
T h e s h aw

Ca ta l o g u e



M Y  D E S I G N S  A R E 

A  M E S S A G E  T O 

O T H E R S ,  T H A T 

E V E N  I N  D A R K N E S S , 

T H E R E  I S  L I G H T 

T O  B E  F O U N D .

As a person, I have an affinity to the 
darkness. It’s a relationship of love and 
hate, one that is intrinsically linked to 
my past. After experiencing a difficult 
upbringing, I chose to never hide from my 
traumas, and instead embrace them in life 
and work.

This was a process. I would have never 
described myself as thoughtful or caring. 
I didn’t understand how to truly love 
until my child came into the world. By 
confronting my pain, I’ve learned to laugh 
freely, find joy in little things and how to 
love without fear. This approach to life has 
shown me that light can always be found 
in darkness, which has inspired much of 
my creations.

THESHAW

2 3

L IV ING IN DESIGN ARTISAN PROFILE

https://www.livingindesign.com/artisan/theshaw


The most defining moment in my life came 
when I decided to start my own furniture 
studio. Before that, I worked as a project 
manager at a fashion brand. One morning 
I woke up with a burning desire, turned 
to my then-husband and said ‘its time 
for me to start something of my own’. 
That day we immediately set everything 
in motion without so much as a second 
thought. That decision was very freeing for 
me. Many people say they are born to do 
something. I feel very strongly that I was 
born to do this, and that feeling cements 
itself further with every piece I create.

As an artist, I am drawn to illusions and 
the trick of the eye in both a literal and 
spiritual sense. I’ve noticed as people we 
often exist in contradiction to ourselves, 
making the human mind an illusion 
itself. I’ve been exploring these ideas to 
understand my being better and to examine 
how we as humans exist within the world 
at large. This kind of introspection has 
led me to a spiritual place of comfort and 
has become a constant inspiration source.

I am fascinated with reflective surfaces for 
this very reason as it holds a real mirror to 
ourselves and naturally catches the light, 
no matter how minuscule. When people 
witness my work, I want them to feel the 
heavyweight of emotions imbued in my 
creations, to see it for all its complexities, 
for tears to fall down their eyes and a smile 
to creep across their face simultaneously. 
Life is an intricate beauty, after all.
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I  A M  D R A W N  T O  I L L U S I O N S  A N D  T H E 

T R I C K  O F  T H E  E Y E  I N  B O T H  A  L I T E R A L  A N D 

S P I R I T U A L  S E N S E .  I ’ V E  B E E N  E X P L O R I N G 

T H E S E  I D E A S  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  M Y  B E I N G 

B E T T E R  A N D  T O  E X A M I N E  H O W  W E  A S  H U M A N S 

E X I S T  W I T H I N  T H E  W O R L D  A T  L A R G E .
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Illusion Sanctuary is an ode to French architectural 
theorist Etienne-Louis Boullée’s monument to Newton. 
A spiritual shrine that turns out was impossible to 
build. Shaw Liu finds inspiration in this unrealised 
architecture, particularly its spherical body, which was 
intended to mimic the effects of day and night. It is the 
balanced art of light, dark and the in between. 

This art deco light features a stout, mirrored body, an 
exploration of the tangible and intangible. Reflections 
are phantom-like and can be inconsistent. Almost 
hallucinogenic, Sanctuary’s hollow dome symbolises 
the eternal spirit of Newton. As a table or floor light, it 
projects a golden halo upwards. Whilst the bulb itself 
is the source of light, it is not incandescent. This piece 
is an original design in Shaw’s series, she would 
later go on to create Sol Sanctuary which features a 
traditional, luminous opaline and alabaster light bulb.

Reminiscent of light bollards, crafted in hand-
polished stainless steel. It is made to be paired with a 
handcrafted glass bulb which helps project the light 
upwards.

Striking and truly distinctive, it belongs in the company 
of equally remarkable objects, including the homes of 
the audacious, and as lighting for art studios. Shaw 
Liu crafted this monument as she believes everyone 
deserves to have a cenotaph within their midst. A 
monument dedicated to the purest part of one’s soul, 
which can continue to live on.

Illusion Sanctuary

Length 150 mm 
Depth 150 mm
Height 430 mm

€ 2,014
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The Lunar Sanctuary Lamp is an ode to French 
architectural theorist Etienne-Louis Boullée’s 
monument to Newton. A spiritual shrine that 
turns out was impossible to build. Shaw Liu 
finds inspiration in this unrealised architecture, 
particularly its spherical body, which was intended 
to mimic the effects and day and night. It is the 
balanced art of light, dark and the in between. 

This art deco light features a long, mirrored body, 
an exploration of the tangible and intangible. 
Reflections are phantom-like and can be 
inconsistent. Almost hallucinogenic, Sanctuary’s 
hollow dome symbolises the eternal spirit of 
Newton, whilst its light is akin to a glowing moon. 
The interior becomes aglow with the orb sat 
within it. This piece is an evolution of Sanctuary 
Illusion, which features a projecting light bulb.

Reminiscent of light bollards, crafted in hand-polished 
stainless steel. It is made to be paired with an 
alabaster bulb which mimics the texture and façade 
of a full moon. A robust and milky mineral prized by 
Egyptians, it becomes aglow with its distinct pattern.

Striking and truly distinctive, it belongs in the company 
of equally remarkable objects, including the homes 
of the audacious, and as lighting for art studios. 
Shaw Liu crafted this monument as she believes 
everyone deserves to have a cenotaph within 
their midst. A monument dedicated to the purest 
part of one’s soul, which can continue to live on.

Lunar Sanctuary

Length 150 mm 
Depth 150 mm
Height 430 mm

Length 350 mm 
Depth 350 mm
Height 1400 mm

Table Lamp
€ 1,955

Floor Lamp
€ 6,030
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A thin structure made of stacked incandescent 
cubes, Ocean Flame, is evocative of something out 
of 2001: A Space Odyssey. Powerful projections of 
blue and red light, it feels rooted in science fiction, 
but in actuality, it is the embodiment of a memory. 

Shaw Liu crafted this beacon of light to commemorate 
the time spent at her grandparents’ home. On one 
particular evening, through a window, her eyes 
locked with a powerful sunset that seemed to split 
the earth in half. The sky flooded red, whilst the 
outstretched farmland became bathed in blue.

This is her touchstone to that memory, a way for 
her to revisit the past and relive the best part of 
her childhood. Ocean Flame is that peaceful 
moment immortalised in stainless steel and 
optical glass. She encourages those who witness 
it to anchor a fond memory of their own.

Apt in setting the mood within a dim room. 
Ocean Flame embodies hot and cold, fear and 
calm, yin and yang. It is the epitome of balance, 
like revisiting a joyful memory that now elicits 
sadness. It is a performance that illustrates how 
one emotion cannot exist without the other.

With that balance, it lends itself effortlessly to 
a home that craves equilibrium. A tool to help 
meditate or to do yoga alongside. Equally 
apt for a spritely cocktail evening or movie 
night. With colour, comes great energy.

Ocean Flame

Length 240 mm 
Depth 240 mm
Height 1800 mm

€ 9,894
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The Ocean Sunrise Wall Lamp is the final chapter 
of THESHAW’s Future Vestige series. It is the 
serendipitous end of a long story. It captures the 
beauty of the sunrise, born out of the deepest 
darkness, infused with a colourful halo and 
beams of brilliance only found in nature. 

Much like a soft stream of colour appears 
where the sky and oceans meet, this wall 
lamp dazzles with its spectrum of lights. 
Made up of 15 iridescent cubes, by day, they 
reflect the phantom features of the world with 
elegance, and by night dream-like hues spill from 
them. Best placed on a blank white wall, it acts as a 
crowning feature to be admired both near and far. 

The Future Vestige series is a philosophical 
endeavour about freeing one’s spirit. To no longer 
have your consciousness tethered to technology 
or rationality. Instead to only exist between time, 
space, the surging tides, and illusions of the mind.

Ocean Sunrise Wall Lamp

Length 320 mm 
Depth 50 mm
Height 250 mm

€ 2,143
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The Lost Space Armchair takes place in the third 
act of THESHAW’s Future Vestige series. It is the 
climax of the movie, a moment for which you are 
so engaged you cannot bear to look away. 

The form of this armchair breaks the usual conventions 
of homeware with its rigid, cold, cocoon-like bodice.
Like a living body passing through it from the future, 
the backrest extends in an arc towards the rear, as 
if wings would spread out of it at any moment. 

The base takes form with neat and symmetrical 
rectangles creating a staunch base. Available 
in two materials, one a hand-polished stainless 
steel and the other in pure white resin. Each is a 
statement seat that takes your mind across great 
distances, it makes for a strong installation piece. 

The Future Vestige series is a philosophical 
endeavour about freeing one’s spirit. To no longer 
have your consciousness tethered to technology 
or rationality. Instead to only exist between time, 
space, the surging tides, and illusions of the mind.

Lost Space Armchair

Length 1200 mm 
Depth 900 mm
Height 820 mm

Hand-Polished Stainless Steel                 € 7,423
Pure White Resin                                      € 3,712
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The Relic Aureole-1 Hanging Lamp comes from the 
second act of THESHAW’s Future Vestige series. 
It consists of five mirrored stainless-steel vessels 
suspended in the air by a single slender steel cable. 
As it projects its warm light on surrounding walls that 
is reminiscent of an iris, light streams reflect off its 
cold body, converging into circles. Despite its striking 
silhouette, it possesses a powerful energy that is 
comforting and instils a quietness in those around it. 
This lamp not only renders a hushed atmosphere but 
also adds a sense of spatial hierarchy to any space.

The Future Vestige series is a philosophical 
endeavour about freeing one’s spirit. To no longer 
have your consciousness tethered to technology 
or rationality. Instead to only exist between time, 
space, the surging tides, and illusions of the mind.

Relic Aureole-1 Hanging Lamp

Length 500 mm 
Depth 500 mm
Height 430 mm

€5,573
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The Relic Aureole-2 Side Table comes from the 
second act of THESHAW’s Future Vestige series. 
Shaped with four vessels along its outer edges, 
its centre takes the form of an hourglass. When 
you look closely, you can see the reflection 
of the world around it. Each angle presents a 
different image of time and space interlacing. 

This table holds many secrets. Expertly crafted 
by the hands of seasoned craftsmen, its joinery 
cannot be seen from any angle, creating a perfect 
illusion. When placed on its side, the vessels can 
be used for practical purposes, like as a fishbowl or 
planter. The Future Vestige series is a philosophical 
endeavour about freeing one’s spirit. To no longer 
have your consciousness tethered to technology 
or rationality. Instead to only exist between time, 
space, the surging tides, and illusions of the mind.

Relic Aureole-2 Side Table

Length 500 mm 
Depth 500 mm
Height 500 mm

€ 4,637
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The Black Ocean Side Table comes from 
THESHAW’s Future Vestige series. This highly 
geometric tabletop takes inspiration from the calm 
ocean that stretches out endlessly. Fashioned as if 
the water was sectioned into many iridescent cubes, 
effortlessly catching any tiny light flecks lingering in 
the world. When purchasing more than one of the 
same design, each can be interconnected with one 
another creating a larger coffee or dining table

Each side table brings a mysterious energy, evoking 
an 8-bit aesthetic yet expertly crafted with futuristic 
materials. Available in 3 distinct designs, each in their 
varying heights, they mirror the waves of the ocean, 
both calming, dignified and seemingly endless. The 
Future Vestige series is a philosophical endeavour 
about freeing one’s spirit. To no longer have your 
consciousness tethered to technology or rationality. 
Instead to only exist between time, space, the surging 
tides, and illusions of the mind.

Black Ocean Side Table

Length 415 mm 
Depth 415 mm
Height 460 mm

Length 325 mm 
Depth 325 mm
Height 600 mm

Length 325 mm 
Depth 325 mm
Height 970 mm

Triangle Side table
€ 2,318

Low Side Table
€ 2,447

High Side Table
€ 2,634
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