation to the executive director of the 
Commission.  Both agreed to having same day. 

 

Review of the RCW and discussion.  

 

Brian- part of the design in is for the counties to tell the reviewers and allow flexibility to include all those goals, 
bench marks and critical areas. The template allows you to organize. 

 

Mary concerned with the timeline and the 7 days for the TP to review and comment—tight timeline with holidays 
and furlough.  

https://www.scc.wa.gov/vsp/overview


 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of VSP five-year report database / template – Brian Cochrane, WSCC 

Brian presented the access database that will be used to create a template to collect the necessary 
data needed. With the template, we were able to tamp down the information not received the first 
time around. This will help reduce questions from the Technical Panel team during their review. 
Commission will be using Box to receive the template, fill in and upload. Password secured for each 
county.  
 
Question —will Thurston and Chelan have to come back and enter in there data?  
Bill answered—that will need to be a future discussion. 

 
Continued discussion of applying the VSP definition of agricultural activities – all 

Bill brought this topic back from last meeting—there were presentations from Counties and the 
group had a discussion. Before the group left that meeting, everyone was still digesting the 
information presented to discuss at a later point.  
 
We modified the decision tree, which is intended for folks at the early planning stage to work 
through.  
 
Policy Advisory 04-09 -- Discussed the additional bullets and cleaned up language on the Policy.  
 
-- Out of time to continue discussion. 

 

Set next joint meeting –  

Thursday, October 29 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

 

 

Notes recorded by Lori Gonzalez. 
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