CHAPTERIV
CHARLESTON, South Carolina
St. Michael'sl
William F. Wakeland
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f you had beenborn in 1740in Charleston,SouthCarolina,you would have
beenelevenyearsold when Governor JamesGlen signedthe bill establishing
the parish of St. Michael's in 1751.All throughyour teensyou could have
waohedthe daily progressof the buildingof the church and its wondrous steeple.
At the ageof twenty-one,you could have been among thosewho experiencedthe
triumph of attendingthe very first servicesin the newly completedchurch. You
might have joined those who felt the church was incomplete as it did not have
bells, a.soriginally planned,for announcingthe openingof the building and other
important momentsin the life of the new church. The parishionersfelt the lack
of a pipe organalso,but the wholetown pointedout the barenessof a magnificent
church tower with no bells swinging in it.
Respondingto thesepressures,David Deas, a church warden, began
correspondencewith a Charles Crockatt in England. The church vestry was
impressedwith Mr. Crockau'sreply, which included suggestionsfor fund raising
in England. After two years of letters sailing slowly back and forth acrossthe
Atlantic, finally one containedan order for eight swinging bells and a thirty hour
clock which would strike the quarters. The organ was to wait. The bells were to
be ca.stby kster and Pack with the largest weighing about a ton. The shipLinle
Carpenterdeliveredthis magnificentcargo to Charlestonin July of 1764.

Containedamongclock parts, bells, wheels,ropes,etc., was a little woodenmodel of how the
tiame wa^sto be madeto supportall that tonnageof dancingbronze. Installing the bells and clock was an
enormousprojectwhich tobk severalmonths and more money than planned.But on September21, 1764,
when you would have been twenty-four years old, the bells rang for the first time for the christeningof
lifle BetsyBramfield.The following day ttreytolled for their first funeral, the funeral of Martha Grimke.
From thesedays forward, and all the years since, the bells of St. Michael's have spokenas a symbol of
what historianGeorgeW. Williams calls Charleston'sreligioussensibilitiesand her civic pride.
We know someof the historyof thesebells through letters, minutesof the vestry, and newspaper
articles written at the time. Modern day changeringers would like more information on the manner in
which thesebells were rung. They were ordered with ropes, wheels, and, "each bell shall have a stay or
stopperto keepit ftom 0mbling." In an Anglicanchurchwith belts from England, this surely meantsome
form of change ringing, since that art form was over 150 years old by this time. Whenever the clock
struck the hour on the bells, it was a highly organisedevent. When the ringers pulled the ropes, surely
there was more organisationthan totally random ringing.
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This article lust appeared in the winter edition of the Clapper in 1989.
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Someinterestingevidencesupportrtr changerurging at St. Michael's comesfrom a feud between
JoshuaLrrckwood,a bell ringer and the clock keeper,and the churchslerk, John Brauncl,also a ringer.
The SouthCarolinaGazeftepublishedan announcementof a meetingof "all ringers" in April 116'7, arul
mentionedthe book of instructionswhich no one had seensinceiLsarrival becausethe clerk had kept it
to himselffbr six months.Nothing tells what the book of instructionswas: could it havebeena Steclman
publication?And if this were the first book of instructions,what methods,if any; had beenrung for the
pasttluee years?Mr. Braundwrote a lengthyreply, to clear his name,sayingthat no one had askedto
see it or he would have gladly given it. Then with sharpnessof word, he accusedMr. Lockw<xtdof
grcketingstxneof the moneypeoplehadpaidto climb thetower.Mr. Lockwood'sprinted reply explained
that Mr. Braund had money collectedfrom visitors who cameto watch the ringers. The questionthen
aroseasto who was to benefit from this collection. After a ringing celebrationfor the anniversaryof the
repeal of the StampAct, the ringers decidedto order somedrinks. Visitors were invited to join in by
contributingmoneyfor ttreparty. However, one gentlemanindicatedthat he had already paid at the door.
Mr. L,trckwootlthenaskedthe doorkeeperwho had authorisedthis charge for admission.It turned out to
have been clerk Braund. The money the doorkeeperhad collected this time was diverted to the
refreshment
fund, and thus a feud was spawned.The three lettersdescribingthe activitiesof the ringers
containatxrutthe only evidencethat changeringing was ever done at St. Michael's ttrwer. How long the
exercisecontinuedand in what form are unknown.
Thebellsbegantheirecclesiastical
dutieswith little Belsy'schristeningin late 1764.They began
expressingpoliticalopinionsin early 1765.Therewas reportedlyringingfirr the King's birthday,Guy
Fawkes'Day, andother ocsasionsshowing loyalty to the crown. But when hard feelings over the Stamp
Act calledfbr coloniststo demonstrateby holdinga mock funeral and burying a coffin labelled "American
Freedom,"the bells rang muftIed all day long. Newsthatthe StampAct had been suspendedand then later
repealedbroughtcheerful,unmuflled ringing. It was on the anniversaryof the oelebrationof the repeal
that the controversyaboutchargingpeopleto climb the tower began.
It is pxtssible
thatthisnonJiturgicalringing, which Williams calls "their civic functionof serving
as an index to the opinionsand attitudesof the colonists,"influencedthe actionsof Major PeterTraille
of the British Artillery when he had ttrebells takendown as spxrilsof war in 1782 while the British military
still trccupied
thecity. The bells were held tbr a ransomof 600 guineas,which was promisedby "twenty
citizens," but was not paid in time to save them from departurewith the last British fleet to leave
Charlestonharbor.
So theSt. Michael'sbellssailedaway on theFlora amidsta flurry of correspondence
to retrieve
them. A group from the churchcalledthe Memorialists wrote to the LieutenantGeneralof His Majesty's
Forces on the South District of Norttr America, declaring that the bells were the private property of the
individualswho hadgiven moneyto purchasethem. They were, therefore, privately owned and could not
be takenas war plunder by the Articles of Capitulation. When no action seemedto be taken at this level
of the military, the Commanderin Chief, Sir Guy Carlton,was approachedby letter in New York in April
of 1783.A responsefrom his office containedcopiesof leners sent earlier that year statingthat the bells
were to be returnedto Charleston.However, a copy of a letter to the Commanderfiom Major Traille told
thatthe bellshad alreadybeenshippedto Englandand were under the supervisionof a Mr. Robert Grant,
an agentof the British Government.
In October the Memorialistshad moved their correspondence
up to the Secretaryof War in
Ilndon witlt the samepleathat the bells were private property. However, Mr. Grant had long since sold
the bells back to the foundry where they were originally made, which was now owned by Mears and
Chapman.Thesesuccessors
to I-esterand Pack had recasttwo of the bells which haclarrived cracked. In
August,two monthsbeforethe Memorialistshad written the Secretarv.Mr. Paul LeMesurier. a member
l8

trf parliament,purchasedthe bells andplacedthem on the ship Lightning, bound for Charleston.This was
their third and famom trip acrossthe Atlantic when the bells were passengersfor twelve weeks with fbur
thoroughbredhorses,arriving safely in late November1783.
All of Charlestonwere startledat the suddenarrival of the bells. The Church's petitionto the
Secretaryof War had only recently been sent. The bells, which were therein describedso arduouslyas
"privateproperty," seemedto be quite public on their arrival home. The entire ciry declaredownership
andcelebrationat this point, andthe bells rang out again on December 13, 1783, at the anniversaryof the
Britishevacuationof Charleston.This statementof a political naturehappenedjust in time to savethe year
1783fiom being totally without the soundof St. Michael's bells.
The detailsof the life of the St. Michael'sbells between1783and 1862are filled with interesting
incidents regarding overzealousness
of ringing. The vestry continuallypassedresolutionsrestricting
rrngingwith considerableencouragementin this direction by the city council. Apparently the ringing for
"Private
Scrcieties"
often got out of hand. A list of occasionsfor which the bells continually rang indicates
that any excrlsefor ringing, either ecclesiasticalor civic, would do. The energy of the ringers must have
beenquite amazing,as nnglng was reduced,by decree,to only three hours a day, insteadof all day long.
The first hour of ringing was to be from 5 to 6 a.m. Ringing of fire alarms was done with such zeal that
two bells were broken in the 1830s.T\e Chicora carriedthe two bells back to Ensland and they were
returnedon the Osceolafor journeys number four and five.
The natureof the ringing in the fust half of the 1800sseemsto have changed.Historian Williams
concludedfrom his researchthat changeringrng died out with the first generationof ringers who failed
to raise a new generationof changeringers. The fact that Americans were making a concertedeffilrt to
be /er.rBritish after the wars with England may have had some influenceon this. A chiming mechanism,
playedby a distinguishedblack gentleman,describedas the "Chimer," from 1837to 1898(which also
marks QueenVictoria's first sixty-one years), appearsin a photographin Beesley'slllustrated Guide to
St.Michael's Church.There are numerousreferencesin Vestry decreesto chiming and tolling, implying
that no bzmdof ringerswas involved. One of the last dutiesof the bells, before being removed during the
Civil War, was to play "Home SweetHome" for a group of Confederatewar dead.
As Charlestonwas threatenedby Union frcxrpsin 1862,all bells in four churchesin the town were
removed,exceptthe largestof St. Michael's eight. Believingthat they would be safer in Columbia,the
bells were hauled to this citadel of the Confederacy.'However, when the ashessettledfollowing
Sherman'smarchto the sea,five of the St. Michael's bells were ruined and two were missing. Ironically,
the tenor bell which had been left in Charleston tower survived hundreds of days and nights of
bombardmentand was still announcingfue alarms. After the Northern troops had taken the tower, this
bell continued to serve as a flre alarm. The large number of fires and the vigor of the ringing were
reportedlyresponsiblefor a crack discoveredin the tenor after the war, so it joined the broken piecesof
iLsfive smaller sistersto return to England once again for recasting.
Charlestonresidentswere appalledto discover a customsduty of $1683 in gold had beenplaced
on their bells when they arrived home aboard the ship Gladstone.Letters were once more pennedto
ofFrcialsto requestretraction to this addedinsult to St. Michael's bells. This time, however, they were
describedas notbing private property. In the meantime, while negotiatiollswere going on, fund raising
efforts were in full swing, and with the aid of benefit conceftsby the choir, specialcollectionsetc., lhe
moneywas raisedin a poverty-stricken, war torn city so that the bells might ring again. Various texts of

2See
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thepreriodcreditthebellsof St. Michael'swith addingpurposeand directionto life as Charlestonworked
to reviveherself.It took more than a decadeof correspondence
and finally an act of the U .S. Congress,
introtlucedby a Northerner,to return the duty tax to the church which had been levied on the bells eleven
yearsearlier.
In 1879the tenor crackedonce againringing for tires. When the NorwegianshipAica carried
it back from England,it completedthe ninth Atlanticjourney for the bells.
It wasnature'sturn to ravagethe St. Michael'stower in the 1880s.Damageto the building caused
by a cyclonein 1885was hardly repairedwhen an earthquakecausedthe whole tower to settleinto the
groundatxruteight inchesin 1886.Picnres of the church during the Civil War and the two natural evenls
in the 1880sshow tremendousdevastationin eachcase.
About 1900 a verger, Charles Beesley,put togetherBeesley'slllustrated Guide. This guide
containsan excellentphotographof the bells showingsomeof the wheelsand frame. All appearto be in
good condition,but there are no staysor even ropesshown. It is generallybelievedthat the tower was
consideredunsafefor the swirging of bellsbecausethe earthquakeweakenedthe structure. Many accounls
of the hells chimingfor specialdays are noted through the first part of the 20th century, the return of the
doughtxrys
afterWorld War I being an exampleof one of thejoyous tasks.By the end of World War II,
their perfirrmancewas confinedto being struck by hand, and the clock, which had faithfully struckthe
bells throughnearly two centuries,ceasedfunctioningabout 1946.
With the 20th century'spenchantfor electriffing everythingwhich requireshuman effort, the
clock and the chiming operationof the bells were modernizedwith electricalactions.While historian
Williams acknowledgedthe loss of the human element,he was overjoyedwith the "modernization"
becausethe bellscould oncemore be heardin Charleston.Along with hymn tunes, the organist could now
play changeson the electrical keyboardlocatedin the balcony of the church. Mr. Williams went to
Englandin the 1940s or early 1950sto studychangerirging so that he could encouragethis activity. Since
thattime, chiming of changeshasbeenundertakenby reading them from musical notation. In 1976 it was
announcedthat a peal had been rung in honor of the bicentennialof the country. Attempts by the North
AmericanGuildof Chzurge
Ringersto learn more aboutthis "peal" revealedthat it was accomplishedby
severalpersonstaking turns over a threehour period, playingratherrandomchangeson the keyboard,
believingthat the main objectivewas to maintainringing for a period of threehours.3
Someparishioners
at St. Michael's, Charlestonfeel that it is an indignityto have changeringing
bells which no longer swing. Hr)wever,the woodenframe is in unusablecondition,with metal pieces
bolted to it to keep it from simply falling apart with its own weight. The project to restore this fantastic
tower to its former gbry, when the bells may truly come alive to speakto this task, may have to wait for
a generationwith more pride in the human touch than ours. There is no doubt that thesefabuloushistoric
treasures,presentlyresting in a kind of musicalgraveyardhigh abovethe street,will again inspire a
leadershipto greatnesssometime in the future. Then both St. Michael's Church and Charlestonmay rise
to a level of pride in their calling which they so richly deserve,and once, long ago enjoyed.
The authoris indebtedto the presentHistorianof St. Michael's, Hilliard Rudicell, for assisting
with information and leading a tour of the tower for the Muncie ChangeRingers. The tower stepsare
badly worn by the treadof thousandsof ringers, clock winders, and others including George Washington
and Henry Ford. Few now have reasonto climb thesedusty stairs to seethe broken wheels, but the clock

See Appendix IV.

mechanismis still the original, though electrified now, and the mechanicalchiming gear restsquietly in
its dirty corner. In the balcony is the electric keyboardwhich presentlyworks on sevenbells, and on its
musicrack are someerroneouschangeswritten in musical notation in pencil. All this is waiting patiently
for a generationthat will care.
References:
A Guideto St.Michael's Church, Charleston,editedby Quattlebaumand Pinckney,1979.
St.Michael's,Chnrleston,l75l - /951, GeorgeW. Williams, Universityof SouthCarolinaPress,1951.

Editor'.r Notes
1.
Sincethis article was written in 1989,the St. Michael'sbells havemadeyet one more trip both
waysacrossthe Atlantic. They were re{edicated on IndependenceDay 1993. Further, the 1764clock has
beencompletelyre-built and is now back in the tower andfunctioning.In this connectionthe author wishes
to add the followins footnote to his article:
The authorand all other membersof the North American Guild are delightedthat the St.
Michael's tower was completelyrebuilt with a new fiame and refurbishedbells and
trearingsafter the destructionof Hurricane Hugo in 1989. The articles of recent days in
the Clnpperare triumphantreportsof many dedicatedand hard working individuals who
felt the wonderftrlheriuge of this excellentsetof historic changeringing bells. W.F.W.
"peal." ln1976 Edward Martin, a
2.
Recentlymore informationhas come to light regardingthis
North AmerisanGuild member,was in touch with GeorgeWilliams, the historian, who passedon to him
the name of the captain of the team which had made this attempt. SeeAppendix IV.
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CHAPTERV
NEW YORK CITY, New York
Holy Trinity Church
J. Michael Simoson

he bells, installedn 1797, were the fourth peal of changeringing bells
to be hung in the United Statesof America and the last before the
"Holy
Revolutionary War. It was very tempting to title this chapter
"
Trinity, New York - The Facts. A number of earlier reports about thesebells
have appeared.Somewere in The Ringing World ffom the pens of such people
as Dr. Arthur Nichols,andthe author of one of the Central Council's Overseas
Committeerepons,as well asfrom RonaldDove in his invaluableGuide. Ernest
Morris also tackled subjectin Bells of All Nationr. Most have containedsome
element of fact, but all were contradictingeachother. Now it seemsthat the
"horse's mouth" has
been locatedand this containsnew documentationin the
form of a letter from the WhitechapelBell Foundry dated March 1982 and a
copy of an article from Tinity Newsof Derember 1985. Even thesetwo contain
one or two small inconsistencies.
The detail containedin the letter from the
foundry leadsone to believethat it is the most accurate.
The f-rst church built on this site burned to the ground in the late 1780s.This church had a bell,
or bells, dependingupon which report one considersto be the most reliable. One theory is that there was
only the one bell zutdthis wasgiven to the church by the Bishop of London in 1700. Another story agrees
only upon the date and suggeststhat eight bells were given by QueenAnne. Constructionof the second
churchcommencedsmlnafter the fue andwascompletedby l7%. The bells for the new church were cast
by ThomasMearsand shippedon the good ship Favoite in 1797. The details of the bells are as follows:

Treble
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifttl
Sixth
Seventh
Tenor

Diameter
'2ft8in
2ft9 in
3ft0in
3ft2l-rl'
3ft5in
3ft7in
3 ft ll in
4ft5 in

Note
D
C#
B
A
G
F#
E
D

Weight
787lbs
799lbs
978lbs
1072lbs
1406lbs
1549lbs
2046lbs
2665lbs

All the bells were suppliedwith wheels,stays,sliders,etc., as requiredfor Iilll circle ringing, and the
small bells were of sufficient weight for that type of ringing.
By 1845four of the bells had developedcracks and were recastby the foundry. After recasting
the weights were reducedslightly and one bell was one inch smaller in diameter. The new dimensions
were:

Treble
Second
Fourth
Seventh

Diameter
2ft8in
2ft9in
3ftlin
3 ft ll in

Note
D
C#
A
E

Weight
8 1 6l b s
765 lbs
1042lbs
2026lbs

The reca"sting
wa"sczrriedout by Charlesand GeorgeMears who alsosuppliedan additionalbell in 1850.
This was a flat secondand the dimensionsare as follows:

2frllin

C

800lbs

In 1909they were aqmented further by Meneely'sof Troy, NY, by the addition of one more bell
which bequneknown asthe "Upper Treble. " At the sametime Meneely also recastthe tenor, which had
developeda crack. The dimensionsof the new bell and the recasttenor are as follows:
Upper Treble
Tenor

2 ft 2 in
4 ft 5t/2in

E
D

392lbs
2688lbs

The "Upper Treble" is noticeablylighter thanthe otherbells. This is becauseis was cast as a chiming bell.
It did not needthe extra weight to make it audibleamongthe heavierbells, as is requiredin a changeringingpeal.
The White,chapel
reportof 1982statedthat all the bells appearsoundand, though fair in tone, are
reastlnably
well" in nrne.The scienceof tuninghas improvedvastly over the years, and thesebells
haveneverbeenrunedtogetheras a peal. Exceptfbr the tenor, the older bells still retain their canons,but
what is perhapsof greater importanceis that they still retainthe cast-iniron clapperstaples.Thesecan
causeproblernsdue to rust and the consequentexpansion,and are frequently the causeofthe cracking of
olderbells. The older bells are hung on woodenheadstocks
madeof elm and the whole assemblyis still
in the originzrlo:rk frzune.The fbundry is of the opinion that they have never been swung, so this rules out
any chancethat they were ever rung full circle to changes.They are presentlyrung by electric solenoicls
which are alsoconnectedup to the clock, which strikeson the quarterhours.
"ttnly

A newspaper
article datedJuly 4, 1860mentiorsthat a great variety of patriotictuneswould be
playedon the Holy Trinity bells.
Thesebells may neverhavebeenrung to changesbut they may have been chimed in changes.The
Triniry Nelvs article statesin one paragraph:
In 1946,:m American'fust' evolvedfrom the factsthat it was difficult to get competent
ringers and that the public preferred 'tunes' to 'changes'(rhythmic patternsrung on a
mathematical,rather than a melody basis). As ttre No,v York Herald Tribane reported,
"The
bellsof Trinity Church...arenow soundedby counterbalancedhammers in the first
applicationin the United Statesof this principle to the ringing of church bells." The tune
producedis similar to that of Westminsterin London. The bells can also be played from
a keyboard near the organ in the chancelof the church.
Sincethe end of World War II contacthas been made with the church, by <Jifferentringers, with
a view to encouragingrestoration.[n the early 1990s,three North American Guild members,Richard
Dirksen,GeoffreyDaviesand PeterTroffnan,met with the organist, but budgetaryrestrictions at the time
precludedany chanceof a full restorationof this peal. The door has not beenclosedand sucha scheme
could becomea reality in the future.

CHAPTERVI
QTIEBBCCITY, Provinceof Quebec
Holv Trinitv Cathedral
J. Michnel Simoson

his Cathedral,erectedby royal edictof King George III, was constructed
by membersof the Royal Corps of Engineers and was consecratedon

August28, 1804,makingit the frst Churchof EnglandCathedralin
Canada. It is situated almost on the very spot where Quebec City founder,
Champlain, sat down to pow-wow, and smoke a peacepipe, with the native
peoplein 1608. In thosedays a large elm tree occupiedthe site and was blown
down in a storm in 1845.Wood from this tree was usedto build the bishop's
chair, which is still in use. On April23,1828 an appealwas launched,and on
May 15, 1828, at a meetingof the congregation,it was resolvedthat a ring of
eightbells shouldbe orderedfrom ThomasMears of London. The bells, tenor
just over l6Vz cw, arrivedwith the springfleet in 1830. The cost was f2800.00.
The subscriptionlist wztsheadedby His Excellency, Sir J. Kempt, who gave f50, and the Bishop
gavea like amount.Sir J. Sherbrooke
gave f7'7, andthe sum of $7.l0s givenjointly by William Palton,
JtlnathonWintele and C.F. Aylwin Esquires.The VenerableArchdeaconMountain gave f20. The
remainderof the requiredamountwas raisedby the parishioners.
The Bells:
Treble
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Tenor

Diameter
2tt5% in
2ft6in
2 fr.7Vain
2 ftgvztu:,
2 ft llin
3 ft.2Vqn
3 t\4Vz'n
3 ftgvrlul'

Note
F
E
D
C
Bb
A
G
F
Total Weight

Weight
654lbs
704lbs
744lbs
794lbs
893lbs
I 1 2 7l b s
1253lbs
l852lbs
8021 lbs

The bells were rung fbr the fust time on Wednesday,October 20, 1830, when Lord Aylmer took
the Oathsof Office as Administrator of the Governmentof Lower Canada.The ceremony took place at
the ChAteauSt. Louis, Sir JamesKempt, the retiring Governor, being present. The Cathedralbells rang
out for the first time, to the accompanimentof a salutefrom the Citadel, as a welcome to His t ordship.
The Quebecnewspaperstatedon October 26th:
The bells of the English Cathedral were first chimed on the occasionof l-ord Aylmer
taking the Oathsof Office as Administrator of the Government. They have been hung
with great ingenuityin the belfry by Mr. Cole of St. John Street, who as we understand
is an experiencedcampanulist,and is instructing someyoung men of the city in the art

of ringing. The tonesof the Quebecbells are particularlymellow; althoughthe ropes
have not yet beenfixed and they have beenrung only by hand, their full effect has not
yet beenascertained.This is the first peal of bells that hasbeenhung in this country.
There seemsto be little infbrmationaboutringing here after that time, thoughit is known that
Ernest Weatherhy, recently arrived in Canada,spentsome little time here in l910 and attemptedto
organizea band. There are somepicturesin the ringing chamberof the membersof a band activehere
in theearly 1930s.It couldbe assumed
fiom these,judging by the numbergentlemenin eachphotograph,
that ringing of somevariety was in a healthystateduring thoseyears.
In 1953Harry Cutmorearrived in QuebecCity from England.On learningthat therewere bells
in thetower,he persuaded
the verger, a Mr. Williams, to teachhim to ring. He soontalkedothers,John
Champion,JohnDickinson, David Etheridge,Ray Francis,JohnKeithly, Eddie Nation, GeorgePoulin,
BruceSadler,and Chris Wilson, to mentiona f'ew, into joining him. This band rang regularlyfor about
l6 years.Harry Cutmorewasthe captainup until 1969,when he movedfrom the area. Thesemusthave
been the Holy Trinity ringers concernedin the article written in 1956, by an English visitor Audrey
Bailey, reporting toThe RingingWorld on ringing at St. Matthew's, Quebec.A few mclnthslater she
reponedagainand said that practiceswere now beinghetdhere every two weeks.
Six years later, Tony Collins, clf Vancouver,reportedin TheRinging World of August9, 1963
thathehadrung herein 1961andthattherewi$ a strugglingband. A subsequent
report in 1966,from the
samesource,confirmedthat there was a bandhere and suggested
that the Captainwas a David Bulleid.
This would seemto be incorrect,fbr althoughthis gentlemanwas associatedwith the Cathedralfbr many
years, it is not known that he was ever a ringer.
In 1967,Canada'sCentennialye'dr,a bilingual,ecumenicalserviceof celebrationwas held in the
Cathedral.Choirsfrom the Basilica,St. Matthewsand ChalmersWesleychurchjoined the Cathedral
Choir. The hells were rung beforehandand the ringing and ttreservicewere televisedacrossthe whole
country.
Since1970thlstower has beenvisitedby ringersfiom the North AmericanGuild. Accordingto
Bill Jackson,organiserof that first visit, therewas a strugglingbandhere then. To mark this occasiona
half peal of Plain Bob Major was rung. No detailsof the band are available.The Very Rev. Allen
Goodings,Dean of the Cathedral,alwaysextendeda very warm welcometo all the visiting ringersand
he learnedto handlea bell so that he couldjoin in the ringing. Guild memberswere later able to repay
his kindnessby ringing for his enthronementas Bishop of Quebecand by making him an Honorary Life
Member of the Guild. Almost without exception,once a year since then, on the US Memorial Day
weekend,ringersfromthe New Englandarea,ottenjoined by othersfrom further afield, travel here for
two daysof ringing, and are still greetedvery warmly.
The first peal on the bells was Double Norwich Court Bob Major. This was rung on October 7,
1972,just after the formation of the North American Guild, and was conductedby the then secretaryof
the Guild, William Jackson.The secondpealfollowed the very next day and was Grandsire Triples which
was conductedby Marjorie Batchelor.

CHAPTER VII
PHILADBLPHIA, Pennsylvania
St. Peter
J. Michael Simpson

heseeight bells with a tenor of | 8 cwt were castby ThomasMears II
andhung in lMZ, makingPhiladelphiathe first city in the USA to have
fwo setsof changeringrngbells. It was recommendedimmediatelyafter
the installationof the bells that they shouldnot be rung "in full chime" for 12
months in order that the mortar in this brick tower be given ample time to
hardenand cure.
In 1843ThomasLe Sage,known to have beena changeringer, was
hired as the church bell ringer, thoughthe Decemberminutesof the church
committeerefer to a "communicationof bell rinsers" from which it is saf'eto assumethat the bells were
rung by a band, not by one person.
In lM1 the ringersrefusedto ring on Sundaysunlessthey were paid an extra $30 tbr ringing on
public occasions.The vestry declinedthis requeston the groundsof lack of funds. In 1848ThomasLe
Sageresignedand no further mentionof a bell ringer, or ringers, is to be found. It may be concludedthat
no attemplswere madeat changeringing after that time.

CHAPTER VIII

MONTRBAL, Provinceof Quebec
Notre DameBasilica
J. Michael Simpson

onstruction of this Basilica was started in 1824 and, except for the
twin towers,wascompleted
by 1829.In 1841building commencedon
"Pers€vdrance"
the towers. The west tower was named
and now
"one
containsa bourdon bell, describedin the church brochure as
of the
world's most famous bells." Named "Jean-Baptiste,"this bell was cast in
1848by Charlesand GeorgeMearsandweighsover 25,000 lbs. It is said that
thebell canbe heardat Mont SainrHilaire, a distanceof over 2l miles. The
east tower, which was completedin 1843, is named "Tempdrance" and
containswhat the brrrchurecalls "a ten-bell carillon" from the samefoundry.
However,Dove's Guideand otherssay that originally thesebells were hung
for changeringing. The tenor weighs5852 lbs. So far no evidencecan be
found that they have ever been rung to changes.They are heird, not
infiequently,on radio and televisionprograms,and they appearto havean excellenttone. Suchringing
is always of the continentalEuropeanstyle which bearsout the report, below, that they are rung by
electricmotors,
TheBell Nelv.rof October3l , 1896hasan interestingarticlereviewing, amongother things, some
of the North American towers containingchangeringing bells. This is under the headingof "Musings"
and is written by "An Old Contributor." One short paragraphrefers to thesebells, as follows:
Montrealhasa ring of ten, off the samestricklesas Bow and York Minster, with the front
six only hungfor ringmg,and a small eight simply hung up to beams,tunesbeingplayed
on them by clockwork and barrels.
Tony Collins, liom Vancouver,attemptedto inspectthe bells in 1964but was refusedpermission.
He was reliably informedthat all the bells are now rung by electricmotors.

CHAPTERIX
LONDON, Ontario
St. Paul'sCathedral
J. Michael Simpson

n 1853 a ring of six bells, cast by Charles & George Mears, was
installedin this tower. The only evidencethat changeringing took place
here is to be found in a set of rinsers' rules datins from 1870 and
signedby a G. Bawden.Theserules are identical, to the letter, to the rules
fbund in Trivitt Memorial Church, Exeter, Ontario. (SeeFig. 4 on page
56). In eachinstancerule two statesthat "Every young Ringer shall pay 25
cents the firsttime he rings any changes."Again rule four reads: "Each
ringer shallattendat the Belfry at 8 o'clcrckp.m. every Monday throughout
the year (unlessa different time is appointedat the last ringing night) for
the purposeof improving themselvesin ChangeRinging." No further
reportsof changeringing during the yearshavebeenfound.
It is reasonableto supposethat therewere still somechangeringers
in London in 1890when the ringers of Exeter, apparently,copiedtheir
rules. However, in 1883the LondonFree Pressreported:
The new machineryfbr ringing of the chimesat St. Paul's Churchhas beencompleted,
afier a great deal of labor, and proves most efficient. The sexton,Mr. Pinnell, is in
chargeof ringing the bells which may be heardon Sundaysand during practicehours,
gruring forth the melulies which are so familiar and pleasingto Londonersand attractive
to the strangerswithin our gates.This duty, which until lately, requiredsix personsto
perfbrm after the mostprimitive mode, is now done by the sexton alone, by meansof an
ingeniouszlrrangement
of ropes,pulleys and springsconnectedby a wooden ftamework.
The six Mearstrellswere removedfrom the tower in l90l when a new Gillett & Johnstonchime
tlf ten bells was given by the Meredith family, prominent in London, Ontario, in memory of John
WalsinghamCooke Meredith, who drowned, along with 300 other personson May 24, 1881,when a
pleasuresteamercapsized.The ten bellswere recastin 1935by Gillett & Johnstoninto a chime of eleven.
Five of the old Mears bells were removedto St. Catherines,Ontario, and no trace of them can
now be found. T\e lnndon Evening Free Pressof January31, 1949tells the story of the remaining bell:
A BELL, almost 100yearsold and long unusedwill ring again. The old bell, soon to ring
fbr servicesin a new chapelwas castby C. & G. Mears Foundersof London, England,
especiallyfbr St. Paul's Cathedralhere, three [five] years after the cathedralwas rebuilt
in 1848 [8461, and was boughtby shillingsandpenceby public subscription.
Oneof the original six bells it was replacedabout1901with the presentMeredith
memorial bells and removed to Woodland Cemeteryto toll for funerals, but was never
[rarely] used.The other five bells were takento St. Catherinesto be usedthere. Now

green with age and minus iLsclapper, the 600-pounderhas been brought back to be
installedin the small tower on Cronyn Hall for servicesin the new St. Aidan Chapel.
The bell, repaired,will be hung in a rocking mounting which will allow it to ring freely,
not as a bell being tolled. It is approximately30 incheshigh and 30 inchesacrossthe
throat and is madeof a specialbell metal, two parts copperand one part'tin.

CHAPTERX
NEW WBSTMINSTER, British Columbia
Holy Trinity Cathedrall
Alan F. Ellis

"ringable" peal of bells is the octave at Holy Trinity
oldest
l-lanada's
Cathedral,QuebecCity (Mears 1830). The secondoldestring is
t
\./
also in QuebecCiS/ at the former St. Matthew's Church and now
known as the BibliothEqueSt. Jean(library) (Warners 1885).What is not
well known to the majority of ringers is that there was an additional ring of
eightbells. Thesewere not asold asthoseat Holy Trinity but yet older than
those of St. Matthew. Unfortunately,all but one were destroyedin the
greatfire of 1898.
The site of the capitalof British Columbia was chosenin 1859.
When QueenVictoria was askedto name the new capital, she namedit
after Westminster,London. Hence it becameNew Westminster.It is still called the Royal City, even
today, becauseit was namedby Her Majesty.
The constructionof the first churchcommencedin 1860, with the corner stonebeing laid on May
22, 18ffi andthe dedicationtakingplaceon December2, 1860.It was a wooden church capableof seating
300 people.The first Rector of Holy Trinity was the Rev. John Sheepshanks,
who later becameBishop
of Norwich. His first rectory was nothingbut a log shack,not even a cabin, and measured7 ft by l0 ft.
Bishop Hills, formerly Vicar of Great Yarmouth, was consecratedin WestminsterAbbey on
February24, 1859, and becamethe first Bishopof British Columbia,with his SeeCity beingVictoria,
VancouverIsland.At that time VancouverIsland was a separatecolony and not part of British Columbia.
It wasn'tuntil November19, 1866that VancouverIslandamalgamated
with British Columbia,which in
turn became a Provinceof Canadaon July 20th, 1871,four years after Confederation.He had been
promiseda pealof bellsfor his Cathedralby Miss Angela(laterBaroness)Burdett-Couttsof l-ondon. Miss
Burdeu-Couuswas a philanthropisof wealthy lineageand had already given a peal of bells in 1850 to St.
Stephen,RochesterRow, Westminster.The peal shehad castfor BishopHills in September1861,also
by Mears, wa.sa sisterpeal. Recordsfrom the WhitechapelBell Foundry show that the samegaugeswere
used,althoughwith slightly different settings,for eachpeal. The weight of the RochesterRow bells was
listed,at the time, as a tenor of 24 cw 0 qtrs 18lbs in D, whereasthe peal for BishopHills had a tenor
of 25 cwt 2 qtrs 8 lbs. She alsodonateda peal of bells to St. Stephen's,Carlisle.
Now, you say, how could a peal of bells, which were castand dedicatedto St. Stephen,arrive
at the church of the Holy Trinity, in New Westminster?Did Miss Burdett-Coutmorder them with that
inscription with the hope that Bishop Hills would name the new cathedral after St. Stephenor was it
somethingelse?Nobody has recordedthis little, but important detail. The British Columbiannewspaper
of May 14, 1862, repofted the following:

'This

article first appearednThe Clapper, Vol. 19, No. 3, Summer 7992.
??

HANDSOME PRESENT
Mlss Burdeu-Coutlshas presentedto the EpiscopalChurch of this ciry a handsomepeal
of bells,conslsting
of eight,the largestof which weighsupwardsof 2,'700lbs. They cost
in England$8,000 and will be a great acquisitionto our city. They havejust arrived in
Victoria,V.I.
At the time of their arrival there was no churchor cathedraldedicatedto St. Stephen,in either
Victtrriaor in New Westminster.
The inscriptionon the bells read as follows :
Presentedto
The CathedralChurch of St. Stephen,
New Westminster,British Columbia
by Angela GeorginaBurdett-Coutls,
A.D. l86l
The word "Wlvlom" appearson ttreoppositeside of the remainingbell. What words were given
to the other sevenbells has only recentlybeendetermined.2
The Rev. D.W. Duthie, in his book Bishop
in the Roughreportedhis observationsof the bells' arrival in Victoria:
Abut tltistime we heardin theVictoria, V.1., newspaperof a beautifulpeal of bells for
the Bishop'schurch at Victoria, given by Miss (afterwartlsLady) Burdett-Coutts.And
in due time the arrival of the ship with the bells was chroniclecl.I happenedto be in
Vicbria at the time, and meetingmy good tiiend Mr. Holbrook, who also chancedto be
down there, we agreedto go on board the vesseland have a look at them. Accordingly
we went on board, iurd, the hatchesbeing open, we looked down and saw one or two of
the bells being uncovered.I climbeddown into the hold and read the inscriptionon the
tenor bell, and I rememberedwell the shoutof delightwith which I called up to Mr.
Holbrook, who was looking down from the deck above,to tell him that the inscription
was for the Churchof St. Stephen,New Westminster.There was always a good deal of
rivalry and jealclusybetweenVictoria and New Westminster,and we knew that every
effort would be made by the peopleof Victoria to retain the bells there. With regard to
this fine peal of bells, it is true that our church was not dedicatedin the name of St.
Stephen,yet the crucial point, we thought,was the place, and as they were inscribecl
'New
Westminster' we believed and maintainedthat of right they were ours.
The fight was on! BishopHills wantedthem for his church, Christ Church in Victoria, but the
bellssaid New Westminster.However, therewas no St. Stephen'sin New Westminster.In fact there was
no cathedral in New Westminster, becauseHoly Trinity did not become the cathedral church of the
Dioceseof New Westminsteruntil October14th, 1892.New Westminsterbecamea Dioceseof its own
in 1879,when the former singleDioceseof British Columbiawas split into three. BishopHills retained
the Dioceseof British Columbia, Christ Church, Victoria, eventuallybecomingthe Cathedral.
The ReverendMr. Duthie continued:

'Sce
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We took measuresaccordingly, and got up a public meeting and begana movementfor
the erectionof a bell tower, and memorializedthe Bishop. And, in short, we showed
ourselvesso unirnimousand insistentthat we gainedour point, and in a few weeks' time
(actually three years!!) the bells were depositedon the banks of the Frazer (Fraser)
River.
as follows:
TheBritish Colunbiannewspaper,on May 21,l862,recorded the discussions
THE PEAL OF BELLS.
We noticedlast week the arrival at Victoria of a handsomepeal of eight bells, being a
presentfiom Mlss Burdett-Coutlsto the EpiscopalChurchof this city. It now appearsthat
'St.
upon each bell is stamped
Stephen's Cathedral, New Westminster, British
Bishop,
Columbia'; and ttratthe
takirg advantageof a mistake in the name of the edifice,
has detained the bells in Victoria until he can negotiatethe donor for a transf-erof the
terms of the gift, and expropriatethe covetedpeal to St. John's Church, Victoria.
WhetherMiss Coutlswill allow herself to be bamboozledby the Bishop into compliance
with such an extraordinaryproposal,and thereby, in a sense,break faith with British
Columbia,remainsto be seen.We scarcelythink, however, she will permit herself to be
placedin so falseandsilly a pcrsition,simply to gratiff the greed of a Bishop. We do not
know what sort of stuff our Episcopalianfriends here are made of, but judge they must
be composed of very different metal from most men if they submit tamely to such
high-handedand unfair procedureeven in their Bishop. Even had no locality been
indicated by the donor, surely the capital of British Columbiawould have a stronger
claim than the town of Victoria. But when, as is the case,the locality is most distinctly
named, we do think it is in exceedingbad taste for that dignitary to interfere fbr the
purpose of gratifliing his own ambitionat the expenseof justice and the peopleof this
colony. The adherentsof the Church of England in this city and Colony ought to take a
respectful and decided stand, and, by immediate action, counteractthe Bishop's
representations,or misrepresentations,
to Miss Coutts.BishopHills would do well to
avoid that which he is alreadystronglysuspected
of, i.e. becomingtoo much localized
in his views andfeelings,elseit may be found necessaryto have his name changedftom
'GEORGE
COLUMBIA'to 'GEORGE VICTORIA' and procurea new Bishopfbr this
Colony.
That was surely telling him!
Eventually, Bishop Hills relentedand permittedthe bells to go to Holy Trinity, hencebells
dedicatedto St. Stephenwoundup at the Holy Trinity churchin New Westminster!Nowhere is it recorded
asto what Miss Burdeu-Couttshad to say about all this, but presumably, she was not happy that the bells
did not go to a cathedraldedicatedto St. Stephen!On June 21, 1862, The British Columbiannewspaper
carried a letter to the editor:

Sir, It mayinterestyourreaders
to knowthatthe ChurchCommitteeof Holy Trinity met
yesterdayto take into consideration
the Bishop'spropositionrespectingthe chimeof
bells,andthatthe followingwastheresultof the meetingviz:
Resolved- Thatplansandspecifications
for a Bell Tower be at onceobtainedby
a committee,suchcommitteeto consistof Messrs.Armstrong,CreaseandManson.

Resolved- That a committeebe namedto commencecollectingsubscriptionsat
once.
The committeenominatedfbr sucha purposebeing Messrs.Crease,Holbrook,
Armstronsand Brown.
Your ohed'tserv't.

A.T. Bushby.
NewWestminster,
BC, 18thJune1862.

The collectionof funds fbr a bell tower had obviouslycommencedonce the bells were finally
awardedto Holy Trinigr, but when they arrived, the tower was Stillnot complete. The planned 100 ft. high
wtxxlentower neededa strongfoundationandto this end the schoonerAlphabrought 70 tons of stonefrom
Salt Spring Islandfor the foundation,as reportedinThe Bitish Columbianon June3, 1865.
Altltoughthe bells arrived in Victoria in 1862,it was not until July I I , 1865, that they were finally
shippedon to New Westminster.Newspaperrecordsindicatethat the steamerEnterprise left Victoria with
themon SaturdayJuly 8th and that it arrived in New Westminsteron July 11, a journey of threedaysat
that time, but which todaytakesa few hours on a ferry. After all the squabblingof 1862,there was not
a single mention of the bells being shippedto New Westminsterin the Victoria newspapers!The New
Westminsternewspaper,The British Columbian,on July 13, 1865,recordedthe event:
The Bellspresentedto the New WestminsterCathedralby Miss Coutls, cameup by the
steamer on Tuesday,and are now lying on PioneerWharf. The belfry is progressing
favourably,and will soonbe ready for their reception.
Eventhoughthe tower was incomplete,the bells musthavebeenhung promptly, becauseit was
reg)ned that the bells were first rung on August4, 1865,a shortthreeweeks after their arrival. After only
firur weeksof the bellsbeinghung in their new home,the little woodenChurch of the Holy Trinity burned
"Fire!
downcrnSeptember
5th, 1865.
Holy Trinity Destroyed.7:54pm 915165,"read the headlinesof The
Biish Colwnbianthe next day. Carelesssmokingwas listed as the most probable cause!The wood tower
andthe bellscamethrough this incident unscathed,thanksto the Hyack Fire Brigade and their early fire
engine! Numerouscardsof thankswere publishedin the local newspaperThe Bitish Columbianatthe
time tlranking the fire engine companyfor saving the tower and the bells.
"On

December 17th, 1867, the bells given by Miss Burdett-Couttssoundedforth the joyful
"
invitationto the Serviceof Consecratit)n,
[of the rebuilt church] readsa quote from the book entitledThe
Merutin of a Cathedral - A Century of Christian Acivity. This little booklet, written by the Rev. Canon
Leslie T.H. Pearson,then Rector of Holy Trinity, and publishedin 1959, includesmany detailsof the
history of the towers and bells and from which I quotewith the kind permissionof the Parishof Holy
Trinity.
Overall, there is little history of the ringing which occurredatHoly Trinity. CanonPearson's
book notesthat a Bell RingersClub was formed and that Pte. Alfred R. House,R.E., was hired as the
bell instructorat a salaryof f10.00 per month. "A 'Merry Peal' for AnthonyMusgrove,Governor,was
rung on September7th, 1869," readsa sentenceinthe History of New Westminster1859-1871, by M. L.
McDonald, a thesispublishedin 1947. But merry pealswere not to last, becauseat the Easter 1875
meetingof the church wardens,it was recommendedt}at the bells no longer be rung but only be tolled
due to the tower being unsafe. The lofty woodentower was built too quickly for such a weight of bells,
asthe pealtotalledover 103 cwt. It is unclear why Canon Pearson'sbooklet indicatesa total weight of 9
tons, whereas103cwt amountsto but 5 tons!

Sadto relate, it was only once more that the bells pealedforth, which was upon the occasionof
trrrd Duft'erin'svisit to New Westminsterin 1876. The bells were lowered ffom the tower in early 1877
andstoredin a woodenshed adjacentto the church. The tower was pulled down in 1880. The tower had
the lastword, becauseit took threeteamsof horsesto pull it down! Records, including photographs,show
that the tenor was hung in a small scaffolding-typeframework at the rear of the church during January
1878and that it was there at the time of the sreat fre.
A secondbafflefor the bells occuredwhen, in 1883,it was rumoured that the new Bishop, Bishop
Sillitoe,wantedto give the storedbellsto St. James' Church, Granville. (This tower now housesa 42 cwt
Taylor 8, cast in 1938and hung on I-beams).
This false rumour immediately resulted in new interestfor building a new stonebell tower, the
cornerstoneof which was laid on April 10, 1886.But this new tower was never completedand the bells
never hung in it. Stonewas expensiveand the tower had only been partially constructedwhen the great
fire changedthe courseof evenLs.
This occurredon September10, 1898,when sparksfrom a steameron the Fraser River ignited
the rmf of a warehouse.The fire spreadup the hill and consumedthe entire eastside of the new city. It
consumedthe newly built church and partially constructedbell tower, except for the stonework, and the
shedhousingthe bells. The partially built new tower remainsbut, unfortunately, the bells were not in the
new stonetower but had beenstoredin a woodenhut on the church property. Needlessto say, the hut
burnedand the heatcrackedanddistortedthe sevenbells, as a result they were broken up and most of the
metalsold for scrap.So endedthe peal of bells given by Miss Burdett-Couttsand hung for ringing at the
Cathedralof the Holy Trinity, New Westminster.
But the story doesnot quite end here, becausethe churchwas rebuilt in 1899,using the stone
work of the church and partial tower. The tower was completedwith a brick top and the remaining bell
is now hung in the tower - but not for ringing!
One very interestingitem of note is that the bell which remainsis not the original tenor, as
mentioned,as it is far too small. Ithas a diameterof only 35-ll4 in., which, accordingto the records,
makesit the third bell of the octave, having a weight of 8 cwt 2 qtrs 8 lbs. Its note is B, accordingto the
church'sorgan, and therefore the peal was in the Key of D, identical to that of St. Stephen's,Rochester
Row.
The remainingbell is hung in a rudimentary wooden "A" frame, which is 4-ll2 ft wide and 7 ft
high, with simple bearings and no stay. The wheel is also a rudimentary affair and a single heavy rope
exists but has no sally. The bell certainly cannot be rung but it is chimable and it is tolled on special
occasions.An electroniccarillon exists for other occasions!The bell's inscription is as previously noted.
It is strangeto be looking at a bell which saysSt. Stephenand yet you know you are in Holy Trinity!
There are various piecesof bell metal remaining,two by the church, two by the local New
Wesnninstermuseumand reportedly there are othersheld by older families of the city, but they give no
clue asto which bell or bells they are from. In addition to the clapper in the remaining bell, there are six
original clappers, five in the tower and one in the church hall. Where the eighth clapper went is not
known, becausethe logical place, the New westminstermuseum,doesnot have it!!

Ediror'sNotes
Detailsof thebellsof Holv Trinitv. NewWestminster:

Treble
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifrh
Sixtlr
Seventh
Tenor

Cwt Qtrs Lbs
6
2
2
2
7
t
1
8
8
3
2
9
2
3
1l
3
0
1
4
0
2
1 8 0 1 0
24
0
18

Total Weight

100

2

1

Ttxal Cost f820 l3s 2d (F.O.B. Tilbury)
Eachbell carriedthe inscrintion:
C. & G. MEARS FOUNDERS,LONDON 1861
and on the waist, from treble to tenor, a quotationfrom the Book of Revelation,Ch. 7, v. 12:
BLESSING
GLORY
WISDOM
THANKSGIVING
HONOUR
POWER
MIGHT
andon the Tenor:

BE UNTOOURGODFOREVERAND EVER.AMEN
HALLELUJAH

CHAPTERXI
BURLINGTON, New Jersey
St. Marv
Robert T. Mead

aintMary'sParish,BurlinSon,NewJerseywasfoundedin 1702asthe
first missionof the newly formed, London-based,Societyfor the
Propagation
of the Gospelin ForeignParls(SPG).Therearepresently
existing two churchbuildings- the Old Church (1703) and the New Church
(1854).
In a letter to the SPG, John Talbot, the first rector, repors to the
Society that they very much need Books of Common Prayer and they would
like to have somebells, "I don't mean a Ring of Bells in a Steeple,for idle
fellows to make a vain jangling, but one good bell in the Church, that the
peoplemay know when to cometogetherto worshipGod." Thereis record of contributionsbeing received
firr a bell and apparently a bell was gotten quite early and then a new bell, possibly a recastingof the
original, was hung in 1769- this bell is still in place in the Old Church.
ln 1832,theRev. GeorgeWashingtonDoane,thenrector of Trinity Church, Bostonwas elected
the secondBishopof New Jerseyand selectedBurlington, rather than Newark, as his place of residence.
Folbwing the deathin July 1833of the Rev. Doctor CharlesHenry Wharton, then rector of St. Mary's
Church, Bishop Doane was offered the rectorshipof the parish in additionto his dutiesas Bishop.He
acceptedthe invitationon October l, 1833.The parishgrew and the Old Church was enlargedseveral
timqswhenon EasterDay 1846BishopDoanecalled for the erection of a new church to be his cathedral.
He engagedRichard Upjohn as architect. It was expectedthat the new church would cost $20,000, of
which BishopDoanehad obtainedsubscriptions
amountingto $12,875,with the pledge that he would make
the amount $15,000, and expressedthe hope that the Vestry would devisethe meansof raising the
remaining$5,000.The cornerstonewas taid on November l7, 1846and the constructioncontinueduntil
1854 with the consecrationheld on Thursday,August l0 of that year. BishopDoanedied on April 27,
1859at which time there was still somedebt remainingon the New Church.
In March 1864,it was announcedthat if the congregationwould pay off the balanceof the debt,
$1,600, a chime of bells would be given to the Church along with an endowment"to pay the ringers
forever." The donors were Misses Margaret S. and Mary Mcllvaine who had also contributed very
generouslyto the building of the New Church. The debt was settledand negotiationswere begunby the
Rev. EugeneAugustusHoffman,r who had recently resignedas rector of St. Mary's and accepteda call
in Brooklyn, NY. He dealt with a representative
for the Mcllvaine family, JamesH. CastleEsq. of
Philadelphia.It was determinedthat the tower and steeple(with the bell chamber 18' 6" squareand 16'
6" htgh) as requestedby BishopDoaneandbuilt by Upjohn was designedfor a chime of bells and needed
no alteration.In August 1864they were nearlyreadyto decideupon a proposalfrom the Messrs. Meneely

LLut..

to become Rector of St. Mark's, Philadelphia.
39

(WestTroy Bell Foundry,N! but by October,the Rev. Mr. Hoffman was havingsecondthoughtsabout
purchasin_q
American bells. In a letter to Castle,Hoftman writes:
Sinceour last interviewwith Mr. Meneely,I have been thinking over his statemenls,and
must say that after careful considerationand examinationof someof the best English
authorities,my judgementis that you will do a great dealbetter to order the bells from
England.My reasonsfor this, (apartfrom the fact that Mr. Meneely, accordingto his
in the matterof chimes...)Meneely'shells
own confession,is simply an experimenter
are madeon the Americanprincipleof auemptingto make good things cheaperthan they
can be obtainedfrom abroad.In somethingsthis will answer,but in all mattersof art,
(of which bell toundingis one,) it generallyendsin failure.
He goes on to quote the Hon. E.B. Denison,reportedto be the highestEnglish authorityon bells, in
"The
saying,
desireof modernbell foundersto producegrandeffectscheaply, has led them to pretendthat
they can imitate the tonesof large heavy bells by smallerthin ones." Hoffman also quotesDenisona^s
"No peal
saying
of ten can be a really fine one with a tenor of lessthan two tons; nor a peal of eight with
lesstlran25 cwt. The treblesshouldrun from 7 to 5 cwt, below which no bell ever soundswell in a peal."
Hoftmangoeson to note that Meneely'sproposalcalls for fbur of the eight bells below the weightgiven
by Denison.Hoffman goeson to recommendthat:
...a pealof eightbells,weighing10,000lbs., can be had from Mears, in London,with
all the hangingsand frame complete,deliveredon board ship fbr about 700 pounds
sterling.The fieight, insuranceand hanging,(which could be done at a trifling cost hy
:urygoul mechanic,)would not addmuch to the price...and all addedup would not make
the cost any more than Meneely'speal.
The amountgiven for the bells was about$10,000.
Mr. Castle orderedthe bells fiom GeorgeMears & Co., Whitechapel,London in his letter of
November22, l&6/.. UnfortunatelyMargaretS. Mcllvaine had now died and would mrt hear the bells she
and her sisterwere giving. Mr. Castlewrites:
...the bells are to be perfectly sound, and in tone and tune as perf'ectas you can possibly
makethem.We haveat Christ Church, in this city (Philadelphia),a peal of 8 bells, cast
at your foundry in1754, by Lester& Pack, and we shall considerourselvesfornrnate,
if the peal now ordered...shouldprove equallyas satisfactory.
Mr. Hofftnanhad listedseveralspecifications,someof which were that the bells were to hang on the same
level, not one aboveanother,that they be madeon the Doncasterpattern,and that there be a chiming
apparatus.Hoffman had suggestionson the compositionof the bell metal and the thicknessof the sound
bow. He notesthat it is unfortunatethat the bells will have to be rung from the floor of the church (with
"but present
a draft of 42 feet)
at
this cannotbe obviated."
Mears& Co. acknowledged
the order on December8, 1864 and said in part, "Attention shall be
paid to your instructions- but we think you had better leave to our judgement and experiencethe exact
proportion of tin and copper and thicknessof soundbow and we will promiseyou a first rate peal of
bells...." There were lettersback and forth aboutthe compositionof the metal and the thicknessof the
bow, with Hoffrnan standingby his recommendations.
Mears finally said:

If you allow us to make your new bells as we think best, we will guaranteeyou a fine
peal- You shall name any person you pleaseto hear them before they are senraway or
paid for. More than this we cannotsay. If, however,you prefer it, we will make them
according to the plan recommendedby Mr. Hoffinan, but in that case we cannot
guaranteethe quality, aswe do not approve either the metal or form. With every respecr
to the gentleman,we must repeatthat we are the most experiencedbell foundersin the
world, and altho' we do not write books, deliver lectures,or puff ourselvesin other
ways, we believewe know our businessboth theoreticallyand practically.
On December8, 1865(one year later) Mears writes to Castlein philadelphiasaying:
We are very sorry therehas been so much delay...we have so much difficulty finding
gmrrJworkmen.The bellswill sail from London to New York on December22. We are
happyto say a ltner peal of beltsnever left this foundry. They havebeenso universally
admiredfie last 2 or 3 months,for the bells have beenreadythat time, we are sorry to
krsctiem.
The ship Cella arrivedin New York after a voyageof 30 days, tluring which time terrible weatier was
encountered,one officer sweptaway and drowned and the ship nearly swamped.The bells arrived in
Burlingtonvia lhe rail line fiom New York on February I6, 1866.Mr. Hoffman was in Burlhgton wifi
RichardUpjohnon March 19, 1866to look at the bells and wroteto J.H. Castlecongratulating
him on
"having
secured so fine a peal. The bells are beautifullymade, of excellenttone and tune and nothing
could be beuerthanthe hangrng.I do not hesitateto say, lhat they are the finest peal in this country..
The
bells were installedin the tower and remainedsilent until Easter, "when they will usher in that glorious
"
day.
It was realizedearly on ttratthedraft would make rirging tlifficult, and the architect was requested
to draw a plan for a "light metal fiame" with rings to keep ttreropesfiom swaying.This
design,if eu.,
completed,has not beenfound nor was there evidencethat it was ever installed.Apparently
ringing of
somekintl wastried, there is a list of the namesof 19 men2who rang a peal (almostcertainty
a
diffeient
understandingof "a peal" than is in use today)on christmas Eve 1866.It seemsthat full
circle ringing
was not carriedon for very long, most likely becauseof the great difficulfy caused
by tle long unguidetl
draft.
The chiming (Ellacombe)apparatuswas to be locatedin the vestry room accordingto writings
of fte time, but is actuallylocatedat a level abovethe bells antl probablyhas alwaysbeenfrere. There
is a record of competitionfor thepositionof "Chimer." Ellwood P. Hancock won
the competition and was
elestetlChimer for a term of six months at a salary of $200 per annum on May 21, lg66.It is
appointerl
lhat the chimesbe rung before servicesand on ChristmasEve, New year's Eve, weddings,
fi.meralsetc.
Chiming (hymn playing)has continuedsince 1866,but firll circle rlrgrng died out quite quickly.
In the late 1980s,the thenrector, the Rev. JamesJ. Greene,was calledupon by members
of the
Norlh American Guild of ChangeRingersto discussthe possibilityof reactivating
changeringing at St.
Mary's- This group was led by Richard Parsonswhose father had grown up in nurf
ingtbn, and Richard

'The
nameslistedare: Ellwood P. Hancock,E.B. Grubb, Jr., Henry B. Grubb, charles
B. Hervin, Edward L.
Hewin, william D. Hewin, George w. Hewin, Jr., craig Moffat, Thomas Lee, J.
Mortimer Barclay, cbarles M. Engle,
Camille A' Baquet, Ledyard vanRenesselaer,Henry H. Douglas, A. Lardner Brown,
John w. Buc-kman,Hugtr NIorris,
Georgew' caldwell, and the Rev. william Allen Johnson. Families bearing
many of thesenamesstill live il the area.
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was aware of the bells when he had come to Burlington in his childhoodto visit relatives. Richard
rememberedthis, and when he becameinterestedin changeringing in Raleighhe thoughtit would be
interesting to ring thesebells, and so beganour program to fit our bells for both chiming and change
ringing. Father Greeneinvited a group of parishionerswho might be interested,includingthe present
chimers, to meet with representatives
of NAG. We had up until that time understoodthat it was either
chiming or changeringing but not both; it was explainedthat with just a little rdsettingof the chiming
hammersandthe sliderswe could do both. Becauseof what I call "benign neglect"just abouteverything
wasstill in place- wheels,stays,clappersand most sliders,but there were no ropesand no rope guicles.
The church had suffered a very seriousfre in 1976, but the steepleand bells were only minimally
involved.Our problemswere that we had a ring of eight fairly heavy bells (ZZ cwt tenor) on a 120-plusyear-old woodenframe with plain bearingsand a 42 foot draft, tle ropesfalling in a poor circle in the
middle of the crossingof the church.
Beforewe beganto work on the bells, we engagedan engineerto tell us whetherthe tower was
strong enough to supporteight swinging bells; the answerwas tlat trere was plenty of weight of the
steepleaboveto dampenthe motion and that the foundationscould carry rhe weight.
In May 1990, three membersof the parish began weekly rrips to Sr. Marrin-in-the-Fielcls,
(lhestnutFlill for lessonsbefore any ringing was possibreon our bells.
We had severalwork dayswhen many membersof the Guild cameto help us assess
what was
needed.We orderedropesthat provedto be a problembecauseof their stretchinesswith such great length.
Whatan interestingsight it was to seethe heavywoodenchancelchairs suspended
from the ropesin tie
middle of the crossingin the hope they would stretchout, but this didn't happen.On a weekendin mid
October1991,at our first real work session,we tightenedthebells on their headstocks,installedropesand
madeeverythingreadyfor the flrst attemptat full circle ringing. What a surpriseit was to even the most
experierrced
ringershow difficult and nearly impossibleit was to raise a bell. The bungee-likeropes,the
unguidedlengthof the ropesand the dirty bearingswere seriousproblems. Arrangementswere made for
theChurchof the Adventin Bostonand the NationalCathedralto sendto us discardetlsalliesanclbottom
ends which we spliced to pre-stretchedupper manmaderopes. This helpedtremendously.The orher
addition, without which ringing woultl have been nearly impossible,*is a double level rope guide
suspended
in approximatelyequalthirdsbetweenthe floor and the ceiling. The rope guides were intende6
to be temporarywhile we pursu'bd
thepossibilitiesof making our bells ringableagain.Neither rhe ringers
nor especiallythe congregationwere happywith the way thesehorizontal guideshung acrosstlre beautiful
Gothic archesof our building, in very plain sight of everyonein the church.
Therewas a lot of motion of the frame when we frst tried to ring the bells, and the next priorify
was to tightenttre frame with corner bracesandverticaltie rods. Again we were helpedby Guild members
andsomeof the work was contractedto a local builder who had worked on the church after the fire. We
haveconsultedwith Linda Woodford andEayre& Smift. We have recently addedsomesteel "strapping"
to beter corulec'tthe bell frame to the foundationmembers. Each of rlresemodificationshas made the bell
handlingeasier.
Our fnst real attempt to ring at least rounds in front of the congregationwas on All SaintsDay
1992(the 290thAffIiversary of the Parish),we were joined by the St. Martin's Ringers. On February 20,
1993,we put out a call for interestedindividuatsto come for a demonstrationand first lessonon our bells.
About 12 peoplecamebut as expectedvery few stuckwith it.
At the end of January 1995 Fr. Green retired and for his efforrs in restoring changeringing to
Burlington he was electedto the Honor Roll of the North American Guild. In January1996, our new

rector arrived, the Rev. J. Connor Haynes. Fr. Hayneshas not only been a supporterof changeringing
but immediatelybeganlearnirg to nng himself, and was later joined by his wife. In adclition,he has taken
the lead m organizingwork partiesto installnew pulleys which allow the ropes to fall in a much improvetl
rope circle. Now we can move on to the item which most greatly concernsthe congregation,the rope
guides.We hopeto designtwo metalgrudesthat will be more in keepingwith the church architecnre than
the rough guidesmadeof 2x4sthat we have lived with (as temporary) for about five years. It is our hope
to have the guides raised to the ceiling by an electric motor when not in use. Lastly, we have loose
gudgeonplatesandhoopson severalbells tlrat will need to be addressed.Every step we have taken so far
hasimprovedthe handlingof the beltsand of course,as time goesby, our abilities improve also. Chiming
is still the primary serviceringing, but the changeringers practiceregularlyand perform occasionally.

CHAPTER XII
PHILADELPIIIA, Pennsylvanial
St. Mark
A. Thomas Miller

t-f-lh.

afternoon
of Monday,octoberll,1875 wascoorandcloudyastlre
vestrymembers
of st. Mark'schurch,philadelphia,
converged
on sixth
t
r- andl-ocustSneesto meetat rheolfice of Mr. RichardR. Mongomery,
Rector'swarden.sevenof thetwelvevestrymen
wereableto attendthe3:00
p.m. meetingtogetlrerwith Dr. Hoffman,rectorof st. Mark's. TheReverend
EugeneAugustusHoffrnanhad beenrectorof st. Mark's for six years.Dr.
Holfrnanwasan imposingmanwift a widefbrehead,
straight,broadnoseand
a salrand-pepper
beard.He wasa manof broadinteresls
ancldurinshis tenure
manyspiritualandmaterialchanges
occurredat St. Mark's.
The purchaseand irstallationof bells for the bell tower were now a priority item for $e energetic
Dr. lloffman. The churchbuildinghadbeencompletedin 1849antl consecratedin 1850. At that time the
towerhad only beenfinishedto the first story. In l85l two membersof the congregationhatl offeretl to
pay fcrrthe completionof tlre tower andspire. The work was completetlin 1852.For twenty-threeyears
the completedtower had awaitedt}e installationof the bells for which it hatl beenbuilt
The objectof the specialvesn-ymeetirg on that cloudy October afternoon in 1875 was to consi<ler
the purchaseof bells for the tower. A bell fund had been startedin 1869,Dr. Hoffrnan's fpst year as
rector' Mr. Montgomery reportedthat $4,000 was in hand, enoughto purchasefour of rhe eight bells
pl:umedfor the tower. The vestry resolvedto purchasethe four bells. An orclerwas placedwith the
bell
foundryof Mears and Stainbank,fite famousWhitechapelbell foundry, in Lonclon.The order to Mears
not only includedthe castingof the four bells, but also four setsof change-ringingfittings, an oak
bell
frame and chime hammers. It was only appropriatethat the tower of a church built in the Gothic
appearance
of an early Englishparishchurch shouldhave a peal of Englishbells which were set up for
Englishchangeringing.
At the time there were a number of ringers living in and arounrl philadelphia who kept the
traditionalive by ringtng changesin the area's church towers, most notably St. Mary's, Burlingon, New
Jersey;St. Peter's,Philadelphiaand Christ Church, Philadelphiawherefte famous "iingorg-rnrtch. which
lastedthree hours, fifteen minuteswas held on Sunday,June9, 1g50.
St. Mark's vestry nextgatlreredafter the beginning of the new year on Ttesday, January4, lg76
at 8:00 p'm' Following the usualbusinessthe subjectof the bells was covered. A letter had been received
addressed
to the Rector, Warders and Vestry of St. Mark's and signedby twenty-oneneighborsliving in
the vicinity of the church. This lener wasput forward for consideration.ihe neigtrUorshad heard rhat the
bells for the tower had been ordered and requestedthat the plarn for hangrrg rhe bells not go forward.
They stated that Oreringing of any bells would be a shock to the nervous systemsof sick persons
and
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young children, would reducethe property valuesof thoseliving near the church and might causethe
church tower and spire to collapsecausinggreat lossof life.
The vestry authorizedMr. Montgomery,the Rector's Warden, to reply that tlre bells had been
orderedand that the vestryhad decidedto irstall them in the church tower. This reply was tluly composed
and sentby Mr. SamuelWagner,Jr., Secretaryto the vestry, on Friday of that shmeweek.
The block of Locust Street between l6th and lTth Streetswas quiet and serene,paved in
cobblestones
andflankedon either side by brick sidewalkslaid in a herringbonepattern. The dominating
featureof the block was the spire of St. Mark's Church and the brownstonechurch iself. An iron fence
separatedthe sidewalkfrom the church'sgardenand young trees spacedaboutten feet apart lined the
curbside. The block had been developedduring the decadebefore the Civil War as an exclusive
neighborhood.In tlie words of one of the residens,the neighborhood:
...hasalwaysbeenconsidered
a very attractiveone for isbeauty, for isgeneral quiet
and its fieedom fiom placesof traffic of every kind, and its attractivenesswas enhanced
by is nearness
to St. Mark's Church, whosefine architecnre and tastefulgrounds,and
seclusionfrom all disrurbingsightsor sound,inducedtlre hope that the desirableness
of
this particularlocaliryfor a residence
would be maintained.
This sameneighborstatedthathis residence,built in 1856,had cost him over $50,000:a sum which will
be broughtinto perspectivewhen it is understoodthat a workingmanof the time earnedlessthan $l ,000
per year.
The neighborhoodwas inhabitedby wealthy professionalsand businessmen
who were used to
getting their own way. To maintainthe "comparativelynoiseless"quality of the streettheserich and
pnwerful peoplehad mounted a "resolute opposition" to the running of "railway cars' on l,ocust Street,
causingthe laying of railway track on the sixteenhundredblock of Locust Streetto be abandoned-The
streetcars which would havepasseddown tie streetwere propellednot by electricity,but by horses.A
"noiseless"
streetindeed!
The peopleof St. Mark's were likewisewealthy, influential people who, like the opponentsto the
bells were used to having their own way. The brownstone-linedblock of Locust Street was about to
becomea banlefieldfor theserefinedVictorian ladiesand gentlemen.
Meanwhile,in l-ondon,the castingof the bells was proceeding.About the middle of May, 1876
this processwas completed.The four bells with a total weight of 5,563 poundswere crated for shipment
alongwith the fiuirgs and bell frame made of heavy oak beams. The bells were shippedfrom London to
Liverpool andhoised upon the stearnship
lllinois which departedon May 25, 1876with its cargo and274
passengers.
After an uneventful voyage of nine days and ,rin.t..n hours the lllinoisnudged into the pier of
PeterWright and Sonson the Philadelphiawaterfront. It was Sunday, PentecostSundayby the Church's
calendar, June 4, 1876. The passengersdebarked,clearing customs and going their various ways. The
cargo was unloaded and claimed by its various owners after proper customsduties had been paid. The
bells were probablywarehousedwith Wright and Sonsuntil their installation in the tower during the week
of June 19 - 23. GeorgeHewitt, an architectwith offices at 310 ChestnutStreet,was engagedby the
churchto overseethe installationof the bells. The actualinstallationwas done by Adam A. Catanach,a
carpenterand masterbuilder, who lived at 1523Christian Street. Timbers were installed in the tower and
flooring laid. The bell-fiame of Englishoak washaulel up into the tower in pieces and assembled.Finally,

the four bronze bells were uncrated and carefully raised into the tower to be mounted in the frame. The
neighbors must have looked on with dismayas the carter brought the bells and Mr. Catanachand his
workmenunloadedthem and manhandledthem into the tower.
The SpringandSummerof 1876was an excitingtime for rhe city of philadelphia.The Centennial
Exposition had openedin Fairmount Park on May 10. PresidentGrant openedthe expositionwhich
covered236 acres.Over 200,000peoplehad crowded the exposition on its flrst day, and in the following
five monthsalmostl0 million visitorswould have seenthe fair. The ciry was crowdedand bustlingwith
tourisls. Locust Streetappearedto slumberon in iE isolation,the two, three and four-storybrownstone
housescastingtheir shadowsacrossthe brick sidewalksinto the cobblestonestreet.
The PhiladelphtaEveningBullein for Saturday,June24, 1876 containeda short article tucked
in with the religiousnoticesand church news:
During the pastweek four of a peal of eight bells have beenplacedin the tower of St.
Mark's Church.Thesebellshave a very rich musicaltone, and were castby the old
Englishfirm of Mears and Stainbank....Thesebells will be fnst testedthis afternoonar
half-past6 o'clock, at which time the 'changes'will be rung accor<lingto the old style,
which hasbeenpreservedsincetlre fifteenthcentury in ttre Church of England.
It was a clear warm day wiilt the wind fiom tlresouthandrlretemperaturein the low g0s. William
Brown, an English-bornwatchmaker,had beenthe bell-ringerat St, Stephen'sChurch for fifleen years.
Brownhad arrivedat St. Mark's that afternoonwith three other bell-ringersto test ring the
bells. Brown
hadbeenintrqJucedto Dr. rloffinan, St. Mark's rector, earlier in the week by Frederiik Widdows also
English-born - who had the care of the chime of bells at the CentennialExposition. According
to
Widdows, Brown's ringerswere from Kensington,no cloubtfiientts who had rung with Brown
before and
probably,like Brown, English-born.Widdowswalked up Locust Streeton that pleasant
eveningand encountered Dr' lloffman and a Mr. Wells, of the Evening Bultetin. Brown and his
band of ringers
proceededto ring the bells, and Widdowsreported,"...the bells were very well rung,
remindingrne of
Englishbell-ringing.... "
The bellswere first rungfor DivineServiceon thenextday, SundayJune25. St. Mark's
scherlule
of Sundayworshipincludedservicesat 7:00 a.m., l0:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m. anO7:30 p.m. The
bellswere
rung for a half hour beforeeachof theseservices.As a side note, this day, June25, lgzo,
ir also known
for a more spectacularevent in American History, the Battle of the Littli Bighorn,
which was underway
at the very momentSt. Mark's peoplewere gatheringfor their l0:30 a.m. service.
The next day, MacGregorJ. Mitcheson,Esq., attorneyfor the aggrievedneighbors,himself
a
residentof 1608l-ocustStrectanda pew-holderof St. Mark's wrote fiom his office
at 52g Walnut Street:
I have been requestedto ascertainwhether it is your purposeto continue the ringing
of
your church-bellsbetween6 and 7 a.m.? Upon Sundaylast they startled
somepersons
from sound sleep, bringing on violent headache,&c., utterly preventing religious
observanceof the day by them at least....Trusting that rhe nuisanci complaiied of was
an inadvertencethat will not be repeated,I am
Yours, resp'y,
M.J. Mitcheson
The Centennialsummerendedand the Expositionitsetf closedon october 10.
Just one week
earlier the vestry had met. At this October 3 meeting the rector reported on the
arrival of the bells and
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informed the vestry that the cost for the f,nst bells amounted to $4,980,05 with the receipts and
disbursements
broken down as follows:
Receipts
Sundaydonations
Concertgiven by the Choir
Mrs. J. E. Thomsonfor memorial
SundaySchoolcontributions
Sains Days offerings

329.00
l 16.83
1,000.00
1,106.42
2.427.80

$4,980.05

1.00
r33.13
1,169.21
3,229.36
36.90
405.45

$4,980.05

Disbursements
Printing Circulars
PeterWright & Sons, fieight
Dury
Mears and Stainbank
Miscellaneous
Adam Catanachfor hangingbells

The Rectoralsoreportedlhat, "It is earnestlyhopedtlrat the $2,000 still required to purchasefour
morebellsandcompletethepeal,may be confributedbeforelong." Mr. Mitcheson'sletter of June26 was
also laid on the table for considerationby the vestry.
In lateOctober$e son of Mr. GeorgeL, Harrison, one of the complainingneighbors,calledon
Dr. Hoffman, '...in referenceto his father's allegednervouscondition, and objectedto the chiming of
thebellsfor the seveno'clock morning service...." He said that even the expectationof the bells ringing
kepthis fatherawakeall night. On November3, Mr. Harrison'sphysician,S. Weir Mitchell, who was
also a popular author of the time, wrote to Mr. ThomasH. Kirtley, a member of St. Mark's vestry,
reportingfiat someof his patientswere "driven wild" by the early bells. The next day this note was shown
to Dr. Iloffman who directedt}e early ringing to be discontinued.
A specialmeetingof tlib vestry was scheduledfor 4:00 p.m. November 6 where a petition signed
by 48 neighborswas presentedby John S. Newbold, a member of the vestry. A letter signedby 14
physicianswas alsopresentd. The neighbors' petition askedthat the belts be discontinued"excepting for
a singleseryice.' The doctor's petition askedthat the bells "early,' "frequent" and "prolonged' ringing
be discontinuedbecauseit was "...prejudicial to the health of some and to the discomfort of many of the
residens...." The Rectortold the ves!ry aboutDr. Mirchell's note and his decisionto discontinuethe early
bells. Feelingthat the early ringing was lhe problemand since it had been already discontinued,the vestry
decidedto statetlreir righs asto the regulationof the bells but also to consider casesof special need. They
"That
resolved,
while the vestry entirely deniesthe right of the residents...to regulate the...ringing of the
bells..., they feel confidentthat the corporation(of St. Mark's)...wilI always be ready...to hear and
consider any special appealthat may be made for stoppingthe ringing of the bells in any specified case
"
of illness. The next day, November 7 , Mr. Newbold, the presenterof the neighbors' petition, resigned
from St. Mark's vestry. The day following, Mr. Edward S. Buckley also resignedfrom the vestry.
Shortly thereaftera circular was printed by the complainingneighborsallegingto contain all
correspondence
in the matter,but failing to includethe conesponderrce
of Dr. Mitchell and Dr. Hoffrnan's
reply discontinuingthe early bells. Copiesof the circular were leaked to the newspapersmaking it appear
that St. Mark's Church was ignoring the pleasof doctorson behalf of their delicatepatients.The press

was outragedand St. Mark's was severelycriticizedfor still ringing the early bells which in actualfact
had beendiscontinuedfor severalweeks.
It was thenthat the neighborsinstitutedproceedingsto file suit to stop the ringing of the bells. A
bill for injunctionwas filed with the PhiladelphiaCourt of Common Pleason January Z, l87i to restrain
the ringing of the bells. During Januaryand February depositionswere taken from residentsnear the
church,medicaland scientificexperts,real estateexper8, tlreologicalprofessors,clergy of other churches
with bells, the sextonof St. Mark's, professionalbell ringers, and residentsnear other churcheshaving
bells.
Of the residentsit was ascertained
thattherewere 98 housesin the area boundedby Walnut Street
on the north, SpruceSfteeton the south, SixteenthStreet on lhe east, and SeventeenthSueet on the west.
A summaryof affidavitswas madeas follows:
Whole nunber of dwellins houses

98

In this squarefrere are complaints
Of ownersand tenantswho swearthat
they are annoyed
Total

20
29

Of personswho say they are not
annuyed(includingthosewho are
positivelygratified)

47

Of thosemaking no affidavits on
either side. but who are neutral

22

Sh of the 47 supporterslater madesecondaffidavitson behalfof the complainantsmodiffing their
first testimony and if thesewere stricken from the f,rst list the final total would be:
For complainants

29

For defendants

41

Neutral

22

Strickenout
Total

98

Medicalandscientificexpertstestifiedfor bothsidesabouttheharmfirl(or harmless)effectsof
soundwavesuponthe nervoussystem.Includedin this arrayof expertswastheprominentphiladelphia
surgeon,Dr. D. HayesAgnewwho, four yearslater, would attendto the sufferingsof presidentJames
Garfield,felledby an assassin's
bullet.(Dr. Agnewtestifiedfor thecomplainants.)
Realestateexpertstestifiedto thereductionof (or enhancement
of) properryvaluesof residences
in thevicinityof a churchwith bells.Theologians
testifiedthatbellsarenot a necessary
part of Cfuistian

worship(or have beenusedto call Christianpeople to worship from the earliesttimes). professionalbellringerstestifiedto the loud, discordantsound(or to the sweet,soft sound)of St. Mark's bells.
Enoughtestimonywas taken to fill a book 491 pageslong. A map of tle area around the church
was drawn, color coded as to the location of the complainants.The color coding was contestedas
inaccurateby the atorneys for the church. A scalemodel of the neighborhoodfive feet five inchesby four
feet one inch and a half was built of wood. The measurements
of the model were disparagedby the
church'sattomeys.Map model and reamsof testimonyall convergedon the courtroom of presiding Judge
Hare and AssociateJudgeMitchell togetherwith P. PembertonMorris and GeorgeW. Biddte, lawyeis
for St. Mark's, andWilliam Henry RawleandR.C. McMurtrie for the complainants.
The argumen8were madeby eachof the auorneysin the best oratorical style of that day of great
oratorical styles. Mr. Rawle beganhis argumentby saying, "I will try to condensewhat I have to say
within the smallestpossiblecompass." He thenproceededwith a speechwhich hlls almostsixty pagesof
closely typeset text in the printed report. The closing argumentscompleted,JudgeHare decreedas
follows:
And now, tlis twenty-fourthday of February,A.D. 1871, this causecameon to be heard
on a motion for a special injunction, and was argued by counsel. Whereupon, in
considerationthereof, it is orderedand decreedthat upon securitybeing enteredin the
sum of onethousanddollars, an injunctionissue,restrictingttre tlefendantsfrom ringing
the bells of St. Mark's Churchor otherwiseusingthe sameso as to causenuisanceor
annoyance,by sound or noise, to tie complainants,or any of them, wifirin their
respectivehouses.
'l-hree
dayslater in a letter,Dr. Hoffman,rectorof St. Mark's wrote:
The injunctionwhich wasgrantedon Saturdaylast againstthe ringing of St. Mark's bells
is the tirst time in the history of Christenttomthat a church has been enjoined fcrr availing
itself of ils ancientand time-honoredcustom of announcingiB servicesby the ringing of
bells....The authoritiesof St. Mark's Church,believingthat this injunctionis an invasion
of their legal righs, if not the beginningof a crusadeagainstall church bells, have, under
rle adviceof counsel,'takenan appealto the supreme court againstit.
In June, 1877 the SupremeCourt of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaaffirmed the lower
court's decree,but modified it to allow the bells to be rung on Sundaysfor two minutes at thirry minutes
beforethe beginningof divine worship andthe smallestbelt to be mng alone for five minutesbefore. This
rlnglng was limited to the usualtlree clivineserviceson Sunday, forenoon, afternoonand evenins and did
not includeearly morning services.
In January,1878 a further modificationwas made.topermit the bells to be rung under ftresame
conditiornaspertainedto Sundayson the following days: Washingon's Birthday, fourm of fUy, first day
of the year, sixth of January(Feastof the Epiphany),Ash Wednesday,Good Friday, AscensionDay, fnit
of November (All Saints Day), ThanksgivingDay, Christmas Day, and at weddingsand funerals. This
limited injunction is still in force at this writing.
In spiteof the injunaion the churchwent aheadwith plans to purchaseand install four more bells
to completethe set of eight. In April, 1878Mears and Stainbankcratedand shippedfrom their London
foundry an additionalfour bells with a combinedweight of 2,923 pounds.

When the bells arrived in Philadelphiaa new timber structure was built higher in the tower at fte
baseof the spire. The four bells already mountedin the English bell frame were remountedin this new
strucnre and the four new bells were winched up the tower to join their counterparts.The bells were
mountedwith threebells hangingabovefive. This was probably done to elevatethe bells furrher from the
streetto softenthe sound.To this day the original English change-ringingbell frame remains in rhe tower
with the marks upon it where the frst four bells had beenoriginally mounted.
It appearsthat traditionalchangenngmg was doneat St. Mark's for a very short time in 1876 antl
thenonly with the four heavier bells which were first mountedin the English change-ringingbell frzrme.
Wtren lhe four lighter bellsjoined their heavier matesrhe entire peal of bells was mountedin the new
timber structurehigher in the steepleand from that time until this it has not been possibleto ring changes
on them.
The neighborhoodof St. Mark's today is far different than it was in i 876. A few of the
browrstonehousesin which the neighborslived are still standingacrossthe street from fte church and are
now no longer residences,but professionaloffices or shops.The spire of St- Mark's, which dominated
the 1876 skyline of the block, is now clwarfedby office and apartmenttowers. The quiet streetwhich
couldn't evenbear the soundof a horsedrawn sffeet car now carries automobiles,vans and trucks. In lhe
cavernsbelow, commutertrainsrumble.
The spire of St, Mark's continuesto point expectantJy
heavenwartlas it has since it was first built.
Insidefour tonsof bronzebear mute testimonyto evenlsover a centuryold. 'fhe principalsof that longilgocontroversyare all gone from the scene,but the bells remain. From time to time, pulled by faithlhl
hands,they awakenfrom their slumberand sing forth with clear voicestheir oltl song.

Editor's Note
In the editionof TheClapperfollowing the one in which this article appearedthe following letter
waspublished:
I am writing to sayhow much I enjoyedTom Miller's article on the Bells at St.
Mark's. As a current memberof St. Mark's I knew of the controversyin the last century,
but enjoyedreadingthe details.
I would like to bring this article up-to-dateby saying that there is now an active
group of bell ringers at St. Mark's and the belts are rung before and after Sunday
servicesand wheneverpossiblebeforetlre early masson Tuesdaymornings. Recently w!
have fined new ropes with royal blue salliesfrom England, and have moved the bell
rlnglng chamberup one floor to decreasethe distancebetweenthe ringers and the belfry.
As part of the long-rangeplan for St. Mark's we havehigh hopes that rhe bells can be rehung for changerlngmg and possibly moved back to the original belfry.

AudreyE. Evans
llistressof St. Mark'sBells

CHAPTER XIII

QUEBECCITY, Provinceof Quebec
La Bibliothbque de St. Jean
(PreviouslySt. Matthew)
J. Michael Simpson

his buildingis now a library, thoughpreviouslyit was a church
dedicated
to St. Matrhew.Thebells,a fine sounding15cwt ring of g,
were castby Warners in 1885, and are the only ringing peal to come

outof thisfoundryto NorthAmerica.

There seemto be few recordsof ringing here. The earliestis in the
form of a set of "Ringers' Ru-les"drawn up when the bells were new. These
havebeenfr:rmedand are now hangingin the ringing chamberof Holy Trinity
cathedral.They suggestthat originally the bandwas strongenoughto enable
a roster to be drawn up of the ringersresponsiblefor eachservice.
The nextreporasof ringing here appearin the following letter to The
RingingWorld of December2t , 1956
TO anyonewho has saileddown the St. LawrenceRiver, the first sightof
euebec City
and the green copperturrets of the ChAteauFrontenac,mountingthe hill towar4sthl
Heighlsof Abraham, is turforgenable.Closeto the ChAteauis the Anglican Cathedraland
furtherup St. JohnSteet St. Matthew's Church, both notedin the guidebook as having
bellshurg for ringing.Therehasbeensomeactivity at the Cathedral,but rhe eisht at St.
Matthew'shavemerelybeenchimed.
The first Sundayin Advent may thereforebe consideredas a great occasion,
when the backsix of St. Mauhew'srang out in rounds ttrough the already snow-covered
streets of the city. (Probably the first time in 25 years.) This is largely 6ue to the
enftusiasmof Mrs. kslie Pickles(betterknown as GladysJaret to her fiiends in Kent
county), who cameto live in kvis, euebec, last year. The Archdeaconof
euebechas
alwaysbeenmost anxiousthat the bells shouldbe rung, and was delightedto discover a
keenringer. Before Gladys' trip home to England this summer, the bells were inspected
and found to be in fairly good order, with only two staysmissing.Mr. Duggan, who
faithfully chimesevery sunday, was the onry one able to handlea bell.
Gladys and Mr. Duggan started to teach a few weeks ago, with three learners
(irrcludingMr. kslie Pickles), and such was the standardreachedafter the few
lessons
that, with the help of a visitor from Montreal, the bells were raised and rung in rounds
before a Sundaymorningservice.The Archdeaconhimself is keen to learn and there are
prospectsof more recruits.
It will not be an easytask as Gladysis the only one with knowledgeof changerlnglr8, but it will be a wonderfi.rlachievementto have set the towers of easternCanada

ringing once again. The Cathedralband have also had a revival of enthusiasmand are
starting a fortnightly practice, althoughthe bells are not in good conditionand neecla
thoroughoverhaul.However, continuez) somer, et bonnechance,Quebec! A.B.
Eight monlhs later the same correspondentwas again writing to The Ringing World in the
followingterms:
Readerswill recallthatjustbefore Christmassix of the bells of St. Matthew'sChurch,
Quebec,rang out for the first time after nearly 25 years. Sunday, May l9th, was the first
occasionwhen all eight were rung in call changesfor morning service.This was made
possible by ProfessorTaylor, originally an Oxford ringer, who drove 150 miles from
Bishop's University, Lennoxville, Quebec,to help the band. It is, perhaps,not every
enthusiastwho will leavehome before six in the morning and come such a distanceto
ring for a merehalf hour! However,with six St. Matthew's ringers and one visitor from
Montreal,it was a mostenjoyablegathering.
Regular practicesare maintainedat Quebec, and the local band, with Mrs.
Pickles' guidance,are making very good progress.
It is marvellousto be home again,but any ringersgoing over to Canadawill have
a greatreceptionin QuebecantlVictoria!I hopemany will at leastspenda hoiiday there.
Audrey Bailey
Welwyn GardenCity
Tony Collins visitedhere in 1961and reported,in a letter to The Ringing World, that the bells
uere "in perfectworking order." Another report, from the samesourceto the Central Council in 1966,
claimed "St. Matthew'sQuebec,havebeenkeptgoingas well [as Holy Trinity Cathetlrall.'Therehas
subsequentJy
beenconsiderabledeteriorationin the conditionof this peal.
Since 1970 this tower has been includedin the roster of monttrly meetingsof what has since
becomethe New EnglandDistrict of the North American Guild. Once a year, almostwithout exception,
on lhe US Memorial Day weekend,ringers from the New EnglandArea, often joined by otlers from
further afield, travel here for nvo daysof ringing. Bill Jackson,organiser of the frst visit, remembersthat
therewas no bandhere in 1910.The bells were then in poor conditionand considerablework harl to be
carried out before they could be maderingable.Thesewere the daysbefore this church was closedand
Bill recollectslhat, at leastonce, the parishionerslaid on a socialeventfor the visiting ringers.

CHAPTERXTV
TRIVITT MEMORIAL (Angtican)CHURCH and
PRECIOUSBLOOD (RomanCathotic)MISSION
Ke,"in Love, & J. Michael Simnson

n 1890,the McShaneBell Foundryof Baltimore,Maryland,U.S.A., cast
a ring six bells (plus four more for chiming only) for the Trivitt Memorial
church in Exeter, ontario, canada. Exeter is the third largest town in
Huron county with a populationof 5,5@. A singledonor, Thomaslrivitt, built
the church,convincedthat therewourdbe a "wonderfd revival,' if people were
shown what the church truly is. Accordingly, he built his churchwith seating
for 600 people.tlaving greatwearthand no chiklren to spendit on, Mr. Trivitt
sparedno expensein the constructionof the church and the provision of stained
glasswindows,a pipe organ,and a ring of bells.
The bells hang in a 70 foot high tower, with the belfry floor 45 feet
aboveground level. Built in 1888,rhe tower was specificallydisignedfor r}e
bells which were irntalled two years later. The Victorian engineerstook
elaborateprecaulions
to resistthe dynamicforcesproducedby belliinging. .lhe
towerwallsareup to three feet thick of soliclmasonry,with interlockingbrick
work to bind togerherrle
whole structure.The tower is seventeen
feet squareou8ide, not including the substantialdouble buttresses
at eachcorner' The resultof all this is the tower is absolutelyrigid cluring
bellringingwith no detectable
tlscillationat all. The soundopeningsof the tower consistof triple iouur., in
each wlt or the belfry. These
louvresarc ten feethigh andstart at the belfry floor. Havingiucn large
openingsat the samelevel as the
trlls resullsin a guXI releaseof sound.rne iop of the louvies is 55 feet aboveground
level, higher than
buildings,trees,or any'thing
elsein townthatcouldcasta soundshadow.The tower is rhe highestbuilding
in Exeter, so soundis well distributedthroughouthe town,
the ringingequipmentshowsItalian influence.In order to reduce
the dynamicforcesgeneratetl
by tlre bells, each is mountedveronesestyle in a cleeplyarchedheadstock
so that the axis of rotationis
one quarterof the way down the bell. This resultsin a slower period rotation.
of
As with all Veronese
equipment,staysandslidershavebeenomitted.The designof rhi ringing
equipmentis the only evidence
of lt'alianinfluenceanywherein the church. The historical record or meiingers'
activities showsthat the
bells have alwaysbeen rung accordingto the Englishstyle of change-ringing
and not ltalian ,concerto,
style' This leadsto the conclusionthat there may have been Italian influenie
it rr,. rouo,try, but never at
the church itself- The bells rotateon plain bearings,exceptfor the
tenor, which rotateson a cylindrical
roller bearing' This is presumablya precursorto the ball bearing.
The roller bearing is effective in
reducingthe muscle-powerrequiredfor full-circte ringing of the tenor.
From 1890 to 1914the hells were regulartyrung to changes.The
bell-ringers'guild was very
active, and recordsexist of the membersand tlreir activiiies.we suspect
rhat ThomasTrivitt may have
firnnciaily errcouraged
English ringers to move to Exeter, but there are no historical documents prove
to
this' what we have recordsfor anil do know is that rhe fnst peal was
successlillyrung in lhe tower on
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July l, 1894.IThe lastof his tife's
goals achieved,Mr. Trivitt tlren
died on July 18, 1894.He and his
wife, Elizabeth, are buried under
the high altar of the church he
built. A change-ringers'guild
was
formed immediatelyand the Rules
and Regulationsto be observedby
the ringers formed part of the
service leaf'let used at the
inaugurationof the bells (seeFig.
5). Rules were also drawn up for
use of the chiming apparatusprior
to Sunday services and at otler
times(seeFig. 6. on page57), and
rules outlining responsibilities(see
Fig. 7 on page57). Changerrging
mrlstalsohaveflourished, as by the
year 1900the bell ropeshad worn
out and new oneswere ordered in
time for Easter. Among all the
changeringlng was what appearsto
be the first full peal to be rung in
Canada,5040 of Plain Bob Minor,
in aboutfour hours,rung on July l,
1895.This precedesthe Vancouver
pealby 16 years.
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After the outbreakof war
in 1914,the ringerswent to serve
their country and sustained such
heavy casualtiesthat the art of
bellringing
was lost. The local
Frg. 4
militia, the Fluron Regiment,
experienced heavy casualties at
Arras and a glorious, but costly, victory at Vimy Ridge. The Colours of the Regimentnow hang in the
chancel.After tlre war, the bells continuedto be usedby chiming them with Ellacombe chiming apparatus,
which has remaired in use to this very day.
Sirrce1973,the churchhasbeensharedwirh the Roman Catholic congregationof PreciousBlood
Mission.On Sundaymornings,the RomanCatholicserviceis at 9:00 a.m. and the Anglicanserviceis at
ll:00 a.m. The current band of ringers is ecumenical,with membershipexplicitly opento all who are
called by God to gloriff Him through bellringing as an act of religious worship.

'The
North AmericanGuild is of tie opinion that ftrrther investigationis required to ensurerhat this is a tme peal,
before it can be accepted.Therefore, at the time of this writing, the Vancouver peal, rung in 1911, is recognizedas being
the first oeal in Canada. Ed.

In 1996, God called a group of peopleto revive the art of bellringing. At first therewas some
concernaboutthe safetyof full-circle ringing. However, we were privilegedto have a visit from Alan
Flughesof the WhitechapelBell Foundryin June, 1997. Mr. Hughes was able to tell us rlrat it is perfectly
safeto ring all our bells ltll-circle, we havebeenpractisingever since.
At the time of writing (1998) there are eleven ringers. We taught ourselvesindividual bell
handlingby readingbookson changeringing availableat the local library, and much practice.In March,
1998' ChristineAndreae,an experierrced
ringer andfoundermemberof the North American Guild, joined
us. Chris is now our instructor.Currently we are learning to ring rounds and can ring two bells correctly
in sequence.We will keep addingbells until we are ringing all six.
T}IB BELLS

Weight
in Pounds
2019
I 340
9t0
880
-540
480
400
300
210
220

I\{usical
Note
F
C
Bb
C
D
Eb
E
F
G

I\Iusical
Capability
Ringing, Chiming
Ringing, Chiming
Ringing, Chiming
Ringirg, Chiming
Ringing, Chiming
Ringing, Chiming
Chiming only
Chiming only
Chiming only
Chimingonly

The strikc noteof eachbell is in perfecttune. For the largesthells,the hum note (one
octavebelow
strike) and a minor third harmonicare also in tune. As the bells becomesmaller,the harmonics
becomemore and more out of tune- Ihe four small chiming bells soundvery "clangy"
as tleir harmonicsare (at best)only approximatelyin tune.

Rules for Church Service.
Keep Town time. Tbirty minutes before Servico
tle grort bell willbe rung for flve minutee, ihen
the Cbrmes will play until flve minutes before the
Tho great Bell will
\our of comnrlencing service.
tben toll until tho hour, finishing:.witU
fdur noter
down the scale beginlng
with lhe highest.
For
Funerals thc great Bell will toll three strokes for
l femqle, and sjr lor a male.
After a pause tho
age of the deceased will be recorded in the tins
of twenty beate to the minute.
Ihen aftei apeure
the tolling will be continued in belf minute itrok'Weddings,
es, For floly Days,
National Festivals
or holidays tb-e Bells r-nay be either chimed oirung'.
The great_Be)l may also be used at a Tocsin by tf,e
Sgx.ton
9n ho-lidays the tower will be in charge
of the Ladies of the Cluild.

Fig. 5

il0 IG
. - The Public may be idnitted tq tbs if,\r"r,rr"aa.
the glidaqce of the officers of lbd chirich, who
a l oonneenh8a,vv e .kEeevysa-No person shall be allowed to lnterfere with the

rop-es,-wires, levers or any appliance connected
with the PeaI or Chimes, erceit the Ringers or
Chinrers when on duty or at prictice.
^ I'he RinEers must see tbat the sir Ehglish hung
Bells are disconnectedwith tbe Climini aDDarat.
us before e rope is touched. fmSUOS-T dnfg_e
FIRST DIIry'of the rlADen "f tn" illf.lcEis,
The Chimer must take cpre to disconnect the
slx Bells of the Peal beforc leaving the Chirninsi
chamber.
Fig. 6

CHAPTERXV
BOSTON,Massachusetts
Church of the Advent
J. lllichoel Simpson

flhere

is a singularlack of informationregardingthe installationof rhese
bellswhich were castby Mears andsrainbankin 1900. They were given
I
r
in memory of catherine codman by Richartl cotlman. Dr. Arthur
NicholsvisitedEnglandin 1896antlhad touredthe foundry while the bells were
being cast. It is not known if, previously, he had been involved with this
project, thoughit would seemvery probable.
Advent bells were openedon october i, 1900 and were rung by
membersof the old colony Guild. The band consisterJ
of Dr. Nichols,his
daughterMargaret,Frank R.P. Staples,JamesMallion, william shipp, Henry
Aston, samuel Batchelder,and Frank J. skinner. prior to this service the
ringersheld practiceson the bells with tied clappers,so that they would make
no sound. Tradition in somequartershas it tlat a new ring of bells shoull not be heartluntil
after the
ceremonyof dedication.On thebig daythebellswere raisedantl then the clapperswere loosecl.
Margaret
Shurcliff describedhow eachpersonstoodby their bell waiting for the signatto start ringing.
This was
givenbyflickingonandofftheelectriclight.
Astheypulle<toff.theringeriheardtieirbellsforthefirst
time. Apparently chaosfollowed. There was a terrific clashingas the ringers were
too bewilderedto
controltheir bells and sort themselvesout. "Stand" calledthe conducto.-d .urntually
silencereigned.
Nicholsst€gestedthattherewassomenervousness
on behalf of someof the learners,.,..which madethe
performance(like Greek verbs) largely defectiveor irregular." Later a John Wilkinson
came into the
ringing chamberand with his help the band was able ro ring a touch of GrandsireDoubles,
It was not long bgfore the ringerswere forced to stop ringing regularlydue to
complaintsfoom
the neighbours.Dr. Nichols did admit that, sincelhe tower was so low, the sound
of the bells echoing
aroundthe adjacentbuildingscreatedan "unquestionablenuisance.' It seems,however,
lhat somerlngmg
did continue,thoughmaintenanceappearsto have beennon-existent.By 1914,
afteronly l4 yearsin the
tower, the bells were going very badly and were ready for rehanging.Dr. Nichols
raisedthe $195.00
necessaryto carry out this work, most of which, if not all, undoubteclly
came fiom Miss Katherine
Codman.Around the sametime the belfry louvres were covered wirh openlng
shutters,which seeme4to
prove satisfactory,andSundayService ringing was able to resume. Thii waslust
as well, as by this time
rrngmgat Christ Churchhad beenseverelycurtailed. The overhaul was not
satisfactoryas a 1ettern qhe
Ringing Wora of Januuy 22,1915 suggests.Up until this time all reports going
to The Ringing Worldhad
been submittedby Dr- Nichols and all had seemedvery positiv". ttris-l.tt r,
by its tone, comesfiom
another,unidentified,pen. It readsin part:
Members of the Boston (Mass.) Guild, having obtainedpermission, rang at the
Church
of the Advent, Boston.on ChristmasEve.
Thesebells have recentlybeenoverhauletl,and prior to this had not been
rung
for some years. When Dr. A.H. Nichols returnedto America after havins
become

interestedh change-ringingwhile in England, he obtainedone or two English ringers in
"green"
the locality and several
hands,to ring on this peal of bells, with the resultthat
permissionwas refusedfor the bells to be rung again.At, last, however, arrangements
were madeto oncemore ring the bells, but with the materialin and aroundBoston,it is
still very difficult to get good striking.
The conditionof the rops helpedto make ringing hard work when the band met
thereon ChristmasEve, and only roundswere rung. On Christmasmorning, however,
the ringers met againin the sametower, anda very well struck 120 of GrandsireDoubles
was rung by: J. Goodheadl, E.E. Randall(Conductor)2, W. Bashford3, P.J. Allfrey 4,
J.F. Laker 5, R. Newton6. On theThursdayeveningMrs. MargaretH. Shurcliffand
D.F. Gibbonsalsorang, in additionto the above.
After thatmore attentionwas given to the bells, presumablyby Daniel Gibbons,an employeeof the bell
foundry, so that on January24,1915, when the Guild paid anotler visit here, everyonecommentedon
the improvement.
By the middle of 1918,ringerswere gettingvery scarcein Boston. Many had enlisted in the army
while otiers had moved out of the city to obtainbetterpayingjobs. From rhis time on thingsget a little
confusing and contradictory.In the July 26, l9l8 Ringing World Dr. Nichols writes that a well struck
quarterof Grandsirewas rung in celebrationof the captureof Jerusalem.He doesnot mentionwhether
this was on tower or handbells.On September6, his letter states; "It is encouragingthat ladies are
manningthe ropes in suchnumbers," but thengoeson to nameonly one, Mrs. Shurcliff. A month later
Richard Newton writes; "No tower bell ringing hasbeendone for over twelve months."
The Advent bells were rung for the Armistice in 1918,thoughthe good Doctor's recordsshow
thathe rangat ChristChurchat that time. A letter from AlexanderMatthews,datedNovember 21, l92l
statestltat althoughall towers in the Bostonareawere availablefor ringing, there was nonegoing on in
the city. There were only six ringers living within the district and, on occasions,tlrey woukl all visit
Groton School and, with tle assistance
of Mr. Sturgisand Mr. Farr, they were able to ring a touch on
eight. tlowever, joined by threeringersfiom Groton,they were able to ring at Advent for an hour for the
Christmas Eve Carol Service. The band on this occasionconsistedof the two Mr. Sturgis's and Mr.
Zabnor, from Groton and MeSsrsAJlfrey, Newton, Bashford,Goodhead,Laker and Matthews,all that
was left of the BostonGuild. By this time Allfrey had moved out of rhe city and, to be presenton this
crcasion, as well as at the Perkinslrxtitute on January2, 1y22,he had to make the round trip of 100 miles
twice. The ChristmasEve ringing here was the first since 1918.
Dr. Nicholspassedaway,
attheage of 82, onJanuary9,1922, andthebellswererunghalfmuffled on the following Sundaymorning. His achievemenls
in the promotionof changerlnging were truly
remarkable, but alas, his long held ambition to have a peal rung in the Boston area did not come to
fulfilment until 55 years after his death.
On August 10, 1y23, ttre Boston Guild members,now numbering eight, nrrned out to rhg halfmuffled on the deathof PresidentHarding.
February 6, ly24 was the day of the funeralof PresidentWoodrow Wilson, and the bells were
rung fully muffled, exceptthat the tenor was open on one side. The ringing consistedof two extenlsof
Grandsire Doublesfollowed by a120 of Plain Bob Minor. This latter exrentthey also dedicatedto the
memoryof JamesW. Washbrook,of Manchester,who was one of the great, if not the greatestringer of
his dav.

The biggestgroup of ringers for many years assembledin Boston on July 10, 1926. They rang
in all three availabletowers, Hingham, Perkinsand finally at Advent. The group included:J. Oldham
@ngland),E. Randall(New York), A.E. Weatherby(Montreal), G.R. Hansen(Everett),Warren Sturgis
(Groton),andfiom Boston:Miss Alice Shurcliff, R. Newon, G. Goodhead,W. Bashford,J. Laker and
Tony Price.
By l929all ringing in Bostonseemsto have ceased,and the BostonGuild was reducedto four
peopleonly (Newton, Henson, Goodheadand Bashford). Groton School was left carrying the flag in the
United States,althoughthis situationwas not to last for long.
There is then a spaceof 34 yearsbefore any more referencesto the Church of the Advent are
found in the pagesof The Ringtng World. The issueof May 24, 1963contairs a brief report from Alan
Durfee statingthat, after more than 30 years of silence,l the top five bells were rung for serviceon
Sunday,April 28. Rtngtngceasedafter aboutten minutesdue to a broken supporton the fiflh. The ringers
on that occasionwere, in additionto AIan, David and Alice Dickinson, who learnedto ring in Cambridge,
UK, and Chris Angell and S. ParkmanShaw who learnedat Groton School.It was hopetlthat enough
ringers could be found to start regular ringing in September.Further brief reports occurred, but all
suggested
that the bells were beingchimed.
It was not until after the formationof the North AmericanGuikl that the bells were finally restoretl
to a ringablecondition.

'n
This would seem to be incorrect, as the report
The Ringing World n 1952 recording the death of Warren S.
Srurgissuggested,he had done his bit to keep change ringing alive in Boston and had arranged ringing every Christmas Eve
from 1935 until 1951.
1
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CHAPTERXVI
GROTON, Massachusetts
Groton SchoolChapel
J. Michael Sirnpson

r. EndicottPeabody,then headmasterof Groton School,spearheaded
the campaign to fund the school chapel. The target amount was
reachedin May 1899. Walter Webb, a parent of one of the pupils,
offeredbells for the chapeltower and suggesteda chime fiom clinton Meneely
of Troy, N.Y. Initially this proposal was acceptedby Bishop Gardiner,
chairmanof the chapelcommittee. Dr. Nichols knew both the bishop and Dr.
Peatndy,but it is unclearwho contactedwhom fust, however, it seemsNichols
providedadvice.He had crossedswordswith Clinton Meneelyin the pastand
this time he won the day, no doubt driven on by his determinationto
reintroduce changeringing to North America. Mr. webb agreedto go along
with the proposal,thoughuntil his dying day, which occurredbeforethe belrs
were installed in 1900, he seemeddoubtful that he had made the correct
decision.changeringersthe world over mustcertainly feel that he did, because
their art becamefirmly establishedas a part of schoollife for many years. In
fact Grotonwas one of only two towers, the other being Kent School,that had an activebandof ringers
continuouslyfrom the early yearsup until the presentrevival which commencedin the late 1960s.
The bellswere openedon November30, 1900,ThanksgivingDay, by membersof the Old Colony
Guildfiom Boston-The ringerswere:William Aston,JamesMallion, William Shipp, William ShippJnr.,
Mirs MargaretNichols, Frank R.P. Staples,JohnWilkinson and Frank J. Skinner. The only method rung
was GrandsireDoubleswith 7-6-8 covering.
In the early yeaJs, a ringer, who was also a gardener,came out fiom Englanclto apply his
experienceboth looking after the school grounds and also teachingsome of the boys changeringing. He
also inspired one of the masters,Warren Sturgis, who went on to becomea most enthusiasticringer.
Dr. Nichols and the BostonGuild madenumerousvisis out to Groton. but in rhe earlv davsno
peal or quarter peal attemps were repofted.
On November27, 1913, to mark the thirteenth anniversaryof the installation, the Boston Guild
attempteda peal of Grandsire Triples, with P.J. Allfrey conducting. After an hour of good striking, one
of the ringers failed to hear a Bob called, and the result was the Guild's third failure to achievea peal.
Nichols commentedthat he felt it would be a marvel if a peal was ever concluded "in this noisy ringing
chamber," as the conductorwould require strong lungs reinforced by a megaphone. They were somewhat
more successful on Easter Day, l9l4 when they brought round the first half of Holt's ten-part peal of
Grandsire.This was not reportedas a failed peal attempt, so it may be assumedthat they rang a half peal
by intention.
Tha*sgiving Day, November25,1914 saw anothervisit by the Boston Guild. There was general
rlnglng in the morning before a service in the chapel. In the afternoonyet anotherattempt was made for

a pealof GrandsireTriples.This time thebandwas: S. Warren Sturgis 1, P.J. Allfrey (Conductor)2, W.
B:tshford
3, J.F. Laker4, J. Gotxlhead
5, E.E. Randall6, R. NewtonT, L. Adams8. Again this was not
successfulas, after 50 minutesringing, a trip occurredwhich could not be corrected.
Almost l2 monthslater, on Sunday,October28,1915, E.E. Randallconducteda quartertaken
from Holt's Originalpeal.Thoughhe had previouslybeenin a peal attempt,this #as the flrst quarterfor
S. Warren Sturgis.
There is now a gap of nearly 20 yeus without any reports appearing.Then on July 9, 1933 there
was a report of a quarterof GrandsireTriples, which was mng by four membersof ttre otd Boston Guild,
Newton,Bashford,Laker andHenson,who were joined by both S. Warren and Warren Sturgis from the
school.From Kent Schoolcame Isaac Attwater, the instructor there, who was the conductor, and Albert
D. Bosson.The last namedwas a studentwho was showinggreatpromiseand this was his first quarter
peal. He had startedlearning the previous Septemberand in that short spaceof time had learned enough
to ring in this attempt.He could also ring l-2-3-4 on handbellsto either a courseof GrandsireDoubles
or Triples. On Sunday,March 31, 1935yet one more attemptwas madeto ring the elusivepeal of
GrandsireTriples. The band for this was the sameas the previousquarter,exceptthat S.W. Wheelock
replacedRichardNewton.Again the attemptwas lost aroundthe half'-waymark, but they did succeetlin
ringing a quarter. They concludedthe day by ringing a courseof GrandsireCatersand a touch eachof
GrandsireTriples and Plain Bob Minor on handbells.They all partedwith the hope of making anorherpeal
attempt,but this time at Kent School.No report of that eventcan be found.
By March 14, 1941,in a letter to Ihe RingingWorldS. Warren Sturgiswrote that there were now
only four changeringers, in additionto himself, living in the Boston Area, but that they were able to ring,
with someregularity,at Groton. The otherswere RichardNewton, JamesLaker, William Bashfordantl
JosephGcntlhead.Warren Sturgispassedawayon Aprrl24,1952, at the age of 84, at his home in Boston.
In a tribute, the editor of TheRinging World wrote: "After the deathof Dr. A.H. Nichols, Mr. Sturgis
did his bestto keep alive the interestin tower-bell ringing, and as recently as ChristmasEve arrangedfor
a groupto meetat the Advent Church in Boston." He is saidto have done this every Christmassincehe
retiredin 193-5.
Now anotherlong gap appearsandthen, in the September22, 196l Ringing World, Russell Young
wrote that in the previousschoolterm the studentshad rung a quarter peal of StedmanTriples. No details
of the band were given. Russellalso reportedthat funds were now to hand to enabletheir bells to be
renrrnedto Whitechapelto be recastinto a pealof ten. This work was completedand the new ring installecl
in the tower by November of the following year. Agairt, in ilre issueof July 3, 1964he reported on two
more quarters,alsoof StedmanDoubles,rung ttrepreviousMay. One,.onMay 3, was conductedby Frank
Price from tlre third, the remainder of the band were all studentsringing their frst quarter peal. A few
dayslater the other quarter consistedof six studentsall ringing their first quarter, and was conductedby
Russell Young who was not ringing a bell.
At rhe 1963 meeting of the Central Council Mr. John Mayne reponed that "Mr. Russell Young
was a ffequentvisitor to tlre UnitedKingdom and had twice brought over parties of boys from the school.
The bells had been rehung and augmentedto ten. The boys had now mng a quarter of Stedman Doubles. "
At the same meeting Mr. Stan Mason confirmed that ttre boys could ring StedmanDoubles and could
manageplain hunt on ten. He went on " . . .if they could keep togetherthey would be a very fine band, but
Mr. RussellYoung has the problem of recruitingnew boys every year."
A similar report to the Council at their meeting in 1964painted an even rosier picture. The band
was then reported to be very strong with about 25 to 30 ringers including both boys and masters.In the

previousyear they had recordeda quarterof StedmanTriples and four of doubles.In addition to Stedman,
Erin andplain hunting were also in their repertoire. They had also paid a visit to Washington Cathedral.
The old eightbells were neverrung to a peal, but lessthan two years after the recasting, the band
that rang the dedicatorypeal at the National Episcopal Cathedral in Washington,DC rang William Pye's
5,040 CambridgeSurpriseRoyal, beingthe frst peal of Royal in North Anrerica. this was followed in
December 1965by a peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Major, conductedby Pat Cannon.Thatband
consistedof sevenringersrenrrninghomefiom a visit to Australia, plus one of the studentsof the school,
Warren Morley II, who rang the trebleto his first peal. This was quite an achievement,since Warren had
never previouslyrung more than a quarterof StedmanDoublesand had never struck a blow in Double
Norwich.
A peal, acceptedretroactivelyas being the first peal for the North American Guild of Change
Ringers,wasrung on August3, 1968,5024 Plain Bob Major. The time takenwas three hours and eight
minutesand was rung by: RichardIngram l, Ruth Gay 2, Alan Durfee (First Peal) 3, David Ingram 4,
Derek Sawyer-5,GeoffreyDavies(Conductor)6, Eric Robers 7, RichardS. Dirksen 8.
TheRingingWorMof September12, 1969feanuesa report by Bill Jackson,which was concluded
the next week. The report is entitled "The SecondNorth American Tour" which coveredfour New
Englandtowers,Kent, Smith,GrotonandHingham.White at Groton the group wasjoined by 83 year oltl
JamesLaker, one of the first, and the last surviving memberof the old BostonGuiltt. He originatedin
TunbridgeWells, Kent, and emigratedto Bostonin May 1913.He was a memberof the bandthat matle
the fust pealauempt,in thatsameyear, at Christ Church, Boston.By this time he was living on the Cape
Cod peninsulawhere he had starteda handbellgroup, and he was accompaniedby two membersof that
group, who were probably watchingtower bells for the frst time. This event seemsto be the only
recordedmeetingbetweenpresentday North Americanringers and any memberof the pre-war Boston
Guild.
During the late 1960sand early 70s Groton receivedmany visits ffom membersof the Toronto
handbellgroup who were oftenjoined by Geoff and ElizabethDaviesfiom Boston.Also, ringersfrom
the new tower at Smitlt Collegewere ableto participatein many of thesesessions.

CHAPTERXVII
VANCOUVER, British Columbia
Holy Rosary Cathedral
J. Michael Simpson

he CathedralChurch of the Holy Rosary, Vancouvercontainsthe
oldest ring of bells on the west coast and these have a very
interestinghistory that datesback to the year 1900.In that year an
order was placedwith tlre flrm of Paccardet FrBresof Savoie,Francefor a
chime of sevenbells, the heaviestof which weighedover 4600 lbs but they
were not tuned to a diatonic scale.upon installationthey were found to be
extremely noisy and the locals complainedthat they were out of tune. A
gentlemanby the nameof Alfred c. Limpus, who was the son of an English
clergyman,but was not himself a ringer, somehowmanagedto persuadethe
i{ appropriateauthoritiesthat thesebells shouldbe sentto Englandto be recast
1 and hung for changeringing. That he shouldhave achievedthis bogglesrhe
mind when one considersthat he had to convinceall the partiesconcernedto
allow their brand new bells to be shipped,as ballast, rountl the Cape, to a
Protestantcountry, to be melted down, recastand retuned, anclshippedback again, also as ballastI
believe. Limpus wrote a report to The Ringing World in August 1916 in which he mentionsall tlre
problems that he had to overcome.The recastingwas carried out by the Castle Green Foundry, of
Llewellinsand James,locatedin Avonmouth,Bristol, in 1906,and they madeno chargefor this except
thatthey retainedthe surplusbell metal(a fairly considerableamount) as compensationfor their services.
Bells numberedone, two, three (the threeheaviest)and numberseven,the smallest,were melteddown
andthe metalusedto cast the fiont five of the presentring. Bells eight, sevenand six of the presentring
are numbersfour, five and six of the sevenoriginal French betls. (The numberingfor bells in a chime is
the reverseof that usedfor changeringing bells.) The tenor weighs 1680lbs and is in the key of F.
Upon return to V-.ouurr, the bells were temporarily detainedby CanadianCustomsin an
attempt to collect import dufy, but Mr. Limpus had the right connectionsand he contactedthe local
Member of P:fliament who, in turn, arrangedfor a.special Order in Council to be passedby the Federal
Government.This allowedfor church bells to be included on the Duty Free list and, as a result, the bells
were soonreleased.
The task of rehangingthe bells seernsto have been somethingof a record as is reported by Limpus
in his article in Ihe Rtnging World:
The bells and fiame were hoistedinto the bell chamber one morning, and at one o'clock
that day the conrador andhis crew of five, set to work to put the whole together. It was
done under my directions and by five o'clock that same evening they were ready for
ringing. I believe that in iself is a record in bell hanging,and was due to the perfect
fiuittg by the foundersto the measurements
I had given. I do not believe any founder has
ever beencalled upon to perform a similar feat of splicing to foreign bells, for they iue
of quite a different contourto our own.

What is also remarkableis that to this day there is no evidenceof tuning on the threeFrench bells.
Alter the rehanging,Limpus finally learnedto handle a bell himself and seemsto have gathered
togethera relativelycompetentbandof expatriatedEnglishmen.The fust quarter peal in Canadawas rung,
for Divine Service, on SundayOctober 17,1909. Alfied Limpus rang the treble and GeorgeFoster
conductedfrom the fifth. The other ringerswere E. Coppen,F. Bressey,R. Cirrier, J. Maskel,J.B.
Cherry and F. Kellaway. This was followed, lessthan two yearslater by the first peal rung on the bells
and in Canada.rGrandsire
Triples,Holt's Original,was rung on July l, 1911for the BritishColumbia
Associationof ChangeRingers, in two hours and 59 minutesand was conductedby GeorgeW. Foster.
The peal was rung to commemoratethe coronation of King GeorgeV and was the first peal rung in what
was then called the Dominion of Canada and the secondpeal rung on the North American continent.
Alfted Limpts rang the treble, George Foster, the secondand the remainclerof tie band were, in order:
Frank Bressey,Gilbert Pearce,William Warner, MatthewBarrefi, ReginaldCarrier and Farrington Jones.
Little is known about the British Columbia Associationof ChangeRingers. No recordshave
survivedand only two referencesto it can be found. The first referenceis on the peal board which hangs
in the Holy Rosarynngrng chamber.The lastrefereru:eto tlre society is in an article n theRinging World,
in August1916,written by Alfred Limpus, describinghis efforts in havingchange-ringingbells installed
in 1906andgoing on to tell the story of the peal. He refersto himself as being the secretaryof the sociefy,
but calls it by an incorrect name, i.e. the British ColumbiaChangeRingers' Association.Neither Zhe
Ringing World nor The Bell News and Ringers' RecorrJmade any reference to a society in their peal
columns. From this it is reasonableto supposethe socierywas not active for very long. As its founcler
members were all expatriatedEnglishmen, it is likely that it was intendedto be a territorial type
association,and membershipwas to be open to all ringers residentin the province.
Soonafter the peal, Vancouvergainedtwo new ringers, Alan R. MacDonald,a memberof the
MiddlesexAssociationand a Mr. W. Judd fiom Pritwell, Essex.Thesenewcomersenabletlthe bandto
ring thefnst touch of 168 StedmanTriples in Canada,if not in North America, in early October, l9l I .
The ringerswere: A.C. Limpus l, G.W. Foster2, F.N. Bressey3, W.Judd 4, G. pearce5, A.R.
MacDonald(Conductor)6, R.J. Carrier 7, F. Jones8. The bandwas now alsocapableof ringing plain
Bob and Kent Major, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Minor, and GrandsireTriples. A quarterpeal,,rung
on March l, l9l4 was Plain Bob Major and, again, was undoubtedlythe first in the methodin North
America.The ringerswere Limpus,Judd,Carrier, F. Taylor, Pearce,M. Bennett,A. Thomson,and the
conductor,G.W. Foster.
World War I broke out in August, 1914, and by year's end five membershad enlistedin 0re
armedservicesand two of thesehad been postedoverseas.However, though considerablyweakened,the
band was still able to muster eight to ring in the New Year in customaryfashion.They were obviously
following, with keen interest, the progressof the ringers in the easternStates,as Limpus, sendingin a
report of the New Year's ringing to The Ringing world, conclucledwith the paragraph:
I am glad to seethings in the ringing way looking so encouragingin Boston, Mass., antl
hope that they may soon score a peal there. It would be interesting to know if there is any
ringing done for service there, especiallyat Christ Church, on that fine old ring.
Noisecomplains surfacedearly in 1915 and the remedy was found to be bricking up the louvres
on threesidesfiom top to botlom. On the fourth side the louvres are lower than the church roof and these

'See

footnote on page 56.

were partially blockedwith wood, but this was done more as a protectionfrom the elementsthan as a
vrund control measure.It was found that this had the effect of lowerins the sound level in the vicinitv of
the church, but the bells could still be heardwell at a distance.
By September1920frve of the ringerswho hadjoined the services, including Alfred Limpus, had
returnedhome. They lost no time in attemptingto regain their old form as, by that time, they had made
two unsuccessfulpeal attempts.In each casethe band was similar to the 1911 peal band, exceptthat
Carrier and Pearcewere replacedby A. Watts and J. Dunaway.The ever hopeful Mr. Limpus writes:
"We
are getring a much-neededset of ropeson which we hope to ring the first peal of Stedman away from
"
the British Isles. Anotherpealwas attemptedthe next year and this was occasionedby a visit from a Mr.
CharlesWillshire. He originatedfrom Guildford, Surrey, but was then living in Montreal. Grandsire
Triples wasthe methodandthis had beengoing well for over an hour and a quarter, when Father O'Boyle
enteredthe ringing chamber and requestedthat ringing ceasedue to illness in the hotel acrossthe street.
In additionto Willshire the other membersof the band were: Limpus, Foster, Jones,John Parkinson,
William Sampson,JohnDearloveand Herbert Whiteman. The last four named seemto be relatively new
to the tower. They were able to score a quarter peal on Sunday,April 23, 1927. Again the methodwas
Grandsire Triples and the ringers were, in order: A. King, A.C. Limpus, Geo Roberts, Alfred P.
Goddard,Jack Powell, W. Sampson,JohnParkinson(C) and FarringtonJones.
A regtrt to The Ringing World of March 19, 1926said that the previous New Year was rung in
accordingto the usualcustomof ringers. Many lettersand phonecalls were receivedby the Vancouver
Szn, amongstthem being this one, by an unknownlady:
We are now listeningto bells nngrngin the New Year, and it is lovely. It is the first time
I have heard a peal of bells sinceI cameto Canadanearly 14 years ago. At my home
town, Newbury, England,one of the churchestherehad a pearlof bells and they were
played exactly as thosebells were playedthe Holy Rosary Pro-Cathedral.Thank the
bellringersfor giving us so much pleasure.
That was by no meansthe only compliment received. The broadcastwas heard from placesas far apart
as High Prairie, Alberta and SanFrancisco,California. ErnestPontingfrom Sacramentowrote "...not
havingheardthe real churchchimessinceleavingttreotd country, now over 17 years, it brought that little
tearof remembrance....""and W.A. Dexter, of Almedo, California, "...would you pleaseacknowledge
receptionof the swing chimesfrom the Pro-CathedralHoly Rosary usheringin the New Year. Of all the
celebrationswe heardvours was the finest...."
Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria records show that seven Vancouver ringers attendedthe
dedicationof thosebells in July of 1936. This number might have been larger but for the fact that one of
the two Pitmanswas involved in an automobileaccidentwith a train two days before the dedication.He
obviously survived this traumatic experienceas his name does recur in a later document. In 1939three
membersmoved to Victoria, which was a big loss to the band. However, they were still able to muster
a firll companyof eight. On June 16 of ttrat year two of the wanderers returned temporarily, bringing with
them J.E. Hutchins of the Victoria band. This enabledthem to ring a quarter of Grandsire Triples. The
RirEerswere: A.C. Limpus 1, W. Sampson2, R. Pitman3, F. Hird 4, T. Silvester5, J. Watts 6, A.B.
Lomas (Conductor)7, J.E. Hutchins8.
A phototakenin the 1940sshows15 ringers.By ttristime only two of the l9l I peal band, namely
Limpus and Bressey,still seemedto be around. l95l was the GoldenJubileeof the Cathedraland a
txnklet publishedat that time lists a bandof ten ringers.Of the peal band apparentlyonly Limpus was still

active.It is in thi^sbcxrkletthat the namesof both Pinnansappear.Alfied Limpus died in 1952 andthe bells
were silentfor five years.
Next, there arrived in the city one AnthonyJ.M. Collins, a ringer from the countyof Surrey in
Tony'sfirst concern,after finding himself employment,was to get the bells ringing again,and
ErElzurd.
in this was assistedby Ted Lee. In August of 1957he appealedfor volunteersand 24 peopleresponded.
The fust taskwas to clean up and repair the ravagesof five years of neglect, but soon, with a nucleusof
"Old
Country," plus some20 learnersthe bells were going again. On New Year's
severalringersfrom the
Eve in 1957the previouslytraditionalradio broadcastof Ringing In the New Year was resumed, and less
than a month later the bells were ringing againto welcomethe QueenMother to the ciry. 1958was the
centennialyear of the Provinceof British Columbiaand, in connectionwith this event, in July of that year
thebellswerenng to welcomeH.R.H. PrincessMargaret. During this time ringing continuedregularly
fbr SundayServicesand for practiceson Tuesdayevenings.
On July 13, 1958a plaque,madeout of solid Englishoak, was hung in the ringing chamber.It
was unveiled by Mr Limpus' eldestdaughter,who had travelledup from California for this express
purpose,in the presenceof the Rector of the Cathedraland the ringers. The plaquereads:
This recordsthat solely
through the inspirationof
ALFRED CLAUDE LIMPUS
1868- 1952
The bells in this tower were
hung
for changeringing.
Si monumentum
requiris
auresPrcebe
The increasedactivity in the tower was soon evident in the columnsof The Ringing World.
Reports appearedin this publicationcovering the exchangeof visits betweenHoly Rosary and both
Victoria and Mission.The tower alsobecamepopularwith visiting ringers. Mrs. FrancesBodie, who was
tower secretaryduring the early sixties, placed an advertisementconcerningthe times of ringing in The
Ringing World, and six months later followed this up with a letter reporting on eight different ringing
visitors who had called in for a pull.
In March of l97l the bells were rung to mark the wedding of Pierre E. Trudeau, Prime Minister
of Canada, to Margaret Sinclair of Vancouver. This was acknowledgedby a letter from the Prime
Minister's office.
August1973saw the secondpeal on thesebells. Wilf Williams and his band, who were touring
North America, rang the first peal of SplicedSurpriseMajor outsideof the British Isles. Since the
formationof the Guild, and alsodue to the increasein the number of touring bandsfrom the UK, several
other pealshave now been rung here, but this is recent (and recorded)history.

CHAPTERXVIII
CHCAGO, Illinois
University of Chicago,Mitchell Tower
Roberl Gruen &
J. Michael Simpson

n 1907Dr. A. Nicholsof Bostondiscovered
thatthe Universityof Chicagowas
considering
the installation
of somebells as a memorialto Alice Freeman
Palmer,theUniversityof Chicago's
(andthe world's) first Deanof Women.He
contacted ProfessorJ. Lawrence Laughlin of the University to suggestthat these
should be hung for changeringing. Professor Laughlin subsequentlytravelled to
Bostonin Juneof that year and was taken by Nichols to Groton School in order that
he might seethe type of bellsbeingproposed,and he was treatedto a demonstration
of ringing by the boys of the school. He was obviously convinced that changennging bells would be more appropriatettrana chime, and must have wastedno time
in placingtheorderasa year later, on June9, 1908,the bells were dedicated.They
had not been hung in the tower at that time, but were set up in the grounds of the
University for all to see. Dr. Nichols and his daughterMargaret Shurcliff were
invited to be specialguestsat the dedication,but had to decline as Margaret was
neanngthe end of her secondpregnancyand Dr. Nichols did not wish to go alone.
It seemsthat he was never able to arrangea visit to Chicagoin order to seeor ring the bells.
One of the strongestsupportersof bringing bells to Chicago was A. Alonzo Stagg, the coachof
the University of Chicago football team, who were perennialBig Ten championsat that time. He wrote
of his desireto have the bells chime the Alma Mater at his team'scurfew as a further way of inspiring
them!
TheBell No,vsof May 2, 1908carried a letter ffom Dr. Nichols which invited interestedEnglish
ringersto emigrateto Chiiago. Anotherleuer from him in the June 6 edition states: "...[the mail] brought
fifteen favourableresponses
by the fust English mail, and six more have reachedme, including one from
Canada. Some of theseletters came from men of the highest reputationas experiencedconductorsand
instructors." Soon a six bell band was active. The first mention of ringing the bells appearedn the Bell
NewsJanuary2,1909. On November21, 1908 a720 of Plain Bob Minor was rung by BenjaminRead,
Bertie Cowling, Norman C. Wakefield, Frederick R. Barraclough,Francis J. Rumensand George
Banaclough(Conductor).On the sameoccasionthey also rang a plain courseof Kent Treble Bob Minor.
The Bell News datedSeptember24,l9l0 reportson the frst Annual Meeting of the Chicago Guild which
was held on September5, 1910. All of the above ringers, exceptFrederick Barraclough, who was quite
likely not a residentof the United States,andBertie Cowling,joined the new society. Other memberswere
J. Worthington,F. Pates,w. whitaker, T. Cartwright , T. Smith and H. Skitt. All the above, exceptJ.
Worthirgton, but including Bertie Cowling, were residentin Chicago. Initially this must have been quite
a sfrongband. The Alice Palmer ring of ten was, "by kind permissionof the chimes committee," put at
the disposalof the ringers, and the meetirg concluded with a vote of ftanks to that committee. The article
being quoted inthe Bell Ns"s continued:

'go'
Owing tu the structure on which the bells are placedthe
of the tenors are not what
they shouldbe to makeringing either practicableor good, and until some alterationscan
be made,it is advisablenot to ring them. Consequently
the ringing was confinedto six,
first
720
the striking throughout being of the best. The
of Kent Treble Bob Minor was
rung on the bells, fbllowed by 360 Plain Bob, Mr. T. Smith taking part, this being his
first touchsinceleavingEnglandover 20 years ago. Other methodsfollowdd, the ringing
in thetowerfinishingat 6 p.m. A socialeveningfbllowed, touchesof GrandsireCaters,
GrandsireTriples, Kent Treble Bob Major and Plain Bob being rung on handbells,
'Caller Herrin' finally
bringing to a closea successfuland enjoyablemeeting,and one
which is hopedwill be the forerunner of many others in a country were [.ric] such things
as ringing meetingsare as yet unknown.
Initially, thereseemsto have been considerableconfusion, not only about the primary use of the
bells, but also of the terminologyinvolved. Apparentlythe workers who were preparingthe tower, in
advanceof the arrival of the bellhangers,askedwherethe "chime" shouldbe placed. The information they
got was appropriateto "chiming" and that the bells shouldbe irstalled on a level with the louvres,so a
timber platform was constructedto raise the bells to that level. It is movementof this platform, which is
attachedto the tower only at the platfbrm's base,that contributessubstantiallyto the difficult "go" of the
bells.
Change ringing seemsto have beendiscontinuedabout l9l0 or '11 and not for an unfamiliar
reason.A letter in the possession
of the president'ssecretarystates:"We have never been able to do much
" An
change-ringingowing to the nervousness
of our neighbours.
exampleof this nervousness
comesin
a letter fiom a student:
It is between3 and 4 o'clock in the afternmrnof a 'sane'Fourth of July, zurdI find myself
thrust to the ragged edge of dementiaby the insaneding-dongingsof thoseeverlasting
bells. If I were a self-respectingstudent,I should proceed at once to organisean
expeditionto drag them down fiom the belfry the next dark night and make 'versunkene
Gkrcke' of them all in the bottomof Lake Michigan.
After that all changeringing ceased,and tune ringing on the Ellacombehammerstook over.
Nearly 50 years later, two more English ringers moved to the city to work at the Argonne
NationalLaboratory.They recruiteda small band of ringers. Progresswas slow and both of thesepeople
returnedto Englandbeforetheir snrdentscould ring changes.However, the band did not fall apart, change
ringing continued, and many beginnerswere introducedto the exercise. Some of the people recruited
around that time are still members of the band. Instruction in changeringing was only available fiom
books. Bob Gruen recalls his frst ringing trip to England in thesewords:
...our first nngtng stopwas in Lincoln, where we met the ReverendJ. Walter Froggatt,
who met us for an introductory ring at St. Mary le Wigford, a four. He took l-2, and
Laura and I the 3 and 4 each. Chaosensued,until he stoppedand explainedto us that
ringers don't pull off immediately into changesbut ring rounds for a bit first. We in
Chicagohad been startingthe frst change at the backsfoke after pulling off! He took us
to two othertowersfor their practices,andthen to tea with one of the local societies.We
rang at a numberof othertowerson that vacation, and returnedto Chicago with our new
knowledgeof how the Englishactuallydo things.

CHAPTERXIX
MONTREAL, Province of Quebec

St. Patrick's Cathedral
Susan Benzon (Re.searchin Montreal) &
J. Michael Simoson

he ten bells were hung in this tower in l9l0 and were cast by Mears and
Stainbank,and were the secondpeal of changeringing bells installedin the
City. Theywerededicated
on SundaySeptember11, 1910The tenor, in rhe
key of E, weighs2266lbs.It would seemthat thereis nothing in the church archives
relating to bell ringing. However, it is known that two weeks after the dedication
service,on Sunday,September25, a complete720 of Grandsire Doubles was rung
here,beforeHigh Mass,by: H. Whitemanl, A.H. Burgess2,1.F. Pearson3, J.
Merrick 4, D.S. Bell 5, W. Livermore6. This carried a footnote: "Rung by a party
of Englishmen."Who they were is unclear.In the 3rd edition of rheDirectory of
ChurchBell Ringers, publishedin SeptemberI 93I , the nar-neof J. Merrick occurs
with a MontrealaddressandJ.F. Pearsonis listedat being last heardof in Canada.
Change ringing probablyoccurredhere for a very few years soon after the bells
were hung. Mr. ErnestWeatherbymovedto Montreal from QuebecCity, sometime
after 1910 and, according to The Ringing World of July 9, 1971, set about
organizing a band there. It seemsmost likely that this was the Montreal tower
concerned.He returnedto Englandat aboutthe time of the outbreakof World War I, in 1914,and for
how long afier that changeringing continuedto be practisedhere is not known.
Tony Collins reportedto The Ringing World of August 9, 1963that he had inspectedthe bells in
196l andhis recollectionwasthat five of them were completewith wheels, ropes and stays. The other five
had beenmotorizedwith massiveelectricchain drives.
As part of the researchfor this chapter,a more recentinspectionof the tower and bells was
carried out in October 1996by SusanBenzon,of Victoria. The bells still hang in their original frame,
which is very rusty. This is not surprising, since they are open to the weather and only protectedby wire
screeningto keepout birds. All the wheelshave beenremoved,and thoughsomeof the bells still have
stays, others have been broken and some completely removed. Someor all of them are now fixed by a
metalbracketscrewedinto the woodenheadstocksand bolted to the frame, so that they cannotbe swung.
Susan was also able to speakwith the Sacristan,Charles Brocklehurst, who has been employed at the
church for 20 years. He said that he had no knowledgethat changerrnging had ever occurred here, but
only individualsrirging one bell at a time. The lastbellringerdied in 1925. However, he said that in about
1988therewas a conventionof 'would-be" Montreal bellringers, "including a team from England," who
met at McGill University.They visitedthe tower and rang "about five" bells with ropes. The other bells,
havlngbeenmotorized,could not be rung. He thought that this meetingwas designedto get ringing going
againin Montreal. He then went on the explain that in l99l the bells were "computerized" and are now
rung electronically,andthe chaindrives, seenby Tony Collins, have been removed. Apparently the tower
used to rock while the bells were being rung. Thesedays they are chimed and only for weddingsand
specialoccasions.

In the west end of the church there are four plaquesgiving informationaboutthe bells. Plaques
Nos. I and 4 eive detailsof the individualbells as follows:
Plaque One
The Chimesof St. Patrick's

Plaque Four
The Chimesof.St. Patrick's

FatherQuinlivan'sBell
"John,
Martin, Thomas"
from Mr. Martin Fagan
In Memory of his BelovedWife
C Sharp 812 lbs.

The Historic Bell
"Charlotte"

The SeminaryBell
"Charles,
George,Frederick"
Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Ryan
D Sharp 705 lbs.
The CongressBell
"Our
Lady of the BlessedSacrament"
Mr. J.T. Davis,Donor
Note E 674 lbs.
The Choir Bell
"Cecilia,
Margaret, Mary"
Presentedby The Choir
F Sharp 582 lbs.
The Children'sBell
"Aloysius,
Francis,De La Salle"
Presentedby The Children
G Sharp 516 lbs.

Restoredby the Parishioners
Note E 2250 lbs.
The Pope'sBell
"Pins. Edward.Vincent"
Mr. T.F. Smith Donor
F Sharp1615lbs.
The Archbishop'sBell
"Paul,
Gerald,James"
Gift of Mrs. M.A. McCrory
In Memory of her DaughterMay
G Sharp1244lbs.
The Holy Name Bell
Blessedbe His Holy Name
from
"The Holy
Name Society"
NoteAll00lbs.
FatherDowd's Bell
"Patrick,
Andrew, Cornelius"
A Gift of Mrs. M.P. Ryan
Note B 951 lbs.

Plaque Two
The Chimesof St. Patrick's
To Commemoratethe restorationand solemn dedicationof the Historic Bell, Charlotte.
Cast in the WhitechapelFoundry London, England,A.D. 1774;first placedin Notre
Dame, and presentedto St. Patrick's, A.D. 1840,
Charlose, injured, was recast at Whitechapel,blessedwith the Holy Name Bell, in this
Church Dec. l3th. 1908. and restoredto the tower.
"Vox
Populi,Vox Dei"

Plaque Three
The Chimesof St. Patrick's
As a perpetual memorial of the XXI InternationalEucharisticCongressat Montreal,
Sept.7-ll, A.D. 1910,and in lastingremembrance
of the SolemnCongressMass,and
the presenceof the Cardinal Legate in St. Patrick's Church, Sept. 10, was erecteda
Chimeof Bells,blessedwith imposingliturgical rites, May 15, 1910,by the Most Rev.
Paul Bruchesi,Archbishopof Montreal.
It would appearfiom the wordirE of PlaqueTwo that "Charlotfe," the tenor, and the "Holy Name
Bell" were cast in 1908, two years before the rest of the peal. "Charlotte" is also referred to as the
"Historic
"
Bell. A pamphletin the churchgivessomethingof her history: "Among the bells is the famous
'Charkrue'
old
which usedto hangin fie belfi:yof the former parish of Notre Dame, demolishedin 1843.
This old bell was ca.stin 1174 lby Thomas Lesterl. " The church of Notre Dame no longer exisLs.It used
to standadjacentto the site now occupiedby the Cathedralof the samename. The present "Charlotte"
musthavebeenreca;t in 1908usingthe metal from the old bell. There is no record of whether the "Holy
"
Name Bell, cast at the sametime, was a new bell or the recastingof an older one.

CHAPTERXX
HINGHAM, Massachusetts
Memorial Tower
Daniel H. Cushinp

he Hingham Memorial Bell Tower is the fulfillment of a dream of
touis Craig Cornish,ministerof the First Parish in Hingham,which
is housedin the Old Ship Meetinghouse,built by Hingham'searliest
settlersin 1681.Cornishwas an ardentanglophileand a man of considerable
tenacity.In 1906,Cornishvisited England and made a pilgrimage to ihe town
of Hinghamin Norfolk where most of the early settlerscame from. While in
England,he was seducedby the soundof church bells. Upon his return, he
proposed to the parish council that a set of bells be boughtfor the church.
Unitarians not being particularlyattractedto suchhigh church trappingsas
bells, andthe designof the wmden meetinghousenot being particularly suited
to the additionof a tower, his suggestionwas vetoed.He counteredwith the
idea of building a free standingcampanilea respectfuldistancefrom the
meetinghouse. The council again refusedto fund the project.
Not to be deterred,The Rev. Mr. Cornish approachedthe Town
Selectmen in 1908 with the idea of buildins a bell tower to serve as a
memorial to the early settlersof the town on the occasionof the 275th anniversaryof iLssettlement.He
suggestedthat "the strongestrecommendationfor this form of memorial is its capacity to serve this and
coming generations.Such a memorial to sturdy men shouldnot be dumb. It shouldspeak." The town
fathersagreedthat it was a worthy cause,andendorsedthe idea, but made it clear that it could not be built
with public funds. Cornish consideredthat a victory and went to work. He convinced the parish council
to offer land adjacentto the meeting house as a site for the tower, and he convinced the selectmento
endorsea semi-publiccomr,nittee
to raisethe necessaryfunds through public subscription,and overseethe
construction.The committee consistedof people active in town affairs, descendantsof the early settlers,
andthe Cxrvernorof Massachusetts,
JohnD. [-ong, originally from Hingham. It also included descendants
of the early settlerswho had moved away, such as CharlemagneTower who had been ambassador
to
Germany, and was living in Washington.
Over 1600 peopleconffibuted.Clubs and organizationsraisedmoney, schoolchildren bought
bricksfor five centsandsignedthem. ( havehad the unhappyjob of explaining to many of them that their
signatures were covered in mortar.) The town of Hingham, England contributed a cornerstonefor the
tower. Known as the Hirgham Stone,andbelievedto have beenbrought to old Hingham by druids, it had
stood in the town squarefor 700 years and was used to help riders mount their horses. The stonewas
presented to the town by JamesBryce, British Ambassador,in a ceremony in the Hingham Armory.
Governor Long acceptedit on behalf of the town.
By 1910,$16,000dollarshad beenraised,and constructionbegan.The bells were dedicatedon
November25, l9l2 in a ceremonyheld in the Old Ship meetinghouse. The bells were each rung in turn
andttre inscriptionon eachbell was readby the Rev. L.C. Cornishfollowed by a dedicatory responseread
by the congregation.Following the dedication,the bells were mng throughoutthe day by a band arranged

by Arthur Nichols. Althoughhis correspondence
doesnot revealthe namesof the ringers, he notesthat
he had "sent to Englandtbr two more expertringers." Nichols alsocitesthat the ringers "...have taken
liking to the HinghamBells, as beingespeciallymusicaland easyto ring."
a _qreat
There are elevenbells in the tower, ten hung for changeringing and one, a flat, to facilitate
chiming.The treblebell weighs515 lb. andthe tenorweighs2,203lb.The bells,which originallycost
$ I , 100, are copiesof bells in Hingham, Englandand its environswhich the settlerswould haveheard
befbreleavingfor America in 1635.Therefbre,they bear two inscriptions.The l9l2 inscriptionsare as
fbllows:
l. I recall fbrgottendaysbefore the settlerscame.
2. I ring the memory of the foundersof this free plantation.
3. I ring their courage.
4. I ring their toil.
5. I ring fteir perseverance.
6. I ring their love of freedom.
7. I ring their love of truth.
8. I ring their faith in God.
9. I sayunto you that manyprophelsand righteousmen have desiredto see(hosethings
that ye seeand have not seenthem and to hear thosethingsthat ye hear and have not
heardthem.
10. I chargeyou: rememberyour heritage.
I l. I prophesythe time when the earthshzrllbe full of the knowledgeof god as the waters
cover the sea.
The Tower is a freestandingcampanile,with four levels.It is constructedof poured concrete, steel
andbrick with a granitefoundation.The foyer, known asthe memorialroom, containsthe Hingham stone.
Threetabletslist someof the early settlers,the inscriptionson the bells and the namesof the committee
memberswho built the tower. On the next level is the Peter Hobart room, namedfor the flrst minister to
the early settlers.Furnishedin cypresspanelingand Elizabethanantiquesdonatedby the Rev. Mr.
Cornish, it was used for meetingsof the trusteesas well as a retreat for the minister of the first parish.
By 1933, the elemenlshad rotted the cypress,and the furnishingswere put on loan to the old meeting
house.The ringing chamberis on the third level, and the belfry is on the fourth.
There are recordsof severalbandsof local ringersforming throughoutthe years. Both change
ringing and chiming continuedthroughoutthe 20s and 30s, but as interestin changeringing died out in
the area,the interestin chiming tuneson the bells increasedin Hingham. Severalgroups raised funds for
the upkeepof the tower and it hasnearly alwaysbeenin useor looked after. In the 1950s,Mary Niles and
her husbandLouville, both of whom chimed the bells, fbrmed the Hingham Memorial Bell Tower
Associates.Amy Howard, long an advocateof the bell tower, and Ebed Ripley, son of one of the original
trustees,arrangeda publicity campaignand formed a regularbandof chimers.By 1954,there were 28
members.
It was in 1967that David Gifford, organistat the Old Ship meetinghouse,and his friend Gene
Gardnerttxrk an interest in the bells and restoredthem to changeringing. Gene, a mechanicalengineer,
set about overhauling the bells. He correspondedwith Alan Hughes at the WhitechapelFoundry, who
supplied him with informationon ringing and a few contacts,includingRussellYoung at Groton. His
practicalintroductionto rrrgrrg happenedby pure chance.He was in the belfry, fitting new staysonto the
bells when a man pokedhis headthroughthe hatch. "Do you know how to ring?" Genebellowed.The
man, Tudor Mtlrris, replied that he did, and upon hearingthat Genecould not, offered to teachhim.

Althoughhe had lived in Hingham for two years, Mr. Morris was due to return to his native Englandin
two weeks time. He taught Geneand David along with Ebed Ripley, David's wife Irene and children
Ralphand Ann.
Therewa,sa regularbzud ringingplain hunt on six bells by the time I joined them in 1970. Geoff
Davies would visit fiom Lexington on occasionfbr some welcome instruction.That year, my sister
Margaretlearnedto ring at Smith College,zurdjoined the Hingham band during the summer months. The
summers:rlso
broughtLiz Daviesand Nancy Lewis for the weekly practiceas we learnedBob Doubles.
JulianneBohanonand PennyHull joined the bandthe following year. In 1972, the bells were the center
of the Town's celebrationof the end of the war in Vietnam. The band rang call changeswell into the
night, astownspeoplecameup in shiftsto watch. The lawn in front of the tower was crowded with people
callingfor more! The Wilffed Williarns tour attempteda quarter peal on the bells in 1913on the ocsasion
of Julianne'smarriageto David Mehegan.Unfortunately,the sixth bell got the bestof a venerableringer
(who shall remain nameless)and the quarterwas lost.
The presentbandperforms regularlyfor weddings,and enjoysa local appreciationamongsome
of the youngercoupleswho live in the vicinity of the tower. PeteShaw and John Hopey chime tunesat
leastonce a week, and clnweekendsduring the holidays.The town and the local historicalsocietyshow
an ongoing interestin preservingboth the tower and promotingchangeringing in Hingham. We look
forward to creatinga joyful noisewell into the next century.

CHAPTERXXI
WATBRTOWI\, Massachusetts
Perkins Institute for the Blind
J. Michael Sirnnson

the mostinterestingpart of the history of thesebells, which were
flrobably
in the year 1913,occurredbeforethey were cast. In Febru4ry
Hi^tutt.d
I
1910,SarahC. Wheelwright,a neighbourof Dr. Nichols, made an offer
to Harvard Universityto supplybells for their Memorial Hall. Dr. Nichols had
manyyearspreviouslythoughtof hstalling bells in this magnificent tower. This
time he finally got around to making an inspectionand discoveredthat, despite
its impressiveexterior, it was nothingmore than a shell and, furthermore,it
doubledas a chimneyfor the refectory below. Harvard rejectedthe offer from
Mrs. Wheelwright.
That sameyear planswere unveiledfor a new CustomHouse, including
a 400 fcrottower, overlookingBostonHarbour. Nichols had already approached
Peabody& Sterns,the architects,and suggestedinstalling bells. He envisioned
a ring duplicating the famous Bow Bells of London, which could be rung by
Harvard studenls,who had learnedto ring at Groton. Her offer to Harvard havingbeenrejected,Mrs.
Wheelwrightwas only too pleasedto offer bells to the United StatesGovernmentfor the new Custom
House.Shehad the right connectionsas her cousin, SenatorHenry Cabot Lodge, drafted and sponsored
providing for a ring of twelve, endowedin perpetuity for maintenance.Most people
a bill of acceptance,
connectedwith this project assumedthat the bill would pass.So it did, in the Senateon April 5, 1910.
Likewise,everyoneexpectedthat it would passwith equal easethrough the House of Representatives,but
ClintonMeneely,the bell founderfrom Troy, N.Y, who had feudedwith Nichols in the past, was made
awareof what was going on, and he alsohad many good connectionsin the right places.First he senta
bid for an Americanchime to Mrs. Wheelwright.He alsosuccessfullylobbied againstthe bill, and it went
into committee.
Meneely himself appearedbefore the HouseWays and MeansCommitteeon April 20, 1910.
Public speakingappearsnot to have beenhis forte, and also he had not preparedhimself for questioning.
He madethe point that there shouldbe American bells in a building owned by the U.S. Government.He
alsoaccusedNicholsof advertisingEnglish bells, as well as acting as an agentfor Mears and Stainbank.
Nothingcould havebeenfurther from the truth. Dr. Nichols always paid his own out-of-pocketexpenses,
and tltough Alfred Hughes, from the foundry, frequentlyoffered to reimburse him, he was always refused.
An hour andforty-five minuteslater the chairman askedif there was anything further. Meneely replied,
"Nothing
further exceptthat you put in 'American-made' bells." "That has already been taken down half
a dozentimes," was the curt reply.
CharlesD. Hilles, Secretaryof the Ways andMeansCommittee,wrote to Mary C. Wheelwright,
SarahWheelwright'sdaughter, in May of 1910, concerningthe bill. It seemedthat Meneely's testimony
had some effect and he felt that it was likely that the House would require that the bidding be limited to
Americanfoundries.The very next day Nichols drafted a letter for Mrs. Wheelwright's signature,saylng
that the offer would be withdrawnif the bells could not be made in England. Though Henry Cabot Lodge
8t

wrote to his cousin,sayinghow surprisedhe was at the oppositionto this bill, the matter did not end there.
Next the matter of noisewas raisedby SamuelMcCall, the chairmanof the committee,and he f'eltthat
thismightbe a decidingtactor in the deliberations.Nicholsthen begandrafting a letter dealingwith this
subjectand, althoughMcCall seemedto think that it would not be necessaryfor Dr. Nichols to appear
befirrethe committee,the gurd doctorhad otheropinionsand on May 31, 1910 he stoodbefore them, with
a I5 fixx tall blueprintto assistin makinghis case.He assuredthe congressmen
that the tower would be
safbandthe noiselevellow andpleasingto the ear. It seemedthat his presentationwas well receivedand
he was told by the chairmanthat, if the bill passed,it would be due to his statement.
Nichols returnedto Boston,Congressrecessedfor the summer,and Mrs.Wheelwrightleft for
crxrlerclimes. The BostonHerald, on June3, seemedto feel that the bill would not pass. Others suggested
that there was ill feeling within the House becausethe bill was introducedfirst to the Senate.Sarah
Wheelwrightat frrst seemedamusedthat Meneelyhad suggested
that Nichols was a paid agentof Mears
andStainbank,andby other remarks he had made to the committee. But by autumn she had experienced
a changeof hezrt anddecidedto withdraw her offer. Shewrote to Nichols: "I never wish to be bothered
with the subjectagain. I am too old to pushagainstthe indifferenceof my fellow creaturesas I felt last
winter. I think that you will agreewith me and that it will be a relief to you as well. "
However,heforethe end of that sarneyear, she had once againhad a changeof heart, and wrote
to Nicholsconcerningthe new PerkinsInstitute for the Blind which was to be constructedon the estateof
JosiahStickneyin Watertown. She was the granddaughterof ThomasHandasydPerkinsfor whom the
school was named. The Perkins authoritiesacceptedher offer of a ring of bells, and Dr. Nichols
immediately set to work helpingthe architectsplan for the stressof heavy swingingbells. Thesewere
destinedto be the last new ring of bells with which he had any connection.
Early in December1912, the bells arrived in the Port of Boston,and Dr. Nichols found himself
havingto attend0re Custom House (though not the new Custom Housefor which the bells had originally
beenintended),ttt try andget them admiuedwithoutduty bernglevied upon them. In this it appearshe was
successful,as on December11,l9l2 they arrived at Perkins.Initially they were placedin the school
museumwherethe studentswere permitredto touch them and to read their inscriptionswith their fingers.
Nanrally this causedmuch excitement,notjust amongthe students,but also among many of the teachers.
By January21, l9l3 installationwas completeand Dr. Nichols went on a tour of inspection.Eachbell
was testedfor its handlingand sound,and he professedhimself pleasedwith the effect saying: "...the
superiorenvironment,large open arches,and capaciousbelfry and ringing chamberrenderthis ring an
idealone firr changeringing."
The official openingof the bells wason March 8, l9l3 andthey were rung by a band from Groton
School,augmentedby Dan Gibbons,from the foundry, and threelocals.
Around tltis time, Dr. Nichols had been adding footnotesto many of his repors to The Ringing
Worldsuggestingthat any English ringers who were thinking of emigrating would find a warm welcome
and, probably,employmentin Boston.It seemshe was havingsomesuccessin this. A meetingon May
9, 1913was held in thls tower to welcomeRichard Newton who had arrived the day before. He had been
a memberof the ManchesterPoliceForce anda ringer at ManchesterTown Hall. He was well known for
rlngrngheavybells, andhad amasseda total of 82 peals. He was to becomea pillar of the Boston ringing
communityfor manyyears.The sameedition of The Ringing World that carried the news of this meeting
alsoreporteda quarterpeal of Double Norwich rung at St. Peter'sChurch, TunbridgeWells, Kent, as
a farewellto S. (Jack)Perkinswho was leaving the next day for Boston, in the company of Mr. J. Laker
liom the sameband.The first outingof the newly formed BostonGuild was held on May 23, and included
ringing here. All three of the new arrivals,togetherwith Allfrey and GeorgeMoore, joined in a720 of
82

Kent T.B. Minor conductedby William Bashford.Thingswere looking up in the Boston area and, in fact,
changeringing was becomingquite widely known, so much so that the Guild was invited, the following
month, to give a practicaldemonstrationof the art to the BostonSocietyof Architects.Watertownwas
selectedas the venuefbr this. As Dr. Nicholsput it:
A full turn out of the society afforded a rare opporfuniryof illustrating to an intelligent
and appreciativeaudience,not only the scientificcharacterand superiorityof change
ringing, but also of directing attentionto our reasonablerequirementsin the designand
equipmentof bell towers.
On Stmday,Oclober15, 1915the BostonGuild rang the first quarterpeal on the bells. As usual
tlriswa^s
GrandsireTriplesandwa.srungby: A. Matthews(First Quarter)l, H. Petts2, J.F. Laker 3, W.
Bashfirrd4, J. Goodhead5, E.E. Randall6, P.J. Allfrey (Conductor)7, R. Newton8.
In an article a f'ewyearslater in a Perkins'publication,Anna Fish Gardnerextolledthe virtues
"The
of the ring:
Wheelwrightbells fill an importantniche amongour treasuredpossessions,
and their
clear toneswould be missedif they shouldbe silenced." Onecouldponder upon the reasonswhy she made
sucha statement.Could someonehave alreadysuggested
that they shouldno longer be rung?
This was quite probablythe caseas, almostas soonas the bells were installed,schoolofficials
werecomplainingaboutthe deafeningsoundin the courtyard.Nichols experimentedwith woodenplugs.
These were rejectedas a failure even thoughhe discovereda variety of wood, known as hornbeamor
ironwtxrd, that did not powder under the impact. In 1916,leathermuffles were tried with a little more
success,but subsequently
someof the louvreswere boardedup, reducingthe noiselevel in the school
courtyardby ahout30 per cent.
Membersof the BostonGuild continuedto makeperiodicvisits here over the yearsbut, by the
entl of World War I ringing was at a very low ebb in the Boston area, due principally to ringers moving
out of town seekingbetteremployment.
On Janu:ry2, 1922three Groton ringers,togetherwith five othersfrom the area, met here and
enjoyedahut an hour's ringing. Thenon Sunday,February10, 1924membersof the Boston Guild, which
had now increasedto aboutseven,togetherwith Warren S. Sturgis of Groton, rang half-muffled touches
of GrandsireTriples in memory of JamesW. Washbrook,a well known ringer from Manchester.

CHAPTERXXII
KENT, Connecticut
Kent SchoolChapel
Thomas W. Holcombe &
J. Michael Simpson

t Kent School, set in the picturesquesouthernBerkshirehills on the
west bank of the HousatonicRiver, againsta rugged, steeplywooded
- known locally as Mt. Algo - rises the fielclstone,
L
lback-drop
slate-roofedmassof St. Joseph'sChapel,in the Norman style. The matching
belltower, standingtall on the rise close behind it, is connectedby a short
cloister as befis the School's monasticorigins in 1906. At the time of iLs
construction, in 1931, a set of ten bells cast by Mears and Stainbankof the
WhitechapelBellfoundry in E. London was hung in the traditional English
manner,for changeringing.
A
A

The aboveparagraphwas written by Tom Holcombe,who is now in
chargeof the ringing. This tower now hasthe distinction of holding the longest,
continuousand unbroken,record of changeringing in North America. The
remainderof Tom's article follows:
To the bestof my knowledge, at this time I I 93I I the only change-ringingto be heard in
all of America, outsideof distantBritish Columbia, was at Groton School in neighboring
Ma.ssachusetts,
wheretherewas a distinguishedtradition of ringing by the studentsof the
Guild. Their impressiveachievements
are commemoratedon the plaquesthat have graced
the walls of their Chapeltower ringing chamberever since.The donor of Kent's bells,
Frank Humphreys,wasttreheadof the 'Fathers' Association' for the School at the time;
he was a wealthy investmentbanker in New York City, whose work had taken him to
England frequently, and had turned him into somethingof an Anglophile. His pride in
Kent School seemsto have led him to provide a ring of more and heavier bells than at
Groton. So it was thatKent got a 24 cwt. 'ten', despitethe fact that there was not a soul
within a hundredmiles who had any idea how to ring them. It was necessaryto hire
someonefrom Englandto train the boys to ring, so, on the recommendationof people at
Whitechapel,the headmasterFather Sill hired a gentlemen,Isaac Attwater, who is said
to havebeenin 'the food service' in London, to come and reside at the school and teach
the boysto rmg. The surdencin thosedayshad much more free time than they do today,
and a lot fewer competingdistractions,so he was able to get them ringing 'rounds' in a
few months, progressing,after a few years, to GrandsireTriples, which I assumethey
rang on the back eight. To the best of my knowledge,they rang only the bells to which
they were assignedand only that method - t have found no evidencethat they ever rang
Plain Bob Minor or Major, for instance,which is a bit surprising, much less Stedman,
or, what would have been most appropriate- Kent Treble Bob. In any case, what they
did ring they may have rung fairly well, as they practisedand performed it every day
after chapel,I believe.

'30s
In the late
Attwater retired back to London, and the boys were left to
perpetuatethe traditionon their own, which they did fairly well for quite sometime until
ttreylost their ability to ring triples, and had to contentthemselveswith covered doubles
on the fiont six. Over the yearsthey lost what originally must havebeen a reasonably
"old
correctringirE technique,asone concludesfrom the way the
boys" ring when they
come back to Schoolreunions.
They apparentlyleft the bells up most of the time, as they rang them so often,
zrndthey left the chiminghammersin place,too, as over the years some small chips were
knocked out of the edgesof someof the bells, presumablywhen they were swung in
'Ellacombe'
damp weather when the ropes to the
apparatusdownstairs had shrunk.
Luckily, the damageis inaudible except in the caseof the tenor, which still has a faint
'buzz'
'79,
to it which seemsto have mysteriously improved since
when I first started
ringing at the School.
During the late '40s and the '50s a Math teacherat the School,Bill Howard,
devekrpred
an interestin change-ringingandbecameFaculty Advisor to the studentGuild;
he musthavedone considerableresearchinto change-ringing,as towardsthe end of his
time in that capacityhe conductedsomequarterpealsof GrandsireDoublesand Plain
Bob Minor, as commemoratedby plaquesthat survive on the walls of the ringing
ch:rmberto ttrisday. Whether thesequarterswere technically 'correct' by strict English
standardsor not, I have often wondered,but the band was certainly trying. When I
myself became involved at the time of the Annual General Meeting of the North
'79,
AmeriuurGuild of Change-Ringers
at Kent in the summerof
the studentband was
fairly able; they were ringing Grandsire Doubles, Plain Bob Minor and Stedman
Doubles,and it took them, Don Trumpler and othersquite sometime before I was able
to do the same.
Sincethat time the studentband has had its ups and downs: the best achievedas
a group was touchesof original conductedby John Carr, and more recentlya group
ringrngsimpletouchesof Stedmanseveralyears ago, but all of thosestudentshave since
graduated.We haveoccasionallyhadgifted ringers who, through ringing elsewherewith
me, progressedto CanibridgeMinor (my daughterMelissa)and StedmanTriples (Andrea
Marshall),but this was highly unusual, and back at a time when the ringing in Brewster
and Bostonwas much more fiequentthan it regrettably is today. And so it is we struggle
on - but it sure isn't easy.
The editor of The Ringing World at the time obviously appreciatedthe significance of the
installationof thesebells in relationto the future of changeringing in North America as, in the August 22,
1930edition, the following news item appeared:
A NEW PEAL FOR AMERICA
CHANGE RINGING TO BE TAUGHT AT KENT SCHOOL
A peal of ten bellshung for ringing is to be installedat Kent School, Connecticut,USA.
The bells, which havea tenorof 25 cwt., are to be cast at the WhitechapelFoundry, and,
all being well, will be openedon June lst, next.
When they have been erectedringing is to be taught and be an institution at the
school.

The schemeoriginated,we understand,throughthe donor, who wished to present
wme trellsto the school in the event of the proposedchapeltower being built. When on
'rung'
a visit to England, he heardbells being
and was very much impressedby their
effect.
He alsoheardabout the Oxford and Cambridge Universify Guilds, and decided
'changeringing'
thatif he did give ttrebells
should,if possible,be madean institutionat
the school.
Just aboutthis time, his son, who is a studentat the school, was one of those
savedfiom an accidentat sea and the donor decidedto give the bells as a thankoffering.
This gift andthe circumstances
under which the bells are to be installedwill, we
hope, lead to a revival of the art in America.
The sameedition of the paper also carried a front pageeditorialon tle subject:
The art of changeringing, which hashad a precariousexistencein America, is likely to
receive new impetusfrom a gift being made to the Kent School, Connecticut,USA.
Messrs.Mears and Stainbankhave in handa ring of ten bells, with a tenor of 25 cwt.,
which are to be hung in ttrenew chapeltower, and an interestingand encouragingfeature
aboutthe provision of the new bells is that changeringing is to be taught and is to be an
institutionat the school,so that there is a chanceof ringing in America being at last set
on a firmer basis,with a regular supplyof ringers, who, it may be hoped,will go out
from the schooland become'missionaries'of the art.
We believethatthis is the first time it has ever seriouslybeenproposedthat the
art and scienceof rirEing should be made officially part of a school curriculum, and the
influence which it may have is not unlikely to have an importanteffect. The various
efforts madein ttrepastto get changenngtngto takeroot on the American continenthave
all had very disappointingresults.The late Dr. Nichols, of Boston,did his utmostto
encouragethe practicein the towersin and aroundhis own city, and not very long befbre
his death he got around him a number of ringers from England in a further attempt to
establishthe art in the States.He foundedthe Boston Guild - of which his daughter is still
the President- but the membersare so few and widely scatteredthat practice is seldom,
if ever,possible.Mr Warren Sturgis,of Groton School,has alsovatiantlyendeavoured
to keep the flag flying, but the task has been a difficult and, for the most part,
disappointingone.
The proposalat Kent School seemsto offer greater possibilities. If the students
can be interested in the art while at school a certain proportion, at any rate, may be
expected to take away with them a love of ringing, and sow the seed in other places.
There is always the stumbling block of distance,but let us hope that the studentsafter
their campanological'course'will be ableto raise in their own districts sufficient interest
to get more bells installed. It is something,at all events,to know that at Kent School it
is not only the bells that are to be provided. If change ringing is to be taught in rhe
school, and made part of the training of the sfudents,in the same way that they now
indulge in sports - the Kent crew did very well at Henley this summer - there is the
assurance
that a supply of ringers will be kept up for this particular ring of bells. And it

doesnot seemtoo much to hopethat in courseof time the art may spreadfar beyond the
schocil,and becomein America a really healthygro*th at last.
It is gcnd to note that some, if not all, of the hopesand aspirationsof The Ringing World editor
seemt0 havebeenfulfilled.
In the January22, 1960edition of The Ringing World it was reported that Kent tower had hosted
ten membersof the Bell Ringers' Guild from Groton School,for the weekendof December5, 1959.
When Groton arrived, the bells were mutedso that the ringerswould be able to get the
feel of the trellswithout rnging open.Then the Kent band proceededto demonstratetheir
skill of eight bells, ringing plain hunt on eight bells and GrandsireTriples. The Groton
bandalsorang on the Saturdaynight. The two bandscombinedfor Sundayringing to ring
all of Kent's ten bells. This was the first time for over two yearsthe ten bells had been
rung.
This regrrt alsoconf-irmsthat thesetwo schoolswere the only institutionsin the United Statesto
be carrying on changeringing at that time. It is nice to seethat, althoughin the earlier yearsthere may
havebeensomerivalry betweenKent and Groton, astime went on, co-operationexistedbetweenthe two.
At the 1963CentralCouncil meetingJohnMaynereportedthat there was "a considerableamount
of ringing at Kent School."

CHAPTERXXIII
VICTORIA, British Columbia
Christ Church Cathedral
J. Michnel Simoson

he Anglicandioceseof British Columbiahas had its cathedralin the City
of Victoria since iS formation in the latter half of the l9th century. In
those early daysthe diocesecoveredan areaequivalentto the present
province, but now it covers only Vancouver Island and the southernGulf
Islands. The original cathedralwas a small woodenstructureand this burned
down in a few shortyears.Rumourhasit that a Roman Catholic priest had been
seen in the vicinity at the time!! Other rumours suggestthat this priest was
responsiblefor saving the Bevington organ from the ravagesof the fire. This
organnow residesin the Lady Chapel of the presentCathedral and is still used
on occasions.The burnedout ruin wasquickly replacedby anotherwooden, but
larger, churchwhich was further extendedseveraltimes. Both thesebuildings were locatedone block west
of the presentcathedralon land where the Law Courts now stand. Before the turn of the century plans
were alreadybeing drafted for a new large stonecathedraland the foundation stonefor this, the present
cathedral,wa^slaid in Septemberl926by BishopWinnington-Ingram.He was Lord Bishop of t-ondon and
alm Presidentof the British Columbiaand Yukon Church Aid Society. He and Bishop Schofield were the
two personswho contributed the most effort in the fund raising for this project. Subsequently,the north
west tower was to be named the Winnington-Ingram tower in order to commemoratefor all time the
connectionbetweenthe Church in the far west of Canadaand Arthur Foley, Lord Bishop of London. The
buttressbetweenthe two north westdoorsbearsa shieldon which are sculpturedthe arms of the Dioceses
of Columbiaand llndon. Anotherwell known person was connectedwith the constructionof this tower.
In September1929,the Rt. Hon. WinstonChurchill, Chancellorof the Exchequerin the IJK government,
renownedfor his abilitieswith bricks and mortar, was invited to lay a stoneduring the early stagesof the
buildingof the tower. The stonecan be seento this day. It is locatedon the south wall of the tower, about
six metres above the ground, and is identified by a small round monogramwhich appearsto be "GV,"
probablymeantto acknowledgeH.M. King GeorgeV, the reigning monarch at the time. Constructionof
the Cathedralproceededthroughthe depressionyearsof the 1930sbut, perhaps,not at the speedoriginally
hopedfor.
Mary GeraldineMozley, wife of CanonJ.K. Mozley, of St. Paul's in London, England,wished
to commemoratethe memory of her bro(her, Capt. CharlesR. Nutt, who had been killed on Vancouver
Island,in a train accident,in 1914. She kindly offered to donatea peal of six bells to the new Cathedrat.
Two additionalneble bells were the gift of Ada TeresaMatson in memory of her husbandand son, John
SamuelHenry and John Robert Meredith Matson. All eight bells were cast in April 1936 by Mears and
Stainbankin I-ondon.After assemblyof the whole installationon the premisesof the foundry a ceremony
of naming of the bells, described in The Ringing World of May l, 1936, as "unique in bell founding
history," was conductedby Bishop Winnington-Ingramon Monday, April27 . This event was held in the
erecting shop of the foundry where chairs had been placed and a temporary platform constructed.The
eventwas arrangedby the British Columbiaand Yukon ChurchAid Society and many distinguishedguests
were invited.

The clergy andothersofficially associatedwith the ceremony assembledat the Parish Church of
St. Mary Matfelon,Whitechapel,whosebells were being rung, in honour of the occasion,by employees
of the foundry. The dignitariesmoved in processionfrom the church to the foundry. This was led by the
verger and cross bearer, followed by the choir of St. Margaret's, Westminster.Next came Mr. A.A.
t{ughes of the foundry and Canon Perkinsand the Rev. E.P. Laycock of the Society.Then came the
Blshopof Colchester,tollowed by the Bishopof l-ondontogetherwith his Chaplain, leading thosepersons
who were acruallyto namethe bells.
and prayersand the l50th
On arrivalat the fbundry a hymn was sung,followed by intercessions
psalm. Afier a prayer for the departedwho are commemoratedby the bells, the naming ceremony
commenced.First, Vincent Massey,High Commissionerfor the Dominion of Canada,namedthe tenor
"King
bell
GeorgeV" andthen struckthreeblows by pulling a rope attachedto the chiming hammer. This
procedurewa.sfollowed for eachbell. The seventhwas given the nameof "QueenMary" by Mr. W.A.
"Charles
"Edward
McAdam; the sixth was named
Raymond" by Mrs. Mary Mozley; the fifth,
of
"Paul
Westminster"by ArchdeaconStorr; the fourth,
of London, England" by Canon Mozley; the third,
Our Lady, St. Mary" by Mrs. N.K. Woods, CentralPresidentof the Mothers' Union; the second,"John
"John Robert Meredith Matson"
SamuelHenry Matson" by Mrs. I.H. Perrin; and the treble,
by Miss
E.M. Tien, a friend of Mrs. Mozley. Each struck threeblows upon the bell named.
Having blessedthe bells, the Bishopof London then gave a short addressin which he included
an amusinganecdote.lHerecalledthatwhenhe was inVictoria in 1931,he was askedif he woulcllike
the tower to be built in his nameand he readily agreed.However, he had to make a retractionwhen he
firundthat he wis expectedto financethis himself!! This unfortunatesituationwas resolvedby Miss Tien,
namerof thetreble bell, who, with friends, raisedthe necessarymoneyfor the Bishop. As the company
left thefoundry,Mr. J. Thomaschimeda courseof GrandsireTriples on the bells. Tea was then served
in the St. Mary's ParishHall, during which the Bishoptook the opportunity of presentingto Mrs. Mozley,
on behalfof the founders,a suitablymountedmodel of the sixth bell, cast by herself from the sameme[al
asthat from which the original was cast. The bells were readyfor shipmentby the middle of May. The
total costof the wholepeal includingthe frame, all fittings, chiming apparatusand packaging, freight and
insuranceamountedto f 1,585-2-0.Constructionof the north west tower, which was to housethe bells,
had progressedonly to the level of the bell chamberfloor, so when the bells arrived in Victoria in June
of 1936, they were hung in the open air and a wooden shed was constructedto shield them from the
elemenls.Due to theeconomic'Conditions
of the late 1930sand the secondWorld War, the upperportion
of the tower was not completeduntil 1957.
It is reported that when the bells arrived in town they were displayedin front of the Cathedral.
On seeingthis membersof the Women's Guild, alwayskeen on raising money for one good causeor
another, erecteda screenaround the bells. The public were then askedfor the princely sum of 25 cents
to view the new bells.
The work of hanging the bells was under[akenby Yarrows Ltd, a firm of ship builders. The
GeneralManagerof this companywas E.W. Izard. He, like Alfred Limpus in Vancouver,was alsothe
son of an English clergyman, but he had learnedto ring before coming to Canada. He supervisedthe
installationand amongthe crew employedon thejob was Mr. Izard's older son Arthur, working on his
frst job, but working withoutpay he tells us. Arthur is still to be found, in the tower, ringing thesebells.

'Much

of the text of the addressby Bishop \ffinnington-lngramwill be found at the cn<lof this chapter.
90

The serviceof dedicationof the new bells was a major event in the ciry of Victoria. Sunday,July
12, 1936was the chosendateandthat mornirE turnedout to be very wet. Providence, however, was kind
:urdthe rain ceasedaboutnoon andby the time of the service it was a beautiful July day. Every seatin the
Cathedralw:x filled, hundredsof otherslistenedoutside, iurd thousandstuned in their radios for coverage
of the event. The servicewas conductedby the Dean, the Very Rev. C.S. Quaintonand the dedication
was performedby the Rt. Rev. H.E. Sexton.A great effort had been made to locatecapableringers
throughoutVictoria and VancouverIsland. All told 16 ringers from the Island were on hand, most of
whom had not seenor held a bell rope for 25 or 30 years. A contingentof sevenringers came over from
Vemcouverand two other visitorswere alsopresent.In the daysprior to the service of dedicationpractices
had beenheld on tied bells, and alsothe clappershad beentied when the bells were pulled up, and then
unlashed,befbre the service.Eight ringers,E.W. Izard, R. Carrier, A.C. Melhuish,T. Guest,H.
Lingham,J.E. Hutchins,A. Trotman, and A.E. Weatherby,all, exceptMr. Weatherby,being from the
Island,were selectedto ring during the service.At last the appropriatemoment arrived and the signal was
given to startthe nnglng. After about2tlz minutesof rounds,"Stand"was called and miraculously all betls
stocxl.Beforethe conclusionof the service,muffies were fitted to the bells and they were rung again, this
time in memory of H.M. King GeorgeV and Bishop Schofield,Bishop of Columbia, who both had
recently died, and also in memory of Capt. Nutt and both membersof the Malson family. Ringing
continuedthroughoutthe eveninguntil 9.30 p.m., stoppingonly fbr evensong.So endedwhat had been
a very memorable,andemotional,day for manyresidentsof the city. A full accountof the dedicationcan
be found inThe Ringing World of August 7, 1936.It seemsthat it also reawakenedan interest in ringing
firr many of thosepresent,someof whom had not rung for many years. Mr. A. Trotman was certainly
one of theseas, two yearslater, he was recorded as having rung his first peal, Plain Bob Major, at k)ng
Crendon,England.
Initially, Mr. Izard assumedthe positionof Tower Captain,a positionhe hetd for many years.
Ltrcallyhe was often referredto as a "Master Ringer, " and his love of bells and ringing was well known
throughoutthe area. However, on one occasionit nearly got him into trouble. As GeneralManagerof
Yarrows Ltd, the shipbuilders, he was often brought into contact with naval officers. On one such
trccasion,on meetinga newly appointedvery senior officer who was not aware, as yet, of Pop's devotion
to ringirg, he znkedthe gentlemanif he would like to "visit the bells" one day. Surprised at the hesitation
andevasiveness
of the reply to his invitation,Pop realizedthat his offer had beenquite misinterpreted!!
These days Mr. Izard is frequentlyreferred to as "Pop." Within his family he was known as
"Wick,"
but whenhis two eldestsonsgot married, he suggestedthat his new daughters-in-lawshould call
him "Pop." In the early timesdisciplinein ttretower was quitestrict and the atmospheredecidedly formal.
Most of the other ringerswere addressed
by ttreir last namesonly. This, of course, did not apply to Pop"s
two offspring, Arthur and Margaret, who both learned to ring very early on. They beganto call their
father "Pop" and slowly this name seemsto have caughton among other people until the presenttime
when it hasbecomethe mostusualway of referringto this gentleman.Margaret was undoubtedlythe first
Canadianborn female ringer. Pop, who was electedan Honorary Life Member of the North American
Guild of ChangeRingers,died in June 1978.
The first quarterpealon the bells, 1260 GrandsireTriples, was rung on February 28, 1939, and
was a birthdaycomplimentto the conduclor.The ringers were Edward W. Izard, Margaret Izard, Alfred
Melhuish,Reginald[ane, W. Sampson,Arthur King, Andrew Lomas(Conductor)and, on the tenor, John
Hutchins.This was the frst quarter for the ringers of two, four and eight. Arttrur lzard did not scorehis
first quarter until almost three months after his sister. This was also Grandsire Triples conductedby
Andrew Lomas.

Alfied Melhuish, who rang the third in this first quarterpeal, was a ringer with some50 years
experienceand also he was the Verger at the Cathedral.He alwayshad one eye on the clock during
Sundayserviceringing, ashe was worried that it might not finish on time so that he could descendthe 7l
stepsfiom the ringing chamber,don his robes and take his place in the processionat the beginningof the
service.One Sundayhis worst f-earswere realized.The conclusionof the ringing did not leavehim any
sparetime. He rusheddown the stairs,put on his robes,pickedup his verger's staff and took his place
in the prtrcessionaheadof the Dean and clergy. Unfortunately his hastewas so great that he grabbedthe
brass candle-snufferinsteadof his staff and with this in his hand marchedsolemnly in. much to the
bewilderedamusementof the congregation!
Sinceinstallationthesebells havebeenin continuoususe, ringing for services,practices, and also
to commemoratemany events,both ecclesiasticaland secular in nature. Throughoutthe years ringing for
rryalty hasbeenvery popular.Rrr instance,in May 1937,theywere rung at7.30 a.m. for the Coronation
of King GeorgeVI andQueenElizabeth.This early start was to allow the bells to be heard, live, opening
a Commonwealth-wide
radio broadcast,timed to coincidewith the renrn of their Majestiesto Buckingham
Palace.Two yearslater, May 28 and 29, 1939the bells were rung to welcomethe new King and Queen
to Victoria and this generateda specialmessageof thanksto the ringers from the King. The Ringing World
accountof this eventsuggeststhat the bells hardly stoppedringing while their Majestieswere in town:
[Thehells]were rung as the SteamerPincess Margueritecame in sight of Victoria and
continueduntil the royal party arrived at GovernmentHouse. Amplifiers were placed
aroundthe city, connectedto the belfry microphone.On Tuesdaymorning ringing started
befbre their Majestiesleft GovernmentHouseand continuedat intervalsall day. At 2
p.m. theywerebroadca.stbefore
and after the King's speechover C.B.C. and American
Network. The ringing continueduntil 9 p.m., but in spite of so much ringing every
bellringer saw the King and Queenat leastonce.
On anotheroccasion,the birth of Prince Charles,thesebells were undoubtedlythe first in the
world to be rung. H.R.H. choseto enterthe world late in the evening,too late for any bells in England
to be rung, but here in Victoria it was only early afternoonand the Cathedralbells were ringing within
half an hour of the announcement.They continuedringing throughoutthe evening and concludedwith a
quarterpealof Gr:udsire Triples. The treble ringer was Jeff White, now more frequently associatedwith
the Holy RosaryCathedralin Vancouver,ringing his first quarter. Another quafter, on September72,
1950includesthe namesof Mary Emmerton,now Mary Barlow, and Tom Arkell, both are still active
members of the band. In fact this quarter was rung as a farewell to both of them. It was not long,
however,beforethey were back, asboth of their namesalso appearin two quartersrung in August of the
tbllowing year.
The band at this time still consistedmainly of the original members, and by now someof these
gentlemenwere getting a little elderly. Mary was attractedto the tower by an appealfor recruits in the
pzrishleaflet.However, shefound herselfto be only the secondCanadianfemale to learn to ring, not only
in this tower, but also, it may be assumed,in the country. She received great help and cheerful
encouragement
from Margaretlzard, who had beenthe lone female in the band for over ten years. It does
appear that members of the fairer sex were not as welcome in the belfry as ladies are today. In fact it
seems that none of the learnersof that time, male or female, was exactly greetedwith open arms.
Mistakesin the ringing were markedwith audiblesighing and "inaudible" groaning, to such an extent that
the learners made sure that they did not make the samemistake again. It is suggestedthat this had the
effectof gettingthe beginnersalong much faster than seemsto be the casethesedays!! Another familiar
Victoria name appearedfor the first time in the quarterpeal record in February 1960.Dr. Alan Batten
had movedhere in September1959 and has beena memberof the band ever since.He likes to tell the
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story of hls first visit to the tower. He climbed the sevenqrodd stepsto the ringing chamber one Sunday
eveningafter ringhg had commencedfor Evensong.Sevenringers were ringing sevenof the eight bells,
andAlan immediatelysatdown, expectingringing to ceasein short order so that he could make the brurd
up to full strength.This was not the caseand, even though this was not a quarter peal attempt, the seven
bellscontinuedto ring right up to servicetime. Sometimelater Alan was told, "Oh, we knew you were
a ringeril.ssrx)nasyou walked in!" On August26, 1960,anotherquarter, as.usualof GrandsireTriples,
was rung by a bud containingthreegenerationsof the Izard family. In addition to Pop and Arthur, three
of Pop'sgrandsons,
Edward A., John, and Ian were also in the band. Prior to 1973a total of 2l quarter
pealswere rutg in this tower. All but one of thesequarterswere of GrandsireTriples. The one exception
was on January10, 1967when Arthur Izard calledStedmanTriples. The treble on this occasionwas rung
by BernieCrook, who also still rings here. Since that time, and up to the end of 1999, the tower bral of
quarterpealsrung has increasedto 104.
The ecumenicalmovementhas beenalive and well in Victoria for many years. As long ago as
1939half muffled ringing took placeto mark the deathof PopePiusXI. The tragic deathof PresidentJohn
Kennedyof the United Stateswas similarly marked. The deathof Neville Chamberlain,Prime Minister
of GreatBritain when war was declaredin 1939,was alsomarkedby half muffled ringing. The records
note "probably the only muffled ringing in the Empire at this time." (The ringing of church bells was
bannedin the United Kingdom during the war.)
New Year's Eve ringing has beena traditionsince 1936.Only one year (1965166)was missed
whenit was fearedthat excessivecold might damagethe bells. For a numberof years after the war this
ringing was carried live on a local radio station.
In 1960the British Columbiagovernmentinaugurateda new ferry servicebetweenVancouver
Islandandthe mainland,which reducedthe travellingtime betweenVictoria and Vancouver considerably.
It did not takelong for the Vancouverringersto make use of this service, and on July 30 of that year they
madea visit to this city. TheRingingWorMof September16, 19CI namedfive of the Vancouver band who
joinedthe localshere in ringing Grandsire,StedmanTriples and Bob Major. Two weekslater six of the
Victoria band, along with some other visiting ringers, made a return visit, and met up with some
Vancouverringersto ring on the ten bells at the BenedictineMonasteryin Mission Ciqr.
Victoria hasneverbeenknown as a pealnnglng tower. The first pealwas rung in 1945, Grandsire
Triples(Parker's 12prt), to mark the birttrdayof Sir WinstonChurchill, and also as a welcome to British
prisoners of war who passedthrough Victoria on their way home from the Far East. The peal was
conductedby E.F. Salmonsfrom the seventh.He was servtngin the Royal Navy and was in town awaiting
his ship. The other ringers were, inorder: Doug Boniface,Margaretlzard, ErnestWeatherby,Arthur
King, E.W. Izard, Andy B. Lomas, with Edward Lake on the Tenor. It seemsthat thesewere all local
ringers, exceptfor Edward Weatherby, who had learnedto ring at Market Drayton in Shropshire,UK.
He wasfor manyyearsa residentof l-os Angeles. The only other referencesto him in the tower records
are in a couple of quarter peals rung in September1945 immediately prior to the peal, and also as a
memberof the bandwho rang on the day ttratthe bells were openedin July 1936. He died in Los Angeles
in Jzrnuaryl97l atthe ageof 100years.' No further pealswere rung on thesebells until the Wilf Williams
touring party arrived n 1973. They rang two pealshere, the secondone containingthree local ringers.
Sincethat time, and up to the time of writing in 1999, the total number of peals on the bells has climbed
to 18.

2SeeAppendixVI

This tower has alwaysbeen able to maintaina strongband. Studyof the quarterpealsrecords
shows that, althoughthere has alwaysbeen a fair proportionof the band who learnedto ring outside
Canada,training of local peoplehas continuedfrom day one until the presenttime.

A PORTIONOF THE TEXT OF THE ADDRESSGIVEN BY BISHOP WINNINGTON-INGRAM AT
THE CEREMONY OF NAMING OF THE BELLS, April27, 1936
The Bishoprecalledthe occasionwhen he laid the foundationstoneof the Cathedralin Victoria, and again
when he visited it in 1931and found it a livins centreof church activitv. He then continued:
Up to that time f80,000 has been spent on the building. But then came a slight
misunderstanding.
I was askedif I would like to havethe tower built in my nameand I
agreedwith great pleasure,but when I found out they imaginedI was going to build it
myself,thatwa.squiteanotherstory, especiallyas I had 45 churchesto huild in London.
But, as usual, it was a woman who found the way out, and Miss Tien, and her friends,
setout to raisethe money. Thanksto their efforls the tower was built, and then came the
question,wherewere the bells to come from? Again it was a womanwho cameto their
aid, Mrs. Mozley, with wonderfulgenerosity,hasgiven the six biggestbells, and other
donorshave completedthe peal.
What is the objectof this tremendoustrouble and expense?On that very hot day
when I laid the foundation stone, this Cathedral in Victoria was calling back to
Liverpool,3six thousandmiles away. It calledback 'We, too, believein God, we, too,
believein Christ, we, tcn, love the Church.' And now that Cathedralwill have a tongue
with which to say it, the beautifultongueof the bells which we havejust heard; their
sound going out into all landsand their words unto the endsof the world. There is no
more beautifulmessagethan that of the bells. The bells namedthis day come from one
of the most historic fbundries in England, a foundry in which bells now over three
hundredyears old were cast. What I love to think of is that long after we have passed
away, thesebells that we have heard today will still be sendingout the messageon the
shoreof the Pacific, acrossthe Continent and the Atlantic to Liverpool Cathedralon the
one hand, uniting them in the faith of JesusChrist, and to Japan,six thousandmiles in
the other direction,telling out to the heathenof that land that the Lord is King.n The spot
wherethis Cathedralstandsis one of the pivots of the world; they could not place a peal
of bells in a more beautifirlposition.The messagethat will go out to Japanwill say 'Here
is the Christianfaittt; this is what you want in order to be happy.' And to this country will
come the message'Here is the Christianfaith, we hold it here as you do in the old
counffy.' My prayer today is that the countrieson both sidesof the Pacific and Atlantic
may hear and believethe messageof the bells.

-'Liverpool

Cathedralwas the newest Cathedral in England at this time. Construction, which commenced in 1904,
was not completeduntil the early 1960s.
{Some
readersmay feel that the use of the word "heathen" is inappropriate or even offensive. These days we often
usethe word to mean "ungodly" or sometimcseven "uneducated"or "uncivilized." The acceptedalgnning at that time was
a person who was not Jewish, Muslim or Christian. This was the intendedmeaning. Sixty plus years ago Japan was a
somewhatlcss "Christian" nation than it is today. It would appearthat the Bishop's prayers are being answered.

CHAPTERXXIV
MISSION CITY. British Columbia
WestminsterAbbev
J. Micfurel Simpson

issionCity is locatedin the FraserValley, about60 miles ea;t
of Vancouver.On the top of a hill, just eastof the city is the
Benedictine monastery known as Westminster Abbey.
Constructionof the monasterywas startedsoon after the end of World
War II. ln 1947the WhitechapelFoundry suppliedthe architectswith
details of a suitablechime of bells fbr a keyboardoperation,but soon
afterwardsthe Prior, the Very Rev. EugeneMedved, O.S.B. wrote
inquiring abouta ring of bells. At that time the tower was only in the
design stage, but the plans called for it to be practically free-standingto a height of 140 feet and
constructedas a concreteshell with walls only nine inchesthick. To instal a ring of bells in such a
structurewould posemany problems,but in due coursethe architecLsproduceda design that satisfiedthe
Foundryand the order was placedin November 1949.FatherEugenewas ableto visit the Whitechapel
Foundry in October of the following year and witnessedsome of the bells being cast. The full peal,
completewith thefiame and fittings, was shippedfrom Whitechapelin August 1951.The tower was not
readyat thattime, so the monkserectedthe whole installationon the lawn and connectedup the chiming
hammersand keyboard.
It was not until over six yearslater that, when the tower had been f-rnishedand the bells installed,
theywerefirst rung to changes.On October26, 1957Pop Izard and nine other membersof the Victoria
band,includingthetwo ladies,Margaret lzard and Mary Emmerton,flew over to the mainland,arriving
in time for lunch at the Monastery.In the afternoonthis 2l cwt ring of ten was rung fbr the first time.
Methtxlsrung includedGrandsireand StedmanTriples andPlain Bob Major, with two or three cover bells
as appropriate. The architecLstook this opportunity to conduct structural tests. The bells were firetl for
their benefit, and a penny was stoodon edgeat the top of the tower while this was going on. There is
many a tower, on both sidesof the Atlantic, of much greatermass,where this would not be possible.
These bells have beenrung regularly every day by a band of monks that has beenlargely self
taught.In the early yearsconsiderableassistancewas provided by Mr. Izard from Victoria. Tony Collins
andothersfrom Vancouver, and Fred Westlake, who for a few years lived in the vicinity, also provitled
muchhelp. It was during this period that a rumour beganto circulate suggestingthat the monks were not
permiuedto nng with any of ttrelady ringers,or, in fact, evenbe in the ringing chamber when ladieswere
present.However, it seemsthere was no substanceto this and it just might have been nothing more than
wishful thinking on the part of a certain Vancouver ringer who shall remain nameless,and who is no
longerauachedto that, or any other, tower. Mary recalls that, on one occasion,she and Margaret were
instructed to wait outsidethe tower while the men had a ring. After a while they got rather fed up and
finally went up the tower and, somewhatreluctantly, were given a pull. It seemsthat nobody had told the
monksaboutthe ruling, as after the ringing had commenced,it was noticed that two of the brothers were
in the band. That was the end of that rumour.

lt also seemsthat some "long distance"theory was providedby ErnestMorris from Leicester,
UK. In early 1962 Ernest wrote to The Ringing World reporting that he had received a Christmas card
from FatherDunstanMasseyof Mission. In that card FatherDunstanhad written:
We are ringing GrandsireTriples with calls and haverung the plain courseof Catersa
f'ewtimes. We are also ringing Plain Bob Minor and Major. The Father'3are enjoying
StedmanDoubles, which we havejust started.We have l7 monks in the Community
ringing.In the schoolwe have about20 boys ringing - 10 of them plain huntersand the
rest beginners!I owe a lot to your help in the beginning,when we knew nothing.
No pealswere rung in this tower until 1973,when Wilf Williams conductedWilliam Pye's peal
of 5,M0 CambridgeSurpriseRoyal in three hours and three minutes. Severalother pealshave been rung
since.

CHAPTERXXV
CALGARY, ALBERTA
Christ Church, Elbow Park
J. Michael Simpson

hrist Church is locatedin Elbow Park, a relatively affluent residential
district, just south of the downtown area. In 1912, when the
foundation stoneof the church was laid, this area was close to the
southernboundaryof the city. The first church wa.sa single storied structure
on the side of a small hill, but gradually, over the years, ttre building has
expanded.Now the original church forms part of the basement.The church
was furally completedin 1954andwas dedicatedat the Christmas Eve service
that year by the Rt. Rev. Garrge Calvert, Bishop of Calgary. At that time the
tower containedbut one rather unmusicalbell. Reporrshave it rangingin size fiom an old train bell to
somethingapproaching700 lbs. The original plans called for the installationof a carillon, but according
to Mr. JusticeE.R. (Ted) Tavender,a parishionerand also one of the flrst ringershere, this provedto
be rather too expensiveand Ted was able to persuadethe Rector, Canon W.H.H. Crump and other
appropriatekrdies that they should invest in a set of "English pealing Bells." Thus it came aboutthat the
fust threebells of the ring of eight were ordered from Gillett & Johnstonof Croydon and were installed
in 1955.John Nicolls, from the foundry, accompaniedthe bells and after they were installedgave Ted
Tavenderand four other volunteersa crash course in bell handling. The lightest of thesethree bells, the
presentsixth, was donatedby Ted Tavenderin memoryof his father, Edward F.L. Tavender. Three more
bells were installedin 1956 and the two trebles,to completethe ring, in 1957. Thesetwo bells were
dedicatedby the BishopCalvertduring the morning service on August 12, 1957. Some, if not all of these
bells, althoughcarrying the name of Gillett & Johnson,were actually cast by Taylor's of Loughborough
undera contractfrom G & J. Up to this time the few local ringers were struggling along more or lesson
their own, but with a certain amount of assistancefiom a Mr. F.C. Papworth, who had learnedto rlng
in England,but who had not handleda bell for 50 years.
In May 1957,JudyMidgley, a recentimmigrantfrom Englandand also a ringer, travelledfrom
Lacombe, Alberta, where she was nursing, to Victoria and, of course, visited the Cathedralthere for a
ring. While there she learned of the new bells in Calgary, just 80 miles southof Lacombe. Around the
sametime, a Victoria trained ringer, Jeff White, a pilot for CanadianPacific Airlines, was transferred
to Edmonton, 180 miles north of Calgary. On weeks when Jeff was not flying he used to drive down to
Calgary,for practice,pickittg up Judy on the way. There's dedication,a round trip of about 360 miles to
assistat a practice which must have been little more than rounds and call changes.
The fi.rllpealof eight bellswas heardfor the first time on Sunday,September8, 1957. Mr. Izard
(Pop) and his daughter Margaret flew in from Victoria for the occasion,and they were joined by Judy
Midgley andJeff White and the local band. It is not recorded if all the local ringers were presenton that
crccasion,
but if they were, thenthe small nngrngchambermust have been very crowded, as a photograph
takenat that eventshowsthe namesof 19 local ringersplus four learners. What they lacked in experience,
they most certainly made up for in numbers.

It was not long befirre Judy Midgley moved to Calgary and took up a nursing positionthere.
Ringingin Cal_uzry
continuedto progress,but oh so slowly. Attrition must have been very high as in 1960
was
reporting
Judy
to The Ringing World that althoughringing there occurred on a fairly regular basis,
'f-aitltful
"
they did havea
few, mostof whom had learnedto nng in the previous year. Ted Clemenls, who
had previously rung in Leicester,had recentlymovedto the city and with his help she hopedthat they
would be able to progressbeyondplain hunting
Late in 1963this scribetmrk up residencein Calgary and wasjoined there somewhatlater by Pat
Simpson.This madethreerelativelyexperiencedringersin the bandbut progresswas still extremely slow.
The first quarterpeal on the bells was mng on EasterSunday,1964.This was madepossibleby a visit
fiom Bill Court fiom the I-IK, who, togetherwith the three mentionedabove and one local ringer, Ted
'Iavender
on the treble, rang 1260GrandsireDoubles. Prior to 1972 fwe more quarters and one half peal
of doubleswere mng, each containingone or more of the locally trained ringers and at least one visitor,
but it was not until 1969that it was possibleto ring a quarterwithout the assistance
of a visiting ringer.
By that time the local band had been strengthenedby the addition of Wendy Foster, from Sydney,
Australia, Pat John fiom Victoria, BC and the Rev. F.H.W. Crabb who had joined the staff at Christ
Church antl who had learnedto ring in Devon, UK.
The first pealon ttrebells,doublesin two methods,was rung on April23,l966. Only one locally
trained ringer was in this band, John Musselwhite,who rang the tenor. The other ringers were Peter
Mackie and ChristopherGroome, both visitorspassingthroughtown, PatriciaLaycock who was living
in Calgary firr a f'ew months,andJudy Midgley and Michael Simpsonof the local band. No other peals
were rung until the Wilf Williams' party scoredtwo in 1973.
October, 1964, saw the first visit tcl the west coastby Calgary ringers.John Musselwhite,Jim
Drever, Pat and Mike Simpsonmade the journey overnight by car and rang at both the Holy Rosary and
Missionover ilre Thanksgivingweekend.It was almostfour yearslater before Vancouverreturnedthe
compliment and visited Calgary.MargaretWheat, Sally Luttrell, John Hallett and Jeff White renteda
small aircralt and t'lew over the mountainsto Calgary for a weekend'sringing. This includeda quarter
of Bob Major, being the first quarter on the eight bells. The return trip to Vancouver proved to be
somewhathair-raising.The weatherdeterioratedshortlyafter take-off and Jeff, who was the pilot, decided
to take the southernroute over the mountainsrather than follow the Roger's Pass.Unfortunately this did
not solvetheir problemsandthe planewas forcedto land on a small disusedairstrip at Towers Ranch,just
eastof the Allison Pass,as the cloud basehad descended
below the level of the pass.Jeff was awareof
the existenceof this strip, but not that it had beenclosedfor about three years. The land had been sold and
contractors were in the processof turning it into a housing development.The surface had not been
maintainedand so was very rough, and also the strip was somewhatshorter than it had been in previous
years.However, landing was accomplishedwithout mishap and all four were able to obtain lodging at a
nearbymotel. Next morning it wasdiscoveredthat the runway wasnow too short to allow the plane to take
off againwith a full load of four people, so the ladies in the party hirchhikedback to Vancouver, leaving
the men to fly back when the weathercleared.The ladiesarrived back in Vancouverlong before the
flyers.
Calgary is possibly one of the most isolatedtowers in the continent and, certainly in the days
beforeNAG, receivedrelativelyfew visiting rirgers. It wasthereforea great boost to ringing in this tower
when it was selectedto host the 1974 Guild annual meeting, the first such meeting that had been held
outsideof the easternStates.From that time on visitors becamemore frequent. The largestgroup, and
possibly the largestgroup of ringersever to visit this side of the Atlantic, came through in 1975. This
party was organisedby Morley Tobin and, if memory servesme correctly, occupiedthree coaches.They
passedthrough Calgary on a Sunday, and enoughtime for a group of such a size had been allocatedto

them so that ringing could finish in time for Evensong,and also so that thosewho so wished could attend
the service.Such might have beenthe caseif they had not arrived about a couple of hours late. In order
"grab
to allow everyonea chanceto
the tower" all the visitorslined up on the stairsand ringing had to
be limited to a few roundsfor eachperson. Evensongstartedmore or lesson time and many of the party
were ableto attend.Christ Churchat thattime had, and still has, an exceedinglygood choir, and although
thiswasnot a ChoralEvensong,nevertheless,
in honourof the visitors, a quartetof choir memberssang
an anthemduring the service. This was obviouslyappreciatedas one personwas heard to remark, on
leavingthe church, "I had not expectedto find so much cultureso far west!!"

CHAPTERXXVI
WASHINGTON. District of Columbia
National Episcopal Cathedral
Richard S. Dirksen &
Mward W. Martin

any North Americanringersand othershave, over the years,
watchedwith interestand, even perhaps,a little envy, the
developmentof change ringing at the National Episcopal
Cathedral.It is therefore quite appropriatethat the chapterdealing with this
tower shouldbe the most detailedin this book. It is in two sections,the first
of which, written by Eddie Martin, dealswith ringing at the Cathedral. The
other, from the pen of Rick Dirksen, covers the Whitechapel Guild of the
NationalCathedralSchool.Certainlythere is someoverlap betweenthe two,
but so there is betweenother chaptersin the book.
J.M.S.

THE NATIONAL EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL rv Mwardw.Martin
At the time of the installationof the bells of WashingtonCathedral, the only ringing activity in
the USA was at Kent and at Groton. The boys of Groton were ringing fairly respectableStedmanunder
the tutelageof RussellYoung, a Master at the School, who was in the habit of annually taking a group of
(hemover to Europe,ostensiblyto study French, but stoppingoff for a spot of ringing in England. I had
beena peal ringer and Sundayserviceringer in Leicestershiresince 1951and knew that a carillon had
beenirstalledhere becauseI also rang at LoughboroughFoundry with Ron Edwards, who actually tuned
thesebells. I didn't know tlrat there was also going to be a ring of ten bells until a letter to The Times,<-tf
London, askedfor public donationsto pay for a selectband to go over and ring the dedicationpeal on
them.
Money for the carillon bells had beenbequeathed
in the 1920sby BessieJ. Kibby and, when it
wasdecidedalso to include a ten-bell ring, donationswere sought. In two weeks Dean Francis B. Sayre
raisedsomethinglike $50,000.This, togetherwith other donations,made the installationpossibleand, in
1963 on behalf of the Cathedral Tower Committee, agroup including the world famous carillonneur,
RonaldBarnes,and the Cathedral's associateorganist and choirmaster,Richard Wayne Dirksen, visited
the two English foundries to inspectthe work in progress. Mr. Dirksen was taught to handle a bell and
at a London tower rang what was affectionatelytermed some "WashingtonSurprise."
The Gloria in Excelsis Tower standsover the Cathedral'scentral crossing and is 301 feet high
from the baseof the soulhtranseptportal stepsto the tips of the finials. In 1963 both setsof bells arrived
and were lowered into the tower through the roof. The actual woodenpalettethat carried the carillon's
Bourdonbell wzs convertedinto a table top and is still in use as such in the ringing chamber. Part of the
contractwith Whitechapelhad providedfor the bell-hangerto stay on a couple of weeks to teach, and this
taskfell to Harry Parkeswho recorded"On SaturdayOctober 12,1963, there was convenedin the Choir

rurm of Wa;hingtonCathedralthe first meeting of those interestedin the exerciseof bell ringing. " That
moming, the first staywas broken, and as the rope disappearedthrough the ceiling boss, the studentwas
physiczrllyOK, but emotionallyrattled, and it becameobvious that learning to handle a bell is to be taken
seriously. Harry taught some boys from St. Albans School and some members of the Cathedral staff,
including Richard Wayne Dirksen and his eldestson, Rick, Jack Fanfani, who is of a family of stone
carvers and at the time was AssistantClerk of the Works and thereforevery'much involved in the
construction
of the Cathedral,Bob McQuistan,Frank Barkeley,Perry Baldwin, Tom BrushartandJohn
Chalmers,who wils in chargeof the Cathedral'sRare Book Library. While Harry was still here, Russell
Youngbroughta teamof boysto testthe bells,but the new ringers were soon left alone. However, by the
fbllowing February, they had scoreda plain courseof GrandsireDoubles,rung on the middle six, the
trebles being consideredtoo light to control and, of course,the tenorstoo heavy. The Dirksensagain
visitedEnglandand Rick receivedintensivetraining.
ln 1962, Ann Gardner, who had attendedthe NationalCathedralSchool in sixth and seventh
grades,was living in Germanywhile her father studiedRussianfor the NationalSecurityAgency. Ann
loved the Cathedral, had read Dorothy Sayers' novel The Nine Taibrs and was already intrigued by
changerrgilU. Her bestfriend RhodaMicocci was still at NCS and kept a close eye on the growth of the
tower. One day she wrote that the change-ringingbells were to be installedand that studentsfrom NCS
and St. Albans might be allowed to learn to ring. Ann's father returnedto Washingon DC, and she
becamea sophomoreat NCS. Wayne Dirksen taughtmusic at the schooland explainedchangeringing
to thegirls. Ann copieddown plain hunt on ten on the back of a bus ticket and was hooked.He alsosaid
thathis youngestson,Mark, refbrredto specialdaysas "Balloon days" and that AscensionDay, May 4,
1964 was going to be a very specialBalloonDay. This was the day proposedfor the dedicationof the
tower and irs bells.
The Tower Committeehad decidedthat a team of ringers shouldbe invited from Englandfor the
dedication,and the matterwas handedover to Mr. Hughesof the WhitechapelFoundry. His letter to The
Timesdid not go down very well with manyEngllshringers, who felt that The Ringing World shouldhave
beenhis first choicefor communication,but he explainedthat he felt he could easily get a band together,
but how was it to be financed?I believe that the eventualanswerto that questioncame from Dean Sayre,
who againraised sufficient funds. Mr. Hughesthen gave the task of selectinga band to the Secretaryof
the AncientSocietyof CollegeYouths, who, not unnaturally,selectedten membersof his Society.This
againupsetmany ringersin Englandwho felt that the Central Council shouldhave been involved and that
a bandrepresentative
of British cathedralsshouldhavebeenchosen,with each affiliated society submitting
ils own nominees.Whilst the Ancient Society of College Youths is arguably the oldest society of ringers,
it doesn'tfollow that its members are either the best or representativeof English rrrging, and with tlreir
comparatively recent exclusionarypolicy towards women as members,it was felt that many a very
competentringer was being automaticallyexcluded. Whilst there was considerablecontroversy and not
a little ill feeling,the final band was announced.However, upon the irxistenceof the Tower Committee,
Harry Parkesjoined nine College Youths, and the dedicationpeal was eventuallyto be recorded "NonAssociation.
On May 7, along with all the ceremoniesand speechesand fun activities,Wayne Dirksen's
balloonssailing skyward seemedto have a very specialmeaning. The ten ringers rang a quarter peal on
the bells in the afternoon and the following day scoredthe peal.
Despitethe manner in which tttis band was put together,the ringers were actually among the finest
in the world and rang a splendidpeal with the air temperatureat97 degreesF. Excerpts were recorded
andlater availableon sale. Even so, whilst the dedicationfestivities had been an overwhelming success,
as the peal progressedthe Cathedral telephoneswitchboardbeganto receive an increasingnumber of
t02

inquiries:rsto when the ringing wasgoing to cease.Eventually Dean Sayre, who did not want to interrupt
the peal, made the decision to close the switchboardinstead.There was also a large proportion of the
community which enjoyed the ringing, and during the following week the ten ringers were invited to
numerouspartiesandto give demonstrationsat schoolsand on TV. Despitethe telephonecomplaints,the
overall impressionwas of an overwhelming successand the ten ambassadorshad every reasonto feel
proud of the seedsthey had sown.

SaturdayMay 9th 1964in 3 hrs 25mins
5067Stedman
Caters
(#5)
Composer
DavidE. Parsons
- Ringing Master, SaintMartin's Cathedral,Leicester
- Captainat SaintPaul's Cathedral,London
- Ringing Master, The Collegiate Church of St. Peter
[i.e. WestminsterAbbeyl
4
John Freeman
Lincoln Cathedral
- Ringing Master, Birmingham Cathedral
5
GeorgeE. Fearn
6
Norman Chaddock - Ringing Master, Rotherham
- Ipswich
7
GeorgeW. Pipe
- Easthampstead
Frank C. Price
8
9
Wilfrid F. Moreton - Ringing Master, WakefieldCathedral
- Sittingbourne
Tenor Harry Parkes
Treble Peter J. Staniforth
2
John Chilcott
Harold N. Pitstow
3

Conductedbv John Chilcott
WayneDirksenhad envisagedestablishinga band consistingof a nucleusof adults, therefore the
NCS girls had not beenallowedto nng the bells immediatelyafter the dedicationand did not actually start
ringing them until September, when the next school year began. However, Alice Shurcliff lived in
Gatrgetownand arrangedto teachthe girls changeringing on handbellsduring the summer. Alice is the
daughterof Margaret Shurcliff, who with her father Dr. Nichols visited England, learnedto ring and is
oneof the first womento have rung a peal. I believe she actually rang five or six altogether,ringing two
of them in a day. Shewas one of the last female membersof the Ancient Society of College Youths, and
when she returned to Boston es[ablishedthe flust handbell choir and was the founder of the extremely
Associationof English Handbell Ringers. Somehowher daughterAlice taught the girls to ring
successfi.rl
Plain Bob and Grandsire Triples, using the techniquethat everybodyplain hunts until told to dodge- the
treble ringer shoutedout when. In the Fall, Wayne Dirksen beganto teach the girls how to ring tower
bells,but in the meantimearrangementshad been made with Fred Price of Bournemouthto provide him
with board and lodgfuUif he would come over for four months to teach. He arrived in October and taught
almost constantly. He had his own tea pot and tea set in the belfry and taught a total of 63 students,19
girls from NCS, 17 boys from St. Albans, 10 adultswith somepreviousexperienceand 17 othersfrom
the Cathedralstaff andvolunteers.The WhitechapelFoundry had donateda set of handbellsand the NCS
girls continuedto use theseand establishedthe "Whitechapel Guild"; Rhoda Micocci was the first Guild
Master, with Quilla Roth Vice Guild Master.
I haveno informationas to how the others were taught, but the NCS girls used to go over to the
Cathedralbelfry in groups of four, once per week for an hour's lesson,taking turns to provide cookies
and doughnuts. Fred's technique was frst to teach how to raise a bell, thus building the student's
confidenceand ability to deal with the rope should anything ever go amiss. Immediately after being able
to handleand rug in rounds, the girls were introducedto Grandsire and Plain Bob to avoid their acquiring
staticropesightfiom ringing call changes.Nevertheless,they memorizedthe bells to follow and actually
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struckplain coursesrather well. As a farewell to Fred, they evenmemorizedthe bells of a plain course
of StedmanCatersand rang this to his delight. I have no idea how long afterwardsthe boys of St. Albans
continuedto ring, but within four years when I flrst visited the Cathedral,they were no longer active as
a group andvirnrally ceasedto be a sourceof new recruits, whereasby that time, the WhitechapelGuild
had far outpacedall othersin ability and enthusiasm.
For a while after Fred had left, there was a confusedintervalwhen the "adults" instructecltlre
WhitechapelGuild. Of these,Rick Dirksen was by far the most advancedand the positionof Cathetlral
Bell Master was createdtogetherwith a small emolument,and Rick was appointedto take sole charge.
I first met him in the belfry of Leicester Cathedral and in conversationwith Shirley Burton agreedthat
he was potentiallya remarkableringer with a naturalear for rhythm.
Apparentlythe first thing thatthe new Bell Masterdiscoveredwasthat even though they rang plain
coursesof GrandsireTriples and StedmanCaters,the WhitechapelGuild did so by numbers. Nevertheless,
they had alreadyunderstoodthat to follow certainbells in the memorisedsequence,one had to hold up
or cut in; a practicalknowledgeof plain hunt on handbellswas alreadyestablished,and they soonmade
the transitionfrom ringing by numbersto ringing by ropesight.
Over the next few years, severalEnglishringerswere temporarilyresidentin Washingtonand
helpedconsiderably.
Oneof thesewas Roger Bailey and on SaturdayAugust 20,1966, in 3 hrs 15 mins,
peal
thesecond
to be rung on (he bells was scored.This was 5088 Plain Bob Major conductedby Roger
on the sixth, and included,in order, Geoffrey Dirksen, SarahUnwin, Ann Gardner,ElizabethProctor,
DianaWriggins, ChristineKelsey, and Rick Dirksen on the tenor. This was the first peal for first three
namedand the first in the method fbr Rick. It was rung for The CathedralRinging Society. All the girls
were alsoWhitechapelGuild membersand were in a betterpositionthan the adultsto take trips to England
and benefitffom ringing experiencesthere. In 1966,both BetsyProctor and Chris Kelsey had beenon
sucha trip andhad scoredpeals,includingone of StedmanTriples. Ann recalls that the WhitechapelGuild
hadpreviouslyworked on a quarterof StedmanTriples, losing it in a new place week after week. On the
sune day that shewas acceptedinto Oberlin College,Ohio, the quarterwas finally scored, an achievement
which definitely outweighedany college acceptance.
The next peal was rung for The WhitechapelGuild on March 21,1967 in 3 hrs 12 min, being
5040Minor; Cambridge,Oxford, Kent, Plain Bob, andwas rung by SarahScott, Elizabeth Proctor, Diana
Wriggins, ChristineKelsey,SarahIrwin, and conductedby Richard S Dirksen on the tenor. This was (he
first peal rung by an all US band.
I know very little of what the "adult" band was doing, but by this time the first "generation" of
Whitechapelringers (i.e. such as Ann and Quilla ) had left schooland were at College,otherwisethey
would certainly have taken part in the next truly remarkable achievementby the Cathedral Ringing
Society.This was a peal of 5040 StedmanTriples on April 29, 1967conductedby Rick Dirksen from the
sevenlh.The other ringerswere Sarah Scou, Elizabeth Proctor, Diana Wiggins, Geoffrey Davies, Sarah
Unwin, ChristineKelsey, and Geoffrey Dirksen on the tenor. This was the first peal of StedmanTriples
in North America. Geoff Dirksen is Rick's younger brother, the girls were again all WhitechapelGuild
members.One rarely seesa 5040 of StedmanTriples publishedn The Ringing World and for this peal to
have successfrrllycome round is a truly remarkable achievementfor all, not least Rick Dirksen, and it
receivedspecialmentionfrom the Central Council's Secretary,vernonBottomly.
Next comesa peal of 5056 Plain Bob Major rung for the WhitechapelGuild on May 23,1968.
This was conductedby Rick liom ttretenor and includedEmily Paine, JaniceHensley, Martha Windram,

JudyAndrews, Gilbert Goodship,AshtonApplewhite, and Marjorie Barchelor. This was the first peal for
all exceptGilbert Goodship,an Englishvisitor, and the conductor.
I first visited the Cathedralin the summer of 1968, having met and fallen in love with Ann
Gardner, who was by now an undergraduatestudentat Oxford University, ringing and even conducting
pealswith the UniversirySociety. When she was in her final year at NCS, she had written a short article
on the bells and it had beenpublishedin the School'sMagazineHalf In Earnest.The School'sPrincipal
had shownthls to Dezn Sayrewho in nrrn had passedit on to Mr. Hughes and it was eventuallypublished
on the front page of The Ringing World. Ann and I correspondedfor a couple of years before we met.
I was very impressedby the enthusiasmand ability of the Washingtonringers, particularly the
NCS girls. By this time the "adults" had reacheda stagethat satisfiedthem, and were not particularly
interestedin pealrlnglng. They tendedto considerpractice time to be more of a social event, whereasthe
girls buzzedwith enthusiasm,constantlywanting to know how to ring somethingnew. At that time, the
ringerswere only allowed15 minutesof openringing per week and that NOT on Sundaysbut on Tuesday
evenings provided that it was finished by 7.30. This was nothing to do with any incompetenceon their
part; the neighbourhoodhad complainedso often that the Dean finally had no choice but to curtail the
ringlng. Nevertheless,they practisedwith the bells silenced.(N.B. After the Dedicationpeal, every peal
on the bellshad beenrung using silencers,and the following peal was momentousin that permissionwas
given for it to be rung on open bells. Sadly, all subsequent
pealson the bells were rung usingsilencers
until July 4, 1974, when permissionwas once more given and with a local bandthen capableof ringing
London Major, a peal of London Minor was rung on the front six. After that, we have been allowed to
ring one open peal every July 4 zurd,by almostcompletelyblockingthe louvers,open pealshavebeen
allowedmore frequentlysincecirca 1983.)
The open peal was 5040 Plain Bob Major rung on October 11, 1969 and conductedby Roger
Baldwin from the seventh.The others were JaniceHensley, Alan H. Durfee, Richard S. Dirksen,
Marjorie Batchelor,Alan F. Ellis, Derek M. Sawyer,with Martin C. Faulkeson the tenor.
John Baldwin was stationedin DC for a while and organisedthe first North Americanringers'
trip to England where, for a tbrtnight ringers from Washington, Smith, Kent and Groton, stayedwith
variousEnglishfamiliesand rang with the locals.This again addedvaluableexperienceand understanding
of what ringing is supposedto sound like.
In 1970two more peals were rung the first being on January3. This was Plain Bob Minor rung
by Frmk Barkley, Quilla Roth, Ann Gardner, Marjorie Batchelor, John Baldwin, conductor and Richard
S. Dirksen. The other peal was on September26, in the samemethod.The band was Cecily Rock, Kit
Matthew, Penny Moriarty, William A. Theobald, Richard S. Dirksen, and Simon Humphrey the
conductor.
Open ringing after Sundayservice had been re-establishedand indeedwas possiblefor periods
of up to about an hour, when complains would start and threatenthe future of any open ringing at all.
Durmg his stay in DC, Simon Humphrey had conductedquartersand peals on handbells together with Ann
and some of the NCS girls pretry well on a monthly basis.
Marj Barchelor was now an undergraduateat Smith College and in December, with Ann,
conducted Don and Elisabeth Trumpler's first quarter peal of Bob Major. Quilla on a trip to England
scoredher fust 1280 of Superlative.I arrived in August of 1971, and becameone of the regular Sunday
Service ringers. Dean Sayre officiated when Ann and I were married in BethlehemChapel. We bought
our own setof handbells,the Washirgtonringershavingdonated$100 towards this and our old friend Bill

Theobaldhavingdonatedthe two treblesto make it a ring of 12. We soon put theseto use and established
a handhellgroup that scored the first peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Major on the sameday that the
Canadianringerswere alsoatremptinga peal in the samemethod. We went on to study Yorkshire Major,
and Bill Jacksondrove down to learn from us how to ring by placenotation.He madea taperecording
to take back with him so that he could practiseon thumbs.
On tower hells, for severalyearsopenquarterpealswere only toleratedby the neighbourhood
if we first circulatedfliers door to door, giving detailsof the proposedringing.
On August14, l97l J.J. Parker's12 parlpealof GrandsireTriples was rung by Maggie Fanfani,
Cecily Rock, Ann Gardner,Quilla Roth, EdwardW. Martin, RichardS. Dirksen and conductedby Robert
Dennis.Jack Fanfanirang the tenor. Bob Dennis is an airline pilot, and at the time Washington, DC was
on his route.
Many quarters,if rung on tower bells, were rung with the bells silencedand comparativelyfew
were actuallyrecordedin the belfry record books.Years later, when the NAGCR's Tina Stoecklinwas
compiling a data baseof quarterpealsrung in North America, shetold me that one of the first quarter
pealssubmiuedto her from Washingtonactuallyhad the footnote"l00th quarteron the bells." This lack
of recordshas also resultedin false interpretations
of local ringers' abilitiesof that period in that at one
of the first AGMs it has sincebeenstatedthat with ringerscoming togetherfrom all over, it had been
possibleto scorea quarterpeal of CambridgeMajor. In fact, beforethe Guild was formed, quartersof
SurpriseMajor hadbeenrung by SundayServiceringers. Not only this, the first plain courseof London
SurpriseMajor to be rung on this Continent, likely also to have been the first to have been rung oulside
the British Isles,had beenrung at Quebecwith six of the working bells having been rung by ringers from
Washinston.
RobertDennisconducteda pealof CambridgeMinor on August 18, l97l . The other ringers were
Ann Gardner,Cecily Rock, Kit Matthew, Quilla Roth, and Edward W. Martin. This was the first peal
of Surpriseon the bells.
Prior to this, suchtitles as the North American Guild or Associationwere only really flags of
convenience.Therehad beenseveralattemptsto formalize a societybut nothing had come of any of them
Thenat aboutthe sametime, Ned Childs, one of the boys of Groton School,printed a singlenews sheet
titled The Clapperand Marj Batchelorcirculatedher letter addressed"To every ringer in North America"
which proposedthe formationof the North AmericanGuild. The two actionsseemedto be so sincerewith
no self-glorificationimplied, so genuine, that someof uSmet togetherat Smith College to work it out in
more detail, and Bill Jacksonwas nominatedto becomeis first GeneralSecretary.He usedMarj's list
of addressesand told us all that the Guild now exists, and to join simply pay $l to cover cost of future
administration.
The first peal rung at Washingtonfor the new Societywas J.R. Pritchard's5056 of Plain Bob
Major rung on December30, 1972. The band was RebeccaA. Joyce, Mary H. Osterhause,Ann G.
Martin, Quilla Roth, David S. Brown, Marjorie Batchelor,Edward W. Martin, with Robert Dennis
conductingfiom the tenor.
David S. Brown was one of the earliestmembersof the adult band. He did not ring many peals
but, until ill-health set in, was a constantcompanionto learner and expert alike. His gentle manners
comfortedand reassuredeach of us in turn. For many years, he and his wife Ann openedtheir home to
us each July 4, and the peal ringers would join everybody else at Dave's, first to gather around the TV

to listen to the soundsomeof us had made earlier, then to enjoy the hospitalitythat really defiesany
description.
I must say that I have enjoyed ringing at the Cattredraland of being part of the initial driving
force. When I arrived they were ringing Stedmanand Grandsire Triples and maybe half a course of
CzrnbridgeMajor. But with a solid foundationconsistinginitially of Rick, Quilla, Marj, Mary, Ann and
me, togetherwith a constantflow of enthusiasticNCS girls, by the end of 1972Lwas calling touchesof
splicedLondon and Bristol Major, albeit on silencedbells. Neverttreless,
eventhoughmemoriesof the
excellentaninrdetowards ringing are warm in my mind, there are two pictures that push everything else
aside:Ringingin the New Year at the Cathedral, when the belfry would be full of not only ringers, their
families and friends, but also CathedralStaff and their families (Dr. Paul Calloway O.B.E. brought a
party up with him one year). The other hasto be Dave Brown's 4th of July parties.
Ann and I were able to attendthe actual Central Council Meeting held at Oxford when it was
proposed that the NAGCR be afftliated. This was by no meansa foregone conclusion, in fact several
objectionswere raised along the lines that the NAGCR was a mere flag of conveniencefor peal ringers
living alongthe EasternSeaboardof the United States.As visitors, we were not allowed to have any say
but had previouslylobbiedseveralmemberswho answeredtheseobjections,notablyCyril Wratten.He
pointed out that whilst there still were comparatively few towers in North America, there were several
handbellgroupsestablished.He mentionedthe pealsof Yorkhire Royal and of London Surprisethat I had
conducted,involving ringers from both Canadaand the USA, and expressedthe opinion that change
ringmgreally was established
andpromisedrapid growth in the future. In addition he pointed out that Ann
had rung someErin Cinquesat Cheltenhamand had put severalringers right - this particularly went over
very well with the membersand, when the Central Council voted, our affiliation was acceptedbut that of
two other Societieswas rejected.
Even thoughwell into the 70s, the official Guide Book to the Cathedralstill informed its readers
thatthe bells were rung by "the Cathedralmen andboys," with a few notableexceptions,the original adult
banddid not last very long, and both Sundayand practicenight saw far more femalethan male ringers
in the belfry. The new adult band consistedof so many NCS alumni that it seemsvery sad if not stupicl
thatsubsapentlyNCS girls have been discouragedand finally bannedfrom ringing with the adultssince
circa | 983. New recruits are difficult to fnd and keep interested.As BusinessManager of the School since
1971, Rick has been in an ideal position to instruct countlessnumbersover the years, I must say I have
never met one whom I consideredto have been badly taught. Ann was the frst American born Central
Council Representativefor the NAGCR, followed by Marj Batchelor, other young ladies from the
WhitechapelGuild have since made significant contributionsyet have been almost totally unrecognized
for the influential part they have played in spreadingchangerlnging on the North American continent.
I would not recomrnendthat a Ringing Master shouldbe appointedby the authorities,much less
that he should be paid. Changeringing is essentiallya team activity and a fun activity. The team should
have the right to elect is own leadership;to say where it's going and have the fun of working together
fylng to achieveits own appointedgoals. Nevertheless,alttroughRick was paid to be in charge of ringing,
the younger membersof the CattredralRinging Socretyquickly achieved sufficient experience so that circa
1973 the real driving force had becomethe actual team itself, and he was able to spendmore time with
his family and pursue his other interestsknowrrg that ringing at the Cathedralwas of an extremely high
standard.He was still officially in charge and certainly took care of the paper work and the considerable
amountof PR. His own abilitiesandconsistentlygood teachinghave been reflected by his studentswhose
enthusiasm(at least as observedin the daysof the National Cathedral Ringing Society when we all worked
togetheras a team) was suchthat we seldommet short simply becauseeach felt that she belonged and was
neededand witttout her, the othersjust wouldn't be able to ring Bristol. This type of commitment is worth
t07

far more thantryng to setup any kind of sign-up sheetor duty roster, and is indicative of changeringing
in its healthieststate.Without suchspontaneous
commitment,weekly ringing can becomesomethingof
a boring chore; ringers lose interestif there is no statedgoal in sight, particularly if they do not feel
essentialto the team.When finally there is absolutelyno conceptof a team, per se, the most enthusiastic
will fall away, ashzr.s
beenthe caseover the past few years. However, in thoseearly days at Washington
Cathedral,therewa^sa happybalancebetweena fun activity and a responsibleservicb to the church, which
is very difficult to establishand maintain, even in the cathedralsof England where they've been at it for
over 400 years.

THE WHITECHAPEL GUILD ByRichard
S.Dirksen
NationalCathedralSchool
NationalCathedralSchoolis a private schoolfor girls, grades4-12, associated
with Washington
Cathedral.The WhitechapelGuild was foundedin the Spring of 1964, when the English band, visiting the
Cathedral to dedicatethe newly installedring of ten bells, gave an assemblyat the school. The band
demonstrated
changeringing usrnga setof Whitechapelhandbellsbelongingto Douglas Hughes, Director
of the WhitechapelFoundry, who was accompanyingthe ringers. The reactionof the girls and their
Headmistress,KatharineLee, was so enthusiasticthat Mr. Hughesgave the set to the school. A bell
ringing club was subsequently
establishedand namedin honor of the WhitechapelFoundry.
In the Fall of 1964, a retired English inn-keeperand lifelong bell ringer, Fred Price of
Bournemouth,cameto the Cathedralat the invitationof Dean FrancisB. Sayre to teachpeople how to ring
the tower bells. Girls from the WhitechapelGuild were soon recruitedand quickly proved to be able
studenLs,
learningbell hzutdlingand call changeringing in shortorder. On the occasionof Fred's departure
in February,1965,severalgirls joined boys fiom their brother school,St. Albans, and adult membersof
the newly-formedCathedralRrngtngSocieqrin memorizing and ringing a plain course of StedmanCaters
in his honor.
In April of 1965,DeanSayreappointed
RichardS. Dirksento be the Cathedral'sfirst Bellmaster.
At the time, many adults had learnedthe rudimentsof bell handling from Mr. Price, but few could ring
evenroundsadequately.The Whitechapelgirls, however,seemedwell suited to establisha Sundayservice
bandsincethey had provento tb quick learnersand,given Miss ke's ardentsuppoft, they had ample time
to practice as a group during the week. (The St. Albans boys' athletic program precluded them from
ringmg regularly.)Mr. Dirksen therefore usedthe girls as the nucleusof the fledgling Cathedral ringing
program while the adult band slowly gaineddepthand strengthand, ffom 1965-1970,the girls rang 28
quarterpealsand four firll peals, including the first peal by an exclusively American band (in four minor
methods),the first of StedmanTriples in Norttr America, and two of Plain Bob Major. From 1970on,
the Cathedral'sregular ringing was handledby the Cathedral(later Washington)Rrnging Society.
From its beginningin 1965until ttrepres€nttime, the WhitechapelGuild has continuedto flourish
asone of the most unique ringing organizationsin the world in that, each year, its best ringers graduate
and are replacedby learners, with the full membershipturning over every four years. Every Fall, about
15 ninth graders competefor six places in the Guild. Those selectedspendthe Spring months learning
bell+ontrol, call changeringing and plain hunting. In the Fall they are included with the older girls in a
teamof between15 and 18girls. Severalpracticesare scheduledduring schoolhours, each with 4-5 girls
in a 40-minuteclass.Every girl getsto ring once or twice per week at most, but becauseof the proximity
of officesand classrooms,silencers("ting-tangers") must always be used. Open ringing takesplace only
on Fridays for the school's weekly chapel service in the Cathedral. Notwithstandingthese fiustrating
limitations, most girls achievethe ability to ring Stedman,Plain Bob and Grandsirecompetentlyby the
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time they graduate,while someof the keenermemberslearn to ring more advancedmethodswith the
Cathedralband.
During the 1970s,severalWhitechapelalumnaeplayedmajor roles in the early developmentof
North American ringing. Marjorie BatchelorWinter providedearly leadershipfor the ringing program
at Smith College,was instrumentalin draftingthe constitutionfor the North Arnerican Guild (NAG), and,
after moving to England, servedfor many years as the NAG representativeto the Central Council. Ann
GardnerMartin and Quilla Roth were among the first Secretary/Treasurersof the North American Guild
and, over the years,havebecomewidely ra:ognizedin the internationalringing community for their skill,
accomplishments
and leadership.Many othershavetakenpaft in historic peals, both in the US and abroad.
(ln fact, the bells of Immanuel-on-the-Green,
New Castle,DE, originally scheduledto be hung dead, were
convertedto a ringing peal zrfterthe Rector visited a Whitechapelpractice in the early 1970's.) Returning
to Washingtonafter their college years, graduateshave often continuedringing as residentmembersof
the Cathedralband, and, to this day, virnrally every peal and quarterpeal rung by a local band on the
Cathedral'sbells has containedat leastone Whitechapelmember.
Travel has also played an importantrole in the Guild's history. Each year since 1967, Mr.
Dirksenhas takenthe girls on one or more ringing trips to towers in the US and/or tlre British Isles.To
date the Guild has rung in half the North Americantowers, and over 150 towers in Scotland,Ireland,
Wales, and England,including at leastone in each of the English countiessave Devon and Cornwall
(wherethey plan to nng in the summerof 1997.)It is truly hard to imagine any band that has logged more
annualtravel miles on average.
During the past 30 years under Mr. Dirksen's direction, several hundred girls have been
intrtxlucedto bell handlirEand more than 100 have continuedto ring for all four years of high school. Of
these,more thzut40 havescoredat leastone quarterpealand23 have rung one or more full peals in tower
andhand.Considerilg especiallythe transientnature of the Guild, it remains one of the most remarkable
ringing organizations.

CHAPTERXXVII
NORTHAMPTON, Massachusetts
Smith College
Elisabeth Trutnpler
(with DonaW Trumpler)

mith Collegein Northampton,Massachusetts,
was foundedin 1871
as a liberal ars collegefor women and has remaineda women's
collegethroughoutits history. Together with nearby Mount Holyoke
College, Amherst College,the University of Massachusetls
in Amherst,
andthe more recentlyestablished
HampshireCollege, Smith College is part
"Five
of the
College" consortium in the Pioneer Valley along the
ConnecticutRiver in centralMassachusetls,a flourishing cultural center in
semi-ruralscenicsurroundings.
Changeringing came to Smith College in the 1960sthroughthe
efforB of Alice B. Dickinson,Professorof Mathematicsand later Dean of
the College. She and her husbandDavid, also a mathematician,had
discoveredchangennging through mathematicalsourcesduring the 1950s,
while they were at PennStateUniversity.They met Margaret Shurcliff, the
daughter of Dr. Arthur Nichols of Boston, and author of the book Lively
Days: SomeMemoirs of Margaret Homer Shurcliff, who taught them to ring Grandsire Doubles in hand.
After their housein StateCollegePA, which they hadbuilt with their own hands, was tragically destroyed
by fire, Alice and David went off to Englandto learn how to ring tower bells in the Englishtradition.
While in Cambridge,they met a young American mathematicianand ringer, Alan Durfee, who later
joined them in handbellringing in the States.An accountof the Dickinson's adventuresof bell ringing in
Cambridgeshireappearsnlhe Nnging World (isxe no. 2418), togetherwith a report of Alice's first peal
(PlainBob Doubles),rung.July 17, 1957 at Harston. They acquireda set of handbellsfrom Whitechapel
and learnedto rlng well enoughfor each of them to managea peal of Plain Bob Minor. They acquireda
substantialpersonallibrary of ringing books and pamphlets,which was later given to the Smith College
Music Library. Both Alice and David publishedresearcharticlesaboutchangeringing.
On returning to the US in 1957, they settledin Amherst MA, where David would teach at the
University of Massachusetts
and Alice at Smith College. In the early 1960sAlice starteda handbell
change-ringinggroup with someof her students.This group had the usual ups and downs, with students
leavingat graduationand new onesbeingrecruited. The level of ringing was not high, but severalquarter
peals of Minor were scored. Two ringers who had their first introduction to changeringurg during this
time continueas activeNAG members:JoanHutchinson,who was a s0.rdent,and Don Trumpler, who was
at the time teachingmathematicsat Smith.
In 1966-67, Smith College planned and started building a complex of buildings to house and
providefacilitiesfor is Theaterand Dance Departments,which togetherwith the existing Music building
wottld form a quadrangle.The handbellringers warchedttre building activities week after week from Alice
Dickinson's office, located in "Tyler Annex,' acrossthe street from the new center. part of the plans
calledfor a small tower in one corner to hold spotlightswhich would illuminate the courtyard. Could this

tower not be a changeringing bell tower? Mrs. Dickinson approachedthe then Presidentof Smith,
Thom:rsMendenhall,with the suggestionthat the plans be modified to allow for a bell tower with changeruglng bells.The Collegealreadyhad a traditionof bells: a carillon in its main Administrationbuilding,
datingback to the l9th century. Her suggestionwas approvedwith the proviso that all additbnal funding
be raisedoulsidethe College'susualsources.Within two weeksthe moneyfor the bells and fittings, and
for additionalwork on the plannedtower, was in hand, coming in part from the family of Dorothea
Carlyle(thedonorof the carillon),fiom the Shurcliff family, JoanHurchinson'sfamily, and other people
interestedin changeringing. Constructionon that part of ttrebuilding complexwas suspended
while the
Whitechaprel
Bell Foundrywas consulted,and their recommendations
were incorporatedinto the revised
towerdesign.Constructionthen proceeded,with the tower reachinga usablestatein the early springof
1968.Eight bells, tenor 8 3/4 cwt in A, had beenordered from Whitechapel.Thesewere the first of what
haribecomethe WhitechapelNorth American quintuplets:five essentiallyidentical rings, the others being
atHendersonville,
Brewster,Kalamazoo,and Little Rock. In May 1968,a large flat-bedtruck delivered
eight cubical wooden crates containingthe bells, along with smaller boxes containingfiame pieces,
wheels,fittings, and ropes.Thesewere followed a few days later by a short, somewhatround-shouldered
Englishman with a twinkle in his eye. His first words were to ask where the nearestpub was: Bill
Theobaldhad arrived for the first of his many bell hangingjobs in North America! With the help of the
Collegephysicalplant personnel,Bill had the bells installedin a coupleof weeksand beganthe business
of training a band. For abouta month he left the clappersout of the bells and offered to teachanybody
who was willing to learn how to handlea full circle swingingbell. It is said that during this time he
instructetl5Tpeople,includingPresidentMendenhallhimself',severalfaculty membersand many students.
Naturally, membersof the handbellgroup were amongthe first to receivehandlinglessons.In
fact, earlier that Sprirg the group had paid their frst visit to the Groton School to seetower bells in action.
I came to the tower fbr bell handlinginstructionat Don Trumpler's urging, having had no interestin
handbellringmg in thoseearly days.I was fascinatedand ringinghasbecomea lif'elong hobby for me. The
first academicyear with the bells, 1968-69,unfortunatelysaw the only two experiencedringers, the
Dickinsors,away on sabbatical.Oneother somewhatexperiencedringer was on campus: Rhoda Micocci,
a freshman studentwho had learnedto ring while at the NationalCathedralSchool,but her interestin
ringlng scxrnfaded.The smallgroup of four to six learners, which included EconomicsProfessorGeorge
Mair and administratorRussell Carpenter, struggledwith striking rounds and call changesproperly and
exploring plain hunt on four and five. The theoreticalunderstandingwas there, from having done these
andmore complicatedmethodSon handbells,but the lack of bell control and of ropesightcausedno end
of frustration.In tlre spring of 1969there was one of the first ever gatheringsof North American ringers
at Smith to have a proper tryout of the new bells. The visitors includedthe membersof the Toronto
handbell group (JohnOwen, Bill Jackson,Derek Sawyer, David Ingram), Geoff Daviesfrom Boston,
RussellYoung and a group of boysffom Groton, andBill Howard and someboys from Kent. It was quite
an experiencefor the struggling locals to seeand hear the bells rung properly in methodsranging up to
Cambridgeand Yorkshire SurpriseMajor, and to be rung down expertly in peal. At one of the lowerings
in peal a stay was broken!
During the next year the Dickinsons were back, more than offsetting the loss of several of the
previousyear'sgroup due to graduationor loss of interest. Progresswas still very slow, and the amount
of handbellringing had droppedoff as more time was spentin the tower.
The following three years saw a flowering of ringing at Smith. Don and I had been to England
durtng the summer of 1970and spentsometime following Bill Theobald around to practices in the London
area. That Fall Marjorie BatchelorenteredSmith as a freshman.Shewas one of Rick Dirksen's most
promising ringing pupils at the National Cathedral School, a very capableringer, having rung several
peals, and she had taken an interestin conducting.Her enthusiasmwas infectious!In effect she took

charge of ringing activitiesat Smith: leadingpractices,organizinghandbellsessions,recruiting new
learnersandteachingthem both tower and handbell ringing. I changedmy mind about ringing handbells
dueto her enthusiasticexample.A handbellquarterpeal of Plain Bob Royal conductedby Marj became
a milestone!Some of the learnersfrom that era are Becky Joyce, Alice Parker, Martha Locke, Katie
Emmons, Margaret Cushing, Chris Hoppe, 16-year-oldAlma Harward, young SteveSimpkin, and in
l91l afterhis return from Germany,l2-year-old Eric Trumpler (handbellsonly at that time). The quality
of ringing improvedrapidly in both mediumsto the grint that (sometimeswith outsidehelp) handbellpeals
were rung quite regulzrly in methodsup to Kent TrebleBob Royal. The first peal on the Smith tower bells
wzt^s
Plain Bob Minor, rung by a lcrcalbandand conductedby Marj on January7, 1973, and was followed
soon after on March 18, 1973by the first peal on all eight bells, Plain Bob Major, againconductedby
Marj, and includedfive local ringers.
In thoseearly ringingdaysat Smith we were alwayshappyto seeexperiencedringersas visitors
to the tower. Geoff Daviescame with his family from Boston,membersof the Toronto handbellgroup
spent many hours ringing handbellsat the Trumpler or Harward house,as well as in the tower. We
arrangednngtng vlsits to Groton, Hingham (that tower had been reactivatedthrough the efforLsof Geoff
Davies,who taughtJoanHutchirlsonto handlea tower bell), the Church of the Advent (alsoreactivated
by Geoff Davies), the Kent School, and QuebecCity; some of us even went to WashingtonDC to
experienceringing in the NationalCathedral.
The Smith Collegebandwa; ttrehostfor the first AGM of the North American Guild, held in the
homeof Lynn andJohnReynoldsin SouthAmherst MA on October28, 1912.It was at this meetingthat
the NAG was first fully organizedand its directionset.
The following yearsare rezrllybeyondthe scopeof this book, since they came after the formation
of NAG. Ringing continuedto flourish at Smith in the yearsafter Marj Batchelor'sgraduationin 1973.
Ann andEddie Martin were activethere for severalyears while Ann did graduatestudy at the University
of Massachusetts,
and later Neville Withington, anothergraduateof the NationalCathedralSchool,lecl
theringingwhile a studentat Smith. MargaretMiller, now ringing masterat KalamazooCollege,started
her ringing career as a Smith studentin the late seventies.Handbellpealsin many different methods,
includingllndon SurpriseMajor, Bristol SurpriseMajor, SplicedSurpriseMajor, StedmanTriples and
Caterswere rung by bandsconsistingmainly or enthelyof Smith ringers. The first peal of SurpriseMajor
on tower bells for the NAG was rung at Smith by a band which includedsevenringers with Smith
connections.After about 1985, interest in and time availablefor constantlytraining new ringers became
scarce, and ringing there has died out. Perhapsthe North American Guild's AGM in 1997 and its
associated
activitiescan revive local interest,

Epilogue
Alice Dickinsonwas diagnosedwith Alzheimer'sdiseasein the mid-seventies
and died in 1987.
Her namewasposthumouslyplacedon the NAG Honor Roll in 1993 after a group of Smith alumnaeand
fiiends rang a peal commemoratingthe 25th anniversaryof the Smith bells. David Dickinson passedon
in January1997.Margaret Shurcliff's daughterAlice, also a ringer, lives in retirement in Maryland and
Massachusetts(summers). Joan Hutchinsontaught mathematicsat Smith for many years and is now at
MacAlesterCollege in St. Paul, Minnesota;she is part of the Minneapolishandbellgroup and has given
me somevaluableinput for this article. Marj Batchelor married fellow-ringer Alan Winter and moved to
England;they live in Cambridgewith their three sons. Don Trumpler was the Peal Secretaryof the Guild
1979-1997,and I becameTreasurerwhenthe office was establishedin about 1984. Alan Durfee has been

teachingmathematicsat Mount Holyoke Collegefor many years,was an activememberand teacherof
the Smith Collegeband, and is now the contactpersonfor visiting ringerswho want to ring at Smith.

CHAPTERXXVIII
HOUSTON, Texas
St. Thomast
Based on lhe late Evan Pancake's
Article in the Ringing Worll of
Jarunry 3, 1975

n 1948an Americanseminarystudent,T. Robert Ingram, was in t-ondon
covering the Lambeth Conference as a reporter for a Boston,
Massachuseus,
newspaper.While he was walking acrossTrafalgar Square
he heardthe bellsof St Martin-in-the-Fieldsring out. He did not know how or
what they were ringing, but he was impressedwith their glorious soundand
promised himself that, if he was ever involved in the planningof a church
building, it would includea tower and bells.
In 1953 Mr. Ingram accepteda call from St. Thomas'Episcopal
Church, a new missionon the south-westsideof Houston,Texas,and for all
practicalpurposesthe die was cast- in time St. Thomas' would have a tower
andbells. Parishstatuswas achievedin 1955, and growth continuedat a rapid
pace. Plans and funding for a permanentchurch building were finally
completedin 1970,construction
startedin l97l, and a ring of eightbells (8 cwt.) was orderedfrom John
Taylor and Co.
The church and tower are of the Mediterraneanstyle of architecture,which is quite appropriate
fbr the semi-tropicalclimate. The church building seatsapproximately750 people. The church plant also
includesclassroomsand relatedfacilitiesfor a schoolof over 700 students,kindergartenthroughhigh
schml (grade12). The flee-standingtower is 17 feet square and74 feet tall to the top of its 7-foot cross.
It consislsof a crt'rss-braced
steelfiame with masonrywalls, tan-colouredbrick on the exterior and hollow
concreteblock on the interior. The tower is locatedastridea cloister-like walkway, with tlre ringing room
being located up on the first floor. The bell frame is supported by the steel tower fiame and is
approximatelyl5 f'eetbelow the louvresfor proper soundcontrol. The tower was not completedwhen
Paul Taylor arrivedfiom Itughborough to hangthe bells in August, 1971, so the frame and the bells were
Iowered through the uncompletedtop of the tower by a large crane.
It mustbe rememberedthatuntil this time no one in the parish had ever seena ring of bells hung
for change-ringorg,and only Mr. Ingram had heard change-ringing.Thus when Paul Taylor spentabout
tendaysthereinSeptember,
l9Tl,forthepurposeof instructioninbellhandling,hetrutyhadtostart
from the beginnirU.Followinghis departurethe band almost lost their strong determinationto masterthe
new bells. The breakingof stayswas almosta routineoccurrence,and the nearestringers who could
provide any guidancewere 1,400miles away at the National Cathedralin WashingtonDC, altogethertoo
far for any direct help. They had a recordof the bells of Inveraray, but this only servedto emphasisehow
far they had to go. Also on hand were severalpublicationsof the Central Council, including an otd copy
of TheRinging World. Unfortunately, the written material usedmany specialisedterms unknown to any
of the membersof the band.By Novemberenoughprogresshad beenmade to enablethe new band to ring
rounds for several minutesupon the occasionof the laying of the cornerstoneof the new church.

During the first six monthsof ringing the tower was not completed,and conditions in the ringing
room were quite primitive. The completionof the church building and tower in time for Easter, 1972
improvedmattersconsiderably.Becauseof the climate, the ringing room is, of necessiqr,air-conditioned.
Provisionsare alsoincludedfor communications
ffom the organistto ensurethat the ringing is co-ordinate
with servicesbeing held in the church, and for uping of the ringing for both study purposesand special
occasions.
While trying to improvehandling and striking, the ringers made progressin ringing call changes
plain
and
hunting. They were assuredthat their handlingand striking were at an acceptablelevel of
proticiency,althoughthey consideredthat they had not madethe sort of progressin three years that would
he considerednormal in an Englishtower.
Significant help and encouragementcame from three sourceswhich deservemention. Through
The Ringing World they learned of the annual ringing lectures at Hereford under W.F. Moreton's
guidance.He wirs successfulin passingon someof his very considerableexperienceto the band by means
rrf detailedlettersand specificallypreparedinstructionaltapes.In the summer of 1973three of the ringers
visited Yorkshire and he arrangedfor them to ring in sevendifferent towers with a group of excellent
ringers who helpedthe Houstonvisitors do a creditablejob. They found this to be a most rewarding
experience.
Fnrm time to time ringersffom Englandvisiting in Texascameto ring at the tower, and with each
visit the locals learneda bit more. Much assistance
was also providedby Rick Dirksen, at that time,
RingingMaster at the NationalCathedral.He madethe 1,400mile trip to Houstontwice. Both of these
long weekendvisils gavethe bandworkouts from which it took days to recover, but each time they came
out of it betterringers.
All of the b:urdbeqme membersof the North AmericanGuild of ChangeRingers, but the remote
locationfiom the f'ew other towers in the Guild and the small overall numberof ringers in the USA, at
thattime, did not provide the sort of oppornrnitiesfor instruction,visiting and fellowship that are routinely
tz*en ftrr grantedin the Englishguilds. Nonetheless,
the NAGCR was seento be performing a very useful
functionby promotinginterestin ringing on this side of the Atlantic.

CHAPTERXXIX
HANDBELL RINGING
DerekM. Scwyer&
J. MichaelSirnpson

he ringing of changes on handbells has been practised in North America for many years,
in fact the ringers in the 1850 peal in Philadelphia were handbell ringers. Although on this
occasion they were in the country on a tune ringing tour, it is not unreasonable to suppose

that they alsodid somechangeringing.
The first recordedringlng of handbellsoccursin Margaret Shurcliff's book Lively Dcys, in which
"The members
she states:
of The Old Colony Guild met regularly, sometimesat Christ Church and
sumetimesat our housefor handbellringing." Margaretwas an accomplishedhandbellringer herself,
thoughit would seemthat her interestlay mainly in tune ringing and, in later years, she was presidentof
The New EnglandGuild of HandbellRingersand also founder and first presidentof The American Guild
of EnglishHzudbellRingers.She learnedmuch aboutchangeringlng from Challis F. Winney in London
in lX)2. In Augustof that year, at Winney's home in Fulham, she rang 7-8 to a peal of GrandsireTriples
in hand and, "...after a hearty tea of ham and bread and butter...lwel tappedoff a secondpeal [of
Triplesl in two and a half hours." Two handbellpeals in one day was consideredto be a feat and
Stedmzur
Mr. Hughes,owner of the bellsthat they had been ringing, presentedthem to Margaret. According to the
Bell Netvsshewas the first lady ringer ever to scorea double-handed
peal of StedmanTriples.
On her return to Boston Margaret continued ringing both tower and handbells. At about the
beginningof World War I, astower bell ringing was on the decline in Boston, tune ringing becamemore
of a priority for her, and shewas respnnsible
for the formation of severalgroups, including one consisting
of her own children. She kept this interestfor the rest of her life. However, changeringing was not
neglected,and she mentionsseveraloccasionswhen one of their performancesincluded what she refers
to :t^s"a light touchof GrandsireTriples." ln fact, in 1938her whole group were very interestedin change
rirEing :rndwere holdingregularweekly practices.There are no further referencesin her book to ringing
of :uty sort after 1948, but she certainly continuedher associationwith tune ringers up until her death in
1959. The following year, on July 17, a handbellquarterpeal was rung in her memory at High Valley
Farm, in SouthAshfield, Mass. The ringerswere D. Dickirson l-2,D. Goldstein3-4, Alice Dickinson
(Conductor)5-6. It was noted that this quarter was "Presumedto be the first quarter peal rung 'in hand'
by nativesof this country."
The west coastwas not withoutits handbellringerseither.As long ago as May 11, 1909 they were
proudly reporting their first touch on handbells,97 GrandsireTriples, which was rung by: R.J. Carrier
l-2, F.M. Bressey3-4, G.W. Foster5-6, and E.J. Cashmore7-8. This was repeatedwith A.C. Limpus
rlngrng7-8. They alsocompleteda courseof GrandsireMajor. Chicagowas not to be left out either. Here
a bandrang672 Plain Bob Major, the ringersbeing: B. Cowling l-2, F.J. Rumens3-4, G. Barraclough
5-6, F.R. Barraclough (Conductor) 7-8. They also manageda plain courseof Grandsire Caters with the
assistanceof W. Whitaker.
There was still life in changeringing in Boston as late as 1940. JamesLaker, ,ntr'otrrO been a
memberof the Boston Guild many years before, wrote in The Ringing World of February 23, 1940 that

he wix working with a bandof handbellringersin the smallMassachuseffs
town of Bridgewater. They had
startedringing only four bells, one each,andby the time of writing could ring a plain courseof Grandsire
Triples, doublehanded.Laker frequentlygave talks on changeringing to variousgroups and the band
demonstrated
on handbells.They evengot so far as to make a phonographrecord of their ringing. This
had beenloanedto the Town of Bridgewaterwho had it played over loudspeakersduring the week before
Christmas. Apparently,from about a quarterof a mile away, it sounded"...very like the bells of old
England,to which someof us listenedby the hour, and rung by the hour. " Unforhrnately he does not give
the namesof the othersinvolved.
On May 10, 1950,at PhilipseManor, Tarrytown, NY a handbellpeal of 5040 Doubles, Stedman,
Grandsireand Plain Bob wa-srung for the Durham & NewcasfleDicrcesanAssociation. The conductor was
Roland Park, ringing 3-4, the trebleswere rung by BernardSwinsonand the tenorsby Irene Park. A
fi)otnote to the peal states "The band have now rung peals on both the North and South American
Continents."A secondidenticalpeal,but with no fo,otnote,
was rung on May 15, 1950.Mr. and Mrs Park
were certainlytouristsfrom Englandand, possibly,so was BernardSwinson.
TheRinging WorA of August9, 1963carries a report from Alan Durfee of a weekendof change
ringing hostedby Alice Shurcliff at her home in lpswich, Mass. This was held from June 2l to 23.
Present,in additionto Alice, were, Tillie Snugs(Washington,DC), ElizabethBradford and Ruth Stiell
(Mershfield,Mass.), BonneyMcDowell (New York City), SabraSullivan(Northampton,Mass.), Alan
Durf'ee(Cambridge,Ma;s.), and David and Alice Dickinson(Amherst,Mass). Short toucheson six, seven
andeightbellswere rung. On the Sundayeveningsomeof the ringers left early in order to be able to ring
at the Churchof the Advent in Boston.
On the fbllowing Wednesday,June26, 1963a quarterpeal of 1260Plain Bob Minor was rung
by: BonneyMcDowell (First Quarter)l-2, SabraSullivan3-4,Alice Dickinson(Conductor)5-6.
Next to appearon the handbellscenewere five Torontonians:Ruth Gay (n6e Shephard),Ruth
Horwood, David Ingram, John Owen and Derek Sawyer.From this point let Derek tell his story in his
own words:
My own involvementin the North American ringing sceneactually began in 1963 when
I visited as a student.'At the beginningof my visit, I had accompaniedFred sharpe,
Presidentof the CentralCouncil at that time, to the 1963Festival of the American Guild
of EnglishHmdbell Ringersin Denoit. I havealways, and still do have an active interest
in tune-ringing as well as changeringing. At that meeting, I taught changeringing arul
4-in-hzurdtune ringing. The final part of my visit causedme to take a five day non-stop
Greyhoundbus-trip from Vancouver to WashingtonDC. Paul Taylor had invited me to
participatewith him in the dedicationof the Carillon at WashingtonCathedral.I had
arrived at the Cathedral late on a Friday afternoon, rather tired, but soon revived with
the offer of a cup of tea with Dean Sayre. He quickly noticed my Leicester Diocesan
Guild ringing badge and thought it was rather tarnished for such an occasion. He
disappearedand came back with it in an absolutelysparkling condition. Although the
celebrationat that time was around the Carillon, much of the discussionsurroundedthe
dedication of the 10 changeringing bells to take place n 1964.I believethat this was
possiblyone of severalconversations
in which DeanSayre developedthe idea of bringing
ringers over from the tIK for this occasion.
I returned to England soon after this and came back to live in the Toronto area
in January1967.The following August I visited WashingtonCathedralagain, as part of

my vacation.By coincidence,John Owen was there at the sametime, if I remember
rightly, on his honeymoon.At that time he was engagedin leukemiaresearchin Elliot
Lake, Ontario, several hundred miles north of Toronto, too far for regular ringing
practices.During the year end betweenChristmasand New Year, John and I revisited
Washington.We stayedin the basementof Rick's [Dirksen] parents'house,sleeping
below the life-sizeposterof Bela Lugosi as Count Dracula. I'm fairly sure Geoff Davies
had arrived in North Americaby then, and it is possiblehe was there at that time. Geoff
and I had beenMasters of the Birmingham and Bristol University Societiesrespectively
at the sametime, so we had known each other quite well in England. It is certainly my
first memory of discussionof the formation of a North American Guild along the lines
of an EnglishGuild.
In the early part of 1968,Geofforganisedthe first North AmericzurTower Grab.
It was to be a nvo day eventwith Groton and Hingham on the frst day and Kent and the
just installedSmith College on the secondday. I've cycled hundredsof miles for tower
grabsin my teenageyears, but this struck me as the craziestdashever. The highlight of
coursewas coming down to earth with Bill Theobaldat Smith and helping him to make
good use of the Guinnesswhich the authoritiesthere kept stockedin his fridge.
Now the importanteventsfor Toronto happenedprior to this tour. One evening
I receiveda phoneczrllfrom Ruth Gay. Shewas at McMaster University in Hamilton and
had been given my address/telephone
numberby David Moore (they had both beenat
BirminghamUniversity,and I had been to the sameschool as David). Ruth had brought
with her a set of eight handbellswhich sheusedas a decorationover her mantelpiece,
neverexpectingto usethem. Well, ttristelephonecall cameat the right time becauseJohn
Owen and myself were making arrangementsto participate in this tower grab in a few
weeks time. While we were talking on the phone,I askeda stupidquestion."Do you
happento know of anyoneelse in this area who rings?" It wasn't a stupid questionafter
all; therewas this fellow David Ingram at McMaster who rang in Birmingham,but had
foundother occupationshere. The upshotwas that the four of us, plus John Owen's wife
lna, piled into hi,sChevy Impalawittr the setof handbellsin the trunk: destinationGroton.
We drove down to our first of many staysat the StoneEnds Motel, just off the
NY Thruway near Albany. Although it was very late in the evening, out came the
handbells. I was the only one with previous experiencein this area. (Through my
grammar schoolyears I had rung a handbellpeal most Thursday evenings,with Johnny
Acres ffom Leicester Cathedralwho had taught me to conduct, Ernest Morris who was
the first person to nng 2000 peals and Bernard Payne, a school master who was
responsiblefor enthusingmany studentsin our art.) We struggledthat evening and fett
satisfied when we had rung a decent course of Plain Hunt Major! Thus was born the
Toronto Group of the 1960s.
Johnwas still at Elliot Lake, so that wasn't going to do too much for continuity.
Howeverhe madethe momentousdecisionto extendhis haematologyqualificationsto a
frrll medical qualification. This would be done at McMaster of all places. Thus there were
to be four of us in one place.
ln the late Summerof 1968, we had anotherexpeditioninto Massachuseus;this
time to Grotonto rug a peal. I haveno record of this, but a peal was mng. This brought
aboutseriousdiscussionof the formation of a North American Guild by the participans

in thatpeal afterwards.'Ringing Non-Associationpeals was not the thing to do! In spirit,
all of us consideredthis to be the first peal for the North American Guild, becausethe
commitment was there. (Soundsa bit like what would now be acceptedas a good
foundation for a common-lawrelationship!)I am well aware that the purist type of
constitutionaddics cannotbegin to count until a Constitutionis signedand sealed,but it
is likely most of us who participatedin this event consider it to be the real formation of
the Guild and the first peal for the Guild!!
Back we go to Toronto. I got into my little VW beetleevery Thursday night to
visit Hamilton and McMaster. From Plain Hunt to Plain Bob; a plain courseand then
gmd old E.M. Atkins. It seemedlike a major successto ring a four courseblock. Then
the blow. Ruth had decidedshe would return to England before the year end becauseof
her father's ill health. This meant not only the group would be diminished,but the
handbellshad to go. It becamea matterof mind over matter and principle that having got
this far, we WOULD ring a full peal before she departed.We did succeedin this
Dave Ingram was visiting England that Christmas
endeavourandthe pealwas published.2
and promised to return with a borrowed set of handbellsfrom one of the Birmingham
churches.
In January1969,I receiveda leuerfrom one,Bill Jackson.He was a ringer, had
noticedour peal in the RingingWorld, and would be coming to live in Etobicoke, which
is where I worked at that time. Bill lost no time in getting up to speedwith the handbells
and we spreadour wings into the music of Kent and splicedKent/Oxford.
Back in 1968, on March l, a quarter peal was rung in Oberlin, Ohio by: Ellen Moore (First
Quarter) l-2, Lynette Olson (First Quarter)3-4, Ann Gardner(First as Conductor)5-6.
Now to resumethe tale asrememberedby Bill Jack^son.
He had takenup residencein Toronto and
becamea memberof the group, thoughthe wo ladiesby that time had left. By April 1969 they had honed
their skills to the degreethat the four of them rang their first handbellpeal together,Plain Bob Major
conductedby Derek Sawyer. The group soon beganspecializingin Treble Bob methodsand, up to l97l
when Bill Jacksonmovedto Montreal, they were having peal attemptsevery other week. All told in those
two yearsthey rarE 19 pealstogether.Eachmemberof the band conductedat leastone peal. Three of the
pealswere the "First in Method in North America," which in thesecasesalso means"First for the Guild. "
In the sameperiod of time five other handbell peals were rung in Washinglon, all conductedby Simon
Humphrey. Four of thesewere Plain Bob Major and the fifth, Plain Bob Royal, being the first in North
America. From thenuntil the official foundingof the Guild on September| , 1972, 3 I more handbellpeals
were rung. Most were in the methodsalready mentioned,but the list of "Firsts in the Method in North
America" include: Norwich Minor, CambridgeMinor, GrandsireTriples, Double Norwich Major,
YorkshireMajor, Kent Royal and Maximus and Plain Bob Maximus. Many people scoredtheir first peal
at this time, far tcxlmany to mention.All pealswere rung for tlre embryo North American Guild and were
acceptedby the Guild retroactively,with one exception.A Peal of Bob Major in Washingtonwas not

'The

peal was Plain Bob Major, nrng on August 3, 1968 and conductedby Geoff Davies. It was subsequently
recognized,retroactively, "as being for NAG, " at the Guild AGM on October 28, 1972. Thus it becamethe first peal for
the Guild.
2This

peal was nrng on November 13, 1968, 5040 Plain Bob Major, conductedby Derek Sawyer, and was also
recognizedretroactively by the GuiJd, and thus became the fust handbell peal rung for the Guild, and the lrst of Major in
North America. in hand. (Ed.)
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acceptable
to the CentralCouncilon a technicality(it was of 5057 changes)and thus could not be included
in the Guild pealseither, though it is included in the abovenumbers. The list of handbellpeal conductors
expandedto include Marjorie Batchelor, Edward Martin and Geoffiey Davies. All four of the Toronto
group continuedto be keentravellersto the N.E. United States,leaving Toronto on a Friday eveningand
attending a ringing meeting in Groton School, Smith College or Kent School. At thesemeetingsevery
unforgivingminutewas filled by ringing on the tower bells or handbells.This.enabledthe group to meet,
ring with and generally encouragemany young North American ringers such as Marjorie Winter (n€e
Batchelor),Ann Martin (nde Gardner),Alice Behnegar(ndeParker), Martha Locke, Mary Clark (n€e
Osterhaus),Don and Elisabeth Trumpler, and I am sure many others too numerousto be mentioned.
Derek Sawyer,with good reason,especiallyrememberstravelling to the Trumpler's residenceone Easter
weekendin the early 1970sin order to get both Don and Elisabeththrough their first quartersof Ptain Bob
Major in hand. In this they were successful.Derek was far less successful,on the return journey, in
negotiatingwith a New York StateTrooper. The trooper wished to presentDerek with a traffic ticket for
overtakinganothercar which had beenpulled off for travelling at 100 mph!! Geoff and ElizabethDavies,
fiom Boston,were also involvedin most of the aboveevenls.
Bill Jacksonrecallsthat of the 68 pealshe rang in North America, before returningto England
in 1974,65were handbellpeals.Conditionsfor peal ringing were not alwaysideal. Bill recallsone peal
in Northampton,Ma.ss.,in which the ringers had to sit on bar stools. On anotheroccasionhe remembers
goingover a weekend,from Montreal, 600 miles and l0 hours in eachdirection,to Washingtonfor two
peal attempts.This allowedfor virtually no practicetime so he had acquaintedhimself with the methorl
befirre leaving home by playing it on a tape recorder and ringing on thumbs!
But all the excitementwas really worthwhile, becausethis group of peopleprovicledthe main
impetusto form the North AmericanGuild of ChangeRingers.
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CHAPTERXXX
TIM NORTH AMERICAN GTIILD OF CHANGE RINGERS
J. Michael Simpson

n the precedingchapterstherehasbeenmentionof the North American Guild. This
was inauguratedas of Septemberl, 1972, but the inaugural meeting was not held
until October28,1972 in Amherst,Mass. However, discussions
had beenongoing
for a number of years before that.
Memoriesseemto differ aboutwho did what and when, as is not unusualafter
nearly 30 years. I had been living and ringing in Calgary since late 1963 and well
remember the excitementthe following year when the bells were installedin the
NationalCathedralin Washington.Someof my earlier correspondence
seemsto havegone missing,but
I think it was in about 1966that I receiveda letter from Rick Dirksen of Washingtonon the subjectof
fttrming a Guild. I rememberbeing very enthusiasticaboutthis idea and even went so far as to sendhim
a draft constitutionwhich I had modelledon the Lincoln DiocesanGuild's document.In subsequent
correspondencewhich I still have, he mentionedmeetingswith the "Toronto Group." From my
perspectivethe idea seemedto blow hot and then cold for a while, but this was not actuallythe case,as
much was going on in the east.
As Derek Sawyerrelatedin the previouschapter,he, John Owen and possibly Geoff Davies, had
discussions
with Rick in Washingtonin late 1968.Thesepeople,and others,kept up thesediscussionat
the aprdsrlnglng sessionsat many of the meetingsheld in the subsequentyears in the New Englandarea.
Out of these meetingswas born the idea of forming a North Eastern Branch of the non-existentNorth
AmericanGuild. Margery Batchelorwas electedsecretaryof this N.E. branch and thus took over much
of the paperwork. Bill Jacksontook over the organization.In 1970 I received a letter from Bill requesting
detailsof all ringers in Western Canada,to which I responded.This showedthat the main concentration
of ringersthen existedon the West Coast,very differentfiom today.
Bill's work sawhim travellingsignificantly in North America, so he could make contactwith the
difTerenttowers and people, and he certainly came to seeus in Calgary. To us in the West this seemed
to makettreformationof the Guild evenmore likely. Derek Sawyer recalls that the "Toronto Four, " with
Geoff Davies,spentconsiderabletime deriving a suitableconstitutionand bylaws for the Guild basedon
a numberof lricester Guild Reportshe had with him. I have no idea if my efforts at constitutionwriting
had survivedthis long, but if theydid it would certainlyhavegiven our constitutionan East Midlands bias!
It was the derivatives of thesewhich formed the first Guild Constitution and Bylaws at the meeting at
Smith, but not before they had been amendeda multitude of times. This is not surprising, since ringers
being involved, they were probably written in a pub which is, as Derek Sawyer once suggested,where
all valid nnglng materialsare composed.Thus, they probably were not sufficiently complex for the more
constitutionallyoriented North American minds!! Nevertheless,after considerablediscussion,and
amendment,they were eventually adopted!
Derek Sawyersuggeststhat he andother membersof the band who rang the 1968 peal in Groton
feel that this representedthe moment of conceptionof the new Guild. Rather than ring the peal for an
existtngguild, which might appearto beliulethe achievementsof residentNorth American ringers, it was

their collectivetpinion ttratit shouldbe rung for a putative North American Guild. If this peal was in fact
the inceptionof the embryonicGuild, the period of gestationwas certainlyelephantine.
Be that as it may, the Guild was finally inauguratedas of September1972. Bill Jacksonwas
elected the first Secretary,Eddie Martin was the first Peal Secretary,and Paul Windells, of Groton
Schcxrl,was the first ClapperEditor. What is of primary importanceis that, atthe time of writing, the
Guild hassurvivedits first 25 yearsand is still going strong.Long may it remain so.

APPENDIX I
LIST OF BELL FOTINDERS
Predecessors
of what is now the WhitechapelBell Foundry

t420
1426
1456
r470
1487
1 5 0 0- 1 5 1 5
1506- 1522
r523
l538
I 553
1574
I 583
r 606
l6l0

r6r6
1632
1640
1675
1700
1735
1738
t752
1769
1116
1781
1784
1787
t79l
1805
1810

1844
1861
1865
1873
1884
1904
l9l6
1945

RobertChamberlainof Aldgate
William Chamberlain
William Daniel
John Daniel's Successor
I. W.
ThomasBullisdon
William Culverden
ThomasLawrence
John Owen
ThomasKempe
RobertMot
ThefouruLrymovedfrom Aldgate to the north side of Witechapel Rd.
JosephCarter - Moved hisfourulry herefrom Readingand so was the direct successor
of the l4th Century Wokinghnmfoundry.
William Carter
Thomas Bartlet
John Clifton
Antony Bartlet
JamesBartlet
RichardPhelps
Phelpsand Lester
Thomas Lester - Moved across the road to 34 Witechapel Road, the present site.
Lester and Pack
Lester, Pack and Chapman
Pack and Chapman
Chapmanand Mears
William Mears
William and ThomasMears
ThomasMears I
Thomas Mears and Son
Thomas Mears ll - Acquired thefoundies of John Bryant of Hertford, the Wells
Foundry of Aldbourne, Rudhall's of Gloucester(in businesssince 1270),
and William Dobson of Downham, Norfolk.
Charles and GeorgeMears
George Mears and Co. - Commencedusing the trade name of Mears and Stainbank.
Mears and Stainbank
Robert Stainbank
Alfred Lawson
Arthur Hughes
Albert A. Hughes
Albert A. and William A. Hushes
t?5

l 950
1964
1972

Albert A., William A. and DouglasHughes
William A. and DouglasHughes
William A., Douglasand Alan Hughes- begantrading under the nameof
Witechapel Bell Foundry.

APPENDIX II
Bruton, Virginia
An interesting
pieceof research,carried out by ThomasErwin, who is a ringer at Christ Church
Raleigh,North Carolina, uncoveredan item in the Vestry Book of Bruton ParishChurchgoing hack to
the year 1685.At that time Bruton Parishwas centredaround a town called Middle Plantation, which was
latersupplanted
by the plannedcolonialcapitalof Williamsburg.This item readsin the pertinentpart for
May 10,1685:
Whereasthere is a propctsitionto the Vestry, concerninga steepleand a Ring of Bells,
theVestrydo requestMr. RowlandJones,Mr. Martin Gardnerand Fra. Page,that they
makea computationof the chargeof building the Steepleand cost of bells, and returne
the same to the next Vestry; and in the meantimethey endeavorto procure what
donationsthey can from suchpersonsas may be theretowilling.
LJnfirrhrnately,
it hasrurwbecomeclear ffom further studiesof the historiesof Bruton Parish that
nottringis known to have come from this proposal.The presentchurchhas a singleWhitechapelILester
& Pack /l bell dating from the 1750s.

APPENDIX III
St. Michael's.Charleston
The June14, 1873issueof Church Bells carries an article by a Pettigrew Carson which, in part,
gives a more detailedaccountof the story of St. Michael's bells during and after the Civil War. The
completearticle readsas follows:
the Bells of St. Michael's. South Carolina
Very dear to the peopleof Charlestonis St. Michael's Church in that city, which is saitl
to havebeenbuilt after a modelfurnishedby Sir ChristopherWren, and copied from St.
Martin's [sic]-in-the-Fields,London. The spire of St. Michael's, however, is much the
more beautifirl.But chiefly were the peopleproud of their bells. There was no such a set
of eight in the colony. Of all the works of man's hands,there is none which seemsto
have sucha life of its own as bells. How they sympathisewith the people,giving voice
to their joys and their sorrows! How, with prophet'svoices,they speakto eachman in
his own tongue!And how sometimes,like mocking spirits, they urge the mad fury of the
mob with pealsof vengeanceand triumph, which in the ears of the wiser few are a knell
of despair!
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When the British took Charlestonin 1780,they stabledtheir horsesin the church,
and, unhanging the bells sent them off to London, where for many years they were
clumpedon the Tower Wharf, and left therefor manyyears unnoticed. At last the Vestry
of St. Michael's receiveda letter, biddfuSthem expecttheir bells by a certain ship sailing
from London. The people went in processionto bring up from the ship their beloved
bells, which they had never hoped to listen to again, and with prayers and thanksgivings
they were replaced in the church tower. The pious benefactor never made himself
kmwn; but he was supposedto have been a British officer who had been at the taking of
Charleston.For seventyyears did their bells regulatethe social life of the city. For not
only did they call to worship and celebrateall occasionsof public joy :urd sorrow, but
nightly they rang a curfew which ruled everybody's movements.It was intendedto warn
Negroeshome at nine o'clock in winter, ten in summer;after that hour they might not
go into the streetswithout a written pass. The nimble Negro often eluded the statute,
givlng leg-bail to the 'guardsman,' but the whites put themselvesunder the rule of their
own accord. All visitors were expectedto take leave at bell-ring and they punctually
departedat the same moment that Cuffy was brushing to gain his gate before the top of
the draw shouldmake him amenableto the law asainststrollers'after hours' as it was
called.
Time went on and Charlestonbehind her def'encesof sand resistedall efforts to
carry her. During the five hundred(546) days of bombardment,all the lower part of ttre
town had to be abandoned.Housesand churcheswere shattered,the cannon-ballstore
up the very graveyards,and the bonesof the deadwere scattered,yet the spire of St.
Michael'swasuntouched.Perhapsthe cannoneerstried to spareit; perhapsgood angels
guardedit. But what neitherthe malice of the enemy, not the spiteof Foftune did, the
peoplethemselveseffected;for the bells were takendown and sent to Columbia to be cast
into cannon.GeneralBeauregard,perhapsshockedat the desecration,pronouncedthem
unfit for the purpose; and the fate which heaped up at Columbia for sake keeping
everything of value in the state,there detainedthe bells also. Then Sherman'sarmy
passedthrough, leaving its track as of lightening. A party of half-drunken soldiers, out
for a lark andfor plunder,were accostedby a Negro, who offered to show them the bells
which had rung in Secession,'Never' said the men, 'shall they play that tune again!' and
they smashedthem into a hundredpieces.
Sadwasthe return to the desolatedhomes, and the meeting in the dumb church,
to which no miracle might restore the voice of the chimesthey loved.
But they were men of pluck still; and as soon as Oreyhad shakenthemselvesup,
and provided for the first pressingneeds,they resolvedto tax themselvesto get a new
chime.
Scarcely had the Rector bread, and the vestry and congregationwere arllvery
poor, but they wrote to C.B. Prioleau, of London, to enquire the cost of a new set. This
gentlemanhad lived so long in Englandas to havebecomealmostan Englishman,but
his heartstined at the recollectionof the dearold voicesthat had called him in childhood,
andhe undertookthe task with a loving zeal rhatbrought most surprising results. There
was no record at Charlestonof where the bells came from. But Mr. Prioleau went to
Mears and Co., Whitechapel,l-ondon,a firm which had been in existencemany hundred
years,andhe found the record of eight bells cast for St. Michael's Church, Charleston,
S.C., in 1759.The proportionsof metal, and sizesof the bells were all enteredin the
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books; and the presentMears engagedto turn out a new set which, when hung, should
make the Charlestonians
themselvesthink they heardtheir veritableold bells. But Mr.
Prioleauwas not contentwith this; he wrote back to have all the fiagments that could be
found sentout - and this was done. Meanwhile, Mears found still in their service an old
man of sevenqr-six,who had been apprenticeunder the very fbreman who, more than a
hundredyearsbefore, had castthosebells; and he, stimulatedby Prioleari'sgenerosity,
neverrestedtill he broughtto light the very original mouldsfor the castings.Into them
the new metalwas meltedwith the brokenfragments,so as to make the illusion a reality.
All that was wantedto make up the cast Mr. Prioleau added,and the reward of his
perseverance
andgenerositywas to sendto the vestry thesenew bells, which are the very
old onesstill.
Againdid the congregation,with tearsand thanksgiving,receivethe bells from
this their fifth voyageacrossthe Atlantic, andharE tlremup in St. Michael's steeple.May
they never againbe removedby the rough handof war, or evensoundaughtbut peace
on earth and good-will towardsmen!
Pefigrew Carson

APPENDIX IV
St. Michael's.Charleston
In 1976 an attemptwas madeto chime a full peal to mark the Bi-Centennialof the foundingof
the UnitedStatesof America. This was orgaurised
by Gabrielle Wilson. After the event she wrote to Eddie
Martin, a Guild member, and the following is the pertinentpart of her letter:
Next [I have] to admit what you have probably heard from Mr. Williams, that our
changesat St. Michael's are rung by playing the eight noteselectrically connectedto the
bells' clapperson a small console.Though in the past Mr. Williams has humorously
referred to me as a .'band', we do not have one. Ten years ago I beganto play the
changesto help the organist,and at that time I wrote out what I think is a correct plain
courseof K.T. [Kent TrebleJBob Major, following the simplecourseand Lead Heads
given on page 126 of Powell's RingersHandbook. Other membersof the band are now
enjoying ringing the bells. The bells are wonderful and soundfine to us. Surely they
would soundbetter rung full circle, but we have never heard them so rung.
When it was proposedto ring St. Michael's bells for three hours on July 4,
119761,I startedout with what I had, and attemptedto go on from224 changesin the
Plain Course,hopurgto luck out with a 5,000 odd peal of changesworking happily back
into rounds. I have to write out the whole Lead Blocks in order to have the numbersto
convertinto fte relatednoteson the music sheet.I found I could keep going by a bob on
the 7th course (as shown on page I29) and by a bob on every 7th course end I could
avoid repeatinga coursehead. Every once in a while I had to bob at the end of the course
beforethe 7th. When I got past5,000 changesthere was no sign of the bells coming back
into rounds, so for fear that I was on a 30,000 odd journey, I endedmy compositionat
the end of the 88th course, cheatinga little on my method.

88th Course Lead End
next Lead Head
and then:

14236587
12435678
12345678

On July 4, the 2816changesprovedto be insufficient fbr the required three hours, so we
beganagain at the 49th course and repeateduntil the end of the 88th course, ringing, I
believe,4385 changes.Our listenerscertainly did not know the difference and the bells
soundedbeautifully exciting to us who came to ring them and thosewho came to hear.
I know I have not achieveda correct and proper peal, which I would like so
much to do, but I am uncertain that my understandingof the calls will ever be equal to
the task. If I sendyou a good copy of my first 35 courses,would you look at my bobs
and point out my mistakesand anything that was right? I truly want to understandwhat
you and the Handbook are saying to me and work out the proper peal myself, but I am
nOtsure that I can.
This letter certainly demonstratesthat the aboundingenthusiasmthat the people of Charleston
exhibited over their bells right from the very first, has not diminishedone iota over the past230 plus
years.

APPENDIXV
Philadelphia Peal Band
The band that rang North America's first peal in Philadelphiain 1850containeda numberof
ringers who were undoubtedlyvery well known during their lives. They were:

HENRY WILLIAM HALEY, who conductedthe peal from the fourth bell, and was reputedto
be one of the leadingcomposersand conductorsof his time. He was born on February 19, l8l9 and in
his early life was employedas a weaver. Later in life he worked for John Warner & Sons Ltd as a
handbelltuner. He composedand conductedhis first peal of StedmanCaters (5079 at Fulham) two years
after he was electedto the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths on August 4, 1840 and was living in
BetltnelGreenat thattime. He becametheir master in 1851, the year following the Philadelphiapeal. In
1850PhineasT. Barnum was looking for handbellringers for his famous touring show. He approached
the SRCY and Haley was selectedalongwith JamesHewett, William Lobb, Edward Sawyerand a Mr.
H. Kent. The tour commencedin New York, then went on to Philadelphiawhere the peal was rung and,
subsequently,
to many major Americancities. They all, exceptMr. H. Kent, returned to England one year
later. Sadly, Mr. Kent was taken ill prior to boarding for the return trip and was admittedto hospital in
New York where he died. Haley left the SRCY in 1854to join the Ancient Society of College Youths and
becameMaster in 1873.He was alsoa memberof the St. James' Society, which later becamethe London
CountyAssociation,and rang the first ever peal of StedmanCinquesin hand for that society in 1854. In
1861he rang 8580 StedmanCatersat Cornhill andon Aprtl?7,1868 he conducted,from the treble, a peal
of 15,840,Kent Treble Bob Major, being the longestpeal ever rung at that time. All Saint'sDay, 1878
saw the openingof the new rurg of 12, tenor 62 cwt, at St. Paul's Cathedraland Haley, with his son, also
Henry, were in the openingband. TWoyearsbeforehe died he rang in a "silent" peal of GrandsireTriples
(flolt's Original) at St. Giles-in-the-Fields.Altogether his total was 182 peals (ten on handbells)of which
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he conducted155 and composed105. Thesewould be consideredvery high numbersin thosedays. He
passedaway in Fehruary1886.

JAMES FIEWETT, ringer of the fifth, was known for both tower and
handbellringing. He was born in Spitalfieldsin LondOnin 1817and learned
to ring tower bells at the ageof I I years.It did not take him long to masterthe
44 cwt tenor in his home tower. At the age of 14 he began to study change
ringing in the belfiy of St. George's, Southwark. A year later he rang his first
peal, GrandsireTriples, at Holy Trinity, Southwark. After this he took a two
to three year sabbaticalto study medicine and music. He returned to change
ringing at St. James',Clerkenwellwhere he madethe acquaintance
of such
pecplea^sHenry BurwashandW. Shipway,ffom whom he picked up many of
the finer points of changeringing. He was electedto the Societyof Royal
CumberlandYouths on August 22, 1837and rang at least 15 pealsfor that
s<rciety.He alsorang two pealsfor the St. James'Society, quite possibly in the
companyof William Lobb, who was Masterof that societyaroundthis time.
JamesHewet't1817 - 18ee

After the North American tour Hewett returned to his trade of
upholsterer
antl,presumably,alsoto changeringing.His urge to travelmust
haveheenstrongas in 1855he, alongwith six other ringers,headedto Germanyfor a handbellringing
tour that shouldhave beenonly a month long. They eventuallyreturnedhome after threeyears, having
perfbrmedfrrr suchpeopleas the ex-Emperorof Austria, with somemembersof his family, and Victor
Emmanuel, King of Sardinia.Two years later he was off again,this time touring England,Wales and
Irelandbefirreheadingto Russia:urdthe Balkans,and returnedhome in l86l. Almost immediately he was
on his way again,first to Germanyand thento Russiaand Latvia. While there, he and his group ran into
political disturbancesand the band disbanded,with somemembersreturninghome. Hewett, with two
others, however, headedto Tilsit, hoping to get work on a new railway that was to commencein the
spring.While waiting for the snow :urdice to disappear,Hewett madeuse of his many talentsby teaching
the violin to HumphreyDavy (sonof the well known engineerof the samename),the chief engineerof
the railroad,and alsoteachingEnglish to the local residenls.After four years he gave up working for the
railway andren"rnedto l-ondon in 1866,andtook up his old trade of upholsterer.In 1871 he moved from
ktndon andtmk up residenceat 16, Chapel Row, Gosport, Hampshire,and was employed by a bedding
manufactureruntil he retired. After renrrningto ErElandhe took up changeringing again and in 1879 was
c'rneof thoseresponsiblefbr the formation of the Winchesterand PortsmouthGuild, for whom he rang a
further 14 peals. In his retirementyears he turned his hand to composingand by January 1892 had
produced the first true extent of (362,880) GrandsireCaters. Intermittentlyfor some years after he
advertisedthis compositionfor salein theBeIl News, chargingsix penceor, if mailed, sevenpence. Some
time in 1893CharlesRahill wrote a leuer to theBell Nawsreferrirg to a previous article that had appeared
in the April lst issueof that Journal, and taking issuewith Hewett whom he thought was responsiblefor
a statementthat the tenor in the 1850peal had been rung by an American. In his letter Rahill statedthat
he andHewett were the only survivingmembersof that peal band. Hewett died in 1899. This samearticle
was reprinted in the Bell News of January 13, 1900 and the W & P Guild reproducedit, after his death,
as a tribute to his contributionsto ringing. It is also from this article that much of the above information
has been taken. The f,rnalparagraphstatesin part:
...[The Guild] hasbeenmuch indebtedto the ripe judgment and ability in ringing matters
of James Hewett, who for the last twelve years has been a member of the permanent
committee of the Guild. Many of the bands in the south of Hampshire and the Isle of

Wight owe their presentproficiency m his kindly advice and instruction in their first
struggleswith the difficulties of changeringing.

THOMAS LE SAGE, who rang the treble, was a residentof Philadelphiabut appearsto have
originatedin the trndon area.Little hasyet been discoveredabouthim, but he had been a member of the
St. James'Society.He rang a handbellpeal for that societyon April 18, 1840,5040 GrandsireTriples,
rung in 2 hrs and 48 mins. The ringerswere William Golding l-2, CharlesGorzee 3-4, William t bb 5-6,
and ThomasLesage7-8. The peal was conductedby William Lobb.

WILLIAM LOBB, ringer of the sixth in the pearl,was born on April I l, 1814,in the parishof
St. tronard's, Shoredirch.Like his friend, Henry Haley, he wasa weaver in his early life. He was elected
to tlre Societyof Royal CumberlandYouths on August 4, 1836and rose through the ranks of Junior and
SeniorStewzud,to becomeMaster in 1847. He was also a member of the St. James' Society and Master
of that vrciety in 1839/40.A year after refurning from the tour of America he changedhis allegianceand
joined the Ancient Societyof CollegeYouths,becomingMaster in 1855.
He married a lady by the nameof Mary Goldingat St. Matthew's, BethnalGreen, on Boxing Day
lU4.By thattime he hadgivenup the tradeof weavingand was describedon the marriagecertif'rcate
as
a tobacconist.A few years later he moved his family to Stoke Newington where he was describedas a
furniture maker. Finally, by 1857, he had becomethe landlord of the Prince Albert Pubtic Housein
Enfield Wash, Essex.This area is now a suburbof London and the Prince Albert still exisls at 611,
Hertford Road, Enfield Wash. There are few recordsof his ringing activities,probably becausethe
recordsof the ASCY were lost, like severalof the Londontowersin which he rang, due to enemyaction
in World War II.
His last known ringing appearance
was on May 10, 1874,visiting Braughing,Hertfordshireto
act as umpire for the Beningtonringers. He passedaway on Aprit 16, 1875.
It is knownthathe rang68 tower bell peals,from triples to maximus,conductingsevenof them.
Also he had conductedtwo handbellpealsof Treble Bob Major.

CHARLES RAHILL, rirEer of ttresecond,wasborn in Deptford,Kent, in 1826. In the Bell News
of April 10, 1909, Dr. Arthur Nichols, of Boston,wrote an article abouthim. In this he statesthat
althoughthey never met, they had been in correspondencewith eachother. Nichols suggestedto Rahill
that he should write a short accountof his life, and the result becamewhat Nichols referred to as a
"Manuscript
too long to be given 'in extenso'," and from which he quotes only a few extracts. The
whereaboutsof this manuscriptare not known at the presenttime.
Rahill learned to ring in the old church of St. Nicholas, Deptford, a church which no longer
exists. He rang five peals in England, all GrandsireTriples (the only method he ever learned), the first
of which was in his home tower on October 26, 1847. He emigratedto America in 1848 and took up
residencein Philadelphiawherehe worked as a housepainter. He remembereda peal of Kent Treble Bob
Major rung in his home tower, before his departure,in which he did not ring, but two of the band were
William Lobb and Henrv Halev.
After the efrlaOefpniaO.n n. moved, briefly, to New York, but returnedto Philadelphiaat the
outbreakof the Civil War. In 1861he enlisted in the 90th PhiladelphiaRegiment in which he servedfor

threeyears. In 1865he movedto Wilmington, Delaware,but returnedto Philadelphiain 1883when he
wirsappxrinted
hellringer of the new 25 bell carillon in Holy Triniry Church, a positionthat he held until
1897whenhe retireddue to ill health,and it appearsthat he gave up all ringing around that time. He was
then known to have been living at 250, Southgth street, Philadelphia.In subsequent
yearshe was seen
trcca"sionally
in the belfry of Christ Church, but only studying the Bell News or sitting and listening to the
ringing. In 1905he di.sappeared
and, thoughhe was reported to have gone to New Jersey, no trace of him
was fbund, and by the time Nichols wrote the article in 1909,he was presumedto have died. He had
outlivedall the other membersof the 1850oeal band.

EDWARD SAWYER r:mg the seventhin the peal, but lifile seemsto be known about him, except
that it would seemthat he is a distantrelativeof Derek Sawyer,now of Toronto. He joined the Society
ttf RtryalCumberlandYouthson November 18, 1820.He returnedfrom the United Statesto Englandin
1851, along with the three other membersof the party. There is also a record of an Edward Sawyer,
resident at Sparicks?Row, WestonStreet,Boroughof Southwark,joining the SRCY in 1853. This is
probablyone of Edward senior'ssons,and equallyprobablythe ringer of the peal mentionedbelow.
In 1855Sawyersenior,togetherwith his threesons,joined JamesHewett and two other handbell
ringers,who were engagedto perfbrm at a concert hall in Berlin for one month. When on their way back
to Englandthe group fbll in with a circus in Hamburg,with the result that their tour was extendedto three
years!On July 15, 1855an E.W. Sawyerrangl-2 to the firsthandbellpealto be rung on the continent
of Europe.This wirs Holt's 10 Pint and wasrung on the "BoulevardBon Nouvelle i Paris." John Cox was
theconductttr,ringing 34. The other ringerswere CorneliusAndrew on 5-6 and George Banks, who rang
the tenors.

APPENDIXVI
Mr. A. ErnestWeatherbv
ErnestWeatherbywas a ringer of somenote who lived in Los Angelesfor many years. In 1936
he travelledup to Victoria, BC for the detlicationof the new ring of eight in Christ Church Cathedral. The
following Sundayhe also rang at the Holy Rosarycathedralin vancouver.
He subsequentlywrote to The Ringing World of August 28, 1936,reporting briefly on his visit
norti. The concludingparagraphreads as follows: "This brought to a close a pleasureI had long
anticipated- to ring at the dedicationof the new peal in Victoria, and a record of ringing on nine peals of
bellson this continent- two in Quebec,one in Montreal, four around Boston, Victoria and Vancouver."
A warchmakerby profession,he frst came to Canadain 1910, at the age of 39 years, and spent
a little time in QuebecCity organizing a band at the Cathedral.Then he moved to Montreal and, again,
proceededto organize some ringing there. It is not mentionedat which Montreal tower he did this, but
it is most probable that it would have been St. Patrick's Cathedral whose bells had only recently been
hung. Neither is it mentionedhow long he stayed in the City. His wife mentions in her letter to The
Nnging World of July 9,1971, that they returned to Canadaafter the end of World War I. but she does
not say when they had left. He died in Los Angeles in 1971, ar the age of 100 years.

GLOSSARY
BOURDON BELL: A very large bell, usuallyweighingseveraltons and, becauseof its weight, not
hung for changeringing.
CALL CHANGES: An elementaryform of changeringing during which the conductorcalls out the
numbersof the bells to be chansed.
CARILLON: A set of bells, often 50 or more, which are tunedto a chromaticscale,hung in a fixed
position,upon which tunesare played.
CATERS: In methodnames,denoteschangesrung on nine bells. Originatesffom the fact that four
pairs of adjacentbells switch positionsin eachchange,i.e. betweeneachrow.
CENTRAL COUNCIL: The CentralCouncil of Church Bell Ringers,the body to whom most bell
ringing guilds are affiliated.
CHANGE RINGING: A methodof ringing bells, developedin the 15thcentury and which involves
the bells being swung,back and forth, througha completecircle. It is not possibleto ring tunesin this
manner, thus the bells are rung in ever changingsequences.
CHIME r: n.A Setof bells, usuallytunedto a chromaticscale,hung in a fixed positionand intendedto
be usedfbr ringing tunes.
CHIME :: v. To ring tunesupon a set of bells by striking them with hammers,and not swingingthe
bells.
CHIMING: Ringing stationarybells by meansof a hammeror clapper,sometimeselectronically
operated,which is suspended
separatelyfrom the bells.
CHIMING HAMMERS: The hammersusedto strike bells while ringing tunes.Sometimespealsof
changeringing bells are atsoequippedwith chiming hammers.
CINQUES: In methodnames,denoteschangesrung on l1 bells. Originatesfrom the fact that five
pairs of adjacentbells switch positionsin eachchange.
CLAPPER: A rod, usuallycastor wrought iron, pivotedat one end and with a ball on the other,
swinging within a bell. The ball strikes the bell on the "sound bow" which is a relatively thick area of
the bell, just aroundthe mouth.
CONDUCTOR: The person responsiblefor the ringing, who issuesinstructionssuch as "Bob" or
"Single,"
which alter the work of someof the bells and thus causethe piece of ringing to be of an
appropriatelength.
CWT: SeeWeights.
DOUBLES: In method names,denoteschangesrung on five bells. Originatesfrom the fact that two
pairs of adjacentbells switch positionsin eachchange.

EXTENT: The maximum numberof changesthat can be rung on a given numberof bells, i.e.: the
extentof Doubles(5 bells) is 120 changes,Minor (6 bells) 720 changes,Major (8 bells) 40,320
Royal(10 bells)3,628,000changes.
chan_ees,
FULL CIRCLE RINGING: denotesringing by swingingthe bells througha full circle, suchas is
requiredfor changeringing.
I{EADSTOCK: The har or beamfiom which a swingingtype bell is suspended.
HUNG DEAD: Bells that are hung suspended
from a beam in sucha mannerthat they cannotbe
swung,as in a carillon.
t-B(S):SeeWeights.
MAJOR: In methodnames,denoteschangesrung on eight bells.
MAXIMUS: In methodnames,denoteschangesrung on 12 bells.
METHOD: Denotesthe patternwhich the individualringersmust follow when ringing changes.There
is often little significanceor reasonbehindthe individualnames.Examplesare "Plain Bob Minor,"
"Grandsire
Triples," "DoubleNorwich Court Bob Major," "StedmanCaters,""Kent TrebleBob
Maximus" etc. Notice that the last word in eachnamedenotesthe numberof bells to he runs in
changes.
MINOR: In methodnames,denoteschangesrung on six bells.
MUFFLED TOUCH: A relativelyshort pieceof ringing, during which the bells are half muffled.
MUFFLES: Piecesof leatherfltted to one sideof the ball of eachof the clappersto causethe bells to
strike quietly on one side and normally on the other. This is frequentlyreferredto as "half muffled
ringing." Often usedat funerals,and other solemnoccasions.
PEAL r: n. A set of bells, tunedto a diatonicscale,hung for changeringing.
PEAL :: n A continuousperiod of ringing of more than 5,000 changes,which usuallylastsbetween
2t/z and 3% hours, and during which no changeor sequenceis repeated,and which stars and finishes
in rounds.On sevenbells or lessthe requirednumberof changesis 5,040. The extenton six bells is
720 changesand therefore must be rung seventimes. On five bells the extent is 120 changesand thus
42 extentsare requiredto makeup a peal.
PEAL::v. To ring a bell or bellsby swingingthemthroughan arc; i.e.: "The bellswere pealing."
PLAIN HUNT: The simplestmethodof changeringing, one srepup fiom call changes.
QR(S):SeeWeights.
QUARTER PEAL: A continuousperiod of ringing, usuallyof 1,250or more changes,but not as long
as a peal. It is usually acceptedthat it should start and finish in rounds.
RING: o.Another namefor a set of bells, tunedto a diatonicscale,hung for changeringing.
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ROUND RINGING: Ringingthe bells continuouslydown the scalemaking no attemptto changethe
order. Also known as ROUNDS.
ROYAL: In methodsnames,denoteschangesrung on ten bells.
SET ": (As in "set your bell") To stop a bell in the mouthup position.
SLIDER: A horizontalpieceof wood, pivotedat one end, fixed below the bell. When the bell is being
rung full circle, the stay moves the slider back and forth, and the bell can be brought to rest when the
slider comesup againsta stop at either end of its traverse.
STAND: An instruction from the conductortelling the other ringers to set their bells at rest in the
m0uthupward position.
STAY: A piece of wood bolted to the headstockof a changennging bell that enablesthe ringer ro stop
the bell in the mouth upward position.This is designedto break shouldthe ringer, carelessly,allow the
stay to hit the slider with someforce. The stay would then break, preventing more seriousdamage.
STRICKLE: A woodentemplate,usedin shapingthe mouldswhen being preparedfor castingof a
bell. Its shapeis identicalto the cross-section
of the bell to be cast,and it is usedto shapeclay on the
insideof the outer mould, known as the cope. Also the samestrickle is used to shapethe clay on the
outer side of the inner mould, known as the core.
TOUCH: A short piece of ringing such as may be heard during ringlng for a service or on a practice
night, usuallystartingand finishing in rounds.
TRIPLES: In method names,denoteschangesrung on sevenbells. Originatesftom the fact that three
pairs of adjacentbells switch positionsin eachchange.
WEIGHTS: Historically, a numberof the termsusedin the Imperial Systemof weightshave been
usedto describebells. The largestunit employedby bell foundersis the "Hundredweight,"(frequently
abhreviatedto "cwt"), which is 112pounds(lbs). Eachhundredweightis divided into four quarters
(qrs) of 28 lbs each.Thus the tenor at Christ Church, Bostonis describedas "13cwt-3qr-5lbs,"which
calculatesout to:
13 x II2 : 1456lbs
3x28:
84lbs
+
5 lbs - giving a total of 1545lbs.
YOKE: Another name for the headstock,though in olden times might even refer to the metal strapping
usedto securea bell to a woodenheadstock.

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, VICTORIA
This is the fourth bell of the ring of ten hung in this tower and is typical of the
manner in which bells were hung in 1936, which has not changedvery much up to
the presentday. The staymay be seenin the upper left, a portion of the slider on the
lower left, and a portion of the wheelon the right. Note that the headstockacrossthe
top of the bell is metal, as is the frame, a portion of which can be seento the left,
abovethe slider.
Comparethis with the diagramfacing page l.
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