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Minutes for the Monthly Parish Meeting of Croxdale and Hett Parish Council 
Tuesday 26 October 2021, 7.00 pm 

Croxdale Community Centre 
 
Parish Council Members Present: 
Councillor L Griffiths (Chair), Councillor P Adams, Councillor P Kerrison and Councillor M Ord. 
 
62/21. Apologies for Absence: 
 
Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Councillor J Garner, A Watt, I Watt and County 
Councillors J Blakey, G Hutchinson and M McKeon.  
 
63/21. Declarations of Interest: 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
64/21. Policing: 
 
The Clerk had shared Policing crime stats: 3 incidents being recorded for the period August 2021 
within the Parish.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  
 
65/21. Public Participation 
 
No members of the public attended the meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
66/21. Minutes: 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 29 September 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
67/21. Matters Arising: 
 

i. Hett Litter Pick: 
October’s litter pick took place on 20 October 2021. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
ii. 20 MPH - Speed Limit Trial: 

The Parish Clerk fed back Members views to DCC for a reduced speed limit (currently 30 
mph) in the through/residential road at Sunderland Bridge from the A167 and currently 
awaiting a response.  An update is to be also received from County Councillor McKeon at the 
next meeting. 
 
Resolved: Clerk to action accordingly.  
 

iii. Seat Replacement – Croxdale Bus Stop: 
This has now been actioned. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
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iv. Croxdale Play Park: 
New fencing has now been installed at the play park. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
v. Street Signs, Hett: 

An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting. 
 

Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

vi. Youth Provision: 
An update is to be provided from Councillor Garner at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
vii. Hett Village Green: 

Clerk confirmed the land easements are still ongoing.  The land owners solicitor/land agent 
have requested a site visit; this has been arranged for Monday 8 November 2021, 11.30am.  
An invitation is also to be extended to Alliance and DCC. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
viii. Lease Agreement Renewal – Croxdale Inn: 

Members agreed for this to be renewed in 2022 when next year’s rental fee has been agreed 
with the lessee.   
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information  

 
ix. Tree Works at Sunderland Bridge: 

Olivers Tree Services Ltd agreed to re-look at the Cherry Tree with further works being 
carried out on 11 October 2021. 

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information  

 
x. Parish Councillor Vacancies x2: 

Clerk confirmed the Returning Officer did not receive a request to call an election for the 
two advertised vacancies for the Sunderland Bridge Ward.  The PC can now proceed to co-
opt the two vacancies. 
 
Resolved: Two vacancies to be advertised with immediate effect, for co-option at the next 
meeting.  

 
xi. Hett Moor Solar Project: 

Two neighbouring Parish Councils were contacted to determine if they would be interested 
in attending a meeting with Lightsource BP.  It was noted Cassop-Cum-Quarrington PC did 
not object to the planning application. Legal advice was sought from CDALC on whether the 
PC can accept such offers to which confirmation was received that PCs can accept gifts of 
money and therefore can accept the community benefit payment.  However, as a public 
body the PC is limited with existing legal spending powers, therefore further discussions are 
required with Lightsource BP to determine what the monies will be spent on before the PC 
agrees to be ‘custodian’ of the benefit payment.  Consideration is also to be given if the 
benefit payment is better suited to a local community group i.e., Hett Village Hall 
Association that is better suited to receiving and distributing the funds.  
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Resolved: For Members’ Information  
 

xii. Asbestos – Allotments: 
The Parish Clerk queried with the Watt Group if they would comment/confirm if the ground 
would be ‘safe’ following the removal of the sheeting or does it require a certain amount of 
soil/ground to be removed?  A response was received; however, this did not specify this 
information. 
 
Resolved: Members agreed to proceed with the asbestos removal.  

 
xiii. Defibrillator - Croxdale Community Centre: 

The PC views/concerns were fed back to Croxdale Community Association (CCA) re the 
removal of the defibrillator which would be discussed again at their Committee Meeting on 
4 November 2021.  The role of the ‘guardian’ is also required and asked CCA if a member of 
the centre or local resident would be interested in taking on this role of before the PC seek 
our own volunteer(s).  Access to the defibrillator is still to be resolved; the Parish Clerk has 
contacted the electrician who installed the device on whether they have any records on the 
access code and has also contacted the supplier, both of which have been unsuccessful.   

 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
xiv. Road to Hett – Metal Bridge: 

An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

xv. Footpath – Tudhoe School: 
An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

xvi. Overgrown Brambles, Croxdale  
An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

xvii. Bus Stop – Overgrown Weeds, Croxdale 
An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 
 

xviii. Overgrown Bush, Croxdale 
An update is to be provided from County Councillor McKeon at the next meeting.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information 

 
68/21 Parish Clerk Update / Correspondence: 
 

i. Poppy Wreath: 
Clerk delivered the PC wreath to Councillor Garner for Remembrance Sunday on 14 
November 2021.  The wreath will be laid at the Tommie’s in Croxdale following the Church 
Service at St Bartholomew’s Church.  Wreaths are also to be placed at Hett and Sunderland 
Bridge via County Councillors. 
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Resolved: Parish Clerk to contact County Councillors regarding wreaths for Hett and 
Sunderland Bridge.  
 

ii. 2021/22 Parish Council Insurance: 
The Parish Council’s annual insurance premium for 2021/22 is £421.54 for a 3-year fixed 
rate. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   

 
iii. Role of Allotment Manager: 

 
Following the recent death of the Allotment Manager, consideration was given on whether 
the PC is to fill the position going forward. Following discussion, it was agreed reference to 
the role would be included in the annual allotment letters issued in December to determine 
of any interest.  On a separate matter regarding allotments, Members requested for a site 
visit across all allotment sites to inspect allotment plots, particularly in view of the number 
of people currently on the waiting list.  

 
Resolved:  Clerk to arrange site visit to inspect the allotments accordingly and note to 
include reference to the role of allotment manager in forthcoming correspondence to 
allotment holders.  

 
69/21. Financial Matters: 
 
Financial Report for the Period 1 April – 30 September 2021: 
 
A financial update prepared by the Clerk was circulated to Members which included a detailed 
schedule of receipts and payments for the financial year to date and bank reconciliation to 30 
September 2021.  The current net bank balances totalled £37,523.19. 
 
Members agreed a donation to the Royal British Legion in aid of this year’s Poppy Appeal in the sum 
of £50.00. 
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
70/21: To Appoint a Vice-Chairman: 
 
The above position is now vacant following Councillor Summerson’s resignation.  As it is good 
practice to have a Vice-Chairman in the event of the Chairman been absent from a meeting, the 
position is to be filled sooner rather than waiting for the next Annual General Meeting in May 2022.  
However, in view of the number of apologies at this evening’s meeting, it was agreed to defer to the 
next meeting for consideration.  
 
Resolved: Clerk to note for the agenda for November’s Parish Council meeting.    
 
71/21: Parish Works for Approval: 
 

(i) Croxdale Cemetery – Resurfacing of Cemetery Entrance: 
 

Two quotations had been sought in respect of the above works at Croxdale Cemetery.  
Members reviewed each quotation however one quotation did not detail the level of base 
course and surface course to be used (despite a number of attempts to gain this 
information).  Members preferred for further quotes to be sourced for comparison 
purposes.  
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Resolved:  Clerk to source alternative contractors accordingly.   
 

(ii) Bench Restoration – Hett Cemetery and Sunderland Bridge: 
 
Two quotations had been sought in respect of the above works.  Members reviewed each quotation 
and due to cost, it was more favourable to refurbish the existing benches rather than replace with 
brand new benches.  Members therefore agreed to proceed with contractor 1. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact each contractor accordingly informing them of the outcome. 
 
72/21: Cemetery Maintenance Contract Renewal: 
 
Clerk informed Members the cemetery maintenance contract is due for renewal from 01 January 
2022.  Following last year’s appointment, the contract is to be reviewed annually (as stipulated).  
Discussion took place; Members are satisfactory with the current contractor and felt it was not 
necessary to go out to full tender on this occasion.  The Clerk had received initial feedback from the 
contractor with no issues raised, however, due to large increases in fuel and machinery, the 
contractor has increased the monthly fee by £15.00.  Therefore, the revised monthly charge for 
cemetery maintenance would be £95.00 per month, as opposed to £80.00.  Members agreed to the 
revised fees and charges for cemetery maintenance.  
 
Resolved: Clerk to issue updated contractor for agreement by both parties. 
 
73/21: Planning Issues: 
 
No new planning applications was discussed.  Councillor Griffiths informed Members of feedback 
received from a local farmer regarding the land recently sold on Leeman’s Lane and subject to a 
planning application for a lambing shed has become a storage area for road maintenance materials.  
This has been reported to the Planning Department as a potential planning breach which is currently 
being investigated.  
 
The following updates were noted in respect of ongoing planning applications: 
 

• Croxdale Hall – pending consideration 

• Land to South West of Salvin Street – pending consideration 
 
Councillor Ord raised safety concerns of the fencing at Croxdale beck near to the above planning 
application at West of Salvin Street and was suggested to raise with County Councillor McKeon.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.  Clerk to raise with County Councillor in the first instance.  
 
74/21. County Councillor Reports: 
 
No updates were given as no County Councillors were in attendance.  
 
Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
75/21.  AOB: 
 
Croxdale Craft Fair: 
 
Th Parish Clerk informed Members, a craft fair at Croxdale Community Centre is to take place on 7 
November 2021, 10.00 am – 3.00 pm. 
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Resolved: For Members’ Information.   
 
76/21. Date and Time of Next Meeting: 
 It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 24 November 2021 at 
 7.00 pm at Croxdale Community Centre. 


