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FNEBC Sunday School 

 Acts Study Guide Part 1 

INTRODUCTION: 

Welcome First Northeast Family!!  We are excited to journey 

through the Acts of the Apostles together and we pray that the 

Holy Spirit will open up your understanding to see how Christ 

used the early Church to achieve his mission of spreading His 

message throughout the world.    

AUTHOR: 

The book of Acts was written by Luke and the Gospel of Luke and 

Acts are meant to be read together.  It was written to Theophilus 

and since Luke was one of Paul’s traveling companions, we are 

able to see the narrative change from “they” to “we” indicating 

that he was with Paul.   

MESSAGE & PURPOSE: 

Acts links the Gospels with the Epistles by recording the 

development of the early church.  Luke details its birth and the 

events that happened after the church was empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, how they were dispersed, the ministry to the Gentiles and 

God’s intent for his people.  

STRUCTURE: 

Our study will consist of 1 chapter a week, highlighting passages 

and asking probing questions to have students focus on the areas 

of: Context (What’s being said in the passage),  

    Historical Connection (What book is being written at that time), 

   Historical Background (What the words meant at that time),     

  Authorial Intent (What the author intended the reader to know),  

  Characters (Who was involved in the situation)  

  Principles taught (What is the spiritual meaning).   
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CHAPTER 1 

In this chapter, we see the last conversation Jesus had with his 

disciples while he was still here on earth. Jesus, knowing His time 

was short, continued to give instructions and clarification to his 

disciples 

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Who is Luke writing to? 

 
How many days had Jesus appeared to the disciples? 

 

What were they still concerned about?  

 
What does Jesus tell them would happen? 

 

Who do you think were the 2 men talking to the disciples? 

Who all was in the upper room?  How many people? 

What does the selection of a replacement disciple tell us about what 

happened? 

 

 
AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

There are times when you don’t understand what Jesus is doing but 

all you hear is to trust Him and obey.  Jesus still commands us today 

to be his witnesses to all we come in contact with.  

 

a. How can you be a better witness for Jesus? 

 

b. What are you struggling with to obey Christ, because you don’t 

understand why? 
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CHAPTER 2 

The day of Pentecost is considered by many the birth of the 

church.  God knew that we needed the power of the Holy Spirit 

to do the things He wanted us to do.  Please read carefully to 

determine what exactly happened on this day so that we better 

understand the role of the Holy Spirit.  

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

What happed in the house they were at? 

 

What does tongues mean? 

 

Why would Luke mention all the different places people were 

from? 

 

What did the people hear? 

 

What were the people from the room saying? 

 

At the end of Peter’s sermon, what did he say to the crowd? 

 

What did the people do that were baptized?  (List all the verbs) 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

The early church was filled with the power to do many signs 

and wonders.   The change in the hearts resulted in them doing 

radical things for each other.   

 

a. What are some radical things you have done for your 

brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 

b. In what ways can you begin to have all things in common with those 

from the church? 
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CHAPTER 3 

The church is growing tremendously, and people are being saved 

daily.  The church is still going to the temple to worship and be 

taught.  Today’s chapter details a unbelievable miracle and 

Peter’s bold preaching.   

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

What happened previously at the gate called Beautiful? 

 

How long had this man been lame?  How long do you think he 

had been placed at that gate? 

 

In what ways was this miracle such an amazing one? 

 

How does Peter respond to the people? 

 

Why does Peter reprimand the people in his speech? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

      AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND DISCUSS  

     THE FOLLOWING: 

Jesus promised that the disciples would do greater 

miracles than he did, once empowered by the Holy Spirit.  His 

disciples quickly pointed to Christ as the source of this power.    

 

a. How do Christians take credit for the miracles done by the 

Spirit?  How can you guard against it? 

 

b. When was the last time you boldly proclaimed Jesus to others? 
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CHAPTER 4 

Jesus had told his disciples that they would experience 

persecution because of Him. We now see the beginning of this 

persecution as well as the supernatural miracles that the church 

was able to display.   

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Why were Peter & John confronted? 

 

What was the result of their preaching? 

 

What was significant about Peter preaching in front of the Jewish 

leadership? 

 

Why were the Jewish Leaders so amazed? 

 

Are we commanded to be this bold in front of others that are in 

opposition to our message?   What does that look like for us today? 

 

How old was the man who had been healed?  What did this mean 

for him and his family? 
 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

After the experience of being warned to stop preaching Jesus the 

Church prayed for more boldness to proclaim His name.  Here we 

also see the unity of the Church and how people began to let go of 

worldly priorities by selling possessions that were not as 

important.  
 

a.  How did God respond to the Church’s prayer? 

b.  Do you believe that God will respond to our church’s prayer? 

c.  What have you been praying for in regards to our church? 
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CHAPTER 5 

In this chapter we see how Satan can influence people to go 

against God’s leading, how God empowers His church for His 

glory and how God continues to work in the background to 

protect His church and spread His message.  

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira lied? 

 

Who got arrested what did they do when they were released?   

 

How is this in contrast to how they acted before? 

 

How are we to display this same boldness in our witness? 

 

How did the men feel after being flogged?  What did they do? 

 

Are you afraid of persecution? 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

Although God is not killing people for lying to the Holy Spirit the 

way Ananias and Sapphira were killed, he still gives consequences.  

We also see how the consequences of obeying God aren’t always 

pleasurable. 

 

a.  Have you ever experienced a negative consequence for 

obeying God? 

 

b.  How has the fear of a consequence caused you to disobey God? 
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CHAPTER 6 

Chapter 6 highlights the first internal conflict within the church.  

Many times, misconceptions can cause division and we see how 

the church responded.   We also see how some people seem to be 

targeted for persecution. 

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

About how many believers would you guess are in Jerusalem? 

 

What is the difference between the type of Jews in verse 1? 

 

What did the apostles do?  

 

Why were the 7 men selected?  What was unique about them? 

 

What is so significant about verse 7? 

 

Where are the accusers of Stephen from? Why might this be 

important? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

Even in the early church, there was conflict.  We can’t avoid it, 

but how we respond to it, reveals our character and our 

commitment to the community of believers.  Even when others lie 

on you, you must pray for wisdom on how to respond in love. 

 

a.  How do you seek to resolve conflict in the church? 

 

b.  How did Stephen respond to those who opposed him? 
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CHAPTER 7 

Chapter details Stephens’ arrest and trial. It outlines his trial in 

front of the high priest and the Sanhedrin.  The conversation 

between Stephen & the Religious leaders gives us insight into his 

purpose and attitude.   

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

What were the charges that the brought up against Stephen? 

 

Why do you think they lied on Stephen? 

 

How did Stephen respond to the situation? 

 

Why would Stephen say what he said in verses 51-53?  If he 

wouldn’t have said this, would they have let him go? 

 

Why do you think the religious leaders were so upset?  Who was 

there with them at Stephen’s stoning? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

In this chapter, Stephen was condemned to death and stoned 

even though he was innocent. He sees Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God and responds like Jesus did.   

 

a.  Did Stephen know that he would see Jesus in heaven before his 

response? 

 

b. What encouragement will help you defend truth despite the 

consequences you might face? 
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CHAPTER 8 

In this chapter, we see the introduction of Saul and how Phillip 

preached to the Samaritans in fulfilment of the Great 

Commission.  This was a significant step in the spread of the 

gospel and the growth of the church. 

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

What were some of the results of Phillip’s preaching in the city? 

 

What was the response of Simon the Sorcerer? 

 

Who came after they heard about the conversions in Samaria? 

 

What was the result of what had happened in Samaria? 

 

Why did Phillip travel to the desert?  Where was the time? 

 

What does this story tell us about the spread of Christianity? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

Although Phillip was at a thriving ministry, he was carried away to 

other places where the gospel was needed.   

 

a.  How does God still remove people from places to do other work 

in different area? 

 

b. Who do you know that has relocated to another place to do 

God’s work?  Would you be willing to relocate? 
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CHAPTER 9 

In this chapter, we see the details of Saul’s conversion.  Even though 

he had been “breathing threats and murder” against the church, 

God still called Him.  This begins the transition from highlighting 

other disciple’s ministries to Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles. 

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Did God give Saul specific instructions?  How long did he have to wait? 

 

How much faith did Ananias have to exhibit to obey God?  Would 

you have been able to obey God’s command? 

 

What did Saul do after receiving his sight?  How did the people 

respond? 

 

What were the problems Saul had in Jerusalem?  Why do you think 

he had these problems?   

 

Why would Luke include the miracles done by Peter? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 
 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

In this chapter, we see a missionary journey made by Peter in 

fulfillment of what Jesus had predicted would happen. 

 

a. What things have you read that have sparked belief or 

reinforced something that you already believed? 

 

b.  Does today’s church still have the power that the early 

church had?  Why or Why not?
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CHAPTER 10 

This chapter details the second missionary journey of Peter and 

how God is involved in preparing the hearts of both the messenger 

and the recipient.  This is a turning point for teaching Peter and 

the Jews that God doesn’t show favoritism but wants all people in 

His kingdom.    

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Who was Cornelius?  What does this story reveal? 

 

Why would God have to show Peter the same dream 3 times? 

 

What would Peter showing up to Cornelius’s house mean? 

 

What did Peter say to the people in Cornelius’s house? 

 

What happened when Peter was speaking?  What was his response? 

 

Why do you think the Gentile believers begin speaking in different 

languages? What did they call the believers? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

The Holy Spirit has to remind Peter to not focus on how he thinks 

he has to obey but to simply obey Jesus.  

 

• What is distracting you from simply obeying Jesus? 

 

• How has your prejudices limited you from witnessing to others? 
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CHAPTER 11 

The racism was so strong in the Jewish community, that Peter had 

to defend his actions by detailing his dream and the evidence of 

God’s empowerment.   

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Who had issues with what Peter had done? 

 

What was the issue with eating with them? 

 

How did Peter defend himself? 

 

What did the believers do once they heard his story? 

 

What had happened because of Stephen being stoned? 

 

Did everyone embrace the Gentiles because of Peter? 

 

Why do you think they sent Barnabas to encourage the Gentiles? 

 

Who did he look for when he needed help teaching? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 
 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 
 

This is a great reminder to us that the church has issues and that 

it takes all of us to accomplish the things of God.  
 

• Is there anything in your past that is hindering you from 

obeying Jesus? 
 

• What ways can you make changes in your life to be more 

evangelistic and focus more on discipleship? 
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CHAPTER 12 

We now see how the persecution of the church is becoming more 

severe.  Luke tells us that James was killed and that Peter was 

next, but the prayers of the church were answered, and God dealt 

with their enemy.  

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Why do you think Herod put 4 squads of guards to guard Peter? 

 

Do you think the church thought that their prayers would be 

answered?  Why did they pray anyways? 

 

Why do you think Peter was sleeping the night before he was to be 

killed?  

 

Who woke Peter and what happened?  What does this say about 

God? 

 

How did the Christians respond to Peter’s release? 

 

What happened to the soldiers who were guarding Peter? 

 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 
 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 
 

God has to constantly show the church that He is in control and 

that He does whatever He wants to do, even if that means taking 

some of His children home to be with Him.    
 

• Are you afraid of persecution? 

 

• What is preventing you from resting in the fact that God is in 

control?  
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CHAPTER 13 

Here in chapter 13, we see Luke detailing Barnabas and Saul’s 

first missionary journey.  He now refers to Saul as Paul from now 

on in the book and details their successes and opposition from the 

Jewish community.    

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

How did they determine to begin this missionary journey? 

 

What did they do to those who went on the journey? 

 

Who was John? 

 

Where is Cyprus?  Where is Salamis?  Where is Paphos? 

 

What happened to Elymas?  What happened because of this?  

 

What happened in verse 13? 
 

Where is Pisidian Antioch? 

What happened after Paul preached?  How did the Jews respond? 
 

What does this information tell us about Jesus?  How should you 

respond to this? 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 
 

Barnabas & Paul faced opposition and when we face it, we 

shouldn’t be surprised but simply stay focused on completely 

following Jesus. 
 

• Is there anyone distracting you from obeying Jesus? 
 

• How should you respond when people lie on you? Why don’t 

you do it? 
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CHAPTER 14 

In Chapter 14, we continue to follow Barnabas and Paul on their 

first missionary journey. Luke offers the reader an in-depth look 

at how the opposition grew more severe and how the Church 

continued to grow in the region because of their faithfulness.  

What background information is important to better understand 

this passage?   

 

Where is Iconium and what happened in that city? (verse 1)? 

 

In verse 5, what were they attempting to do to Paul and Barnabas? 
 

Where did Paul and Barnabas go after that? 
 

What strange thing happened in Lystra?  Could that happen today? 
 

Why do you think the people responded the way they did? 
 

How was Barnabas and Paul’s response different than what might 

happen today?  

 

What does verses 18-19 teach us about crowds? What do the 

following verses teach us about ministry? 
 

What did Barnabas and Paul do when they have finished their 

mission?  
 

 

AS A GROUP, EXPLORE AND 

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 
 

Barnabas & Paul faced opposition and taught that it was 

necessary to go through many hardships when doing ministry.  
 

• Do we have the same view of ministry as they did back then? 
 

• Why do we act so surprised when people respond negatively 

towards the gospel of Jesus Christ?  How do we encourage 

ourselves to remain faithful despite persecution? 



16  

CONCLUSION? 

Congratulations! You’ve completed your reading and study 

through the first half of the Book of Acts! By now, you’ve 

learned much about the events and details of the early church 

and how the Holy Spirit can do extraordinary things through 

ordinary people like us! 

 

So now what? Now you keep studying! Continue reading your 

Bible each day to learn more about God and grow in your 

relationship with Him. We suggest that you continue to read Part 

2 of the study on the book of Acts with us, to learn how the Holy 

Spirit empowered the early church to turn the world upside 

down. Or you can continue to study the life of Jesus from a 

different perspective, by reading one of the Gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke or John).  

 

Remember the importance of reading the Bible daily, praying to 

the Lord constantly, connecting with other Christians at a Bible-

teaching church, and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 

with others. These spiritual disciplines will ensure that you 

continue to stay close with God and grow in His grace and 

knowledge. 

 

God bless you as you seek to follow and obey Him! 

First Northeast Baptist Church 

 


