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% CHANGE WEIGHT (KG)   % CHANGE IN PIG #  PRIME PIG NUMBER   CONSUMPTION   IMPORTED PORK         
COMPARED PREVIOUS YR   FROM PREVIOUS YR  FROM PREVIOUS WEEK   100% NZPORK (KG)  COMPARED FEB 2021 
              
 0.3%     -0.4 %    Wk27: 12,311    Feb22: 8.62   17,583 (t CWE) 

         Wk26: 12,542    Jan22: 8.65 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Market Commentary for March 2022  

Wholesale: The first few weeks in March are reported as having been difficult for the pork industry. The schedule dropped a further 10cents. This difficulty is also reflected in the weekly 

pigkill reports for March.  There have been serious issues due to covid absenteeism with butcher shops not purchasing whole carcasses to break down, putting increased pressure on 
slaughterhouses who also have staffing issues due to covid. 
 
The market is described as “still very subdued”, “very sluggish”, “very similar to last half of February – very slow, quiet”, “market back, about 25% reduction in sales”, “trouble getting 
pigs off farm”.  It is reported there is a lot of “cheap” imported pork on the market. New World had been promoting pork shoulders in March and Pak’n’Save have an upcoming pork leg 
promotion.  Negotiations with these businesses were described as “hard”, paying “below the cost of production”.  
 
Hospitality and food service is being affected by increase in cost of living and reluctance to eat out, contacts are reporting “lost confidence”, “not a lot of eating out”, “cost of prices 
across the board, [people have] less discretional [funds to] spend”. Auckland services have been negatively impacted by the covid pandemic “food service quiet”, “retail sluggish”. 
However, contacts did comment that things do seem to be on the improve, “services are starting to wake up again so that is a good sign”. 
 

Retail: Retail reports that the protein market has generally been flat, “fairly flat at a retail level (volume)”.  Lamb and Beef pricing has increased over the last year, “lamb pricing 

increased 25% over last year and beef increased around 15%”. Retail is observing consumers spending less, “consumers appear to be tightening belts”. This observation is being 
attributed to inflationary rises from fuel, food, and housing/mortgages.  Contacts believe value is becoming more important for consumers because of increased living costs.  Retail’s pork 

promotions are helping move pork product, “Pork promotions are replacing some other proteins due to price/value proposition”.   
 
Import:  
Overseas new pork production costs are increasing due to corn price increases because of the impact from the Russia/Ukraine war. These costs are increasing at both farm and 
processing plant.  Those that have contracted import pork forward will not be impacted by these increases currently, but it will have an impact on new sales. There is the potential that 
new pork import prices will increase due to increasing production costs and price increases with shipping and increasing oil/energy costs associated with the Russia/Ukraine war. 

 
 
This commentary has kindly been supplied from the perspective of wholesaler, retailer, importer sharing their view on the market as experienced by them. It is not necessarily the opinion of NZPork.  
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