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Minutes for the Monthly Parish Meeting and AGM of Croxdale and Hett Parish Council 
Wednesday 29 June 2022, 7.00 pm 

Croxdale Community Centre 
 
Parish Council Members Present: 
Councillor L Griffiths, (Chair), Councillor P Adams, Councillor S Burton, Councillor P Kerrison, 
Councillor M Ord, Councillor I Watt. 
 
Also Present:            
County Councillors J Blakey, G Hutchinson and M McKeon. 
 
19/22. Apologies for Absence: 
 
Apologies of absence were received from Councillors A Watt and J Garner. 
 
20/22. Declarations of Interest: 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
21/22. Policing: 
 
The Clerk shared Policing crime stats: 9 incidents being recorded for the period April 2022 within the 
Parish.    
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  
 
22/22. Public Participation 
 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. 
 
23/22. Minutes: 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 25 May 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
24/22. Matters Arising: 
 

i. Hett Litter Pick: 
June’s litter pick took place on 8 June 2022, however, Councillor Watt confirmed this was 
not the case. 
 
Resolved: Clerk to raise with the Clean and Green Team accordingly.   

 
ii. Hett Village Green: 

A further request from the landowner’s solicitor was received on 22 June 2022 and is 
currently with DCC for action to show their client’s boundary accurately to scale on both 
plans prepared to date. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
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iii. Allotments: 
The remaining vacant allotment at Front Street East has now been taken over by a resident 
from Hett. A request was received from an allotment holder at the Poultry Centre to keep 
chickens (approx. half a dozen) and to also erect a greenhouse. The allotment at Front Street 
East was noted regarding the tenant not being able to cultivate the plot at present due to 
mobility issues, however, the plot would be seen to as soon as possible.  
 
Resolved: Members approved the x2 requests at the Poultry Centre.  Clerk to inform 
tenant of approved requests accordingly.  

 
iv. Garages: 

The Clerk confirmed she had written to the former tenants/next of kin where appropriate 
and the responses were noted.  Clerk to make further contact where possible.  
 
Discussion took place on the use of garages; the decision remained as previously agreed, 
however Members undertook a vote in that garages (when becomes vacant) would not be 
re-let and would form part of the respective allotment plot. 
 
The garage policy is to be updated and circulated for final agreement before sharing wider 
with existing garage tenants for information.  

 
Resolved: Clerk to make further contact with the tenants where possible.  

 
v. Parish Planters:  

Councillor Griffiths confirmed Hett Village Hall Association would maintain the planters 
located near to the Village Hall.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 

vi. Defibrillator - Croxdale Community Centre: 
The Clerk and County Councillor McKeon had met previously to complete the required AAP 
form.  On a separate note, regarding the defibrillator at the corner shop, there was an issue 
with the defibrillator following the shop’s power supply after heavy rain on Friday evening.  
The electrician who installed the device attended the shop and fixed the issue.  The seal was 
loose on the defibrillator unit which was repaired and there was no charge or call-out fee on 
this occasion. 
 
The shop owner has since enquired further regarding the issue to the Parish Council, which 
has been requested by the electrician in the first instance.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
vii. Hett Pond: 

Notification was received from the cemetery maintenance contractor that he is unable to 
provide a quote at the moment due to a broken leg and hopes to take a look at the works in 
due course.  It was noted there should be minimal impact on the cemetery maintenance 
monthly duties. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. 
 

viii. Sunderland Bridge Bench Repairs: 
Clerk has chased contractor on two further occasions and still awaiting a response. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. 
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ix. Planning – Hett Moor Solar Farm: 
It was noted following Planning Committee on 7 June 2022 that the above application was 
refused due to its location, size and form of development the proposal would result in 
unacceptable harm to the character. It is not yet known whether this decision would be 
appealed.  

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. 

 
x. Cemetery Chapel: 

Confirmation was received from our solicitor on claiming adverse possession; on the title will 
say ‘Possessory Title’ and after 12 years of ownership, the Parish Council would then apply 
to upgrade the title to ‘Title Absolute’ which is the best we can achieve.  On this basis, the 
process has now commenced to claim adverse possession. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 

xi. Road Plainings: 
Clerk has requested from DCC on two occasions and still awaiting a response. 

 
Resolved: Clerk to chase progress.   

 
xii. 30mph Campaign: 

A project plan in relation to the campaign was circulated for information prepared by the 
MPs office. A visit for the MP to attend Croxdale has been arranged for Friday 1 July 2022 at 
2.30pm by way of door knocking/street surgery to help raise awareness.  Members noted 
that a small budget for marketing materials may be required to help highlight the campaign 
with a Facebook page will be set up for the campaign itself.  

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to determine how much budget is required 
and arrange for the Facebook page to be set up. 

 
xiii. Youth Provision: 

Clerk has contacted the community centre to arrange an initial meeting to discuss arranging 
youth sessions/summer activities in the school holidays which will be funded by the 
remaining AAP monies currently ring-fenced to youth provision.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
25/22 Parish Clerk Update / Correspondence: 

 
i. New Mayor of Durham – Financial Assistance: 

 
A request for financial assistance was considered from the Mayor of Durham; Members 
agreed a donation of £25.00 to go towards Councillor Freeman’s Appeal Fund: Durham 
Samaritans.  
 
Resolved:  Clerk to arrange donation accordingly.    

 
ii. CDALC Area Executive Committee Representative: 

 
Nominations were sought from Councillors to represent Croxdale and Hett PC and 
Spennymoor TC as CDALCs Area Executive Committee representative. The current 
representative was a Member from Spennymoor TC.  
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Resolved: Clerk to circulate further information to Members to determine interest.  
 

26/22. Financial Matters: 
 

(i) Financial Report for the Period 1 April – 31 May 2022: 

A financial update prepared by the Clerk was circulated to Members which included a 
detailed schedule of receipts and payments for the financial year to date and bank 
reconciliation to 31 May 2022.  The current net bank balances totalled £47,828.08. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
27/22. Parish Council Co-option: 
 
The Clerk reported one application was received with regard to the Parish Councillor vacancy for 
Sunderland Bridge Ward as follows: 
 
1 = Deborah Pyle 
 
Candidate one was nominated and seconded receiving unanimous votes.  
 
Resolved:  Deborah Pyle be duly elected as Parish Councillor and summoned to attend the next 
Parish Council meeting to sign the declaration of acceptance of office.   
 
28/22. Cemetery Fencing: 
 
A quote was received from Deerness Fencing (as the previous agreed contractor) for a quote to 
repair the cemetery fencing at Croxdale (Line A).  To take down, supply and remove items of waste 
was a total of £1,690.62, however, as the quantity of materials for item 1 was unknown, additional 
costs may be required on materials. 
 
County Councillor Blakey indicated she would be willing to fund these works through her Member 
Neighbourhood Fund and was agreed for a new quote to be received to replace the fencing like for 
like and also as a comparison for metal fencing.  
 
Resolved: Clerk to arrange for new costings to be provided accordingly.  
 
29/22. Planning Issues: 
 
No new planning applications was discussed.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
30/22. County Councillor Reports: 
 
County Councillor Hutchinson gave an update in relation to: Jubilee visits across the Bank Holiday.  It 
was noted the events at Hett and Sunderland Bridge were well attended. 
 
County Councillor McKeon gave an update in relation to: a site visit would be arranged in relation to 
the Town and Villages AAP application which would help fund the 30mph campaign.  The 20mph 
campaign for Hett and Sunderland Bridge is still ongoing. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
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31/22.  AOB: 
 
Sunderland Bridge – Seat and Bin Repairs: 
Councillor Adams reported the bench and bin located at the entrance of Sunderland Bridge are in 
need or repair or replacement.  
 
Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC in the first instance.     
 
32/22. Date and Time of Next Meeting: 
 It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 27 July 2022 at 
 7.00 pm at Hett Village Hall.  


