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     Porkoutlook: February 2021 
 
 
1. Cereals:  February 2020 

 
 Auckland /Waikato 

$/tonne 
Manawatu 

$/tonne 
Canterbury 

$/tonne 
Barley 390-400 

 
-50 to -45 390-400 -20 to -10 375-380 

 
-15 to -10 

Maize 410-430 na 410-420 na na na 
 

Wheat 410-450 
 

-40 to nc 410-435 
 

-20 to -10 385-390 
 

-5 to -10 

 
 
Barley 
 
At a glance – Harvest well underway. Overall, yields and quality are good. 
 
Contacts from the Auckland/Waikato/Manawatu report that the “barley harvest is approximately 65% 
of the way through”.  Some contacts report “yield and quality has been good” others report that “yield 
has been variable with some average to some quite good yields”.  In Manawatu/Rangitikei “barley isn’t 
in as plentiful supply as wheat, this is surprising, as it’s usually the other way around”. Most report that 
“old season barley has all gone” with “a little bit of spare barley around in Manawatu,” “however this is 
not affecting pricing”.  
 
South Island contacts report “harvesting has been stop/start in Canterbury”. “We (Canterbury) haven’t 
been getting the heat as usual for this time of year.” While it is reported the growing and harvest 
“season is reasonable,” has “good yields” and “the crops are better than expected”, contacts do state 
“but it’s not as good as last year.”  “Last year’s harvest was exceptional.” Quality is reported as “looking 
good”, and they are “happy with quality at the moment.” 
  
 
Wheat 
 
At a glance – Harvest well underway. Yields average. Generally, quality looking good. 
 
Drought had affected the West Coast, Te Puke and South Auckland”, but contacts “expect that yields 
from the other growing areas will produce more and this will balance the yields out to what is expected 
for the entire growing region”. The Auckland/Waikato wheat harvest is “about 50% through.” Contacts 
say they are seeing “exceptional wheat quality from some of the test weights”, so they are “happy with 
that.”  “Generally, the quality coming through is good. 
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Manawatu contacts report they have experienced “good harvesting weather” and are in “full swing”.  
“Hawke’s Bay has finished their harvest as they can plant early” due to a drier climate.  Yields are 
reported as “being  variable with some average to quite good yields.”  
 
Our Canterbury contacts report that “we are about halfway through the wheat harvest”. “The weather 
for harvest within Canterbury hasn’t been ideal, with humidity a bit high for cereals like wheat.” They 
say, “a good Nor-West wind would help with the harvest a lot”.  “Yields have been variable throughout 
the region, with some locations having been more affected by dry weather than others.  This is 
particularly so for South Canterbury.”  In general, though, “Canterbury yields are about average, but 
not as good as last year (2020) which had an exceptional yield.” 
 
Maize 
 
At a glance - Harvest starting from end of Feb/mid-March. Crop looking good. Expecting bumper 
yields. 
 
Auckland/Waikato contacts say the “new harvest crop of maize will start from next week through to 
mid-March”. They commented the “Maize harvest is looking to be 10 days earlier than normal due to 
good weather.” “Rain has come at the right time.” Contacts say they expect “maize will become 
available from mid-March.”  However, “due to high dairy demand for maize” they “don’t expect supply 
of free maize to be plentiful.”  It is reported that “if people are looking for old crop maize in the next 
two weeks prior new harvest coming on the market, there is little to none.” In general, the “maize crop 
is looking good” and they are “expecting some bumper yields of maize.”   
 
   
Proteins February 2021 
 

Price$/tonne NI SI 
MBM 980-1075 nc to +85 1000 - 1075 nc to +75 
Blood 1170-1450 +60 to +70  1170 to 1380 +60 to nc 
Fish meal 2700 nc 3278 nc 
SM Blend 1800 nc 1725 nc 
Ext soya 860 -45 to -50 779 nc 
Soya Oil 1350 nc 2465 nc 
Tallow 1200-1250 nc to +50 1233-1250 nc to +70 
Lysine ( kg) 3.00 nc 2.16-2.50 +0.06 to +0.35 
Methionine (kg) 4.80 nc 4.6 -5.18  +0.1 to nc 

 
 
Protein At a glance – Prices are rising 
 
Contacts report that “the global shipping situation has not changed from being disrupted.”   While to 
date there has been no change in pricing for soya oil from January to February, our contacts noted that 
they have heard “talk about soy oil prices increasing”.  This talk is based on belief of “increased 
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demand for soy oil usage in biofuels”.  They say, “there is an expected increase of around $100/tonne 
for our domestic market”. They shared that “tallow is also being sort after for biofuel.  There has been 
solid demand from exporters to nail a tallow supply”.  They report “we could also be looking at 
$100/tonne increase for tallow by next month”. They are aware of, “people buying soy oil and tallow 
and taking it to Singapore for processing as a bio-oil”.   
 
MBM and Blood have both increased in pricing.  Contacts report, “this price increase has been 
influenced by an Indonesian Ramadan holiday.” Ramadan starts on Tuesday, the 13th of April and will 
continue for 30 days until Wednesday, the 12th of May. Contacts say, “During the Ramadan holiday 
people are eating a lot more chicken, meat and fish, so producers are having to stock up on feed which 
has caused a big spike in demand.”  Contacts expect “prices (for MBM & blood) to come down next 
month, as long as the NZ dollar stays high against the $U.S.” 
 
Contacts say the “lysine prices are increasing as they are following corn pricing and the lack of 
availability of product.”. Increase in soy meal l means more people feed companies using amino acids. 
Increase demand, increase price.  Global shipping issues compound the uncertainty. 
 
 
Pig meat prices February 2021 
 

 Auckland/ Waikato Manawatu Canterbury 
 $/kg trend 

(cents)  
$/kg trend 

(cents) 
$/kg trend 

(cents) 
pork  4.45-4.55 nc  4.4-4.5 nc 4.25 nc 
bacon 4.35-4.45 nc 4.25-4.35 nc 4.05  nc 
chopper 2 nc 1.55 – 2.00 nc 2.00  nc 

          Note: Prices above relate to: Pork D1 class, Bacon H2 class 
 
Schedule  
At a glance - No change in pricing schedule 
 
Contacts report there has been no pricing change to the pork pricing schedule. 
The market is “soft,” which is “normal for February.”  They have noticed that “the last four weeks, after 
the holiday period sales have really slowed down.” Contacts say, with “Auckland having been in Level 3 
(L3) & Level 2 (L2) lockdowns this slowed sales significantly.” “It’s tough going.”  Some butchers had 
reported to them that “they only achieved 50% if their normal weekly sales due to the Auckland L3 & 
L2 lockdowns.”  They have noticed “there is a little more imported product starting to come onto the 
market” as well as “there is more beef and lamb on the domestic market at lower prices, so there is 
lots of choice for customers” for meat protein. 
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