


 

The Church Has Left the 
Building. 

With all the holiday and 
Christmas festivities and 
outreaches, we cannot help but 

reflect on all that Christ did for 
us when he humbly came to the 

earth as a baby boy. How can 
we as believers in Christ follow 
this ultimate model of humility? 
We must lay ourselves down 
completely and entrust our 
whole beings to the Spirit of 
God. Philippians 2:7 says “but 

(Jesus) emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of 
men.” Humility is lowering 
yourself and putting others 
before you. How can we focus 
on being a humble servant to 

others and obeying God no 
matter the cost, just like 
Jesus? We challenge you to 
ponder these things and allow 
the Holy Spirit to guide you on 

taking the form of a servant, 
not only during the holidays, 

but the rest of this year as 
well!  
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Mercy House 
For many of the 

guests that stay at the 

Mercy House, 

Christmas is different 

for them. Instead of it 

bringing feelings of 

warmth, family, joy, 

and hope- it brings 

feelings of loneliness, 

cold, broken family, 

and hopelessness. We 

hope that through 

their stay at the Mercy House we can do everything we can to provide them 

with a warm joy filled Christmas that shows them that Jesus is good, and he is 

the provider of joy and hope. Every year, First Baptist Church of Hennessy 

provides a Christmas gift for each one of the regular guests at the Mercy 

House. We ask them to tell us of one 

gift they may need or want, and FBC 

Hennessy buys and wraps each of their 

gifts to give to those guests at the 

Mercy House on Christmas. This gift 

may mean a lot more to them than we 

think and is the only gift they receive 

during Christmas. Many of the guests’ 

families either live in another state, or 

do not care to associate with them 

because of their addictions and many 

other reasons. Jesus, however, is a 

pursuer of the lost and broken, and we 

hope that we can display His love to 

them through these simple Christmas 

blessings. Another activity we invite 

the Guests to be a part of is helping us 

wrap hundreds of Christmas gifts that 

we buy each year for the Marshallese kids who live in the New View 

Apartments across the street from the Mercy House. We not only want to 

bless them but also give them the opportunity to bless others. We try and 

make the gift-wrapping fun. We fill the tables in the gym with rolls of 

wrapping paper, tape, gifts, and labels for each age group. This year the 

guests and volunteers helped us wrap over two hundred gifts! We were able 

to pass these out to each Marshallese kid from babies to teenagers at our 

annual Marshallese Christmas party in the gym at the Mercy House. Dozens 

of families came from the apartments to enjoy dinner, and then we played a 

couple of Christmas games with the kids. Then we had a special message 

from the Kids Program, where five of our youth kids came up and fearlessly 

shared their testimonies of how Jesus has changed their lives. After the 

message was when we began passing out gifts, one for each child. It was 

heartwarming to see their joy and thankfulness to receive just one simple gift 

this Christmas! We pray that they were able to see and feel the love of Christ 
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through the fun and blessings God allowed us to provide for the kids and their 

families this year. 

 

 Park Outreach 
It is a bittersweet month as we celebrate Christmas at the park and begin a 

break from park outreach for the next few weeks. Christmas at the park was a 

wonderful evening filled with diverse ways we wanted to show Christ’s 

nature of grace 

and giving 

gifts as a 

reflection of 

how Jesus was 

the most 

perfect gift 

given to us by 

God. William 

from Your 

Family Church 

prepared and 

served a 

Christmas 

dinner for 

everyone to 

enjoy. Some of the kids from The Bridge youth helped serve the food and 

serve chocolate covered pretzels as a treat! We were able to not only give out 

a gift for each child who came but also do a raffle for some bigger prizes like 

bikes and scooters that were provided by a woman who helps us with the 

Christmas gifts every year. 

Maddie England, a leader in 

our kids’ program, says her 

favorite thing about the 

Christmas at the park this 

year was just being able to 

share Jesus with people as 

they were coming to get 

chocolate covered pretzels, 

and being able to see the 

gratefulness on all the kids 

faces! After passing out three 

hundred flyers to invite 

people in the Cherokee Terrace and surrounding apartments to the event, we 

saw God bring around two hundred people to the park that night. Praise God! 

Through the food, gifts, clothes, and more during this fun night-we pray that 

each person who came was blessed and shown that Jesus is the true light and 

hope of this Christmas season, and that people felt seen and heard by God. 
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Oasis 
If the ministry is working on a project, we can always trust that the men in the 

Oasis Program will be hard at work until it is done. Whether it’s a project in 

the garden, the t-shirt business renovations, or putting up christmas 

decorations- they can do it! In the past months the Oasis men helped to finish 

the renovations we 

completed in the 

tshirt business 

building in mid 

november. They 

helped with 

painting, pouring 

flooring, and 

moving heavy 

equipment into the 

building. Not to 

mention all the 

carpentry work 

they did as well as 

putting down 

carpet and cleaning 

up messes, it was a lot of work! We want to say thank you to them, we 

couldn’t have completed it without all their long hours of hard work. During 

Christmas, the Oasis Men were also able to hang the dazzling Christmas 

lights on the front of Five80 and the Refuge T-Shirt Co.’s buildings. It was no 

easy or short task, but in the end with the help of the staff, it all turned out 

beautifully and gave a beautiful Christmas message of the hope of Jesus to 

everyone who passed by. Lastly this month the men have been working in the 

garden helping to prepare for pathways being poured and mulch being laid. 

They have also been volunteering each Wednesday night at the mercy house 

as well as filling in on other nights where volunteers are needed. We are so 

thankful for all the work they do, their handy skills, and mostly seeing all that 

God is doing in their lives while they are in the program. We want to take a 

section to say congratulations to a couple of important people in the Oasis. 

Thomas Hoffman, assistant director of the Oasis, congratulations on your 

engagement! It has been beautiful to see how God has brought him and 

Cortney’ Bennett, Manager of Five80 Coffeehouse together! And now we 

will have the privilage of seeing God join them as one in marriage in 

February 2022! We also want to congratulate Brandon on his official 

graduation from the 7 month Oasis transistional program. He will faithfully 

be staying with Forgotten Ministries, following the call that God has put on 

his life.  

 

Refuge Design T-shirt Co. 
    In December we had the cool opportunity to have No Man’s Land come 

out for a tour of the ministry, including a tour of the T-Shirt building. We 

were able to show them the entire process of printing a T-Shirt and even let 

them screen print their own shirts! Anytime we have the opportunity, we like 

to let people print their own shirts to demonstrate what all goes into making 
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just a single T-Shirt. The process of screen printing a shirt is a meticulous and 

careful process, one wrong move and the shirt could be a misprinted t-shirt. 

Therefore, the staff must put lots of practice and preparation into the screen-

printing business. We want to eventually be able to deliver the best quality t-

shirts with consistent service to each person or business we serve. Right now, 

the staff is working on creating a detailed business plan and researching what 

goes into running a business. Pray for them as they work through this process 

and get ready to open their doors for t-shirt making game time! 

  

Kids Program 
   The Preschool program is starting soon! Maddie England, the new leader of 

the Preschool Program, passed out lots of flyers in the New View Apartments 

to let moms and dads know that we are about to start. They are now eagerly 

waiting for signups. The Preschool Program is using a curriculum that 

combines education learning with bible learning. The best part about the 

program is that a mom or a dad is required to come along with each child who 

attends. This helps to build meaningful relationships with the parents of the 

children we work with every day! It not only helps to build relationships with 

the parents but allows for parent mentoring and learning opportunities for 

them as well! This parent relationship building through the preschool 

children’s program is an amazing way to bridge the gospel to the parents that 

would otherwise remain unreached in the Marshallese community. The 

Preschool Program will meet Tuesday and Thursday 9-11am, and the 

curriculum will take the kids through one letter of the alphabet each week. 

With each letter there will be a corresponding bible theme such as “Love” for 

“L” week, “Mercy” for “M” week, and so on. Maddie is searching for 

volunteers who would be able to come on Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings 

from 9-11 to help teach and care for the little ones and their moms or dads. If 

the Lord moves your heart to be a part of this, please do not hesitate to 

contact us and jump right in!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bridge Youth 
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God blessed the youth program with a space to call their own! In the back of 

the t-shirt building, there is a great spacious room that the youth program has 

been able to turn into 

their own space for fun 

nights and youth group 

nights and whatever 

event they have. It has 

been so fun for them to 

see God provide 

furniture and games for 

the youth kids to enjoy. 

From a new ping-pong 

table, a used air hockey 

table, and a couple used 

couches and tables, 

they have really been 

able to make the space 

a fun and safe place for the youth. In the future they hope to hang portraits of 

the kids on the walls, add some TVs, and even let the kids paint the ceiling 

tiles! We have been so proud of the youth this past month as we have had the 

privilege of watching them step out of their comfort zones and into the 

callings God has placed on their lives. We want to praise God that we have 

had two of our youth boys decide to begin a relationship with Jesus! Tristan 

Bradley, the youth leader, has been 

working hard to disciple them and teach 

them what a life with Christ looks like. He 

says, “It has been a very fruitful process 

and very encouraging to see these boys 

grow closer to Christ.” We have all seen 

incredible growth in them both and are 

excited to see what all God does in them in 

the future. So far, one of them loves to pray 

anytime he gets the chance. Both have also 

had 

the 

opportunity to share their testimonies on 

a microphone, along with the other three 

youth girls who have decided to begin a 

relationship with Jesus. At our 

Marshallese Christmas party that we 

had December 23rd at the Mercy House, 

the kids’ program was able to do the 

message to all the Marshallese parents 

and kids, and Mercy House guests that 

attended. Becca Robinson and 5 of our 

youth kids went up and each shared the 

story of how they started following 

Jesus and how he has changed their 
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lives, as well as sharing the meaning of Christmas. Peter, one of the boys, 

says that it was a little embarrassing and it’s hard to talk to other Marshallese 

people about Jesus because they just make fun of you. We are so proud of the 

kids for boldly sharing their faith with their own family and friends because 

that is often the hardest place to share Jesus. Even Jesus had a challenging 

time ministering to his family. Another thing we are proud of the youth for is 

being so eager to help us volunteering at the Mercy House. They are 

impressive cleaners, cooks, and laundry do-ers when it comes to helping at 

the shelter, and there’s a handful of them who are always willing to offer their 

help on whatever nights they can! We are starting to see potential future mini 

youth leaders being set apart by God, and we want to continue fostering those 

abilities and values in them. Please pray for the youth program!  
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Outreaches 
 

had something really special 

this Christmas season in the 

downtown area that was 

created to remind people that 

the true meaning of 

Christmas is Jesus, it was 

called “The One.” It 

happened to be the biggest 

living Christmas tree in the 

world, standing at 140 feet 

tall! The Christmas tree event 

came with the ice-skating 

rink and a series of nightly 

events such as singing or 

other showcases that reflect 

Jesus. Forgotten Ministries 

kids’ program had the 

privilege of representing Jesus at one of those nightly events on December 

16th. We took the music bus and Autumn Bradley, and the Bridge Youth kids 

sang two worship songs. Then Autumn and her dad sang and played lots of 

worship songs and 

Christmas songs, as well 

as scripture readings. 

Hayden Tobin and Jacob 

England, both leaders or 

volunteers of the youth 

program, shared a short 

and powerful message of 

something God laid on 

their heart. Even though 

it was cold, the hot 

chocolate and the warmth 

of Jesus’s presence kept 

us all warm. It was an 

amazing experience 

watching God move however he wanted to with the Christmas tree behind us 

the whole time. Another outreach we were able to be a part of this past month 

was also in partnership with “The One.” Through signups, we found fifty 

families and homes in Enid that needed a Christmas Tree this year. So, we 

were able to package and deliver 50 Christmas trees to people’s doors along 

with the help of other volunteers. Some of the people we delivered to even let 

us go inside their homes to help them set up, allowing the perfect time to 

share the hope of Jesus with people who are in tricky situations. One of the 

groups delivered a tree to a home that was a mom who had just had a baby 6 

months earlier. At the time, her husband was not home because he travels 

frequently. The mother let them not only bring her the tree, but also let them 

help her to decorate it! Our prayer is that even if not all those people showed 

it, that God impacted them in one way or another through a Christmas tree 
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being delivered to them during a year when they were not able to get one 

themselves.  

 

Paradise Garden 
 

This past month the garden has been in an 

exciting process that is not finished quite 

yet. A concrete truck came out and poured 

new pathways within the garden. These 

pathways are super exciting and will make 

it much easier to walk throughout the 

garden without sinking in the mud and soil. 

Katy Lentz, the Paradise Garden director, 

says that the whole garden has been getting 

a makeover! They have been putting in the 

walkways as well as a sidewalk 

to allow easier access around the 

entire garden. The oasis guys 

built raised beds last month that 

they are now putting together 

and placing in the garden, this 

will allow for easier maintenance 

of the crops and plants that are 

planted in the beds. They have 

also been laying mulch as a 

ground covering across the large 

sections to prevent weeds from 

growing and improve the health 

of the soil. Lastly, they are now 

asking for donations to be able to install a greenhouse, this will allow food to 

grow and be readily available all year round! If you would like to donate 

towards the Paradise Garden greenhouse, please visit the donations tab on our 

website or contact one of our staff to see how you can donate.  
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