
 

1.0 Introducing Teach the Future Wales 
Teach the Future Wales is the UK Student Climate Network Wales (UKSCN Wales) and 
Students Organising for Sustainability (SOS-UK) joint campaign to repurpose the 
Welsh education system around the climate emergency and ecological crisis. As 
students studying across Wales, we believe the majority of teaching and learning 
throughout the entirety of our education system is misaligned from the systemic 
changes urgently required to make our society sustainable. Our education system 
routinely fails to educate, prepare and equip us, and our fellow students, for the 
climate emergency and ecological crisis1. 

Our campaign builds on the Teach the Future UK (TtF UK) work across Scotland and 
England in political engagement of representatives as well as the National Union of 
Students’ (NUS) work on education for sustainable development in tertiary 
education; we replace UKSCN’s original ask to reform the national curriculum. 

As education is a devolved matter we have tailored our Asks specifically to that of 
the Welsh Government and curriculum, unless being supported by UK wide research. 
In comparison to the asks of England, those of the Scottish branch and ourselves are 
more advanced due to progressive action on being on the devolved political agenda 
already; this is via the Future Generations Act in Wales and Learning for 
Sustainability2, Curriculum for Excellence3 and Vision 20304 in Scotland. 

We are unaware of any meaningful action on this agenda in Northern Ireland, but the 
lack of a sitting Assembly until January of 2020 has made it harder for us to progress 
our Asks there at this point in time. All four nations need to do much more on this 
agenda, as evidenced by the below research, and our analysis of the problems, 
which generally apply across the UK. We intend to continue our development of 

1 https://gov.wales/welsh-government-makes-climate-emergency-declaration 

2 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-dr
ivers/learning-for-sustainability 

3 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-dr
ivers/cfe-building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-5/what-is-curriculum-for-excellence/   

4 https://vision2030.co.uk/  
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branch versions of Teach the Future internationally through existing climate justice 
organisations. 

2.0 Research 
2.1 UK Student Climate Network / Oxfam teachers survey5 (350 responses, primary 
and secondary, UK wide, May 2019): 75% of teachers feel they haven’t received 
adequate training to educate students about climate change; 69% of teachers think 
there should be more teaching about climate change in UK schools. 

2.2 YouGov poll6 (2,579 adults, UK-wide, January 2020): 71% of respondents said 
learning about climate change should be part of the school curriculum. 

3.0 What are the Problems that we are seeking to address? 
The Teach the Future Wales team consulted with a range of students and staff 
studying and working in the education system in Wales from primary through to 
tertiary. The following is a summary of what we understand to be the problems with 
how the education system in Wales is preparing us to tackle the climate emergency 
and ecological crisis and deliver climate justice: 

3.1 The requirement to have an integrated ESDGC program7 in schools is not widely 
known by students and teachers, and is widely not enforced or considered to be 
important by most educators. It is generally slotted into Welsh Baccalaureate 
qualifications and not considered more broadly throughout the curriculum as it 
should; 

3.2 There is no stated pathway or plan for how learning about sustainability should 
develop through Welsh education, from early years through to adult education; 

3.3 The outcomes that educational institutions are currently measured by present a 
major barrier. In Welsh secondary schools, the focus is on students passing exams 
rather than actually preparing us for the future we face. As university students, 
success is often measured by starting salaries, rather than by the social and 
environmental good we go on the achieve;  

5 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/21/teachers-want-climate-crisis-training-poll-shows  

6 
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2020/01/22/d1cab/1?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=d
aily_questions&utm_campaign=question_1   

7 
https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/eaf467e6-30fe-45c9-93ef-cb30f31f1c90/common-understanding-for-school.pdf  
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3.4 Many teachers and lecturers have said that they do not have sufficient 
knowledge about the climate emergency to confidently teach about it. Most 
teachers in Wales were not taught this as part of their teacher education and have 
not been reskilled or retrained. As such, the quality of the sustainability education we 
receive is completely dependent on the personal politics and passion of the teachers 
and lectures, instead of being something embedded throughout education; 

3.5 Teacher training on sustainability and the climate emergency is not adequately 
reflected and reviewed in the professional standards laid out for teacher training in 
Wales; 

3.6 Teaching about sustainability and the climate crisis requires contributions from 
across disciplines. This is more prevalent in primary and tertiary education than 
secondary, in part because teachers in secondary schools find it more difficult to 
collaborate across subject boundaries, being more results-driven and facing greater 
time pressures. As a result, there is a discontinuous learning journey on sustainability 
from primary to tertiary education, which leads to a loss of student engagement and 
interest; 

3.7 Learning about the climate emergency and ecological crisis tends to be 
restricted to the science and geography in secondary education, and related 
disciplines in tertiary education, despite most subjects being able to contribute to 
our understanding of these issues. As a result, students are generally put under the 
false impression that the climate crisis is limited to these areas, instead of 
permeating throughout all areas of learning; 

3.8 The coverage of climate change in the sciences and geography at secondary 
level is both limited and insufficient;8 

3.9 Geography is not a compulsory subject at GCSE level, despite it containing useful 
climate-related content;9 

3.10 Many Welsh universities offer bolt-on modules on sustainability, rather than 
integrating them into core course content. This risks sustainability being perceived as 
an optional extra rather than something that is integral to a subject or profession; 

3.11 School inspections do not require teaching in schools on the ESDGC program. By 
not doing so, even the bare minimum is not enforced in schools; 

8 http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/2012-13/20032013/climate/eng/cc-teachers-ks4.htm 

9 AS/A2 and GCSE WJEC specification; 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/wijlspii/wjec-gce-geography-spec-from-2016-e.pdf 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/mlyil2jr/wjec-gcse-geography-spec-from-2016-e.pdf  
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3.12 Accreditation of tertiary education courses does not require relevant content on 
the climate emergency or ecological crisis to be incorporated into educational 
courses where possible; 

3.13 Climate justice is generally not mentioned in most relevant course content and 
seems to be regarded as alternative or peripheral, rather than mainstream and 
critical to the whole agenda; 

3.14 Our educational institutions are typically not acknowledging, or sufficiently 
acting upon, the growing youth voice on the climate emergency and ecological 
crisis. There is great sympathy for our strikes, our cause, and our plight, but as yet no 
meaningly or coordinated attempts to work with us on solutions in relation to our 
education; 

3.15 Many schools, colleges and universities do little or nothing to encourage us to 
contribute to, or lead on, sustainability in terms of operational and estates issues. 
Sustainability is often done for us, rather than with or through us. This is a missed 
learning opportunity; 

3.16 The buildings and estates that we are educated in and on are often 
environmentally inefficient, wasteful and fully reliant on fossil fuels.10 The environment 
in which we learn has a great effect on how we subliminally take in those messages, 
and these conditions are not helpful for learning about the climate and ecological 
emergency in a meaningful way. 

 

4.0 What are we asking the Welsh Government to do? 
ASK 1: WFGA Review Hold a review under the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 
into how the new curriculum will fulfil obligations to educate students on the 
climate emergency and ecological crisis, and have the government commit to 
following its recommendations; 

A review, under the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (WFGA), endorsed by UK 
Student Climate Network Wales and Students Organising for Sustainability 
representatives, supporting by a panel of students, into how the Welsh formal 
education system in its entirety (primary through to adult education) is preparing 

10 Data from CarbonCulture Cardiff Council on carbon impact from electricity and gas use in 
primary and secondary schools in Cardiff, schools are rated on a scale from A to G with no 
schools scoring over a C rating.  16 out of 24 secondary schools scored below a C. 
https://platform.carbonculture.net/communities/high-schools/25/ 
https://platform.carbonculture.net/communities/primary-schools/21/  

https://platform.carbonculture.net/communities/high-schools/25/
https://platform.carbonculture.net/communities/primary-schools/21/


 

students to abate and end the climate emergency and ecological crisis and deliver 
climate justice. This review would use the WFGA as tight terms of reference and 
ideally report within a year (ideally reporting before November 2021), in keeping with 
the ever-growing urgent nature of the climate emergency. The review should 
propose detailed and costed recommendations for the Senedd to consider, as well 
as autonomous educational institutions, including universities and vocational 
colleges. All stages of the review should be developed in consultation with all 
relevant interest, stakeholder, and representative groups, especially young people 
and students. The review should take into consideration our other three asks but not 
delay their progress. The Government should immediately commit to following the 
recommendations of this report, regardless of its outcome, as the climate 
emergency is not something that can be treated lightly and must be tackled as soon 
as possible. 

ASK 2: Teacher Training Provide comprehensive training so that teachers are fully 
prepared to be able to educate and communicate the reality of the climate crisis to 
their students; 

Learning about the climate emergency, climate justice, and ecological crisis should 
be a substantive and compulsory part of all teaching education courses from 
September 2021. There should be a new Accredited Professional Recognition 
Programme for teachers on the climate emergency and ecological crisis, including 
climate justice and considerations relating to eco-anxiety. It is vital that regardless of 
how long it takes for climate education to be fully implemented to a satisfactory 
degree into the curriculum, that teachers are fully equipped to teach these issues 
properly. Any training course must not be treated as a special addition or extra to the 
normal material, but must be embedded throughout. Teachers should be given 
access to retraining to allow those who have already completed their teacher 
training to have the opportunity to reskill themselves to be able to teach about the 
climate crisis in a satisfactory manner. These actions should not wait for the review in 
Ask 1 and should be done immediately. 

ASK 3: Sustainable Schools Guarantee that all new and existing educational 
buildings are built and/or retrofitted to be carbon neutral and enforce policies of 
sustainable practice across the education sector; 

The Welsh Government must ensure that educational buildings are put at the front of 
the queue for green retrofitting to net-zero standards. Our education system is 
supposed to be there to teach students, and having an educational environment 
conducive to learning about the issues at hand is completely necessary. The 
buildings that we learn within must be sustainable, and the importance of the 



 

subliminal curriculum to learning outcomes must not be underestimated. The 
government should commit to ensuring that all new Welsh educational buildings are 
net-zero from 2022; all existing Welsh educational buildings are retrofitted to 
net-zero by 2030. Planning laws should be amended to put these requirements into 
law, and prevent any future government from easily rolling them back without being 
through proper legislative channels in front of public scrutiny. In addition, new legally 
enforceable standards should be established across the education sector, 
mandating sustainable practice in all institutions, including in catering, waste 
disposal and other areas that currently are woefully inadequate in their standards of 
sustainability. 

ASK 4: Climate Education Bill Enact a Welsh Climate Emergency Education Act, 
making it compulsory for all schools to teach on the climate emergency, in 
addition to the allocation of financial assistance to new vocational qualifications 
and student empowerment schemes; 

This is inspired by the US Defence Education Act, which was the large, ultimately 
successful, investment in their Education system on science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) as part of the space race.  

We are asking for a Welsh Climate Emergency Education Act; a symbolically 
important new act of the Senedd, sitting above the various pieces of existing 
education legislation, stating a legal expectation and duty on education providers at 
all levels to deliver appropriate teaching and learning on the climate emergency, 
climate justice and ecological crisis, and providing substantial new funding to 
enable this to happen at pace.  

The funding provided by the Act would allow for:  

● A comprehensive, nationwide urgent reskilling and retraining programme for 
existing teachers and lecturers, and other key educational institution staff, on 
the science of the climate emergency and ecological crisis and the systems 
changes required to abate them, including the provision of new teaching 
resources at all levels. This would include training to enable these staff 
members to identify eco-anxiety and support pupils suffering from 
eco-anxiety. It would also include climate justice; 

● A UK-wide Climate Education Information Institute, funded for at least ten 
years, to disseminate scientific information to educators about climate 
change, its effects and measures of prevention. This will include teaching 
resources as well as continuous professional development (CPD) materials so 
educators can maintain up to date knowledge on the issues;  



 

● A programme of vocational training through the development of Welsh 
centres of excellence to promote the reskilling of the workforce in line with the 
Welsh Climate Emergency Skills Action Plan that is in development;  

● A UK-wide programme for research into the impact and outcomes of 
sustainability learning in terms of learning outcomes, attainment, resilience 
and wellbeing;  

● A programme of outdoor education and connection to nature linked to 
learning about the climate emergency and ecological crisis;  

● A Welsh climate emergency youth voice grant fund, so that youth voice 
climate boards can be established in all education providers, local authorities 
and NHS trusts.  

● The establishment of a UK-wide Youth Climate Endowment Fund to fund 
youth-led climate and environmental social action, enabling students in every 
educational institution to engage their peers, teachers and parents in 
practical, local action to abate and stop the climate emergency and 
ecological crisis.  

The act would also impose a new duty on Welsh primary and secondary schools to 
ensure they designate a senior member of staff as a climate and biodiversity 
coordinator, responsible for implementing their new duties, and create a general 
duty on the Welsh Funding Council with regard to teaching and learning about the 
climate emergency and ecological crisis.  

The Welsh Climate Emergency Education Act should not wait for the review in Ask 1 to 
conclude and should be progressed immediately, ideally passing into law before 
COP26 in November 2021. The Act might be informed by the review, which will be 
developed concurrently with the Act. 

 

Sunday 8 November 2020 

wales@teachthefuture.uk 
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