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Minutes for the Monthly Parish Meeting of Croxdale and Hett Parish Council 
Wednesday 30 March 2022, 7.00 pm 

Hett Village Hall 
 
Parish Council Members Present: 
Councillor L Griffiths, (Chair), Councillor J Garner, Councillor P Adams, Councillor S Burton, Councillor 
P Kerrison, Councillor M Ord, Councillor A Watt and I Watt. 
 
Also Present:            
County Councillors J Blakey and G Hutchinson. 
 
120/21. Apologies for Absence: 
 
Apologies of absence were received from County Councillor McKeon. 
 
121/21. Declarations of Interest: 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
122/21. Policing: 
 
The Clerk shared Policing crime stats: 10 incidents being recorded for the period January 2022 within 
the Parish.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  
 
123/21. Public Participation 
 
No members of the public attended the meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. 
 
124/21. Minutes: 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 23 February 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
125/21. Matters Arising: 
 

i. Hett Litter Pick: 
March’s litter pick took place on 03 March 2022. Councillors A and I Watt confirmed this 
looked to have not taken place in view of the amount of rubbish in the area. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to feedback to DCC to ensure is undertaken 
for the following month.  

 
ii. Hett Village Green: 

A second site visit took place on 18 March 2022 with DCC/Alliance, the Parish Clerk and 
landowners to mark the route to enable a survey and plan to be produced as requested by 
the landowner’s solicitor.  The plans have yet to be received. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information. Clerk to clarify costings with Alliance in view of 
delayed timescales of the land easements.  
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iii. Allotments: 
A site visit took place on 28 February 2022 with the Parish Clerk and Councillors Garner and 
Ord. The Clerk provided the following update: 

 
Poultry Centre: 

• Two gardens/small holdings appear to be not in use.  The respective tenants have been 
contacted to carry out works with a deadline for improvement.  It was noted one of these 
gardens the rent remains outstanding, and no contact has been made therefore this garden 
will now be re-let. 

• A section of a small holding appears not to be in use. Discussions has taken place with the 
allotment holder concerned and has no objection to losing the unused land by the side of 
the stable.  It was agreed this plot would be therefore halved in terms of size and fee (£29.00 
as opposed to £58.00).   

 
Front Street East: 

• Three gardens appear to be not in use. The respective tenants have been contacted to 
carry out works with a deadline for improvement.  It was noted one of these gardens was 
taken over in August 2021 and the rent remains outstanding, therefore this garden will now 
be re-let.  

 
Rear of Rogerson Close/Terrace: 

• All satisfactory – no matters to report 
 

Garages: 

• One garage rent remains outstanding and it has been confirmed that the tenant no 
longer lives within the Parish.  The former tenant wishes to transfer the garage over to 
another resident.  The PC does not appear to have any form of rules or regulations for 
garage tenancy agreements.  As there is a waiting list for garages, it is preferred for the 
garage to be re-let and not transferred to other residents by previous tenants.  Members 
requested for a set of rules to be produced by garage holders. 

• One garage remains with the responsibility of the Executors.  The Clerk has not been able 
to speak in detail with the contact on this to date.  
 
 On a separate matter outside of the allotment site visit, the Clerk informed Members an 
allotment holder has indicated repair works to the fencing following storm damage at the 
Poultry Centre is underway and has also requested a key to the gates. Members agreed it is 
the responsibility of each allotment holder to gain a copy of the key, if required, as the gates 
are opened and closed at reasonable times on a daily basis. In relation to the fencing, 
Councillor Kerrison reported the tenant had attempted to move the boundary fence 
resulting in blocking other tenant’s access.  Councillor Kerrison confirmed he had spoken to 
the tenant and advised all requests should be made in writing to the Parish Council in the 
first instance.  

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to inform allotment holder accordingly 
regarding key access.  Clerk to contact other PCs regarding their garage rules and 
regulations, in particular when a garage becomes vacant and whether they are ‘returned’ 
to the PC or tenancies can be transferred.  

 
iv. Defibrillator - Croxdale Community Centre: 

A guardian has now been sourced to undertake the weekly checks. The Community Centre 
has agreed to the PC proposals on the new device which is to be funded by County 
Councillor McKeon.  The centre would be responsible for insurance and electricity supply.  
The PC would be responsible for purchase of equipment and installation and removal of 
existing device, registering the device once installed, Parish Clerk to be the main contact for 
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when the device is used/to inspect and replace pads as required and the PC to purchase 
replacement pads/battery as required.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Funding application is ongoing. 

 
v. Flower Tubs – Croxdale/Hett/Sunderland Bridge: 

An estimate has been received from Thinford Nurseries to supply and plant flowers 
throughout Croxdale, Hett, Sunderland Bridge and Croxdale Cemetery.  DCC has requested 
further detail on the specifications to give a fair quote. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

vi. Croxdale Cemetery Works: 
Works now complete. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
vii. Bench Restoration Works: 

Bench works at Hett Cemetery and Sunderland Bridge are now complete.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

viii. Hett Pond: 
A meeting is yet to take place with Councillor Griffiths, the resident and Cemetery 
Maintenance contractor regarding the pond works. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
ix. Sunderland Bridge Village Green Tree: 

Clerk informed Members, Croxdale Estate had contacted DCC direct for advice on the above 
tree, however, DCC would not comment as it’s a civil matter between the landowner and 
neighbours.  No further correspondence has been received on this matter.  The Clerk 
confirmed she had provided an update to the resident concerned; however no further action 
would be taken by the PC as this is not on PC land. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to confirm in writing to the resident 
accordingly.  

 
x. Croxdale Rubbish Bin: 

The Clerk confirmed costs regarding the supply and installation of an additional rubbish bin 
in Croxdale by DCC. The associated cost to supply and install is £500 + VAT, then to service 
the bin which would need doing once a week, would cost £98.80 (annually). 

 
Resolved: Members agreed in view of the costs, this would not be considered value for 
money to install an additional rubbish bin and was not required in the requested location.  

 
xi. Garden Rubbish at Croxdale 

Clerk confirmed this has now been reported to Neighbourhood Wardens for enforcement 
action, if necessary. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
xii. Cherry Tree Planting: 

County Councillor McKeon to provide an update in relation to the cherry trees. 



 

4 
 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

 
xiii. Highways Visit – 17 March 2022: 

Following the site visit on 17 March 2022, County Councillor McKeon provided the following 
update to the Clerk in her absence. The 30mph petition has been sent to the MPs office 
(Mary Foy) which they are keen to support.  A meeting is to be arranged in due course. 
Officers from DCC are going to look at the speed limit again, and the possibility of extending 
it throughout the Village to get around the issues of length that have stopped it in the past, 
but this isn't hopeful. The 20mphs look like a better bet, they seem feasible on the terraces 
and bungalows and is currently being looked into. 
 
Councillor Adams requested for these proposals to also include Sunderland Bridge.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
126/21 Parish Clerk Update / Correspondence: 

 
i. 2021/22 Pay Award Settlement: 

Clerk advised Members agreement has been reached on the pay award (1.75%) for local 
government services employees, covering the period 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022.   
 
Resolved: For Members Information.  This payment will be included in March’s pay for 
year-end. 
 

ii. Queen’s Jubilee Arrangements: 
Clerk provided details of available funding from AAP together with details of a tree planting 
scheme from the Royal British Legion in relation to the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. County 
Councillor Blakey also provided details of Member neighbourhood budget funding that is 
available throughout wards in relation to the Queen’s Jubilee arrangements. 
 
Resolved: Sunderland Bridge (via Councillor Adams) would be interested in this funding via 
County Councillor Blakey and also Hett (via Councillor Garner). Councillor Garner 
commented Croxdale Community Centre may be interested in the tree planting scheme 
for their community garden.  

 
iii. Boundary Review: 

Clerk informed Members the second stage consultation is currently ongoing regarding the 
proposed boundary changes with a deadline of 4 April 2022 for feedback.  The PC responded 
to the first consultation in July 2021 favouring to keep the Parish within Durham City 
boundary rather than Newton Aycliffe/Sedgefield.  Residents are encouraged to respond to 
the consultation.  The Boundary Commission will consider all responses received in both 
consultation periods when determining where and how to revise their proposals.  

 
Resolved: For Members Information. 

 
127/21. Financial Matters: 
 

(i) Financial Report for the Period 1 April – 28 February 2022: 

A financial update prepared by the Clerk was circulated to Members which included a 
detailed schedule of receipts and payments for the financial year to date and bank 
reconciliation to 28 February 2022.  The current net bank balances totalled £33,830.42. 
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Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
 
128/21. Parish Council Co-option: 
 
The Clerk reported no applications were received with regard to the vacancy of Parish Councillor for 
Sunderland Bridge Ward.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to re-advertise vacancy accordingly.  
 
129/21. Meeting Schedule – 2022/23:  
 
The schedule of meetings for 2021/22 was circulated for information and meetings agreed to be 
held on the fourth Wednesday of every month (except August when no meetings are held).  It was 
agreed to bring forward the date of December’s meeting due to Christmas holidays.  
 
Resolved:  For Member’s Information. 
 
130/21. Review of Governance Documents: 
 
The following governance documents were reviewed by Members and the Clerk: 
 

a) Standing Orders 
b) Financial Regulations 
c) Members Code of Conduct 
d) Risk Assessment 
e) Disciplinary Policy 
f) Grievance Policy 
g) Data Protection 
h) Complaints Procedure  
i) Social Media Policy 
j) Cemetery Guide 
k) Dignity at Work Policy 
l) Assets Register 
m) Allotment Regulations  
n) Co-option Procedures  

 
Suggested amendments / additions were proposed to the Code of Conduct and the Allotment 
Regulations being: 
 

• Code of Conduct:  
- CDALC Executive Committee encourages all PC councils to adopt DCC updated Code of 

Conduct to ensure consistency on dealing with complaints from DCCs Monitoring Officer 
for both tiers of local government.  

 

• Allotment Regulations: 
- To include three stages of enforcement following allotment inspections.  

 
Resolved: The proposed amendments to the Code of Conduct and Allotment Regulations were 
approved accordingly. 
 
131/21. Hett Moor Solar Farm: Community Benefit Offer – Lightsource BP: 
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The PC has formally been offered a community benefit payment of £1,000 per megawatt subject to 
the approved final design in relation to the above planning application. It was noted a small 
percentage of the project is within the Ferryhill Parish boundary. The community benefit payment is 
to be applied towards a project or projects to benefit the local community at the discretion of the 
PC.  Members formally accepted the community benefit offer in the best interests of residents, 
following legal advice from CDALC on this matter.  The PC also discussed if any works can commence 
immediately in terms of lessoning the visual impact i.e., to stop cutting the hedges and letting them 
grow and to plant the trees now in advance. 
 
Resolved: Clerk to inform Lightsource BP of the outcome and arrange for the deed paperwork to 
be finalised and request if the above is an option in terms of visual impact. 
 
132/21. Planning Issues: 
 
No new planning applications was discussed.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
133/21. County Councillor Reports: 
 
County Councillor Blakey gave an update in relation to: solar panels at the Amazon site are to be 
installed on the roof as agreed. A ‘Bread and Butter’ scheme is in place at Bowburn for families who 
are experiencing financial hardship, further details are to be circulated.  
 
County Councillor Hutchinson gave an update in relation to the pot hole request as received by a 
resident following the drainage works outside of the Chapel, Croxdale.  This has been reported to 
DCC, however it has resulted in no further action as it is not on DCC land.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
134/21.  AOB: 
 
Interpretation Panel, Sunderland Bridge: 
Councillor Adams queried on timescales regarding the above for Sunderland Bridge residents.  Clerk 
advised we are currently waiting for final details to be received via a planning application.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
Croxdale Roundabout – Gully/Drainage: 
County Councillor Hutchinson agreed to investigate the above which is causing the gully to flood at 
Croxdale roundabout.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
135/21. Date and Time of Next Meeting: 
 It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 27 April 2022 at 
 7.00 pm at Croxdale Community Centre.  


