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Environment Protection Licence (EPL) Details
NAME

DESCRIPTION

Name of Licensee:

John Holland Pty Ltd | ABN 11 004 282 268

EPL Number:

21494

Premise Name and Address:

Trans4m Rail | Balo Street | Moree | NSW | 2400

24-hour Contact Details:

Michael Matthews | Environmental Manager
M: 0448 167 261 | E: Michael.matthews@t4mr.com.au
David Lightfoot | Deputy Project Director
M: 0448 997 950 | E: david.lightfoot@t4mr.com.au

Website Address:

https://www.trans4mrail.com.au/

Scheduled activity/activities on EPL: Railway activities - railway infrastructure construction
Fee-based activity/activities on EPL: Railway infrastructure construction (>=50,000T & track to be
constructed>30km)
Scale:
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> 50000-2000000 Remaining extraction or processing
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1

Purpose

The Narrabri to North Star Project (N2NS) is one of the 13 projects that make up the Inland Rail (IR)
Project currently being delivered by ARTC. The N2NS route is within the Narrabri, Moree Plains and
Gwydir Local Government Areas (LGAs) in north west NSW and extends approximately 171km from
Narrabri Junction, terminating at North Star.
Due to the scale, nature and environmental risk associated with the construction of N2NS, the project
is considered a scheduled activity in accordance with the Schedule 1 of the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997. As a result, an Environment Protection Licence (EPL) is required
to undertake project activities.
Trans4m Rail (a joint venture between SEE Civil and John Holland Group) was granted an
Environment Protection Licence (EPL21494) on the 1st April 2021 by the NSW Environment
Protection Authority (NSW EPA) for the construction of the N2NS Project. As per the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997 (the POEO Act), the holder of an Environment Protection Licence
must prepare, keep, test and implement a pollution incident response management plan (PIRMP) that
complies with Part 5.7A of the POEO Act in relation to the activity to which the licence relates.
If a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity that results in material harm to the
environment (within the meaning of section 147 of the POEO Act – refer to Section 5) or threatened,
the person/s carrying out the activity must immediately implement this plan in relation to the activity
required by Part 5.7A of the POEO Act.
A copy of this PIRMP must be kept at the licensed premises and be made available on request by an
authorised EPA Officer and to any person who is responsible for implementing this plan.
Parts of the plan must also be available either on a publicly accessible website, or if there is no such
website, by providing a copy of the plan to any person who makes a written request. The sections of
the plan that are required to be publicly available are set out in clause 98D of the Protection of the
Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2009.
This plan has been developed in accordance with the following:
 Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997;
 Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2009; and
 EPA’s Guideline: Pollution incident response management plans.
The N2NS Project has developed a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to
address the requirements of the Minister’s Condition of Approval, comply with the relevant provisions
of environmental legislation and to mitigate environmental impacts.
The CEMP includes procedures and management measures to address incident management and
emergency planning and response requirements.

2

Project Scope and Description

Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) are currently delivering the Inland Rail (IR) Project which
consists of the construction of a high performance and direct interstate freight rail corridor between
Melbourne and Brisbane, via central-west New South Wales (NSW) and Toowoomba, Queensland.
Inland Rail is a major national program that will enhance Australia’s existing national rail network and
serve the interstate freight market. The IR route, which is about 1700 kilometres long, involves: using
the existing interstate rail line through Victoria and southern NSW upgrading about 400 kilometres of
existing track, mainly in western NSW providing about 600 kilometres of new track in northern NSW
and south-east Queensland. The IR program has been divided into 13 sections, seven of which are
located in NSW. Australian Rail Track Corporation has developed a ten-year program to deliver IR.
The Narrabri to North Star (N2NS) Project is one of the 13 projects that make up the IR Project. The
route is within the Narrabri, Moree Plains and Gwydir Local Government Areas (LGAs) in north west
NSW. N2NS extends approximately 171km from north of Narrabri Junction, terminating at North Star
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and the project is generally within the existing rail corridor. Works over the Gwydir Floodplain
(Separable Portion 2) are excluded from the N2NS (Separable Portion 1) Project.
This construct only contract will be delivered by Trans4m Rail (an unincorporated Joint Venture
between SEE Civil Pty Ltd and John Holland Pty Ltd).
Further detail on the N2NS project, including construction scope of works and construction schedule
can be found in Section 4 of the CEMP.

3

Issue, Revision and Reissue

This PIRMP has been prepared to ensure it meets the requirements of the current Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Sub-Plans, the Environment Protection Licence (EPL),
the Conditions of Approvals and all relevant policies, guidelines and standards. The plan is approved
for use on the N2NS Project by the Trans4m Rail Project Director.
Revisions of this PIRMP may be required throughout the duration of the project to reflect changing
circumstances or identified deficiencies. Revisions may result from one or more of the following:
 Management review
 Audit (either internal or by external parties)
 Complaints or non-conformance reports
 Changes to the company’s standard system
 Changes to legislation or legal requirements
 Opportunities for improvements and / or other initiatives.
Revisions will be reviewed and approved by the Trans4m Rail Project Director prior to issue. Updates
to this plan will be numbered consecutively and issued to holders of controlled copies.

4

Definition of a Pollution Incident

A pollution incident is defined as an event, series of events or set of circumstances whereby there is
or is likely to be a release, leak, spill or other escape or deposit of a substance (solid, liquid or gas)
either on or off the identified premise.

5

Duty to Report a Pollution Incident

Under the POEO Act there is a duty to immediately report a pollution incident associated with the
project where material harm to the environment occurs or is threatened. It does not matter that harm
to the environment is caused only in the premises where the pollution incident occurs.
* HARM TO THE ENVIRONMENT IS MATERIAL IF:
it involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human beings or to ecosystems that is not trivial;
or
it results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or amounts in aggregate, exceeding
$10,000 (or such other amount as is prescribed by the regulations).
“Loss” includes the reasonable costs and expenses that would be incurred in taking all reasonable and
practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make good any harm to the environment.

Leaks, spills, water discharges and other pollution incidents can harm the environment. The relevant
regulatory authorities need to be informed of pollution incidents immediately, so that action can be
coordinated to prevent or limit harm to the environment or the community. Regulatory authorities and
notification responsibilities are provided below.

Revision No: 0

T4RM Document Number: 7632-T4MR-PL-PES-011
ARTC Document Number: 5-0018-260-PES-00-PL-0010

When printed this document is an uncontrolled version and must be checked against the Aconex electronic version for validity

Issue Date: 16/06/2021

Page 5

2600-0018 N2NS-SP1
EPL21494 POLLUTION INCIDENT RESPONSE MANAGEMENT PLAN

6

Regulatory Authorities and Project Personnel to be Notified

Below is a list of the relevant regulatory authorities and project personnel to be notified of any
pollution incident/s that trigger the implementation of this PIRMP.
Table 6-1: Contact Details Table
CONTACT

PHONE NUMBER / EMAIL

EPA Pollution Hotline

131 555 or (02) 9995 5555 (if calling from outside NSW).

Department of Health

02 9391 9000

Safe Work NSW

13 10 50

Narrabri Shire Council

02 6799 6899

Moree Plains Shire Council

02 6757 3222

Gwydir Shire Council

02 6724 2000

Trans4m Rail Environment Manager:
Michael Matthews

0448 167 261 / Michael.matthews@t4mr.com.au

Trans4m Rail Project Director:
Jon Holmes

0427 132 875 / jon.holmes@t4mr.com.au

Trans4m Rail Deputy Project Director:
David Lightfoot

0448 997 950 / david.lightfoot@t4mr.com.au

Trans4m Rail Construction Manager:
Cameron Pahor

0421 276 299 / cameron.pahor@t4mr.com.au

ARTC N2NS SP1 HSE Superintendent:
Justin Bate

0409 510 555 / jbate@ARTC.com.au

ARTC N2NS SP1 Senior Project
Manager: Tim Hale

0408 017 346 / thale@artc.com.au

Department of Primary Industries –
District office Ag & Fisheries: Inverell

02 6722 9845

Transport for New South Wales
(TfNSW) Inland Rail Manager: Wade
Hazelton

T: 02 6861 1678 | M: 0409 161 862

ARTC - Network Control

02 4902 9410

N2NS Environmental Representative

0417 170 645

7

Response Actions and Notification Procedures

The Trans4m Rail CEMP and Emergency Response Plan (7632-T4MR-PL-POS-002) includes
specific incident response actions to be carried out in the event of a pollution incident. These have
been considered in the development of this PIRMP.
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7.1

Responsibilities

Under the POEO Act, the following people have a duty to notify of a pollution incident occurring in the
course of an activity that causes or threatens material harm to the environment:
 the person carrying out the activity;
 an employee or agent carrying out the activity;
 an employer carrying out the activity; and
 the occupier of the premises where the incident occurs.
On the IR N2NS SP1 Project, the Project Director, the Deputy Project Director and the Environment
Manager (or delegates) must be notified immediately after a person becomes aware of a pollution
incident. The Project Director, Deputy Project Director or Environment Manager (or delegates) will
then be the point of contact for notifying ARTC and all relevant regulatory authorities.
Responsibility and notification processes for environmental incidents are documented in the Trans4m
Rail Construction Environmental Management Plan.

7.2

Internal Notification and Response Procedure

This procedure applies to all Trans4m Rail personnel, subcontractors and visitors who are
undertaking project-related activities on the Inland Rail N2NS SP1 project site.
Project personnel and subcontractors operating on the project must notify the relevant Trans4m Rail
personnel (i.e. their immediate Supervisor and / or Environmental Manager and / or member of the
Environmental Team) immediately upon becoming aware of an actual or potential environmental
incident whereby material harm is caused.
Below is a step-by-step procedure for notifying pollution incidents on the Inland Rail N2NS SP1
project:
STEP

PROCEDURE

1.








Assess the situation and if safe to do so, immediately rectify (stop the source) the pollution
source and control the migration of any pollution (contain the pollution).
This may include triggering the emergency shut of valve or turning the engine off, repairing the
location of the failure or rupture (plugging the hole), standing the container upright (jerry can,
IBC or other), constructing temporary bunds, using spill kits, creating diversion drainage, etc.
Deploy spill kits or other containment equipment.
Ensure access routes for spills to any surrounding drains or waterways are blocked.
If the pollution source cannot be controlled, external emergency services (NSW Fire Brigade)
must be immediately contacted on 000 or 112.

2.



Immediately notify the Trans4m Rail Supervisor, Environment Manager (or delegate),
Environmental personnel or Project Director or Deputy Project Director of the pollution incident,
giving details such as location, volumes of pollutants and circumstances of the incident.

3.



The notified Trans4m Rail Personnel will then inform the Environment Manager and the Project
Director who will arrange for notification to ARTC.
If the incident is not able to be contained by means of the Project, notify the emergency services
(refer Table 6-1) to aid in control of the incident.


4.



If the incident is near a fish habitat waterway, contact NSW Fisheries.

5.



If deemed to be required, the Trans4m Rail Environment Manager or the Project Director will
notify the EPA immediately giving the details as listed in Section 7.3 below.

6.



If additional information regarding the incident becomes known after the initial notification is
made, that information will be provided to the authorities immediately after it becomes known by
the Environment Manager.
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STEP

PROCEDURE

7.



The Project Director will coordinate the internal notification protocols for Trans4m Rail.

Figure 1: Internal Notification flowchart
Once the incident has been controlled, Trans4m Rail will investigate the event and response in
accordance with the procedures outlined in the CEMP.
Any follow up reports required by the Environment Protection Licence conditions will be submitted to
the EPA and ARTC by Trans4m Rail within the given timeframes.
This reporting would include, but not limited to;
 the cause of the incident,
 any environmental harm or potential harm caused, including the scale and nature of the harm,
 actions that have been undertaken to rectify, reduce or remediate the pollution incident,
 responsibilities for the incident, and
 actions to be implemented to avoid repeat occurrences of a similar incident.
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7.3

Regulatory Authority Notification

Pollution incidents posing material harm to the environment must be notified to the Environment
Protection Authority.
Project personnel and subcontractors must immediately notify the relevant Trans4m Rail Supervisor,
Environment Manager or member of the Environmental Team of any incidents that may trigger the
reporting requirements.
Notification will be made by Trans4m Rail to the EPA's Pollution Line on 131 555.
The relevant information about a pollution incident required to be reported consists of the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

the time, date, nature, duration and location of the incident
the location of the place where pollution is occurring or is likely to occur
the nature, the estimated quantity or volume and the concentration of any pollutants involved
the circumstances in which the incident occurred (including the cause of the incident if known)
the action taken or proposed to be taken to deal with the incident and any resulting pollution
or threatened pollution

If the information required by items (3) to (5) becomes known after the initial notification is made, that
information must be provided to the authorities immediately after it becomes known.
A person / project must notify even though the notification might incriminate members of the Project
Team.
However, the notification is not admissible in evidence against the person/project for an offence.

7.4

Emergency Services

If a pollution incident occurs, all necessary action should be taken to minimise the size and any
adverse effects of the release. If adequate resources are not available to contain the release and if it
threatens public health, property or the environment, the NSW Fire Brigade should be contacted for
emergency assistance - phone 000.
In addition, if advice is needed on cleaning-up the incident or on the disposal of any resulting waste
materials, EPA staff can be contacted 24-hours/day via Pollution Line on 131 555. If the NSW Fire
Brigade is called, they may notify the EPA if they consider it necessary. Notification by the NSW Fire
Brigade does not negate the need for person carrying on the activity or the occupier of the premises
to notify the EPA.

7.5

Contaminated Land

Any project activities that cause the contamination of land or owners of land who become aware that
the land has been contaminated must notify the EPA as soon as practicable after becoming aware of
the contamination the meets the legislative criteria.
The duty to notify is a requirement under section 60 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997
(CLM Act).

7.6

Community and Stakeholder Notification

Trans4m Rail has prepared a Community and Stakeholder Engagement Management Plan (7632T4MR-PL-PCS-001) which describes the project’s approach to managing community and stakeholder
engagement and meeting the community relations obligations of the Critical State Significant
Infrastructure Approval.
Community notifications associated with pollution incidents will be undertaken in line with the
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Management Plan and the Environment Protection Licence
(EPL21494).
To minimise the risk of harm, Trans4m Rail will keep the community informed of project activities
through the following:
 Project quarterly newsletters (hard copy) and monthly E-newsletter
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 Monthly project advisements
 Seven-day notification distributed to residents for specific impacts
 Site signage with contact details and information about the project
 Emergency works notification where emergency works are required
Notification to immediate neighbours and other stakeholders will be coordinated by the Environment
Manager and the Communications and Stakeholder Engagement Manager. The surrounding
community would be notified in the line with the following:
 Large release from sediment dam – downstream users notified via door knock, telephone or
letter drop
 Chemical spill entering waterway – adjacent residents notified via door knock, telephone or
letter drop

8

Hazards

Trans4m Rail have completed risk assessment of the N2NS Project and identified hazards. The risk
assessment is contained in Appendix C of the CEMP.
Hazards with the potential to cause a pollution incident include:
 Spills / leaks from plant;
 Chemical and fuel storage;
 Land contamination;
 Asbestos exposure;
 Unexpected finds i.e. contamination;
 Dust generation;
 Inclement weather; and
 Water contamination.

Revision No: 0

T4RM Document Number: 7632-T4MR-PL-PES-011
ARTC Document Number: 5-0018-260-PES-00-PL-0010

When printed this document is an uncontrolled version and must be checked against the Aconex electronic version for validity

Issue Date: 16/06/2021

Page 10

2600-0018 N2NS-SP1
EPL21494 POLLUTION INCIDENT RESPONSE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Table 8-1: Hazards
LOCATION

HAZARD

CONTROL MEASURES

Waterways / drainage lines
throughout the project area

Release of
water that
does not
comply with
EPL
conditions




Fuel spill



Refuelling areas / throughout
the project area where plant
and equipment are operating









CONSEQUENCE

LIKELIHOOD OF
MATERIAL HARM

ESCALATING FACTORS

Pollution of
waterways
downstream of site

Low




Flood event.
Unauthorised or
uncontrolled sediment pond
discharge

Implement Global Mandatory Requirements
Polluted soil /
refuelling
surface water /
groundwater
Environmental Control Maps
Implement mitigation measures from
Construction Environmental Management Plan
and Construction Soil and Water Quality
Management Plan
Implement Hazardous Chemicals
Environmental Control Map

Low




Vehicle accident
Failure of hydraulic
components
Works in close proximity to
waterway

Implement Global Mandatory Requirements
Implement mitigation measures from
Construction Environmental Management Plan
and Construction Soil and Water Quality
Management Plan
Implement ESCPs
Implement Water Quality, Erosion and
Sediment Control Map



Access roads and work
areas throughout the project
area in proximity to sensitive
receivers

Dust





Implement Global Mandatory Requirements
Reduction of local
air quality and
Environmental Control Maps
amenity
Implement mitigation measures from
Construction Environmental Management Plan
and Construction Soil and Water Quality
Management Plan

Low





High wind
Dry conditions
Works in close proximity to
sensitive receivers

Construction activities i.e.
earthworks and / or
structures.

Noise





Implement Global Mandatory Requirements
Reduction of local
amenity
Environmental Control Maps
Implement mitigation measures from
Construction Environmental Management Plan
and Construction Noise and Vibration
Management Plan

Low





Heavy vehicles/machinery
Piling
Dynamic compaction
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9

Pre-emptive Actions to be taken

Pre-emptive actions taken to minimise the likelihood of hazards occurring include:
 Project induction to inform personnel in relation to emergency preparedness and response;
 Ongoing training through toolbox talks, pre-start meetings and emergency drills;
 Implement CEMP, Construction Soil and Water Management Plan, Environmental Control
Maps and Site Environmental Plans and Erosion & Sediment Control Plans;
 Spill containment kits on site and training in their use;
 Dedicated (and trained) refuelling sub-contractor; and
 Water carts on site.

10

Inventory of Pollutants

The pollutants stored in significant quantities on the project are outlined in Table 10-1. This table will
be updated as required/works progress. A full list of chemicals/ hazardous substances used on the
project will be maintained in the Trans4m Rail SDS register.
Table 10-1: Inventory of Pollutants
LOCATION

CONTENTS

Pad 2

Chainage 641.000
Access off the Newell Hwy, Gurley

(29°41’16.6”S 149°48’12.3”E)\


MAX QUANTITY

COMMENTS

Quicklime
(Calcium Oxide)



90 m3



Stored in ISO tank

Diesel



3,000L



Stored in self bunded fuel
storage tank

Effluent



18,000



Stored in self bunded base
tank in amenities block
High-level warning alarm



Pad 4
Chainage: 663.900
Cnr Bulluss Drive & Industrial
Drive, Moree



Hazchem
container
contents per
SDS register



Small
quantities



Stored in accordance with
SDS requirements bunded
Hazchem container with a
capacity of 110% of the
largest container



Quicklime
(Calcium Oxide)



96 m3



Stored in ISO tank



Diesel



700L



Stored in self bunded fuel
storage tank



Diesel



8,800L



Stored in fuel truck



Effluent



18,000



Stored in self bunded base
tank in amenities block
High-level warning alarm
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11

Environmental Mapping Systems

11.1

Site Environmental Plan

As part of the Trans4m Rail CEMP requirements, a set of Site Environmental (SEPs) will be prepared
to aid in the identification and protection of significant environmental features associated with the
project. Minimum requirements of SEPs include:
 Specific measures included in the relevant Sub-Plans, activity method statements or
environmental control maps to prevent adverse environmental impacts.
 Relevant drawings showing:











Location and scope of works to be managed
Environmental constraints and ‘no go’ zones
Location and nature of environmental controls
Nature and frequency of monitoring for identified potential adverse impacts
Procedures for notification or incidents or hazards
Location of potential pollutants
Location of pollution response equipment
The surrounding area that is likely to be affected by a pollution incident
The location of any stormwater drains on the premises
The discharge locations of the stormwater drains to the nearest watercourse or water body

A copy of each of the worksites’ SEPs will be available to all Trans4m Rail personnel and
subcontractors and current versions are to be displayed at each of the worksite locations (i.e. Site
Workpacks), or in the supervisors vehicles where there is no fixed site facility.
The SEPs are working documents and will be updated throughout construction, as required.

11.2

Erosion and Sediment Control Plans

Erosion and Sediment Control Plans (ESCPs) are planning documents that clearly show the site
layout and the approximate location of erosion and sediment control structures on-site. They cover all
construction stages from initial site establishment through to rehabilitation when erosion and sediment
control are no longer required and are removed. ESCP will be developed and implemented across the
project where there is a risk of erosion and sediment loss.

12

Safety Equipment

The general location of spill kits and environmental controls will be detailed on the Site Environmental
Plans (SEPs) for each work area.
Safety equipment, controls and personnel protective equipment required for the works are detailed in
Safe Work Method Statements. The following safety equipment is utilised onsite:
 Iso tanks for quicklime (Calcium oxide) storage
 Bulk fuel stored in self bunded fuel storage tanks with suitable physical exclusion barriers in
place
 Small quantities of fuels/oils stored in bunded area with a capacity of 110% of the largest
container
 Spill kits at all active work areas and site compound locations
Trans4m Rail will ensure that that all personnel and subcontractors are trained in the requirements of
this plan, the implementation of associated procedures and the application of emergency equipment
and materials.
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A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) folder is kept within the chemical storage container.
Copies of all plans are readily available on site and supplied to all work crews.
Electronic copies of plans are available on Sharepoint and Project Pack Web.

13

Prepare, test and maintain

After preparation of this PIRMP, it is to be tested via a mock pollution incident at least annually to
ensure personnel are aware of the processes and responsibilities on site. This test may be
undertaken with a combined test of the Emergency Response Plan for the Project. Testing of this plan
and any supplementary amendments that are made are to be documented and stored with the Project
files and may be requested by the EPA at any time.
A PIRMP Test Tracking spreadsheet can be seen in Appendix A. A copy of the completed tracking
spreadsheet will be retained on the project network.
The PIRMP will be reviewed and maintained to ensure information in the plan is accurate and up to
date. The review process will occur every 12 months and within one month of any pollution incident
occurring. This will ensure any issues within the plan are identified and revised.
The Trans4m Rail Environmental Manager is responsible for reviewing the PIRMP.
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Staff Training

Trans4m Rail staff and subcontractors undertake a range of training to assist in the response to
potential incidents and to test the adequacy of incident response procedures and plans.
Requirements relating to incident notification and management is included in the project induction.
Toolbox talks will be presented to educate workers of preventative actions, controls, PIRMP updates,
site issues and environmental pollution incidents involved in the site.
The toolbox talk will present a chance for workers to raise any concerns or issues in the project and
PIRMP.
TYPE OF TRAINING

PERSONNEL

FREQUENCY

Site Induction

All site personnel



Once



Attendance record

Toolbox meetings

All site personnel



As required



Attendance record

Incident debrief

All site personnel



Following any notifiable
incidents



Attendance record

Plan testing

All site personnel



Once per year



Attendance record
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Appendix A : PIRMP Test Tracking Spreadsheet
DATE
TESTED

TESTED BY
(INCLUDE NAMES OF
ALL PEOPLE
INVOLVED IN
TESTING)

DETAILS OF TEST (E.G. NATURE OF
THE TEST, INVOLVEMENT OF
OTHER AGENCIES)
NOTE: TESTING MUST COVER ALL
COMPONENTS OF THE PLAN

e.g.

John Smith
(Environment Manager)



Revision No: 0

FINDING OF
TEST
(INCLUDING
ISSUES
IDENTIFIED)

NEXT
SCHEDULED
TESTING
DATE

Contact details,
map and pollutant
inventory out of
date

4/5/2022































































































































Desktop simulation – chemical spill
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Appendix B : Emergency Response – Spill or Release
Note
Ensure the safety of yourself and others prior to or when carrying our spill / release response and / or
recovery.
Actions during the Emergency
Is it contained (e.g. bunded) or uncontained (going to drain)?
Damaged / leaking containers should be addressed using the same
process.
Is it flammable, toxic, corrosive, etc.? Refer to label, signage, SDS,
etc.
Is the area safe, have you been trained, is it going to drain?
NOTE: If the spill is beyond your control at this point contact
the Chief Warden
Gloves, goggles, apron, respirator, etc. in accordance with the SDS.
For flammable substances (or assumed flammable substances)
remove energy supply to nearby switchboards, electrical
equipment, power points and flames, static or sparks.
Avoid slipping, creating sparks, or breathing in vapors
Use containment booms or rubber drain seal mats to prevent runoff
to storm water drains
Use pads, pillows, and other absorbent material to soak up spill and
then bag in labeled containers.
Report spill to area supervisor, complete the ARTC’s Part A Event
Summary Report and enter into the John Holland’s Event
Management (JHET) system.

1. Identify type of spill / release
2. Identify the material
3. Conduct risk assessment
4. Wear appropriate PPE
5. Eliminate ignition sources
6. Take precautions
7. Contain the spill/release
8. Clean up
9. Notify
Chief Warden

 The spill/release should be contained as soon as possible, using appropriate absorbents (booms,
absorbent granules, pads) if it is believed safe to do so, based on information at hand. Particular
attention should be paid to drains/water courses and these may need to be dammed using
appropriate bunding.
Person Discovering Or Responsible For The Spill/Release Or For The Clean Up
 The person responsible for the substance should manage the spill/release as specified on the Safety
Data Sheet (SDS) or by the manufacturer/supplier of the substance
 On arrival at the scene, if the spill/release is significantly large, adversely uncontained or in any other
way deemed unsafe ensure that the affected area has been evacuated
Important – Notifying Fire Brigade
 The Fire Brigade HAZMAT Team is to be notified immediately for any hazardous substance spill
beyond our control. This call should be made via ‘000’.
 The Fire Brigade should also be informed via a ‘000’ call if the spillage has caused evacuation,
entered drainage systems or is a size or nature that Site personnel have insufficient resources or
training to safely and effectively manage.
 All information regarding the spill should be reported to the Officer-In-Charge of the Fire Brigade on
arrival at the scene.
 Prevent unauthorised access to the area
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 Consideration should be given to site environmental conditions and a decision made as to whether
further evacuation of the area is required
 Ensure that persons assemble in a well-ventilated, safe area, upwind from the spill/release
 Considerations, instructions and advice relating to specific spill types must be followed for the safety
of colleagues, other persons and the environment
Oil and Grease Considerations:
 Stop the leak at the source
 Determine the type and size of the spill
 Protect storm water drains by forming barriers or blocking them
 Prevent any runoff into storm water drains - use the containment booms, located in the spill
prevention kits, to confine small spillages (up to 200L).
 Spills that cause or potentially threaten material harm must be notified to the relevant authorities
 Spills of 1000 litres or more must be reported to the JHG Regional HSEQ Manager
 Wear personnel protective equipment (PPE) located in the spill prevention kits to prevent skin and
eye contamination and to avoid breathing any vapor. PPE includes overalls, splash apron, eye
goggles, gloves (PVC or neoprene), footwear, and appropriate breathing apparatus.
 Clean up method will be dictated by the quantity spilled
 Emergency (Teflon pneumatic) pump for pumping out drains and holding pits. Spilled material must
be pumped into approved (degassed), sealed, and labelled 200L steel drums
 Cleaning equipment (mops, squeegees etc.) for directing liquid spills into the bund or holding pits
 Spill response kits for absorbing minor spills
 Ensure that the spill area has been appropriately cleaned, and is no longer a hazard.
Turbid / Sediment Laden Water
 Inform Supervisor of the release, exact location and the estimated volume magnitude
 If uncontrollable, notify N2NS Project Environment Manager or member of the Environment Team
 Divert flow away from existing waterways
 Create barriers and block any storm water drains
 Contain the spill by forming a barrier around the affected area. Establish emergency berm (earth or
sandbags) to contain trap storm water/sediment laden water or reduce flow. Where possible
turbid/sediment laden divert dirty water to suitably sized operational sediment control point or basin
device.
 Work on the source control / restoration of original control device e.g. tank, excavation, embankment
or basin
 Assess impact and devise remedial action for affected waterway and embankment
 Apply buffering solutions / agents or pump out if necessary
 Remove sediment build-up deposit
Powder and Dust Considerations:
CAUTION
SLIP HAZARDS – AVOID SPILL ZONE & STOP AREA ACCESS / TRAFFIC FLOW
TOXIC VAPOURS – MAXIMISE VENTILATION & WEAR BREATHING APPARATUS
FIRE HAZARDS - ELIMINATE IGNITION SOURCES & HAVE FIRE EXTINGUISHER READY
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 Identify any outside area, where the powder could be dispersed to the environment.
 Wear personnel protective equipment, located in the spill prevention kits, to prevent skin and eye
contamination. i.e. overalls, splash apron, eye goggles, gloves and rubber boots
 Wear a breathing mask or face mask to prevent inhalation of the powder.
 PREVENT ANY EMMISSION TO THE ENVIRONMENT. Where possible close doors and windows
in the vicinity of the spill. If a large amount of powder is spilled in an external area, organise cover
sheets to be placed over the spill to prevent dispersion from wind etc. during the clean-up time.
 Collect all of the material, by using one of the following methods:
 Vacuum Cleaner (check that the material is not explosive under pressure)
 Bulk tanker removal (vacuum pump)
 Emergency (Teflon pneumatic) pump
 Cleaning equipment (mops, squeegee, buckets, etc.)
 All materials must be contained in appropriate, sealed and labelled container
 Flush the remaining residue with copious amounts of water
 Contact the N2NS Environment Team, who will advise the correct disposal of all containers
according to the corresponding waste disposal procedures
 All materials used in the cleanup of hazardous powder materials (e.g. vacuum filters, mop heads,
tarpaulins, etc.) shall be considered contaminated with the hazardous substance(s) and must be
managed as hazardous wastes unless deemed otherwise by the Environmental Group
Dangerous Goods
CAUTION
IDENTIFY THE CLASS OF DANGEROUS GOOD (AS DESCRIBED BELOW) AND THE INHERENT
DANGEROUS PHYSICAL PROPERTY OF THAT CLASS (SEE PRODUCT SDS)
CONTROL THE IDENTIFIED DANGER OR ANYTHING THAT MIGHT INCREASE THE EXPOSURE TO
THAT DANGER
RESPOND TO THE SPILL AS PER ACTION STEPS OUTLINED FOR THE “PERSON ENCOUNTERING
THE SPILL/RELEASE” AT THE START OF THIS SECTION
Compressed Gases (Class 2)
Flammable Compressed Gases (Class 2.1) – may be ignited by heat, sparks or flames. Vapors may travel
to a source of ignition and flash back to cylinder. Gases present a vapor explosion hazard indoors, outdoors,
and in sewers. Vapors may cause dizziness or suffocation. Contact of gas on skin will cause severe
frostbite. Fire may produce irritating or poisonous gases.
Non-Flammable, Non-Toxic Compressed Gases (Class 2.2) – cylinders may explode in a fire. Vapours
may cause dizziness or suffocation. Contact of gas on skin will cause severe frostbite.
 Verify the leak source and identify the type of gas leaking
 Eliminate any hazards such as incompatible substances or ignition sources
 Take precautions - including the alerting of others in the area and isolating the situation
 Ensure appropriate personal protective equipment is utilised, this includes positive pressure selfcontained breathing apparatus and thermal gloves
 Control the leak and extinguish any fires
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Flammables (Class 3)
 Eliminate all sources of ignition
 Prevent any runoff into stormwater drains - use the containment blocks (booms), located in the
Hazchem spill kits, to confine the spillage
 Wear personal protective equipment (i.e. overalls, splash apron, eye goggles, gloves, rubber boots),
located in the spill prevention kits, to prevent skin and eye contamination
 Identify any fire risk
 Ensure ventilation systems are in full operation (adjust to suit where possible) and remain
operational until such time as the hazardous atmosphere dissipates
Oxidizing Substances; Organic Peroxides (Class 5)
 Class 5 substances will generate large amounts of oxygen when exposed to heat, metals and many
chemicals. High concentrations of oxygen can result in the initiation of severe fires in any
combustible material.
 All Class 5 substances shall be kept separate from other dangerous goods classes and any
combustible material by at least 5 metres in a well-ventilated area, or in an approved Class 5 storage
cabinet.
Toxic and Infectious Substances (Class 6)
 All class 6 poisons shall be stored in areas complying with the Dangerous Goods Regulations.
 Class 6 goods shall be kept at least 5 metres away from foodstuffs and dangerous goods of other
classes, or alternatively be separated by a liquid tight wall.
Corrosive Substances (Class 8)
Neutralise using soda ash - NEVER add water to corrosive substances
Hypochlorite Solution and Peroxide Acids - use glass or plastic equipment for storage for disposal. Avoid
use of all metals
Ammonia - volatile, containers can develop pressure with an increase in temperature. Do not store near
heat. Exercise extreme care when opening containers as they may be pressurised
Ammonia, Hydrochloric Acid, Acid Phosphoric, Acid Thioglycolic and Acid Sulphuric 98% -use full
face respirator with appropriate approved canister.

 Prevent any runoff into stormwater drains - use the containment blocks (booms), located in the
Hazchem spill kits, to confine the spillage.
 Wear personnel protective equipment (i.e. overalls, splash apron, eye goggles, gloves, rubber boots
and appropriate protective full face respirator), located in the spill prevention kits, to prevent skin and
eye contamination.
Actions after the Emergency
Person Responsible For The Spill/Release Or For The Clean Up
 All waste should be removed consistent with regulatory requirements and local waste disposal
procedures
 Complete an ARTC’s Part A Event Summary Report and enter into the JHET System.
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Internal Notifications:
 Trans4m Rail’s Project Director and Deputy Project Director.
 JHG Regional HSEQ Manager
External Notifications:
 ARTC
 Project ER
 EPA if a pollution incident causes or threatens material harm to the environment, including a spill,
leak or escape of a substance
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