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Calgary business forum probes global issues 
Seminar recalls name 

of Spanish poet slain 

for outspoken views 
By Lisa DemP5ter 
Business Edge 

H
ailed as Spain's greatest poet and 
dramaUst of the 20th century. shot 
In cold blood by Fascist troops In 
I 936 and dumped Into an 

unmarked grave, his name has become synony
mous with the struggle for Intellectual Integrity 
and political freedom. 

But what lnOuence can the short but creative 
life of Federico Garcia Lorca have on Calgary's 
business community today? 

Local busln�man David Mitrovica, chJef 
organizer of the coming Ftrst Canadian Open 
Business Forum: Building Corporate Social and 
Environmental Responslb!Uty, believes Lorca's 
Ufe teaches many lessons - not the least or 
whJch Is to exercise freedom of thought and 
dvU dJscusston, rights for which Lorca and 
many others have struggled . 

.. For me. there's a deep sense of gratitude to 
those men and women who made it pos.slble 
for us to have a seminar like this, where we can 
bring together people whose views are differ

ent and can be very 
divergent." says 
Mllrovtca, a geo
physicist and 
London Business 
School grad who 
runs an Independent 
consulting firm In 
Calgary. 

The thJrd in a 
series of Garcia 
Lorca seminars, the 
non-proOt forum 
and exhibit.Ion will 
draw together top 
Calgary CEO,. 

A young Garcia Lorca environmental 
groups, students and energy industry represen
taUves to dlscws corporate social and environ
mental responsibility 

MltroVtca hopes that from dialogue wJII 
grow greater undentandlng and possible solu
tions 10 bridging the gap between often radi
cally opposing perspectives. 

"Business has a very Important role to play 
and as governments are dJmJnlshlng In 

their Impact on our lives. the role of business 
has Increased commensurately," says Mitrovica. 

"It places a burden of responslblUty on busi
ness. Because with authority and power comes 
responsibility, or It ought to, In a democracy." 

The one-day conference, 10 be held March 8 
al the downtown Hy.m Regency, features dis
cussions on globalization, susWnable develop
ment and fostering innovative business partner
shJps. Guest speakers Include Syncrude Canada 

Lany Macoougal, Business Edge 

David Mitrovica says participants with different voices and perspectives will address the issues of sustainable development and ethics. 

chair and CEO Eric Newell, Shell Canada 
president and CEO Tim Faithfull, and 
Canadian Energy Research lnsUtute president 
and CEO PhJI Prince. 

Suncor Inc. and EPCOR are also sending 
senior representatives. 

Other voices and perspectives will be heard 
from David Pollock, executive dlrector of the 
Pembina Institute for Appropriate Develop
ment; Sarah Wade, an economist with the 
W..Shlngton, D.C. group Environmental 
Defense; and David Kllgour, Canada's Secretary 
of State for Laun America and Africa. 

Pollock says the que,tloru of sustaJnable 
development and ethics are key issues of con
cern. 

"] think the hJstory of civil society In part 
has arisen aver a concern that global capital 
and large corporate Institutions are a dominant 
power affecting the quality of llfe In societies 
worldwide," he says. "The Issue Is, what kind of 
countervaJllng pov,.,er and codes of ethics are 
required to best avoid undue violence at a 
global and societal level?" 

Calgary Orms and organizations are becom
ing Increasingly global In their reach, says 
Mttrovlca, who Is also the past president of the 
Alberta Chapter of the Canadian Council for 
the Americas. the principal private sector link 
between Canada, Laun America and lhe 
Caribbean. 

Yet many of the issues around social and 
environment.al responslblllty aren't being dis
cussed as openly as they mlght be, he adds. .. 

We're wtse enough to appreciate the world 
has become more complex." he says. "We need 

to undentand, appreciate and perhaps incorpo
rate the perspective of non-governmental 
organizations In areas of health, education, 
International development, peace and demo
cratic development. 

"We wish to understand that, and how it 
1nnuences bwlness." 

M1trovlca has been active In International 
affaJrs. The AustraUan-born son or Albanian 
emigrants admits to being driven by a profound 
sense of social Justice. Hts brother Andrew Is a 
well-known investigative Journallst for the 
Globe and MaJ!, one of the sponsors of the 
Carcia Lorca seminar series. Another brother ls 
a top sdentlst at the University of Toronto. 

"We are children of Kosovar parents." says 
Mltrovlca. who has spoken out for refugees In 
that war-torn region. "We have a deep sense of 
affinity to those who have been dispossessed, In 
their case because of totalitarian regimes." 

To MttroVtca, business - like art - Is a cre
ative venture. "It's business, but lt

0

s what I feel 
very strongly about, and that's civic Investment 
- commitment on the part of Individuals as 
citizens to be engaged," he adds. 

The poet Federico Garcia Lorca may have 
been silenced for his outspoken beUefs and pas
sion for political reform, but his adm.irers 
believe his spirit lives on whenever those who 
hold disparate opinions gather for civil debate 
and discussion. 

"What a voice 10 have lost." sighs Mllrovlca. 
Web watch: 
www.garclalorca.ca 
{Lisa Dempsttr can be r,a<l,ed at 
Jisa@business,dge.ra) 

QUOTE ... 

" 

Business 
has a very 
important 
role to  play 
and as governments 
are diminishing 
in their impact 
on our lives, 
the role of 
business 
has increased 

" 

commensurately. 

David Mitrovica, 
a businessman 

and organizer 
of the First Canadian 

Open Business Forum: 
Building Corporate 

Social and Environmental 
Responsibility 




