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Advent is the period before Christmas that the church has remembered and 

identified with those waiting for the birth of Jesus. We practice expectant 

waiting because we know God meets us in times of waiting. We also look 

forward to Christ’s return when he will fully establish his kingdom and make 

all things right again.

We've asked people from our staff, leadership team, and church body to share 

their voices and perspectives with us as we wait together. Let the Holy Spirit's 

voice encourage and challenge you through the prayers, Scriptures, and reflec-

tions. Share what God is doing in your heart and life this Advent season with 

family, friends and our church community. And if a reflection speaks to you in 

a particularly powerful way, reach out and tell the person who wrote it.

May God bless and transform you in your expectant waiting

Expectant Waiting
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How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring 
good news , who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation , who say to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!”

I S A I A H  5 2 : 7

Good news can come in many forms.

Getting a college acceptance letter, finding a $20 
bill, the birth of a baby, hearing a loved one is safe 
and doing well, a pothole is finally being filled, 
school is canceled because of snow, someone’s 
bringing their famous cookies to the Christmas 
party, this year’s Black Friday will be better than 
ever - all these are pieces of good news we might 
hear this year.

Isaiah reminds us that all of those pale in com-
parison to the Good News, the best news: that 
God is redeeming His people. The good news 
that Jesus has redeemed us and invites us into a 
new way of living in relationship with God, oth-
ers, and the world is why we celebrate Christ-
mas.

Spend some time asking God to show you how 
this news is good news for you this Advent sea-
son.

Day
One
C A M E R O N  L U C A S

Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

Read Isaiah 52:7-9 N O V E M B E R 27
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Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

“I will send my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your 
way - a voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 
the Lord, make straight paths for 
him.’”

M A R K  1 : 2 - 3

John the Baptist was a man on mission. He un-
derstood what was important and focused on 
that one thing; preparing for the coming of Je-
sus.

This passage focuses on preparing for Jesus to 
start his public ministry. During Advent we pre-
pare for his birth but the Christmas season can 
come with lots of “to dos” and things to prepare 
for. It’s easy to get caught up in the gifts, par-
ties, food, houseguests, and everything else that 
comes with celebrating the holiday. With all of 
the distractions, it can be easy for our attention 
to shift from the most important thing.

Today, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus and the joy 
he has for you. Reflect throughout the day and 
notice if your focus has shifted to all the other 
“things”. Acknowledge God’s presence, and re-
orient your gaze back to the one who saves.

Day
Two
A N N A  M E I S T E R

Read Mark 1:1-8 N O V E M B E R 28
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Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

See, the Sovereign LORD comes 
with power, and he rules with a 
mighty arm. See, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense 
accompanies him.

I S A I A H  4 0 : 1 0

In weightlifting we use the term “Core to Ex-
tremity.” It’s this concept that strength comes 
from the center of our body. The stronger your 
core is the more weight you can lift. You may be 
bigger and taller than the next person, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean that you are more pow-
erful.

I think this illustrates a more accurate view of 
power than we are accustomed to. Isaiah talks 
about how the promised Messiah will come 
with power saturated in love. Like a shepherd 
to his sheep He will tend to them with care. He 
will provide for them and pay particular atten-
tion to those who are most vulnerable. He will 
gather them in his arms and carry them close to 
his heart.

Earthly power comes through empire, but God’s 
power comes with a love that transforms and re-
stores us from the inside out.

What is your concept of power? Spend some 
time repenting of your desire for earthly pow-
er and embrace the God who wields his power 
with love.

Day
Three
J O S I E  M C C A R T H Y

Read Isaiah 40:9-11 N O V E M B E R 29



7

Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

He will sit as a refiner and pu-
rifier of silver; he will purify the 
Levites and refine them like gold 
and silver.

M A L A C H I  3 : 3

The analogy of God being a refiner’s fire has long 
fascinated me. Years ago, I worked at a high-end 
jeweler and learned how silver is purified.

When silver is refined, it must be in the center 
of the flame where it is hottest in order for the 
impurities to burn away. The silversmith must 
not walk away at any point, keeping a watchful 
eye at every moment so that it is not destroyed.  
He knows the silver is ready to be taken out of 
the fire when he can see his image in it.

This is our God, the silversmith of our lives. He 
doesn’t leave us to ourselves, but remains in the 
fire with us; purifying our hearts until He sees 
His image more clearly.

What area of your life is God trying to refine 
for your good and His glory? Write it down in a 
place you will see throughout the day. Ask God 
each time you see it to reveal His love in fresh 
ways, so that your heart becomes transformed 
and reflects Jesus’ heart more clearly in your life.

Day
Four
A L Y C I A  B E T Z

Read Malachi 3:1-6 N O V E M B E R 30
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But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. You will con-
ceive and give birth to a son, and 
you are to call him Jesus.

L U K E  1 : 3 0 - 3 1

Mary doesn't yet say anything. Gabriel is an-
nouncing the future to this young woman and 
his words will change her life forever. 

She has been chosen by God for immense re-
sponsibility - a miracle - she will bear the proph-
esied ruler of Israel. 

The New Living Translation says that she was 
‘confused and disturbed’ by the initial statement. 
We can only imagine what was going through 
her head. She doesn’t understand exactly what 
will happen, but in the presence of Gabriel she 
listens - confused, troubled, thoughtful, and 
ready to take on what God has asked her to.

Spend time thinking about what Mary experi-
enced.  Think about her life, the time and place, 
the angel’s presence and words.  What stirs in 
you as you consider God’s announcement of the 
coming Messiah?

Day
Five
K Y L E E N  W A L T H E R

Read Luke 1:28-33 D E C E M B E R 1

Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.
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“My soul glorifies the Lord and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-
ior, for he has been mindful of the 
humble state of his servant.

L U K E  1 : 4 6 - 4 8

“Mary’s Song” stops me in my tracks. Mary, 
pregnant with Jesus, traveled to visit Elizabeth, 
also pregnant in her old age with John the Bap-
tist. When Mary arrived, John jumped for joy 
inside his mother’s womb!

Mary responds with an outburst of praise to Fa-
ther God. Really??? She’s a young teenager fac-
ing ridicule and persecution for being pregnant 
before marriage and she CHOOSES to rejoice 
in God despite her circumstances. She never 
questions God or his goodness.

Why? Because Mary knew that God was in con-
trol. She trusted God’s past faithfulness to Israel 
even though she didn’t know what the future 
held for her or her son. She KNEW her Heav-
enly Father!

No matter what difficult season you may find 
yourself in this Christmas, will you respond 
with an attitude of praise and worship like 
Mary? Reflect on God’s past faithfulness and 
trust that He has a good plan for you.

Day
Six
M A R G O  F I E S L E R

Read Luke 1:46-55 D E C E M B E R 2

Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.
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To us a son is given, and the gov-
ernment will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.

I S A I A H  9 : 6

“For to us a child is born” reminds me of the 
coming Messiah’s humanity. “For to us a son is 
given” reminds me of His deity. What kind of 
Messiah would this be?

God the Father came up with a perfect solution 
for the situation of this sinful world. He wanted 
to redeem it because He loved the people of His 
creation.

We are rescued! And our response - gratitude! 
How can we express our gratitude to this won-
derful, loving Savior? By sharing the Good 
News with those we come into contact with on 
a daily basis. It’s simple: 1) make a friend, 2) get 
to know them and what is going on in their life 
- what their needs and hurts might be, and 3) 
share the love and hope you have found in Jesus.

By doing this, the passionate commitment (zeal) 
of the Lord Almighty, through His Holy Spirit, 
will accomplish wonders.

Day
Seven
D AV I D  P R I T C H A R D

Read Isaiah 9:6-7 D E C E M B E R 3

Opening Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, almighty and 
everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new 
day:  Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your 
purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.
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The LORD your God will raise 
up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your fellow 
Israelites. You must listen to him.

D E U T E R O N O M Y  1 8 : 1 5

There are a seemingly infinite number of opin-
ions and pieces of advice in our world. With so-
cial media everyone has a platform from which 
to share their thoughts and opinions. Try and 
Google anything about health.

Some people will say you must fast for long pe-
riods of time to be healthy, or you must count 
calories, or it’s all about avoiding processed food, 
or that exercise is the key component to health.

The same breadth of “helpful advice” exists for 
EVERYTHING in our world.

But there’s only one voice we MUST listen to 
(v15). Jesus is this long awaited prophet that 
speaks with the voice of God. And while we 
have his recorded words to read in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John - he’s still speaking today. 

Will you choose to listen? Will you receive his 
words to you with the weight they deserve? Or 
will you let them be just one more opinion in a 
sea of “helpful advice”?

Day
Eight
C A M E R O N  L U C A S

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Deuteronomy 18:15-19 D E C E M B E R 4
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See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am mak-
ing a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.

I S A I A H  4 3 : 1 9

Advent is a season of waiting. We await the 
birth of a savior as the farmer waits for the land 
to yield its crop. But we aren’t very fond of wait-
ing, especially during the Advent season. Black 
Friday sales started in October this year?! We 
can’t even wait for Thanksgiving to start our 
Christmas shopping anymore.

But this passage shows that those who wait on 
the Lord are blessed. Patience, even in suffering, 
as the prophets show us. And how we wait mat-
ters. We wait not with passive apathy, grumbling 
to each other to pass the time. No, we wait with 
patient resolve, opening ourselves up to God to 
do a work in us as we wait. To cultivate a trust in 
his goodness as we learn to sit still.

Pause to reflect on something in your life that 
you are waiting on in this season – an answer, 
a decision, an outcome – and ask God to teach 
you to wait well in this Advent season.

Day
Nine
K A T I E  I G N A T O W S K I

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Isaiah 43:15-21 D E C E M B E R 5
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The people walking in dark-
ness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned.

I S A I A H  9 : 2

There is heartbreak and brokenness in our 
world, experienced in unique ways by each indi-
vidual, people group, and nation. These people 
had been living in “distress”, under the hand of 
an oppressive regime.  Some today, face the ef-
fects of war and continuous power struggles but 
to most of us, this likely feels far-off and unre-
latable.

But, we all struggle and Jesus knows the intimate 
details of it all. Some days we carry a burden, 
and other days we place a burden on the shoul-
ders of someone else.  Verse 4 says, “…you have 
shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppres-
sor.” God does not shy away - does not shrink 
back from our pain. He draws near.

Have you felt distressed, been carrying a bur-
den?  Or, has God placed a burden on your heart 
- whether on behalf of an individual or nation? 
Use this time to offer lament to God and pray 
for his light and joy to come.

Day
Ten
P A T T I E  B U R N S

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Isaiah 9:1-4 D E C E M B E R 6
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You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of 
God, you will receive what he 
has promised. For, “In just a 
little while, he who is coming will 
come and will not delay.”

H E B R E W S  1 0 : 3 6 - 3 7

Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation 
of Jesus’ birth. These verses were addressed to 
the Hebrew believers, encouraging them as they 
were waiting for Jesus to return - the second Ad-
vent. 

Could it be that they were beginning to grow 
weary of waiting? They’d already experienced 
public insult, persecution, imprisonment and 
confiscation of property. Were they beginning 
to lose heart? The writer of Hebrews reminds 
them that they need to persevere because they 
belong “to those who have faith and are saved.”

As you find yourself in this season of Advent, 
where is your heart at? Are you going through 
times of difficulty? Are you growing weary and 
beginning to “shrink back”? 

If so, ask God to remind you to  persevere  be-
cause you belong to “those who have faith” in 
Jesus. May you find hope today and rejoice that 
you belong to God.

Day
Eleven
D E B  P R I T C H A R D

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Hebrews 10:36-39 D E C E M B E R 7
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But after he had considered this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit."

M A T T H E W  1 : 2 0

Joseph has a decision to make. Mary is preg-
nant and it isn't his. Mary signed up to carry 
this child but Joseph hadn’t yet. Joseph is afraid. 
Staying together could mean shame and ridicule 
from everyone else. Their marriage isn't final yet 
so Joseph wants to take the easy way out and 
leave her quietly. Joseph is confronted by an an-
gel and now has to decide if he is going to do 
things his way or God’s way. 

God’s way isn't easy. God continually asks peo-
ple to do things that go against culture, tradi-
tion, and sometimes common sense. God uses 
ordinary people who leave their comfort zone. 
We like being safe and knowing what to expect 
out of life. But that keeps us trapped in a bubble 
and limits our understanding of God and our-
selves. But God prepares us for more than we 
could expect; we just have to say yes.

What is something you don’t want to do that 
God may be prompting you to do?

Day
Twelve
K Y L E E N  W A L T H E R

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Matthew 1:18-25 D E C E M B E R 8
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And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and be-
tween your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel.”

G E N E S I S  3 : 1 5

"Dang it, Adam and Eve", is what I think when 
I read this passage.  Then I realize I might have 
done the same thing. If it wasn't Adam and Eve, 
it would've been me who would've failed.

God doesn't end the story there. He makes a 
way by showing us who we are in Christ; sons 
and daughters of The Most High King. Verse 
15 gives perspective as to where we stand, which 
is over the enemy! Praise God for giving us the 
power, through Jesus, to crush the head of the 
enemy who is always working against us. God 
gives us the ability to discern where the enemy is 
hiding and lying, and his power to stand against 
the enemy and all of his schemes.

Today, pay attention to what lies you are listen-
ing to. Ask God to show you the truth. Rec-
ognize the lie and cover it with God's amazing 
promises for your life.

Day
Thirteen
L I Z  T E T T I N G

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read Genesis 3:8-15 D E C E M B E R 9
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So then, dear friends, since you 
are looking forward to this, make 
every effort to be found spotless, 
blameless and at peace with him.

2  P E T E R  3 : 1 4

I often wonder what it was like for the Israelites. 
All the years they spent waiting for the Messiah, 
doing what they thought they were supposed 
to do while they waited and wondered. When 
would the Messiah come? What would he be 
like? How would they recognize him? What 
would it be like to live in his kingdom? 

Now it’s our turn. We too live as a waiting peo-
ple - waiting for Jesus to come again. But, we 
don’t just passively wait for Him to come and 
make a ‘new heaven and new earth.’ We get to 
join Him in Kingdom participation now.

“…what kind of people ought you to be?”

Today, sit with Jesus, and wonder with Him, 
what your life ought to be as you live as a ‘wait-
ing’ person - a Kingdom bringer right now.

Day
Fourteen
P A T T I E  B U R N S

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, I put myself 
before you in this moment 
with a waiting heart, and an 
expectant desire.  Open my eyes 
that I may see your promise 
fulfilled; open my ears that I 
may hear your word whispered 
to my deepest being. Amen.

Closing Prayer

My Lord, may all that I have 
seen of you and all that I have 
heard from your word now 
enflesh itself in me. Send me 
from this place as the incarnate 
promise of life to all whose life I 
will touch this day. Amen.

Read 2 Peter 3:8-15 D E C E M B E R 10
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You said, “I have made a cove-
nant with my chosen one, I have 
sworn to David my servant, I 
will establish your line forev-
er and make your throne firm 
through all generations.’ ”

P S A L M  8 9 : 3 - 4

I don’t know about you, but, sometimes I feel 
really small. When you think of the billions of 
people who exist now, and the billions who came 
before us, it’s easy to feel insignificant.

We live on the other side of the arrival of the 
Messiah and have the luxury of looking back and 
seeing God’s plan of salvation unfold for all of 
us. For so long, God’s people didn’t. Scriptures 
like this were beacons of hope and encourage-
ment for a people who were still waiting. God’s 
promises gave them significance and belonging 
as his people. It can do the same for us.

We don’t just merely exist without purpose. We 
have all been invited into the family of God, 
grafted into his plan. He gives us purpose, sig-
nificance, and belonging in Jesus.

Today, spend some time reflecting on the signif-
icance we have in being part of God’s kingdom. 

How might your view of yourself and others 
shift in light of this truth?

Day
Fifteen
J O S I A H  S H I R E K

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read Psalm 89:1-4 D E C E M B E R 11
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Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.

I S A I A H  7 : 1 4

In this passage Ahaz, king of Judah, receives 
word that an attack is planned against him and 
is fearful. But God promises his protection over 
the kingdom of Judah, and through the proph-
et Isaiah tells Ahaz to ask God for a sign. But 
when Ahaz refuses the Lord offers his own sign 
– "the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 
and will call him Immanuel."

Matthew 1:22-23 fulfills the words of the 
prophet Isaiah – revealing the birth of a savior 
called Immanuel, meaning God with us. Literal-
ly God in our midst. Our savior isn’t a distant 
deity up in the sky; rather, he comes to us in hu-
man form and gives us his Spirit to walk with 
us. He is with us when we sleep and when we 
rise, when we succeed and when we fail, when 
we celebrate and when we grieve.

Take a moment to bask in the glorious truth 
that because of Christ we have a Savior who is 
literally God with us.

Day
Sixteen
K A T I E  I G N A T O W S K I

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read Isaiah 7:10-16 D E C E M B E R 12
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Then the word of the LORD 
came to him: “This man will not 
be your heir, but a son who is 
your own flesh and blood will be 
your heir.”

G E N E S I S  1 5 : 4

Group projects were not my thing when I was in 
school. I felt stuck - either do all the work my-
self to avoid a poor grade or trust my unreliable 
partners.

This is Abram’s dilemma. Can he trust God to 
come through? God has promised him an heir, 
but Abram is way beyond the age of childbear-
ing.

But God declares himself to be a faithful cov-
enant partner. God promises to give Abram a 
biological son. Abram responds by believing 
God’s promise and trusting in God’s character.

God didn’t just prove to be a faithful covenant 
partner to Abram by giving him a son. God has 
proved to be a faithful covenant partner to all of 
us by giving us His only son, Jesus. And through 
Jesus, God gives to us what we couldn’t produce 
on our own — namely, a right-relationship with 
God.

Will you believe God’s work in Jesus is for you? 
And, where in your life is God inviting you to 
trust His promises and His character?

Day
Seventeen
M A C  M C C A R T H Y

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read Genesis 15:1-6 D E C E M B E R 13
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And do this, understanding the 
present time: The hour has al-
ready come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed.

R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 1

Imagine yourself as a child waking up in your 
bed on a cold winter morning. Slowly the real-
ization swells up inside you - IT’S CHRIST-
MAS MORNING! You spring out of bed and 
step over to the window to peer out at the pale 
pinks and blues of early morning. You feel a 
glow of anticipation welling up inside as you go 
to your closet and put on your soft, warm robe 
and tuck your cold feet into your slippers. Gen-
tly, you open your door and step quietly into the 
hallway to sneak downstairs to behold the beau-
ty of Christmas morning.

Christmas is meant to help us remember the 
first Advent when Jesus came to earth.

Let us greet this new day with an even greater 
joy and anticipation than Christmas morning 
( Jesus’ first Advent). He will one day return (the 
second Advent), unless we first return to Him, 
and we are closer to that time now than when 
we first believed. 

Let that glow of anticipation fill your heart as 
you get dressed for your day, or as you slip on 
your coat. Put on the armor of light and clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ as you go 
into your day!

Day
Eighteen
D E B  P R I T C H A R D

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read Romans 13:11-14 D E C E M B E R 14
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For you know that it was not 
with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were re-
deemed from the empty way 
of life handed down to you 
from your ancestors, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect.

1  P E T E R  1 : 1 8 - 1 9

Try and remember some of the best gifts you re-
ceived as a kid. As much joy as they brought you 
at the time, how many of them do you still have 
today? My guess is none. No matter how much 
meaning the gift had at the time, everything has 
an expiration date. 

Advent invites us to reflect on Jesus and the 
hope that he brings. We like to think we trust 
Jesus to bring fulfillment, but Christmas can 
expose where our hope actually exists. Many 
of us don’t have imagination for what a mean-
ingful Christmas would look like outside of the 
commercialized version our culture frantically 
pursues.

If Jesus is truly the only non-perishable thing, 
what would it look like for us to invest our re-
sources this Christmas in something that can’t 
deteriorate? Look for any opportunities that 
God brings to mind.

Day
Nineteen
J O S I A H  S H I R E K

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read 1 Peter 1:18-21 D E C E M B E R 15
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And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.

J O H N  1 : 1 4

Jesus, the embodiment of everything God wants 
us to know, was wrapped in flesh and delivered 
to us in a manger. But that’s not where Jesus’ sto-
ry starts. John’s Gospel skips the Christmas sto-
ry in favor of a creation account with Christ at 
the center. Jesus has always existed as God and 
with God.  He was intimately involved in the 
creation of literally everything.  

When you look outside, or at the people near 
you, Jesus’ fingerprints are all over them. He is 
the creator and the super glue that holds us, 
and all things, together.  Jesus isn’t simply the 
cosmic-cleaner upper of our sin messes. He was 
working on your behalf long before he showed 
up in Bethlehem. 

Pause throughout the day to take in everything 
and everyone around you and practice gratitude 
toward Jesus, creator of all things.

Day
Twenty
J O D Y  B E E N

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read John 1:1-5, 14 D E C E M B E R 16
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The Lord your God is with you, 
the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in 
you; in his love he will no longer 
rebuke you, but will rejoice over 
you with singing.”

Z E P H A N I A H  3 : 1 7

Before my daughter was born, I wrote a lulla-
by that I’d sing to her each night. I often teared 
up as I thought about how deeply I loved her, 
delighted in her, and would do anything in my 
power to protect her. This how our Heavenly 
Father feels about every one of His children.

In Zephaniah, we get a glimpse of God’s fierce 
love for humanity. He is described as “the Mighty 
Warrior who saves,” yet, we also see Him depict-
ed as a gracious and tender Father who protects, 
delights in, and sings over us.

In the person of Jesus, God’s mighty power and 
tender affection intersects. This perfect love and 
protection is what we can take delight in, know-
ing we are secure in God’s love through Jesus.

Find time today – even just a few minutes – to 
meditate on God’s affection for you, His protec-
tion, His delight. Imagine it.

Day
Twenty-One
A L Y C I A  B E T Z

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, you stretched out 
your arms of love upon the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace, so clothe 
us in your Spirit that we, reach-
ing forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know 
you to the knowledge and love 
of you; for the honor of your 
name. Amen.

Read Zephaniah 3:14-20 D E C E M B E R 17
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It is he who will build the tem-
ple of the LORD, and he will 
be clothed with majesty and will 
sit and rule on his throne. And 
he will be a priest on his throne. 
And there will be harmony be-
tween the two.’

Z E C H A R I A H  6 : 1 3

I’m not very aware of the happenings of the 
world. I don’t get national news updates, pay 
much attention to politics, or read the local pa-
per. Yet I know there’s a huge amount of injus-
tice in our world. I can’t escape the fact that our 
world is broken in so many horrific and depress-
ing ways.

Jesus came and ushered in the Kingdom of God. 
And while it’s undeniably here, it’s also only a 
seed of what it will one day be.

We still wait for the day that God’s Kingdom 
will completely replace the kingdoms of earth. 
When Jesus will “be a priest on his throne” and 
the earth will look exactly the way God wants 
it to.

How is the brokenness of the world causing 
your heart to break this Advent season? Ask 
God how you might be able to participate in His 
restorative work while you wait for the King-
dom to come in its fullness.

Day
Twenty-Two
C A M E R O N  L U C A S

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Zechariah 6:12-13 D E C E M B E R 18
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As you know, we count as bless-
ed those who have persevered. 
You have heard of Job’s perse-
verance and have seen what the 
Lord finally brought about. The 
Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy.

J A M E S  5 : 1 1

God speaks to the Israelites in this passage about 
his provision for them. Time and time again he 
makes a way for them when it seems that there 
is no way. It’s a story of looking back and look-
ing forward: remembering his faithfulness in the 
past and also trusting in his promise to provide 
a way that is yet to come – the Way. Jesus.

When the world looked at Jesus it saw disap-
pointment. The Israelites wanted a warrior king, 
not a poor carpenter. They couldn’t believe that 
this man could be the Messiah. But God’s ways 
are not our ways. He uses the lowly to shame the 
wise, the weak things to shame the strong.

Take a moment to reflect on a time that God has 
provided for you in the past. Ask him to help 
you remember this example of his faithfulness 
when you worry about the future - trusting in 
His ways, not ours.

Day
Twenty-Three
K A T I E  I G N A T O W S K I

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read James 5:7-11 D E C E M B E R 19
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He will judge between the na-
tions and will settle disputes for 
many peoples. They will beat 
their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they 
train for war anymore.

I S A I A H  2 : 4

With my 4 year old daughter everything is a race 
(brushing teeth, going upstairs, etc). Unless she’s 
losing…then we’re NOT actually racing and we 
were *never* actually racing and STOP SAY-
ING IT’S A RACE and then crying.

People love winning. 

Whether it’s a football game, a promotion at 
work, or the Great British Baking Show, we are 
drawn to competitions where we can root for 
ourselves or favorite team/person to defeat the 
competition and emerge victorious.

Isaiah reveals that the victory of Jesus we are so 
eagerly waiting for isn’t just about emerging vic-
torious after battle, but reshaping the very tools 
we use to take life (swords) into tools used to 
give life (plows).

Look for ways TODAY, with the people you in-
teract with and the situations you find yourself 
in, that you can be part of this reshaping work 
God wants to do in the world.

Day
Twenty-Four
C A M E R O N  L U C A S

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Isaiah 2:1-5 D E C E M B E R 20
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And I will appoint him to be my 
firstborn, the most exalted of the 
kings of the earth. I will maintain 
my love to him forever, and my 
covenant with him will never fail. 
I will establish his line forever, 
his throne as long as the heavens 
endure.

P S A L M  8 9 : 2 7 - 2 9

Have you ever wrestled with God? 

In Genesis 32 Jacob spends a night wrestling 
with God and afterwards God gives Jacob a new 
name: Israel. The name Israel literally means 
‘wrestles with God’.

Our passage today is an example of this wres-
tling. It zooms in on God’s faithfulness to His 
covenant with David. But when you zoom out, 
the rest of the Psalm is characterized with a 
deep wrestling as to why God’s chosen one has 
become the rejected one.

The incongruence that is being wrestled out in 
Psalm 89 is ultimately resolved on the cross. Je-
sus - the chosen one - becomes the rejected one 
- that we might become chosen by God. In Jesus, 
God reveals his faithfulness to all generations.

Where do you need to wrestle it out with God 
in your life? In what ways might God want to 
remind you of His faithfulness?

Day
Twenty-Five
M A C  M C C A R T H Y

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Psalm 89:19-29 D E C E M B E R 21
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Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made 
low; the rough ground shall be-
come level, the rugged places 
a plain. And the glory of the 
LORD will be revealed, and all 
people will see it together.

I S A I A H  4 0 : 4 - 5

This passage is one of comfort for God’s people 
– prophesying Jesus coming to save the world! It 
speaks of John the Baptist - “prepare the way of 
Lord!” God promises to reveal himself, his glory, 
in a way that no one could imagine.

God is telling his people to prepare for the com-
ing of the Glory of God. How? We look at our 
own hurting heart and trust in God’s comfort. 
We address our sin by asking God to search our 
heart. We turn to him and repent. We prepare 
our hearts so that we can prepare to celebrate 
the greatest gift ever - Jesus!

Take some time today to truly examine your 
heart. Open your full self to God as you unpack 
some of the junk that our human hearts hold. 
Repent of the things that you need to, and rest 
in God’s comfort and forgiveness. Thank God 
for his comfort, forgiveness, and unending love!

Day
Twenty-Six
B I L L  T E T T I N G

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Isaiah 40:1-5 D E C E M B E R 22
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The wolf will live with the 
lamb, the leopard will lie down 
with the goat, the calf and the 
lion and the yearling togeth-
er; and a little child will lead 
them.

I S A I A H  1 1 : 6

The first time I went to the Madison zoo with 
my kids I heard the lion roar from the parking 
lot and thought it was so loud and ferocious 
it must be a fake sound clip to add ambience. 
When we got near the lion’s cage I realized that 
terrifying sound was coming from a real animal 
with giant teeth and claws!

The picture of a ferocious, wild lion lying down 
and snuggling with a baby cow is absurd. It does 
not compute with the world we live in now. In 
fact the only way it does work is if the lion no 
longer needs to hunt to eat. It’s stomach, trans-
formed so that it can now eat straw like an ox.

In the same way the Kingdom Jesus brings is 
absurd and doesn’t work without a fundamental 
transformation of the world around us.

What transformation is God wanting to do in 
your life to prepare you for the absurd world of 
the Kingdom?

Day
Twenty-Seven
C A M E R O N  L U C A S

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Isaiah 11:1-10 D E C E M B E R 23
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The shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been 
told.

L U K E  2 : 2 0

Pinned above my desk is a picture of Linus 
(from the Charlie Brown cartoon) with his se-
curity blanket draped over his head, and Luke 
chapter 2, written next to him. As a kid I appre-
ciated Linus. As an adult I aspire to be a little 
more like him. But, just like the Shepherds of 
the New Testament, little Linus was constantly 
scorned. His best friend was a blockhead. He 
was insecure, often bullied, and certainly no self 
proclaimed ‘5 cent psychiatrist’. He was just the 
kind neighbor, a humble little brother, a good 
friend, and a ‘sweet babboo’. 

Father God, help us remember who was first to 
tell us that good news, and why you chose them. 

Help us to remember what it means to be like a 
child, your child. Help us stay grounded in your 
love.  

Father, thank you for the Good News tonight.

Day
Twenty-Eight
J O H N  P I A S E C K I

Opening Prayer

O God, who wonderfully 
created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant 
that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. For it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.

Read Luke 2:1-20 D E C E M B E R 24





Lord, come — into our world!

Lord, come — into our lives!

Lord, come — and purify our longings!

Lord, come — to free us from our compulsions and sins!

Lord, come — into our relationships!

Lord, come — into our work!

Lord, come — into our sufferings!

Lord, come — into the darkness of our troubled world.

 

Amen and Amen.



For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

ISAIAH 9:6
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