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Fit to Load guidelines                                 

 
Refer Supporting Information for the Fit to Load guidelines, to ensure the selection criteria 
set out below are appropriately applied. 

Selection Guidelines  

1 Tail Bites 

Tail-bitten pigs may be transported but only if the bite:  
• does not affect the pig’s ability to walk and stand normally  
• is not swollen 
• does not have a discharge. 

If the tail bite is severe and extends into the rump of the pig, or is swollen or oozing, then DO NOT 
LOAD. 

  

FIT TO LOAD: There is nothing to suggest that these tail-bites are infected. These photos show the 
range of tail bite severity that is suitable to load. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DO NOT LOAD: This tail-bite is severe 
and there is evidence of infection 
(swelling and discharging pus). This 
pig should be euthanised on-farm 
immediately. 
 
Note: action should have been taken 
before the pig got to this stage. 
Investigate the reasons why it was 
allowed to get to this advanced 
stage. 
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2 Prolapsed uterus, vagina or rectum 

Do not transport an adult pig with a rectal or vaginal/uterine prolapse. They may be transported only 
after appropriate treatment.  

Grower pigs with minor, fresh prolapses may be transported if they are transported with care to 
minimise trauma.  

  

LOAD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE: This grower has a 
prolapse that is fresh and undamaged. 

DO NOT LOAD: This grower has a prolapse that 
is damaged, necrotic and has a foul odour. This 
pig should be euthanised on-farm or be treated 
on-farm quickly. 

 

3 Umbilical Hernia/Scrotal Hernia (Ruptures) 

Whether you can transport a pig with a hernia will depend on the size and state of the hernia. 

Hernias tend to get bigger as the pig ages. Left untreated, they can reach the ground even when the 
pig is standing. This will make it hard for the pig to move around and the hernia can get bumped, 
knocked and damaged. Take action early, before the hernia makes it hard for the pig to stand and walk 
normally. Pigs with umbilical hernias should be slaughtered as soon as practical, before the hernia 
extends more than half-way between the pig’s belly and the ground when standing.   

DO NOT LOAD: 
• If the hernia is more than 25 cm in diameter  
• If the hernia has an open wound on it 
• If the hernia affects the ability of the animal to walk or stand 

Otherwise:  LOAD AS SOON AS PRACTICAL. 
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Hernias continued: 

 
 

LOAD AS SOON AS PRACTICAL: This hernia 
now extends half way between the pig’s belly 
and the ground. The skin covering the hernia 
is not damaged at this stage. 

DO NOT LOAD: This pig should not be loaded as 
the hernia is more than 25 cm in diameter and 
it has a wound at the bottom from constant 
rubbing on the ground. This pig should be 
euthanised on-farm. 

 

 

4 Ear and Flank Bites 

In short, any wounds, cuts or sores should be inspected. As with tail bites, if they are swollen, 
discharging, show signs of infection, or affect the pig’s ability to walk or stand normally, then do not 
transport. 

Some conditions to watch out for include ear bites, side and flank bites, vulva bites, as well as lesions 
resulting from nipple and pizzle sucking and other skin abrasions.   
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5 Rectal Stricture 

A pig with a prolapse is likely to develop a rectal stricture even if treated. Therefore the preferred 
approach is to send pigs with a rectal prolapse to slaughter as soon as possible, within the guidelines 
shown above. 

Pigs that have an obvious pot-belly should not be loaded. They are usually in poor body condition and 
the abdomen is distended with faeces. This is highly likely to contaminate the carcass during 
processing. 

  

DO NOT LOAD: This pig is in poor condition and has 
a potbelly. Digital examination of its rectum will 
immediately identify the stricture. This pig should 
be euthanised on-farm as soon as its condition is 
detected. 

The same pig opened up. Most of the pig’s weight 
is faeces in the massively distended bowel. 

6 Aural Haematoma (Club Ear) 

A pig with a swollen ear (aural haematoma) is fit for transport and slaughter, provided that there is no 
discharge from the ear (pus or fluid oozing from it) and the ear is not likely to be damaged during 
transport or lairage. If the aural haematoma is swollen and inflamed, and/or discharging do not load. 

 

DO NOT LOAD: Acute aural haematoma that is 
significantly swollen and enlarged, meaning it may 
be at risk of being damaged or injured during 
transport.  

FIT TO LOAD: Aural haematoma – no discharge or 
lesions are present on the ear and the size of the 
haematoma means it is unlikely to be damaged 
during transport. 
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7 Abscesses, Cuts, Wounds and Discharging Lesions 

You may transport a pig with an abscess, provided the abscess is small and the skin over it is intact. 
Pigs with open wounds or wounds that are discharging pus should not be transported. Superficial 
wounds that are in the process of healing (that is, scabbed, with a sound bed of granulation tissue) 
with no evidence of infection or inflammation may be transported. 

Assess pigs on the size of the abscess, the number of abscesses, and the presence or absence of 
discharge. 

DO NOT LOAD: 
• If the abscess is large (bigger than the size of an egg on a porker or an orange on a baconer)  
• If the skin over the abscess is broken and/or there a discharge from the abscess. 
• If there is an open wound with discharge. 

 

 

DO NOT LOAD:  Open wound. 

DO NOT LOAD: The abscess on this pig’s leg has 
burst and is discharging pus. Either the wound 
should be treated or the pig euthanised on-
farm. 

. 
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8 Shoulder Sores 

Sows with shoulder sores are fit for transport only if the lesion is not swollen or discharging, is not an 
open wound, and does not affect the pig’s ability to walk and stand normally. A shoulder sore that is 
dry and covered by a sound bed of granulation tissue (scab), not excessively large (e.g. less than 5 cm 
in diameter), with no evidence of infection or inflammation is acceptable for transport. 

 
 

FIT TO LOAD: There is nothing to suggest that the shoulder sores above are infected.  

DO NOT LOAD:   
• If the sore is an open wound, or if the pig’s ability to walk or stand is affected. 
• If there is evidence of infection (swelling and discharging pus). 

 

9 Lameness, Swollen Joints and Generalised Arthritis  

Lame pigs are those which are not weight bearing on 1 or more limbs when moving or 
standing; or pigs which have a definite limp (shortened stride) that is clearly identifiable to 
one or more limbs, with weight placed on the limb or limbs significantly reduced. A pig is not 
lame if the limp is caused by a non-painful condition (a healed injury, conformational fault, 
or gait abnormality) and the animal is able to bear weight, though not necessarily evenly, on 
all 4 limbs. 
 
A pig is not considered to be lame if the pig is weight bearing on all 4 limbs (though not necessarily 
evenly). A pig is not considered lame if it is limping due to a non-painful condition such as a 
conformational fault, a gait abnormality, or a healed injury. Watch the pigs as they are walked 
towards and up the loading ramp. Check any pig that shows signs of lameness and make sure it can 
take weight on all four feet. Remember that if it’s lame as you are loading it, it is likely that it will be 
worse after transport and unloading. 

LOAD lame pigs in a compartment with other defective pigs only if: 
• The pig is loaded carefully and can keep up with the group.  
• The pig is willing to bear weight on the affected leg without obvious pain. 

DO NOT LOAD: 
• If the pig is not weight bearing on 1 or more limbs when moving or standing; 
• If the pig has a definite limp (shortened stride) that is clearly identifiable to one or more limbs, 

with weight placed on the limb or limbs significantly reduced.  
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Lameness continued: 
• If the pig is reluctant to get up and walk or to stay standing. 
 
Note: NZPork is developing descriptive guidance in consultation with MPI to assist interpretation of 
acceptable / not acceptable in respect of lameness.  
 

  

DO NOT LOAD: This pig will not take weight on its 
right rear leg. It should be appropriately treated or 
euthanised on-farm. 

DO NOT LOAD: This pig will not take 
weight on the right foreleg and is likely 
to be in pain as a lesion is present. It 
should be appropriately treated or 
euthanised on-farm.  

 

10 Pregnant Sows 

Late pregnancy is clarified in the Transport code (2018) as ‘likely to give birth during the 
journey or be affected by metabolic complications of late pregnancy as a result of the 
journey’. MPI Verification Services (VS) define late pregnancy as ‘where birth is given to 
viable young during transport or within 24 hours after transport to a saleyard or slaughter 
premises’. Note for pigs, transport in late pregnancy is very unlikely to be to slaughter, but 
needs to be complied with for any journey.  
 
Do not transport sows that are likely to give birth during transport or in lairage. Any heavily pregnant 
sow that is producing milk must not be transported. 
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11 Fever 

Do not transport pigs that are visibly sick, incapacitated, unhealthy or ailing (e.g. head down, sleepy 
eyes, reluctant to move, shivering).  

 

12 Erysipelas  

Do not load pigs where there is evidence of acute erysipelas i.e. diamond-skin disease. Pigs with acute 
erysipelas will have a fever (and should not be loaded for this reason), are commonly lame and 
reluctant to stand (and should not be loaded for this reason), and may have obvious raised welt-like 
skin lesions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DO NOT LOAD: Diamond-shaped skin lesions 
on this pig are good evidence that it has acute 
erysipelas. 

DO NOT LOAD: Erysipelas-associated skin 
lesions are apparent on these pigs. These pigs 
are suitable for slaughter after treatment on-
farm. 
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13 Emaciation / Poor Body Condition 

Pigs that look starved or emaciated i.e. have body condition score less than 2 should not be loaded. 
Consult the Animal Welfare (Pigs) Code of Welfare 2018 (Schedule II) for guidance on body condition 
scoring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DO NOT LOAD: This pig is emaciated and is likely to be condemned. It should receive immediate 
treatment on-farm or be euthanised. 
 
 
 
Concluding note 

Mostly, you will be deciding if pigs are fit to be transported to slaughter. This means they will need to 
be fit for human consumption. Regardless of the purpose of transport, the welfare of the animal at all 
stages of its life must be maintained.  

Many of the conditions that result in a pig being unsuitable for transport can be recognised early in 
the pig's life, often at the time of weaning. Farmers should examine pigs regularly and keep them in a 
fit state that means they can eventually be transported and slaughtered. Where you see a pig that is 
clearly not fit and well, then decide if treatment will help or if it should be euthanised promptly. 

Euthanasia is, unfortunately, a part of responsible farming.  No one likes it, but it is not right that pigs 
are left to suffer from painful conditions in the hope that they may recover and then have to be 
euthanised because they are not fit for transport or suitable for slaughter. Carefully consider all the 
conditions that would make a pig unsuitable for transport, including the conditions covered in this 
guide. Make sure staff can recognise the conditions at their earliest possible stage and have them 
treated appropriately. 
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