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Hello Wisconsin DECA!

I am absolutely thrilled to be serving as your Vice President of 
Community Service this year. I am amazed every year by the incredible 
impact Wisconsin DECA members have on communities across our 
state, and I know that this year our impact will be no different. While 
many things will be so different, community service is extremely 
important. 

Helping our local communities is one of our foremost priorities. With 
so many dedicated chapters and countless ways to get involved. 
It’s no secret that Wisconsin DECA members are passionate about 
community service. Our efforts translate into communities and lives 
changing all across Wisconsin and beyond. This year, I am confident 
that we can keep that momentum going and continue to make a 
positive impact. In order to do this, we need you to be involved!

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

Wondering how to get involved? Wisconsin DECA is confident in your 
ability to create positive change this year, even while it may be virtual, 
and we want to provide you with even more tools to be successful. 
This Community Service Guide is an amazing resource for you to find 
descriptions of statewide service initiatives, details on how to earn 
ribbons for your hard work, and ideas and tips for holding events of 
your own. 

The purpose of this guide is to help you incorporating the DECA 
Guiding Principle of Community Service into your DECA Chapter 
as well as highlight all of the Wisconsin DECA Initiatives you can 
participate in and get recognized for. Before we go into the Wisconsin 
DECA Community Service Initiatives, below is clarification between 
the NATIONAL DECA and Wisconsin DECA Community Service 
Campaigns.

Sincerely, 

Sam Fischer
Sam Fischer
Wisconsin DECA Vice President of Community Service
widecacommunityservice@gmail.com
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CLASSROOM CONNECTION
• Participate in community outreach activities
• Conduct public relations activities
• Utilize project management skills to start, run and end projects
• Demonstrate 21st Century Skills such as creativity, critical thinking, communication and

collaboration
• 

DECA, INC. RECOGNITION & SUBMISSION PROCESS
DECA, INC. recognizes chapter achievement for community service at ICDC. For more information 
on the DECA, INC. Community Service Campaign, guidelines, online submission instructions, and 
recognition please click here. 

WISCONSIN DECA RECOGNITION & SUBMISSION PROCESS
Wisconsin DECA recognizes chapter achievement for community service at SCDC. Chapters will be 
recognized at SCDC for EACH of the following initiatives they complete:

• Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)
• Polar Plunge/Special Olympics of WI
• Acts of Kindness
• General Contributions to Charity
• 100 Hours
• Trick or Can

In order to be recognized at SCDC (opening session recognition, certificates, and RIBBONS), chapters 
must submit the WI DECA Community Service Form. Many Community Service events can receive 
recognition in more than one initiative, so it is important to read this guide and understand each one. 

PLEASE NOTE: The pictures you submit on your form are the pictures we will use to recognize your 
chapter at SCDC. Please make sure to include pictures from all of your events and pictures that truly 
showcase the event and initiative(s) associated with the event. If pictures are not submitted on the 
form, your chapter may not be recognized at the opening session of SCDC. 

The rest of this guide provides additional information about each of the Wisconsin DECA Initiatives 
listed above. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE CAMPAIGN DUE 12.1.2020
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https://www.deca.org/high-school-programs/high-school-chapter-campaigns/
https://wisconsindeca.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form3


Purpose:
• To recognize the hardworking chapters who are bettering their communities through service
• To draw attention to effective events across the state
• To challenge chapters to create fun and impactful events that improve their communities and

lives

Description: 
• Chapters are encouraged to share details on community service events they host on the

Chapter Success Form. This resource is used to promote and highlight events taking place
across our state, as well as inspire chapters to host similar events.

• The chapter deemed to have held and submitted the most impactful event of the month
will be recognized on Wisconsin DECA’s social media platforms and receive a certificate of
achievement

Guidelines: 
• As a chapter, group, or individual, create an event to hold within your community.
• Once the details of an event have been decided, one representative from a chapter can submit

the event on the Chapter Success Form.
• All events will be featured on Wisconsin DECA’s social media, so don’t forget to keep the

calendar updated with all of your chapter’s service efforts. Though only one chapter can be
recognized per month, your communities will undoubtedly be impacted every day.

Due Date: 
• Chapter Success Forms can be submitted anytime, make sure to submit your form the same

month your event occurred. Make sure to include the following information on your form: date,
time, location, mission of the event, and amount raised.

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
CHAPTER OF THE 
MONTH

COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT PROMOTION
With over 10,000 followers on Wisconsin DECA social media platforms, let us help you promote your 
event! This will be especially helpful for virtual events where individuals can donate no matter where 
they are located! 

If your chapter would like Wisconsin DECA to promote an upcoming community service event, please 
contact Sam Fischer with more information about your event: 
Sam Fischer
Wisconsin DECA Vice President of Community Service
widecacommunityservice@gmail.com
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Families are at the heart of MDA’s mission. We wake up every morning to create more hope and 
answers for families living with muscular dystrophy and related diseases that take away physical 
strength and mobility. We do this by finding research breakthroughs across diseases, caring for kids 
and adults from day one and empowering families with services and support in hometowns across 
America. Here are the ways we’re helping achieve these goals so families can live longer and grow 
stronger:

Innovations in Science
At MDA, we take a big-picture perspective across the full spectrum of neuromuscular diseases to 
uncover breakthroughs that accelerate treatments and cures. The power in our research approach is 
that we can often apply learnings from one disease to achieve progress in others to bring urgently 
needed answers to our families. 

Innovations in Care
We know that early diagnosis, highly specialized care and access to promising clinical trials help 
ensure the best possible outcomes for individuals and families facing muscular dystrophy, ALS and 
related life-threatening diseases. That’s why MDA is here to provide care for kids and adults from 
day one. Our MDA Care Centers offer families best-in-class, comprehensive care from a wide variety 
of health care specialists at one location on the same day, while our trained information specialists 
and educational resources are available to offer guidance and support through every step of the 
journey.

     Getting recognized is VERY SIMPLE! Here are the steps: 

• Plan and execute a fundraising event to help support MDA. Need help planning an event? See the 
next page for sample MDA events or reach out to your MDA representative, Murphy Maes, for more 
ideas: mmurply@mdausa.org

• Event/Activity must take place between March 2020 and January 30, 2021
• To receive this recognition simply submit the WI DECA Community Service Form by  January 30, 

2021. Remember to submit pictures which will be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC! 
• Submit your payment to MDA. Make sure it is clear that your donation is coming from your DECA 

Chapter (IE: Appleton EAST DECA) to ensure MDA knows the money is coming from DECA 
members. Click here to determine where you should send payment. 

Muscular Dystrophy 
Association (MDA)
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https://www.formstack.com/forms/?1819285-PO4DqueTs3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cx3Z_ntSZ69vzntpTavL6uO9VJ9ZmK4/view?usp=sharing


Host a Virtual Walk/Run
• Hosting a virtual walk/run is a great fundraiser to start the fall. Many individuals 

are looking for any excuse to get out and moving. Setting up the event is 
simple. Create a document or spreadsheet for participants to track themselves, 
market your fundraiser and have fun! Asking participants to share their photos 
or videos on social media also a great way to spread the word about DECA. 

• Pro tip: You can increase the participation fee of your fundraiser by including a 
virtual walk/run t-shirt.

MDA Miracle Minute
• Consider hosting a Miracle Minute at one of your school events/activities. 

Last year, Menomonie DECA hosted their annual MDA Miracle Minute at a 
Varsity Football game. Members, along with freshman football players collected 
donations between first and second quarter of the football game. Over $800 
was raised in one minute to be donated to MDA.

• If your school is virtual this year, consider hosting a MDA Miracle Week online. 
Promote the event on social media, to alumni, parents, and business partners! 
Set a fundraising goal and showcase 

MDA Summer Camp
• Your chapter can help out MDA by volunteering your time and talent 

too!  Contact your local MDA office for summer camp and other volunteer 
opportunities! 

Scoopie Night
• Connect with your local Culver’s to host and promote a Scoopie Night for 

MDA. Culver’s will donate a portion of the profits made during a specific date/
time to MDA. 

MDA GREAT IDEAS
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Special Olympics Wisconsin (SOWI) provides year-round sports training and athletic competition 
in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them 
continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage and experience joy while 
participating in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, Special Olympics athletes 
and the community.

COVID-19 UPDATE
Wisconsin DECA members have participated in countless Polar Plunges and have raised thousands 
of dollars for Special Olympics. Due to COVID-19, Special Olympics of Wisconsin has decided 
to create a virtual option for high school students this year. They are currently working with a 
committee made up of students from around the date to determine what this option will look like. 
More information will be communicated through Terri Mackey as it becomes avaialble. 

Chapters that participate in these events or donate to Special Olympics will continue to be 
recognized by Wisconsin DECA. Getting recognized is VERY SIMPLE! Here are the steps: 

• Participate in the virtual event that will replace the Polar Plunge for this upcoming year. OR plan
your own event to raise funds for Special Olympics.

• Event/Activity must take place between March 2020 and January 30, 2021
• If you are creating your own event to raise funds for Special Olympics, the event must take take

place between March 2020 and January 30, 2021. To receive recognition simply submit the WI
DECA Community Service Form by  January 30, 2021. Remember to submit pictures which will
be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC!

• If you are participating in the Virtual Event that replaces the Polar Plunge, we understand this
event may happen after January 30, 2021. If you plan on  participating in this event, please
complete the WI DECA Community Service Form as soon as possible to ensure recognition from
WI DECA.

• Any questions regarding Special Olympics Can be directed to Sarah Graper at sgraper@
specialolympicswisconsin.org

SPECIAL OLYMPICS & 
POLAR PLUNGE
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Purpose
•   To encourage members and chapters to become involved in their school and community 
•   To encourage chapters to include community service activities in their strategic plan 
•   To foster good relations between DECA and other associations 
•   To recognize those outstanding chapters who are bettering their community 
•   To recognize individual members for their involvement in chapter community service events
•   To provide chapters the flexibility to support a charity or organization of their choice and to be 

recognized by Wisconsin DECA. 

Description 
• The award is given to chapters that serve to help, improve or show acts of kindness to any 

individual, organization, association, group of people or cause that needs and wants support. 
• When a chapter completes an Act of Kindness, it will be recognized at the State Career 

Development Conference with a certificate and a ribbon to wear on their name badge. This will 
be an acknowledgment for giving back in a positive, community service oriented manner through 
DECA. 

• Individual chapter members can earn the opportunity to be recognized for their outstanding 
leadership by being entered into the Member of the Month Program.

  
Guidelines 

•   As a chapter, choose a group, individual, or cause to support with services and funds.
•   Design and conduct the activity or service.  If funds are raised, donate the proceeds to the 

group or cause and report funds raised on the WIDECA Acts of Kindness ONLINE FORM.
•   Gain positive publicity for the group or cause and the DECA chapter.
•   To receive this recognition simply submit the WI DECA Community Service Form by  January 30, 

2021.  You may submit as many forms as needs during the year.  Remember to submit pictures 
which will be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC! 

• Chapters are encouraged to submit Acts of Kindness Events for DECA, Inc. Campaign 
Recognition in addition to state level recognition.  

Due Date: Within Two Weeks of Event and no later than January 30, 2021

ACTS OF KINDNESS

6

https://www.formstack.com/forms/?1819285-PO4DqueTs3


ACTS OF KINDNESS
GREAT IDEAS

Ring Bells for the Salvation Army
• Many chapters volunteer with the Salvation Army for their Red Kettle Campaign. This

is an easy activity to sign up for and raises money for a great cause. Click here for more
information on the Red Kettle Campaign.

• If the Salvation Army is not able to have in person bell ringing, they will update their website
with ways to get involved virtual.

Other Suggestions 
• Participate in the Make A Wish/Macy’s Believe Campaign

• Volunteer to rake leaves for elderly community members

• Volunteer to send letters to a local assisted living/nursing home. With COVID-19 most
residents are not allowed visitors and are looking for ways to connect with people in a virtual
formate.

• Volunteer to help with social media for a local charity or organization.

• Helping at a food bank or homeless shelter.

• Putting together thanksgiving baskets for families in need.

• Working with the counselors at your school to organize a school supply drive.

• Virtually tutor younger students! Many parents are struggling with having kids learning at
home AND working a full time job. Work with your school to offer these tutoring services to
families in need!

• Volunteer to be a virtual story teller at your local library or elementary school
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GENERAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

CHARITY

Purpose
•   To document charitable donations by Wisconsin DECA to recipients (other than MDA)
•   To determine the total amount of charitable donations Wisconsin DECA makes in one year
•   To gather fresh ideas for community service and charitable activities 
•   To quickly and simply gather and compile this information

Description
•   This form is used for reporting and recognition of charitable contributions made by local 

chapters to the school, community and/or other charitable organizations or causes.  This form 
should be used in combination with the WIDECA Acts of Kindness Form for events that raised 
funds that were donated to charities other than MDA.  This form may also be used when any 
funds are simply donated to charities other than MDA.

•   When a chapter completes a General Contribution to Charity Form(s), they will be recognized at 
the State Career Development Conference with a certificate of appreciation as well as on stage. 
This will be an acknowledgment for giving back in a positive, community service oriented manner 
through DECA. All chapter members will also receive a recognition ribbon to wear on their name 
badge.

Guidelines
•   This ONLINE FORM should be completed if your chapter donates to a charity other than MDA.
•   This recognition should be used in combination with the WI DECA Acts of Kindness
•   To receive this recognition simply submit the WI DECA Community Service Form by  
            January 30, 2021.  You may submit as many forms as needed during the year. Remember to 
            submit pictures which will be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC! 
•   Chapters are encouraged to submit General Contributions to Charity for DECA, Inc. Campaign 
            Recognition in addition to state level recognition.  

Due Date: Within Two Weeks of Event and no later than January 30, 2021
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Custom Face Masks
• Nothing shows chapter and/or association pride like a custom face mask. This 

easy virtual fundraiser is a great way to start your year! Using pre-order sales 
will help ensure all of your costs are covered and that your supply matches 
demand. Consider working with your school’s administration to sell branded 
masks as “spirit items” that will be a hit with everyone in your community. To 
get started, check out websites such as CustomInk, VistaPrint and RedBubble. 
Profits from these items can go to the charity of your choice! 

Zoom Game Night
• Zoom game nights are a perfect activity to bring people together while raising 

money. Charge a small fee to enter, have a group of students run the night, 
share screens and play games. Make sure to utilize the breakout room feature if 
necessary. Some games to consider include bingo, Kahoot trivia, Pictionary and 
charades.

Drive-In Movie Night
• Work with a local drive-in movie location to host a movie night. The Drive-

In Movie location may agree to donate a percentage of the profits from the 
evening to a charity of your choice. Or you could ask them if they would allow 
your chapter to host a miracle minute. Donations could be taken in cash and/or 
with venmo. 

Sell T-shirts
• Members of Port Washington High School DECA sold t-shirts to benefit The 

Stars and Stripes Honor Flight. Over 500 shirts were sold. The community 
was united at the annual Port Sixth Man basketball game wearing the shirts. 
Students were proud to give back and help recognize the veterans. 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO CHARITY
GREAT IDEAS 
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100 HOURS

Purpose
•   To challenge and encourage members and chapters to become more involved in their school and    

       community
•   To better document community service activities performed throughout the state 
•   To challenge and encourage chapters to include community service activities in their strategic 

        plan and calendar 
•   To involve DECA members in projects that improve their school, community and state 
•   To foster good relations between DECA and the community 
•   To recognize those outstanding chapters who are bettering their community through service 
•   To recognize individual members for their involvement in chapter community service events

Description
•   When a chapter completes a 100 Hours Form, they will be recognized at the State Career 

        Development Conference during the Community Service video and with a certificate. This will 
        be  an acknowledgment for giving back in a positive, community service oriented manner 
        through DECA.  All chapter members will also receive a recognition ribbon to wear on their 
        name badge.

Guidelines
•   Chapters should keep track of the number of community service hours their members have 

achieved between March 2020 and January 30, 2021. To earn the 100 Hours recognition, the 
total number of community service hours fulfilled by chapter members exceeds 100, chapters 
qualify for this recognition. 

• To receive this recognition simply submit the WI DECA Community Service Form by  January 30, 
2021. Remember to submit pictures which will be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC! 

• 100 Hours may be submitted in combination with Acts of Kindness and/or General Contribution 
to Charity.   

Due Date: Within Two Weeks of Event and no later than January 30, 2021
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TRICK OR CAN

WISCONSIN DECA STATE WIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT
During the month of October, Wisconsin DECA will promote and hold a state-wide community service 
project to help feed the hungry.  In this guide, you will find resources that explain the details of TRICK 
OR CAN.  The resources include a “Steps to Success” guide for the event and a poster template to help 
you promote the event.

GET READY! 
• Posters and other promotional materials should be set and distributed early in October.

• TRICK OR CAN bags will be distributed by the local chapters the week before their community 
Trick or Treats to help create awareness of the upcoming event.

DOCUMENTING YOUR EVENT: 
• By October 31st all chapters will pick up bags, document their success!  

• By November 15th all food/items collected should be distributed to a local food pantry in your 
community.  This event does qualify for other WIDECA recognition as well, don’t forget to check 
Acts of Kindness and/or the 100 Hours on the online form!

• To receive this recognition simply submit the WI DECA Community Service Form by  January 30, 
2021. Remember to submit pictures which will be used to recognize your chapter at SCDC! 

• When a chapter completes the Trick or Can form, they will be recognized at the State Career 
  Development Conference during the Community Service video and with a certificate. This will 
  be  an acknowledgment for giving back in a positive, community service oriented manner 
  through DECA.  All chapter members will also receive a recognition ribbon to wear on their 
  name badge.

Make sure you connect with your food back to review their COVID-19 guidelines 
for donations!!
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STEP 1: Appoint your event leadership team to get your chapter excited!  It is easier to get your chapter 
on board to help with the event if they know what it is. Have people who participated last year talk about how 
much fun they had! 

STEP 2: Make a list of job assignments.  Encourage new members to sign up and participate. 

STEP 3: Select local food pantry that your chapter will be donating collected items to.

STEP 4: Create promotion plan: decide how and where you will promote your event. (Social Media, Local Media, 
Flyers, etc.) If you decide to create and distribute a promotion flyer you can use the template included in this 
guide.

STEP 5: Build up community excitement/awareness.  Use your promotional plan. SPREAD THE WORD.

STEP 6: Fill bags with your promotional flyer. This goes much quicker with more available hands so get your 
chapter members involved!

STEP 7: Distribute bags to your community.  About a week prior to Halloween, cover all the neighborhoods your 
chapter will visit during Trick-or-Treating.

STEP 8: ON HALLOWEEN. It’s Trick-or-Can day, but before you go crazy collecting food, make sure you are 
organized!  Create and distribute a reminder card with times and location to meet for your team, so that 
everyone understands where and when to meet.

STEP 9: Create a plan to record how many items you will collect.

STEP 10: Make sure you have enough help, distribute members throughout the different neighborhoods you 
gave flyers to.  

STEP 11: Prep your chapter.  Remind them how to represent your DECA chapter when communicating with 
community members. Some chapters wore matching costumes or chapter T-Shirts!  DECA Blazers are always 
appropriate…and WARM!

STEP 12: Collect non-perishable items from the neighborhoods during trick-or-treating hours.

STEP 13: Calculate how many items you have collected and deliver them to the food pantry. Follow up!  After 
the event create a news release to showcase your chapter’s success to your community.
  
STEP 14: Evaluate your performance.  Meet with your chapter and discuss what you did well, and what you can 
improve on for next year!

If your chapter is able to get together, all of these steps can be completed while wearing a mask and 
following social distancing guidelines. Make sure you connect with your food back to review their 
COVID-19 guidelines for donations. 

TRICK OR CAN
STEPS TO SUCCESS 
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TRICK OR CAN
DURING COVID-19 

We know COVID-19 is effecting how chapters are hosting community service events this year. The 
good news is  if your chapter is able to get together, all of these steps can be completed while wearing 
a mask and following social distancing guidelines. However, many food pantries have implemented 
COVID-19 restrictions/guidelines when it comes to donations. It is imperative you reach out to your 
local food pantry early to confirm their donation guidelines. Make sure you connect with your food 
back to review their COVID-19 guidelines for donations. 

Wisconsin DECA has also heard that there are some chapters who are not allowed to gather and/or 
have any events that involve going into the community. That does not mean you can not participate in 
Trick or Can!! Consider the following options: 
• Connect with your food pantry and ask them to help you create a social media campaign to raise 

money for the food pantry. They may already have a lot of this system setup so it could be as easy 
as promoting the event on social media and to the community. 

• Reach out to your local news source to promote the event on social media. 
• Reach out to your business partners/sponsors to donate AND promote the event on their social 

media! 
• Determine a goal for the event and once the goal is reached, celebrate on a game night over a Zoom 

call where everyone is dressed up in costumes and brings their favorite Halloween treat. 
• Consider providing a prize to the Top 3 fundraising members. 
• Check out this resource for more ideas on how to host a virtual fundraiser for your local food bank. 

Your chapter will qualify for recognition for participating in Trick or Can if you raise money for your 
local food pantry vs. actual food items. Just complete the WI DECA Community Service Form with the 
amount raised vs. number of items. 
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