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AVG. WEIGHT    % CHANGE IN PIG #  PRIME PIG NUMBER   CONSUMPTION   IMPORTED PORK         
(KG)     FROM PREVIOUS YR  FROM PREVIOUS WEEK   100% NZPORK (KG)  COMPARED  MAY 2020 
              
WK40 20-21: 72.87   -0.9%    Wk40: 11,431    May21: 8.68   - 2,888 (t CWE)  

Wk40 19-20: 71.98       Wk39: 12,455    Apr21: 8.75  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

MARKET COMMENTARY – previous commentary Week 36 (ending 6th June 2021) 

WHOLESALE 

The pork market was stable in June and had not changed significantly from May with contacts saying the market is “a bit sluggish”, “static/stable”, “firm”.  Pork sales are 
projected to start looking better with beef and lamb pricing starting to “tighten up”.  This tightening up of beef and lamb pricing hadn’t seen an increased volume of pork 
sales as of the end of June.  There has been continued promotional activity with pork shoulders through the supermarket chain.  Contacts believe this promotional 
activity has resulted in “inventory being more balanced”.  Continued pork promotions are hoped to lift the pork schedule, “hopefully it [pork promotion] will give the 
ability to lift wholesale pricing and reflect that in pricing schedules”. 
 
RETAIL 
Some retailers have found June sales for pork static, to an increase in sales with comments such as “[sales] static”, “sold more pork in June”, “saw an increase in pork 
sale volume due to cost and availability compared to other proteins”, “pork demand continues to strengthen as per normal moving into winter”. 
Some retailers are finding there is no surplus pork on the market, with comments like “additional pork could be sold, but currently no surplus in the market”.   
Retailers are expecting an increase in demand as factors like winter, increase in other protein prices, and demand for NZPork in cured product continues. Comments 
include, “In coming months, we may see further demand [for pork] as forecasted costs increase in Beef, and particularly Lamb take effect”, “Demand of NZPork in cured 
product will continue to put pressure on supply”.  Some retailers think there is the potential for the demand of NZPork in cured product to have a “reverse effect, 
making imported pork a more viable option if this [demand] forces local costs up too high.  Some retailers are going to be promoting pork more in the coming month, 
“moving forward with more pork promotions compared to other proteins due to availability”.  
 

IMPORTS 
The Import ‘climate’ is consistent with the last previous couple of months with not much to report further with statements “Nothing to tell”, “all very quiet”, “prices 
stable”, “most Christmas orders are filled sales wise”.  Contacts have received conflicting views to whether China is still in the pork market, “some say China is in the 
[pork] market, some say they are out”, “it depends on who you talk to”. Pork bellies are reported as “strong into Japan”. 
This commentary has kindly been supplied from the perspective of wholesaler, retailer, importer sharing their view on the market as experienced by them.  It is not necessarily the opinion of NZPork. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/nz/deed.en
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NOTE: The unusually high chopper kill is attributed to a “clear out of 

pigs that were getting too big”. 
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